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Members’ Bills appear under the heading, ‘Bills, Private’.

Boards, Corporations, Departments and other statutory bodies are generally indexed under the key word indicating the institution.
Ministers’ Statements are indexed under ‘Ministerial Statements, subject headings and under the names of the respective Minis ters.

Motions, etc., are indexed under subject headings and under the names of Ministers and Members presenting them and / or participating
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Orders, Regulations, Resolutions and Rules appear under one heading starting with “ Orders....”
Private Members’ Motions are indexed under ‘Private Members’, Motions’ and under the names of Members participaﬁng in debate.
Proceedings are divided into four sections under each Member, i.e. Debates, Documents Tabled, Questions and Other Items.

(Items, other than Debates, Documents Tabled and Questions, are listed first.)

Questions are indexed under five separate headings to facilitate reference, i.e. Questions by Private Notice; Questions, Adjournment;
Questions, Oral; Questions, Prime Minister’s; Questions, Written.

Questions are also indexed under the names of Members asking them. Questions relating to matters of public importance are cross
indexed under the subject heading.

Subjects discussed on Motions of Adjournment are indexed under the names of Members participating in debate and under ‘Debates,
Adjournment’.
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Const. - Constitution Inst. - Institution SL - Sri Lanka
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Dev. - Development MPP - Members of Parliament Techno. - Technology
Dist. - District Nom. - Nomination Temp - Temporary

Div. - Division Notifi. - Notification UC - Urban Council
Doc. - Document Opp. - Opposed Unop. - Unopposed

Note: This Index has been prepared for the Uncorrected Hansard, The column numbers may slightly vary in the
corrected version - Indexing Unit
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Debates, Adjournment:
Executive Presidency, Abolition of, 85-92

Samarawickrama, The Hon. Malik, M.P.:
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(xli)

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 17" August,2015)

A

Abeygunawardana, Pahalage Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)
Abeysekara, Sisira Kumara, Walimuni Mendis Priyanjith Hemantha (Puttalam)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardena, Lakshman Yapa (National List)

Abeywardena, Mahinda Yapa (Matara)

Abeywardana, Wajira (Galle)

Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma, Dullas Daham Kumara (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Aluthgamage, Aluthgamage Ananda (Mahanuwara)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda Meethalawe (Mahanuwara)
Aluwihare, Ranjith (Matale)

Aluwihare, Wasantha (Matale)

Amarasena, Thushara Indunil Girana Pathirannehelage (Kurunegala)
Amaratunga, John Anthony Emmanuel (Gampaha)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Amunugama, Sarath (National List)

Appuhamy, Makavita Arachchige Don Hector Hygenus (Puttalam)
Ashoka, Priyantha R.D. (Puttalam)

Atukorale, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

B

Balasuriya, Tharaka Ramanya (Kegalle)

Bandara, Mrs. Kulathunga Dissanayaka Mudiyanselage Chandrani Ofeeliya (Anuradhapura)
Bandara, R.B. Palitha Range (Puttalam)

Bandaranayake, Indika (Kurunegala)

Bandarigoda, Bandula Lal (Galle)

Basnayaka, Basnayaka Mudiyanselage Dilhan Tharanath (Kurunegala)

Bathiudeen, Rishad (Vanni)

Berugoda, Vijitha (Monaragala)

C

Chandrasena Samarakoon Mudiyanselage (Anuradhapura)
Colonne, Nalaka Prasad (Polonnaruwa)

D

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla) [Resigned on 14" September, 2015]
De Mel, Sirinal (National List)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Haduwameregngna Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)
De Silva, Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Nileththi Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Zoysa, Thirimadura Ranjith (Ratnapura)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, D.T.W. Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)
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Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)
Dissanayake, Eranjan Navin (Nuwara Eliya)
Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, S.B. (National List)

Dissanayake, Salinda (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Weerakumara( Anuradhapura)
Dushmantha, Hewa Ralalage Sarathie (Kegalle)

Ekanayake, T.B. (Kurunegala)

Faizal, Mohomed Cassim Mohomed (Digamadulla)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Harin (Badulla)

Fernando, Johnston Xavier (Kurunegala)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpatchuwa Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka (National List) [From 08th February, 2016]
Fowzie, A. H. M. (National List)

G

Gajadeera Vidhanearachchige Bans Chandrasiri (Matara)

Galappaththi Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Gamage, Mrs. Anoma (National List)

Gamage, Daya (Digamadulla)

Gamage, Don Chandima (Anuradhapura)

Gamage, Piyasena (Galle) [ From 08th November, 2017] ]
Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Gankanda, Dunesh (Ratnapura)

Grero, Kondagamage Mohan Lal (Colombo)

Gunasekara, Edward Dehiwala Liyanage (Gampaha)

Gunasekera, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Padma Udayashantha (Monaragala)
Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardana, M.K.A.D.S. (National List) [Died : 19th January, 2016]
Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasinghe (Colombo)

H

Hafees, Abdul Rauf Abdul (National List) [Resigned on 19th January, 2016]
Hakeem, A. Ibathul Rauff (Mahanuwara)

Haleem, Mohamad Hashim Abdul (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (National List)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Harrison, Pelisge (Anuradhapura)

Hashim, Mohomed Kabir Mohamed (Kegalle)

Herath, Hitihami Appuhamilage Don Indika Anuruddha (Gampaha)
Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Hizbullah, Muhammad Lebbe, Alim Muhammad (National List)

Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)
Ismail, Seeni Mohamed Mohamed (National List) [From 08th June, 2018]
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J

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayarathne, Anura Sidney (Polonnaruwa)

Jayaratne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)

Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Premalal (Ratnapura)

Jayasena, Mrs. Sumedha G. (Monaragala)

Jayasuriya, Karu (National List)

Jayathilake, Malith (National List)

Jayathissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardana, Herath Mudiyanselage Lucky Dissanayake (Mahanuwara)
Jayawardana, Senadheerage Don Kawinda Heshan (Gampaha)

K
Kariyawasam, Akila Viraj (Kurunegala)
Karunanayake, Ravindra Sandresh (Colombo)
Karunatileka, Gayantha (Galle)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara, (Mahanuwara)
Kodeeswaran, Kaveendiran (Digamadulla)
Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)
Kumar, M. Velu (Mahanuwara)
Kumarasingha, Mrs. Geetha Samanmalee (Galle) [Nomination void according to Supreme Court decision of 2nd November, 2017]
Kumarasiri, Jayasundara Mudiyanselage Ananda (Monaragala)

L

Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)
Lanza, Warnakulasooriya Antony Nimal (Gampaha)

M

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (Monaragala)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Mahroof, Mohamed Abdullah Mohamed (Trincomalee)

Maheswaran, Mrs.Vijayakala (Jaffna)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha)

Mansoor, Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad (Digamadulla)

Marapana, Tilak Janaka (National List)

Marasinghe, Chandrajith Ashubodha (National List)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunne, Sarath Chandrasiri (National List) [Resigned on 04th September, 2015]
Moulana, Seyed Ali Zahir (Batticaloa)

Musthapha, Faiszer (National List)

Muthu, Sivalingam (Nuwara Eliya)

Muthuhettigamage, Nishantha (Galle)

Mutukumarana, Sarath Chandrasiri (Anuradhapura)

Mylvaganam, Thilakarajah (Nuwara Eliya)

N

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Naleen Manusha (Galle)

Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Navavi, Mohamed Haneefa Mohamed (National List) [Resigned on 23rd™ May, 2018]
Nawinne, R.M.S.B. (Kurunegala)

Nazeer, Ahamadulebbe Mohamadu (National List)[From 06th February, 2018]
Nirmalanathan, Irudayanathan Charles (Vanni)
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Paranawithana, Karunarathna (Ratnapura)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh Chandima Benthota (Galle)

Perera, Achchige Don Vithana Lakshaman Wasantha (Matale)
Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Dilan (National List)

Perera, Gamini Jayawickrama (Kurunegala)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kurugamage Sanath Nishantha (Puttalam)

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Erdly Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyadasa, Kalandugoda Kankanamge (Nuwara Eliya)
Premachandra, Mrs. Hirunika Eranjalee (Colombo)
Premadasa, Ambathanna Dewayalage (Kegalle)

Premadasa, Sajith (Hambantota)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathna, Suddachcharige (Matara)

Punchinilame, Susantha Galagamuwa (Trincomalee)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Rahuman, Mohamed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Chamal Jayantha (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (National List)

Ramanayake, Sadda Widda A.A. Ranjan (Gampaha)
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranatunga, Arjuna (Gampaha)

Ranatunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)
Ranaweera, Bulathwelage Prasanna (Gampaha)

Rathana Thero, Ven. Athuraliye (National List)
Rathnayake, Weerakoon Bimal Niroshan (National List) [From 14th September, 2015]
Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Ratnayaka, Sagala Gajendra (Matara)

Ratwatte, Lohan Evindra (Mahanuwara)

S

Salman, Mohomed Hafeel Mohomed (National List) [Resigned on 18th January, 2018]
Samarasinghe, Mahinda (National List)

Samarasinghe, Sandith (Kegalle)

Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samaraweera, Mangala (Matara)

Samaraweera, Ravindra (Badulla)

Samarawickrama, Malik (National List)

Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Saravanapavan, Easvarapatham (Jaffna)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senanayake, Vasantha Naresh Parakkrama (Polonnaruwa)

Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Rajitha Harischandra (Kalutara)

Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Chathura Sandeepa (Gampaha)

Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (Colombo)

Senathirajah, Mavai Somasuntharam (Jaffna)

Senewiratne, Lakshman Pinthu Jayathilake (Badulla) [From 16th September, 2015]
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Senewiratne, W.D.J. (Ratnapura)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Shihabdeen, Ameer Ali Seyed Mohammad (Batticaloa)
Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaftna)

Sivamohan, Sivaprakasam (Vanni)

Sivasakthi, Annamalai Nadesu (Vanni)
Siyambalapitiya, Basnayaka Ralalage Ranjith (Kegalle)
Srineshan, Gnanamuthu (Batticaloa)

Sriskandarasa, Mrs. Shanthi (National List)
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Arumadura, Mr. S.M.R.B. Pataliya, Mrs. W.A.D.P. Wijekonda, Miss H.G. Poojika, Mr. H.G. Lakshitha, Miss S.M.A. Kumuduni, Mrs.
F.H.AN. Silva.

HANSARD REPORTERS — Mrs. P.M.G.P. Priyangika, Mrs. M.L.S. Nishra, Mrs. E.H.W. Irangika, Mrs. T.T. Kumanayake, Mrs. H.R.P. Chandani,
Miss C.R. Karunaratna, Mr. M.A.T.D. Millagastenna, Mr. H.G. Manjula, Mrs. D.R.D. Hettige, Miss M.M.C.K. Marasinghe, Mrs. M.P. Niroshi
Sajeewani, Mrs. K.P. Pathma, Mrs. T.U. Weerasekara, Miss G.A. Hiruni Punsara, Mr. N. Ketheeswaran, Mrs. M. Pushpakumara,
Mrs. T.N.Samarasinghe, Mrs.G.N.Rathnaseeli, Mr.K.M.D.Lanka, Mrs. H.R.U.S. Nivarchana, Mrs. E.V.T.R. Edirisinghe, Mrs. Indunil
Dhammika, Mrs. M.A.Jesmina

COMMITTEE REPORTERS — Mrs. J.A.T. Samanthika, Mrs. P.G.K.N. Mihiri, Mrs. R.M. Darshika Siriwardena, Miss S. Thushanthini, Mrs. J.K.I.
Nilmini, Mrs.M.A.K.S.Sanjeewani, Miss. R.P.G.Kumari, Miss.T.P.R.T.Kumari, Miss. M.B.T.N.Priyadarshani

SENIOR INDEXING OFFICERS - Mr. M.M.M. Nasaar, Miss S.A.D. Manori, Mr. J. Naushad, Mrs. M.B.V.N.T. Fernando
INDEXING OFFICERS - Mr. A M.C.M. Adikari

RECORDING SUPERVISOR - MTr.J.S. Weerasooriya

FINANCE AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (FINANCE) — Mr. K.G.M. Jayashantha

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS OFFICE - Mrs. K.A.L. Senarathna (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. W.P.L. Jayasinghe (Principal Officer);
Mrs. S.W.T.R. de Silva (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. LK. Samarasekera, Mr. R.A.R.L.Ranawake, Mrs. D.M.D. Alahakoon, Mr.
M.AK.D.C.Kumara, Mrs. RM.S. Samanjika, Mr.W.K.D.S.Kumarasiri (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. T.P.de Costa, Miss.
L.D.H.Molligoda (Parliamentary Officers)

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES OFFICE - Mrs. ED.S.M. Fernando (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. H.M.C.N.K. Herath, (Principal
Officer); Mr. L.B.R. Pathmasiri (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. J.A.D. Jayasinghe, Miss A.P.K.K.P. Thilakaratne (Assistant Principal
Officers)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE— Mr.W.K D. C.Withana (Assistant Director—Administration)
SENIOR STORES OFFICER - Mr. K.D. Kapila

RECEIVING OFFICER - Mr. R.A.C. Ranabahu

SHROFF - Miss. E.H.Jayaweera

SENIOR STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. K.M.A B. Deliwala

STOREKEEPER - Mr. L.D.G. Perera

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. N.G.S. Perera

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.G.W.M.P.P.B. Weerakoon
INSPECTOR (CIVIL) - Mr. J.D.K.K. Jayasooriya

INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. S.S. Elvitigala

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Mrs.A.L.A.U. Amrasinghe

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel, Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne, Mr. P.R. Karunathilake,Mr. P.A.S. Lalith
Kumara

TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) -
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CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) -
EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr. C.R. Silva

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER -

F & B MANAGER - Mr. A K.A L. Amarasinghe

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. K. M.H. Nalin Rodrigo,

SOUS CHEF - Mr. U.R.R. Fernando

ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER — Mr. M.D. Perera

SENIOR RESTAURANT MANAGER- Mr. W.M.R. Jinendrasinghe

RESTAURANT MANAGERS -Mr. W.S.S.Perera, Mr.J.AN.S.Perera, Mer.K.A.D.A. Wijesiri, Mr. K.A.A. Jayantha, Mr. K.A.J.L. Tillekeratne, Mr.
L.P. Perera

GARDEN SUPERVISOR -

SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna,Mr. K.N. Basnayake,

HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. P.P.N.S. Pushpakumara, Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri, Mr. K.H. Yasapala

F & B SUPERVISORS—MTr. L.G.Jayawardena, Mr. K.G.P.K. Gamlath, Mr. K.D.M.S. Fernando, Mr. N.D. Wijeyasundara, Mr. M.P.N. Chandrasiri,
Mr.M.G.M.Dayarathna, Mrs.S.C.Renuka,, Mr.M.K.N.Daminda, Mr. M.G.U.Jayasiri, Mr.P.S.N.Muthukumarana, Mr.K.S.Sumanaweera,
Mr.K.P.S.Wajirapani, Mr. S.A.N.Senadhira, Mt.T.P.Danthanarayana

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr.G.A.Wijesinghe

CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr.S.E. Jinadasa, Mr. K.D.S. Patroneous, Mr. W.D.J.D. Wickremasinghe, Mr. K.W.G. Nissanka.

SENIOR LEADING COOKS - Mr. R.G.K. Kadanarachchi, Mr. K.D.U. Gunarathna

LEADING COOKS - Mr. JM.R. Premalal, Mr.K.D.Piyasiri, Mr.A.A.D.T.S.K.Abeynayake, Mr.D.A.A.Kumarasiri, Mr.H.Wijesiri,
Mr.L.K.C.S.Gajanayake, Mr. D.M.M.B.Upasena, Mr.P.R.Wijesinghe

SENIOR ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER—Mr. M.M.Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. J.R. Gajaweera Arachchige
TABLE OFFICE - Mr. H.E. Janakantha Silva, Mr. M.J. Perera (Assistant Directors - Administration); Miss N.R.W. Abayawardena, Mr. P.H.

Kumarasinghe, (Principal Officers); Mr. K.R. Herath, Mrs. C.M. Subasinghe (Deputy Principal Officers); , Mrs. K.C.K. Peiris , Mrs. A.C.F.
Nusrath , Mr.S.L.Wickrama (Assistant Principal Officers)

BILLS OFFICE - Miss G. Thatchanarany (Assistant Director - Administration), Mr. W.A.K.C. Udapola (Principal Officer); Mr.K.P.Chandana
(Deputy Principal Officer); Mr. J. Naseerdeen, Mr. S.A.M. Shaheed, Mrs. W.L.S.D. de Alwis (Assistant Principal Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.I. Dissanayake (Assistant Director- Administration); Mr. N.N. Wewelwela (Principal Officer); Mrs. S.P. Gamage
(Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. V.P.G.S. Vidanapathirana, Mrs. R.A.N.D. Alwis,(Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. W.M.L.M.
Weerasinghe (Parliamentary Officer)

COMMITTEE OFFICE II - Mr. C. Kalansooriya (Assistant Director- Administration); Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Principal Officer)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. N.S. Wickramarathne, Mrs. A.C.P. Sooriyapperuma
(Assistant Directors - Administration); Mr. D.R.S. Fernando, Mr. A.S. de Silva, Mrs. M.K.S.D. Alwis (Deputy Principal Officers);
Mrs.B.J.Abeysinghe, Mr. R.C. Wijetilleke(Assistant Principal Officers); Mr. M.R.B. Senaratne, Mr.V.R.Sampath (Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. S.B. Kulugammana (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. C.M. Bulathsinhala,
(Principal Officer); Mr. E.D.J. Wickremasinghe, Mr.W.W.N.S.C. Fernando, Mr. H.R.C. Silva (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. G.R.U.Gamage
(Assistant Principal Officer); Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee (Parliamentary Officer)

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE— Mr. E.A.D. Daya Bandula (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. A.A.S.P. Perera  ( Principal
Officer); Mr. P.D.N. Fernando (Assistant Principal Officer); Miss.R.M.D.K..Priyadarshani (Parliamentary Officer)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. P.H.N. Premasiri
DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss K.A.D.R. Sepalika
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed, Miss. K.D.S.Wijenayake, Mr. G. Ratnayake

JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN GRADE I - Mrs. H.S. Rathnayake
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JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mr. W.A. Gunarathna, Mr.H.A.S.S.Perera, Mr.S.Jayarathna
CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mr. G. Kumanayake
SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICER - Mr. M. Ajiwadeen

RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. G.R. Ayesha Godagama, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi, Mrs. R.N.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mrs. J.S.
Amugoda Arachchi, Mr. V. Muralithas

CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. W.M.U. Bandara
DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. LL. Abdul Jabbar, Mr. J.A.S.P. Perera, Mr. M.S. Zain Fazil

SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. KM. Christopher, Mrs. LD.L. Ratnaseeli, Mr. K.D.R. Padmasiri, Mr. A.
Saravanabavanandan, Mr. C.J. Karunaratne, Mr. A.G. Mohamed Fiqrhi, Mr. SR.M. Nisam, Mr. G.F.B. Sureshwaran, Mrs. N.B.C.J.
Nissanga, Mrs. H.V.S. Heendeniya, Mr. G.V.S. Wijesinghe, Mr. W.M. Rajapaksa.

PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. D.D.V.N. Dhammage, Mr. P.L.P.L.Kumarasiri, Mr. P. Shanthakumar, Mr. S. Rameshkumar,
Mrs. R. Vasanthi Perera, = Mr. M. Ajithkumar, Mr. G. Jeyachandra, Mr. M.H.M. Ramis, Mr. E.A. Amarasena, = Mr. EM.N.S.M.
Ekanayake, Mrs.A.L.A.D.Thiumini, Mrs. K.M.P.G.K. Senarathne, Mr.M.Z.M.Azka, Mrs.A.R. Thirukumar

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR (Information Systems and Management) - Mr. H.M.C. Perera
SYSTEMS ENGINEER - Mr. N.B.U. Nawagamuwa

SYSTEMS ANALYST - Mr. C.J. Willoraarachchi

COMMUNICATION / SECURITY ENGINEER - Mr. G.N. Lakmahal
SYSTEMS DESIGNER -

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. A.S.D.M. Wickramaratne

WEB AND NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. N.G.L.S. Karunathilaka
DATA BASE ADMINISTRATOR- Mr. N.M.P.U.Premachandra
SENIOR COMPUTER PROGRAMMER- Mr. D. Panditha

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Miss P.M.M. Chandima

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (SINHALA / ENGLISH) - Mr. U.L. Geeganage

WEB EDITOR (ENGLISH/TAMIL) - Mr. M.N.M. Shifaq

ASSISTANT COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. P.L.1.G. Cooray
SENIOR HELP DESK CO-ORDINATOR - Mrs. B.N.H. Thissera
PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER- Mrs.1.C.K.Ranasinghe

SENIOR COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mrs. P. Jehanya, Mr. J.S. Colombage, Mrs. K.G.S. Sewwandhi, Mrs. N.N. Hettige, Mr. W.H.U.D.
Piyatunga, Mr. A.G.R.K. Abeyrathne, Mr. N.D.D.P. Premasiri,Mr. K.P.P.S. Romawardene, ~Mr. K.D.G.M. Chrishantha, Mrs. W.D.A.
Jayarukshi, Mr. L.G. Ashik Ali, Mr. A.R.M. Rikaz Ali , Mr. A.M. Fouzul Ameen

SENIOR COMPUTER TECHNICIANS - Mr. G.M.T. Perera, Mr. H.S. Sathyajith

SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS- Mr.V.R.S.J.Somaratne, Mr.W.S.Suranga
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! Let him speak. oo
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(An Hon. Member)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTWST S)euTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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@O0 QBNWD O
(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Now you go ahead please.

O VYO BEHEE ®wmo
(omessrLyfl@ svgagiosT SiflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

No, we were having a little fun, Sir.
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OO DOIBNWBDHR o

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

8 & 01 e ACTO, OO BNITNBDROA.

o6 eBEOS BBy @wmo

(oreTLLfl@ svFagLosir lifleTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella))

©20009eD sNEWB DR 653, ©0 OBxie crsuts
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Thank you, Sir.

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST HjeuTH6lT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©0; D5IR® Boermdl OTEHROA, ¢¥ VIR »G
DOBID).

®©0 98.8. 3®sIBSsT Swmo
(omeTLyLfl@ 6TiD.6T. SriofbglTesT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

298 8Seddes.
STUPIBSITIT.
rose.

OO DOIBNWBDHR Do

(oreTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I will give you the Floor after Hon. Chandima
Weerakkody.

@G D538® BoFems Owmo

(omevsr i@ Fhdlw efrs6lsry)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

OO WOILNBHROB, YhmsInDicews BweE ©® 6@d,-
[@eds BRBO]
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00 IO ewendonm, wo 9Iém deFDiornwm W
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[B)FsB5ILGSsD  wrevTyllg  sridaf]  aledls  aflmuwiapsrt]
ClFriiF, 1redTL Il VFIRLeT GClFGlTallTset, OTedTLILIG (bS5
LIGOTL_TTBTUWISGS YBIGUTT TSNS STileilmps YiF Sripss
Clrssrpriser.]

[At this stage the Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa, the Hon.

Lakshman Senewiratne and the Hon. Indika Bandaranayake crossed
from the Opposition to the Government Benches.]

@G D538® Boems ®wmo
(orenrll@ FHlw afré6lsry.)
(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

[Gcresmed ¢t 888 9O wmoz GE.]
[y sHlrrFers s 1_swariiug yEmmLILL (Berang]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please!

©G O538® Bofemns Owm
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(The Hon. Speaker)

©0 QO ACE ONFROB, VI WD WO
30D eEED 0r). ¢ m WOBI®. [ewder BEO)
Order, please!

Do not disturb. ©6; @53505B, ©.8 edsim. Hon.
Sumanthiran -

@0 98.8. 0BG Swmo

(omessTLyif)@ 6TiD.67. FLOBHHTeir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, I want to make our Party's position very clear. -
[Unterruption.]

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ry ssed O58n »SgImS D) edxIm. Please,
98 @®s¥m. Hon. Sumanthiran, you may go ahead.

®0 98.8. 03B Swmo

(omessrLyif@ 6Tib.6y. FLoBHTesT)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, I want to make our Party's position very
clear with regard to the position of the Leader of the
Opposition.

As you said, the party in Opposition that has the
largest number of Seats is entitled to the post of the
Leader of the Opposition. There is no question on that.
But, the question is - there are two questions before this
House today. The first question is, is the UPFA a party in
Opposition? 1 say with respect, that the Head of the
UPFA is the Head of the Government and the Head of the
Executive - the Head of the Cabinet. Not only that, he
also holds three portfolios in the Cabinet. In such an
instance, our position is that when a Member of the
UPFA and that too, the Leader of the UPFA is in the
Cabinet, the Head of the Cabinet and holds three
portfolios in the Cabinet, another Member of the UPFA
cannot be the Leader of the Opposition. That is one.

Secondly, from the issue that has been raised by the
Hon. Leader of the House today, Article 99 (13) of the
Constitution very clearly stipulates that if a Member of
Parliament resigns or ceases to be a Member of the
political party through which he was elected to
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Parliament, then he vacates his Seat in Parliament upon
the expiration of one month from ceasing to be a Member
of that political party.

A question has arisen as to whether those who
resigned from the SLFP have also ceased to be Members
of the UPFA by that very fact of resigning from the SLFP
or by taking membership in another political party,
whether they have so lost their membership in the SLFP
and consequently lost their membership in the UPFA as
well. Now, that is a question of fact which needs to be
ascertained. It cannot be something that is covered up and
kept, because it concerns the composition of Parliament,
as to whether there are "strangers" in the House here
today. I take the view that there are "strangers" in the
House today and they must be asked to vacate the
Chamber.

But, if there is a question of fact to be ascertained,
surely Parliament is competent to ascertain that fact and
we will be moving for an appointment of a Select
Committee to inquire into that question of fact to
ascertain as to whether some Members, some who claim
to be Members and who have entered this Chamber today,
have in fact lost their membership in Parliament; because
that is a crucial question as to the composition of this
Parliament itself. I will be moving for an appointment of a
Select Committee. For those two reasons that I have just
enumerated, I appeal to the Hon. Speaker that the position
of the Leader of the Opposition ought not to be changed
until you take these two matters into consideration.

We also wish to address the Hon. Speaker in writing
within a couple of days, placing our position in this
respect. This is on a matter of principle, not because
anybody wants to hang on to any seat. - [Interruption.] It
is on a matter of principle that we were even forced to go
to court when, on wrong advice, Parliament was even
dissolved purportedly. It had been held by the Supreme
Court by a unanimous Judgment by seven Judges that that
was a violation of the Constitution by no less a person
than the President of this country.

So, we do not want the Constitution violated any
further. If some Members have ceased to be Members of
Parliament, they must withdraw from this Chamber now.
If they refuse to do that, this Parliament is perfectly
competent to inquire into that question of fact and a
Select Committee of Parliament can go into that. Until
such time, I earnestly request the Hon. Speaker that the
position of the Leader of the Opposition not be changed.

Thank you.

@O DIBNBHD O

(oTenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

In that case, Hon. Member, you have to give me a
written submission, because I have to take a decision
fairly early. By Friday, I will give my Ruling on this.

The Hon. Ajith P. Perera may speak next and then the
Hon. Udaya Gammanpila - we do not want to have a
debate on this - and after that, the Hon. A.D. Susil
Premajayantha may speak.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem.

@G 63 HBRO Owmx

(wrevrflg meyts amdin)

(The Hon. Rauft Hakeem)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to refer to a text message
that has come on the webpage of ‘"Daily Mirror” which
says that "the UPFA Parliamentary Group has decided to
nominate the former President Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
Opposition Leader in Parliament." Now the problem is,
Sir, the former President has become a former Member of
Parliament. That is the issue now. So this is a very critical
question. I have nothing personal against the Hon.
Rajapaksa, but the question is whether we are to call him
"Hon. Rajapaksa" or "Mr. Rajapaksa". -[Interruption.]

Mr. Speaker, the issue is this. We know our
Constitution says that the judicial power of the people
shall be exercised by courts through Parliament except in
the case of privileges and powers of Parliament.

The judicial power of the people is vested in this
House. Now, this is a matter that has to be gone into and
decided upon by this House and the House alone.
Therefore, it is important for us to set up a Select
Committee to go into this in detail to see whether this
matter of fact is, in fact, true or not.

I also know that the Hon. Udaya Gammanpila and the
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara being Attorneys-at-Law
have wrongly advised His Excellency the President and
have, unfortunately, put the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa too
into serious trouble- always giving wrong advice. -
[Interruption.] Therefore, this issue has to be ascertained
by this House and we have to await the determination.
Once the Select Committee is appointed, let us go into
this in detail. We have to examine the constitution of the
UPFA, which is lodged with the Commissioner of
Elections. - [Interruption.] We have to summon the
Commissioner of Elections and ask him to produce that
constitution - we have the constitution - to see who the
constituent parties of UPFA are and how the membership
of the UPFA is decided because the UPFA is the party
that contested the last Parliamentary Election.
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Also, Article 99 (13) is very clear, which states that
only when a Member is expelled from a party that he can
go to court within one month. Otherwise, ipso facto,
immediately once that Member obtains membership of
another party and his membership ceases, then his
Parliamentary Seat also ceases immediately - not in the
expiration of one month.

So, these are facts that we have to go into in detail.
Standing Order No. 21 talks about “strangers” in the
House and though it can be raised and we can ask the
Hon. Members who are "strangers" to withdraw, we are
not going to go that far. We will await the determination
of the Select Committee once it is appointed.

OO DOIBNBDHR o

(orenTyLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. I will look into that. ¢iz3 @8 0®w ¢Desy »SE.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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“....if this Court were to deny relief merely on the basis that the
Petitioners have failed to establish ‘unequal treatment’, we would in
fact be inviting the State to ‘equally violate the law.” It is
blasphemous and would strike at the very heart of Article 4 (d)
which mandates every organ of the State to “respect, secure and
advance the fundamental rights recognized by the Constitution”.
Rule of Law dictates that every act that is not sanctioned by the law
and every act that violates the law be struck down as illegal. It does
not require positive discrimination or unequal treatment. An act that
is prohibited by the law receives no legitimacy merely because it
does not discriminate between people.”
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"The Proclamation marked "P1" has been issued outside legal limits
and has resulted in a violation of Petitioner's rights both in his
capacity as a parliamentarian legitimately elected to represent the
People and in the capacity of a citizen who is entitled to be
protected from any arbitrary exercise of power.

For the reasons set out above, I hold that the Petitioners rights
guaranteed under Article 12 (1) of the Constitution have been
violated by the issue of the Proclamation filed with the petition in
SC FR 351/2018 marked "P1" and make order quashing the said
Proclamation and declaring the said Proclamation marked "P1"
null, void ab initio and without force or effect in law."
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

SPEAKER [THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI] took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I would like to start by reminding
ourselves that abolishing the Executive Presidency was a
cornerstone of the Yahapalana Government’s plan, guided by
the late Ven. Maduluwawe Sobhitha Thero and it is now
time to recommit to that goal. It is safe to say that it has
never been clearer why we need to abolish the system of
Executive Presidency.

The events of the last 51 days in our country should
leave us in no doubt that the concentration of power in
one office is a recipe for disaster. After having seen the ill
effects of this, we cannot turn a blind eye - we have to act
now. We have seen how this august House, the
Parliamentary branch of Government, functioned to
uphold democracy and the due process despite the
heinous act of the Executive. We have seen how the Hon.
Speaker courageously upheld due process amidst an
onslaught from the Executive as well as from some
Members of this very House. We have seen how the
Judiciary upheld the supreme law of the land - our
Constitution - amidst an attack on it from the Executive.

Our country’s democratic institutions will only be
strong if we have a meaningful distribution of power
between the three branches - Presidency, Parliament and
the Judiciary. It is about making sure that one person
does not wield all the authority and hold the country
hostage, as we saw over the last 51 days. The Executive
Presidency must go.

The argument that has been put forward for a while is
that a strong State requires a strong Executive President.
But look at the last 51 days. What kept this State strong
was the strong Legislature, its Speaker and the strong and
independent Judiciary; not the Presidency. In fact, the
actions of the Presidency weakened our State and did not
strengthen it. That weakened the State economically and
weakened it in the international community.

We need to bust some myths today. The Executive
Presidency does not lead to a stronger State. The
Executive Presidency does not strengthen the unitary
status of our country. The Executive Presidency does not
lead to a more stable government. We must bring
primacy to this Parliament, the elected Representatives of
the people from all corners of our country, all ethnicities
and all religions. It is clearly apparent from this crisis
that the Executive Presidency is posing a serious threat
towards strengthening of Legislature and all of us, as
Members of this Legislature, need to double down and
commit to abolishing the Executive Presidency.

We commenced on this path through the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Constitution which reined in the
absolute powers of the Executive and brought more of it
to Parliament. And for the last 51 days you could see
how vital this Amendment was.

Now it is time to complete the job to abolish the
Executive Presidency. It has never been clearer the
dangers of concentrating so much power in the hands of
one office rather than distributing more power to the
Parliament or people's representatives. We should not let
go this renewed opportunity, this renewed rationale.

I call upon all Members of this House to vote for this
Motion and campaign in the country when a Referendum
is brought in to abolish the Executive Presidency.

Thank you very much.



35 208Ee®xInd 36

[4.6.2.36]

@0 (40028 w) BwduB BnOS5 Owmo

(wrewryfl@ (HevTHlg)) swibLig) aildrwrdenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne)

©0] Bewdss mOnemn®B, Bwem S5ndsd n®as
8¢ ydmw § Comned YESI® ©n Pood dcndmdBae
DI 0¢en DOEODD eed, OO DudEGD Wi GesLn®
010 d®wem OHWNEeERB. YOO Sus e wY
OFws KHBnm vwved Hewles mwwemd 83 oo od.qd.
B8R OB, "'§ ComD0 Dowm BE5Ndus B»OwH
eI 8w @nB8" Bwr 988 ewddzn mEr. dwd »ETTO
B8R god 00 oved® mem ORE owmzNe®
BB, O ewddrnd 988ud WoxTm On® od.gl.
B8N BRSO 8Dl (BIvN. HYS vwwE HSBO w®»
gloceww Dnewsy 998 & 1 98 e¥Ig BNV BE.
"20®8m00 Bw®m EN3sB BO® 80D Hew eDsIH
POOTY; Yewed Oi w80 Hewo OB HyOOEY, dewst
Com0d OB CODEO e®w g BN, Comd B CODED
ey 03y 8Eed®sin HOwE" Bwr 982 OSn®1 BDD.
YOO ged 0ed qo®B Qdw ded B3®wedd
DBNoNGD OBBeB. Indwd 9m®  swngedsy
YOO DO Bem, J By dancE & B5I¢ aN0d dDD
WO Bow® B0nI8B D). HYT Indw dw yRFeds
DEo. o8B0y BO® dm OIMO Ondw 9E8ur Hew.
O® Ben, @8 ¢5ivn HOBO § Cown Bewed vvwe v© ¢
B3ed ODowm Hnlvd BHOG ONEDsT e0edd,
28B00x7n BHOw BN BHBO cdnedMB. "dsed
Bbsved deeBIe o WsIm Ov, O eIHBsT
soymdDed @i B57cews’ BOD ¥NIeBOsews  wO®
gy odens ©8Eed®sind n€s o8 oxdm
2000w counterpose OB O, OB oessed
BmE ydm B eOmHD" Bwo OO D10S »OGn BEIG
3 OBOCw eC® WOYD BE PDEB EEIBT @d. ¢ BED
OB O° GeBRH® D1DEF wdBIH LBRNCEESE BDDo.
28 gq¢ I adeBmds. 19778 0B Sricewsy ol.ab.
BDIDD) OVHOWO DE® C ®BIB) YOO Yew. 953 8550
On® 1972 DuDENDD  woeaddHw oz Dwm
B50388 O OO gres WO, 19788 ecimed Beam
OFBBOTO Bwm B50IB8B e OB § Comed g
. 96 8w 953.00. eveldd OBR® el &ed
PCEOD W e BOwl EDDr. On® "The Nation" s5wd
B8 000 e, 8yd & B8 mth oy Bodx 9Swd

BE WEO.

©n® "Daily News" osfncwosf E0os; "The Nation"
85000 80D On® & o gmnd; ¢wd 83w ©® &
8Eacd W dDaewsy mr WOsIesT W QW ©®
OFOE Bwm BndeB O O WD WOBEEO
NBYS®  cyd  ¢HOTes gl @t.@®. esedc
O Bned 98 ymaB. O, 88edd dedtacrnem
BB HHBm s @wed Bw 83x), "e® @moxsim
©esieny OuOEDD wEsT, ¥Hymdd QwEsT, adWCenwd
R8I Bwm 03B HOWE ¢ BIO" Buwr. 8w &
8ENed amnd; guwd 83w 95y 8y »® O BOSwemE
8610 svessy @8uy me Yy ©0r sde Heod,
"Bowm B08eB BOG 5B BBO" eIHE.

19948 ®e mooxtm yodsy 008 Bwo ¢8 Bnd. »Y
2003500 Doed, 199457 05t of & @edt)n® O1dLE
BwOBe 2000 D DTy &8-a@ Bewo. 2000 Dmc dw

8 800 »gd, § o Bewd sFeed, dfer SHBm
sees ©BOSe S e B VG 0cemEEHIO® &
Os0END BEAcO OImw 0dsim N8 Hew. 9O Bwo &
gDEde qud B & Bwo. 93 »y?d, 2001 gfsided?
CHNFOB) G BHHO DuOEG BeerddHw BT OO Biowm
B03B Jood e® ICHE 90T WOBIH ¢ud yOOsY Yew.
D5¥8m0 DTG BBB S5NIsB QJows ¢om B
OnBued gredt)ed EGDcwDw BEACO ydmws On ey
eDeD, Soymn BYBE cuifer emsiedBwerm HSwd
988w WS  BOD, "cwuFOm RPN  OudF
8.0RdADE eEenBID" Bwo. & ¢Ddred o8 -Bim
-Sodvers® DaBmwesieod @8- emIdumE »o
B em. OO emYOB® 80¢H OO CHWB OB 5-eRIDBIS
oS, O wceaddmw BED Dowm NI BHOeE
8OHS ICHE 90 e & BNED BveH OO0 PHWYD®
D1 wwadd - Constitutional Council - a8 wes. 88
gldocesy  -2@wmys gooiBary-  wecemnm @Y
ed@IEHRBE -DONED, DWW BED 8 OOBE-
BBiecemEns’ G DO DuDEF ©B¥d N, OO
w0 B85 Do od0 -egddwilmoenwsd w®
3BWOVNIWOHBO WO DO Pew- am®®» DOBID
A5y, § D1ed® OO wwd B8z BB eBBsY @HIDED
geoRws »H® WO VY. HHFOD GPHWHHEO OOEG
BoeRddB® oS, e® Jed Ay Dovm BNIsAB
POl & ICHE ©® IO @l WO D& YLhHmBIH
Qo @B WosImy @0 HyOO Hew. & sens’ qud
nth YDmem owd 2uamds A oI P¥OOE Yew.
vewxt, 20092 com O E¢ cwaddn weeaddme 085 &
Boede Beoddmas emcien. J BeEe Beddmw mOE),
WO OsDED w¥d B WmEr. I edmPO BHEO
eFGO 3B 8@y »E8YOH o mer. od.ad.
B8R OWFOwW Swm BHNIBE HOWO B Owmn
e (@ BYew. QO e B8EAe 8200 gt dwn. I
B @857 wEr. Bev® WOE, ecIwed Dwm
sE50nBsB BHO Bedm CODES LT BN »Ow
Bedm 0O D0 a8 s Heww BDedy, 00 Bmz 58w
g BO68&.

DO MCEB 92T 8d OB ¢ Heoed. 2009 8O 2014
¢l e nEe s d¢ gdeEm. & B8Acd »dgson
B Businy ¢d@s 5y®1. egddBwoemed mHE) BsIcdEO
B85 dRD,- & »Ow, § oewo o B»HOs DOEE Bwo
egddmdeme ©ww eBwdNdWmieams Bwexy & Ewd
e¢m® Bwo B83wr. O@ etNBEN -8¢ DBBOGICHSw @D
mE. 953 80 g8 cw»d Om PHELYDEO OsdED%
0oeRdADBO b, e®ime, 2015 &8 080z &Y
emedd oy & 9800 mcw ne ¢8 08 vD 8sY &
SN0 0@ BDeD? DEHy BB e
ewg godeme ©»Oe0 duEded®s’, dEded BBEe
@@ BOedD? "edm »HOB gl BrNIBBOSemw, g8
Bwm B50ndeB nOc gewdB WOmD" Bwe »HOB8 &8
BOed. Em0n BDdemrBsy 05000 I mosim @8 dmw
Y. OO Ben qud B Agewn. ¢8 & 9D ¢veonm
83wr. ©98 8O OBOS 3lecerny @® LI Omds
Bwo DRe0edsn Haw. »P8 $0ed »w-»8 @cn&.
VOB DEHTT LD DCHH DN, O FYDCWBOD B
28E00n0m 48 0mewv®¢ 0® WOWD WOsIesy Bwmd
g@mes @B gy Bwr, § wdOwd ynew e “5on
DG BsT @00 ¢HHD OB BeeRIDHIB BOOD WHOBIH
28 O Y. OO Ben® aud B O1gewn.



37 2018 ece®a8 18 38

oot edns qud ¢® Bwgwer 1w, GBd 8END)
BDrwmHO Dwm BxNJsB QYdod ICHE 9O WOTI®
05T Heno. BB emdwesT wwo OB B eWTD.
008 @2BBBT wwo WD NB WG . § Como DD
BO®O® 0m080® R D® OndEedsy B8ome. &
ed®, National Procurement Commission oz B
emciD. Audit Service Commission &z & em&ids. &
o885y w¥r B8OECO® OB 85O0 Geadl® OudEG
wd B8z, ¥gsTed Bleden On o me gnd Bec
CHBO OB GHEDO OdEr weerddDewWwsY Bw DD .
B30, BB WMEMOEO W0 oD O® eowid DT
20 me 8. dowx, end Ay SO OO ©wYIED
o@gBe en® 0dme Wom HE Yow. g8 cvmd On
PHRODO OB weerddmedd omYOuen’ ewdnsn
eWOED edRICHEBE DNBTECEDE ©Y O&RLICHEWNSY
00D wHeCED. DY, OO wwD BE WICW W
2DE0ede wmd D RO OsOED weerfdm®
20000 0sImemO O Soden D85 ewisieds
988u eW®T©0. REBTY LD BBIeW CH OB eNOE.
2957 988uy WOy O ewmstedBur »OB, yodBwsy
BBIEE ©Y OCRBICHENBE PFELEDE. HHO BB
B Om, O vB» eGH owldrzn oo O &ud
DO ecan BRoed mw. OO Bw gwm@ensy §oxy
2380 O OBH Yon.

®0 oD OB, ®® & mced sifddewsl
e50ed8. DY, 00 O POGHFHO wHWI& Hew. CBE
OB VurOws OO, D18afe OVFOWOW @RV
BODs, "emeni®¢ ©° ewdBn ¥wgecidsI0 Yy ecsiesy?
@® wogBu 3.7 amuined edmE MO O emewIds
cB5I0wsTedd Gy ocstesy?! Buer. ©8 & 0DEed®
eud8n ©PLGOBIO (OmOmewsy W1 WO ©® o
BODO sedeld c53DnsTesd Bwr 83w, "5, 2O .
& SOCm® Onm ¢l wdydamewrs’ monsiny 8 ey
DO W, WO Wy edsIm. IO od gwOPHE
" BeEo. 957650 @8 98 mOgnn @B y@iewwmO
29 W0 O, B, @88 Sm 9OC WOBTHD a8 eedsI
deny 888 H@Rp® DD PaRNCHN wigd. e
HFBYDO OOEND WSO @8 eEin® DDt
O v WEo. OF 0wD% W BN BNIBBRSo
ewdBn »Pecidted ¢dPynE yousiwudede »EsT Buy
ed O 880 W0 3. eDEedsT e, ®e®sT
©®0 Bwy of ©sd WO OIn® B 83w, "Bwm
S50 HOw qowdd WOLDOR." BwEr. Oewnygd®
BBYOO 518 § o Bewdd vved Bewddmewrd & o
Bygdo Dobmn DR Bedmdr. VG Bwo Beadnmds, "®D,
ged d0D0w Bhwem SsNdss BHOW tewdd B »O&."
B 96 0@eny® »EY D18m0ed wdWsy edEI BedmHo.
vouns, 08 »E eHO genEE a8 Bug ©¢rn® ¢Sga
»O8sY RGBS OO Fddw edmE WIE, "Wy, Ddowm
S50388 BHO® gowdB moTesy . «® «® IECHE
8o a8 ®O»D." Bweey BHOD. 9O Hw »OB &
BOBw Doty oy no® OB gud adeem
@535y (8 Heoed.

©01 Bewdss mOnemR®A, a8 ¢rmd D gresin®
D10E BoerlAMewsy BDwm BNJeB HOE DEHE ¢
WG, 0@ redfed emVwWmder® O OO #nd e®
e300 Do Burin A DO eiwr Beamr. e@iwe,
DD OB PGP D18DEG eI DHIB OO T DD

e, ¢nmd O GeRRHO D1DENDO 08d ICHE &b
B503eBOdews Ded ®mOWR WOTHO a8 @) cuivwn.
DO VWACH RED o »Ogn BBOO 98 8w Om
D 05im B 8g0d 0dmeE WOmD. sumed
@ ©®3 D13 YT W3 BGHER Yen®, BB BnEs
IO Vel Brlg 00nd womd. & nFOe aB
gew. I 0 demd Bwo. Em yGidemd GBS0 @demede
emgdd Poad vxBw ABenddE wed 26018 ¢ aB §ey
8B8Bewsy. AFWenddl Dwed 25018 ¢ e®® o ®wwd
PeBe)ed oo ewIdus wO®m ewsiD. e vm
omQ®ummyy  -Finance Bill om- ©®®»n emcid.
VTenddE @wed 2608 ¢ Resolution om ©d®@n
0. 80 @ Buwwd guenEEr @edidd 35 ddD
ensny B@D Hoo ©wlEEND BWEE dYBIEBRST, 08
B3¢ 462857 8w emIDr. W EE dYDOWE GoedEOO
Bowdd, 6BE D8y doOBn®0 w8 dy»ien
Bowd? aedQ)n® 0180800 8§ a8ed cERBHE WO
o8 o Qdews’ @Oy ewmdid. omley 08
28Be®sInd ng ©woE IPBIBBOE B ivese
VWD O ®EH.

95y »y @8 ¢usmo, & ¢ 50 ne E0d® OB OwO,
OB IO 6530 Wi 0 O BGSW Pew DD. OO
DOed dYPYHos BTOTHO B Hew. 9B oy
28800500 »E ®®. ICH® OBEO 8Ee®Ind
BE QR ey 9ecHO H¥mo. §O ©3gyd BeggdiDr wBw. ©TT
S5088BR® Sod - evedcn BwEs By e, "BgdDr v18®
©8®VAD OO owed® Bhw coecd C@ewn." Bwo.
"s50nBeB BBRresensy cvecd Ci@em. “undss BB
coedamesy, BB dandewsy Bun gued cuecel E1aew."
B 9@ Bocy Baewn. a8 gvsiesy snw;, & ®»YS
B,

OO @DEs A5 ® ewerrRens’ BB cuveced OB
90 ¢BBw Beamr. owed @Onx @@ ®mCenw
ogddddmiemsd Bw. ogdddldmdiamed BBED@mICOS
Becorryd and; »om® Bewloww 8@, ©:8Eed®xInd
Bgg01D0 980 afBedD. 953 8yd DBEDWICDS, BB
8w B dBEDWmICOGE v ooy 9EEDr. wif
econyd o oG & ¥ e¢rN® egddk@miemed o
®OT C1eed, Bvndus vSwed demd, O8I cosuFe
Ounwe 88z, Oemd, ee®fwme BBewnm wrOw
B8y, @8 cvmd @aRPNP® OuDPFD woerddmewsy &
WOY Y BID D& DDoemw BEDTY YLhnsInDd admnw
B oo, § admas nE edmOemud Cae BDSmH DG
035I5)® OBy SmOBw Brigdn ¢rivv.

eewnd gw ¢80 RDO® ewGiD, "¢wmd HRPNDHO
O30 weeaddmed gd "em®" dm mywr. @d full stop
O " B, RD. 8BS IO B® B® gBHWMHEOTT
BRewn, oo mw. dewn DD a¢dd Bosens
®ODEEO & ODEed Smogymd, constitutional unity
Om 08 Bum ced nbmwe ogddwlmdans 8o m.
©® DEOE V® ©¢® WG WO, P HBRH® O1DEDIED
33 (2) (o) D10e80D, 33 (2) (gr) D18DED . & BERD
58m e P gl dnews’ egdddmOene
E0Bm BIcd ¢uion. dotf yodsy ood e®@ime? & @B
WOy Bewed Damddenw Ben. gBwdmdmiamews’ "quo
warranto" g o0 wew 9CE® vpew 988sx ewE®,
20®B Qoed ®mOgn WSBs 83 csee LVEIH@O



39 208Ee®xInd 40

[0St ©61 (29808 w) Sw®sB B Swvmn]

OO Bewlown B emoD; aemryms gued DHHO
Bewdon Bms emoDo.

50 Boidwd, "B o09edd Buostes’, gemyd aw®
Bostest" Boecs Seddmw oD "o® BE Bmowm
Owornwm B85 Dwsied ecsim vy Bulg
B0coBBBOGE @D  Becs aBe®  gamdwemO
B3SO OB ORwm DEH® e Dr; VDO emT 0.
& o 950050 ®»5HYB. omer eOnx gdwrreldd
egddhlmime ©® B8Eacd  BrIcd 8 cwmOdm
HFBHDO On0F  weerddm@ YD, @SR
D1DELOD aMd @ dig ¥BIVETE @ NG EEeOBTHO
830100 03O0 (8 PO Y@ eI BT erNedHB deed
BB GE» alB08mO® cEe-urw BBOW ecw Boemws
»0T C1@d. & a0 5088 ocwn® gvd cuvemH»d,
HFBHDO O80EFND eDBHNBIDDD cEevme B
@@ 8¢ 0O Beadm 2O.

O BewdEs »ONEHROB, HDODD HENDO
Ou0EG wrerddmw OB @8 ©BrpIeBOowWwd B
giBe B8 ewmoi. YBm aBB0:8m»O B8O Y
COTHO 98 Bws @8 B, "Br50IeBOIw BE Daewsy -
offical capacity demz3- »Ogn WO» VRO WOYTHWO
86 d00 §Bm qBBD8HO mE) cOm yoost." Bwr. JI»
gBewdowd CHF ®»E. »rHMIYB Bem. ©® Jed
BBsBOSw w860 BBEEr el BDed? Im an.
O euB 83 edhipwemwed coecd amd ®OED
e eOB yOLsy. & Ded® Ry BBsB. ¥y BHOO,
"5, B20B8BOCHed mEwewsy Sdwm ewd ©3BED
8een esnedd." Bu. dwe yhweds oy C@ds. &
30 ©@® Jed 8500 BRE BWYNEHWLE 1P €wd. &¢ g
¢0e 50 @B wdwiden Bedmro.

D DreesI® Y8, O g qB® awsd
Bedslery. ¢t & B8EACD a8 acBhs’ g qwEr Bednmd,
0w IO VWY Bv YR BwE. OO Bwo g¢ adexs
@D Bedmdr, 0® Bwm S5nduB BHOG 8dHSHersI®
geund8 BB, & Bwsles? “nIeBOswed BuE ICHE
90 WO 00ed8. Dodecwrsi® g wwvr BEde
o5I8s DEHE EeNI8BOCW@O Bwost®m moygesy. »HY,
gdmw Bedstes’ emew®¢ “mBsBOiw enddsiesy
Doz OB, S5nBsBOSw omddmiesy Emmded w@ay
ssiceowsy O ydm @B 0OmD. ©uldd odamem
Bedvrwm 05 ombEsin HBm gedsi® EBcmd B8y
DYDEB® 08wy BERCO Boduewrsi® BwEr Bedmd.
On® Bwo Bedmds, dYNDEED w@iemO dDéd d»
08B0 Brlg 05Izn 8@y O Bwecr. On®
DO Bwo BedmDr, mOOS S50BBBAOCwG 8D wnf
WDOTHO O, @D o Wme® odsTery ademed
2DEHOWE LN BOC@O e Bloed o
"20@Bn® ¥ #OEE Bedwles Om guwmenr EmE.
®® o 608 8 B BeasTert" Bwrr, BHOG a8
Bwm B0368 HOW DOV W CDOB Bwo.

Bowm 03B BHOw AI6 ¢l Huc B8 gw SO
odnsl On 8w WO ABBB wDEVHBO BB
BCHBE D@8 B Bny ©®»J gw 9uimdl. 88 wnY
eOmD, OFws KHBm vles ag ¢fd B8 vwmm®O ©ed

DO 0D eOmE WO BAIL o O8H ©wODP®
OvFOW @¢ 9OFO BRED Ymrw e, In®ed
seed $00de BERCD. YT ¢ 8O Bwm Bx0ndud
OO ¥®¢® BG R Pey 00, -8 BwWsIHO,-
¢ ot B0, Biwm S503sB BHOw gadme HBOD. O
Bz o550 donB B @0-md® Bwslery asinded
8o %808, 18, OO BYST ®1 @v9ddwE Bedmda.
@i, P »OB Beslerd, "e@m» qud vy, ged
3835086 Bwo OBIHO. BowE - @RedW B2 EVWO 6® Jed
Goess @88 Bw @nd. I 2l3%8w quvd BAIe @nd. I
a8m8w B 0B PR O POBE HOB Dwm BNIBSH
DOs" Ber. 00 EInHO® BYSITO swwmd, ¥YST Ow
oEBT® BO .

©® 882cd Bod 8y “r0ndus BBwddewn, -On® e®
©2®ed B B O Ondied »® Bwd O ©3 Bywi.-
20052 ewd 20062 Bgyen w@Osinamem BdDy, -8
asIncs & ymnewssy Bweedmdr,- "e@imdie ecdg
BBeegsiO Bedm ydm? a8 wrles 9@ A deul. a8
00 ©5iesy OO onf eedddw" Bweo. "What problems do
the Tamils have? We go in the same bus, we share the same
teapot" BwoB BOed. B®ed Drdw §1D® ©® BDDs, " That is
the problem. You are prepared to share the teapot but you
are not prepared to share State power" ©»® I o
008w ed¢ OTIHO WOBB, »HYF s AW eI
OO OB D B DNwm BE503sB nOw @YY
¢RTesY @® Jed 8w - eRdR 85 ©ONBWd e® Ced
Grssed gdmB8e BwemmO yoosy d9m »Oew »Swd.
©6®»0 86dR vWsved I 80 Bwm SrNIeB OGO
B8GdR8B, aredt) v Fewd Bw® Em Bwo OO BBy BwEo
Bomds. a8 2015 &£5D0808s w©wy Im g@m.
8OWoTed ouvednl®m efcivwsl Bedmds, B5NIeB
OO, “50IsB OB g @B eDe® I® ©¢sNd
@705y, PPe®ENO® BsNIBB eOBTIHO A5y eBvedeOE®
a8vwest Beadm gwu Bwemd, "mnw;, SDwm Br0nIesB
BO® BwnsImO A5y"8 Béo.

B EHDEB® B»EFNOBODE o eDHWO acwws
BRem, "o®omzy gud 8w Bedm" BaecEd. ©©
B0, DodvewsI® o® 0 smed g Be®nry ©yd
s & gqewes 0dmd O #B Bweco. 1982 qe 5108
B0 BOCHmede B SHDEBD wedihae® gBBwE
Dnews’ od.q08. BwddD PHHOWD B5icw BN, B
1983 48 ®wed mEAC ¢1Bedm 0200 & Wi S5rDEE®
DERNOBODE B5Icw On 0d.q08. BwddD VYWD
¢0td © 20 Gwo, 88 BBw o, B BBw 2808
®OE I OREHTI®O. 8 I? aInd@fod DE®:® Ben.
2015 3008 0800B ¢ @® o B50:88m W eFeNw® SeE
DRewsT $53¢n ¢BIvN, O 2edTBmW.

RYTed g B o@wmm? gEm, ac E» DE8®m
0@ DO D& o¥ecd. w®s B eDE BedHmd;
638800 Eyen 0O Beamdn. D, enicd! 58 dgsTed
DReHe0En Q¥0 D) Bedmne? O® B,
SeodsewsI® mi &2 DEBH NGO 0® BTGB 5 OD
BEm ICE Bwo O Bood. syBe 8» smed Byed,
D@eeHN® @ud emnd; awdy HIFOGH. @ civsed
Bbvws On, 0@ A edsic e¢m -two centres of power at the
apex of the State- Agews. O© Bwo v edmE we o
Beadmd.



41 2018 ece®a8 18 42

00, Bwm BNIsB BB V(OO BGdd Yeay, Cowm
0O sFsved wdmews. g¢ ©® o8 aynd
D eRHOBed®s, OFws D1@1@m euifeeds w@idmewss.
S5m0 SYBB eucfem 9e8ur w0 Beadn D8O guadln®
Ou0EG woerddHBY &8 wYewInw . g8 ouh
8390y 50 GeBLH® DL wewld. wdyden, mHO
2 HBHDO O18DENOE, 50 8EedxIny ©BOS; O,
20 §Em ¢BB0:8m® u8dedcwn, B8BF ©wy odamEm
3BB0BHODEO B 053, w8 @Sm ¢B80:8m0,
wodmadm @BB08mO, wosImo ww €& ¢BBD8HO,
2DBnesied  aBB0:8mO, essdd yooBwesied
288080, «8wde 8Eac yoOBerled ¢BB0:8m0
anes »e aes s8dedcwr Beam edt)n® D130eSDn
©ewo; ¥ 88w ©EPEO0 88w B» Dwcd o
DO ODEDS wepd euvd 83xeny. »HEH, Oe
emedriesy IO, i y&ig e B, g Beanm I
g@»0 end; Dwucdw SO Swwm BrNIsB BHO®
2ewdt HB800 9l8ur Wmdm e® B8Om GetRP® D1OEL
8oe@Id®BY @8 vYewlnw ¢l & D1ed® Bwr BSHHD,
OB OBy 53BD, 8@yS e Gedin® DuOEGOBO
@YD DB B,

©0 Bewd®s mOnemnn®B, ©© 80 Db &8s dnewsy
DD OB DEIEBIeCID DY BN, DIBE B5N&sB
DOw 8D qod gt ¢BO® 9@ m»HOWEB. vgBe &
BB BE WS BHHOO b, & BEACD @
eNBY e S5m0 8D 8 GBO & Bedm. ¥YsTed &
gy ¢BO® amd, senduB PO edmE e Yl Bwo &¢
3BBmE dPHoeE and dpdeE Bedmdh. 0@ BEACD
O BBOO DD A 20 > VIRSRY FRBOID
@O,

[3.02p.m.]
@0 98.8. @B Swmo

(omesorLyLll@ 6TiD.6y. &rLobHlTeir)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity
to say a few words on the Adjournment Motion moved by
the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna. This issue of abolition of
Executive Presidency, as all the speakers before me have
adverted to, has been there for quite some time. It has not
just been there but it has had the endorsement of our
people at every Presidential Election. So the mandate of
the people to abolish Executive Presidency has been with
us for quite some time.

In fact, in 2015, when the Presidential Election was
held we thought that the Executive Presidency as a system
of government will be abolished very soon. But
unfortunately through the Nineteenth Amendment to the
Constitution we were able to do only a part of what
needed to be done and if one remembers the day the
Nineteenth Amendment was passed, repeatedly this
House was assured that through a new Constitution
whatever that could not be accomplished in the
Nineteenth Amendment would be addressed and
accomplished. Executive Presidency - or rather the
abolition of the Executive Presidency - is an important
element of that. This has dragged for some time.
Although in the process that we have to draft a new
Constitution for the country, we have in the Interim

Report suggested that the Executive Presidency be
abolished. In arriving at the Interim Report, in the
committee discussions, there was a point at which all
parties actually agreed to the abolition. However,
subsequently when political parties made their positions
known on various issues some of the political parties
namely, Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, All Ceylon Makkal
Congress and the Tamil Progressive Alliance made
certain reservations with regard to the abolition of
Executive Presidency.

The very recent incidents that have happened in this
country, I am sure, have now caused those Parties also to
reconsider their position with regard to Executive
Presidency. In fact, they have said so. We should now,
without any further delay, abolish the Executive
Presidency. But, it is not only the abolition of the
Executive Presidency, the new Constitution that has been
promised must also be brought. That is a promise to the
people and as an integral part of that, the abolition of the
Executive Presidency also must happen.

While the process to enact a new Constitution was
being delayed, we saw various other events overtaking us
and the conduct of the Executive President himself is an
important part of that. So, we are here today after almost
two months of a constitutional crisis that was triggered
off by the Executive President. The Executive President
who purported to exercise powers which he did not have -
perhaps labouring under misconception, under wrong
advice or the habit that had been formed by the
Constitution as it obtained prior to the Nineteenth
Amendment - made certain moves.

On the 26th of October, first, he purported to remove
the Prime Minister in office and appoint another in his
place. That power that the President had prior to the
Nineteenth Amendment was specifically removed from
the Constitution through the Nineteenth Amendment.
Article 47 enumerated as (a), (b) (c¢) -three ways in
which a sitting Prime Minister lost that post. Article 47.
(a) was, if the President removed the Prime Minister from
office. So, the President was empowered to remove the
Prime Minister from office. That Article 47. (a) or rather
Article 47 now finds place in the Constitution, after the
Nineteenth Amendment, as 46. (2) and in Article 46. (2),
there are only two situations that are listed instead of the
three that were there prior to that, and the one that had
been taken out or removed is the power of the President
to remove a Prime Minister.

So, in the Nineteenth Amendment, quite clearly, the
President's power to remove a Prime Minister at will was
repealed, was taken out, and the President no longer has
that power. Nevertheless, that act was done. This House,
subsequently on the 14th of November, declared that act
to be unconstitutional and illegal.

Thereafter, His Excellency prorogued Parliament. He
first announced 16th of November as the date on which
Parliament was to convene subsequent to prorogation.
However, subsequently, he advanced that date to 14th
November. But, in the meantime, on the 09th of
November, he issued certain Proclamations. By a
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Proclamation, he purported to dissolve Parliament. Again,
that was a power that His Excellency the President had
prior to the Nineteenth Amendment. After the expiration
of one year, if the previous Parliament had not been
sooner dissolved, the President could dissolve Parliament.
But in the Nineteenth Amendment, that situation changed
drastically and the power of the President to dissolve
Parliament at will was circumscribed, was limited, was
restricted and he could not dissolve Parliament for a
period of four-and-a-half years from the first Sitting of a
Parliament unless Parliament itself, by a Resolution
adopted by two-thirds, requested the President to do so.
These are all very clearly spelt out in black and white.

Unfortunately though, disregarding these clear and
specific provisions that had been brought in by the
Nineteenth Amendment, His Excellency purported to
dissolve Parliament and several Members of this House
and other citizens challenged such act of the President in
the Supreme Court. That, again, was made possible
because in the Nineteenth Amendment, the blanket
immunity that the President had previously had been
relaxed and a citizen could invoke the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court by a Fundamental Rights petition against
the official acts of the President. Those were the
applications that were heard by the Supreme Court
eventually by a Bench of seven Judges and the unanimous
conclusion of those seven Judges is that the President had
violated the Constitution when he purported to dissolve
Parliament before the expiration of a period of four-and-a
-half years from the date of first Sitting of this Parliament.

During this process, many people made comments
about the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution
saying it was hurriedly brought, ill-conceived, badly
drafted et cetera. But, if one reads the Judgments of the
Supreme Court, one can rest assured that there is no such
thing and the Nineteenth Amendment is lucid, clear,
unambiguous and had made deep inroads into the powers
of the Executive President, as promised to the people
before His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena contested the
2015 Presidential Election.

In point of fact, in November, 2014, when the Hon.
Maithripala Sirisena addressed a press conference and
declared himself to be the Joint Opposition Candidate, the
first time he made that declaration, he made three
promises to the country. The first of those promises was
that he would abolish the Executive Presidency. The
second promise was that he would reform the
Parliamentary Election System and the third was that he
would appoint the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe as Prime
Minister. Those were the three promises that candidate
Maithripala Sirisena gave the people of this country in
November, 2014.

Through the Nineteenth Amendment, although we did
make serious strides in the direction of abolishing the
Executive Presidency, in my opinion, Sir, what we have
today can hardly be called “Executive Presidency”, if you
compare it with what we had prior to the Nineteenth
Amendment. But, unfortunately, no one quite appreciated

what had been done through the Nineteenth Amendment.
There is very little that the President can do by himself
after the Nineteenth Amendment. Even with regard to
governance, even with regard to his role in Cabinet, his
role with regard to appointment of Ministers, assignment
of subjects and functions, there is very little that he can
do unilaterally or, as he pleases. The Nineteenth
Amendment has brought a situation where the President
and the Prime Minister must work together and if they do
not, we would have a situation of standoff as we had.

So, the Nineteenth Amendment was only a stopgap,
was only an initiative - it could only be something
temporary until you did it in full. So, if abolition of the
Executive Presidency is a programme, we have done half
way or, maybe a little further than half way, but it must
be done in full. You cannot continue with the Nineteenth
Amendment being part of our Constitution for too long.
We will face situations like we faced in the last month or
SO.

So, this must change. As the Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy
Wickramaratne pointed out, there cannot be two centres
of power. Now we have that under the Nineteenth
Amendment and that must be rectified. In rectifying that,
we must give effect to the mandate that the people of this
country had given this Parliament, not only to this
Parliament, they have been giving this mandate for quite
some time, for two decades. But at least in this
Parliament that must be accomplished, that must be
honoured, and the abolition of Executive Presidency must
necessarily form an important part of the new
Constitution that we enact in this Parliament or, through a
process of this Parliament and a Referendum. That too is
a promise and that must be accomplished.

Many people think that the time has run out, the
opportunity has been missed that it is now not possible to
enact a new Constitution. I do not think so. I think the
lessons that we learnt in the last 50 odd days will be
useful in Members of this House and the citizens of this
country - the voters of this country - deciding on the
enactment of a new Constitution. The experience of this
country over the last month or so should not be wasted,
should not be in vain. There have been some sideshows
also and I am sure the citizenry has watched those
sideshows also. The sideshows are that in this whole
process anybody who does not belong to the majority
community has no place or no role to play in the national
life of this country. That is a not so subtle message that
keeps getting communicated to the country. So, for
instance, if I, Sumanthiran, plays a role with regard to
these matters, that is a message that is given. Hidden
behind that is the message, “How dare he, a Tamil, play
a role in the national life of our country”. That is the
question, most often unarticulated question, but some
articulated it also. These sideshows have also been
watched by our people. When I say "our people”, 1
particularly mean the majority community of this
country. They detest that kind of communalism that is
being spewed out venomously by certain politicians.

We have had not just the last two months experience;
we have had the experience of three-decade-long bloody
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war in this country. No one wants to return to those days.
If that is to be achieved, then one must realize that every
citizen of this country, whatever be his ethnicity, his
language, where he lives, he has an equal stake in the
affairs of this country. There is no second-class citizen of
this country. “All are equal” is a proposition that I think
our people have embraced and they know the value of
that and that is why I say when in these sideshows these
attempts are made to whip up base communal feelings,
our people will reject them and reject they must.

When a new Constitution is presented, as amongst
other things, a solution to the Tamil national question that
has plagued this country for seven long decades, we will
have a verdict from our people, not just from people who
are numerically the minority in this country, but from the
majority community itself, rejecting these tribal,
communal notions and endorsing that everyone in this
country is equal and they must have due place and the
facility to participate as an equal citizen in this country in
all its affairs. You cannot be said to be disabled, if you are
a Tamil or a Muslim or a Christian or a Hindu, somehow
inferior. Numbers do not give you status, numbers do not
give anyone any higher status, it is the commitment of a
person to that country that gives him status.

Our people have repeatedly, through democratic
elections, informed the country that we are willing to live
within a united, undivided, maybe even indivisible
country and that therefore, the others must acknowledge
that readiness, must clasp the hand that has been stretched
out by us. But if you do not do that, if anybody tells me
that I have no place to play a role in the national affairs of
this country, that person cannot tell me that I must remain
in this country. If I am not an equal citizen of this
country, I cannot be held by force to be a citizen of this
country. I would have every right to demand that I go my
separate way. So, the choice is of the majority
community. We have said very clearly what our position
is, and by our acts and deeds even in the last few days, we
have shown that we are willing to participate and live as
full citizens of this country. The choice is with those who
do not want to accept that offer. They are the ones who
will be responsible if the country does not progress, if it
regresses.

So, on this opportunity when we discuss the very
important issue of abolition of the Executive Presidency,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, [ want to bring to the attention of the
House and the country that that must be a necessary part
of the new Constitution that we make, because a
Constitution is a social contract between the peoples who
live in this country. So far, we have not had a social
contract to which all the peoples of this country have
consented to and we still have that opportunity.

Time may be short, but quite sufficient for us to do
that and 1 appeal to all that we do not squander that
opportunity, that we use that opportunity, that we abolish
the Executive Presidency and make a new Constitution
for the country, where all the people will be equal and
share power in an equal way.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. Before
he starts, the Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees will
take the Chair.

NGO w0 Bewlehs HOznemn® Geemewssy 9oz
Hoewsy, Hewlehs wom wedn@ [oo eecd®
eI DRD0¢Y Owmo] §oes220:6) Ses.

YSITLIPS,
YGBTTFG STy YsVGey, Gapssallar LITsls salFrerni
yeuigser [wreaTLllg GlFsVsULD GYeWL_SBUBTHET]  HWVWLD

WwredTL B  LITBF  FLTBTWST  Y6ui B

UGBTI 5677

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.

[0 3.29]

@G 63 HRO vz
(wrevrflg meyts amdin)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
wlervibllssvramllic rapwrefli- gamth.

Qaxenyeu @Gudaseflst Urdls seilsrart oeuisGer, @)sitmy
Gm.afl.1f. sl dAulleri wper@wrflbg, euflCwmflbsmdsslsrm
Qs UGrrewent @nlsg, STHISET FUTHTWST FeardsGe
afhPlpsslearn  FwwsHslC Ao  aurisemsser  Cusd
FhSTULD HewLssemsulll (B mrer wHlipeymSlstC@ner. @)bs
priger rfwedGeu m CEThseflliy Blewsvenw o (Heurddsl,
51 BTL_&6IT 960GV TEVSHLBeVMEVLI
uBSHal B, @)Tm UTTTEHLOSTMD OB ITES In (hdeTD

6TBI& 6T WIGVEVITLD

P GUNID  BaTH Y rFTHISCILTETD  (LPeTORTHSSIF
(OEVEVES 1)) eumifiyip THUL_Ig (F&SSTDGI. @b
Gumrymi_L_gglev 6ThIEGerm(h) (3)em et i 351 G135 TEvuTL FH

s AsEps@G0D Aol Feps ewWLILESERSGD @)hs BT 1qer
WRTHTIWSESMSL  LUTSHHTHES Ceusndr(HGlwsstny CuUTyTigws Faev
QTGS EHGGHD  6THRIGEHEDL W LOSTTHS BT M wimsenev
PSHEHET Bredt Foi1Lde afl hLoLdslsTEGmedr.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, today we are
discussing this Motion that pertains to the question of the
abolition of the Executive Presidency. Since 1982,
successive presidential candidates have campaigned for a
mandate to abolish the Executive Presidency. Every one
of them have also succeeded in breaching that mandate,
attempting to contest a subsequent Presidential Election.
One President quite recently brought about the
Eighteenth Amendment to perpetually remain the
President of this country. So, the lure, the greed to retain
power, particularly Executive power, is such that
everyone who promised to abolish the Presidency
succeeded in not abolishing it, but doing the reverse by
attempting to retain it, contest it once again as well as
attempting to be in office perpetually. So, that is the
history of the abolition of the Executive Presidency in
this country.

More particularly on two occasions, directly the
Executive President could not control Parliament and a
different party came to power in Parliament, which
resulted in serious duality in power. There had been two
centres of power. We experienced this between 2001 and
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2004, where Her Excellency Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga, who was elected to her second term, had to
survive with a hostile Parliament, of which the current
Prime Minister had control. I was a central figure in that
drama since she lost power in Parliament because she
expelled me from Cabinet and I had to cross the Floor of
this House and within five months of my going to the
Opposition, the Government lost its majority and she had
to dissolve Parliament.

In the subsequent election, we joined the United
National Party as a constituent party of the then United
National Front Coalition, defeated Her Excellency the
President’s Party - the People’s Alliance - and formed the
administration. So, during that period between 2001 to
2004, there was an attempt to survive as a Cohabitation
Government. That experience resulted in serious policy
differences between the two sections: particularly, the
Executive President's Party and those who represented her
in Parliament as well as the Party which had the majority
in Parliament, that of the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe,
who had to be sent out of power in the Election in 2004.
So, this experiment of cohabitation between two centres
of power when they are from different political parties is
something that we are experiencing now. Once again, |
am, in this whole drama, another central figure by being
on the side of the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe whereas
we elected His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena on a
common platform with a variety of different partners,
both directly and indirectly.

The Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna also joined in the
struggle to unseat His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa for
the very reason that he wanted to perpetuate his power by
bringing in the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution
and arrogate to himself all executive power in one single
office which became a serious threat to Parliamentary
democracy in the country. His Excellency Maithripala
Sirisena contested the election on a platform of totally
abolishing the Executive Presidency and with a promise
not to seek office once again. However, his actions for the
past one year or more has convinced all of us that he is
seeking to renege the promise he made to the people and
whether directly or indirectly he is attempting to seek
power again by wishing at least to become a candidate in
the next election.

Yesterday we had a massive rally in the Galle Face
Green, perhaps one of the largest rallies that this country
ever saw. People turned up to celebrate the restoration of
democracy in the country, since they saw the attempt by
the purported Government that was installed wrongfully
and unconstitutionally by His Excellency the President in
the October 26" swearing-in ceremony. So we have seen
quite interestingly the swearing-in ceremonies of Prime
Ministers being done in secret without media being
present twice, one to install Mahinda Rajapaksa as the
Prime Minister and the other to swear in Ranil
Wickremesinghe as the Prime Minister.

Be that as it may, today we are grappling with the
situation of whether we should continue with this dual

centres of power and that it is totally unsuitable for the
country’s democracy, but little forgetting that the
electoral system in the country too plays a role in this.
That is why we, minority parties, were quite keen that we
should address the issue of the electoral system as well
together with the abolishing of the Executive Presidency.
Yesterday, the Prime Minister was seen to suggest that he
wants a two-thirds majority to abolish the Executive
Presidency and install a Parliamentary System of
Governance after removing the Executive Presidential
System whereas his Deputy Leader, Sajith Premadasa
very openly said that we must contest and carry on this
Government up to next September or October - the full
term of His Excellency the President - and conduct the
next Presidential Election and then attempt to win that
election. So the United National Party itself appears to be
having two points of view and this is a question of some
confusion for some of us who are in this coalition. So it is
important for us to address that issue.

Sir, we need to resolve serious political questions
about the electoral system. None of us are in favour of
abolishing the current electoral system for the reason that
we have experienced the worst in the Local Government
Election as well as in the attempt to change the electoral
system of the Provincial Councils. In six Provincial
Councils, no elections have been held and the
Delimitation Committee’s Report has been rejected by
this Parliament even by the Minister who brought the
system voting against it. That was the comedy of errors
that we saw being staged in Parliament.

Therefore, there is a dilemma here. Of course, the
Janatha Vimukuthi Peramuna wants the Executive
Presidency abolished for the right reasons. But we cannot
divorce it from the entire Constitution and the need to
change the other things. What about the devolution
aspect? We must also remember that abolishing of the
Executive Presidency cannot be done without a
Referendum because there are entrenched Articles that
needs to be changed and that will certainly attract a
Referendum and the Supreme Court will no doubt rule
that this question cannot be decided by this Parliament
alone by a two-thirds majority. It has to be subjected to a
Referendum. So, if a Referendum is to be won, all
sections of the country have got to be convinced that we
do not want such a system. So, people are not interested
in piecemeal tinkering with the Constitution. What we
want is an overall Constitutional reform which will
replace the Constitution with a new system by addressing
every issue of contention.

That is why we appointed a Steering Committee and
that Steering Committee’s Report has been finalized and
we have tabled it in Parliament. We were to debate it.
We have perhaps come to some understanding with the
Tamil National Alliance that by February we will
introduce it to Parliament to attempt to see whether we
can have an endorsement of that with a two-thirds
majority in this House. But there are different points of
view. -[Interruption.] No, we need to look at whether we
can introduce changes to the Constitution with an
agreement by all parties because now the JVP does not
want the Executive Presidential System; some of you
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want to change the electoral system; some have issues
pertaining to the devolution aspects of the Constitution
and His Excellency the President seems to be having
serious reservations about the appointment of judges
through the Constitutional Council. Having voted for it ;
having approved it, he is now beginning to complain that
the senior-most judges do not get appointed since the
Constitutional Council is not looking at seniority. This is
one of those complaints that he sought to make when we
were summoned to meet with him when the Prime
Minister was sworn in. Everybody listened to what he
said.

Now there is an issue concerning three political
leaders in the country. One is Maithripala Sirisena, the
other is Ranil Wickremesinghe and the next one is,
Mahinda Rajapaksa.
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Thank you.

These three political leaders are looking at their
political future. So, the abolition of the Executive
Presidency or reintroducing the Westminster System
cannot be designed for the whims and fancies of these
three individuals. The Constitution of the country is not
the property of Ranil Wickremesinghe or Maithripala
Sirisena or Mahinda Rajapaksa. That is an eternal
document. That is the sacred book upon which this entire
country's governance is conducted.

Now, what is the problem? The Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa wishes to abolish the Executive Presidency
because he cannot contest the next Executive Presidency.
It is an issue for him. The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe is
a leader who does not believe in emotional, sentimental
propaganda or irrational campaign to mislead the masses.
He himself has not contested the last two Presidential
Elections, but he feels that since he is a political leader
who appeals to the intelligentsia of the country, he cannot
conduct an emotional, sentimental or irrational campaign.
So, he has always opted to let others contest for the
Presidential Election. He has an interest in restoring
Parliamentary democracy so that he can get himself re-
elected to Parliament and then control Executive power
through Parliament without an Executive Presidency as a
different centre of power. His Excellency Maithripala
Sirisena, having promised the country that he is going to
abolish the Executive Presidency, now wants perhaps to
look at a “second bite at the cherry” as we call it, to try
and contest the Executive Presidency once again having
promised the country that he will not seek re-election. So,
this question cannot be decided on the whim and fancy of
individual political leaders, but we have got to look at
how the governance has been impacted by having dual
centres of power, whether we are able to have proper

separation of powers in the context of the Executive
Presidential System.

Certainly, we saw that during the last 51 days, the
experience of this country was such that an irrational,
emotional and sentimental President, who is hell-bent on
trying to interpret the Constitution to his own
convenience, can seriously jeopardize governance in the
country. That is what we experienced. Seven Judges of
the Supreme Court of this country unanimously held that
the constitutional provisions had been violated in
dissolving Parliament. The question of installing a Prime
Minister went before the Court of Appeal. The Supreme
Court, in a unanimous verdict, held that the dissolution of
Parliament was unconstitutional. With that, at least
indirectly, the issue pertaining to the majority of
Parliament deciding the fate of Prime Minister was put to
rest. So, all these complications arise out of this particular
issue.
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Now, it is a sour grapes story. You tried to grab power
through the back door. Now, at least through the front
door, you have come and taken the position of the Leader
of the Opposition. Never try it through the back door.
You tried to grab power of the Prime Ministerial Office
through the back door. Now, you have come through the
front door taking the- [Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Out of your advice, the former President, I hope, will
not become a former Member of Parliament. I mentioned
this morning, there is a serious issue. Let alone being the
Leader of the Opposition, whether he is a Member of
Parliament has to be decided by a Select Committee of
this House ultimately. I am not being personal here. I
have my deepest respect for the former President. I asked
him when I met him after this crisis why he was in such a
haste. Some of you have pushed him into a serious
political debacle. A man who was riding in the high wave
of popularity has compromised his popularity
unnecessarily trying to grab power through the back door
to satisfy a few of you who had misled him. That is his
fate. I hope he would see some saner counsel soon and
resign to his fate as the Leader of the Opposition in the
coming years to come.

Thank you.
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It being 4.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on Wednesday,
19th December, 2018.
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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. J.M. ANANDA
KUMARASIRI] in the Chair.
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STATEMENT BY HON. RAJAVAROTHIAM
SAMPANTHAN
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(omevsr i@ TTegeuCrrgwih FIbLIhbeT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I seek your indulgence to make
a Statement pertaining to the post of the Leader of the
Opposition in the current Parliament.

The Speaker recognized me as the Leader of the
Opposition being the Leader of the Illankai Tamil Arasu
Kachchi, the second largest party in Opposition in the Sri
Lankan Parliament in September, 2015 when Parliament
was convened after the General Elections in 2015.

After questions were raised in Parliament by some
other Opposition Members, the Speaker once again
recognized me as the Leader of the Opposition, being the
Leader of the Illankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi, the second
largest party in Parliament in August, 2018. In the course
of the Order the Hon. Speaker made, he stated that that
was the final decision.

Yesterday, on the 18™ of December, 2018, the Hon.
Speaker made an Announcement in Parliament that he
recognized the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa as the Leader of
the Opposition consequent to a request made by the
United Peoples’ Freedom Alliance that he be appointed as
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the Leader of the Opposition. The Hon. Speaker made the
said Announcement without removing me from the post
of the Leader of the Opposition to which position he
himself had appointed me twice over and consequently it
would seem that there are two persons now holding the
position of the Leader of the Opposition in the current
Parliament. The question arises as to whether the Hon.
Speaker lacked the conviction to remove me from the
post of the Leader of the Opposition.

That the United Peoples Freedom Alliance had many
more seats in Parliament than the ITAK has never been
questioned. I was recognized as the Leader of the
Opposition consequent to your accepting me as the
Parliamentary Group Leader of the ITAK, the second
largest party in Parliament. This was for the reason that a
section of the UPFA, including His Excellency President
Maithripala Sirisena, the Leader of the United People’s
Freedom Alliance and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party were
part and parcel of the Government. President Maithripala
Sirisena is the Head of State, Head of the Executive and
of the Government, a Member of the Cabinet of Ministers
holding several portfolios and Head of the Cabinet of
Ministers. Several other Members of Parliament elected
to Parliament on the ticket of the UPFA held positions in
Cabinet. All of them were collectively answerable to
Parliament.

In this situation, it would have been incongruous for a
member of the UPFA to be the Leader of the Opposition.
It is in this context that in keeping with Parliamentary
practice and convention, as recognized the world over,
the second largest party in Opposition in Parliament has
been able to have its parliamentary leader recognized as
the Leader of the Opposition and it was for this very
reason that the Hon. Speaker recognized me twice over as
the Leader of the Opposition.

From the 26™ of October, 2018, certain events have
occurred in this country pertaining to the Prime Minister,
the Cabinet of Ministers, the Government and Parliament.
Some finality had been arrived at in regard to these issues
in keeping with our Constitution, the rule of law and
democratic values through judgments delivered by our
judiciary at the highest level. It is in this background that
the Hon. Speaker has made the Ruling referred to above
pertaining to the office of the Leader of the Opposition.

In keeping with the judicial verdict, a Prime Minister
was sworn in on Sunday 16™ of December, but the
Cabinet of Ministers has not yet been constituted and a
Government has not yet been formed. Three Members of
Parliament elected on the ticket of the UPFA crossed the
Floor and occupied seats on the benches of the
Government on the 18" of December. In these
circumstances, when a Government has not yet been fully
constituted, I submit that there was no need for another
person to be recognized as the Leader of the Opposition
in haste. Doing so without removing the functioning
Leader of the Opposition has further complicated the
issue.

It is further alleged that the Member of Parliament
whom the Speaker has recognized as the Leader of the
Opposition has ceased to be a member of the recognized
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political party, UPFA or SLFP, on whose nomination
paper his name appeared at the time of becoming such
Member of Parliament and that his seat had consequently
become vacant since one month has expired from the date
of his ceasing to be a member of such recognized political
party. You would observe, Sir, that the person recognized
by the Speaker as the Leader of the Opposition does not
even hold the position of a Member of Parliament as at
the date of such recognition. This would again suggest
that the Speaker’s decision has been taken in haste and
that his decision is in violation of our Constitution.

The events that I had outlined earlier tend to raise the
question as to whether Sri Lanka is moving towards
becoming a failed State which does not recognize the
supremacy of its Constitution, the primary law. Sri
Lankan citizens who wish to live in an undivided,
indivisible Sri Lanka in unity and harmony view this as
an act of majoritarianism, which has been the primary
cause of the pathetic state to which the country had been
brought today. This emphasizes the urgent and utmost
importance of framing a new Constitution that would
enable all people inclusive of the Tamil and Tamil-
speaking people to live with self-respect and dignity.

I urge that early corrective action in the interest of the
country as a whole be taken to preserve the sanctity of our
Constitution, the primary law, and that such a step is
urgently needed.

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, 1 will bring your Statement to the
attention of the Hon. Speaker.

@6 98.8. 1305IBST ®wmo
(omesorLyLll@ 6TiD.67. &rLoblTeir)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

298 83eddes.
STUPBSITIT.
rose.

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHR )
(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sumanthiran?

@0 98.8. 3®5IBSsT Swmo
(omerLyLll@ 6TiD.6T. SFLobHTeiT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

This is on the same issue. Sir, I want to table* in the
House three newspaper reports connected to this matter
dated 12™ November, 2018 which appeared in “The

* getmamced & .
* preh BlensViiS S0 ewarudsLILIL Beirens).
* Placed in the Library.

Island”, “Ceylon Today” and "Divaina", all of which have
the report and pictures of the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa
taking membership of the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
on the 11™ of November, 2018, two days after the
purported dissolution of Parliament.

Obviously until the President purportedly dissolved
Parliament, this was not done because they knew they
would lose their Parliamentary seats. So, after the
purported dissolution, the very next day, they ceased to be
Members of the SLFP and consequently, the UPFA and
had taken membership in SLPP. I am tabling those
newspaper reports. We will be moving for the
appointment of a Select Committee to inquire and report
on this to Parliament.

Thank you.

@0 3.8. 38E eyg@Bwsim Swmo
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(The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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@G (B8 w) o BaGEow Oz
(woresryflg (Currdfwir) oya wrrdbis)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 3.8. 38C oyg@swsim Swmo

(oresryfl@ 6r.19. &AL NCTOMWHS)

(The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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@G (B8 @) o ®aGBor Owmo
(wreryflg (Currdiflwi) oye wrrdmis)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

o0 8.8, 88C eyg@swsin Owmo

(omevoryLfl@ 67.19. &Fev LNCTLLMWIHS)

(The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha)
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6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©e® &SnAE.

o6 VYOS BBy e Dvwmo
(omevsrLLll@ svgagLoetT HifsTeL6v)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

23 8Sedcs.
STUPIBSITTT.
rose.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHDO)
(orenryllg Wrdld suThTwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )
(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©e® &HBE.

O DB CrxszmSrenI DHm0
(oreTLLfl@ apiager rresmenTT)
(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

6 Beradss mOzEDO)

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

o0 w8ven CEmSE OTERHOA, IR®ied point of
Order & e®@mnie?

O DEBew CreszmSrenI DHmo

(oreTLfl@ apiager rres mewTT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)

®©0; Bowdss Oisnemn®, 00 Jodsersi®
Silelelclcla ) GBI avs  ®™OD OIS
Bewddmewm ©1000 - [ BEOS] 00 cew g
©OONBE O5IEnOB, ®ed aDdD.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ©o; w8sen GrsmSien OB ed point
of Order &2 988us mosIw.

OO DEBew CreszmSrenI DHmo

(orerLfl@ apiager rres mewTT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)

o0 Bewdss m»Ounemn®8, “DailyFT” o» “MR
takes SLPP membership” 2w Da8m0 26 Beazoo.

®0 Bewdss G506

(orenryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©0 @53BneA, g point of Order O e50eDE.

©0 05328 B emd 55 eo.

@G D538® BoFems Owmo

(omevsr i@ Fhdlw efrs6lsriyg)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, it is so unfortunate to hear from
a very senior Member of Parliament, the Hon. R.
Sampanthan, that there are two Leaders of Opposition in
this Parliament and also that this country is becoming a
failed State. - [Interruption.] The Government should take
the responsibility.

OO DEBew CrsmS e Wm0
(orerLyLfl@ apiageT rres mewT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)

Sir, what is the point of Order in that?

G Berdss HOI1zNEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody is not raising a point of
Order. He wants to make a statement.

@G O5I8® Bofemnd dwm

(oressryfl@ Fhglw af réQHTLg)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

Sir, I am not raising a point of Order. Let me explain
my position. I was also a one-time Deputy Speaker.
There is a practice and there were precedents in this
Parliament. It was stated that since President Maithripala
Sirisena is the Leader of the UPFA, another Hon.
Member of the UPFA cannot hold the position of the
Leader of the Opposition. Hon. Sampanthan, you may
very well recollect the fact that from 2001 to 2004,
during the Presidency of Her Excellency Chandrika
Bandaranaike = Kumaratunga, the Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa was the Leader of the Opposition.

@0 9e8.98. ®B2zns Dwmo
(orevorLyifl@ eT6vv.6TLD. LOM G TIT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdsns D51

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ©6; 963.090. ©8FmE ©5IB 9, ADHO
3DEOW ¢TIBIO. WO TS & @DV WS HOBIB.

®S e8.58. ®Bzdzns Dwmo
(omessTLyif@ sT61v.6TID. WOMESTIT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@G O5I8® Bofemnd Owmo
(wressryfl@ Fhglo afréEHTiy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

Sir, may I continue my submission?

@0 Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! ©o; ©8w8 ©IEROB, In©red
point of Order &z e@mnie?

@S e300, ®B 2z Dwmo

(omessTLyil@ sT61v.6TID. WOMSTIT)

(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)

@G Bewrdss mOisnemn®B, ®ed point of Order &=
ePwud. v IO Bwemdl, DEOE VOWIE®SY
3»enn, 80 8D HBCEE » WOV BwW(o.

®S Bewdsns O151EmR )
(oressryfl@ Wrdléd surprusi Sjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

ARG,

©0 0328 Do emd) O5IEn®o.

@G O532® B6emns Owm

(oresrfl@ hglw afréCHTLg)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

Do not behave like a jack-in-the-box. - [Interruption.]

Sir, in that Parliament, when the Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa was the Leader of the Opposition, the current
Prime Minister, the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe, was the
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[06; D78® Bomlemd @wmo]

Prime Minister. If you may recollect, from 08" of
January to 15™ of August, 2015, the Hon. Maithripala
Sirisena, who was the leader of the UPFA, was the
President and the Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, a
Member of the UPFA, was the Leader of the Opposition.
His Excellency the President's holding Ministerial
portfolios is another issue that was raised. But, His
Excellency Maithripala Sirisena held a few portfolios in
that instance as well.

6 Beradss mO1zEHDO)

(orewryLllg Lrdld FuTBTsT Syauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I cannot give you any more time.
Please make it short.

@G D538® BoFems Owmo
(omevsrLll@ Fhdlw efrs6lsryg)
(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
I will.

Sir, the other issue is regarding the Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa obtaining the membership of the SLPP. He
denies it. The General Secretary of the UPFA, as the
authority, has informed the Hon. Speaker in writing to
appoint the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, who is the Leader
of the Parliamentary Group of the UPFA, as the Leader of
the Opposition. What more is expected? Parliament is not
there to arbitrate or inquire into the internal issues of the
UPFA or any other political party. It is so unfortunate
that you are attempting to convert this Parliament, which
is funded by the people’s money, into a limited centre for
inquiry of SLFP and the UPFA.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Thank you. I will not allow any more time. I cannot
allow a debate on this. I will not allow any debate. -
[Interruption.] Only the party leaders are allowed to
make statements, not anybody else.

@6 (0008 w) goi Bad8Bow Wm0

(woreryflg (Currdiflwi) oye wrrdmis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)

O Bewdds mOsnemn®B, ©0 8z End® ¢dwad
G0 83wr. ®O DO eeIm. [ BB

©6 ©5388 BGmlemsd Swvwmo
(oreryflg Fhglw afrsCemy)
(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

O G& Yot ®®OSTBR ®wmo
(oreryflg 2 sw rurg swesrLilev)
(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

@0 D538 BOemd OIEROB, RN WG WOBIB
DD ¢BIBN.

B0 CEB Yuord KOOBE OEROA, VInSed point
of Order &2 e®@imue?[@ BIS]

O CEB Yot ®®OSIBE Swmo

(wrevryfl@ 2 gw Wrurg sibesrLilev)

(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)

@0 Bewd®s »Omnemn®s, 8 38 ydn el On
DO, 8B 3B ydvrw »OB Sod- [Pt BEO]

@G (B8 3) o ©aGEow Oz
(wrevryfl@ (CurrAfwir) Spa wrrdmng)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)

S Bewdes DN NEHROB,-[@ BEO]

@S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!

B0 @R @08 OTBROB, ©S cew YorF ©OVIBE
Osign®ed point of Order ®m @8%wsx meX wdedd
RO gDEGND E¢HIHIO. [P BIO)

O ¢e Yot ®®OSIBE wmo

(oressryfl@ 2 sw Wrurg sibweiriisv)

(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
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@ DO yEe mE. OB ouddm BOy Do
0EDRO0 00T POBIBCET OB ewd & ¢dewsy O™
C¢ y@me ©€ Bay WO ©® wrred adgces BRI 9b
20 Rn® B8 mO» ¢ Do BBw 8 ¢B»rDo.

®S Bewdsns O151EmR )

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

8278 20BHWBE) »OBD OO statement ST HSBID
30D ¢rivn. ODOIB. ¢z¥ @® O gy BT Evd B¢
WOBID DB B

ey vved OO Y5 8oBWHHEH.

OO & Yot ®d®OSTBE Swmo
(oressTyfl@ 2 sw Lrurg sioweriiev)
(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdd surprwst jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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OS] OB WO IBED v

(oreryLll@ SWhHs &HaTTSeVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

©0] Bewdss mOnemn®B, ¢y 98E oyg@leninm
OB @00y wBwIzNEDR® DO, SR ©wENIOYED
20@08 0w OFBE B O 538 Bu /DO, &
BoEeerwed® ®Hwois Bedmd, O8slc  cosunle
OB ® BT 298 HDE ©5IBN. OO B WO EIDSE
sR8mewrd 000 . e® DeRE ©ewIdYed
ot 8mend COODBID . [ BBO]

6 Bearadss mOrzEmDO)

(orewsryLllg Ly dld suTBTLST SyauiTssr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! I cannot allow this debate to go on, I
am sorry.

@G 69 S VRO Dm0
(orevTLiifl@ meyts amefid)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Hon. Deputy Speaker -

®0 Bewdss G506
(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
Yes, Hon. Rauff Hakeem.
recognized Hon. Rauff Hakeem.

-[Interruption.] 1 have

@G 69 F VRO Dm0

(orevTLiifl@ meyts amefid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, e® ©:8Ee®xined 8s3 E00®
OmnE »IFOGH @B B eom Omd. FOLewsy
29O n@sIE  ececerymy 83w Yedel®  qed
288e@Ined wilinsId D8 ©OEs, “rice 8@ wd¢
Yo Beadsiensy BuE 8500 ®J 0535 By en. SO 9
¢siest o8 ®EEe ¢f SoFewd SBEE D8 @D
I, Sont YA 9 Swd.

o0 Boewdds mOnemn®B, »Oiwnemn® Jod
Bedimrow mer. o® 8Eedsined 88w  oBwiwwsl
Beadry 053800wem O» ged o wdusiesy ©Bn® I
Bedimrwd gBewlows OGE w0853, ¢1o5f dums muwmOd;
ececenn 8Os 20 ¥y ®E.

BO Gr8DecI8w® wduxsiest Ovmo
(omevsr L@ TTegeuCrrgwih FIbLIhbeT)
(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan)
I have not been removed.

@G 69 S VRO Dm0

(oraiTiflg poys andid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

You have not been removed. Our position is also the
same. Let me say this. The issue is, Hon. Sampanthan, at
the beginning of the year, we had Hon. Mahinda
Rajapaksa as the former President of this country. This
month, he became the former Prime Minister once again
and now he has become a former Member of Parliament.

©6 OIFDsews
(oreryflg 2 miliferi smeurr)
(An Hon. Member)

Hear! Hear!

©G 693 HRO Owmo

(wrevrLflg meyts amein)

(The Hon. Rauft Hakeem)

That is what has happened. Trust me. I know the Hon.
Susil Premajayantha took a lot of pains to explain Article 99
(13) and all that. It is very clear. Your own party is the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party and once you go and obtain
membership of another party, your membership ceases. That
issue, we will prove. -[Inferruption.] We will prove it
before a Select Committee. -[ Inferruption.]

@6 Berdss OGBS
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!

@G 63 HBRO Owmx
(wrevrflg meyts améin)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

We will prove. Unfortunately -[Interruption.] We

have no right. But, the House has a right. Now, you have
deprived the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena also of his
position in this whole issue. So, it is a very serious
matter. -[Interruption.] Do not get so emotional and
sentimental. Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella, do not get so
emotional. It is not an emotional issue. Why are you
getting so upset? I am telling you, only a few Members of
Parliament like -[Interruption.]

®S Bewdsns 151D

(oressryflg Wrdléd surprusi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Hon. Rauff Hakeem, please conclude.

@G 693 HRO Owmo

(1omevoTLyifl@ eyt emeiD)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Member, the Member sitting next to you is the
only sensible Member among you. The Kalutara District
Member sitting next to you is the only sensible Member
and you did not have the magnanimity to listen to him.
That is why you are in this position. -[Interruption.] One
of the most popular leaders in this country has been made
a political orphan. That is what you have done. It is very
unfortunate. -[Interruption.]

®S Bewdsns OD59EmR )
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Thank you.

Order, please! ©6; (@) g @6Bew BBIFHOA,
@ ed point of Order O §88wux wSsIH.

®S (D008 w) o DS DWmo

(woressryfl@ (CurrdNwir) Sye wrrdnis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Member is on a point of Order.
©0T (O w) gor @68 OBIBH®s, Bwsis.

@S (B8 @) Goi ®aGBor Do

(orevsryfl@ (CurrdAfwii) g wrydmis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Bosim.

@S (B8 @) o BaGBor Do

(wrewryllg (Currdiflwi) oye wrrdmis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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cOEOE ¢0&BOG ececonys B3wr. & Ded® § Eomo
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®0 Bewdss mG509Eemn o
(oreryllg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!

@G (B8 w) o BaG&Bor DWmo

(orevoryfl@ (CurrdAfwir) e wrrdmis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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®0 Bewdss G506
(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

& point of Order d=z.

®S (D008 w) o BaGEo Do

(oreryflg (Curdiflwi) e wrrdmis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)

& Ded® aud ¢» otm» dvn, e@mme e® double
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®6 Beardss mAOznEmRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

©8, ©20ew® BB, adwmy WMOBI®. Y» WOYD
$00ned & ewdBzn. OO BHINBBDR®o.

28EBe®5Ined dIdd®
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

©6 eBEes Alade wm
BWIZNBDR )

(oressryfl@  evgager  SlfleTebev - UTTTEHLGTDF FenLl
1pgOaui)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Leader of the House of
Parliament)

I move,

(23:88e®sIned

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 10.30
a.m. on Friday 21st December, 2018."

e E®esz 8, e e8®@» Ses.
aflsorr BIGBLILIL B sTHmYS CIBTeTemLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

DECDDO

RdSlewauliy
ADJOURNMENT

oG EBEe BBHEE ®wmo

(omessrLyif @ svgagiostT SiflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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G 36008588 20 B8,
afleaTir ST(BIGHMILDLILIGILIHD .
Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)
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ABOLITION OF THE EXECUTIVE PRESIDENCY

[¢.690.1.34]

®C T )OS B OWmn

(omessrLyifl@ @)rmesr elddsriordevr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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¢cOx¥>y @»x%. In page 97 of the English version of the
"Mahinda Chintana" of 2005, the former President said, I
quote:

"I expect to present a Constitution that will propose the abolition of
the Executive Presidency and to provide solutions to other issues
confronting the country."

That is what the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, in 2005,
proposed - the abolition of the Executive Presidency. He
went on to state, [ quote:

"In the Interim, I propose to present a Constitutional amendment
through which the Executive President will be made answerable to
the Parliament by virtue of holding such office. To endorse the
responsibility that the President has to the Parliament, I will attend
Parliament once a month."

Those were all very good intentions, but where did those
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@G 38T esornwm Swmo
(orevrLfl@ Bafer SlewThruidhs)
(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 Bewrdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oressryflg LWrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
Yes, Hon. Navin Dissanayake?

®©S 85T Besrnwm S¥mo

(oressTifl@ Befeir Slervmrpridsds)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, is there an investigation going
on about what happened in Parliament on the 15th of
November?

®0 Bendss SOrzNGEHDO)
(orerflg Wrdld surprwsT jeuTser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, there is a Committee appointed.
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@G 5857 Besarrwm Swmo

(oressryfl@ pefeir Slervrpridss)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

One of the Hon. Members who were involved in that
incident, the Member who put "miris kudu", just came
into the Chamber. Is there a duty on the Parliament to -

6 Beradss mOzEDO)

(orevwsryLllg Ly dld FuTBTLST Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

No. There is no final decision on this. So, until a decision
is taken, they can come in as Members of Parliament.

®S 28T Besarrwm Swmo
(rewrfl@ Bafsr SlevThruidhs)
(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)
All right. Thank you.

®G 96T BPSH Dm0

(worenTyll@ @)rresr alldaslrorde)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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"It is time to join hands irrespective of race, colour, language and
religion. We must get together, work together, speak and work
together and write together."
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"Go to the people in villages, expose the ‘criminal’ elements in
politics, expose the lies of these criminals and those who support
them, expose the danger of

authoritarianism,-" which mainly stems from the
Executive Presidency.

"-train them to say no to politics, no to racism, no to divisions;
bring back rule of the law, power back to people."

Revolutionise the political system,-"
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER /left the Chair, and
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I wish to
quote some extracts from the “Statement on the Indo-
Ceylon Agreement of October 30,1964 made by the Hon.
(Mrs.) Sirimavo Bandaranaike, Prime Minister, in the
Senate on 10™ November, 1964.”

“It will be relevant to give a brief account of the history of this
problem which started with the opening up of estates in the
Kandyan areas in the 1830s.”

“Today, we find in the Kandyan Districts an alien population of
South Indian workers who follow the social traditions of South
India while the Kandyans who occupy the valleys observe their
ancient customs. There has been hardly any intermingling between
these two sections of the population with their differences in
religion, language, social customs and occupations.”

“....Ceylon has always been most cautious in making concession
which would place Indian on par with the indigenous population in
sofaras political and citizenship rights were concerned.”
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CremeuwrHPlWSTS 6THBISEHEGHSE ST Sewl_dsalsVens.

@) semerr s Lilrgfemenr - "a Problem" - oy s jeui QFrsvsmmir.

It states, I quote;

“The Indian problem in Ceylon right from the very beginning
resolved itself into the question of how many of the Indians
resident in this country can be said to have become permanently
settled here to the extent that they could be absorbed as citizens
and a guarantee of full political and civil rights as are available to
the indigenous population granted to them without damaging the
interests of the country.”
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That is not a point of Order.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.06 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on

Friday, 21st December, 2018, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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