(Eighth Parliament - First Session)

No. 49. ]
MINUTES OF PARLIAMENT
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 at 1.00 p.m.
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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker made the following
announcements :-

I
“I wish to inform the Parliament that I have received the determination of the Supreme
Court in respect of the Bill entitled “Theravadi Bhikku Kathikawath (Registration)”
which has been challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the

Constitution.
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The Supreme Court has determined that Clauses 2(2), 2(3), 2(4) and 11(2) are
inconsistent with Articles 9, 10, and 14(1)(e) of the Constitution, Clauses 4, 5 and 13(1)
are inconsistent with Article 9 of the Constitution and Clause 12 is inconsistent with
Articles 9, 10, 12 and 14(1)(e) of the Constitution and could only be passed with a
special majority prescribed in Article 83 of the Constitution and approved by the people
at a Referendum.

The Court further stated that the inconsistency of the above Clauses would cease if
amended, as follows:—

a) by deleting clauses 2(3), 2(4), 4 and 5; and

b) by amending clauses 2(2), 11(2) and Clause 13(1) as suggested in the
determination.
Subject to foregoing the other provisions of the Bill are not inconsistent with the

Constitution.
I order that the determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report of

today’s proceedings.”
il

“I wish to inform the Parliament that I have received the Determination of the Supreme
Court in respect of the Bill entitled “Microfinance” which has been challenged in the

Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has determined that none of the functions stated in Clauses 9(1),
9(3) and 11(b) of the said Bill fall within the ambit of the said Provincial Council List

and the provisions of the Bill are not inconsistent with the Constitution.

I order that the determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report of

today’s proceedings.”

2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and
Mass Media presented,—

(i) the Annual Report of the Defence Services Command and Staff College for
the year 2013; and

(ii) the Performance Report of the Ministry of Defence and Urban
Development for the year 2014.

Ordered that the said Reports do lie upon the Table.

(2) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media presented the Annual
Report of the Lanka Phosphate Limited for the year 2013/14.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.
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(3) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media presented,—

(i) the Order made by the Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade under Section 14(1) of the Sri Lanka Export
Development Act, No. 40 of 1979, relating to Cess and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1941/32 of 20" November 2015;

(ii)) the Order made by the Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade under Section 14(1) of the Sri Lanka Export
Development Act, No. 40 of 1979, relating to Cess and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1941/33 of 20" November 2015; and

(iii) the Order made by the Minister of Development Strategies and
International Trade under Section 14(1) of the Sri Lanka Export
Development Act, No. 40 of 1979, relating to Cess and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1944/54 of 11" December 2015.

Ordered that the said Papers do lie upon the Table.

3. Petitions :
(1) Hon. Dilan Perera presented—

(1) a petition dated 28.10.2015 from Mr. B. S. De Silva of No. 55/1, Thala
Aluth-ela Road, Badulla; and

(il) a petition dated 28.10.2015 from Mr. J. H. Siripala of No. 73,
Kendagahaella, Dulgolla, Bandarawela.

(2) Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake presented a petition dated 05.10.2015 from
Mrs. B. P. Mallika of No. 365, Henawala, Kadugannawa.

(3) Hon. Indika Anuruddha Herath presented a petition dated 23.09.2015 from
Mr. P. P. Nelson Chandrathilaka of No. 62 , Soratha Mawatha,
Mugurugampola, Mirigama.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order No. 25A of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

4. National Minimum Wage of Workers : The Minister of Higher Education
and Highways on behalf of the Minister of Labour and Trade Unions Relations
presented,— “Bill to provide for the payment of National Minimum Wage by
employers to workers and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.”.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, February 23, 2016 and to
be printed.

5. Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers : The Minister of Higher Education
and Highways on behalf of the Minister of Labour and Trade Unions Relations,— Bill
to provide for the payment of a Budgetary Relief Allowance by employers to workers
and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday, February 23, 2016 and to
be printed.
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6. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran seconded by
Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following
Bill:—

“Bill to amend the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act, No. 2 of 1996.”

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the first time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order No. 47(5) of the Parliament, to the
Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development for report.

The Speaker made the following Announcement :

“The Attorney-General has expressed that the provisions of the Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources (Amendments) Bill which was presented in the House today by  the
Hon. Member of Parliament M. A. Sumanthiran, are subject to Article 154G (5) (a) of
the Constitution. I, therefore, direct the Secretary-General of Parliament to forward the
copies of the said Bill to each Provincial Council for report to Parliament in accordance
with the Standing Order No. 46A (2) (a).”

7. Leave to introduce Bill : Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna seconded by
Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following
Bill:—

“Bill to incorporate the Institute of Environmental Professionals, Sri Lanka.”

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the first time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order No. 47(5) of the Parliament, to the
Minister of Mahaweli Development and Environment for report.

8. Regulations under the Registration of Persons Act : The Minister of Internal
Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs moved,— That the Regulations
made by the Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs
under subsection (1) of Section 52 of the Registration of Persons Act, No. 32 of 1968
and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1946/31 of 22! December 2015, which
were presented on 26.01.2016, be approved.

(At 3.45 p. m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

(At 4.31 p. m. the Deputy Chairman of Committees took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

9. Adjournment (Dumping of Colombo Solid Waste at Aruwakkalu,

Puttalam) : The Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural
Affairs moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.

Question proposed, and debated.

Question put, and agreed to; the Parliament was at 5.45 p.m. adjourned until
1.00 p.m. on Thursday, February 11, 2016.



