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 Parliament met pursuant to adjournment.  The Speaker took the Chair.   

 

1.  Oath or Affirmation  :  

The Hon. Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka, Member of Parliament under 
Article 99A of the Constitution; made and subscribed the Affirmation required by law 
and signed the Book at the Table. 

 

2. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker  made the following 
announcements :- 
 

I 
 

“I wish to inform the Parliament that I have received the Determination of the Supreme 

Court in respect of the Bill entitled “Local Authorities Elections (Amendment)” 

which has been challenged in the Supreme Court  in terms of Article 121(1). 

The Supreme Court has determined that the Clause 4 of the Bill is inconsistent with 

Article 12(1) of the Constitution and the inconsistency would cease if the Clause 4 be 

amended as suggested by the Court.  

The Court further determined that the other provisions of the Bill are not inconsistent 

with the Constitution and the inconsistency between the Sinhala text and the English 

text in the Clause 2 could be corrected at the Committee Stage of the Bill. 

I order that the Determination of the Supreme Court be printed in the Official Report of 

today’s proceedings.” 

II 
 

“I wish to inform the Parliament in terms of Standing Order No. 50(2)(a) of Parliament 

that I have received copies of two petitions filed at the Supreme Court under Article  

121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Bill entitled “Buddhist Temporalities 

(Amendment)”. ” 
 

3. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Minister  of Par liamentary Reforms and 
Mass Media presented the  Performance Report and Annual Accounts of the District 
Secretariat, Anuradhapura for the year 2014.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(2) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media  presented the Annual 
Report of the Sri Lanka Institute of Textile and Apparel for the year 2013.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
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 (3) The Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media presented the Annual 
Report of the National Institute of Plantation Management for the year 2013.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(4) The Minister of Women and Child Affairs presented the Annual Performance 
Report of the Department of Probation and Child Care Services for the year 2014.  

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 
4. Petitions :   

 

 (1) Hon. Harin Fernando presented a petition dated 05.12.2015 from Mr. K. A. 
  T. I.  Kodituwakku of No. 297, Helawatta, Diyathalawa.  

 

 (2) Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe presented a petition dated 26.10.2015 from Mr. M. 
  G. M. Millawana of No. 47, Wagollawatta, Gokarella.  

 

 (3) Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena presented — 
 

  (i) a petition dated 04.10.2015 from Mr. M. G. David Appuhami of      
   No. 216/1, Deniyaya Road, Poramba, Akuressa; and 

 

  (ii) a petition dated 28.09.2015 from Mr. P. H. Gunapala of Gangasevana, 
   Pelana, Weligama.  

 
 (4) Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara presented — 
 

  (i) a petition dated 03.10.2015 from Mr. M. T. A. Mansoor of No. 277/A, 
   Main Street, Ehaliyagoda; and 

 

  (ii) a petition dated 18.11.2015 from Mr. W. Jayantha Weerasiri of                
   No. A 58 - 2, “Dahami Sevana”, Algoda, Dehiowita.  

 
 (5) Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardana presented — 

   

  (i) a petition dated 02.11.2015 from Mr. A. S. Kamal Perera of Galle 
   Road, Pohoddaramulla, Wadduwa; 

 

  (ii) a petition dated 27.11.2015 from Mrs. J. S. W. Silva of “Tharanga”, 
   No. 41, Jaya Mawatha, Araliya Uyana, Kalutara South; and 

 

  (iii) a petition dated 04.11.2015 from Ven. Pathakada Wimalagnana Thero 
   of Veerawardhanaramaya, No. 34, Temple Road, Kalutara North.  

 
 (6) Hon. K. K. Piyadasa presented a petition dated 20.10.2015 from Mr. A. M. 

  Gamini Lakshman of No. 95/2, Kiriwelheenna, Morahenegama, Hatton 
  (via).  

 
 (7) Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage presented a petition dated 28.12.2015 from   

  Mrs. S. L. Pathima Riyana of No. 54, Baily Road, Nawalapitiya.  
 
 (8) Hon. Nalaka Prasad Colonne presented a petition dated 15.09.2015 from 

  Mr. W. A. Hemakumara of No. 13, B. O. P. 317, Thalpotha, Polonnaruwa.  
 
 (9) Hon. Mujibur Rahuman presented a petition dated 15.10.2015 from Mr. A. 

  K. Syrik of No. 259/3, Galle Road, Mount Lavinia.  
 
The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order No. 25A of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 
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 5. Local Authorities Elections (Amendment) Bill : Order for Second Reading 
read. 

The Prime Minister and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs    
moved,— That the Bill be now read a second time. 

 
Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Higher Education and Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister 
and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs moved,— That the Bill be 
referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee)   

The Speaker took the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 3 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 4 
 

The Minister of Higher Education and Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister 
and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs proposed an amendment to 
leave out all words in lines 14 to 26 (both inclusive) in page 3 and insert,— 
   

 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

 

'Declaration  
of women  
members to  
be returned.  

65AA. In the apportionment, in accordance with the order of 
priority of ranking, of the number of women members to be returned 
from all the wards of such Local Authority area among the 
recognized political parties and independent groups, as referred to in 
section 28(2A), the Commissioner of Elections shall take into 
consideration the number of valid votes polled by each recognized 
political party and independent group in all the wards of such local 
authority area, and the method of apportionment set out in Article 
99A of the constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri 
Lanka shall, mutatis mutandis, apply thereto: 

 
Provided that, the Commissioner of Elections shall not require the 

secretary of any recognized political party or group leader of any 
independent group to make any nomination of persons in addition to 
the persons already nominated under section 28 nor shall the 
Secretary or group leader, as the case may be, submit any list making 
any nomination.'   
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 Clause 5  

The Minister of Higher Education and Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister 
and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs proposed an another 
amendment to leave out all words in lines 27 to 33 (both inclusive) in page 3 and   
insert,— 
 

“ ‘5.  Section 66 of the principal enactment is hereby amended in subsection (1) of 
 that section by the substitution for the words and figure “returned under 
section  65A of this Ordinance” of the words and figures “returned under 
section 65A and section 65AA of this Ordinance’.” 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

 

Clause 6 

The Minister of Higher Education and Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister 
and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs proposed an amendment to 
leave out all words in lines 3 to 5 (both inclusive) in page 4 and insert,— 
 

“ ‘(a) in paragraph (b) of that subsection -  
 

 (1) by the substitution for the words and figure “returned 
        under section 65A of this” of the words and figures 
        “returned under sections 65A and 65AA of this”;  
 

(2) by the substitution for the words “Ordinance to fill      
such vacancy.” of the words “Ordinance to fill such 
vacancy; or’;’ ”  

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 
The Minister of Higher Education and Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister 

and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs proposed another amendment 
to leave out all words in line 11 in page 4 and insert,— 

 

 “Declare returned within thirty days of the occurrence”.  
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 
The Minister of Higher Education and Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister 

and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs proposed another amendment 
to leave out all words in lines 14 to 16 (both inclusive) in page 4 and insert,— 

 

“the other nomination paper submitted by the respective   
recognized political party or independent group, as the case may  
be, in terms of subsection (2A) of section 28.”  

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

Clause 7 was agreed to. 
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 Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
 
Long Title 
Question that the Long Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
 

Bill reported with Amendments. 
   
The Minister of Higher Education and Highways on behalf of the Prime Minister 

and Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs moved,— That the Bill, as 
amended be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

6. Adjournment : The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— That this  
Parliament do now adjourn. 

 

Question put, and agreed to; the Parliament was at 3.05 p.m. adjourned until         
1.00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 10, 2016.    

    

 
  


