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asked the Minister of State Resources and Enterprise
Development:

(@)  Will he state -

() the number of estates managed by the Sri
Lanka State Plantations Corporation; and

(if) separately, the number of employees
working in each of the aforesaid estates?
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(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) of the amount of money that should be
credited to the Employees Provident Fund
per month on behalf of the aforesaid
employees;

(i) of the amount of money that has hitherto
been credited to the Employees Provident
Fund accordingly;

(iii) separately, of the amount of money in
arrears that should be paid on behalf of each
of the aforesaid estates, if money has not
been credited to the aforesaid Provident
Fund regularly;

(iv) of the total amount of money in arrears;

(v) of the purpose for which the aforesaid
amount of money that has fallen into arrears
has been utilized; and

(vi) of the date on which the arrears will be
settled ?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Higher Education:

(a)  Ishe aware that the President has pledged that-

(M)

(i)

the Medical Faculty of Rajarata University,
which started on 11-09-2006 would be
developed; and

the students of the Medical Faculty of
Rajarata University would also be granted
internship opportunities along with the
2005-2006 batches of the other Medical
Faculties?

(b)  Will he state-

(M

(ii)

(iit)

(iv)

V)

whether facilities available at other Medical
Faculties have adequately been provided to
the Medical Faculty of the Rajarata
University too;

whether all the facilities including the
buildings required for Clinical Training
conducted by Professors have been
established in the Medical Faculty of the
Rajarata University ;

the number of students that were to receive
Clinical Training conducted by Professors
in May 2011;

whether they have commenced the
aforesaid training by now; and

if not, the period of time required to provide
the students with the aforesaid training ?

(¢) Ifnot, why ?
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asked the Minister of Transport:
(a)  Will he state -

(i) whether there is a project to construct a
railway line from Matara to Beliatta;

(it)  if so, the total length of that railway;

(iii)  the institution to which the tender relevant
to the aforesaid construction has been
awarded ; and

(iv) the basis on which the aforesaid company
was selected ?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the total amount expected to be spent on the
project to construct Matara-Beliatta
railway;

(i) whether an agreement has been signed with
the Government of China to obtain a loan
for the aforesaid project; and

(iii) if so, of the interest rate, pay back period
and the number of installments of the
aforesaid loan ?

(¢) Ifnot, why ?
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(@) @TCeb, sysir?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning :

(a)  Ishe aware that -
(i) the provisions of the Public Administration
Circular No. 44/90 dated 18th October
1990 have been made applicable to the
employees of the People’ s Bank with
effect from 7 June 1996;

(i) Bank of Ceylon and National Savings Bank
have not made that Circular applicable to
their employees;

(iii)) the Public  Administration Circular

No0.44/90 implemented for a special
requirement of the Public Service, was
cancelled on 23™ December 1996; and

(iv) despite the fact mentioned in (iii) above, the
pension scheme implemented by the

People’ s Bank based on the Public

Administration Circular No. 44/90, is
maintained by that Bank up to now?
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(b) Will he state whether the pension scheme that

existed prior to 7™ June 1996 will be implemented

again for the employees of the People’ s Bank,
with effect from the date on which the Public
44/90 was

Administration  Circular  No.

cancelled ?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:

(a) Will he state the number of persons waiting for
heart surgery to be done in the National Hospital
in Colombo to date?

(b)  Will he also state whether the number of heart
surgeries done in the aforesaid hospital for a day
can be increased if an additional Intensive Care
Unit is provided?

(c)  Will he take steps to have an additional Intensive
Care Unit in the aforesaid hospital?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport:
(a)  Will he submit to this House -

(i) the length of the railway line which is being
renovated from Galle to Matara; and

(if) the basis of selection of the company to
which the project of renovating the
aforesaid railway line has been assigned ?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the persons who are entitled to the
ownership of the old rails which have been
removed according to the agreements of the
aforesaid project;

(i)  whether the removed rails were sold;

(iii) if so, the persons who purchased the
aforesaid rails; and

(iv) the price at which the rails were sold and
the total amount of money received from
the sale ?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

®6 DOIC @DEO® Owmo

(orerLyfl@ @Lrr QeusvasLo)

(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

OO DONIWROB, OO O® yE»wO BT wwen*
DO 0.

* swedus @» »d> 3¢ 8EDO:
* FLm LS8N0 eweudsLi L aflswr

* Answer tabled:

(@ @ 43KM

(i) ©®® (&8s Bow eEFDBwW BBe® DrowaBw wod &
B ©&0® 090 07 C1AIED BBNTeB 8w B
Ao OS85 95idwimy elewmis’ edn WO (¢
odGosf ampa.

(&) i) ©o v 2ECBD o ewilined®sind ednw. (ii),

(ii) 0 (iv) ese0 BERS o ¢ed.

O DsowaBersi® @O WOT) C1a) PO VBN EBNODY
gm0 SRSF/6907 woe o8F 88 1,350 wewo
OIS WEDr . O® eO5INCw woer @& 0=
wewo O 73500 om el g wdmd o
51,051,262.5020 nedemi e®FRS euvecedd gom 09
3. 8 8D Bric BEDE m@08T w» gwed Se
@ensy gL OWAE eOBIRY amy® 18w wews @83y
0 .

(@) @cE ovned.

oG 9B E velemnsB v

(oressrfl@ Fesflsd ambgieTClesrsS))

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

@O0 ®OIBNEDROB, OIn@ed gdwde §BO ©©
Bomrds, ot 0B emdwd ¢BH0 e¢sIs) ¥odsl »H®
@wed Beo.

®6 OIC @DEO® w0

(woresTyfl@ Gwrr Gleusissin)

(The Hon. Kumara Welgama)

00 file oz YOO, @ A6 WWIOD WO Besr VDD
O® DE 00 BwsIm.

®C 08 S €05NB% VDm0

(oressryfl@ rafl SmesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

DOBNWBDR s

(FUTBTST Sjsuiaser)

(Mr. Speaker)

BPIOD WOD B¢ DB Dev® ¢ BHOWE MW
Dywe y@». There is a point of Order being raised.
et ydmrya?

MG 68 O BNGBE DV

(oressTyfl@ rall SmesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

©0 DOENEDROB, yadm 90T v Beamd. yadm
907 gadm 3708 ¢5¥nd 8 Bedmtery. e® Bwe e
Omn WO »OB gw V1w 9e8ur mosTer’. gw DiwmO
sded 0B nFFDeE ©® EEe®sIned ¢ ©OEs
Bedstery 18?7 e®@m »w3® ¢8FBnE. EEedxined 98
©O50 @@m ewIg BB YEH® HBOO vy cHJ 280 -a8
©® gu» »© yA»E®OO- 8w 65,000 856 wmdo.

D536 2O

(FUTBTLIST HjouiTdeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

S0 BEnow e¢stm yoony.

©0 Lesvd endidn Swm

(rewrLfl@ HCesrey @ svmTeumHeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

28 8BEnoi e 2e® mOgn mienm wmd. OO
DOIBNBDROB, ©wONI  yE»OEO BwsE 65,000z
020008, §8reE ey 60 Snd W, emIcRT; OB
WOBIB). @@ame, 8150 Dred yEmew gvsiesy. »Es o®
ed  ©Esr  Ydm 8Bed®xined  @yed  onwr.
DYHJedsT O e® mdenn Bumrd. [P BIOH] vywy,
D OB o5 5T O mOTTesy. 80 vEe DRSO Ay
e BesIn. Y@ omd ®OIm Bweeo 28 eCR8ns ™o
BedmryDr. @@1m500:@0E BECsT 0® em0n0; ©¥IBsIH
@B Ay 00 WO EwENGD OGRS #BEE Bwsrdo,
0@ list mE® yd@»BO ¢S B BeEe. 0wl 08w
OBn®ed yEmemO BEno wuwsimy cWe 40 Buo.
OmORC OWB) WOBID @88 WBHS H&ISZ Bso.



1065 208Ee®5nd 1066

[061 Eorted @endERsy @wmn)

e0m guctRerlc Bwcos a8 mEBsN WO e®ime
0® et BeCEE ©wInm 0. COPE 90 89,
PAC 920 950, 0:88m g@me®sin, D:88m Dolm o®
AFem® Bewdl el Bm® type m0 ©150 Ded y@dm
ansIn Seo.

DOIBNWBDR

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

ewecd. & ydm 8Eacd Parliamentary Business
Committee oo womddh »6 BwE® ewd & o
Bomw 03 3OO,

MG 08 S BNBE DWD0

(orenTfl@ rall &@HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

e® o By Bw 0 e® mdens Besis) w@188.
©0T BOE 83E ¢ BED OBn®i, 00 Corid neadidm
OB Duved @rImy O ©81¢d EZNEDE, ey
W B0 O WO Y&D v T B A
Bl ol @nm Bw 0535 ¢D@sa.

DOIBNWB DR Do

(FuTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

S 985 »®@ vBvemO® BHeam a8Bwexw. ydm
guimyy e8Bw Bedmdr. @ s ydm g @m0
03080 & 91> DE BN S DEBID.

Sewd O0ywe y@Emws Bedmd. od a8 mSc
®®mo.

DOYesE & B B B¢ BBe® Bewes

888 RB®
Aptiyfleno: 2 _enywmHmisusm @Ld
alleur g @ upser 2_flewio
ot L epio
PRIVILEGE : DEPRIVATION OF FREEDOM OF
SPEECH AND DEBATE

@G ¢85 m®26 Swmo

(orarfle ojedl Gory)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)

OO0 ®ONGHROB, 8Bedxn OxIfddewn ecH
DBW ©BY T BBe® Bevne 88 BBe®sY § OJy®Ie
cCeamw 38 BEcdA.

©® Doy Y@@ 988u WO @dews P &8O o
0 RSO  FBOT® DD, ®O WD TNEHDROSE,
Sedvewsi® ©y Bwo »»Eede YhnsInDd  KHBm
wstmed O5F0cewn S8wdO @ Yy ¢u¥ g gBO
8em® ®S 00D 6 WCBCEO 0om & S8BT yLmsIy
BB BBTNDeE D EFENDO BNBBHRDVH, Seved YL
8900w mn®0s 2012.11.08 8 88 ecmx 9288uss meo.

053 O BBwuBsY @ 9 830l 05900®@38 12, 14, 16 o
2o noosy I o gu O 8w e ® VO WICW
005 WO e ecwnd. ton EBews’ @ 9EE 83ed
0 W ¢DEedE & WOTD Yye mo» O Bbs
0T VewsY @ HO W WOBIH gDED A @¢5 eEeLi.

Y530 S I fAaIcH 206D
208Ee®@sIn wwr vdwed eEdm Bvenn gn g 9© 88w
oy WO O BYem. DuWeed D wBwWwmHED
@18 BBwd B8O oGs 9n® gma m0 83w, 0 eDE®
G 200 Boemw me O, @ HO 00 e Smw DuFs
965 DECEeE eEHO DY Ovmnensy OOHsY eE®H.
& a0 @ dn®iens’ ¢lds S» B®wm 83 80 ¥Y Y@
BE, @O 8 OB AYO WS WOBTH Bwo. & amd 090
25 2O @ 00 wOITVewsY ¥y 8O On® YEe »E,
2012.11.12 8» Br»d Bdesm mEem @ wew 005y ®»J
B 0. & axmd 1205 85 D wewo @ ©em® §ewo.
120 8 ® cod 95D ©8Ee®@xnedsy S0y 8O
GOm0, ed 5O e »E® 08 eFaved Beadn ID.
G @ ¢ 8Be®sInd0 B ©wds MO VO
@m0l 0 eCE»ORBrevsy B8y ®O ®GD BeRsies?
Bwede Bwo. O8O 8w yma mEd, cod A g7 »3w™
08 eCImed dod »H® BYeme, woorddn N
eComers’ ®ed H® b WS B AD. & DO w1 BESO
00 3 50O eCIB @¢m OO BWIOH* WK,

o8 §F 290 eCamved ©O Brnd Bdur 0z »J
Bedmdn. & 50 & & gddhed Geiwmed 83 Bewdess
0D 0 BRens’ 88 ydmwes W Ooywe yamw@H
eCRH MHPD, ®od ©DED W BVD eFnd BOC
B EDST.

O Y@ WE, 9@ WO e Dueed YL
800w B dn@ieos’ BOwm ecs. & amd
Boeed gy  w8emn®ensy 120 8» %@
eCovers’ ®od »H® b RIOD e¥nd BOED). On®d
y@ O 83w, YLlmsInDed SBm D ed
0EDROed O dedddw 988us me 85 Pod »H®
R0 e DO. 80 DBOEST @ ¢ OO YT
SBm wsimed mHemR@ @ O e @8 1005 &
WOOO DRI A ¢ DD Yo »E 0. HY O OB
an)® 20w W0 By © WD wews eENO®E 1005 ¢
e 9Fcedw i Jowsl ©wEEE dnd® ®od
BBwdr Bwdr oA 20. & owoedd 0dns 0500@28 190
¢ 85w 00 e »O, & 2O Durle w-8wm ®IEwWEWO
o9l @ eCE®® ®BWEWO an® & Ood m»H® & A3w gna.
@00 @a8 100 ¢ =8m 0@ oFamwe ® wwinm*
DO,

08 Ood »® wewsy 8 »w. ©O BDDNEBROA, o®
a0 5 EE8 vy Bw MEW RE S BYRE evieed
8 @98 weoced @ ¢l edrmem ©nw amd o®
208Ee®@sned 0 m& RIS 9w I 800 m»C®
5T wdmw B D, VeTHEOS GmsIndogw

* galmmced nds .
* preofleweviiggle) e BLILIL. (HEITENS).
* Placed in the Library.



1067 2012 @2%0®a8 15 1068

0000y adeE WM Bwm gs SEed®sined &
OBOCO D WO 9l ©08® B wwon
D00, 0® 0¥neds’ YLhrIHDd KBm wsImw
Bewldmw 8z o8 o § @x350cwn D5 © »0 ®ed
S5y000 DORO® 9g BBe® & dduneg DWdS @B B
Bedmrdr. e ondsl ©® W&oz’ v e®® ©d
000053 9 830y EEe®@nsin OGO cwen e ©O
B  Soymded alBe  goFw WO e ecnd.
Bedversi® oy Gw mced & m B3OS, »E »mIe®
BDcDEO 928w SO0, & wewn § @dEds’ ®enrNdn
®0 88 mom 1.

OO ®ONEDROB, & Bwr @ 90 83D, 2013 aw
D1 BERg owg dced & 928 mm ©0 gcwd OO
W 0053 WO e ecws, 2013 gw Diw dm wwo
2DE0ed @ ol mom» Ow Bbswsy 88D acwdd
OO0 wmEw 0057 WS ecm ecwd, BB NED
dedB®DEe ontmn Biew w@®ITVewsy & OO owd
ewddzn acndl 928ur BHBRO BB edmnws ©0B
BT & wew @DED Ch e¢d) eCHS, D BE MIe®
ewddsn @e8uy BBed® addr Gnd 8Eed®xn
OBIBOSwmO BO DDy G e¢m eCH.

ed® 0® »IDe HIEBECO evm ¢ &» 8O
Bueed €S0l OFOcen e mOYn S8 ded
¥acw wl8a w1 ©® Jed 8&Hm wxBed “mmeded
3BBE®O Omedsl, PTed adocw ©DHedsy
Seodvewsi® 0® g9F wed & 8dm ©8mwmo we afn
Bo0sted cn® adPen 9g BBO wewo § DoR® 9f BB®
e00edsY & geder WO gnd, & wewr ¢dEd o
@D ER®H @ 0190DewsY 9EE B ©@DeWI® BHBE.

DOIBNWB DR Do

(euTBTWST Sj6uTEHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

©¢8. OBOGBIO Beadm ¢dEd Cab 8w ynd. ©®
& 01 D, S DY WS, @S WOYR WOBIHO.

®0 Lesvd enddm dwnmo

(oreryflg HBewreig @ enrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DOIBNBDROB, ® aduE%ed oo &8 ©c
OEn® »OxY S0dR vved HDdm OFOCew O
g @ S Be5roo.

On@ed edamEmws OB god OWHmO BIDL.
Y 08B0 ned 10 OVFOIBRO D1eHr® Bdagw D
2w O BDcedd W BBEOO Beadm adEdd R 5%
83500 50 I 9m® geaderwn DD ® YR WOBo.
500w v® vewemO ¢B88 »H® & sved dmw wdeny
»Ogn WO® gdEG Beamd. »Py & sWeecwsy 9oy
Pen® g8 8oy Aoy, F SDudBm 0w, 9853 @® mden
@¢® amPd, O WOINBHR® & OBIEn®ed 9EE® o
Bowmew o @¢D 5@ g8 9m® gow I .

@G eSdst gOCn® Owmo

(oressrfl @ Geomeir SLOTgIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

OO DDONI®ROB, & wZIGY OO ©F a8 WSS
OEn® 9133 9 awde »IFOL O, HYY O
a0 Bwiznwm OEn® ©0 Euedst oewvsind,
OO ed svewrs’ O®0 Emwns, e®DDS WIS

DD DO & Beadmdr BwEr. dovw® ¢wim Emw O
90 oo IO, 00 Bedm eB8Be e@mmle OO
B WO W ¢! I8 ®H©YWm BTG,
B35y 00 e®eH® MO Wi D& & vvewsy ¢isy
DR, HDBD DO Dd) DI J 9EER D O
30 0@ 0wl WO POOH. HFHO On® ged
BT BO NECTID By, 2ol dWns SHBm Be »eFENB®O
On eDID .

D532 O

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTdH6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

se oemesy 80 O WO ©f OFOGTed
288w ® E @¢sIn®.

®©G; OBE Spd8w Owmo

2B &)

(revr @ remfley alldslrwdnis - sTdlidbaEL 6 LpgHeeurr)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the

Opposition)

OO DOIBNEDROB, 8GR vWBWD 1R DIECCWST
a8 O ©¢dm 0 BwBe® DDiwds, oD ¥
3D W 00 ®C Bedmdr. ORews’ WIE®E
Cedstesy m0m wwy gdEedd. ecdm 00 Bwided®
B¢ @DEdrede 0® OFOSEHOL DD ecsim
yodsY 08¢ Bum ydme Bedmd. & gnd Dosved
Beadn ydn sws nm D5 Ows Sdm swlewsd, ec®g
5B BBTBWBO 8 YL BIHDE B ©BTNDWO WIEB
005Y 6 8@ Bedmdr. & »eFENB® NeWOGTTensT 1
053D YOO e & WIC® 05T mOsTeny Bwo.

(B5dd  sbeoed

80 2®m0D, Bods D ©WIedE W® EWBNO® WG
WOBIB gD 0D D @I YOOBT B a8 BODI. ©®»J
200 @@ O WO B P & Deds WSW
89008 m WOBIH) YOOTY. VO 0@ ®»W WI™ D8
Yol Dods O wxredd MmO MOBID DT
00,

OO DONIDROB, & Ded® od amd W0
260506 m OEROi 0® w@adsIDewsy m me. & E®
05T WS RO 8OITIVewSY ymBIH 5HBm TR W
aneg “Smmn 8PP eudfer e0m® vewE v Swd Fuwo
DO ROy, 9B O RIP®O Bwsler? & sFsed
DHRHB® T, e@n® IFHE D WO OB
Boemws oty B8, & »eadthwed® &mmo S8=A
eudfeed OTFOC 0 g sBedE ONFHOS o a8
es¥esY B D DReGHI® 8ONC OIFOC WD WO
. 360 ¢cE OE® Bmed Dobmed 88O
B0 Om ¢DuBOs 0® ©d 8¥ed B WO BIBD.

@85 © ¢iery By, e BB 9 Swd
9sYesy Bweco. 88 0@mde mEs 00y mosIesy, O
a8s¥ery oI O.

©6 Lesvd endidr Swm
(wrewrfl@ HCesrey @ evnTeumHeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
RO, 08 dnered 8w 9w5IYDo.



1069 208Ee®5nd 1070

@6 OB E Bn@8ow Dwmo

(wressryfl@ remfley allsHrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

RD. O® ¢, OO ¢TI, ¢y EOR® IEHHD, ©O
coOOSTD. [0 BBOS] 00 DONEW™ROB, @»
Dnewsi® a8 dmn e0E) @O «® BB mdod ¢,
28Be0ned m eI OBIBOSW H13w. @wag Gt
OHVEH® Im-

DOIBNWBDR

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

00 8BS wesleom B OsIEn@ied e e@imnte?

oG 9B 3 veTemnsB v

(orerll@ Fefled anbasTClaTsS)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

O BONEDROE, ©® 0® BEAcO g’ amd
2006 m OEn@ensy & o1 8@ 83w. e5%201®a8 10
@A 25 e@n®0 Emw 05y S & Beadm D B39O am®
g Beamdn. & 88w g8 wwinn »OmmO. & ded® 12 O
2o @8y OIC OFTEN®0O e 0Dy me O Due
80080wm BBEewRsY gBd B OTIMO 1P ew, 0O
10 & 8» m» esnme Bwo. 12 O 8 qud 005t me
@DE1® SO Brnd 30 BAgen. O ®»D e
B & 000D geent Buwo. gmsind Bm wsiidmwd
gs O 8OO WG HOBID By 0DED &5 o™
goery Bw. 12 0 5 00n®0 BHEDHDE eDE®D Oy
DO B 0, OO EInd duwe w-ODwm
8wews’ & 0 a® e By ew.

O BONBDROB, @50 Swornwm OIEn® B&8xY
8.00. ¢85 W BTG g®mo, "2013 aw - O1w ewmog
BDacw wewr MCW 0y RBIO" wm Bz wide wdn 8w
©® wwInm* OO,

DHOIZNWGD DO

(euTBTWST Sj6uTEHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

00 & 2@TVewsy s VBT BOW wIEDL
DOTHO. BDB5O WOYnH WO OG0T gog WE®
Ch 2o ¢nB. 0®ime, »® OFOCewmO® gewd Ymoa
BBe® 2886 Beadmd. [t BEOF] 0® 88w § ¢de ©O
8. cod ©01ed o 28 NS OIEn&ed O »Sw
CiBdned Byen, OO Feiwmed B3I eDEed. @8 ¢
B8EACD ©wrwr DEEI, OB wCGHmW D5 8w ®OWD
BDOSIHO.

88EBe®sined mOyn

LTI TERHLOGTMD 9)6VI6M6V
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@G BOE 88w ¢ BED ®wmo

(wressryflg Blwsv Anlursy 5 HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO DDONIWROB, 8D BEWST ©wWIBZND & 9e8uny
DOB!

* gefmmoced »ds gr».
¥ BIOsVILIGEIsD sDUSSLILIL (DTN,
* Placed in the Library.

"2012 @200®28 ®e 19 OB ween, 20 OB gowndi©g, 21 9B
Do, 22 OB YoeBsic, 23 OB Bmdic, 24 OB ewmydics, 26
OB wee, 28 OB D, 29 OB YueduBsic, 30 OB Bmdic,
©¢e®8 ©e 03 OB wee, 04 OB awwsiDac, 05 OB deoc, 06
OB JudeBsic, 07 18 Bmdace ww 08 018 ewmegdicr 'Bwdsnm
e emg®sn (2013) wem 98O wew 005y me mwsy Swo
@n «."

g S8z 8, etwr ®@» Sa.
aflsarr lBlbH LI (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeemLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

88Be®sIned dI88

LITTT@RLOGTD LD 6]
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@G BOE 88w ¢ 8BS ®wmo

(wressrflg Blwsd Anlursy 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO DOIBNBHROB, 5HD 5EWT wILEND @ 9EBury
DOB:

"d000 Bewdn 702)8 nOw wcwxd By, 'Dwdsm smn
em9®un (2013) sem 3(E® wews 2012 000@8 ®s 19 OB
em 80 2012 0¢w@8 07 OB 8» ¢ gf 005 me Emresys
Aedd® e OFedm W@ @D g.wa. 9.30 8O g.wo. 12.30 ¢ ¢,
a. wo. 1.00 80 ag.wo. 6.30 ¢xFo B @ry @. g.wo. 6.000 DS
Bewdo 7(5) ww (6) ed¢wst Hwid®m Bw gnae «."

g S8z 8, etr @@ Sas.
aflsarr GBI (B) 6TDmIs CIBmeemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

1T

©S BOE 88w ¢ 8BS Owmo

(oressryflg Blwsv Anlursy 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

OO DOIBNIDROB, BHD BEWD ©wWILEEND & 9eTessy
DO D!

"&000 Bewdn T02)8 nO= wecwsd By, 'Dwbsnm wmn
em9®un» (2013)' wem HE® wew 2012 e ®8 @ 08 918
eumyce dEdd HOFedn mE @D g.wi. 9.30 8O a.w.
12.30 ¢80 ¢, @.00. 1.00 80 @.w0. 5.00 ¢80 Bw @gm w@. @.w0. 5.000
DOENBHRD YEDS 2080w 8Ee@5Ind WE BP0 ¢ «©."

g S8z 8, etr @@ Sas.
aflearr ilBlbsLILIL (B) 6Tmmys Gls eI L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.



1071 2012 @2%0®a8 15 1072

esed®B»m OsIfled vmys emgdust
Heof] 2 mIIleTi FLL_eLpevmkig 6T
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BILLS

& RreBw ¢G1®wsT 8¢ (Botfrnn BBe®)
s3] emI®sn
@)evmiena LT MeDL&ET WETHLD (Fn L 1q en6euTdH6V)
FL_L_CLPSVLD
SRI LANKA HERITAGES FOUNDATION (INCORPORATION)
BILL

OO Br23% DFES DWwmn

(oreryLll@ @rers LT TY)

(The Hon. Janaka Bandara)

A5 BB, 250 83T @ 392425300 ©2 GGt WS

"8 rBwe ¢O@wWsEY 8O eeefrnn BBE wews § e emYOun
988 BB ¢dws &8s gy «."

@01 gC¥od &.00.008. g8 Pwmo
(oreTLLll@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeNV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

5827 955 o G&

2 GLorBlGEmi.
Seconded.

G S8z Y ests @@z Ses.

o ew@sm 30 ¢mmcd 88§0» O Hwd» 8xY, dw
Beevas 5800 Bowlw o2 G&.

980 2880 esewo 47(5) O IO Bowlww wden sz
emOsm Hhm c0@wsy EEIEC ¢@rm19@ 00 8O0 GE.

aflsorir BB SBLILIL B), sTDmIS CIBTeTaTLILIL 1.

Bl&eTLILg, FL L APsILD (pSeTapswm OB L1 (B), YFHL_ L &
S 1 swemuil_ LI 1 .

FlLpvd  plwevds sl ewer Qav. 47 (5) @ty Csdw
WIyAePwEsT — YWWIFHESG Y% CIFUILILILIBFHETHF
Fr L 1L gy

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Natioinal Heritage for report.
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question -
[8th November]

That the Bill be now read a Second time' [His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa]

Question again proposed.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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(Mr. Speaker)

IR, gD 0o 4b. ©®BIesT OB .

[10.50 a.m.]

O 8. wOusIesT Owmo

(omessTyfl@ ST, FIDLIBHSH60T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Mr. Speaker, a budget is both economic and political
in content and, if I might say so, this Budget has been no
exception.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa, who also happens to be
the Minister of Finance and Planning, in introducing the
Budget, talked about peace, stability and development in
the country, about the fact that the LTTE had
endeavoured to distort the image of Sri Lanka abroad, of
the Provincial Council Elections and of democracy. He
placed particular confidence in the recently-announced
results of the Eastern Provincial Council Election and
expressed happiness that the people of the Eastern
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Province had placed their confidence in the Government.
That is a matter in regard to which I would like to say a
few words almost immediately.

There were 35 Members elected to the Eastern
Provincial Council, of whom only 13 can be claimed by
the Government as belonging to their party. There were
12 from the UPFA and one from the National Freedom
Front, while 22 Members were elected from the parties
which opposed the Government at the Provincial Council
Election. They were the Illankai Tamil Arasu Kadchchi -
the Tamil National Alliance - the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress and the UNP, which won 11 seats, seven seats
and four seats respectively. In fact, the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress won seven seats at the election by attacking the
Government. A Member of Parliament, who was a
Minister in the Government, resigned from his position
saying that it was incompatible for him to be a Minister
and also be critical of the Government and oppose it at the
election and therefore he was resigning. So, the reality is
that the people of the Eastern Province did not repose
their confidence in this Government. They elected only 13
Members on behalf of the Government; there were 22
Members elected on behalf of the Opposition. That is an
indisputable fact, whatever may have happened after the
elections and whatever may have been done by a political
party for reasons best known to itself.

Talking about the Northern Province, the President
said that people had retuned to normal living and that in a
short time, resettlement, rehabilitation and other benefits
had been achieved. He also said, Sir, in the course of his
speech that communal and religious harmony had been
restored in this country.

The Budget speaks of various development
programmes which are to be welcomed. Only
implementation will ensure that the people are able to
receive the expected benefits. But, the Budget, I am sorry
to state, is somewhat silent on the steps being taken to
provide immediate relief to alleviate the hardships of the
people who are suffering in several ways and to relieve
them of the many burdens that they are presently
undergoing.

It is widely known that the country is in extreme debt,
both domestic and foreign debt, and that the country
incurs substantial expenditure in debt servicing. In fact, it
is believed that further debt is being incurred to service
the existing debt and one wonders where all this will lead
the country to. It will be pertinent for me to pose the
question as to whether we are a country reeking with debt,
which has to be repaid by future generations, maybe, by
yet unborn generations. The question also needs to be
asked whether this should be allowed to continue
unchecked.

Is the Budget oriented towards putting the country on
a sound economic footing and developing it based on
such an economy or is the Budget oriented towards short-
term political popularity of the present Government at the
expense of the country’s long-term interests? Sir, it may
be relevant for me to pose the question now, at this
particular juncture, as to the number of Ministers we have
in the present Government. We have, in the country
today, 60 Ministers and 36 Deputy Ministers; 96 persons
are either Ministers or Deputy Ministers. In fact, even in
the course of this Budget Debate, we are not enabled to
allocate time within the allotted days for all the Votes of
the different Ministries to be discussed and some are
being discussed through another mechanism. Is there
clear comprehension as to who is answerable for what in
regard to implementation? Is such a mega Cabinet
required? Does the country need it? Can the country
afford it? Is this mega Cabinet really serving the country
or are they merely serving their party in power,
continuing to support the party in whatever it does
because they can never have it so good? And they are
having it really good. How much is it costing the country
to maintain such a large mega Cabinet of Ministers and
Deputy Ministers? Curtailment of expenditure must start
at the Centre. The number of Ministers in the Centre must
be reduced and the number of ministries in the provinces
must be increased with the provinces being given more
powers. In fact, instead of having nine provinces, we can
have four or five regions. That would be another way to
reduce expenditure.

Sir, these are matters that need to be looked at and
examined because I do not think particularly with the
debt being so high, this country can go on experiencing
such great expenditure in maintaining such a large
Cabinet for a long time and for a long time in the future. I
also wish to point out that very unfortunately no specific
allocation has been made for the war-affected North-East.
The people who have suffered the most, they have
suffered immensely, they have been rendered destitute.
They have lost everything and been reduced to a state of
penury. Unfortunately, as a matter of fact, no allocation
has been made for these people in the years 2010 and
2011 either. Now, Sir, rather than my posing the
question as to why such things are happening, it maybe
good for persons in Government to ask themselves the
question as to whether this is the way to bring about
reconciliation; whether this is the way to win the hearts
and minds of these people who have suffered so much.

I also want to ask Sir, in this connection, why Non-
Governmental Organizations are being prevented from
functioning freely in the North and the East, why these
Non-Governmental Organizations are brought under the
control of the Defence Ministry. Is it to constrain them
and constrict them? They cannot act as desired by them;
they cannot act as desired by the people. Is this necessary
and would such steps on behalf of the Government be
conducive to reconciliation, bring about communal
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harmony in the country, which the President talked about
in the course of his speech and in regard to which we are
prepared to be fully supportive of the Government if the
Government acts in a sensible way.

Having made these remarks, since the President talked
about communal and religious harmony and development
in this country based upon peace and stability, I want to
pose a question as to whether the Government is honestly
prepared for a reasonable political solution to bring to an
end the long ethnic conflict in this country.

The Government’s actions in regard to this matter are
clearly indicative to the contrary. The Government has
not remained committed to even statements made by it
domestically. As for instance, when the President
addressed the inaugural meeting of the APRC and the
Committee of Experts he appointed, when he talked of
maximum possible devolution, he wanted the identity of
people to be preserved; he wanted people to be able to
determine their destiny in the areas in which they lived;
he talked of socioeconomic advancement and he wanted
the Committee of Experts in the APRC to study models
of power-sharing the world over and come up with
proposals that would suit this country. What has happened
to all that? The Government has not been able to keep its
commitments to the international community, to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations when he came
here just after the war came to end and when there was a
Joint Communiqué issued by the Government and the
Secretary-General of the UN. The Government has not
been able to keep its commitments to India made
repeatedly and India has been concerned with the
resolution of the conflict in Sri Lanka over a period of
time. India is a country which is very firmly committed to
the unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity of this
country and wants a political solution within that
framework; India has been quite clear in regard to that
matter. The Government has made a commitment to
India, not once but several times over, that the Thirteenth
Amendment will be fully implemented and the Thirteenth
Amendment will be built upon so as to bring about
meaningful devolution. Has the Government kept to that
commitment? Why has not the Government been able to
keep to that commitment?

When the Government appointed the APRC and
Committee of Experts, the majority of the experts have
come up with the Report "A". But, has their Report been
implemented? That Report was entirely based upon the
speech delivered by President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the
inaugural meeting of the APRC and the Committee of
Experts, based upon maximum possible devolution, based
upon socioeconomic advancement, based upon identity
being preserved. Why has not the Report of that
Committee been implemented?

The Government appointed the LLRC - Lessons
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission; they have come
up with their own Report and they have called for

maximum possible devolution, maximum possible power-
sharing and said that is the fundamental basis on which
there can be a reconciliation and harmony amongst the
different peoples who inhabit this country. Is that Report
being implemented?

After all, Sir, these are Reports submitted by bodies
who have been appointed by the Government. Both the
Reports made by the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission and the Committee of Experts appointed by
the Government; they were Reports made by the
Government, Reports made by Committees appointed by
the Government.

Sir, I want to place before this House some further
information regarding this matter. I will read from the
Manifesto of Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, a much
respected leader in this country who was the Leader of the
SLFP and who fought the Presidential Election of 1988 as
the Candidate of the Democratic People’s Alliance which
comprised of the SLFP and several other parties. What
did she say in Part II of that Manifesto dealing with the
Resolution of the Ethnic Problem? She stated, I quote:

“1. UNIT OF DEVOLUTION
“ (a) The concept of devolution is accepted for Sri Lanka.

(b) There shall be a predominantly Tamil unit comprising of what is

the combined Northern and Eastern Provinces but excluding
the area covered by the predominantly Muslim unit.

() There shall be a predominantly Muslim unit comprising the

predominantly Muslim areas in the Ampara District as the base
and identified predominantly Muslim areas in the Batticaloa
and Trincomalee Districts.

(d)  The rights of Sinhalese and all other persons in each unit shall
be on the basis of absolute equality.
2. DEVOLUTION OF POWER

(a) All state powers, legislative, executive and judicial, except
those reserved to the centre, shall be devolved to
democratically elected bodies called Regions. Parliament shall,
however, be able to override legislation of the Regions by a 2/3
majority of its whole membership.”

That is what she said and there were 15 subjects that
she had identified as being subjects that must be reserved
for the centre and she wanted all the other subjects to be
given to the provinces.

I am tabling*, Sir, the Manifesto of the Hon. (Mrs.)
Sirimavo Bandaranaike at the Presidential Election of
1988 and I would request that you direct that this be
included in Hansard at the end of my speech.

* galmmged nds @,
* preofleweviigRle) e BLILIL. (BTN
* Placed in the Library.
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Sir, the Hon. Gamini Dissanayake was the Candidate
of the United National Party at the Presidential Election
held in 1994. There was a Manifesto issued by him. What
did the Hon. Gamini Dissanayake say in his Manifesto?
He said, I quote:

“ 8. The adoption of the widest possible degree of devolution to

Provincial Councils on the basis of territorial units to be agreed
with representative political forces of the North and East”

That is what will bring about peace and harmony in
this country.

I am tabling* the Manifesto of Gamini Dissanayake
also issued in 1994 and I would request that you direct
that this be included in Hansard at the end of my speech.

These leaders, Sir, the Hon. (Mrs.) Sirimavo
Bandaranaike and the Hon. Gamini Dissanayake were
outstanding Sinhala, Buddhist leaders who commanded
the confidence of the people in this country, who could
not have betrayed the people in this country particularly
the Sinhala, Buddhist people. They had the courage and
conviction to state what needed to be done to bring about
peace in this country.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa, as you are undoubtedly
aware, Mr. Speaker, cut his political teeth as a disciple of
the Hon. (Mrs.) Sirimavo Bandaranaike. He came into
politics when the Hon. (Mrs.) Sirimavo Bandaranaike was
in power. When he was elected as a Member of
Parliament in 1970, the Hon. (Mrs.) Sirimavo
Bandaranaike was the Prime Minister of this country. So,
these were positions, Sir, taken up by respected and
reputed leaders for the benefit of this country which we
cannot afford to ignore.

Sir, the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution
was enacted in 1988. It is often stated that the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution was an imposition by
India. Nothing can be further from the truth. I want to
place on record, Sir, a statement made by President
J.R.Jayewardene on the 19™ of February, 1987, when he
delivered a special address to Parliament having convened
Parliament for that purpose to explain to Parliament what
was being done in regard to the peace process at that point
of time. This is what President J.R. Jayewardene said. It is
contained in Column 6 of Hansard of 19" February, 1987.
I quote:

“The Indian Government thereafter persuaded the TULF to
have direct negotiations with the Government, which took
place in July and August 1986. The Government agreed to
further concessions, which were incorporated in the Proposals
sent in September 1986. These Proposals included the draft

* gefmmoced A gr».
¥ BIOsVLIGBIsD sD6USSLILIL (HETeNS.
* Placed in the Library.

Constitutional Amendments, the draft Provincial Councils
Bill, Schedules setting out the Reserved, Concurrent and
Provincial Lists, as well as detailed memoranda dealing with
Law and Order, Land and Land Settlement and Education...”

This is what he said. The Thirteenth Amendment
came out of discussions had with the TULF in July and
August 1986. At the same time, he tabled all those
proposals in Parliament when he addressed Parliament.
After the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution was
enacted, there was a feeling in the country that the
Amendment was inadequate to bring about a solution to
the problems that the country faced.

DOBNWBDR s

(FUTBTWST Sjsuigeir)

(Mr. Speaker)
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.

@0 @08, wdwrIesy wnmo

(LorevorLyifl@ oy, FIDLIHSG6EIT)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, after the
enactment of the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution, consequent to the view that prevailed in the
country that the Thirteenth Amendment was inadequate
to bring about a solution to the ethnic conflict, President
R. Premadasa appointed the Mangala Moonesinghe
Select Committee which came up with proposals. They
talked about de-merger of the North and the East but
recommended setting up an apex Council incorporating
the North and the East; They recommended substantial
devolution based upon the Indian pattern and they wanted
the Concurrent List done away with or reduced to the
bare minimum. After that, there were proposals made by
President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga in 1995,
in 1997 and in 2000 which went far beyond the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution. These are all
matters of record. President Mahinda Rajapaksa was then
a member of President Chandrika Bandaranaike’s
Cabinet, and he was a party to those proposals. Those
proposals were brought to Parliament after the Cabinet
had approved those proposals. They contemplated not
merely provincial councils, but went beyond provincial
boundaries with substantial devolution.

I have already referred, Sir, to the speech delivered by
President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the inaugural meeting of
the APRC and the Committee of Experts in July, 2006.
The report of the majority of the Committee of Experts,
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which was submitted, which again talked of substantial
devolution to provincial councils and how the question of
the unit of devolution could be resolved in a manner
acceptable to all the peoples who live in this country.

Now, Sir, mainly because there are a few Ministers
within the Government making demands that are
inconsistent with all these positions - it is believed that
these Ministers have the support of certain influential
individuals within Government. But, these Ministers who
are making these noises - I say with respect and with no
disrespect to them - command a miniscule number of
Members in this Parliament. What is the SLFP’s position
on devolution? The SLFP has always been prepared to go
very far on devolution as Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike has
demonstrated; as Mrs. Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga has demonstrated and as President Mahinda
Rajapaksa has demonstrated in the inaugural address he
made at the meeting of the APRC and in the report
submitted to him by the Committee of Experts appointed
by him, the majority of the Committee of Experts, and the
LLRC appointed by him to examine various questions.

I do not think, Sir, this is a matter in regard to which
the Government should be confused. I do not think they
should try to placate their hard-liners who happen to be in
alliance with them. What does the Government do? The
only way out for the Government in this difficult situation
is to blame the TNA; call the TNA "proxies of the
LTTE"; blame the Tamil diaspora and make out that the
LTTE will re-emerge. In fact I might tell the Government
that they have more connections with the LTTE than I
ever had. My only involvement with the LTTE was when
we tried in the course of the Ceasefire Agreement and at
other points of time to bring about a political solution for
this country that will be acceptable to all our people. I will
not go into details about your involvements with the
LTTE. I do not wish to do that. But, you are harbouring
many LTTEers and providing them with a lot of comforts
and you are desperately endeavouring to use them to your
advantage. You want to thrust upon the Tamil people
certain people of your choice. You do not want this
conflict to come to an end in a mutually acceptable way,
which would be in the best interests of the country and of
all its people, in a way which would also have the support
of Tamil political leadership in whom the Tamil people
have confidence. You do not want that.

It suits you politically to keep the conflict alive for
two reasons. You create a fear psychosis which serves
you in two different ways; helps you politically to sustain
your importance and indispensability, which you claim as
"the Government that defeated the LTTE" amongst the
Sinhala people and as "the Government, the only
Government, that can sustain that position" and on the
other hand push more and more Tamil people to leave the
country and in due course of time, there will be no Tamil
question. Compelling the Tamils who live here, to live on
your terms; at your mercy; accepting the favours that you

are prepared to dispense as a reward for their
subservience, despite the fact that every opportunity is
available, not really to deal with the LTTE question -
which is no longer a serious question - but to win over the
Tamil people by giving them their legitimate rights within
a united, undivided Sri Lanka. Is it that you do not want
the Tamil people to live in this country as equal citizens?

Is that the reason why you are doing this? - [Interruption.]

Please do not disturb me. I want to state on the Floor of
this House that we are prepared to evolve a reasonable,
acceptable, workable and a durable political solution
within the framework of a united, undivided Sri Lanka.

Bewdss 002 68wisBn®

(ewssaisr Lrdls salsreri jeuiaer)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, please do not disturb the Hon. Member.

®0 @Gl .00.00. g0 Owmo
(omessTLyfl @ VAN TE 67.6T.6TLD. SsV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Bewdes 02 ©wisBn®o

(ewdsaier Lrsls sallereri Seuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Azwer, what is the point of Order?

@0 gFwod &.90.08. qfol dwmo

(omessTLyLfl @ SVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeNV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Sampanthan, with all respect to you, you are

misleading the House. - [Interruption.] Wait! You listen

to me. I am on a point of Order. You are a senior
Member. In fact, His Excellency the President has on
numerous occasions invited those people who fled the
country because of the terrorism of the Tigers, to come
and be partners to build a vibrant Sri Lanka in future.

Bewdss 0% @wisBn®o
(ewssaier Nrds salameri jeuirder)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay, what is the point of Order?

O gGd S.90.98. gD ®wmo

(orevrL)fl@ HVADTED 67.6Td.6TLD. By6TV6UT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

That is all. I wanted to correct the Hon. Sampanthan.

Bewdss 0% @wisBn®o
(swssaier LUrgls salsreari Seuigsr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Sampanthan, you may carry on.

©0 @Gl &.90.00. gD Vwmo
(orevrLfl@ VADTED 67.6Td.6TLD. By6Tv6uT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

You cannot say he did not.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

In other words, the position is that you want to govern
the Tamil people against their will and without their
consent. This is in violation of international law and
cannot continue. I want to read Sir, from the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights which is very clear on this
matter and it says, I quote from Article 21:

“The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of
government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and
genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal
suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free
voting procedures.”

In other words Sir, the will of the people must be the
basis of the authority of Government. But you want to
rule the Tamil people against their will and without their
consent. To achieve this Sir, the Government needs the
following:

One - democracy on your terms. Why was the
Seventeenth Amendment repealed? Why was the
Eighteenth Amendment enacted? Why was the
Constitutional Council done away with? Why was the
Election Commission, Public Service Commission,
National Police Commission, Human Rights Commission
compelled to lose their independence? The Election
Commission had wide powers in regard to controlling the
police service, in regard to controlling the public service
and in regard to the media, all of which were removed
under the Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution.

The Election Commission had powers under the
Seventeenth Amendment to issue directions and appoint a
competent authority in regard to the SLBC and the
Rupavahini when elections were on. The Commission
was stripped of all those powers because the President
did not want an independent Election Commission.
Everything was brought under the discretionary control of
the President who has the right to contest beyond his
second term as he wanted.

You want democracy in this country on a basis where
there can never be an election on equal terms and where
you will have the elections conducted in the way you
desire to your advantage by removing from the political
and administrative structure in this country civilian
institutions which can function independently. You want
to keep the Sinhala people in a state of animated suspense
with all manner of fears engineered and exaggerated that
the LTTE will re-emerge and thereby ensure that the
Sinhala people will continue to support you in whatever
you do. I do not think they will for too long, particularly
if they are deprived of their democratic rights.

You want to prevent the Tamils seeking the support of
the international community by keeping the international
community out. The international community cannot be

kept out. We have a right to seek their support and we
will continue to seek their support. This is our inalienable
right and you cannot stop that. They have an obligation
under international law to ensure that we are able as a
people to live in this country with self-respect and dignity
and with justice and equality. This can stop only if and
when you do justice to our people in keeping with their
democratic wishes. Until you deliver on that, you have no
right to ask that the international community’s
involvement be stopped and it will not be stopped. You
have no right to keep the international community out
when you do not deliver on our democratic verdicts.

We will never harm Sri Lanka, a Sri Lanka which
belongs to all, the Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim, Malay and
Burgher people who live in this country. We will never
harm the Sinhala people, they are our brothers and sisters,
nor will we harm any of the other people who live in this
country though we are quite disappointed that the
leadership of some people do not show the courage of
their convictions which they bravely espouse on political
platforms but regrettably do not demonstrate in their
actions.

The Government must not forget that they obtained
substantial international support when they wanted to
defeat the LTTE. You had the LTTE banned in several
countries, to cripple the LTTE in foreign countries. Our
erstwhile Foreign Minister, the Hon. Lakshman
Kadirgamar, my good Friend must be turning in his grave
now when he sees all that is happening in Sri Lanka at the
moment and what is being said by some Cabinet
Ministers. He played a major role in having the LTTE
banned in several countries the world over and in
crippling the LTTE.

You received immense intelligence and military help
from various countries. You gave those countries certain
assurances that you will evolve an acceptable reasonable
political solution once the war came to an end. Those
countries are now merely asking you to keep your
commitments. How can you complain that you want to
keep the international community out because you want
to get away from those commitments that you made?
True, another country cannot interfere in the affairs of our
country. There can be no question about that but, at the
same time, certain rights are universal; certain obligations
are international, you can abandon fulfilment in certain
vital areas only at your peril. If our legitimate rights are
fulfilled, we will not want any other country to interfere
in the internal affairs of our country. But, our legitimate
rights must be fulfilled. Are you not day-in and day-out
going abroad, not merely to the UN, but to other
countries big and small explaining your position, asking
for time and space, placing before them your plans,
stating your lame excuses? Why are you doing all this?
The Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact was not invented
abroad, the Dudley Senanayake-Chelvanayakam Pact was
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not invented abroad, the Thirteenth Amendment was
homegrown as I have demonstrated in the course of my
speech earlier, President Ranasinghe Premadasa's
Mangala Moonesinghe Select Committee Proposals;
President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga’s
proposals of 1995, 1997 and 2000; all those were
homegrown.  Then, President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
proposals of 2006; the Committee of Experts, the APRC
appointed by him; the LLRC Report that was submitted
by a commission appointed by him and President
Rajapaksa himself has very clearly stated his position that
all these were homegrown and came out of the "Mahinda
Chintana", not from any other country, not from any
foreign country. How can all that be ignored? Is it merely
because some minor parties in alliance with you think that
they should be ignored?

Sir, various views have been expressed in recent times
in regard to the Thirteenth Amendment and the Provincial
Council System and so on. In different parts of his
speech, President Mahinda Rajapaksa speaking in the
House as Finance Minister has expressed certain views. I
do not want to comment specifically on any one of these
positions; nevertheless I need to clarify certain matters.
The Constitution under which the country attained
Independence had certain safeguards for the minorities.
To some extent, it recognized diversity. This Constitution
did not specifically entrench majoritarianism. The 1972
Republican Constitution which replaced the earlier
Constitution did away with the safeguards and did not
recognize diversity, it also entrenched majoritarianism. It
did away with the provisions which to some extent
safeguarded diversity. The 1978 Republican Constitution
reaffirmed these positions. The Tamil people with a
distinct identity were not a party to the making of either
the 1972 or 1978 Constitutions.

The Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, by
establishing provincial governance either singly or
plurally as stipulated therein, -

Bewfes 0% ea1sBn®)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

GO Bowlehs 0w W@ Growmewsy 9dn
Howry, Bewlehs 0269 [oo; O5/E® Scwlemdl @om |
8oes2390;8) Ses.

Y BATLID S, &updmerlsir Lyl sallFreri gyeuri Heir
YSBTTFATG BTy YHVG6,

[wresryflg FHSNw afys6lEry] SemaswL UBISSTT 56T

lgglF  FLTBIWST  yeuiser

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [left
the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA
WEERAKKODY] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution, by establishing provincial governance
either singly or plurally as stipulated therein, to some
extent recognized diversity and also attenuated the effects
of majoritarianism, at least to some extent. It certainly
laid the foundation for a healthy beginning. This came
about through immense sacrifice. It would be myopic to
think that this could be nullified as easily as the
Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution. The Hon.
Members who helped to enact the Eighteenth Amendment
would have, by now, realized the dangerous precedent
they created and one can only pray and hope that they
would act with wisdom in the future. Any precipitate
action to annul the Thirteenth Amendment or to radically
change the provisions contained therein would only
confirm that the Constitution of Sri Lanka - a country’s
constitution is looked upon as both sacrosanct and pious -
can be subverted or even abrogated to meet the demands
of chauvinistic nationalism so as to deny diversity and
entrench majoritarianism.

Sir, Barack Obama had been re-elected President of
the United States. He is a black American. I watched him
on TV sometime ago addressing the joint sessions of
Parliament of India. In the course of his speech he said,
“That incident when your revered leader, an apostle of
peace and non-violence, Mahatma Gandhi was thrown out
of a train from a compartment meant for whites in South
Africa was the point of time at which my journey to the
White House commenced”. He said, “My journey to
become President of the United States commenced when
Mahatma Gandhi was thrown out of the train that had a
separate compartment for whites in which the revered
leader was seated." Dr. Manmohan Singh is the Prime
Minister of India. He is a Sikh. The Sikhs in India are 2
per cent of the country’s population. That is the
recognition of diversity. That is the only way to ensure
that majoritarianism does not prevail in a country. So, it is
for you do decide what you are going to do.

I can only say that the future of Sri Lanka would be
gravely harmed and irreparable damage will be caused to
the future of Sri Lanka if there is any effort on anyone’s
part to do away with the Thirteenth Amendment or to
modify it so as to make it ineffective and worthless. We
have always felt that the Thirteenth Amendment must be
built upon so as to bring about meaningful devolution.
That is the commitment that this Government has made to
several countries; that is the commitment that this
Government has made to the United Nations; that is the
commitment that this Government has made to the
international community. That is the effort that has been
made by every single President after the enactment of the

Thirteenth Amendment, whether it be President
Ranasinghe Premadasa, President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga or President Mahinda

Rajapaksa himself, to improve upon it so as to bring
about a meaningful devolution.
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President Mahinda Rajapaksa himself has enunciated
this position in the course of his address to the Inaugural
Meeting of the APRC and the Experts' Committee. It is
contained in the Report of the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission. So, Sir, this cannot be gone
back on. The Thirteenth Amendment must be built upon
towards achieving meaningful devolution. But, if you try
to nullify it, if you try to amend it in such a way that it
will become worthless, then, I am afraid, you are doing
very much harm to this country and that is a step which, I
do hope and pray, you will not take.

I watched my Friend, the Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe, speak in Parliament yesterday. He talked
about accountability. I was not going to talk about it, but
since he had said a few things, I think I must respond very
briefly, Sir. I would not take time. He said some inquiry
has been commenced by some military tribunals on the
question of accountability and a certain number of cases
are being inquired into at the moment, that once the
investigations are completed, if there was evidence
against anybody, that evidence would be sent to the Army
Commander, who will take a decision in regard to what
needed to be done. I do not think that is the way to
address accountability. We are not seeking revenge, but
the truth needs to be ascertained. The persons who were
involved on the question of accountability are service
personnel. I do not know who they are. This does not
seem the way to address questions of accountability. It
needs to be addressed in a more credible way, in a manner
in which the confidence of others can be won in regard to
the actions you are taking.

We have some information now in regard to an
internal inquiry which has been conducted by the United
Nations on the conduct of the United Nations personnel at
the time the war came to an end in May, 2009. Various
grave questions are being raised as to whether the United
Nations personnel conducted themselves in a manner in
keeping with their mandate to ensure the safety and
security of Tamil civilians who were in that areca. When
the international community is taking such grave interest
on this question even in regard to the actions of their own
personnel, I do not think it is going to convince anyone
that you are really engaged in a credible process, if that is
what you are seeking to do. I think you should rethink this
whole question and deal with the totality of this issue in
such a way that we can bring all this to an end, put the
past behind us and strive towards a better future.

Thank you, Sir.
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Bewdss 506D

(Nrdlé FuThTLsT S)euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! @® ¢dedned 20 gowadw ews ©efdd
1.00 ¢2800 e9200D D18 WOYR DOE DD gr¥ YOm0,

def8® SO enmEd 080 ¢z HQO» &Y, ¢. .
1.000 230 80502 G&.

gy, ywisy Ao 1.00 woflusor Zlawr plngsiii (5
LETBYG GIB ML BIBDMY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

Bewlss @ eEm®

(Nrdlé GFwevreri BTwisLd)

(The Deputy Secretary-General)

®YOT 00d ©O OFOSewr GERowsI® 8eWr I gFWd
8.00.00. qdol Ovnmied O ewldsn mOBIB.

©0 LesTd Qendidm Swmo
(wrewTyll@ HGerely @ ewTeutgeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
"l £.00.00. a8 o0 OSIEn® ¥ Yeowmw
o @gna" Bwo @ ewdBmn SH.

amw 88z 8, weo @@ Ses.
aflsorr Bl H LI (B) eTmmys GClsmeramLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

g0 ® ©00; Wi £.90.90. @edO8 Owms 83210369
Ses.

GYBEVTLIG, LOTCHTLILG YVUDTE) 6F.6TF.6TLD. GYeTVUI YU 6T
BEWGVEDLD UGBTI B6N.

Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.

§Roe200618) OBIE @

(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 MILLNeTT Sjeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

OO ©ed 8. swedn O5IEnde, IBwed LD
6 OB BBIB).

®0 830 8. swedm Pwdan

(wressryll@ (HBwad) &Cusr of. swGser)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena)
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weeks, about the capture of the regulator, when we were
talking about the Securities and Exchange Commission.
The so-called word "mafia" was not given by me but by
the outgoing Director-General. He is the one who said
that there is a mafia. So, ultimately what happened? The
regulator was captured; the political interest and the
economic interest captured the regulator. Let us not talk
about that but what I am now talking about is a bigger
capture, which is the capture of the economic policy
planning mechanism.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! You have been given another five
minutes, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - Minister of Urban Affairs)

Madam, permit me, in the first instance, to
congratulate His Excellency President Mahinda
Rajapaksa for presenting a very realistic and development
-oriented Budget amidst multifarious impediments
including a global economic recession. President
Mahinda Rajapaksa should be lauded for taking care to
include elements to strengthen national economy and to
ensure that everybody gets something.

The significant feature of this Budget is that it places
no burden at all on the people. Instead, relief measures
have been proposed in the Budget and the President has
thereby demonstrated his deep concern for the life and
welfare of the people. I am thrilled to note that he has
given consideration to indigent sectors of the population
and to the elders, particularly the July strikers by granting
them a monthly stipend of Rs. 5,000 as a life support
allowance. It is the first time that such allowance is being
provided to elders in a difficult life condition in Sri
Lanka.

Also, the President has kept to his established
tradition of granting an increased pay packet to Public
servants and pensioners through every Budget he has
been presenting. This Budget would certainly help the
country to face impending global fiscal crisis with more
confidence and firm resolve. Poverty alleviation,
economic development and ushering national peace are
the principal objectives of his Excellency the President in
his planning for the Budget Proposals.
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The implementation of the recommended initiatives
identified by the Presidential Task Force based on the
Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission - LLRC -
Report are to be given priority and the budgetary
allocation of Rs. 2,763 million is a clear indication of the
Government about its commitment for national peace and
reconciliation. All sectors of economy have been given
due consideration in the Budget Proposals and His
Excellency the President has not forgotten to provide
relief for the needy segments of the country. This Budget
has been keen on empowering the rural sector and it is, in
short, a development-oriented Budget.

Although there is no sensational matter such as price
increase of consumer items, that are normally the
expectation of the people, in the Budget Proposals, this
Budget has considered in containing the price fluctuation
of essential items.

The "Mahinda Chintana" is concerned with the living
conditions of the people while building on a strong
economy, so that the people of this country can be a
proud nation and stand with its head up amidst the other
countries. He, in his endeavor to build a self-reliant
economy, has laid a strong foundation for the economy
that can withstand any global recession. His vigour and
dedication to contribute to the nation’s journey heading
to become the "Wonder of Asia" are laudable.

He has given number one priority to education and
allocated Rs. 306 billion which is 4.1 per cent of the
GDP.

As a concerned father of all children, he has taken
note of the poorest of the children and has assured to
provide a pair of shoes to those children from difficult
areas, in addition to providing, for a second time, in the
middle of the year a set of uniform cloths.

I also wish to applaud the State policy on education
aimed at transforming the future generation into a society
strong enough to meet the challenges of the future, which
will be more complicated with advanced science and
technology.

This Budget is also targeted to allocate Rs. 1,600
million to set up 20 Technical Colleges attached to the
Vocational Technical University Colleges that would
accommodate over 50,000 Advanced Level qualified
students who will be given new diplomas that would cater
to the demands of international markets. His concern has
gone so deep into the health and nourishment of children
to the extent that he has also proposed to select isolated
rural schools and to create a child-friendly school
environment and provide cereals, milk and eggs free-of -
charge for each child attending such schools.

As education depends much on the quality of the
teachers, who are dedicated for the children, he has
allocated Rs. 900 million for the Provincial Teacher

Training Programme, who will be recruited to resolve the
teacher shortage issue in provinces particularly in remote
areas. Apart from educational and other services, the
Budget is intended to boost the local entrepreneurs to
strive hard to take the country forward in development.

Agricultural and Plantation sectors being the
backbone of our economy, have been given top priority in
this Budget. The President has assured to relieve the
farmers of their interest to be paid on their agricultural
loans obtained. It is a great relief and benefit to the
farmers. As an incentive to increase paddy production, he
has also assured to give an increased guaranteed price of
paddy per kilo between Rs. 32 and 35.

With significant interest, I wish to applaud the
proposal of the housing loan of Rs. 250,000 at the low
interest of 10 per cent to the Sri Lankans employed
abroad. It will certainly facilitate a large number of poor
workers who work abroad to put up their houses and thus
the number of houseless people in the country would be
reduced.

All these have been achieved while providing
necessary allocations to the various mega development
programmes, welfare programmes as well as relief
measures for the people. This is done, despite the
extremely trying circumstances and adversaries created
by forces beyond our control, posing many challenges.

On the one hand, the Government has been compelled
to continue to battle with the post-conflict situation in the
North and the East. People are being resettled; landmines
have been cleared; combatants are being rehabilitated and
socialized back with the society.

The entire area has been given a new lease of life with
new development programmes, improved roads, bridges,
State offices, as well as other facilities to ensure people to
resume normalcy of life. It is also notable that at a time
the rich and powerful countries are shaken by serious
economic crisis, President Mahinda Rajapaksa has, as he
aimed through his “Mahinda Chintana”, placed the
country on a development process to make it the
"Wonder of Asia".

His plan has paid dividends, as already seen by the
achievements in relation to the economy of the country.

There are economic imperatives such as defence,
education, health and infrastructure improvements such
as roads, water supply and drainage, and power supply
which are essentials in life and which demand substantial
allocations in the Budget.

We can be satisfied that the main focus of this Budget
has been strengthening the national economy against any
possible impact on the global economic crisis as well as
food crisis, while at the same time, making the country to
move forward to become the "Wonder of Asia".
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Madam, I know that the Opposition has been
traditionally taking up the position of criticizing any
Budget from the Government. However, they should
appreciate the various measures taken to provide relief to
the poor as well as the development programmes of the
Government.

In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks to you for
providing me an opportunity to make my contribution
towards this Budget Debate and I invite the Opposition to
play a historic role in strengthening the economy by
supporting this Budget. Thank you.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

Madam Chair, the Hon. Minister is misleading the
House. You should expunge all irrevlevant statements
from Hansard.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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There is no point of Order in that.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. A.P. Jagath Pushpakumara)

I propose that the Hon. Mohan Priyadarshana De
Silva do now take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) THALATHA ATUKORALE left
the Chair, and THE HON. MOHAN PRIYADARSHANA DE SILVA
took the Chair.
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Sir, the Budget for the year 2013 was presented by His
Excellency on the 8" of November, 2012. The successful
enforcement of the Budget proposals is governed by
certain salient features such as accountability,
transparency and good governance. The Government this
year has provided massive subsidies for electricity, water,
welfare entitlement and fertilizer which amount to Rs. 40
billion. The companies that import fertilizers have not
been paid and the arrears of payment have exceeded
around Rs. 2 billion. Budgeting is a useful mechanism to
enforce financial discipline. The creation to keep the

deficit is a short-term measure and will be a burden to the
public in the future. At that stage, the Government will
have to print money and inflation will arise. When
inflation rises, the GDP will come down. Many Budgets
have been presented and we have not concentrated on the
expenditure in promoting growth.

Sir, if we analyze the good governance in this
country, we see that it is faced with many problems
inclusive of unequal treatment to the citizens of this
country. If we consider the present social structure, we
recently witnessed the riots in the Colombo Prison which
had a death toll of around 27. This itself is totally
unsatisfactory and does not conform to any basic
standards of governance. If the prison authorities are
unable to curtail any dissensions among the prisoners and
administratively unable to maintain law and order in the
prisons, it clearly denotes a complete vacuum of
administrative standards in this country.

Sir, His Excellency the President has stated in
paragraph 50.4 of the Budget Speech, I quote:

“A change in the prevailing Provincial Council system is

necessary to make devolution to make more meaningful to our
people.”

And, in this context, the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa has
stated that he wishes to introduce a Nineteenth
Amendment. The Tamils of this country who have
suffered in the last three decades, and more with a series
of governments, were unable to enjoy the rights as equal
citizens of this country. The Sinhalese and the Tamils
live happily in the brotherhood of the society, but it is the
political elements that create the agony to spark and
instigate communal dissension among these communities.
The Tamils of this country have lived in this country
from time immemorial and have great religious cultural
values, and as referred to in the Ramayana, Ravana had
venerated Sri Munneswaram Temple, Chilaw to fulfil his
vows. It is therefore very evident that Tamils are not
inferior citizens of this country, wanting favours from the
authorities for the enjoyment of their rightful rights in
education, employment in the Public sector and other
basic factors but as lawful citizens of this country.

Today, after abolishing the Seventeenth Amendment
of the Constitution, His Excellency the President has full
power and authority to deal with the Judiciary, the Police,
the Election procedures and the Public Service. The
Parliamentary Council is only an advisory body, which
will advise the President but the President is not bound to
act on its advice regarding appointments.

The term of the Presidency which was restricted for
two terms has been abolished and there is no limitation
for any individual to continue as the President of Sri
Lanka. In the world, only three countries, their
Constitutions, provide for this, namely, Peru, Chile and
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Uruguay. The abolishing of the Seventeenth Amendment
can lead to a dictatorial regime.

We have seen in the past, the erosion of the Judiciary
and the Judiciary has been influenced by the Executive in
many instances. The Seventeenth Amendment being
approved by the Supreme Court and allowing the
Government to go ahead with the Amendments even
without a referendum shows a weak element of the
Judiciary. If the Judiciary of the country fails, the entire
fabric of the society fails.

The transparency and accountability can be termed
and coupled together. Today, we see certain projects that
have been introduced in this country. The Shangri-La
Hotel, the Krrish Development in Fort have not gone
through the basic tender procedures and have been
allotted lands of this nation at the complete discretion of
the Government.

I wish to draw the attention of this Assembly to Item
16.2 (a) - Tax Concessions to SME sector of the Budget
Speech which states I quote :

"Income tax and corresponding indirect taxes payable by any

person having turnover not exceeding Rs.300 Million per year
from every trade or business carried on by such person for any
period ending prior to April 1, 2011, and not complied with tax
laws, will be exempted from payment of taxes, if the past
earnings are invested prior to 31.3.2014, in any trade or business
and duly comply with tax laws; .."

Why is this provision applicable only to businesses
with a turnover of less than Rs. 300 million? It should be
noted here that in the last year, Government was
expecting foreign investments to the value of US Dollars
2 billion. The investments up to the first six months have
been only around US Dollars 450 million. It is
noteworthy to mention that under Item 30.2 of the
Budget Speech, the sale of State land to foreigners will be
prohibited. Lease of State land to foreigners will be
permitted subject to the payment of a 100 per cent tax on
the lease value determined by the Chief Government
Valuer. It is payable upfront.

Hon. Deputy Minister of Finance, this is for your kind
consideration and I personally feel that if this clause will
be enforced in the manner stipulated, the investments in
this country will decrease. The investors of the world are
not confident with the procedures laid down by the
Government regarding investment in this country. If the
foreign investment does not flow into this country, the
entire terms and proposals laid down in the Budget could
lead to failure. The loss created by the Ceylon Electricity
Board, the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation, SriLankan
Airlines have been in the limelight in many occasions,
but the Government is unable to curtail the same.

At this juncture, it is important to note that the
international forums, mainly the United Nations is

zealously looking into the affairs of this country,
especially the breach of fundamental rights of the citizens
and the suppression of rights of the minorities who have
suffered for many years. The Government is looking at
the international community’s opinion and says that the
international community cannot interfere with our
internal problems.

I certainly agree that the sovereignty of this country
should not be infringed. But, the said sovereignty cannot
curtail the basic international standards of human rights.
The present Government is leaning towards the
Government of China and India for its financial aids. It
should be noted that if we do not get the Western support,
we will face a huge economic crisis in the years to come.
It is strange that the foreign policy of this country has
taken such a negative approach towards the Western
World. If certain sanctions are brought by the Western
World to our nation in respect of the Reports of the
UNHRC and the LLRC, it will completely destroy the
economy of this country. The first step of this is felt
today by the Government by not being able to import
crude oil from Iran.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Budget
presented is silent on the transportation of this country.
Infrastructure and transport should be of good standard if
we are to consider Sri Lanka to be an advanced country
in South Asia. I must commend the Government for the
infrastructure development as far as roads are concerned.
But, if you study the present transport system in Colombo
and its suburbs, the inference is that the buses imported to
Sri Lanka for public and private transport, should be of
new origin with modern facilities for the benefit of the
commuters. The Government should consider a waiver of
duty for public and private transport. The railway system
should also be considered and modernized. The railway
line from Panadura to Colombo should be modernized.
Then, the present congestion on Galle Road and
Duplication Road could be minimized. This was raised
by a Professor of the University of Moratuwa at one
stage, about seven years ago.

Then, there is another important matter to be
considered. The vehicles that ply in Colombo do not
conform to the environmental standards. Many vehicles
are belching out fumes. Mostly, Government vehicles and
security service vehicles cause this inconvenience. There
are police constables wearing garbs to say that they are
environmental police. But, when belching vehicles pass
them, no action is taken. Also, the ecosystem of checking
the vehicles are controlled by the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles. He should be more vigilant and cautious that
the basic environmental standards are maintained by the
vehicle emission testing authorities.

Another fact to be considered, mainly in Colombo, as
far as education is concerned is that new schools for
Tamil girls should be opened in Bambalapitiya or
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Mattakkuliya area to cater to the needs of the students.
Tamil students find it difficult to gain admission to
schools because of the restrictions laid down by the
Ministry of Education regarding admission. With the
extra allocation given, the Minister of Education should
consider this issue also. Many leading Hindu schools in
Colombo do not have playground facilities. This issue
should also be considered by the Ministry of Education
urgently.

The Sri Lankan Government, which had promised the
Indian authorities that they will give "Thirteen Plus"
which will help the Tamils of the North and the East,
have now intended to repeal the Thirteenth Amendment
and we are unaware as to what amendments are to be
made and submitted to the Parliamentary Select
Committee.

The issue of resettlement of the Tamils and the
development programmes of Jaffna will have to be
reviewed soon. Many a time have these issues been
brought to the notice of this House. Opposite the
Thiruketheeswaram Hindu Temple in Mannar, a Buddha
Statue has been erected. It is a sacred city for Hindus. In
Kanniya, opposite the seven wells, the Ganapathy and
Shiva Temples have been demolished and a Buddhist
temple has been erected. The same situation has arisen at
the Koneswaram Temple in Trincomalee. I have great
respect for Buddhism and the teachings of Lord Buddha. I
have visited Bodh Gaya myself and witnessed the serenity
and sanctity of the great shrine. But, acts of this nature of
erecting statues of Lord Buddha opposite Hindu shrines,
create an unsavoury atmosphere, which can confuse the
minds of the Hindus of this country. There have been
many robberies of Hindu statues in the Northern Province
and up to now, no investigation has been successful.
These are areas which are jealously guarded by the armed
forces.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I would request
the Hon. Deputy Minister of Finance, though he is not
here today, to reply to the question that I am going to pose
now. In concluding the Budget Speech, His Excellency
the President has stated, I quote:

«

....we still have not reached the milepost that permits us to
rest as a nation free of risks. There will be more political,
economic and natural Tsunamis.”

So, I need clarification from the Hon. Deputy Minister
of Finance. What do these terms mean? To refer to
political, economic and natural Tsunamis may change the
entire concept of this Budget to a Tsunami-stricken
nation, politically and economically. Sir, I am only
conveying sections and provisions laid down in the
Budget Speech made by His Excellency the President and
I would request the Hon. Deputy Minister of Finance to

give an explanation to this House . What does he mean by
"political and economic Tsunamis" that are going to
arise? At this stage, I would again request the Hon.
Deputy Minister of Finance to explain to this Assembly
as to what these terms denote and what the consequences
would be of these three tsunamis.

It is, therefore, very necessary that we have to
concede to the basic fundamental issues as far as the
country’s precepts are concerned and it is very necessary
that the Tamils of this country including all citizens are
looked after in the correct manner.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Member, you have only one more
minute.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon.Thilanga Sumathipala.
Before he starts his speech, will an Hon. Member propose
the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair.

@6 55388y Imenem Owmo

(oressryll@ BHHIST THHBTIWSES )

(The Hon. Nandimithra Ekanayake)

I propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.
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QU STVMLLIL LITH HeLoFFiT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Nirupama Rajapaksa - Deputy Minister of
Water Supply and Drainage)

887 486 mo» 2.
Y Crdgsmi.
Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES /eft
the Chair, and THE HON ALHAJ A.HM. AZWER ftook the Chair.
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(The Hon. A.R.M. Abdul Cader - Deputy Minister of

Environment)

Hon. Presiding Member, His Excellency the President
Mahinda Rajapaksa has presented the Budget for the year
2013, which aims to boost the development of this
country aligning the targets set in the “Mahinda Chintana
- Vision for the Future”. This development-oriented
Budget will definitely increase the economic growth rate
of this country and consequently uplift the living
condition of the people.

Sir, after the end of a three-decade long war against
terrorism in the North and the East of this country, the
Government led by His Excellency President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, has been putting all its efforts to uplift the
living standards of the people through rapid economic
growth and development. Though the world has
undergone severe economic slowdown, our country was
able to retain the steady economic growth under the
strong leadership provided by His Excellency the
President.

Sir, this Government has been implementing several
infrastructure development activities such as road
development, construction of harbours, housing
construction, implementation of water supply schemes et
cetera. These activities will consume quite a lot of natural
resources of our motherland. In order to make these
development activities sustainable, this Budget has
provided the required financial allocation to move
forward towards sustainable development goals.

Sir, the Government led by His Excellency the
President has always been very much concerned about
environment conservation and its protection. The Budget

presented for the year 2013 has proved it once again by
providing the required financial allocation for the
implementation of environmental conservation and
protection programmes as it was done in the past years.

Sir, solid waste management, conservation of forest
and bio-diversity, air and water pollution are the major
environmental challenges this country faces at the
moment. The Ministry of Environment has planned to
implement its programmes along with its agencies in
order to meet these challenges successfully. In the year
2013, the Ministry of Environment has planned to
implement several new projects while continuing the
ongoing projects.

Sir, global warming accompanied by climate change
has become a major threat to our country and the entire
world. Though Sri Lanka is a least contributor to global
warming, it faces severe challenges caused by global
warming and climate change. Since Sri Lanka is an island
nation, we will have to face the consequences of rising
sea level caused by global warming in the future.
Changing climatic conditions have been resulting in
prolonged droughts and flooding, which impacts severely
on our agriculture. In order to meet this challenge, the
Ministry of Environment has prepared the Climate
Change Policy and Adaptation Strategy which will pave
the way for food security of the country.

Sir, formulation and implementation of wise policies
that can positively contribute to the economy as well as
the environment of the country has been felt as an
essential condition to achieve the sustainable
development goals of the country. On identifying this
need, the Ministry of Environment has taken necessary
steps to initiate a green accounting mechanism and a
green reporting system for Sri Lanka in collaboration
with the relevant stakeholders in the country. As the first
step of establishing a green accounting mechanism, the
Ministry of Environment has started to estimate the
forestry sector contribution to the national GDP.

Sir, this Budget will assist to develop the environment
as well as the economy in many ways. I would like to
highlight some of the important subsidies and provisions
given by this Budget. The Government has taken
necessary steps to rehabilitate irrigation schemes using
the recent drought as an opportunity to resolve people’s
problems associated with drought. The Government has
proposed an insurance scheme to manage the economic
losses of drought in a more meaningful manner.
Recognizing the destructions caused to natural forests,
rivers and reservoirs, rainforests, animals and wildlife,
the “Mahinda Chintana - Towards a New Sri Lanka”
recognizes a green environment as a cornerstone of our
development. Our nation experienced tremendous
hardships during the recent drought. During rainy
seasons, we also witness landslides causing similar
destructions to lives. The Government has proposed a
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three-year forest and environmental conservation
initiative, targeting to preserve diverse natural resources
throughout the country.

I take this opportunity to thank His Excellency the
President for allocating a sum of Rs. 1,500 million to be
utilized over a three-year period for this national
initiative. Sir, this Budget has promoted the use of organic
fertilizer encouraging the private sector connected with
manufacturing, distribution and marketing of organic
fertilizer and pesticide in order to reduce the adverse
effects to our soil, water and the biodiversity from the
inorganic fertilizer and chemicals.

The “Divineguma ” programme will promote the small
farmers to develop their own backyard storage facilities
enabling their harvest to be kept for a longer period. This
Budget facilitates for a special project to set up model
greenhouse farming targeting 1,000 young commercial
farmers supported through the provision of seed, planting
material and greenhouse technology, to engage them in
fruits, vegetables and subsidiary crop cultivation.

It is also important to note the Government’s decision
that the law will be strictly enforced not to permit the
filling of abandoned paddy lands. Such lands will be
distributed among those who like to cultivate on lease
agreements with the Government, and put them to
productive use in agriculture.

His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa has
presented the Budget for the year 2013, which aims to
uplift every sector of the society giving high priorities,
thus fulfilling the promises he made during his
Presidential Election Campaign.
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It being 6.30 p.m., MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 16th
November, 2012, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 25th
October, 2012.
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