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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker : The Speaker made the following
announcements,—

“This House is hereby informed that the Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan the
Parliamentary Group Leader of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi is recognized as the
Leader of the Opposition of the 8" Parliament since it has been notified in writing that

the United People’s Freedom Alliance is not making any request.”

II

“Arrangements have been made to hold an Awareness Programme on Parliamentary
Procedures and Traditions for Members of Parliament newly elected to the Eighth
Parliament in Committee Room No.1 of the Parliament on the two days Thursday the
10™ and Friday the 11" of September 2015. This programme has been scheduled to be
held from 8.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Thursday the 10" of September and from 9.00 a.m.
to 5.00 p.m. on Friday the 11™ of September and arrangements have been made for
participation of some experts on Parliamentary Practices and Traditions as resource
persons.

I believe that this programme will be exceptionally instrumental in successfully
accomplishing your legislative functions in Parliament.

Therefore the Hon. Members, I very kindly request you to participate in this programme
without fail.”

2. Business of the Parliament : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That the proceedings on Item No. 1 of Public Business appearing on the
Order Paper be exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of the Standing Order
No. 23 of the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

3. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 1) : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,—That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the Parliament,
the hours of sitting on Tuesday, September 22", 2015 shall be 1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At
6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament without question put.

Question put, and agreed to.
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4. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 2) : The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 22™, 2015.

Question put, and agreed to.

5. Determination under the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka : The Prime Minister moved,— That whereas the United National Party
which obtained the highest number of seats in Parliament has formed a National
Government Parliament determines in terms of Article 46(4) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka that the number of Ministers in the Cabinet
of Ministers shall not exceed 48 and the number of Ministers who are not Cabinet
Ministers and the number of Deputy Ministers shall not exceed 45.

Question put, and debated.

Suspension of Sitting

11.05 am.

The sitting was suspended until 11.25 a.m.
11.25 am.

The Sitting was resumed. The Speaker took the Chair.

The Speaker made the following announcement :—

“I studied the Point of Order raised by the Hon. Anura Dissanayaka on the Article
46(5) of the Constitution in detail. I also took into consideration the submissions made
by the Hon. Members on both sides as well as the functions of the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution Bill meant by the Legislature at the Committee stage of
Parliament. Accordingly I conclude that when constituting a National Government in
terms of Article 46(5) of the Constitution the recognized political party or independent
group that secures the highest number of seats in Parliament can form a National
Government with any political party or independent group recognized by Parliament. 1
therefore conclude that the motion moved by the Hon. Prime Minister under Article 46
(4) of the Constitution can be taken up for debate.”

(At 12.34 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the chair.)

(At 3.40 p.m. the Deputy Chairman of Committees took the chair.)
(At 5.30 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the chair.)

(At 5.56 p.m. the Speaker took the chair.)

Question put, and agreed to; the Parliament having divided Under Standing Order
No. 43 — Ayes: 143 ; Noes: 16.
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Hon. Vadivel Suresh Hon. Abdul Haleem

Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne Hon. Kabir Hashim

Hon. Ali Zahir Moulana Seyed Hon. H.M.M. Harees

Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe Hon. (Dr.) A.R.A. Hafeez
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Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne Hon. M.L.A.M. Hizbullah
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NOES
Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake
Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara
Hon. Nihal Galappaththi Hon. S. Premarathna
Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama
Hon. Padma Udhayashantha Hon. Wimal Weerawansa
Gunasekera Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera
Hon. Sisira Jayakody Hon. Sunil Handunnetti
Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa Hon. Vijitha Herath

Hon. Anura Dissanayaka

6. Adjournment : The Leader of the House of Parliament moved,— That this
Parliament do now adjourn.

Question put, and agreed to.

Accordingly, the Parliament was at 6.50 p.m. adjourned until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 22, 2015 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament on this day.



