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of Local Government and

Provincial Councils:

@)

(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that -

()

(i)

several years have elapsed since the
construction work of the Heendeniyawela
Bridge which crosses Arawakoya at
Sirisamanpura in the Eheliyagoda
Divisional ~ Secretary's Division, was
stopped halfway; and

as a result, people in many villages are
facing severe hardships?

Will he inform this House -

()

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

of the year in which the construction work
of the aforesaid bridge was commenced;

the institution or institutions which provide
allocation for the construction works;

whether tenders were called for the
construction work of the Heendeniyawela
bridge;

if so, the names of the institutions that
submitted tenders;

of the bids submitted by each institution;
and

of the institutions to which the tenders were
awarded and the values of those tenders ?

Will he also inform this House -

(i) the reasons for stopping the construction
work of the bridge halfway;

(if)  whether necessary action will be taken to
construct the bridge;

(iiiy  whether allocations have been made for it;
and

(iv) if so, the amount of money that has been
allocated?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning :

(@ Ishe aware that the Farmers® Pension Scheme has
become completely inactive by now?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) separately, of the amounts of money spent
for implementing the Farmers’ Pension
Scheme in each year during the period from
the year 2005 up to 2010 ; and

(i)  of the steps that will be taken to strengthen
the Farmers’ Pension Scheme?

(©) If not, why?
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International Monetary Co-operation and Deputy Minister
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2005 417.00

2006 552.70

2007 688.00

2008 813.00

2009 959.90

2010 1049.40

g Omnd 44380.00
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@1Gmev, ersin?

asked the Minister of Higher Education:

@)

(b)

Will he state separately, on per year basis -

(i) the total number of Sri Lankan students
who have gone abroad;

(ii)  the number of students who have gone to
each country; and

(iii)  the number of the aforesaid students who
have gone abroad as per each degree
COUrsE;

in the years 2010 and 2011 to obtain the
Bachelor’s degree?

Will he inform this House separately, on per year
basis -

(i) the number of Sri Lankan students who
have gone abroad to obtain post graduate
degrees in the years 2010 and 2011 ; and
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(if)  the number of students who went abroad as
per each country they have gone to?

(c) Wil he state separately, on per year basis, the
amount of foreign exchange that got channelled
into foreign countries for obtaining foreign degrees
in the above years?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha

Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House -

(i) of the total amount of money received by
the “Api Wenuwen Api” Fund from July
2010 up to now;

(if)  of the procedures followed to raise money
for the aforesaid fund,;

(iii)  separately, of the amounts of money spent
out of the monies of the aforesaid fund
during the period from the month of July to
31% of December 2010, in the year 2011 and
up to now in the year 2012; and

(iv) the projects or purposes on which the
aforesaid monies have been spent ?

(b)  If not, why ?
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asked the Minister of Local Government and

Provincial Councils:
(@  Will he admit that -

(i) several buildings belonging to the weekly
fair of Nochchiyagama situated in the
Nochchiyagama Pradeshiya Sabha area in
Anuradhapura District have been left to
decay without being used ; and

(if)  leaving these buildings to decay is a serious
crime?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a plan to use those
buildings for some other useful purpose, if
they are not being used ; and

(if)  if so, what that plan is?
(c) Ifnot, why?

@G @5Iem DeFECTNED Bwmn

(worenTyfl@ @)bSls LT TrHTL&Es )

(The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake)

@O0 DOINBDROB, BT BIED W BEID  BW
3@ 00NeDST @ B8 yEHWO B8R e¢mds.

(&) (1) B100wd ot BOD @& vS BND.
(i) owm BEnS amP e @mned.
(@) (1) oo

(i) 2008m @05 aBmBw S8BT wwmed WO
C¢ 0 s BEren @O0 amd
020D8wWn® 2 HOD® oE PR
wBewmg YOO GBI Fron BBO.

(q) @cE ovned.

8 oo o OHOE® : G / @R
Qevsiens Caullensvd Femu | @evru BL L 1D
SRI LANKA TEA BOARD: PROFIT/LOSS
2154/°11

10. @67 ¢wof3B sweedmd Onm
(woresrflg swrdp) LwGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

B8 8@ @@imsn@iewsy g yeme - (1).

(@) (1) ©&z2005 80 e® ¢y § Cown o OeBBE®
G Cww 09 gRww D8O, 005y ednY
DREwWsY WO THE;

(i) ©® O» &0 o Padced 83 oLdm
850002500 @B g,

(i) @Ped D19Y evd® wewr @BWD O OB
Qe oI end;

@535 D@ wewsy wosTemde?
(@ O

O @B OO 00 OF CIAD
Hmed B8mw mOedc;

(i) ©® domw 880, A¢ ewd HE B8O O EH
o Bed;

(i) oo O, O© s wews DBWO ewd
D880 e0dr) I BE YoC emedend:

@5IB) O @O w¥IdD IO emEe?

(@) @

(i) ©® O 8O OO gunmw ©E) CABTesy B,
O8O ey mOede;

8 oo o OeRCE® ) OFHO wdede;

(i) O® grmms Dg 2O ewd Ben OO ewd
DHOGR WOBIEBIE;

@IS D@ wewsy mosTemde?
(7)) ozndel 5, s Ox3?

QuBpHCHTL L& waHesTHL ewwdsemrds Casi

aflesr:

(o) () 20059y el CBTLEGSD @hHedDeueny
Qevsiens Csullewevd Fewu FFLigw  @)eVrLib
VG DB BLLD UGLTHS g
uenL_uflsy HevfldsesGur sTeusuaTO OUSTLIEN S 1U|LD;



695

[061 ¢088 sweems Dwmo]

(i) omCurg  Caullewevsd  Fewuulld 2 drer
oo fluiigerflesr 6TEUSTEUDT 16 3
6T6U6UETOlEUGITLIEN S 1U|LD;

(i)  @euimeng FoueTd QFYISSHIUSDE LTSTHSLD
QFevail_iL(@Id LIewsTd> Qs rens
6T6UEUETOlUSTLIEN S 1L LD

Sjeui GO Geurymr?

(=) () Gupuy plmeusd Cuemfleurtiu@®n @)L gt
pseulfl WTOHETLIEHSWLD;

(i) Gupuy @GLID UTL®S, GS5SMS IVVGI
Blrhsr O liuenL_ulled QupliL’ L gr
STEITLIENS 1L 1D;

(i)  =Cwesflsv, Cuphuly GLSHDEHTS WTSTHSLD
VLG UHLTHSD CFePISSILIBID uTL M,
QB Temd: 6T6MEUATOEUEITLIEN SUL{LD

Ui @) Femudb @ Plailliimyr?

(@) () Qevbens Caullmevs Femub@Giu CFTESIGHS6T
WITEM6) 6TEITLIGNSU|LD;

(i) spCurg Gupuiy Blouuerd  BLL GFlev
@ ukiGougrullmUllesr SSHETET & TTeThIG6T
WITED6 6TETLIENSULD;

(i) Gupuy plpeatdos Gdsmase albasne
SVevg  allhuenet CFilusnH@ BbLllghend
T(HSHLILBSIBTDST 6TETLIENH LD

Ojeui @M Geurym?
()  @)eTGmev, eredr?

asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(@  Will he state -

(i) separately, the loss incurred or the profit
earned annually by the Sri Lanka Tea
Board, from the year 2005 to date;

(if)  the number of employees attached to the Sri
Lanka Tea Board, at present; and

(iii)  the amount of money spent monthly for the
payment of their salaries ?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) of the address of the place where the
aforesaid institution is run;

(if) whether that place has been obtained on
permanent, lease or rent basis; and

(iii)  if so, the amount of the rent paid monthly or
yearly for the aforesaid place?

(c)  Will he also state-

(i) the assets owned by the Sri Lanka Tea
Board;
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(i) the reasons, if the aforesaid institution
incurs losses at present; and

(iii)  whether action will be taken to lease out or
sell the aforesaid institution ?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @erCme, ersir?

asked the Minister of Education:

@)

(b)

Will he state-

(i) the programmes implemented by the
Ministry of Education of the Central
Government and Provincial Ministries of
Education for the development of the field
of education in the plantation sector from
the year 2005 upto 2011; and

(if) separately, the amount of money allocated
for each of those programmes ?

Will he also state-

(i) the wvarious Non-Governmental
Organizations which have taken measures
for the development of the field of
education in the plantation sector; and
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separately, the programmes implemented by

each of those institutions and the value of
the financial allocations made for those

programmes ?

If not, why ?
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asked the Minister of Local Government and
Provincial Councils:

@)

(b)

Is he aware that -

(iy the partly completed Panadura public
market is in a dilapidated condition at
present; and

(if)  the lives of traders and customers are at risk
owing to this condition ?

Will he admit the facts that -

(i) a health threat has emerged owing to the
existing state of the Panadura public
market; and

(if)  Panadura town is in need of a spacious new
market complex to provide a better service
to its people ?

(c)  Will he state the date on which the construction
work of a new market complex to provide
facilities to the traders who engage in business
activities at the Panadura market at present and the
pavement hawkers of Panadura would be
commenced ?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister

of Local Government and

Provincial Councils:
Will he state-

@)

(b)

(i)

(ii)

separately, the number of pre-schools
registered under each provincial council by
the year 2010; and

the number of provincial councils which
have formulated statutes or laws pertaining
to the registration of pre-schools and pre-
school teachers and are acting according to
them?

If not, why?
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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®©0 @257, DG Vo

MorenrLLfl@ Qumest. QFsVsurmeT)

(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)

I have already informed the Sri Lanka Bureau of
Foreign Employment regarding those two incidents that
happened in the East of Sri Lanka.

@0 gCd &.09.08. atddd ®wmn
HMDTEITLLONE VAN TED 67.6T&.6TLD. Hj61V6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Have you given it in writing?

®3 @057, eBEDGe OHB0
*pressrL L@ ClLITesT. QFeLeuTmTaFT)
(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)

Yes, | have already given that.

o0 8 evelch v (Beda dfw yDsLm ®

80 83002 g@mnn®o)

(wreryflg yevrer QuUGrrT - GeueflBT B Gousweveuriiliy

pord & afllIL], FVOGSTTIDLNS HjeDLOFFT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment

Promotion and Welfare)

Can | give a small reply to that? | will look into those
two incidents that you are referring to and see that
immediate action is taken. But normally, if a person goes
abroad as a registered employee of the Sri Lanka Bureau
of Foreign Employment and when such a thing happens,
then, prompt action will be taken and compensation will
be paid. But, there are instances where they go on tourist
visa and work in these countries illegally. Then, there is
nothing that we can do for them.

®G @802, @esF DG N0

MomenTLLfl@ QuiTesT. QFsVeuTTET)

(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)

No, it was not illegal. Those were true incidents and
they were registered in the Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign
Employment.

©5 B eselc ®vm
(oreryfl@ evrssr QuGrym)
(The Hon. Dilan Perera)
Okay.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please! Qgergeu o minileri
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(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)

@rent® Cuir GMSE® CFiIssTeL, GBI HL_hoaill L g).
At least two or three minutes grpriseir.

Bewdss 0 6wsBn®r
(ewdsefler Lrsls sallsrari Hjeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Two minutes & ®&IEmedr.
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(The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake - Minister of Private Transport

Services)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

O eCH®

(Qewevmeri prwigib)

(The Secretary-General)

Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M.
Azwer to take the Chair?
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(orenryfl@ sureGseu prewrmwssry - Caflw Gumflser,
FePSH PHOWLILTL () HEDLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National
Languages and Social Integration)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now

take the Chair.

g E@awz 8, et es@Oz Scs.
aflsorr GG HLILIL B eTHMYS CIBTETMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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(The Presiding Member)

The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe can address the
House now.

[1.00 p.m.]
©0 OBl ©wOo8w Bwm (HBE »EGwIH
452 ®0)
(oressrLLfl@ wanlbs FLorfmis - CuBBESTL L d

WBSESTLIV jewLFEFIT)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Plantation

Industries)

Thank you very much, Mr. Presiding Member. May |
commence by stating for the record that | offer my
felicitations as well as congratulations to His Excellency
the President for presenting seven successful Budgets so
far and for presenting the eighth Budget just a few days
ago. | also want to place on record my appreciation to
him for once again identifying the broad objectives of
this Budget, his eighth Budget, as peace, reconciliation
and development.

Sir, we know that today the world is facing an
unprecedented economic  downturn. When  His
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Excellency the President took over the reins of power by
setting in place his Government way back in 2005, the
challenges at that time were also surmountable. Although
we had an average 5 per cent economic growth despite
fighting in the North, a conflict which was present at that
time even in the East, the other major economic indicators
were quite bad. If you look at public debt at that time, it
had exceeded the Gross Domestic Product. This was not a
favourable position as far as economic development was
concerned. Economic activity in other spheres was also
suffering: unemployment was high; inflation was high
and international reserves were down. So, he inherited a
plethora of challenges as far as the reviving of the
economy of this country was concerned and to his credit,
today, he has been able to turn things around despite an
international economic downturn that our country as well
as other countries whom we trade with has had to face
over the years, especially in today’s context. So, he has to
be congratulated for presenting, despite this unfavourable
economic downturn internationally, a very conducive
Budget to spur economic growth even further.

But, what | want to speak today is about the challenge
that he faced when he took over as our President in terms
of facing up to the challenge of the scrooge of terrorism
that our country had faced over a period of 30 years. The
country was torn to pieces; disunity prevailed; economic
growth had suffered; investment had suffered; tourism
had suffered and His Excellency the President correctly
identified that to spur economic activities, to increase
development in our country, he has to eliminate this
scrooge of terrorism. Of course, he did try to engage them
in discussions. Those discussions, we know, were used as
an opportunity by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam to
consolidate their military positions even further and very
soon, he saw that talks were not going to result in peace in
this country, that he had to face up to the challenge of
eliminating terrorism. And, he took upon this challenge.

He gave whatever has to be given - the
encouragement, the political will and the resources to the
forces in our country - and as a result of the dedication
and commitment shown by the forces of our country by
sacrificing their own lives at times, we were able to
eliminate the scrooge of terrorism.

Now, it is a question of winning the peace. We
eliminated terrorism, but the challenge does not stop at
that. We have not overcome all the challenges; there are
many challenges for us to overcome and he is now in the
position of addressing each one of these challenges, one
by one, so that we can move towards his stated objective
even in this Budget when he presented it: peace,
reconciliation and further development.

When he eliminated terrorism, one of the biggest
challenges that he faced was to accept and look after the
300,000 Internally Displaced People, who escaped the
scrooge of terrorism at the end of the conflict. Our

Government not only received those 300,000 odd IDPs,
who are Sri Lankans, who are our brothers and sisters, but
they were also looked after. There were several camps
that were opened, welfare camps, as we call them. | was
the Minister of Disaster Management at that time. Also, |
had a coordinating role at the Consultative Committee on
Humanitarian Assistance, which | chaired at the Defence
Ministry every month. We had discussions with our
partners in the international arena: the key ambassadors
who were present here and who were part of the Co-
Chairs to the peace process. The UN was round the table.
Then, our key people - the Defence Ministry and the
Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, the Minister of Economic
Development at present and who, at that time, was a
Senior Adviser to His Excellency the President - were
round the table and we faced up to this challenge. We
looked after those IDPs, who are Sri Lankans, who are
our brothers and sisters, as | said earlier. We not only
looked after them, but also faced up to the challenge of
eventual resettlement.

Last week, when | was in Geneva for the Universal
Periodic Review, | reported to the Human Rights Council
that we have been successful in resettling 501,000 IDPs
so far - 300,000, which was the new caseload and about
another 200,000, which was the old caseload. There were
IDPs even before the conflict really started, over the years
because this is a conflict that had lasted for 30 years.
There were IDPs who were identified as being old IDPs,
the "older caseload", as long as 15 or 16 years, they were
regarded as IDPs. They were being looked after by the
GAs of those districts, assisting them, but they were not
resettled. They were victims, once again, of conflict; they
were victims of terrorism.

Of course, in the process of wanting to resettle them,
we had to face many other challenges. One of the main
challenges that we had to face was the demining of
extensive areas which had been mined. The LTTE never
kept records of the mines that they laid. So, the issue was
even more complicated. At present, 2,061 square
kilometres in those areas have been identified as
hazardous areas. The area cleared is over 1,953 square
kilometres. So, this is a formidable achievement within a
period of three years. Over 900,000 hazardous devices
had been recovered.

These include anti-tank, anti-personnel and IEDs
amongst the recovered UXO. As of 25th of October,
2012, about 98 per cent of the areas identified for
demining have been cleared and approximately 108
square kilometres of territory only remains to be cleared.
This data refers to 10 districts in all, including 3 in the
East, 5 in the North and 2 in the North Central Province.
The Sri Lankan Army was responsible for demining
approximately 75 per cent of this land. So, the bulk of the
work was done by the Sri Lankan Army but, of course,
for the rest of the areas, there were international mine
clearance agencies who worked alongside with others
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within the country and we have been able to achieve
nearly 90 per cent or even more of the target that has to be
achieved. So, this challenge, of course, continues because
there are still some IDPs who need to be resettled and
with regard to these IDPs, the Government has gone on
record saying that we will resettle once these areas are
cleared of the remaining mines, because we cannot
resettle people in areas which have not been cleared and
which are not safe for these people to go and live.

Now, Mr. Presiding Member, the other challenge, of
course, we faced was the construction of houses so that
the resettlement can be made sustainable. This was also a
formidable challenge, because as a result of the conflict,
lots of houses were damaged; they were destroyed, in
fact. To aid in the process of resettlement, the total
number of houses constructed in the Northern and Eastern
Provinces up to September, 2012 was 124,184 at a cost of
Rs. 33.34 billion from 2005. | am resorting to mention
these statistics to underscore the point that especially after
the conflict, we were faced with formidable challenges
and it is in that context that this eighth Budget that His
Excellency the President has presented should also be
viewed. Needless to say, we are justifiably proud of our
achievement. This is another example of implementation
of a recommendation that was made by the Lessons
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission that His
Excellency the President put in place, to once again help
us reach that objective of comprehensive reconciliation.
We want to ensure that the people of this country will
never have to face another era of destability of extreme
terrorism which they faced for 30 long years.

From May 2009 to October 2012, the Army has
constructed 4,652 permanent new houses, 6,171 semi-
permanent houses and has renovated 7,454 houses
through their initiative and efforts. This is not monies that
they have got from elsewhere, this is their own funds that
they have used, the labour at no cost, and this is to help
the people of those areas whom they liberated. The Army
has constructed 73 schools, renovated nearly 500 old
school buildings and has constructed 23 school
playgrounds. They have made a significant contribution
to the improvement of water, sanitation and hygiene
facilities. The Army has also contributed to the socio-
cultural needs of the people by building or restoring
nearly 250 places of religious worship belonging to all
faiths in the North and the East; whether it be Buddhist
places of worship, Hindu places of worship, or Muslim
places of worship, all these places which were destroyed
have been reconstructed by the Army. This is a story that
is never told. There are people who are agitating for the
army to be withdrawn from those areas, but remember,
that they have not only fought to ensure the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of our nation, but they have
also, after the conflict assisted in helping the people
whom they liberated. This should never be forgotten. Of

course, it has also contributed to the repair 11 main roads
and 43 minor roads during this period.

Livelihood assistance has also been facilitated by the
Army. A number of medical clinics have been held, and
assistance provided for the conduct of religious, cultural
and other festivals. The Sri Lanka Navy and the Air
Force also facilitated similar projects. Now, | am not
making out a case that they should get involved in these
things in the future. Their job now is to ensure the
security of those areas, bearing in mind, that this has been
a conflict-ridden area for the last 30 years. Of course, the
civil administration must now take over and ensure that
everything that needs to be done in the future is done and
the Army, of course, will ensure that security is
maintained so that we do not have to face any threats in
the future.

Mr. Presiding Member, another challenge that we
faced was the number of ex-combatants we received and
had to rehabilitate and reintegrate into society. This was
the stated position of the Government because a large
number amongst these ex-combatants were child ex-
combatants, and we identified them not as perpetrators,
but as victims. These are children who were recruited
unfortunately and they were victims rather than
perpetrators.

As of 22" of October, 2012, the number of persons
including 594 LTTE child soldiers who have been
rehabilitated and reintegrated into society is 11,012. Now,
this is a formidable achievement. Of the approximately
12,000 persons identified as ex-combatants and provided
rehabilitation, as of 22" of October, 2012, only 782
beneficiaries are undergoing rehabilitation and 262 are
continued to be looked after. So, this is once again, Sir, a
formidable achievement, which we are justifiably proud
of, because what we want to do is to restore economic
activity in the North and the East.

Now, | would like to state for the record the
impressive economic growth targets that have been
achieved in the North and the East since the end of the
conflict. At the end of last year, the growth rate was 8 per
cent. The economic growth rate in the North alone was
22 per cent. So, you can just imagine the potential that is
there and the potential that is being realized so that the
entire country benefits as a result of peace being returned
to those areas. This year, Sir, economic growth is
estimated to be 27 per cent in the North and the East. The
rest of the country has had to face a slight adjustment in
terms of the growth rate that we achieved last year. |
think what is estimated is just below 7.5 per cent at the
end of the year; once again because of external factors
and this has had an impact. We are not a country that is
not dealing with the international community. There are
trade relations that have to be maintained and we have, of
course, suffered as a result of the economic downturn
internationally. But, yet, an impressive growth rate will
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be achieved at the end of this year despite the fact that
there is an international economic downturn that a lot of
countries, especially countries in our sub-region have
been experiencing.

The other fact that | want to state for the record is, we
are interested and committed to looking at accountability.
One of the questions that was put forward to me when |
was in Geneva last year week was, “Are you looking at
accountability?” Yes. We are looking at accountability
and that is why we have put into place the Lessons Learnt
and Reconciliation Commission. The Report was received
by His Excellency the President and he took the bold step
of releasing it immediately through this very Parliament
to the general public.

A Task Force spearheaded by the Secretary to His
Excellency the President has been appointed. An Action
Plan has been prepared, and we are now in the process of
implementing the Action Plan.

Gos06t) BIEn®a
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you have only one more minute.

@G O8sie ©@38-» Owmn
(orenrLyfl@ warlbs Fwrdsis)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
I am winding up, Sir.

In addition to the LLRC Action Plan that is being
implemented by the Task Force, the Sri Lankan Army
has also set in place a Court of Inquiry and an Inquiry
Board to look into references that are made to the Sri
Lankan Army in this LLRC Report. They have identified
50 such references and are looking into each one of
these 50 incidents that have been reported. So, what else
does anyone want us to do in terms of accountability?

Of course, the Court of Inquiry has met on 30 different
occasions up to now and the report will be submitted to
the Commander of the Army and he, under the Sri Lankan
Army Act, will take the next step. If there is evidence and
if there are proven cases by this Court of Inquiry, then
certainly the next step of Court Martial or whatever else
that needs to be done will be done so that accountability
issues can also be looked into and perpetrators brought to
justice.

So, in summary Sir, what | wanted to establish was
that it was not an easy ride for our Government. His
Excellency the President fulfilled the task, uppermost in
the minds of the people of this country, to ensure the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of our nation and the
elimination of one of the worst forms of terrorism this
country has seen. Now, he is building on that and as |
said earlier, we have not stopped at eliminating terrorism.
We want to win the peace and to win the peace, economic
development has to be ushered into this country,

especially in the North and the East; people have to be
looked after and | express the hope that through this
Budget as well, we will be able to work even faster and
harder to ensure further growth in the conflict-affected
areas. Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
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@G 380 edm8-w» Svm

(oressrLfl@ Fefou Cresrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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(omressrLL0l@ FEI6IT S 6UT6IV (G 6U0T6U T 6wT)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order because he made a
reference to me.

BosrNctd BBIBn®

(semevenBTHIGL 2 MILILNESTT SyeuTdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.

@G 8857 ¢ Datd ReRDBWD Owmo

(oresrLyfl@ Fedlett & sumelv @ swreuGer)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
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Yot 06:t) 5IZn®

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNETT SjeuiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

He is making a correction. Okay, Hon. Member, you
can carry on with your speech.

@G 380 edm8-w» Svm

(oressrLfl@ Fefou Cresrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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8o "The Sunday Times" exdmed c®@e wecws’ edmo:
“A draft of this amendment is....”

The headline is, | quote:

“19th Amendment for new devolution package”
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Sir, it further states:

“A draft of this amendment is to be presented to a Parliamentary
Select Committee which the Government wants to appoint. ‘It is
up to the Tamil National Alliance to join. We will give it time.
Otherwise we will have to go ahead,” Economic Development
Minister Basil Rajapaksa told the Sunday Times.”

G85006:8) O5IEn®

(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi jeuideir)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.

@S 5389 eudm8.» Swm

(wrenrLyfl@ Hefou Cresrdlbis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouiTd6ir)
(The Presiding Member)
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@G 8857 ¢ Datd ReRDBWD Owmo

(oresrLyfl@ Fedlstt & sumrelv @ swreuger)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
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@S 5389 eudm8.» Sum

(wrenryfl@ Hefou Cresrdlmbis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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I quote:

"(The writer is a New Delhi-based journalist-author and
strategic analyst. This paper appears in South Asia Analysis
Group as paper No. 5261. South Asia Analysis Group is a non-
profit, non-commercial think-tank.)"
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I quote:

“Prabath’s mainstay is said to be Dilshan Wickremasinghe
(38). He is the son of the President’s brother-in-law, Nishantha
Wickremasinghe, who is also the Chairman of Sri Lankan
Airlines.

Dilshan is CEO of Asset Networks (Pvt) Ltd. and Asset
International, both subsidies of Prabath’s Asst. Holdings Pvt
Ltd.

Chinese Projects .....”
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@0 8.8. sor ydon®id Sumo
(oreworyfl@ o1..F. 256 LagLuGLomT)
(The Hon. A.P. Jagath Pushpakumara)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

§oe52005:8) @IE®
(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliiesi Sj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

He has already finished his time.

@G 380 eudmB-» Swmo
(orerfl@ Fefou Crerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Then, I will conclude my speech.

Gos06t) B5IEn®a

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DIINesTi SjouTser)

(The Presiding Member)

Anyway, Hon. Jagath Pushpakumara, what is your
point of Order?

@0 8.8. sor ydump®ic dume

(wrenrfl@ o118, @298 YeipuGLomy)

(The Hon. A.P. Jagath Pushpakumara)
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@G 380 eudmB-» Swmo

(orerfl@ Fefou Crerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

06 0@mEc B AR BusIm.

§oe52005:8) @IE®

(pewevewGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

I call the next speaker, Hon.
Abeywardena.

Mahinda Yapa

@0 389 eudnB» Bvmo
(revsrLll@ Fefou Crerdlnias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
s 0@imuale?

@G 8857 ¢ Datd ReRdEDD Owmn

(oressrLLll@ FEI6IT S 6uT6IV G 6uToU T G6wT)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

PDEBID RINSD 0D Died. 0D sWBeRS ©WIwBd
o5 DOm0, 0O B OB e vvedds 95 WO
DYy By O
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o0 O8sle win geddiRdEm Ovwm (B
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(wrewryllg waMlbgs wriur HCueuTHeT - HWHESTLIL
S| EDLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena - Minister of

Agriculture)

G060 OO OTIEROB, gl dfes HBm sWeed
-[@000 BBO] ®ed mmcsd ozier’ FERiwmnGd ©d;
OSIEROB. 0®m 50O,

w506 O5IFn®
(pewevenwGTHRIGL 2 mliilesi jeuider)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you carry on.

@G O8xie woen gedDERND Bwmo

(orerflg wanlbs wriinr Gueuiger)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)

®ed EB goenD) NEE HOMD. O & Br0d e¢m
81596 5.

w506 O5IFn®

(BewevenwGTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

RD®0E mike & BedsTeost. R D HOsTD. &
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@S 98si¢ woen gedDERD Owmn

(oresryfl@ wanlpbg wriiir GLeuiiger)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)

Gow0Gie) ©0 OEROB, 0®m »HBS WIBIB. [P
BBO] S WOIery ©mewe®¢? [ BBO] 0B
DHODBIB.

BosrNctd BBIB®

(sewevenHTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sy6uTdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! You have already spoken, Hon.
Senasinghe. Please do not disturb others. [Interruption.]

$OBR® S OB, [P BIO]

@G 98si¢ woen gedDERD Owmn

(oresryfl@ wamlpbg wriiir GLeuiiger)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)
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(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)
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@G ©8vI¢ woen gedOIRD Bwm

(orevsryfl@ wamlbg wrtiur SGueuigenr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)

o0 980 odmBw VIR, »sIed OB
eOxY®). »YBNsTeE D WO 9O .

Gos06t) B5IEn®a

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DIINesTi SjeuTser)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Please do not disturb the Business of
the House. - [Interruption.]

@G ©8vI¢ woen gedDIRD Bwm
(orevsryfl@ wamlbg wrtiur SGueuigenr)
(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)

[Crwmed ¢ 858 9O o & ]
[y gBlrrFers s 1_swearLiy yEmmLILIL BoTend]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Ded ®; OB, [Pt BEO]

§oe5205:8) @IE S0

(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 MmiliilesTi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

You have spoken for 50 minutes, Hon. Senasinghe.
Please do not disturb the Business of the House.

@0 @Bsie warn geddERH dvm
(wrenryflg walpgs wriiur Gueuiger)
(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)
He took 10 minutes off my time.

@G 380 eudm 8- Swm
(orenTfl@ Fefou Crardmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Gos06t) B5IEn®a
(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILINesTi SjouTs6r)
(The Presiding Member)

He has just started his speech.

@G 380 eudmB-» Swmo
(orerfl@ Fefou Crerdlmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, | am on a point of Order.

Ge5006:8) OsIE 0@

(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuideir)

(The Presiding Member)

There is no point of Order. Let him speak. He has not
spoken anything yet.

@0 389 eudnB» Bvmo
(revsrLll@ Fefou Crerdlnias)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, I am on a point of Order.

Gotsz0:t) @IE2®
(seweVenSTHIGL 2 ILILNGTT Sj6uTs6T)
(The Presiding Member)

What is your point of Order?

@S 5389 eudm8-» Swum

(wrenrLyfl@ Hefou Cresrdlbis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena mentioned my
name. That is why | replied to him.

Yo 06t) O5IZn®

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjeuiTd6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Okay. Hon. Minister, you can speak now. That whole
episode is over now. You carry on, Hon. Minister.

@S 98si¢ woen gedDERD Owmn
(oresoryfl@ wanlpbg wriiir Gueuiiger)
(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)
I should be given my time.

Yoe506: O5IFn®

(BewevenwGTHRIGL 2 mliilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

You are a very good Minister. Please start your
speech.

@G O8xie woen gedDERND Bwmo

(orerflg wanlbs wriinr Gueuiger)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)
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@G 380 edm8-w» Svm

(oressrLfl@ Fefou Cresrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

a8 em 0siery ¢Bwl. RARNOTE an vsTes’ ewId
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@0 O85Y¢ woesn gedDER Owm

(wrewryfl@ wamlpbg wriiir Cueuiger)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)

g 208 »nP¥onsiedd :iB 0dc Beadm yadme.
DPIeNsTeE 098 OC @B M HOB Vew® Hood.

BosrNctd BBIB®

(semevenSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT SyeuTdeir)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Senasinghe, please have a cup of tea and come.
That will do you a lot of good.

@G O85T¢ woesn gedDER Owm

(wrewryfl@ wamlpbg wriiir Cueuiger)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)
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@G 380 eudmB-» Swmo
(orerfl@ Fefou Crerdlmis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

§oe5205:8) @IES0

(pewevewGTHRIGL 2 MmililesTi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

What is your point of Order? Did you not go for tea?

@0 @85Te ot geddFRL Dvm

(rewsryfl@ wamlbg wrtiur S Gueuigeur)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)

GRowonGi) ©0; OEROB, 0On® ©® ©dr WO
@500 WO,

Gos06t) B5IEn®a
(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DIINesTi SjeuTser)
(The Presiding Member)

Let me hear him.

@G 380 eudm 8- Swm

(orenTfl@ Fefou Crardmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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Gos06t) B5IE @

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DIINesTi SjouTser)

(The Presiding Member)

He is only making a correction. Please go ahead, Hon.
Minister.

@G 98si¢ woen gedDERD Owmn

(oresryfl@ wanlpbg wriiir GLeuiger)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena)
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair,
and THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN took the Chair.

[3.01 p.m]
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha)

The Budget Speech delivered last week, Mr. Presiding
Member, lays down a range of imaginative and
constructive policies and it is an honour for me to support
them. The hallmark of great liberal governments at a time
of social change was the pursuit of reforms that promoted
opportunities for all, and this is the basic principle behind
the proposals made in the Budget Speech. Amongst those
of immense importance are the commitment to promote
school enrolment among low income families and the
determination to improve transport facilities for this
purpose. Twinning this with mechanisms to ensure
connectivity to market places is symptomatic of the
understanding that social services must also aim at
empowerment, not simply handouts.

It is also important that healthcare services be
extended. | have noted the comparative excellence of the
Ministry of Health in not just restoring, but also
improving services in areas affected by conflict. The
concern that the Budget Speech makes clear for
expanding such services to areas in need is most
welcome, and also the understanding of the need for
people's participation in improving conditions, as
exemplified in the proposal to intensify knowledge-
sharing programmes on child nutrition. In this regard, the
development of the dairy industry is a timely step, and |
hope the strides made in this regard over the last couple
of years will be taken further. The same applies with
regard to poultry farming and recent emphasis on this,
and the concerted efforts made through the Divineguma
initiative, provide a model of policy innovations carried
out with practical efficiency.

With regard to the livestock industry, I am glad that
the innovations of the late Hon. Savumiamoorthy
Thondaman are remembered, and the collapse of that
initiative is evident of the need to ensure policy
continuity, whatever the political compulsions of
individuals or governments. On a related issue, let me, on
a personal note, thank His Excellency for recognizing the
practical work done by the Sabaragamuwa University
with regard to artificial insemination, and hope that
agriculture faculties nationwide will adopt a similar
creative approach in research and teaching.
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I hope, Mr. Presiding Member, that we will see similar
commitment on the part of other research organizations
also to other areas in which the budget targets
innovations. Forestry and environment conservation are
vital in the context of rapid development, and the
resources that the Budget provides must be supplemented
by the many institutions the Government funds for
scientific research. The same, I need hardly say, goes for
the development of alternative energy sources. In this
regard, mention of gliricidia cultivation is welcome, and |
hope that we can ensure that agencies working on
livelihood projects in the North provide some assistance
in these areas. | should record in this regard, Mr.
Presiding Member, the ready support of the Japanese
government for such useful work, and | hope the
programmes that they support through the Gandhi Centre,
with their emphasis on empowerment of rural
communities, can be replicated elsewhere too.

I need hardly add, Mr. Presiding Member, that
emphasis on agriculture is vital, given the need for food
security. The attention given to fisheries and aquatic
resources is most welcome, and | must congratulate the
Ministry of Fisheries on the support it has provided to
fishermen nationwide, despite the difficulties of the post-
war situation and the continuing incursion of fishermen
from India. Problems in this regard, and efforts by some
in the South too, who had not worked in the area
previously, to take advantage of the difficulties of those in
the North who are trying to get back to their traditional
occupations, are constantly raised at divisional level
meetings, but there is universal appreciation of the
sympathy and support of the Minister in promoting fair
settlements.

The support given to inland fisheries reminds me, Mr.
Presiding Member, of the seminal work done in this
regard by His Excellency the President when he was
given the portfolio of fisheries, which was a subject with
which | assume he was thought to be unfamiliar. | recall
at the time remarking on energy he devoted to the subject,
and introduced the innovations and, as with the
backsliding with regard to livestock development, it was a
pity that what he achieved then was not built on. | hope
the current commitment will help us make up for lost
time. In this regard, the programmes initiated to develop
fish ponds in the North are another achievement that
should be recognized.

With regard to agriculture, it should be recognized
that, despite the difficulties caused by the drought this
year, progress in the North has been fantastic since
resettlement began, and this is appreciated by local
communities. At the same time, this should be
accompanied by skills training, as was noted by a lady in
Musali who mentioned the need for training in marketing.
I hope, threfore, that the welcome encouragement of
small enterprises is accompanied also by training in
marketing and entrepreneurship  development, in

particular for value addition for agricultural products.
Since | hope to speak later on Education at the
Committee Stage Discussion, | will not say much in this
regard, except to note the crucial need, as registered in
the Budget Speech, to do much more with regard to
human resource development.

Given the importance of agriculture, Mr. Presiding
Member, | welcome the support provided for irrigation. |
hope very much that the Ministry ensures consultation of
farming communities, and proper follow-up and
maintenance with regard to the various projects that have
been and will be implemented.

I have written a couple of letters in this regard on the
basis of worries expressed by farmers in the Eastern as
well as the Northern Provinces, and | hope the Minister
will ensure swift attention to the problems mentioned.
Though, of course, decisions must be made by the
technical experts in the Ministry, it is vital that affected
communities are consulted and kept informed of the
progress. One difficulty in ensuring this, | suppose, is that
responsibility is exercised at different levels, which is
why we must ensure better coordination between
Central and Provincial Ministries. | hope that the
structural changes needed to ensure this will be
implemented  swiftly, with the needs of local
communities, and their right to be consulted and
informed, being the key factors that administrative
reforms should fulfil.

I am delighted, Sir, that the question of devolution
should have been discussed in a Budget Speech, because
for too long we have been dealing in this regard with
dogma that takes account of neither financial nor
practical realities. | believe that reform is perfectly
possible within the framework of the current
Constitution, provided we work on the principle of
subsidiarity, which was the basis on which the Liberal
Party first promoted devolution, when discourse on the
subject was dominated by those committed to domination
of geographical areas by one ethnic group or the other.

The simple fact that governance should be about
people, not about the power of politicians, has been
forgotten for too long, and | hope we can work rather on
the principle of uniform National Policy - which the
Constitution lays down as applying to all subjects -
developed through consultation of all interests, along
with implementation through units that can best promote
the interests of the people within them. In this regard, |
welcome the move to develop the potential of local
authorities, and 1 hope the current responsibilities they
fulfil are expanded to ensure more precise attention to
basic needs. Health and nutrition, education and training,
roads and transport, are best understood and promoted at
local levels, in conformity, of course, with policies and
programmes developed at national and provincial level.
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Efficiency and effectiveness demand that duplication
should be avoided, and responsibilities must be clearly
defined. The financial savings that this would ensure are
considerable. At the same time, we should apply the
same principle to the central government too and work
towards reducing the number of Ministries as well as
Government Departments, since these are not only an
unnecessary burden on the people whose taxes fund them,
but also on officials who often do not act because
responsibilities are divided. This has been a problem, Mr.
Presiding Member, in the effort to expedite
implementation of the National Human Rights Action
Plan, and | am sure those in charge of implementing the
LLRC Action Plan have the same problem. | am glad in
this regard that the Budget Speech pays due attention to
the aspect of developmental needs.

The stress placed on training and human resource
development for the Police is most welcome. For years |
have argued that our armed forces in general behaved
with exemplary decency in the midst of a war against
terrorism of vicious intensity, but the same could not
always be said of the police. In the last couple of years,
however, | have noted increasing professionalism on the
part of the police and the enormously positive attitudes to
them now of the people | meet at Divisional Secretariat
meetings in the North and East are testimony to the
change that has taken place. The police, in general, do a
commendable job in difficult circumstances, and the
commitment not only to improving their capacity, but to
giving them decent conditions to work, is timely.

The commitment also to fast track the reconciliation
process is welcome, though | would also suggest that
some funding should be devoted to ensuring that the good
work done is communicated systematically. The website
of the Peace Secretariat, along with the website of our
Mission in Geneva, helped to refute unfair allegations
during the period of conflict, and we must ensure that all
our Missions have websites with similar communicative
capacity in a context in which we are still victims of
unfair allegations. For this purpose a dedicated website
should be developed in Sri Lanka, and | hope the
Presidential Secretariat will be provided with both
financial and human resources to do this.

Finally, Mr. Presiding Member, whilst congratulating
His Excellency on the range and relevance of the
initiatives outlined, 1 should strike a cautionary note in
registering the need to establish mechanisms to ensure
implementation of these excellent ideas. Last year, |
remember welcoming the suggestions with regard to
Prison Reform, but unfortunately very little was done in
this regard. | appreciate the efforts of the Ministry in this
regard, but concerted action was needed, in particular
with regard to sentencing policy, but coordination in this
regard did not take place. The tragedy that took place last

Friday at Welikada suggests that when good ideas are
advanced, they should be implemented quickly. Then, I
can only hope that the good ideas in this Budget Speech
are implemented swiftly, efficiently and efficaciously.

Thank you.

[a.%0. 3.12]
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@S BCECN gREWICE BHISw
(wraryflg (Fmws) swsT j551CHTT)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Yot 06:t) 5IZn®

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjeuiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

00 OEnBwB, el RIBwed point of Order
om?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale)
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[3.30 p.m.]

®35 8. 30D 205T Dz

(LomessTL 0@ FF. FirevewTLIGUEHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Hon. Presiding Member, this Budget, on the whole, is
meant for development other than in the Northern part of
this country. | want a clear picture as to whether
"Mahinda Chintana" is going to be the "Wonder of Asia"
without the North or with the North? The entire Budget
submitted to us reveals certain points which are
indications. Last year, the budget allocation for the
Provincial Councils was Rs.132 billion. It is the same this
time. But, one could note that the Capital Expenditure
last year was Rs. 31 billion and this year it is only Rs.14
billion. Everyone is aware that without Capital
Expenditure, you cannot make revenues. More
concentration is given towards certain other items than
creating revenue.

Why | said that the North part of Sri Lanka is
completely ignored is because there is a special allocation
of Rs. 60 billion given to other districts but nothing to the
North. In fact, the whole world is aware that the Northern
part of Sri Lanka is a war-torn area and it needs special
attention by the Government. All sectors should be equal.
That is education, health et cetera. But instead, the
allocation to the defence is very high. You cannot
compare it with the other allocations. | could see that the
Ministry of Economic Development has not even got one
third of it.

The allocation for defence is Rs. 289 billion. Last
year, it was Rs. 230 billion. Every year, it has been
increasing. For which Ministry is allocation needed
today? | do not understand the logic behind it. How are
we going to become, in six years’ time, the “Wonder of
Asia”? It is something that is not possible, I could see it.

Other than that, from the allocations submitted, |
could see that Rs. 5,000 million would be allocated to
three universities, one of which is the Jaffna University. |
should say at this point, that especially in the case of the
Jaffna University, today, people have lost faith in its Vice
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-Chancellor, Ms. Vasanthy Arasaratnam, a highly-
intellectual personality. She is depending on the Minister,
Hon.Douglas Devananda, and all advices are sought from
him. In fact, the Deans or the entire Senate is against her.
Not only that, she makes visits to the Minister’s office
and he summons the officials of the top educational
institution there. | want the Hon. Minister of Higher
Education to make note of it. In one incident, all the
Deans were summoned and questioned. It was a very ugly
scene. The entire Council is politicized and decisions are
taken according to the Minister’s wish. So, | do not know
to what extent that big allocation would be used in a
fruitful manner. Therefore, the Hon. Minister of Higher
Education must make note of it and rectify this as quickly
as possible.

The other point | wish to make here is, when they
allocate Rs. 130 billion for the provincial councils, it is
not clear, proportionately, how much is going to be
allocated for the North because the Governor is also
working according to the Minister’s wishes. | am going to
give more information at the Committee Stage
Discussion, not at this point.

Out of the 335 Pradeshiya Sabhas in Sri Lanka, only
12 Municipal Councils get an income of Rs. 100 million.
But, at this point, the Jaffna Municipal Council maybe the
only Council which has a budget deficit. If you take its
cadre, they have an excess. Four hundred people have
been employed and they are supporters of the EPDP.
They have even drawn the fixed deposits in the banks to
pay the salaries.

They have not finalized it yet. The workers of the
labour category and various other workers mainly do all
types of jobs for the political party as well as the officers
and the Mayor, and in their houses. So, this has to be
noted. They have got temporary staff and are paying -

o0 8FedeY gcasidsT Owmn
(revsrLil@ FevBeusivglil yevedTaIl6tT)
(The Hon. Silvastrie Alantin)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Gos06t) B5IEn®a

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 IS Sj6uTs6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

o6 B0 gcasidsT @wmn

(omevorLyfl@ AsvBousiv g ojsvssTMl6HT)
(The Hon. Silvastrie Alantin)
Qazserrey 2 miifleri  euisst  surey  GlFveys
S L SgiLer FhubsLLL L el whissners sallidg FLfigLd
o milifleriser  sTeTmID  yewwdFFi  stermid @GO (HF
FOUBSLOVOTS el whissT G TLiTuTE: 2 e»rwrHDlds
Q& reTIg (FEHSSTHTT.  jeur WTPLILITERT WTHET Fewiulley
@ prineuiser ete0Geur o FFLTIgLT o myliflesriser eTedTLIg)
Gumrevd GlFmeLs0l5: 0% TassTIg (h ST, 5Ceu, @)susurm

sewsliugl sallissiiuL. Cous@Bid. sure CFsveyds Hi L 1b
Qariirursts GusabsTey, ewsliupmlls CusGsussrBHiGL
Quirflwé FbubsLlLeVTs alllwhbiseerts LUDPE SHendbdsd
Fn LTS,

G200 BBIF®

(BewevenGTHRIGL 2 Ml lesri jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Bleweoullwmh s Lewearsens@ alCrrgwrasls Cuduilmb

BTV, jemeu QDTFIL. M HensulledBbgl s ILEID.

o6 BEe0Y qcisidst ®wmo

(omessrLyfl@ HsBeousiv gt jsvssTalsir)

(The Hon. Silvastrie Alantin)

Qasarrey emevewgThIGL 2 miliileri HeuisGer, Seui
@ gewwsFmrt upplud Seurg sl Asvwls uppluyd
Caemauuilsvevrs aflLwnbissmerts GLFd6ls ety (HasleTmmi.

®07 8. 83008057 Dm0

(LomessrLyL0)@ FF. FreuewTLIGUSHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

I do not think he has understood what | said. What |
say is, the Hon. Minister is intruding into all affairs. That
is what | mean. He must understand that. 1 have not
accused him directly.

Sir, they are paying almost Rs. 8 million for the
temporary staff. Therefore, last time, the budget of the
Jaffna Municipal Council was in deficit. It is also not
transparent, | must mention. In fact, the North is virtually
under the control, with the blessings of the Government, |
suppose the Minister.

The other thing we have got to take note of is that
nearly 3,000 people who were rehabilitated were given
jobs by the armed forces in Mullaitivu. It is almost five
weeks now, but they have not paid anything to them. The
question arises as to why a civil work force of almost
3,000 people should work under an army. Also, a
question arises whether all the rehabilitated people are
going to be in this position. This practice makes the
people highly worried and the process of reconciliation is
going far beyond what is expected. | think you have to
develop better approaches to achieve the reconciliation
expected by the LLRC.

Now, apart from that, the President stated in his
Budget Speech, - this also has to be made clear to us, -
“..system is necessary to make devolution more
meaningful to our people”. Sixty years have gone and
does it mean that no meaningful solution has been found
up to now? | want to know what happened to the Hon.
(Prof.) Vitarana’s Report; there are so many other reports
also. How can you make everyone a fool? It is not fair.
The President further stated in his Budget Speech:
“Devolution should not be a political reform that will
lead us to separation but instead it should be one that
unifies all of us”. Of course, if you devolve power and
you recognize the minorities as equal citizens of yours,
then reconciliation is very easy.
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@0 B eseldh Ovmn (Bedn dBw 0D 0

90 302> g@amsn®)

(oreworyLfl@ gevrer QuGrrm - Qeusflbri B GeusnsveuTiiliL

parg; @aflliL], HVGRTTIOL|EDS SjeDLOFEIT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment

Promotion and Welfare)

Hon. Member, there were times when the TNA said
that the Thirteenth Amendment should be thrown into the
dustbin. | have the paper-cutting with me. Your
Parliamentary  Group Leader said, "Thirteenth
Amendment should be thrown into the dustbin”. Even
then, we said, “No, Thirteenth Amendment must be
there”.

@3 8. 83008D5T Owmo
(LomenTLyL0@ FF. FreuewTLIGSHT)
(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)
Why did they say so?

©5 BE eselc ®vm

(oreryfl@ evrssr QuGrym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Because you were scared of the LTTE. The LTTE was
holding the guns onto your heads and saying, “Throw that
into the dustbin”. That is the truth.

@3 8. 83008D5T Owmo

(LomenTLyL0)@ FF. FrevuewTLIGSHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

No. They said so because the expected devolution was
not there. Therefore, we want more devolution. That is
why the bilateral talks -

®©0 BT eseld vm

(ressryLfl@ 1gevmesr GQUGTyT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Today, you are saying that you want the Thirteenth.
But, at that time you said that you do not want the
Thirteenth because the LTTE was holding their guns onto
your heads. When you said, “Throw the Thirteenth
Amendment into the dustbin”, we said, “No, we want the
Thirteenth Amendment”. | have the paper-cutting with
me.

®©0 8. 300258303 Dz

(LomevsTL L0 FF. FIrevewTLIGUEHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Okay. In that case, forget about the Thirteenth. Why
do you want to abolish it and go for another one? You can
come out with your devolution package.

©F B esedc ®vm
(orenryfl@ qevresr QuUGTyT)
(The Hon. Dilan Perera)
Nobody wants to abolish it.

®0 8. 30025803 Dz

(LomessTL L0 FF. FrevewTLIGEHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

What about the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa and the
Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka?

®C BT eseddh ®vm

(wrenryflg gevresr QuGTym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Now they are saying, “Throw the Thirteenth into the
dustbin”. Those days you said, “Throw the Thirteenth
into the dustbin.” Whether you say it or somebody else
says it, nobody can throw it into the dustbin so easily
now.

@G 8857 ¢ Datd ReRDIWD Owmo

(omesrLyfl@ Fedlstt & sumelv @ swreuGer)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Hon. Member, the TNA can join the Parliamentary
Select Committee and discuss what you want to - we
have discussed this for over one and a half years - and
decide from there.

Yot 06:t) 5IZn®

(semevenSTHRIGL 2 DILILNETT SjouiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have to decide whether you want
to continue with this debate or continue to speak.

@G 8857 ¢ Datd ReRDEDD Owmn

(oressrLL0l@ FEI6IT B 6uT6NV (G 6uToU T G6wT)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Even the Hon. Member in the Chair agrees with what
| said.

®07 8. 83008057 Dm0

(LomessrLy 0@ FF. FrevewTLIGUSHT)
(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)
Sir, | want to continue with my speech.

®C BT eseldd ®vm

(wrenryflg gevresr QuGTym)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. According to the
Standing Orders, if an Hon. Member is on his feet, we
can get permission from him and then interrupt him.

B osrctd BBIBn®
(sewevenHTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sy6uTdeir)
(The Presiding Member)

If he concedes, yes.

®©G BEs? eneld ®om

(rewryfl@ 1gevmresr GQuUGTyT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

He conceded, Sir. It is not proper for you to say, “Do
not concede”.

BosrNctd BBIB®
(sewevenSTHIGL 2 MILILNGTT SyeuTdeir)
(The Presiding Member)

I just reminded him that it is his time.

®35 8. 30052053 Dz

(LomessTL 0@ FF. FirevewTLIGUEHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Sir, | will continue with my speech. Since this topic
has cropped up, | have to say something in return.
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The bloodshed of the Tamils and their sustained
struggles made the Indian Government pressurize the Sri
Lankan Government to bring in the Thirteenth
Amendment in the hope that it would, to some extent,
fulfil the legitimate aspirations of the Tamils whose
struggle was and is for their fundamental rights to be
restored to them. The repudiation of the Banda-Chelva
Pact and the unceremonial repudiation of Dudley-Chelva
Pact brought home to the Tamils a message that Sinhala
Leaders were not and are not inclined to consider and
implement the proposal of an actual devolution of power.

The Thirteenth Amendment was brought with the
support, the blessings and on the instigation of the Central
Government of India. Now, the senior Ministers of the Sri
Lankan Government and the Defence Secretary speak
about the repeal, nay the withdrawal of the Thirteenth
Amendment which does not promise the Tamils but offers
only some solutions to the perpetuated problem for which
an armed struggle was launched and several thousands of
lives and properties of the Tamils were wantonly
destroyed. Now, Tamil Nation stands denuded of their
rights while the reckless destruction of lives and
properties bear no fruit save successive disappointments,
despair and despondency of what the future of the Tamil
nation would be.

History has it on record that it was India which was
behind the Tamil youth and that India was behind the
total destruction of the armed struggle now. When the
Ministers belonging to the Sri Lankan Government, the
Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, the Hon. Patali Champika
Ranawaka and others speak of the immediate withdrawal
of the Thirteenth Amendment, the Indian Government
maintains a discreet silence over this issue. Such a silence
makes the Tamils have the hunch that it is India which is
behind this move also. It is a suspicion which nobody can
claim unfair or unreasonable because the Tamils have an
excruciating experience of what India did and continues
to do. They are determined to thwart their struggle for our
rights as we are the protagonists of our own cause, which
is the restoration of our rights that are cunningly denied
to us.

We do feel that we have the right to ask the Central
Government of India to disabuse our minds of the
suspicion that we have by doing things in an honest
manner without playing the dual role of speaking of a
solution to the ethnic issue while patting on the shoulders
of those in power in Sri Lanka to carry on what they have
decided to do, whether their moves militate against the
legitimate aspiration of the Tamils or not. We genuinely
expect the Central Government of India to play a decisive
role in a bid to find an amicable and enduring solution to
the most vexed ethnic issue without any further dilly-
dallying in the process.

@0 eS8 5.80.98. 308 Owmn
(omressTL 0@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. HysVV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

G oesm200:d OBIF®
(BeweVemGTHRIGL 2 Ml esri Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

What is the point of Order?

@0 eaC®d &.00.008. 8ed08 Swmn

(omesTLyfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Member, | would like to ask you whether you
are expressing the official view of the Party as far as the
Indian Government is concerned, because they have gone
and met the Indian leaders and come back? Are you
voicing their sentiments?

G200 BBIF®

(BewevewGTHRIGL 2 Ml lesri Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order. But, Hon. Member, if
you like you can reply.

®0 8. 83008057 Dm0

(LomessrLy L)@ FF. FreuewTLIGUSHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Today, the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa and the Hon.
Champika Ranawaka resort to legal action to get the
Thirteenth Amendment annulled in the same manner they
dismantled the amalgamations. The North-East merger
was dismantled by the former Chief Justice Sarath N.
Silva. | take this opportunity to say, it is in the hands of
the Government to extend their magnanimity towards us
to make us trust that the reconciliation process could
continue. Instead, Government Ministers like the Hon.
Wimal Weerawansa and the Hon. Champika Ranawaka,
we could see everyday that the newspapers carry what
they say. It is appearing even in today’s newspapers. The
people are disturbed. The Tamil people think that they
will never get anything.

©0 gCd &.00.008. 308 Swmn
(oressrLLfl@ S|VADTE 67.6Td.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Who told you?

®S7 8. 8860258057 Dm0

(omesorLyLfl@ FF. FreuewTLIGUGHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

It is in the newspapers - [Interruption.] Hon. Member,
I do not want to say like the Hon. Sumanthiran,] that
there is card pack or something like that. But, | am telling
the facts.

@G 8857 ¢ Datd ReRDEDD Owm

(oressrLLll@ FEIl6IT & 6uT6IV (G 6uToU T G6wT)

(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

That is exactly the position. That is why this problem
cannot be solved because there is a fundamental division
in the Tamil National Alliance - [Interruption.]

w506 O5IFn®

(BewevenwGTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please do not disturb. He has got only
one more minute.
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@3 8. 8360805 Owmo

(LomenTLyL0)@ FF. FrevuewTLIGSHT)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Please let me speak. | am not accusing you -
[Interruption.] This Hon. Member always disturbs and
takes the other Member's time. He does that not only to
me but to everybody.

Finally, 1 appeal to all the Hon. Members of the
Government to go forward towards finding avenues for a
proper solution and bring reconciliation.

Thank you.

[a.®0. 3.50]
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - Deputy Minister of

Construction, Engineering Services, Housing and Common

Amenities)
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees
will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. R. YOGARAJAN left the Chair and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Deputy Minister, please wind up your speech
now.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

R0, ®In®s 3.50 p.m. start weo. Now, it is 4.05 p.m.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Ven.) Rathana Thero. o©c;
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Ven.) Rathana Thero, please wind up now.
Your time is over.
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(The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero)
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(ewdsefler Lrsls salsrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani
Bandara Jayasinghe.

@6 48 m®d Bwmo

(wrenrfl@ Sjedld Gorr)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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Beawades 20 ewisBn®o
(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?

@0 ¢81 m®J Owmo
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Leader of the Oppositioned Office demsd @<y list
vort RIRDed B® wewsy Doy B O Bw VSO
DD ¢TI VBWDR BT

@6 48 S Bwmo

(orerfle ojedld Gorr)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(swsseaflsr Urdls salleFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am sorry; time is limited. You have to speak to the
Leader of the Opposition because we cannot allot time for
you.

@G ¢85 @8 Owmo

(orewrfl@ Sjefls @omr)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(ewssafsr UNrdls sallereri ojeuiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara, you may commence
your speech.
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(oresrLfl@ (suswr.) 95517608 W rHer CHrir)

(The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero)
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(ewsseiler Lrgls saillsrari Sjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I will refer this matter to the Hon. Speaker. He will
decide on it.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara Jayasinghe)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA

WEERAKKODY] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Roshan Ranasinghe)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi - Minister of

Technology and Research)
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It being 6.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood

adjourned.
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It being 6.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned Parliament
without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 6.30 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
14th November, 2012, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 25th
October, 2012.






1.8,

o®® Dmed @D Geenw ¢wl ORB BOCE mE wr T ¢BOm 88 O535sT O BOvnna eom BO10E me ¢n
30w O 8 8E0 Ce 9190, BOum 8 @¢eBun 0509300 W 2¥ed wotfmidm 00n Crean 0 O8® Y.

Gy

o mtifleri @muglt ugiilh QFiwel By b Lewy Smsshismenrs swg Lrduilsd Cseaflleursd @pPlsg semertl Lilsnip
FwpssiuLrsg Ulrgl flewL_s5 @) eurrhisEher anereFrl ugiurdflumse @ 9eiliLge Caussnt(hib.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to be Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of
receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



20 e : 8Be®xIn B8Da¢ DaEmOE Dab8m ¢awm B dr. 21788, BOunmt enxsid oB3® gdaxs
5O 0570 G1. 18.158. mesiE ©ednd 61 2.508. ezne® 6, Bogsm, o@m8 ©d, g 102,
8Bwi0 0o B8EeE d¥eod ymanz bvrned gldmb8 0dn ©9:® DEBwH® e ®Y

30 0 yO® vwm e cvdh 988 Dived wmTOW E 1 8D Dl CROD WB®.
BuBm oyt 8530 905 CAD um 9CE® 81 ©6 ®E) eBNE1ED.

FHST ; ANSTFTL HFHTT SPlEensulstt suLThs Fhar chur 2,178. ansirerl sesflifrg) esur 18.15. gsurm
Qgevey epum 2.50. aupLThHS FHST WPHLRTLOTS SIS WL F&T, rarTms Cleuaflufl L sjeusvsid, @s. 102,
DwdAnf s 191 1b, uTwsiTsemL afFl, meriiuenet, Qareoy 6 ereorn allvTesdnE el Lrdssmeard

QubmIdGsrerarevrid. speuGsurgressrBd Hououi 30 b CHBd @ (LpsdT Fhb TLiLIGwTLD
etiuiuL Geussir(Qb. Lilbdld SlewL @1 Fih T 61 680T680TLILIBI%H 6T
THMISCISTeTaT ILIL DT LT,

Subscriptions : The annual subscription for Official Report of Hansard is Rs. 2,178. A single copy of Hansard is available for
Rs. 18.15. (Postage Rs. 2.50) Copies can be obtained by remitting in advance an annual subscription fee to the
SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, No. 102,Piyasiri Building, Pamankada Road,
Kirulapone, Colombo 6. The fee should reach him on or before November 30 each year .

Late applications for subscriptions will not be accepted.

& Gomn dbed Yoow 0clne®@sIned Geamw mom c&.



