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The Quorum Bells having been rung at 2.40 p.m., and Members
having assembled in the Chamber of Parliament -
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Mr. Speaker [The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa] with Her
Excellency Madam Yingluck Shinawatra, Prime Minister of
Thailand, entered the Chamber at 2.45 p.m.

Mr. Speaker took the Chair.

Her Excellency Madam Yingluck Shinawatra took her seat
beside Mr. Speaker.
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Hon. Prime Minister, Hon. Ministers, Hon. Leader of
the Opposition, Hon. Members of Parliament and
distinguished visitors, I am honoured and privileged to
welcome to our Parliament at this special Session, Her
Excellency Madam Yingluck Shinawatra, the Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, one of the most
dynamic and outstanding leaders in South-East Asia. She
is also the first woman Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Thailand.

In the year 2003, we were honoured and privileged to
have had the opportunity to welcome His Excellency Dr.
Thaksin Shinawatra, the then Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Thailand and the beloved brother of Your
Excellency, who graciously accepted our invitation to
address our Parliament.

Today, we are equally privileged and honoured to be
able to listen to your Address, Madam Prime Minister,
which will be delivered after ten years from the Address
of your distinguished and illustrious brother, Dr.
Shinawatra, which is a historic event in our Parliament.

Madam Prime Minister, your visit to our Parliament
will strengthen the long-standing relationship with
Thailand, which dates back to many centuries. Both our
countries have a predominantly Buddhist culture based
on the Theravada tradition. We are also grateful to your
country for the assistance rendered to revive Buddhist
practices at a time when Buddhism suffered a decline in
our country.

The Parliament of Sri Lanka and the Parliament of
Thailand have had a close friendship for many decades.
Our Parliament is privileged to have formed a Sri Lanka-
Thailand Parliamentary Friendship Association to further
consolidate and strengthen the relationship between the
two Legislatures.

Our Parliament greatly appreciates the continued and
steady growth of bilateral relations between the two
countries in recent years and the high-level interactions
between the State Leaders through reciprocal visits, such
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as the visit of His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa,
President of Sri Lanka, to your country in the year 2012,
which has given the necessary impetus to strengthen and
consolidate the existing ties.

We are also very grateful to Thailand for its support to
Sri Lanka at international and regional fora, particularly at
the UN Human Rights Council. Sri Lanka and Thailand
are active members of the BIMSTEC. We are looking
forward to the next BIMSTEC Summit, where Your
Excellency would be meeting His Excellency the
President of Sri Lanka along with other BIMSTEC
leaders.

Similarly, we are dynamic members of the Asia
Cooperation Dialogue - ACD - and Sri Lanka is happy to
take part in the next ACD Summit to be held in Thailand
in 2015.

Madam Yingluck Shinawatra has read for her
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science at the University
of Chiang Mai and is also the holder of a Master of Public
Administration Degree from the Kentucky State
University, USA.

Madam Shinawatra has had a long and a brilliant
career with the corporate sector and she has held many
executive positions in some of the top-ranking companies
in Thailand.

Now, | have great pleasure in calling upon Your
Excellency, Madam Prime Minister, to address this
House.
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ADDRESS BY HER EXCELLENCY MADAM
YINGLUCK SHINAWATRA, PRIME MINISTER OF
THAILAND

DBESTD 9@ gBod BBFCH 8mOn0 BfSw
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O|WLOFFIT)
(Her Excellency Madam Yingluck Shinawatra - Prime
Minister of Thailand)
Hon. Speaker of Parliament, Hon. Members of
Parliament, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Ayubowan and Vanakkam!

First of all, I would like to say that | am so excited to
speak in your Parliament. Ten years ago, my brother had
that opportunity. So, | am the second Prime Minister of
Thailand who has got the honour of speaking in this
Parliament. I really appreciate it.

It is a great pleasure for me to be here in Sri Lanka, a
beautiful island nation at the opposite end of the Bay of
Bengal. Although, we are separated by an ocean, our two
countries share common religious faiths and close cultural
and political beliefs.

I am also greatly humbled to address this Parliament. |
feel privileged to speak to the elected Representatives of
the people of Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan people have
always shown great courage in protecting their nation and
the values of their democracy.

On a personal level, I am deeply honoured to be
addressing the same Parliament where the world’s first
female Prime Minister, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, once led
the Government.

Hon. Members of Parliament, | am here in Sri Lanka
with the intention to build an even closer partnership
between our two nations and to seek Sri Lanka’s support
in building bridges of multi-dimensional cooperation
throughout Asia.

In the religious dimension, the reference to the Thai
word “Lanka Wong” carries a noble meaning for Thais. It
signifies the establishment of Buddhism from Sri Lanka
to Thailand some eight centuries ago. And, 260 years ago,
a group of monks from Thailand performed higher
ordination for Sri Lankan monks.

This eventually led to the establishment of the Siyam
Maha Nikaya here, in this country. This makes our
Buddhist links unique and this is the reason why our
people are so firmly connected.

More importantly, in these days of rapid changes in
the world, with cut-throat economic capitalism, political
turmoil and social disruptions, we must work together to
strengthen Buddhism as a religion and a way of life. |
would like to ask you all to join this quest, so that
Buddhism can be a force of tolerance that brings peace,
not only to the individual mind but the human community
as a whole.

Hon. Members of Parliament, in the political
dimension, both our countries care deeply about
democracy. Despite challenges that try to destroy our
beliefs in democracy, democracy survived since it is the
people’s will. Democracy is the best form of government
to protect the rights and liberties of the people and
advance society's interests. Democracy is not an internal
affair of one country alone. Democracies around the
world must join to preserve and protect the people. Our
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two countries, with our experiences and lessons can
contribute greatly to the advancement of democratic
forces.

Hon. Members of Parliament, the world is facing the
common threat of climate change and natural disasters.
Our countries shared the fate of tsunami in the year 2004.
Thailand had to face one of the worst floods in our
nation’s history two years ago. As climate change
threatens the human security, we need to work to protect
our people by reducing risks from natural disasters. | call
for a closer cooperation and collaboration with an action
plan of coordinated warning systems and disaster relief
operations.

In the economic dimension, Asia is home to almost 60
per cent of the world’s population with emerging new
centres driving the global economic growth. Today,
around three billion people from Asia and Africa, live
around the Indian Ocean. Enhanced regional connectivity
will strengthen links in the Indian Ocean rim. This is a
strategy being pursued by Thailand and ASEAN. We are
building better transport links between ASEAN and other
regions, including South Asia.

On Thailand’s part, we are investing US Dollars 66
billion in infrastructure development that will link up with
the region. Better connectivity leads to more trade,
investment, tourism and better links between people.

One of the key projects is the Dawei Deep-Sea Port,
which we are working with Myanmar on the Andaman
Sea. This will link with the LaemChabang Deep-Sea Port
in the Gulf of Thailand, while along the way, a new
economic corridor linking with the Pacific Ocean to the
Indian Ocean could become a reality. Indeed, Sri Lanka’s
Development of deep-sea ports will allow Sri Lanka to
benefit from trade with Dawei and other ports in
Southeast Asia.

Thailand is also engaging Asian partners through the
Asia Cooperation Dialogue - ACD - to develop this
vision. A "New Silk Route" would connect all comers of
Asia and beyond. Ultimately, enhanced connectivity
extends to Africa with whom we hope to create a
common development agenda. Thailand has started the
Thai-African initiative in which Thailand will host a high-
level dialogue with Africa in November this year.

So, I hope Sri Lanka will join us in this long-term
effort to connect Asia and beyond. This will help promote
peace and prosperity in our region and ensure that it
remains the engine of the global economy.

Hon. Members of Parliament, in closing, | would like
to express my appreciation for the warm hospitality
extended to me and the honour of addressing this
Parliament.

In the light of our rich past and our exciting present,
Thailand and Sri Lanka have opened a bright chapter for
the future. This modern partnership, based on shared
values and shared interests, will bring the best of friends
together for the peace and prosperity of our two nations
and our region as a whole.

It is a great honour to be here and to stand among the
friendly Hon. Members of Parliament.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)

Hon. Speaker, as the Leader of the House, | consider
it a privilege and a very significant event in my
Parliamentary career to be able to offer the Vote of
Thanks to Her Excellency Yingluck Shinawatra, the
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand following her
Address to Parliament.

Madam Prime Minister, an address by a foreign leader
is a rare occasion in Sri Lanka’s Parliamentary tradition.
In this regard, we are very proud that you are among
esteemed company. Former British Prime Minister, Rt.
Hon. Margaret Thatcher addressed this House in 1985.
The "lron Lady" as she was known to the world, the late
Madam Thatcher was the first foreign leader to address a
formal session in the history of our Parliament. After that,
it was your esteemed brother, His Excellency Thaksin
Shinawatra, the former Prime Minister of Thailand who
had such an opportunity. That was in 2003. It is indeed a
very significant coincidence and a great honour to the Sri
Lankan Parliament that Your Excellency has now
become the third world leader to address this House.

Madam Prime Minister, it is my understanding that
you hail from a family dedicated to public service and the
well-being of the Thai people. | am told that your father
was also a Member of Parliament with a proven track
record of public service. This makes you no stranger to
politics and Parliamentary traditions. Building on these
strong foundations, Madam Prime Minister, you have
reached the highest levels of political office in Thailand.
We, in Sri Lanka, admire your determination, political
courage and leadership that has been enormously
beneficial to the people of Thailand. You had the
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privilege to be the first Lady Prime Minister as well as the
youngest Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand.

Under your able leadership, Thailand is heading
towards the apex of development day by day, making the
optimum use of science and technology, and literacy. We
highly appreciate the steps taken under Your Excellency’s
leadership to uplift the quality of life of the people of
Thailand.

Madam Prime Minister, | wish to recall that during the
past three decades, women have rendered exceptional
leadership to the people of our region. Sri Lanka too can
boast of such exceptional leaders. The late Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, whom you mentioned in your speech,
became the world’s first female Prime Minister following
the assassination of her husband. Her Excellency
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga was the first
female President of Sri Lanka. These two ladies were
leaders of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, which |
represent. Madam Prime Minister, you have joined the
ranks of such outstanding women leaders from our region
that also include Prime Ministers Indira Gandhi, Benazir
Bhutto, Begum Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina.

Madam Prime Minister, the bilateral relations and the
closeness between Sri Lanka and Thailand stretch as far
back as the 5" Century AD. It is said that this fact has
been mentioned in a stone inscription found in central
Thailand.

History refers to the fact that when Buddhism in Sri
Lanka was deteriorating, Theravada Buddhism was re-
established in the country by Bhikkus who arrived here
from Thailand.

It is significant that Your Excellency’s visit to Sri
Lanka coincides with the 260th anniversary of the
establishment of the Siam Nikaya. We proudly refer to
this historical event as the second Mahindagamana, or the
second most important event in Buddhist history in the
country after the religion was introduced to Sri Lanka by
Arahat Mahinda in the 2nd century BC.

The cordial relationship between our two countries has
continued to grow through the centuries. The bilateral
agreements signed by our President, His Excellency
Mahinda Rajapaksa having met you in 2012, have
resulted in greater cooperation in the agriculture, fisheries
and education sectors. These developments are extremely
encouraging and would be an enormous source of
assistance as Sri Lanka moves forward. It is with pleasure
that we acknowledge Thailand as a vibrant partner in Sri
Lanka’s socio-economic and cultural development led by
the Government of His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa
which envisions making our country “The Wonder of
Asia”.

Madam Prime Minister, on this occasion, | wish to
recall with gratitude the cooperation and support extended
by Thailand to Sri Lanka at the United Nations Human
Rights Council in 2012 and 2013, having appreciated the
hardships our country has gone through facing terrorism
for the last three decades and the ongoing reconciliation
process. The cordial relationship which has existed
between our two countries for several centuries is further
strengthened by your visit to Sri Lanka and your address
to the people’s Representatives in this august Assembly.

It is, therefore, my great pleasure to thank you,
Madam Prime Minister, for your inspiring address to this
House. | have not the slightest doubt that under your able
leadership, the aspirations of the Thai people will be
fulfilled and the friendly relationship between our two
countries will grow from strength to strength.

May the blessings of the noble Triple Gem and the
sacred Tooth Relic be with you and the people of
Thailand!

Thank you.

DNed 8B.0E 8308 @
2 swyullesrg Amiser ComplelLiwiiiiy
SINHALA TRANSLATION OF THE SPEECH

@01 DOTNEDROB, BEHD e ©d BTICE Emdnp
OBBs § 000 wu@em gued 8EeOInd POTpHme ®»E
20e80ed Ondwd wWnB BZOO DEND PO ©EEe®sined
BWIBNBED ECH D B¢ 95 DOE ¥ §Bed8 a0 e BE®S.

@0 8eo@ren®wB, BodBw Gids nemwen gued ©8Ee®sInd
POy me BEO § cCrBwe 8EBedxn wdype ne 9 OE
2000 B. OO yyBed8 SO aDEd VIRBWO PO BEacD as
00 @RS 0. “wmb ML ece 8010086 B FJmoons
29@s ©0 ©gd mOE BB 1985 Dwedl 00O wEEed®xrnd
PO we OB C¢ and as 8By 9By RE B8Eed®sInD
Bu@imdensy ded 83:8 de @@sinme BE OO s 5NBMNd
O¥esy ¢ InBwdB. @Y v O¥ @DEMd & Jod VIRBwed
wewl¢swr O mBEsIned By gpoimsddiw § 8y
85050 9808, I, 2003 0wl ¢. endn OO0 E®® KT WD
0O emw BBe® DD AINBLO ¢ B® § Gr-Bw 8Ee®sInDd
080d8 w-8J3wn @O 9B evedde ¢ DxTery «.

®0T  a@@msnded, @Andwe ©wOn Olest Bemved
“mmded ©gIBIReD W 8 ewWdwd e § sYcBs A0 @ed
200d0e8. RInBwved Bwr mMBEHIm 0EEe@sined OxIFodewn
DRewWsY BB BHd et 8B 00 @B ¢nd, & Bw® Indae
edRmEmB v 8Ee@sin 8Oy agTBwns ezned. @R
8830 O 0md »ewds RN MBETBeE FVEO® odnEH
DEIWO €®1 s, mMBEBIBed S5O0 9Pwxn amBwexs §
RINBwed eldLmBBFDw, edwwEm E8w ¥ NE®HOB § C-m0ed
28 00ewdsy 20s HOTeny. VeuE® MBEHIBEE YOO aer@imsdde
COBI® EINCECHO K@i sDBw BB ¢ BIRBw ¥IVLOBID HDow.

Be0ed, mmedmed W wWedmded cud® dcw DY
DBEIne RINBwed wemFOw wlen 2emsy 25 w-didmed
Bdmossn 0 8w 08z 83. mB8cEsIn Sormded 8Dz 00©
ve 88 wew RINBwed WO wlorw @B Bwddwsy &8
02ewdsT grw HOTenE.



289 2013 @& 31 290

©O @@ BeB, vy e ¢a® BBID WCBED RE WIBIHIOSY
B8s5Y aved mEIed B0 BBWD B¢ NBBBOW 0® e®iewiens’
@ed 8860 mned. 905 ydedd msImn wemFOeE ® c¢®
#BOO § w00 ¢ yOOm. Bw D08 yovwed mmewsy amndd,
20:0m 00 852000 DeFENCENWE O BMe @0 YOO 2x@imsddwe
P00 o HDw. OO DB DEFLCTNE® BOICR® OBw
B G000 YOL Bwum S50nBeBOBs . 0O MImDT ecug @
Bewddmw w0 & cown Bewd sBved 8005 Pw. O
390 1n8ws, VARBur gved mEwed I8 § yr@imsdiwes’ D
953800 I8, eAZNBE Y, EAN® I Bw wy & w8x0 O
38068 52B805Y gm0 S0 B3R,

@01 @ep@s®wB, & D ©yw mMBEHIBG gnd <Osbddm
©emn By D8s veds Bwde ¢ H0® @m0 SDed. @@ DD OO
DBesned e oFdvrwm wewnsy WS @B A0 ¢ Bwed.

8 Cmed 0d9dhn® 83ewds DB @oodl mBsInewns?
218 Blygsy Dvsledcr § Com0 BE V0 JFO® yBELBH B
BE 90 9Bvned wews’ ed.

Bu® Bmos 889800 260 9B w-dFwdes ©00® ddndwsed
& om0 D800 8580 ©Bedd moiem. 0B OBTPodme, dews
@008 DO B.g. @B an disedd 88¢ v Cwnx’ dwsied S8BT
& G000 Qg cw® HwEIDr oY 1y eOCD PR BWIBeE ecB
DENF® Do 8 B8 s 0PY edBBm 8580 g8 wR®IcewsT
»esIOsTend.

g8 @00 @m0 @Y B Bwdd nemns §OFel dbdms B
. 2012 Dwel Rnde »Ed, gued dmded gBnc; ©8xle
Coesesrte OB B85Y arfesy nam ¢ O dddm B0y, B,
B3OS o gD ROE NE VIGO0 oy & a». e®® HYFOW
2808570 85 omomyd O and, § G0 yode mc 0dx BBe®
8ded BODwes 05 . gved 0O “erBwed eddSwn’ D0 @
BIO Bw PO moon eBnd; ©@8sY¢ dvsie O BndTed Suw 8T
ePenwdyy CEID & Ced ©®s b38m o  wdmaBnm
0-080meed e PYEHOEDR oCw gv MBETve BEosiesy
@ed®HBA.

®01 @@r@mndeB, vy Bu cam W YOIFeE PHE®DICEO
e 08z agu SO an B ¢dmdmy ww O B 008 sOAD
yBustsy HwdBw agoe 8z 2012 @ 2013 d8sdcEe dmfewst
SBVed @ B8O »PTucede mBesinwe d85Y § Com0d 0dn
¢BOD B¢ wVewdOw v 8w 0O 3DedGedE manwm YOO Bfwsl
RBEOO O® @ TenS.

@01 @9Osndrd, IRBwsed & G wdide ©wy o8O
cBedn0 wedd RIS B8 Loy Bewldnws? ¢ @80 98sY
25 @00 amd @n D88 HenrNDR 8O 50D EOD & YBe BOITTVmDWD
5000 @B mOn CIB.

v eudsl, i e RBwud, IRBw s &5 VIOMES
23857 000 ©wD OBO ©O QPuE 8BRwH. VIRdBwsed @o
NEDHOD @Oen mB smmded aBCiersy 9QPE) ;B OIS, &
©¢00 gm0 BpTdwe »D »OY aFBOND DdAme Dry #B DI ©O
BB e 050D,

BOD ofmed v ¢ge wBcried ewmB8Dicw RINBWI MBETD
BEr5000 1edDo!

$958.

Wed ot®g¢ s808mme
2 swyuilesrg Sl ComNEl LWy
TAMIL TRANSLATION OF THE SPEECH

2_enyullesg) SLllprdsid

Qaerreu FuTHTWST euiaGar, sTiiVTHE Lrgw ewwisi Cuss
(Hpod)  ulsrevd aflaTeudbrrT Seuiser UTTTEHLETDSSD HMlw
QFThHEuTflensus CHTLThgH BTET BOTHIW DT BlHPSHIMSWET FewL
Yoveur stetTm Flulled, sTerg) LTTTEBLOGTD surpallesr W% WHaWSHGIeuLD
uTiiihg Blapaurseyd Anliyflepwwrseah &mgisEner.

wrenryll@ LT Jeowdsi euisGear, @)somienaullsst LTTTEhLsTH
wriled Qeusflpri B seweveui omeuflssr QarmGuryley HAwESTH
Blapeour@. starGeu, peTLHIILS GTw Y BHE GWTOI SHTHISEHLD
PmaurTs  @mUussulll B BroissT sed GumLlSwenL EearGmmid.
198590 e Ufggsreflwralsr werarmsr rsw  Sjenwdai
wretyllg wrislr’  sLET  euiser  @dFsemuull)  QFTHE LT
surmmlestmic. @) HbLdF FIOTL 1 6TaT 2 V&S G M (WPHWTH W HTeVEH6lFeITD
SBHg S FT SeuTHeT 6TLDFHI UTTTEHLOSTDH UTOTHMIIT (LpewDFTT
L L GRsTLT gerrley Gerh GQurflaurpBlu ygoreug GeuslBr B
SHEWVUT DLUTT. 9|6 LITesrT, (pedTammeir HTiievTHg LITGD (ewLdaHLb
smisefler merwglliysgfw F@srsrmwrear CGusdg ssaflar aflareusrm
IUTHEHBSH I SSMHW
Cuetewiogmidl  Sruiger @bss Feouulled) 2 edrTHOID CLPSTHTEIZ
2 V&S SMVNTTEHS Fapaugl GO S5585 @m Blspeyhd (ReBiengsL
UTTTEBLSTNSSDGHd HewL_ds (M CBaTTalpLOTE@LD.

sumiaiy 20039y oyenTiged S iquwig).

wrenryllg s gewwdsi  euirsGer, STilLTHE  dderleT
Qurgs Gewauds@ld HVCSTTIDLIEGHD Sdeww YTliLenilss @b
GODUSHYD @) BhSHI UBHLEUT STHIGST 6Tewr Bredsr HMIGeuet. Hmiseflsir
spewgswri CQurgls Gremeauuils BlepUlsasiul L L S USlesHemerd
QFiigh @ UTTTEH WeTH 2 MILLNSTT 6TeT 6TadTdGd GClFTLe LI L g
B)SRTTV FTHIGET HTrdlwed WHMID LUTTTEHLSTD FIOLNTSTWIBISEHS G
YBlweum svevi. @)ILIOTer S5HeuTTdhSleTils STIOTHE T Byrdluisd
FLgetr 2 wi wl L gews BHIGET WL B (HSH T TH6T. STIOTHSHI
W&hHEHHEG L0e BeTew efldh@Gh shiseflsr weremis), rdwesd giewiley
sTaTUIMEDD @)VBIsnaWITHaTTSE W BT LTTTLBHSEDb. Smiiievmhbglesr
Yo  Quenr Lrgwrrsen e  @erd  Argwrrseh  (@)HdE@G0
Anciyfllepwenw  Friser  Qupmistalissr. snigseaflsst  Fmewiowmer
SHMVMISGIUGHT  HLp, LHmId
svallwplenay 2 F& erey LWSTURSSH, BTEHSSGBHTT LialBHHulsst
2 FFHems CBrehs HTiievThg BT CFeTn CO%TaTIY (HBHMGI. STUIOTHEH

allghEpTevTid, Qs riflsvmIL Lib

&EHETST UTHEMBESSTHMS 2 WTSSHausNE GeTeninsnidkl &nisersr
SWVDSSHIUSHSTHELD TOHBLI UL L BLAUIGHDEHEMET BITLD  LOlGeyLD
urgr’ (HsGmrid.

wrenryll@g Wrgw ewwisr euisGer, sringl Lrmhslu 10dsEnsd
FHLbg CPSTM| SFTLISHISTNG6V, CLITHATTY UPBISLILIL L 2 _63T68HLOTET
SDVMSSHIUGMS BT Blewerayl L allHoLSlarGmeir. @)evmiendi|h
S EEE
Q& reremevmid. St SlHogl ABITGeur LSSTL TIBTWSS eUTSH6T HTdH

sellFfply  aurihs  soevauirsmeriunm  Cu@wLSh
sewreuilet LBCHTMVEGL Nestari 2 _sdler wpHeomeug Glussr Lilrsio
SOWFFTTITT. CHE FhHMNSHT LT TTBTUISS GLTTSHIBIS HjeuTdhsT
@ evsienguilsr poHeomeug GuesT meTTduglmeuri. @suailm GlLsvTLoaf)
s@pld  Brer UrdBSsseuiu®ssin wf nisT SHSrs S dulst
SWVUTHNTH @) hhgerT. Lrsw ewwdsi euisGar, BHIsEHOInL
@prrarhg), Querredi L CLr, Guasd srTellgT afwr, Glagiids anderm
Gumrettm Ursw  ewwdsFisener o srer_dsalw  erwgl  LrThHdwssler
Sesfidgieu 105a CLIGHT HWVTHETSHI STSHSB0 @) swenThbsTal Taer.

LoTeTLLE) & Urgw
STUIOTHEZISG0 @ewLulleorer @ BSTILiiy 2 meysend CbmEswpd &Ll
Sou0 BrHmTEN(H euedr Ueny euTiihsemeu. @euallwid HHuw
STUIVTHFVI6Tem QL_mesrpiled
S pUUBSaTngl. @evmemnsuilsy CuaTss WS BedleusnL bgi6sTeaTiy (Hhbd

SewwFFT  euisGer, (O EXAEIT

ENORS GO ILC DeTaTsTaHd
Geusweruilsv, srileThgsledhhgl @)m@ eubs LeGsarTed Casreaurs QUeTss
Fowd BTETGSOUL L STE UTOTN FnMIBSTDSI.  (3)6VBINSHSS T6T
suisergl ellgwid Huwrd plEsrw srilssiu L ger 26090  oyeuT®H)
Blewpayer  mpnGs  emweugl  ADLILHESESTELD. BT @) gHemesr
G\TENTLTOUG|  LBBEHLOT VDG FH.(1p. 294D BHIDHDTEITIGD Y TdHd
walBgsallarrs) @evniensdd @bwsh HPPsl UBGSSOILL L GeT LNesreTi
BTl iger Guergg sureorHmled @)L QUMD OSpSEWLTET aureOTHMIF
Anliyflés BlaspauTsds &mgagls GumenwwenL_sGmmid.

6TLOG) [OIG] BT(HEEHS GLlewL_uilevTesr BLLDeUTETS] LIV
BIODTETQ&HNTSS CSTLThHSID eueTTFFwenL_Hgl BHSSTMSI. 6TLOG]
oeomdug Guse wadlhs rrmusa Seuisdar 2012@0  shismerd
FHF55 UnGgG wsFFTHSI L. @ BHSTLILY 2 L 6TLIG&HEBET aileuFTuib,
SLOEMTL  whHmib  Halls  siwpseflsy uTflw  PSSIDPLILSSE
aufIGsredlufl (hdledTmest. QFsvalsTn
sTrenSSlearTed @)hs I LNal(hSSH6T GHS 2MESHLD &(HLIEHEUILTHSLD
urflw 2_galwrsea|b @) HHELW. sTwgl Briigener Fwrallsr oydsflwwres
wrHmib  CQsTewe@rrEdley  CugE wanlbs TTRMUIEG  euiTseflsT

Qevminswrers (e GarmlF



291 208Ee®sInd 292

[0ct BOE 88w ¢ 8BS0 @wmo]

YTFTBISSSlST  Fewevenoullerer  @evmienasuller  Feps,  GUTHETTSTT
whmib serEry UlelmsSluller sugliyllg uBIGTOTITST STIOTHII
T HEEG BT WA PpFFuL_esT Besry O ailsalsTGmmid.

wresryll@ rs Sewwdsi euisGer, &HLbg cpsdtm  HFTLS
SHTOBIGNTHL LILBIGTITSSS5I5G PHBICSTHSS Twgl BTH sniuaiss
SWTSSewers  HBHSSIDOSTEM®H, BewLGUHM U  BeedlewTd%
QFwsitpewpuilenest Qwidl mabdlw BrHssT wesfls o Mewiors Curemeuuisy
2012 wpmin 20139y yamhasafllsy @VBemnsdsE STUIOTHS LB
ssimpliflearun o golulleweruh Brer @FFbsiliusslsd BermlujLesr
Bleneseygn i ail®ibL#leTEmeir.

wresTyllg rsw s euisGear, @eVBINESE BHTHIST
CunesrenTBsiter ailmuwid srrewrorsan @)bs FAw FepLuls) LdHH6T
Ulrglpldlaser wpsiresfllensoullsy grmigser ummlu 2 enrulledst &TrewILoTHe) D
U BIHDTTHEHTTS 6Twghl @) BrHsEhdhslen_ullsy Blevaiamalsrn
ACerasyiou  Qariiysst CeTGua)d  augiauswL hgisTarer. @)bsF
Fepuulled HTHIGET YDHPIW 2 DFTHAPL_HID 2_DIEHETS HBIGEHHES BT
Qsfalliiugley Brer Wes wHPFS wenL HCMedT. FHIGHTSH HmewLow e
BMVMSSHIUSHHTHELD STUIOTHE L0dhB6TH S LNVTemaGH6T BlewnEeubHmrs
u@eugIL 6T, 6Twg @M BTOHERSEGUwLulleorer B L GlsTGogD
QUIUSHL_UD  STHTLZID  eTawldh@ — AMlgearCGousyid  FhGsHsH L0l Vsmev.
SBISERBGD  STUIOTHS — WEEHEHBGL  (plbwenlseflargin el
SHSSHH TSI YFFET SlewL_& @G LTS,

Besrml.

@G, O8E Bpd&w Bwm

20EDHS)

(oreirLyfl@ rewflsL allsHrwdnis - sTETEsL & WHevaurT)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the

Opposition)

Hon. Speaker, our two countries have a unique
relationship based on trade, rice cultivation and
Theravada Buddhism. Today, we are privileged to have
Madam  Prime Minister here when we are
commemorating the 260" Anniversary of the Restoration
of the Upasampada in Sri Lanka by the Lankawamsa
Sangha from Thailand. It was actually completing a
circle. It was from Sri Lanka, from Polonnaruwa, that
Theravada Buddhism travelled to the City of Nakhon, Sri
Thammarat, which in Pali we know as Negara Sri
Dharmaraja. In recognition of it today, the UNESCO
has declared your famous temple “Wat Mahadhatu”
which we know in Pali as Wara Maha Vihara as one of
its heritage projects. The architecture there is similar to
that of Polonnaruwa and the Bo sapling again was
brought from Anuradhapura sacred Bo-Tree. From there,
it was taken to the Kingdom of Sukhothai where King
Rama himself got down the Sangha from Sri Lanka and
moreso, a lot of craftsmen from Gampola, the electorate
of our Prime Minister. They settled there and they took
the Sri Lankan architecture including the Sacred Footprint
of Lord Buddha. I am fair to Ayutthaya; not only to
Ayutthaya, to Northern Thailand to the Lanna Kingdom
from which Madam Prime Minister is today representing.
It is from there that Reverend Upali came to Sri Lanka.
But, we have to remember in the 19" Century, the revival
of Buddhism in Sri Lanka was strengthened by King
Rama V who promoted Buddhism at the peak of
colonialism and it was he, together with Anagarika
Dharmapala, who was responsible for the restoration of
Mahabodbhi in India.

(Boida odded

The Waskaduwa Temple today in Kalutara bears
testimony to the correspondence and the relationship that
existed between the Monarchy of Thailand and the
Buddhist Sangha at that time. "Deepaduttaramaya"
which  Madam Prime Minister is visiting which was
visited by King Ananda Mahidol, is also remembered,
and we still regard His Majesty the King as the only
living Buddhist Monarch of Theravada Buddhism and we
all revere him and wish him long life to continue in that
position .

But, our friendship is not only based on religion, we
were a part of the Silk Route of the sea. Sri Lanka’s
strategic locations, the great Ports of Mantai and
Trincomalee, and the Isthmus of Kra enabled trade to be
carried from the Indian Ocean to the Bay of Bengal.
Today, around us are over two and a half billion people.
We can make a market of our own: South East Asia and
South Asia, maybe more. This great joint project that
Myanmar and Thailand has undertaken would open up for
connectivity from the Indian Ocean to the Pacific without
having to get jammed in the Strait of Malacca. We
represent the other end of it. The great Port of
Trincomalee would be a beneficiary of this new
arrangement that is being made and we should be a
partner in this exercise.

But, we are also unique in another way, Madam Prime
Minister. We are the only two Theravada Buddhist
democracies in the world. | must thank you for your
advocacy of populist democracy. Your brother, the Hon.
Dr. Thaksin Shinawatra, came here and | had the
privilege of inviting him and hosting him as Prime
Minister. But, the vicissitudes of politics are such that
neither of us are no longer Prime Ministers. | have the
opportunity of going before the people and asking for re-
election because the people in any country can elect us to
office, throw us out of office, throw us out of Parliament.
They never throw us out of the country because
democracy is not merely one of elections but the rights
and liberties of the people, and the rights and liberties of
the people to decide who they want and who should be in
Parliament.

Therefore, 1 know the struggles that you and your
brother, who we fondly remember, have had in respect of
democracy. We respect you for that. You have engineered
the art of how to form parties when parties are dissolved
which has now become in itself another factor in politics.
Nevertheless, democracy and the people's will have to
prevail throughout the world. So, | agree with you,
Madam Prime Minister, when you say that democracy is
not an internal affair of any country. And, we ourselves
have to hold together to see in the whole world that
democracy prevails.

In that way, we respect you and what you are doing
for democracy. We hope this visit of yours - and it is a
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unique occasion that the two Prime Ministers who have
come here have been brother and sister - in this unique
occasion will lead to closer ties between our two
countries.

I wish you all the best, Madam Prime Minister, in
your career, and | have the pleasure in seconding the
Motion which has been presented by the Leader of the
House in thanking you for addressing us.
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(FUTBTWST Sy6uiTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Thank you, Hon. Leader of the Opposition. Now, |
wish to invite all the distinguished guests for refreshments
at the Members' Dining Room immediately after the
Adjournment of the House.

Thank you.
DCD®
phHemauiiy]
ADJOURNMENT
@0 BOE B8 ¢ BT @wmo

(oresryfl@ Blwsv Anlursy & Asveurr)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 3.20
Tuesday,04th June, 2013.

p.m. until  1.00 p.m. on
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