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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair. 

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 
announcement:-  

“ I wish to inform that I have endorsed the certificate on the Bills entitled “Chemical 

Weapons Convention (Amendment)” and “Recovery of Damages for the Death of a 

Person” on 17th January 2019 in terms of the Provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.”  
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 2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Minister  of Lands and Par liamentary 

Reforms presented the Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Army for the year 

2017 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

National Security. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(2)   The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Annual Report 

and Statement of Accounts of the Sri Lanka Press Council for the year 2015 and moved 

that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti-

corruption) and Media. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(3) The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the — 

 (i) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 3 of 

  the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty 

  and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2079/58 of 12th July 2018; 

 (ii) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 3 of 

  the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty 

  and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2080/31 of 17th July 2018; 

 (iii) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 3 of 

  the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty 

  and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2082/10 of 31st July 2018; 

 (iv) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 3 of 

  the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty 

  and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2082/11 of 31st July 2018; 

 (v) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 3 of 

  the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty 

  and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2083/2 of 06th August 

  2018; 

 (vi) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 3 of 

  the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty 

  and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2089/18 of 17th September 

  2018; 

 (vii) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 3 of 

  the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to Excise duty 

  and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2092/5 of 08th October 

  2018; 

 (viii)  Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs under 

  Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating  to 

  Excise duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2095/18 of 01st          

  November 2018; 

 (ix)  Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs under 

    Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989 relating to 
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     Excise duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2097/3 of 12th        

    November 2018; 

  (x) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

   the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

   Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2073/37 

   of 31st May 2018; 

 (xi) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

   the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

   Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2075/31 

   of 14th June 2018; 

 (xii) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

   the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

   Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2080/36 

   of 18th July 2018;  

  (xiii) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

   the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

   Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2082/31 

   of 01st August 2018; 

 (xiv) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

     the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

     Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2083/9 of 

     08th August 2018;  

  (xv)  Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

     the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

     Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2084/30 

     of 16th August 2018; 

   (xvi) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

     the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

     Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2085/36 

     of 24th August 2018; 

  (xvii) Order made by the Acting Minister of Finance and Mass Media under 

     Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to 

     Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary     

      No. 2087/76 of 07th September 2018;  

   (xviii)  Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

     the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

     Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2089/19 

     of 17th September 2018; 

  (xix) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2 of 

     the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

     Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2090/47 

     of 29th September 2018; 
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   (xx)  Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs under 

    Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to 

    Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary          

    No. 2095/16 of 01st November 2018;  

 (xxi) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs under 

   Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to 

   Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary     

   No. 2095/21 of 01st November 2018; 

 (xxii) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs under 

   Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to 

   Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary     

   No. 2096/21 of 07th November 2018; 

 (xxiii)  Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs under 

   Section 2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to 

   Special Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary     

   No. 2098/27 of 23rd November 2018; 

 (xxiv)   Order made by the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs under Section 

   2 of the Special Commodity Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special 

   Commodity Levy and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2100/2 of 

   03rd December 2018; 

 (xxv) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 58A

   (1) of the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2002 as last amended by the 

   Value Added Tax (Amendment) Act, No. 25 of 2018,  relating to Value 

   Added Tax and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2088/2 of 10th 

   September 2018; 

 (xxvi)   Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 58A

   (1) of the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2002 as last amended by the 

   Value Added Tax (Amendment) Act, No. 25 of 2018,  relating to Value 

   Added Tax and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2088/25 of 11th 

   September 2018; 

 (xxvii) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 2A 

  of the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2002 amended by the Value Added 

  Tax (Amendment) Act, No. 06 of 2005, relating to Value Added Tax and 

  published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2089/20 of 18th September 

  2018; 

 (xxviii) Notification made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under 

    Sections 2, 12, 22 and 25 read with Section 32 of the Excise Ordinance 

    (Chapter 52), relating to Excise duty and published in the Gazette  

    Extraordinary No.2091/50 of 03rd October 2018 

           (Excise Notification No. 12/2018); and  

 (xxix) Order made by the Minister of Finance and Mass Media under Section 19

   (A) of the Customs Ordinance (Chapter 235), relating to Exemptions of 
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    Customs Import Duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary                        

   No. 2094/41 of 26th October 2018. 

and moved that these Orders and Notification be referred to the Committee on 

Public Finance. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(4)   The Minister of City Planning, Water Supply and Higher Education presented 

the — 

 (i) Annual Report of the Postgraduate Institute of Humanities and Social 

  Services of University of Peradeniya for the year 2016 ;  

 (ii) Annual Report and Accounts of the Rajarata University of Sri Lanka for 

  the year 2016; and 

 (iii)Annual Report of the University of Jaffna for the year 2016  
 

and  moved that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Education and Human Resources Development. 

  Question put, and agreed to. 

 
(5)  The Minister of  Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Regulations 

made by the Minister of Justice & Prison Reforms under Sections 6 and 10 read with 

Section 63 of the Debt Conciliation Ordinance (Chapter 81) and published in the 

Gazette Extraordinary No. 2104/31 of 03rd January 2019 and  moved that these 

Regulations be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti-

corruption) and Media.  

  Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(6)  The Minister of  Lands and Parliamentary Reforms presented the Order made by 

the Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade under Section 14(2) of 

the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 relating to CESS and published 

in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2090/5 of 25th September 2018 and  moved that the 

Order be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development.   

  Question put, and agreed to.
 

3.  Presentation of Reports from Committees: Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma,  

Chair of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti-corruption) and 

Media presented the Report of the said Committee on,  

 (i)  Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill; and 

 (ii) Order under Section 2 of Transfer of Offenders Act, No. 5 of 1995  

which were referred to the said Committee. 

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.    
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 4.  Presentation of Public Petitions :  

 

 (1)  Hon. Ajith P. Perera presented — 
   

  (i)  a petition dated 05.09.2018 from Mr. Indunil Janaka Abayaweera of 

   No. 321/G, Kalderam Maduwatta, Wekada, Panadura; and 
 

       (ii)  a petition dated 31.07.2018 from Mrs. R. K. Ashoka Ranjani of         

   No. 173, Bandaragama West, Bandaragama. 
  

 (2)  Hon. Niroshan Perera presented — 

 

       (i)  a petition dated 25.07.2018 from Mr. M. A. Newton Marasinghe of 

   Baranankattuwa, Mundalama; and 
 

  (ii)  a petition dated 06.08.2018 from Mrs. R. P. Jayasilin of Yodha Ela 

   Junction, Kokkawila, Mugunuwatawana. 
 

 (3)  Hon. Gamini Lokuge presented — 
  

  (i)  a petition dated 03.07.2018 from Ms. Chandrika Berugoda of  No. 97/4 

   A, Weera Uditha Mawatha, Hedigama, Piliyandala; and 

  (ii)  a petition dated 06.06.2018 from Mr. D. M. Anura Jeewananda  

   Disanayake of No. 26, Jaya Mawatha, Boralesgamuwa. 

  
 (4) Hon. Premalal Jayasekara presented a petition dated 19.09.2018 from           

  Mr.  M. G. Roshan Indika Gamage of Medagangoda, Rakwana. 

 

 (5)  Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake presented — 

  (i)  a petition dated 03.07.2018 from Mr. K. G. Premadasa of No. 225/2, 

 Samanala Mawatha, Athurugiriya Mawatha, Malapalla - Pannipitiya; 

 and 

  (ii)  a petition dated 29.08.2018 from Mr. L. P. Samarathunga of 

 Raddegoda, Paragasthota, Horana.  
 

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30 (10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
 

5. Commissions of Inquiry (Amendment) Bill : Order  read for  resuming 

Adjourned Debate on question. (12th October 2018),—     

Question again proposed, and debate resumed,— That the Bill be now read a second 

time. 

(At 1.58 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.) 
 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs moved,— That Hon. Hesha Withanage do take the 

Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 3.18 p.m. Hon. Hesha Withanage took the Chair.) 
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 The Minister of Public Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy Development 

moved,— That Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(At 4.46 p.m. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna took the Chair.) 

The Minister of Public Enterprise, Kandyan Heritage and Kandy Development 

moved,— That Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 5.40 p.m. Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne took the Chair.) 

(At 5.57 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

The Minister of Justice & Prison Reforms moved,—  That the Bill be referred to a 

Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

Clause 2 

The Minister of Justice & Prison Reforms  proposed an amendment to leave out 

lines 1 to 12 (both inclusive), in page 2,— 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clause 3 

The Minister of Justice & Prison Reforms  proposed an amendment to leave out 

lines 1 to 5 (both inclusive), in page 5— 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Clause 4 was agreed to. 

New Clause 
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 The Minister of Justice & Prison Reforms proposed an amendment to insert the 

following immediately after line 5 in page 5,— 

5. (1) In the principal enactment there shall be 

substituted for the words “Governor-General”, the 

word “President”. 

(2) Every reference to the “Governor-General”, 

in any regulation, rule, order, notice, notification, 

circular, contract, communication or other document 

issued under this Act shall be read and construed as a 

reference to the “President””. 

Question that the New Clause be read a second time, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the New Clause be added to the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

The Minister of Justice & Prison Reforms moved,— That the Bill, as amended, be 

now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 
  

    

6. Adjournment (Prevention of Non Communicable Diseases through Food 

Safety): The Leader  of the House of Par liament  moved,— That this Parliament do 

now adjourn. 

Question proposed and debated. 

The Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms moved,— That Hon. Wijepala 

Hettiarachchi  do take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(At 6.22 p.m. Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to; the Parliament was at 7.23 p.m. adjourned  until          

1.00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 23, 2019.  

“ Reference to 

Governor-

General” to be 

a reference to 
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