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MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Tuesday, January 08,2019 at 1.00 p.m.
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Hon. J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri, Deputy Speaker and the Chair of Committees
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Mr. Neil Iddawala, Acting Secretary-General of Parliament

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Assistant Secretary-General

Mr. Tikiri K. Jayathilake, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

1. Official Oath or Affirmation by new member :

Hon. Kuda Vidanalage

Shantha Bandara, Member of Parliament, made and subscribed the Affirmation required
by Law and signed the Book at the Table.
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2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Deputy Speaker made the following
announcements:-

I

“ I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. (Dr.) M. L. A. M. Hizbullah, Member of
Parliament, has tendered his letter of resignation from his Membership of Parliament to
the Secretary-General of Parliament. The Letter of Resignation will now be read out by
the Acting Secretary-General of Parliament.”
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II

“The Speaker making an announcement on 18" December 2018 stated that
recognizing the parliamentary group leader of the political party or the independent
group that claims the largest number of Members of Parliament among the recognized
political parties sitting in the opposition is the age old Parliamentary tradition.
Accordingly, Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, Member of Parliament and the Parliamentary
group leader of the United People’s Freedom Alliance, the party that claims the largest
number of Members of Parliament sitting in the opposition, was recognized as the
Leader of the Opposition.

Further, the General Secretary of the United People’s Freedom Alliance by his letter
dated 18.12.2018 has informed the Speaker that the Alliance has decided to propose
Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa for the post of Leader of the Opposition.
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Pursuant to the above announcement of the Speaker and the special statement made
by the leader of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi (party), Hon R. Sampanthan in
Parliament on Wednesday, the 19" of December 2018, I wish to present to this House
the decision of the Speaker in regard to various submissions made by the Hon. Members
of Parliament of both sides of the well of Parliament in regard to the recognition of the

Leader of the Opposition in Parliament.

The summarized essence of the matters raised in the House was based on the
provisions of Article 99 (13) (a) of the Constitution which states ‘Where a member of
Parliament ceases, by resignation, expulsion or otherwise, to be a member of a
recognized political party or independent group on whose nomination paper (hereinafter
referred to as the “relevant nomination paper”) his name appeared at the time of his
becoming such Member of Parliament, his seat shall become vacant upon the expiration
of a period of one month from the date his ceasing to be such member.’

The General Secretary of the United People’s Freedom Alliance, through his letter
dated 19.12.2018 had informed the Speaker that all Members of Parliament elected as
per the Gazette Notification of the Chairman of the Election Commission (except the
Member of Parliament whose seat was vacated on a court order) continue to function as

Members of Parliament of the United People’s Freedom Alliance.

Having extensively studied the foregoing matters, the Speaker has decided that
making decisions as regards the vacation of a seat of a Member of Parliament by means
of the enforcement of the law in compliance with the provisions of the Constitution or
the vacation of his seat due to the expulsion from the party or due to resignation are, as
per the provisions of the Constitution and the Standing Orders of the Parliament,
matters that are beyond the purview of the Speaker. Furthermore, the Hon. Speaker
emphasizes that the power to adjudicate the abovementioned matters does fall under the
functions of the Judiciary.

In addition, a group of Members of Parliament have handed over a motion for the

appointment of a Select Committee to look into this matter.

The Speaker, having looked into the abovementioned motion, has informed that
accepting a motion which proposes a group of majority Parliamentarians looking into
the internal workings of a group which represents a minority in Parliament would be

against and in violation of Parliamentary tradition and democratic principles.”
I

“ I wish to inform Parliament that in terms of the Standing Order 140 of the
Parliament, Hon. Speaker has nominated the following Members of Parliament to serve
in the Panel of Chairs for the Third Session of the Eighth Parliament:—



(9) M. No. 14

Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
Hon. Bimal Rathnayake

Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne
Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam

Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura

Hon. Velu Kumar

Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake

Hon. Tharaka Balasuriya

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna

Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna
Hon. Hesha Withanage

Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi

3. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Deputy Speaker presented the Performance
Reports of the Election Commission for the First quarter (01.01.2018-31.03.2018) and
for the Second quarter (01.04.2018-30.06.2018) of 2018 in terms of Article 41B (6) of
the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table.

(2) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Annual
Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Navy for the year 2017 and moved that this Report
be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the —
(i) Annual Report of the Ayurveda Medical Council for the year 2015; and

(ii) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Ayurvedic Drugs Corporation for the year
2016

and moved that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Health and Human Welfare, Social Empowerment.

Question put, and agreed to.

(4) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the —

(i) Performance Report of the Department of Imports and Exports for the year
2017; and

(ii) Performance Report and Annual Accounts of the Department of Commerce
for the year 2017

and moved that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Economic Development.

Question put, and agreed to.
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4. Business of the Parliament: The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,—
That the proceedings on Item Nos. 1 to 5 of Public Business appearing on the Order
Paper be exempted at this day’s sittings from the provisions of the Standing Order
27 of the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

5. Committee of Selection (No.1) : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 114 of the
Parliament, the Committee of Selection shall consist of the Speaker as the Chair and
Seventeen (17) Members which shall include the leaders of the political parties or their
nominees to be nominated by Parliament to serve in the current Session.

Question put, and agreed to.

6. Committee of Selection (No. 2) : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That in terms of the motion agreed to by Parliament this day and in addition
to the Members approved by Parliament on 23" November, 2018, the undermentioned
Five (05) Members do serve in the Committee of Selection during the current
Session:—

Hon. John Amaratunga

Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera
Hon. Sajith Premadasa

Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale
Hon. Douglas Devananda

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Committee on Parliamentary Business: The Leader of the House of
Parliament moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 115 of
the Parliament, the Committee on Parliamentary Business shall consist of the Speaker as
the Chair, the Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Chairperson of Committees, the Leader of
the House of Parliament, the Leader of the Opposition in Parliament, the Chief
Government Whip, the Chief Opposition Whip and Thirteen (13) other Members to be
nominated by the Committee of Selection.

Question put, and agreed to.

8. Committee on Public Finance: The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of the Standing Order 121 of the
Parliament, the Committee on Public Finance shall consist of Thirteen (13) Members to
be nominated by the Committee of Selection.

Question put, and agreed to.

9. Regulations under the Diplomatic Privileges Act: The Minister of Foreign
Affairs moved,— That the Regulations made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs under
Section 4 of the Diplomatic Privileges Act, No. 9 of 1996 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2074/13 of 05" June 2018, which were presented on 10.08.2018, be
approved.

(At 3.09 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs moved,— That Hon. Hesha Withanage do take the
Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.
(At 4.17 p.m. Hon. Hesha Withanage took the Chair.)

The Minister of Foreign Affairs moved,— That Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna
do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 5.32 p.m. Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna took the Chair.)
Question put, and agreed to.

10. Adjournment : (Wage Problem of Plantation Workers): The Leader of the
House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.

Question proposed and debated.

The Minister of Labour, Trade Union Relations and Social Empowerment moved,— That
Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 6.29 p.m. Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to; the Parliament was at 7.27 p.m. adjourned until
1.00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 09, 2019.



