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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the measures which have been adopted or
are to be adopted in relation to providing
relief to the three-wheeler taxi owners who
have been inconvenienced by the fuel price
hike effected on or around 11th February,

2012;

(i)  whether a fuel subsidy would be provided
to them;

(iii) if so, the methodology followed in

providing that subsidy; and

(iv) the period for which the aforesaid subsidy
would be provided?

(b)  Will he also state -

(i) if a fuel subsidy is not provided to three-
wheeler taxi owners, the reasons for that;
and

(i) whether not providing relief to these
persons who are engaged in self
employment without being a burden to the
country while providing a service to the
society is not a great injustice?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:
(@ s heaware that -

() the patients in the Akuressa District
Hospital face various difficulties due to the
inadequacy of the water pipeline system
and the water tanks in the hospital; and

(if) the aforesaid problematic situation has
developed with the gradual increase of
patients in the hospital?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether it has been planned to provide
enough water to the Akuressa hospital;

(if) whether necessary allocations have been
made accordingly;
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(iii) if so, the amount of money that has been
allocated; and

(iv) whether action will be taken to expand the
water facilities in the aforesaid hospital?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering
Services, Housing and Common Amenities:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the name of the company or the institution
that laid concrete for a new construction,
removing trees in more than half of the strip
of land with trees and plants that has been
set aside for the benefit of the residents of
the Mattegoda Housing Scheme, Kottawa;
and

(if)  the persons who erected a corrugated sheet
fence around the plot of land with the
public well of the aforesaid housing
scheme, preventing people from using the
said well?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the reasons for assigning the repairing
activities of the roads of the aforesaid
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housing scheme to the Homagama
Pradeshiya Sabha without maintaining them

properly;

(i) as to why the underground water tank
installed there is not properly maintained,;
and

(iii) as to why the Housing Development
Authority, which secures all the income of
the Housing Scheme, is set to start new
constructions there without taking any step
for the welfare of the residents

()  Ifnot, why?
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What is your point of Order?
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According to the Standing Orders, an Hon. Member
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That is not a point of Order.

Hon. Sajith Premadasa, you may raise your third
Supplementary Question.
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Sjeui @)FFew L@ pledlimyr?

@)CmeD, ereir?

asked the Minister of Transport:
Will he state -

@)

(b)

©

(i)

(i)

(iii)

the number of roads running across the
railway lines in Sri Lanka;

of the aforesaid cross roads, the number of
roads identified as being used daily by a
large number of passengers ; and

the number of level crossings installed at
the aforesaid cross roads?

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

separately, the number of accidents and the
number of deaths occurred annually at the
unprotected level crossings from the year
2010 up to now;

separately, the value of damages caused to
property from such accidents annually from
the year 2006 up to now;

the amount of money required to install one
level crossing; and

the salary or the allowance paid monthly to
a worker serving at a level crossing?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House, since 2006 to date on
per year basis -

(i) the number of persons in three armed forces
who have been subjected to court martial;

(if)  the names of security officials in the rank of
Brigadier in the Army or equivalent ranks
in the Navy and Air Force who have been
subjected to court martial along with the
charges levelled against each of them; and

(iii) the length of the punishments given to
those officers separately?
(b)  Will he state -

(i) whether the existing court system has got to
approve the court martial;
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(if)  if so, whether there is a possibility to cancel
the punishments given by courts martial;
and

(iii)  the person who is having the authority to set
aside the decisions of courts martial?

() Ifnot, why?
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@)r@mev, ersin?

asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage:

(@ Isheaware that -

(i)

(ii)

a water supply project has been
implemented with the financial aid from
Japanese International Corporation
Agency (JAICA) with a view to provide
drinking water facilities for the people in
Kandy District in the year 2005;

although a water tank has been built in
Katugastota, Kondadeniya area under that
project and drinking water facilities were
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provided to the people living in that area but
the wvillagers in areas like Akurana,
Dunuwila North and South, Heepitiya,
Pangollamada, Udadeegala, Doragamuwa,
Udurawana, Aluthgama, Paranagama have
not been provided with the drinking water
facility up to now?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

whether action will be taken to look into the
project which has not yet been
implemented, although the foundation stone
has been laid on several times to build a
new water tank in the garden of the
Doragamuwa Temple with a view to
provide water facilities to the people living
in that area; and

whether steps will be taken immediately to
supply water to the aforesaid villagers who
were rendered helpless due to the lack of
drinking water facility?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Petroleum Industries:

(@ Is he aware that the Agro-chemical Division of
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, which fulfilled
99 per cent of the demand of the whole agro-
chemical market, has been reduced to a state by
now downgraded due to the facts of making
political appointments and not being provided with
necessary resources?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether due steps will be taken to solve
the problems prevalent in the Agro-
chemical Division of the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation; and

(if)  whether steps will be taken to make the
relevant appointments in a reasonable
manner by calling applications other than
recruiting officers to the aforesaid Division
through political appointments?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home

Affairs:

@)

(b)

Will he state -

(D)
(ii)

(iii)

the minimum age limit considered in giving
employments to the graduates;

whether the aforesaid age limit will be
applicable in the same manner when there is
a delay in providing employments to the
graduates due to the delays in the
Government; and

the posts and designations of the graduates
who were given appointments recently and
the places of work to which they have been
appointed?

If not, why ?
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Ojeui @M @eurym?

(@) @erCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Education:
(@ Isheaware -

(i) that Government schools are being
militarized at present; and

(i) that military training is given to GCE.
Advanced Level students and that the
principals of the schools are awarded with
the rank of Colonel under that?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the number of schools in which the students
have been given military training;

(i) the objective of starting a project to give
military training to students in schools; and

(iif)  whether steps will be taken to achieve the
above objectives without involving GCE
Advanced Level students and schools in
militarization while safeguarding their right
to education?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the "Lanka Hospitals”, which is a
property owned by the Sri Lanka Insurance
Corporation, is registered with the Stock
Exchange; and

(i) of the legal position with regard to a
company belonging to a State corporation
being registered with the Stock Exchange ?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the

Opposition)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(Nrgld FuThTLST jeuider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Begwd o0 (@dde) ©uds g8eqo® @wvmi. Before he
starts, the Deputy Chairman of Committees will take the
Chair.

e Bewdss wm»Onemn® Gewmews' @O
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PBCHF FBEBWGLOTT] SOOI UBISHTTS560.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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[3.13 p.m.]

@0 §8. esI0crssy Onm

(omevsryLll@ =i Guirdrmegesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, | thank you for
giving me this opportunity to pay a tribute to a great son
of Sri Lanka, a person with whom | had the rare
opportunity of associating in the Western Provincial
Council and also in this Parliament.

| have observed him when he became the Chief
Minister of the Western Provincial Council in 1988. He
was devoted to service and he shunned all perks that were
due to a Chief Minister. He never used an official car.
He had the best car but it was a privately-owned car.
Similarly, he never drew a salary. He donated it to good
causes and he never enjoyed any salary as the Chief
Minister or as the Leader of the Opposition in the
Provincial Council or as a Member of Parliament.

I must state that he was a person who believed in the
Provincial Council system. That was why he took the
responsibility of the Chief Minister of the Western
Provincial Council, the largest Provincial Council. During
his period as the Chief Minister, he always strived to get
more powers for the Provincial Councils. He believed that
devolution was necessary for this country and he strived
to safeguard the powers that were available and always
tried to get more and more powers.

| can remember, when | entered the Western
Provincial Council in 1993, the Chief Minister of that
Provincial Council was Madam Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga. The Hon. Susil Moonesinghe was the then
Leader of the Opposition and the leader of our group in
the Provincial Council. There was an incident. The then
Chief Minister of the Western Provincial Council, Madam
Kumaratunga, wanted to use the police powers available
under the Provincial Councils Act and she brought a
Special Resolution before the Provincial Council, urging
the then President, the late Hon. D.B. Wijetunga, to grant
permission to bring the Police Commission Act to life.
The Police Commission Act stipulated that the date for it
to become effective was to be set by the President. So, a
Resolution was brought before the Western Provincial
Council to give life to the Police Commission Act. At
this time, when the Chief Minister who belonged to the
People’s Alliance was asking for police powers, the Hon.
Susil Moonesinghe who was the Leader of the Opposition
of the Provincial Council and a member of the United
National Party, took up the stand that we should support
the devolution of police powers to the provinces. At the
Group Meeting, many Members argued that we should
not allow a Chief Minister of the Opposition party, a party
opposed to us, to have police powers. But, the Hon. Susil
Moonesinghe said, “We all are Members of the Provincial
Council. It is our duty to strive for more powers for the
Provincial Councils. So, we should support the Motion
brought by the Chief Minister, Madam Kumaratunga”.

So, we participated in the Debate. We all urged for
more powers to the Provincial Councils, and for police
powers and the Resolution was passed in the Provincial
Council. However, the then Chief Minister, Madam
Kumaratunga, soon after that became the Prime Minister
of this country and subsequently the President of this
country. But, when she did become the President of the
country, she did not honour the Motion passed at the
Provincial Council by herself and never gave police
powers to the Provincial Councils. Up to date, we have
not realized the full powers of Provincial Councils
because those who get into power at the Centre have
never wanted to concede power to the Provinces. Today,
we are seeing again an argument over whether land and
police powers should be given to the Provincial Councils.
Since the Hon. Susil Moonesinghe then thought, even as
the Opposition Leader, that more powers should be
devolved to Provincial Councils, | am sure he would have
thought even today that the Provincial Councils should
have more powers.

The Hon Susil Moonesinghe was a very simple person
and a good leader. He led the list of candidates at that
Provincial Council Election where | contested for the first
time and he was so supportive of his team. He did give us
good advice and lead us in that election. Even afterwards
in the Council, he was very simple; he was very wise and
gave us good advice. He was a person who never flaunted
his power. He was a very refined person and never
argued. He was always willing to listen to other people. |
was then in the Ceylon Workers' Congress while he was
in the UNP and we decided at that time to support the
Government. He used to argue about it with me but never
with any anger. He was always willing to accept the
views of the other person.

The Hon. Susil Moonesinghe was a special
acquaintance in my life. | will always cherish his
memories, pay tribute to him and pray for his next life
the way his religion propounds.

Thank you.

[e.90.3.21]
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(The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha - Minister of

Environment and Renewable Energy)
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(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

@0 Bewdss mdm ©vdnd®s, 80.0m oo u8c
oo OB o 0® @0 ©Ved wWIsNGHR®,
Bute 0emR®), el vWBved yD® -Bdwemn®,
Bl g 8.8emRE e Rewd e W
® ®Er. Oed Edned egdw qddt v, On&ed
O8med egddw cHlvem o I Buog ecrn B85 wewsy
WOBIHO WS €n.

e 8 wfn Bwo & wdewn o Ons e
Drersy O OO ® AEIeBIeCHT D DTy By ®.

98C o8B OBn® o ®»O WODEO gusd 88
e0siensy ewie 80yoBRsY B Py, owie gmsmen Y, &
Ded® ewic OMEs 0BQern Bedn), BBREWO gown WO,
oo 888¢ ednmemrwen.

On® 0dQEHBO ITIHOS 9dess eBdOlE® G-red
eEdw OB ¢dded 8OO dn® wEEHN HBIHO B Diews¥d
Cl1@ . Oned D3O, In® ne BIgwm P Bw@D,
On® ne 8w (Fem® & 250cE® g8 ¢udmn. § Ded®



797 2013 &8 07 798

OR® ©@® GO0 @28 HO® Gcdw MEE BwWd OB 88 HwEsN
onimn. 00 Bosler gmeldm AEOwE O Bn@ed
80ge0sT O EmO LiNE®B, 0O eWmedd Bedm) Gcdw,
DB aBDbBewesI® e BB, & Ded® Sn®
ed@EmHBO OO BB gmo 0D esednE®
2wl 888D MOYR WE. BITHED® Fred cuednn
DOYRORE eend gdEFNDE O @sd HE Hew. 9o
@80 eC® On® & »OYn 980 ®EH.

9@ 80 ©yd ednmEmwd @nd odxiexsy 1960 &
0F0vedE PHHBO PwEn Wy oudfewms’ mOO
DB, 8O wegd 9n® 1970 @y & BOS;mede & comn
Bewdd sved ¢y 8ei 8w 830008 m DRe!s 5O
odamemwed ¢dBlen Jew. 957 ©d On® od.gb.
B8R OB 8w BPen ©OITRHO On OB
oFws  Hhm  osewrsl edamemed md g
30Eed8 Cmed oeHDB se wwed  yhm
200w Dnewsy elnds 0O 97 wer. 80 gun
DONOBIDEE OO gwoens B8Iwr g ¢@imsddw Daewsy
g »Ogn HICH® »eg 0ewde Bum O®. YL»
2®msDdwr Daews’ BBL® cdamen @B, wieEen
B0, e 8O B0 ®»OEH WE O® drd sEIy
800 DREewsT VBN BEIs ¥ e®enwDo.

©0 Bewdes m0m ©0sBne®s, & Ded®, & m»Ogn
BBed8 BEBO ocwm mHB0 dced 83 qwd s ehx
@00, AEed 0083 duved ¢wudn WD wEew8sY, &
as 200 08, & 230 ©vedd WIBsY I® cladsy
ec® WO WE. O C¥ed Diwmwen 808 W0,
BB 000D FHw ®E P SO 9um D WE OO
OB OB, dn®i wOw 83 O5IFOSwr Drewsy
O @8, @wd®cessT OB wewsy mer. 8E YouBown
OBn® edaerre meog 838¢ gns ¢B08. dn&ed
DICS BE ENGC 80 BRLO ewd § 0 a8
¢TI, & Doed® & s BE BET HED PEBHHOEO
Bae aBens G 8 verd ey 0udes 3o /IO,
BB BEOO OSn® Fwor mer. 8O vided dn® 1994 80O
2000 ¢FD0  eme® CdEfgFwme Bewldmw ®»ISsT
08B0y OxFDdwn Drews’ »OYn ®el. 80 vdedd
On® »NBBOCBE) Drersy -9l HIBTNBBDSWE
dnewsi- ®»Ogn e 00 PnwB. O7® 98 Felrds
00w e, & 0 glmws amd Bedm
@700 8gen HOTD. & Hed® § ComdD 8 O
B8Bw0 edgec vmELy) #1B BOBID On® Fwo WEH.

o0 Bewdds mom ©sBn®B, e@mme gn ®G
WOsIes] edamEs Bedped 888 0Bge B omm®n
o8; ednwmem Ednmed @cdndsy Ednwed on ®»E
BT OB, SBIPDD Y O BE EBIPDD DG
BBe® @@d BYewn. dn® om0 BBEE 9 »§
e05Iny ¥OOT O BYew. IO v IO BYoed
. 8O 0 EDnw »HOB dn® on med. Ve B
@200, ACH 3B § 80 Bwsy ©9:® ¢dENOmE® drn®
©0e® DO EBnend v Beg. @NEWI® Hw s eEH
R257® e ©8®» WD WO, VN® e we» SHS
BOB), ¥OOsT m»HO® & e ¢¢f 8 WO DBnwH eC®
®® @ ¢Bmn. & DHred® dn® Edned BBO DGO
DD edONEHNW WOE NP OO ooy
0. 85I & BenBd 9980 edrmcns Edned ¢n 838¢D
Bwooon odamEemnwen daewsy 88 m»omdr Becr @
BeHsy WOBIesT.

@G Bewdes m0m wpindn®s, 80-0m ged 8y u8E
ooy OBn® 0ew® dessy, ©eeddewss,
cuemnBsy 0® gduded 88 OB, OO §BEGHOS
BOsY 830 8Om0 I8, On®ied BB, g ¢0105T e
sgel Bug ©nd, 9n®ed waBsl ¢nd BrE ©¢500
gued O oadmw ©® gdEed vg W»IB, @®
3DED CH 2 o Y ERBOTD D85 Ved WSO
gDy WO, BBE.

[3.36 p.m.]

00 aC®d £.69.68. 2508 Pwmn
(LomesrLyL0l@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, Mr. E.C.
McKenzie had collected 14,000 quips and quotes and
included those in a book called “14,000 Quips & Quotes
for Writers & Speakers”. | would like to read one quote
from it: “There are no great men except those who have
rendered service to mankind”.

Today, when we are recalling the memories of a
respected leader, the Hon. Susil Moonesinghe, this quote
comes to my mind. He rendered service to mankind and
was always available in their needs. Although he was
born with a silver spoon in his mouth, he rendered
yeoman service to the poor and needy. 2o-0m
0. DDED.408.8. Dedendrnem OB & gmmosewnsy
508 d¢ "O¥Bwed ©ui® YO BBwO edde BES"
B D1cOB yrmrw HEE.

Sir, the Hon. Susil Moonesinghe hails from a very
distinguished Buddhist family in this country. He excelled
in every field of activity: politics, social services,
religious services, sports and in every other human
activity. Therefore, he amassed a vast wealth of
knowledge and experience. He, very ironically - it is a
little interesting to recall - worked in the Electorate of
Avissawella, where Boralugoda formed the base of
socialism in this country with the Father of Socialism, the
late Hon. Philip Gunawardena, leading the way along
with his brother, late Hon. Robert Gunawardena, under
whom | also did politics with my cousin Haris Deen,
when he was the Member of Parliament from Kotte. Now,
in Parliament, the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena and the
Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena are excelling as their late
respected father did.

Another queer thing that happened was this. Susil had
brothers: Anil was his elder brother and Mangala, his
younger brother. When Anil was presiding over
Parliament, | used to quote from the Erskine May and the
Hon. Susil Moonesinghe always walked up to me - we
were seated close to each other in the Opposition benches
at that time - and asked, “How did you learn this because
it is very difficult to quote? The Erskine May runs into
about a thousand odd pages. | said, "l followed the
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footsteps of Anil’s leader, the late Hon. (Dr.) N.M.
Perera”, who quoted the Erskine May copiously in this
House, to whom we, as school-going students, always
listened sitting in the old Parliament Gallery.

Also, the Hon. Mangala Moonesinghe is another
distinguished gentleman, | should say. He was liked by
everyone, particularly the peace-loving people. He
wanted peace in this country; he wanted unity in this
country. He did not want this country to be pawned to a
foreign power under any circumstances because the
Moonesinghe family is firmly rooted in the soil of this
country. Therefore, they always endeavoured to promote
internationally the cause of Sri Lanka, not something else.
I also had the privilege of serving in the Mangala
Moonesinghe Parliamentary Select Committee, which
subsequently submitted a Report to Parliament.

Then, Sir, he was the first Chief Minister of the
Western Provincial Council. I remember vividly that
when he was to be declared the Chief Minister, there was
a meeting at "Braemar", the residence of the late President
J.R. Jayewardene at Ward Place, Colombo. He summoned
me there and the late Hon. Gamini Dissanayake was
present. He said: “Mr. Azwer, only the people in
Colombo want to occupy big positions, positions of status
and hold all ministerial posts. There is a young Muslim
elected from the Kalutara District called M.A.M. Yoosuf.
Do you know him?" | said, “Yes, Sir, | know him quite
well because he was working very closely with the then
Member of Parliament - later the Hon. Speaker,
Deshamanya Alhaj M.A. Bakeer Markar. The Hon.
Gamini Dissanayake said, “Hurry, run to that place and
bring him over here soon.” It so happened that | forgot the
Ward Place residence and took Mr. M.A.M. Yoosuf
straight to Susil Moonesinghe's house opposite the
Museum. Then, he said, “My dear young man, you will
be a Minister - the first Muslim Minister - in my Cabinet;
you will feel happy". He was overwhelmed, choked with
emotion. He never expected that because people in
Colombo were displaying currency notes in millions to
snatch this post. But, they stood their ground firm. Mr.
M.A.M. Yoosuf is the first Muslim Minister in the
Western Provincial Council. He is a very distinguished
member of the Western Province serving the people from
the inception and is now celebrating 30 years in politics.
We wish him Good Luck!

Sir, the Hon. Susil Moonesinghe also had a deep
knowledge and liking for the broadcast service in this
country. As a result, he became the Chairman and the
Director-General of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation. Yesterday morning, Sir, we heard in the
"Dasa Desa" Programme, which is a very important and
valuable programme, the voice of the late Dr. N.M.
Perera. It was very interesting to listen to what Dr. N.M.
Perera said about this country and the future. The

Chairman, Mr. Hudson Samarasinghe included his voice-
cut in that programme. | would also like to ask the
Chairman of the SLBC, if possible tomorrow, to include
a voice-cut of the Hon. Susil Moonesinghe as well.

Then, Sir, he became the Chief Minister in 1988,
which was the Beeshana Samaya, and held the portfolios
of Public Security, Police, Finance and Planning,
Housing, Trade, Information and Transport. Then, he left
the portals of this majestic building and went to Iran as
Sri Lanka's Ambassador. | happened to go to Iran when
his successor Mr. Omar Kamil, the former Mayor of
Colombo, was appointed as the Ambassador. The Hon.
Karu Jayasuriya knows those facts very well. The Hon.
Susil Moonesinghe has left his footprints firmly in the
diplomatic services in Iran, | learnt. He was a man who
always laughed and made others laugh and lived happily.

Sir, he was very well disposed towards our fraternity
as well. Although he was a Buddhist leader who helped
Buddhist causes, temples, devalas and schools, when he
was the Chief Minister we found him readily available
for Ahadiya schools in the Colombo District, particularly
in the Colombo-Central area where even today we find
the schools in the Colombo-Central area has got to be
developed to the extent of other schools in the rest of the
Island.

Sir, he was also an administrator of the Bandaranaike
Memorial International Conference Hall. From 1970 to
1972, as | mentioned earlier, he was the Chairman and
the Director-General of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation.

I may end my speech, Sir, by again quoting E.C.
McKenzie. “A man is not really poor if he can still
laugh”. The Hon. Susil Moonesinghe laughed, made us
laugh; he was a straight forward man. He stood tall even
in his national attire and I should say he was elegant.

He served this House well for 6 years and 1 month.
According to his belief, | pray for his Nivan Suval!

Thank you.

Beawadss 220m ewinBn®

(ewssaflsr UNrdls sallemeri jeauigser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I wish to associate myself with the sentiments
expressed by both sides of the House on the death of the
Hon. Susil Moonesinghe, ex-Member of Parliament. |
shall direct the Secretary-General of Parliament to make a
Minute of the Proceedings of today’s Meeting and send a
copy thereof to the members of the bereaved family.

The next Vote of Condolence is on the Hon. P.R.
Ratnayake.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the

Opposition)
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to glory from the dust"

OO0 BT eres GedDo!

Beawadss 200 ewinBn®

(ewssallsr UNrdls sallereri jeuigser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Lalith Dissanayake.
Before that, will an Hon. Member propose Hon. Janaka
Bandara to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Balasuriya)

| propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.

g Sz &, e e3®@® S,
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B TMMYS CIBTOTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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Anyway, | would like to explain to you all these in
detail because this is a serious allegation, a baseless
allegation. | would like to call it a "baseless allegation™”
because pardon had been requested by several
governments including the Government of Sri Lanka
from the Saudi Arabian Government and it was given
after several years to all illegal immigrants. "lllegal
immigrants" means those who have gone there for
religious purposes and are staying back even after their
visas have expired; people who are working without visas
and people who have gone on tourist visa and are
overstaying.

This is not a plight only for Sri Lanka. We are
thankful to the Saudi Arabian Government for acceding
to our request to grant pardon and for providing
necessary offices to repatriate illegal immigrants to Sri
Lanka or for allowing them to continue working for new
sponsors in Saudi Arabia.

The Saudi Arabian Government has taken a policy
decision to repatriate all illegal residents presently in
Saudi Arabia and informed on the 11" of May, 2013, the
embassies and consulates of labour-sending countries in
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Saudi Arabia that all illegal residents or workers should
leave Saudi Arabia on or before the 3" of July, 2013. That
is within less than two months, not even two months.

The illegal residents in Saudi Arabia include
expatriate workers who have run away from their places
of employment and thereby they forego the sponsorship
through which they entered Saudi Arabia. These workers
require exit permits issued by the Saudi Immigration
Authority to leave that kingdom. Haj and Umrah pilgrims
who have overstayed their visas also come under the
category of illegal residents.

For repatriation, illegal residents or the workers require:

(1) Temporary travel documents - TTD - if they do
not have valid passports issued by their respective
embassies or consulates.

(2)  The exit permit issued by the Saudi Arabian
authorities. They must be given an exit permit to
leave the country once the contract is over.

(3)  The Saudi Resident Permit (Igama) number.

Illegal residents who wish to rectify their status and
continue to work in Saudi Arabia are required to find new
sponsors for which they would require to regularize their
passports or to have non-Machine Readable Passports
from our embassy.

Illegal workers without Saudi Resident Permit number
would have to wait till repatriation of those who possess
the Saudi Resident Permit number is completed. Haj and
Umrah pilgrims who have overstayed their visas would
come under this category of illegal residents who are
without Saudi Resident Permit number.

Saudi Immigration Authorities have allocated one
working day per week for each labour-sending country
for processing exit permits. About 14,000 exit permits
have been processed for nationals from Sri Lanka. It is
not 7,000. | would like to mention that. For India, 25,000
exit permits have been processed; Pakistan - 40,000;
Bangladesh - 14,000; Indonesia - 20,000 and the
Philippines - 14,000.

Saudi authorities have allocated every Monday of the
week for processing exit visas for illegal Sri Lankan
residents. It was initially expected that 1,000 exit permits
would be processed per day by the Saudi Arabian
Immigration Authorities. However, it has been observed
that approximately only 400 to 500 exit permits have been
processed per day.

The Additional Secretary of the Ministry of External
Affairs, Mr. Rodney Perera was instructed to visit Jeddah
on the request of His Excellency the President, the Hon.
Minister of External Affairs and the Hon. Dilan Perera, to

oversee the repatriation process and to report to us of any
shortcomings. He was also requested to look into the
welfare of Sri Lankan nationals in Jeddah with a view to
ensuring provision of consular assistance needed to
repatriate them early.

The Government of Sri Lanka released sufficient
funds for the Sri Lankan Embassy in Riyadh and the
Consulate- General of Sri Lanka in Jeddah to meet initial
expenses relating to the repatriation process. The
Additional Secretary is of the view that the process for
repatriation and registration and issuance of travel
documents by the Sri Lankan Missions is well organized
compared to other countries. | must tell you that it is the
best because we have already completed registering all
workers and they are now waiting at the Saudi
Immigration Authorities to collect their documents. The
Additional Secretary has spoken with the Consulates-
General of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia and the
Philippines in this regard.

All staff members of the Missions have been working
long hours; they have been working at least till midnight
everyday since this was started. Since May up to now,
they have been working late to complete the process and
register the issuance of travel documents. Additional staff
members with Arabic language proficiency have already
been sent from Colombo and they have been asked to
recruit translators from Saudi Arabia to expedite the
process. Other resources required for this process have
also been provided by the Government of Sri Lanka. The
Missions provide regular updates to the Ministry and the
situation has been continuously monitored by the two
relevant Ministries and the two Ministers.

Translators of the Sri Lanka Missions and other staff
members have been stationed at the Saudi Immigration
Offices in Riyadh and Jeddah to assist the Sri Lankan
nationals, to talk to them and sort out their problems, at
the Immigration Authority as well as in the airports.
Action has been taken to create awareness through TV
channels, which are available in that area for Sri Lankans,
through the internet and newspaper advertisements have
also been published by the Sri Lankan Embassy in Saudi
Arabia.

®G Ox¥e55Y @B DHmo
(LomenrLyLf@ TedTEREHT TTLOBTWISS)
(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
In which language?

0 Bewd®E euneld ®vm
(revsryfl@ BHGwmomred QuGryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
They are, of course, in Sinhalese, English and Arabic
languages.

Considering the situation in Jeddah, the Consulate-
General has informed the Ministry that there have been
no stranded Sri Lankans residing under the Sharafiya
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Kandara Bridge as of today. | would like to mention that
there are no Sri Lankans living under that bridge as of
today or for the last few days.

Up to the 6™ of June, 2013, approximately 9,000
illegally-residing Sri Lankans have been registered with
the Sri Lankan Consulate in Jeddah. All of them have
been issued with temporary travel documents and they are
awaiting the issuance of exit permits by the Saudi
Immigration Authority. All the necessary documents have
been issued by the Sri Lankan Embassy in Riyadh and the
Consulate in Jeddah, in Saudi Arabia.

About 200 Sri Lankans are temporarily staying in the
Khalidiya Children’s Park located in front of the
Consulate. They all are being looked after by the
Consulate and also by the nearby Mosque. So, facilities
have been provided. Fortunately, we have our Consulate
in front of the Mosque. So, they are being looked after by
the Mosque on the request of the embassy and its staff.

So far, only 900 exit permits have been issued by the
Saudi Immigration Authority, after which approximately
400 Sri Lankans have left Saudi Arabia for Sri Lanka.
Exit visas are distributed by the Saudi Immigration
Authority at the Detention Camp in Jeddah - Tarheel,
which is located closer to the Sharafiya Kandara Bridge.
Mobile services are being organized for Abha/Khamis
Mushayet which is about 700 kilometres away from
Jeddah; Najaran, which is about 900 kilometres away
from Jeddah; Jezan, which is about 950 kilometres away
from Jeddah; Tabuk, which is about 850 kilometres away
from Jeddah; Medina, which is about 400 kilometres
away from Jeddah and Yanbu, which is about 400
kilometres away from Jeddah. These are the mobile
services which have been provided in order to facilitate
Sri Lankan workers who are there after the pardon was
given by the Saudi authorities.

Considering the situation in Riyadh, up to 6" June,
2013, approximately 6,000 illegally-residing Sri Lankans
have been registered with the Embassy of Sri Lanka in
Riyadh. All of them have been issued with temporary
travel documents and they are awaiting the issuance of
exit permit by the Saudi Immigration Authority. So far,
only 850 exit permits have been issued, after which
approximately 500 Sri Lankans have left for Sri Lanka
from Riyadh.

The embassy has conducted mobile services in
Dammam, Qaseem, Sakaka and Hail, and the last mobile
service was held today in Hail. The Sri Lankan Embassy
in Riyadh and the Consulate in Jeddah have issued travel
documents to all registered Sri Lankans. However, the
Saudi authorities would have to issue exit permits,
without which repatriation is not possible. The
Government would continue to extend all possible
assistance to Sri Lankans in Saudi Arabia and other
countries.

Therefore, my dear Colleague, the Hon. Ranjan
Ramanayake has misled this House by saying that there
are people living under the Sharafiya Kandara Bridge as
of today. There are no people living under that bridge. -
[Interruption.]

®© G 3553 Gr®@BNwz Pvm
(LomevorLy L@ TedTEQEIT TTLDBITWISSE)
(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake)

Sir, the Hon. Deputy Minister has mentioned my
name. - [Interruption.]

§oes2200:) @IE S0
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

| take responsibility for what | say because | have sent
the Additional Secretary to Jeddah to see the position. |
would like to tell you that you should speak responsibly
because that is the reason the media has not reported and
given adverse publicity to the allegations that you are
making.

Sir, 1 would like to make those points and | say that
the Government of Sri Lanka is committed and will be
committed to serve the people. Now, there is no
necessity to send additional staff but if the embassy
requests or if more people come to our embassies, we
will be doing that to continuously support the staff and
the workers in Saudi Arabia or any other country..

Thank you very much.

@G @8. § Sem Owmo
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(The Hon. J. Sri Ranga)
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.14 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
18th June, 2013.
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