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Parliament met pursuant to  adjournment.   The Deputy Chairman of 

Committees took the Chair. 

  

1. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass 

Media presented the Annual Report of the Tertiary and Vocational Education 

Commission for the year 2013 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on Education and Human Resources Development.   

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(2) The Minister of Home Affairs presented,—   

 (i) the Annual Performance and Accounts Reports of the District Secretariat - 

  Mullaitivu for the year 2015; and  

 (ii) the Annual Performance and Accounts Report of the District Secretariat 
  Batticaloa for the year 2015; 

and moved that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Internal Administration and Public Management.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

(3) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media presented the Annual 

Performance Report and Accounts of the Ministry of Public Administration and 

Management for the year 2015 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral 

Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and Public Management.    

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(4) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media presented the 

Performance Report of the Ministry of Ports and Shipping for the year 2015 and moved 

that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Transport and 

Communication.   

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (5) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media presented the Annual 

Report of the Sugathadasa National Sports Complex Authority for the year 2012 and moved 

that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on  outh, Sports, Arts and 

Heritage.    

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

2. Petitions :    

 (1) Hon. J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri presented a petition dated 28.02.2016 from 

  Mr. D. M. Gunasena of Bodagama Road, Thanamalvila.  
 

The Petition stood referred under Standing Order No. 25A of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

 

3. Right to Information Bill : Order  read for  resuming Adjourned Debate on 

Question (23rd June, 2016). 
 

“That the Bill be now read a second time” 
 
Question again proposed, and debate resumed. 
 

The Minister of Megapolis and Western Development moved,—That Hon. J. M. 

Ananda Kumarasiri do take the Chair.    

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 12.35 p. m. Hon. J. M. Ananda Kumarasiri took the Chair.) 

 

The State Minister of Higher Education moved,—That Hon. Lucky Jayawardana do 

take the Chair. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

(At 1.35 p.m. Hon. Lucky Jayawardana took the Chair.) 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media moved,—  That the Bill be 

referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee)   

The Presiding Member took the Chair. 
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 Clause 1   

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out lines 11 to 15 (both inclusive) in page 1 and insert,— 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 2 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 3 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

insert immediately after line 24 in page 1, the following,— 

 

  “(2)  The provisions of this Act, shall not be in derogation of the 
 powers, privileges and practices of Parliament.”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 
 

Clause 4 was agreed to. 

      

Clause 5  

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 13 in page 4 and insert,— 

 

  “contempt of court or prejudicial to the maintenance of the authority 

  and impartiality of the judiciary;”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

“Short title 
and date of 
operation.  

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Right to Information Act,  

             No. of 2016. 

(2) The provisions of this section, Part IV,  sections 23, 36, 40, 
41, 42, 43 and 44 shall come into operation on the date on which the 
certificate is endorsed in respect of this Act in terms of Article 79 of 
the Constitution.  

 
(3) The provisions of all other sections of this Act, shall come 

into operation in respect of such public authorities or categories of 
public authorities and on such dates as may be prescribed by the 
Minister by Order published in the gazette: 

 
provided however, that the dates so prescribed shall be at least 

six months after the certification referred to in subsection (2) above 
and that all provisions of this Act shall be applicable to all public 
authorities no later than one year of such certification.”; 
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 The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out line 15 in page 4 and insert,— 

 

 “the privileges of Parliament or of a Provincial Council as provided 
 by Law;”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to insert immediately after line 19 in page 4, the following,— 

 

  “(m) the information is of a cabinet memorandum in relation to which 
   a decision has not been taken; or 

 
  (n) the information relates to an election conducted by the               

   Commissioner of Elections which is required by the relevant      
   election laws to be kept confidential;”  

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out line 31 in page 4 and insert,— 

 

“request for information shall not be refused where the public”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out lines 3 to 6 (both inclusive) in page 5 and insert,— 

 

   “(5) An information officer may seek the advice of the                     
  Commission, with regard to an issue connected with the grant of access 
  to any information which is exempted from being disclosed under         
  subsection (1), and the commission may as expeditiously as possible 
  and in any event give its advice within fourteen days.”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 6 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 7 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out lines 16 to 19 (both inclusive) in page 5 and insert,— 

 

   “7. (1) It shall be the duty of every public authority to maintain all 
  its records duly catalogued and indexed in such form as is consistent 
  with its operational requirements which would facilitate the right of     
  access to information as provided for in this Act.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to insert immediately after line 2 in page 6, the following,— 

 

  “(4) No record or information which is the subject matter of a 
 request made under this Act, shall be destroyed during the pendency of 
 such request or any appeal or judicial proceeding relating to such 
 request.”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 8 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 11 in page 6 and insert,— 

 

 “Commission as would enable a citizen to exercise the right”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out lines 18 to 19 in page 7 and insert,— 

 

  “(a) published in the official languages and be made available in 
 electronic form; and”; 
  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to insert immediately after line 23 in page 7, the following,— 

 
   “For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that any           
     reference to the Minister shall also include a reference to a         
     Minister of a Provincial Council established under Chapter         
     XVIIA of the Constitution.”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 9 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 30 in page 7 and insert,— 

 

  “Minister, as on the date of such communication:  
 
 Provided however, in the event of an urgent project, information 
 shall be provided one week prior to the commencement of such project and 
 reasons for such urgency shall be communicated to the Commission.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out line 5 in page 8 and insert,— 

 

 “that behalf by a citizen, make available”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out line 14 in page 8 and insert,— 

 

“(a) in the case of foreign funded projects, one hundred thousand”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to insert immediately after line 17 in page 8, the following,— 

 

 “for the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that any reference to 
 the Minister shall also include a reference to a Minister of a Provincial 
 Council established under chapter XVIIA of the Constitution.”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 10 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out lines 19 to 20 in page 8 and insert,— 

 

  “to the Commission before the thirty first day of December immediately 
  succeeding the year to which the report relates which shall be made        
  available to the public in its office and on its official website,               
  furnishing information such as-”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to insert immediately after line 28 in page 8, the following,— 

 

 “ (f) the number of appeals from refusal to communicate information; 
 
  (g) practices relating to the maintenance, management and destruction of 

   records; and  
 

  (h) its activities under section 8;”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 11 was agreed to. 
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 Clause 12 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 16 in page 9 and insert,— 

 

 “(a) Bar Association of Sri Lanka which shall nominate an   
 Attorney-at-Law of eminence or a legal academic in consultation 
 with Attorneys-at-law and Legal Academia;”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clauses 13 to 18 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 19 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 2 in page 14 and insert,— 
 

 “of the Commission shall be deemed to be public servants”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out the marginal note thereof and insert,— 

 

 “Members etc, of the Commission deemed to be public servants.”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clauses 20 to 24 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 25 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 2 in page 17 and insert,— 
 

  “and personal liberty of a citizen, the”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 26 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 2 in page 18 and insert,— 
 

  “conspicuous place within the official premises and on a website of such 
  public Authority if any, a notice”; 
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 Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

Clauses 27 to 30 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 31 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

insert immediately after line 8 in page 21, the following,— 
 

  “Provided however, that the designated officer may admit the appeal 
 after the expiry of the period of fourteen days if he or she is satisfied that 
 the appellant was prevented by a reason beyond his or her control from 
 filing the appeal in time.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clauses 32 to 33 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 34 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 21 in page 22 and insert,— 

 “within one month of the date on which such decision was”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clauses 35 to 37 were agreed to. 
 

Clause 38 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 13 in page 24 and insert,— 

 “brought to the notice of such disciplinary authority within a period of         
   one month.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 
 

Clause 39 was agreed to. 

Clause 40 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 32 in page 25 and insert,— 

 “or disclosed under this Act.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 
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 Clause 41 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out line 2 in page 26 and insert,— 

 “to the principles and provisions of this Act.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 
 

Clause 42 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 43 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed an amendment to 

leave out lines 15 to 20 (both inclusive) in page 28 and insert,— 

  “(e) a company incorporated under the Companies Act, No. 7 of 2007, in 

   which the State, or a public corporation or the State and a public         

   corporation together hold twenty five per centum or more of the         

   shares or otherwise has a controlling interest;”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out line 13 in page 29 and insert,— 

  “professional institutions which are established, recognized or licensed         
  under any written law or funded, wholly or partly, by the State or a public 
  corporation or any statutory body established or created by a statute of a 
  Provincial Council;”;  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out line 16 in page 29 and insert,— 

  “vocational or technical education which are established, recognized or 
  licensed under any written law or funded, wholly or partly, by the State 
  and or a public corporation or any statutory body established or created 
  by a statue of a Provincial Council;”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
 

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media proposed another 

amendment to leave out lines 20 to 25 in page. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 
 

Clause 44 was agreed to. 

 

SCHEDULE 

Question that the SCHEDULE stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
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 Preamble 

Question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
 

Bill reported with Amendments. 
   

The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass moved,— That the Bill, as 
amended be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

4. Adjournment : The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— That this 

Parliament do now adjourn. 

 

Question put, and agreed to; the Parliament was at 4.16 p.m. adjourned until         

1.00 p. m. on Tuesday, July 05, 2016. 

 
 


