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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE
HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
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(@) @eTCme, srsir?

asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:

@)

Is he aware that in accordance with the principles
in the National Involuntary Re-settlement Policy
(NIRP) which was approved by the Cabinet in

May 2001;

(i) the involuntary resettlements are
implemented only if it is unavoidable;

(i) selecting relocation sites, livelihood

(iii)

(iv)

compensation and development options are
determined after full consultation of
information of affected people;

either providing replacement land or paying
cash in lieu of compensation is done

considering lost land, structures and
livelihoods;
compensation for whole land is paid

promptly at replacement values;
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() ()

people having no documented title to land
receive fair and just treatment; and

(i) affected people are assisted to re-establish
and facilitated to improve quality of life?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) the instances along with the
implementing agencies where the
NIRP was adhered to within the
Colombo Municipal Council since
January, 2010; and

(if) whether the NIRP will be strictly
implemented in all municipalities,
urban centres and metropolitan cities?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(ii)

(iii)

awarded the contract to supply coal for the
Norachcholai Thermal Power Plant;

whether an accepted tender procedure has
been followed in awarding that contract;
and

if so, the names and addresses of the other
tenderers who submitted tenders to get that
contract?

Will he inform this House -

()

(i)

whether the aforesaid company, which
supplies coal, has been given the approval
of the Technical Assessment Committee
appointed by the Ministry of Power and
Energy; and

whether he will submit that assessment
certificate?

Will he state -

@)

(i)

(iii)

the date of commencement and the
effective period of the Agreement
pertaining to supply of coal;

the number of metric tons of coal supplied
from the commencement of the Agreement
up to October 2011; and

the actual requirement of coal for the
aforesaid period?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of External Affairs:
(@  Will he admit the facts that -

(i) a pledge was made by the Government at
the United Nations Human Rights Council
in 2006 to the effect that the Seventeenth
Amendment to the Constitution would be
further strengthened and the impediments to
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the implementation of the Seventeenth
Amendment would be removed;

(i) again in 2007 a pledge was made at the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Meeting
to implement the Seventeenth Amendment;

(iii)  the said pledge has been breached by the
nullification of the Seventeenth
Amendment through the promulgation of
the Eighteenth Amendment;

(iv) the breach of this pledge has resulted in the
credibility of the government being eroded
at the international arena; and

(v) this situation has put the country in
disgrace?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether the government
will take steps forthwith to implement the
Seventeenth Amendment and thereby setup
Independent Commissions as the need for
Independent Commissions has been recommended
by the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission and the Resolution of the United
Nations Human Rights Council on Sri Lanka?

(c) Ifnot, why?

00 Bewdi®E eseldh

Bewdes g@imsn@o)

(orenryflg BGwrwrey QuBrrr - QeuaflBTL L sYsusvgsi

Lrd oemwdei)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of External Affairs, |
answer Question No. 7 is as follows:

v (Beda @mOwn

@ (i) The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, the then
Minister of Disaster Management and
Human Rights, as the Head of the Sri
Lankan Delegation to the First Session of
the Human Rights Council in Geneva in
2006 informed the Human Rights Council -

HRC - as follows:

“Due to the present stalemate we are
experiencing with regard to the appointment
of the Constitutional Council, | wish to
inform that President Mahinda Rajapaksa
has decided to recommend to Parliament
the appointment of a multi-party
Parliamentary Select Committee with a
view to resolving the procedural
shortcomings and further strengthening the
democratic governance objectives of the
Seventeenth  Amendment to the
Constitution under which the Constitutional
Council was set up”.

As such, a multi-party body was established
to examine this issue.

(i) An Answer to that question does not arise
because there was no pledge made in 2007.

(iii) There was no pledge, nevertheless, the
democratic governance is an evolving
process. After obtaining the concurrence of
the Supreme Court with regard to the
consistency of the Bill with the
Constitution, Parliament as the supreme
body of democratic governance in the
country adopted the Eighteenth
Amendment with 161 votes in support, 17
votes against and 46 absentees.

(iv) As a sovereign right of the country, the
required democratic steps were taken by the
Government, with the Constitutional
amendments being made following the due
process.  Therefore, the Government
continues to work in tandem with the
mandate of the people. In this context, the
Hon. Member’s perception is misplaced.

(v) Does not arise in the context of (iv) above.

(b) Does not arise with the introduction of the
Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution. The
recommendations of the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission will be implemented
in accordance with the National Action Plan
endorsed by the Cabinet of Ministers on 25" of
July, 2012, under the purview of the Secretary to
the President.

() Notapplicable.

Bewdsn mOznemn®o

(LNrgld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Do you want to ask any Supplementary Questions?

o6 cHERs BB8ayEE Owm

(omesrLyfl@ svgagios liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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®C Bewd®E esedc ®vm

(oresryflg BGwimwmsd QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
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o0 LR BEenEe Dwmo

(omressrL L@ svFagLosiT &lifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(worenryflg BCwmwmsd QuBTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Ben® Bwui®Om oIy D18 B88ede dn® ewlssn
DEo.

o0 cBERs? BEnEE @om

(omevrLyLfl@ svgagLosir &liflsTevsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

»3. Bwd®@m m»osisy OB BEedewd Bucy Busless,
B ®Om »O5YDB Bwm Om o537

®G Bewd®E esedc ®nm

(worenryflg BCwmwTsd QuBTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

B ®Om osIm 8 BEedew owldsn menH.

Bewdus 2Si15nemn®)
(Nrdlé FuThTLsT SjeuiTder)
(The Deputy Speaker)
@B and yEme.

o0 cBERs? BEnEE @om

(omeoryLfl@ svaagLosir &liflsTevsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

e 0® Burless, Bewisvs a@imsn®B? Vew®
B »08 HossInd Dnewsy 688wBed osxfedEs
83s¥esy. [ BBO]

Bewdus 2Sr15nemn®)

(Nrdlé FuThTsi Sjeuidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

@B endt yd@m@ ansisy. [ B8®] Order, please!
O OTIEROB, @cB and YB»® gwsIs.

o0 LR BEgSe @omo

(omevsrLLll@ svFagLoeT FlifleTev6v)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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O 208 wHFOD HEBADO O8dED  BerldmS
Boos@m mOsimy Bem Om. paRD o BOd,
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00 Bersd@E eselc @om

(orenryflg BCwmwmsd QuBryT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
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Bewdsn mOznemn®o

(LNrgld uThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

©0 OIEn®, anct EDG GBI,

o0 ¥R BBnEe Dwm

(omesrLyifl@ svgagLosT &liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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o). ewedRd S BEOT ™, ©0 Bewdes mLisnwemn®A.

BRewdss S zncemn®o
(LNrgld suThTsT euiss)
(The Deputy Speaker)
BEwmoc? ydmew Swl.

®0 Beowed®E enelc ®vm

(wressryfl@ HGwmomred QuGyyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

RIRed yamw, 2007 dbsed & pledge dmw Hewoc
B OmB. dew® pledge v Hoed mywr. 2007 d¥sed
2 den® pledge O Hood v AR 0® Y@ eOHO
gm0 Aoy, 2008 D8sw e0edd, 2007 d¥ww &
RN W weg. [ BE®] cFBJ e¢dmy vwr BWr.
YBBO FBS ¢B5IN. @@ eBwoww OB gwsIesy. [Pt
BBO] Ty GeAdPHO® OsdE w-erfdHWO  ©gd
cnqOD® GeBLH® 1L weaddmens eedus §emn.

Bewadss Oznemn®o

(Nl FUTHTWST S)6uT6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have asked your question. Now,
let the Hon. Deputy Minister answer it. - [Interruption.]
Order, please!

®0 Beowed®E enelc ®vm
(wressryfl@ HGwmomred QuGyyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, he asked whether in -

o0 ¥R BBnEe Dwm
(omesrLyifl@ sva6gLosT &liflsTevsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir my question is - [Interruption.]

Bewdes mSznemn®)
(Nl FuTHTWST Sj6uTsr)
(The Deputy Speaker)
What is your question?

®C Bewd®E esedc ®vm

(oresryflg BGwimmsd QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Sir, the Hon. Member did not ask about 2008. He
asked about 2007. There was no pledge in 2007.
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Bewadt Ornemn®o
(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiaer)
(The Deputy Speaker)
What is your question?

o0 cBERs BEpEe @om

(omevryLfl@ svgagLosir &liflsTevsV)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

My original question referred to 2007. My question is
about -

Bewdss 2Or5n6mn®o

(Nrgld FuThTLST j6euidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

About 2008 and as to whether - [Interruption.]

o6 cHlEes A8y ©vm
(oreirLyLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

@ ged ©ECIBIEDR 5N, Jesw-

Bewdus 2Si15nemn®)

(Nrdlé FuThTLsT SjeuiTder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

@ ged ¢BIBNE, ©WECITIEDRS !

©F Bewd®E esedc ®nm

(worenryflg BCwTwTsd QuBTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

¢ 200 emedsIed M 0® yamed anE BNWL.
28s 2008 2 BOD, @® o em08wd®n v WO OF &
8Eedg Buwid®m moximr® Bwo.

@6 CHERT A8y Ce Dvmo
(oreiTLyfl@ svgagLosit sliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
DYDY, DI

Bewadt OrnemR®o
(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiaeT)
(The Deputy Speaker)

8, ¢15¥ BBIOD gnd YA,

@6 CHER A8y G Dwmo

(omeiTLyfl@ svgangLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We are going to send this to the Human Rights
Council. The Deputy Minister has denied - [Interruption.]

Bewdus 2Si15nemn®)

(Nrdlé FuThTLsT SjeuiTder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

You may take whatever - [Interruption.]
Deputy Minister has given the answer.

The Hon.

@6 CHERT A8y Ce Dvmo

(oreiTLyfl@ svgagLosit sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, with respect | must state that the Hon. Deputy
Minister cannot give evasive answers. | asked a clear

question. In 2008, did the Minister, Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe, give a categorical assurance that the
Seventeenth Amendment will be implemented?

Bewdsn mOznemn®o

(LNrgld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, the Hon. Deputy Minister has now
given an answer. Whatever he says is - [Interruption.]

00 CBEes BEnEe Dwm

(omesrLyifl@ svgagLosT &liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Deputy Minister, | am ashamed of you. You are
a disgrace!

Rewdss mOzncemn®o

(LNrglé suThTsT jeuiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, ask your next question.- [Interruption.]

®C Bewd®E esedc ®vm

(oresryflg BGwimmsd QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

Hon. Member, you have not put your question

properly.

@G LR AB8ayCe Owmn

(omeiTLyfl@ svgangiost sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I will report you to the Human Rights Council. -
[Interruption.]

®0 Bewd®E esedc ®vm

(oresryflg BGwimwmsd QuGTyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)

My Hon. Friend, my learned lawyer, you have not put
your question properly. - [Interruption.]

00 ¥R BEnEE Dwm

(omesrLyifl@ sva6agLosT &liflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

My third supplementary question. @® ®3n®eosy
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eNDOY B ev¥e, @8 2fcided e @Y wed Beadm
e HBed @0 B8O 80 $@BDcews
@530y 5 B0 BEhdews wdsiesy?

®0 Bowed®E enelch ®vm
(wressrfl@ HGwmomred QuGyyT)

(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
1. & 0nd Besn @snedE.

o6, CBY Zwrnwm Owm
352 ®0)

(oresrLfl@ e0elld HFTBTWSS - HHTHTT LTS HenidFi)
(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of Health)
@® yB»HWO g BIDT.

(o0 Bewdes

Bewdss mOznemn®)
(LNrgld uThTLST jeuidsT)
(The Deputy Speaker)
8EnJ grivm.
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®F Bewd®E eselch ®vm
(orevsryLil@ BGwimomred QuGryT)
(The Hon. Neomal Perera)
Bend® yE» @ By

@6 GBS Bwarznwm Swmo

(oresorLfl@ Ve0ld HFTHTIWSHS)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)

Sir, itis not relevant to this question.- [Interruption.]

o6 cHlEes A8y @vm

(omeirLyfl@ svgagLosir liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

He did not answer my question.- [Interruption.]

Bewdss 2 r5ncmn®)

(LNrglé FuThTLST j6euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

An answer was given. - [ /nterruption.]

@0 &85 egf®cts Bwm
(orevsrLll@ #edlg LNIGTgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

DD, DD CTFDOG 53053 591

o6 cHlEes A8y @vm
(oreirLyfl@ svgagLosir liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
An answer was not given.

Bewadt OrnemR®o

(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiasr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, did you give the answer?

@6 8 Bwarznwm Swme

(oreirLfl@ evelld HFTHTISS)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)

The Hon. Deputy Minister gave the answer. -

[Interruption.]

Beawades 2O5nemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTderT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

@0 OER®s, Bdd Bewlsn wden gdwizd oD

Bedsiery ol #@8n®08. 99 BOD »O e
5350 BB ,-

@6 CHERT A8y Ce Dvmo
(oreiTLyfl@ svgagLosit sliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I want a clarification.

Bewdss 2506 mn®o

(LNrgld FuThTLST j6euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

You cannot seek clarifications at this stage. y@» gom 9,
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asked the Minister of Health :

(@ Isheaware that -

(i) the hospital at Horawala, Haburugala in
Galle District provide services to people in
18 Grama Niladhari Divisions ;

(i) a sufficient number of doctors is not
available in the aforesaid hospital ;

(iii)  as a result, the above hospital has faced the
risk of being closed down at present ; and

(iv) the building of the aforesaid hospital, which
was started to be constructed 20 years ago,
is still confined to the foundation?

(o)  Will he inform this House whether -

(i) the shortage of doctors and buildings
prevailing at the hospital at Horawala,
Haburugala will be remedied soon ; and

(i)  plans have been made for that?
()  If not, why?

@0 GBS Guoznwm ®vm
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(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)
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asked the Minister of Ports and Highways:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the number of vehicles belonging to the
Road Development Authority that have
been given to the Maganeguma Road
Construction Equipment Company Limited,;

(if) the dates on which such vehicles were
given;

(iii)  the registration numbers and makes of the
vehicles given;

(iv) the reasons for giving such vehicles;

(v) the vehicles that have been taken back by
the Road Development Authority at
present; and

(vi) the condition of the vehicles taken back?
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(b)  Will he also state -

(i) whether due payments are made in relation
to the wvehicles given to the aforesaid
company by the Road Development
Authority ; and

(i) if so, the amount received in relation to each
vehicle separately?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(@  Will he state the profit earned or the loss incurred
by the Department of Railways in each of the
years during the period from the year 2005 up to

now?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

()

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

the number of employees attached to the
Railways Department at present;

the approved cadre as at present;

separately, the number of employees
recruited for the permanent service and the
number of casual employees from the year
2005 up to now;

whether the approval of the Public Service
Commission and the General Treasury has
been obtained for the aforesaid
appointments;

if so, whether relevant documents will be
tabled;

whether appointments have been made
without obtaining the approval of the
aforesaid institutions; and

if so, of the reasons for that ?

(c) If not, why?
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(@) @B, srein?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and

Home Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) separately, the number of unemployed
graduates recorded in the year 2011 in each
province on the basis of the degree courses
they have followed; and

(ii) the measures taken by the Government in
the year 2011 to solve the unemployment
problem of the graduates?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he admits that the measures taken
up to now to solve the unemployment
problem of the graduates are not sufficient;
and

(if) if so, what measures are to be taken in this
regard in the future?

(c) Ifnot, why ?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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Opposition)
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order, Hon. Member. Next, the
Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale, please.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Is there any Hon. Member who wants to speak on this
Vote of Condolence?
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, do you want to speak?

[a. #0. 3.00]
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, we are
mourning today the passing away of our very dear Friend,
the Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka. He represented the people
in the Ratnapura Municipal Council earlier and came to
Parliament thereafter. He was a very lovable personality
sharing with us all jokes and enjoyed humour. He was
always conscious of his duties towards his people.

Sir, | remember attending several meetings organized
by him in Eheliyagoda, Kuruwita, Ratnapura and we went
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with him even to Godakawela, Rakwana and Balangoda.
As | said, he was with full of smiles and always enjoyed
laughing. He had a humane nature. He was a very good
friend of our Muslims in the Ratnapura District. | know
how close he was to people of the calibre of Yehiya
Hajiyar of Ratnapura, who is the Chairman of the Board
of Quazis, and other Muslims of the gem land.

He maintained a close rapport with the Tamil
community as well, and | am aware that on several
occasions when he came to this House, he met several
Ministers and asked for their help and assistance to
improve the estate schools. He even got teachers
appointed to the estate schools in the Ratnapura area. We
can see that all his efforts have now borne fruit because
the educated voters of the Ratnapura District, while
voting largely for the United People’s Freedom Alliance,
have voted for two candidates from the CWC, the Ceylon
Workers’ Congress headed by the Minister, Hon.
Arumugan Thondaman. But, they are part and parcel of
the governing group there.

At this moment, | also wish to convey our
congratulations to the Hon. Mahiepala Herath who has
scored a hat-trick by, once again, becoming the Chief
Minister of the Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council -

LOT&HT6TF6WLI.

Then, Sir, as | told earlier, the Hon. Mahinda
Ratnatilaka improved the schools in the Eheliyagoda
Electorate. There, he associated closely with the bulath
mudalali, and in Kahawatte with Guruge Mudalali, and
also with the Muslim gem merchants. He always upheld
the principle of living in amity with the rest of the
communities. He was almost like a political diplomat in
that area promoting inter-religious and inter-communal
relationship amongst the Buddhists, Muslims and Tamils.

When the Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka became the
Minister of Textile Industry Development, he was good
enough, at our recommendation, to appoint Mr. M.H.M.
Navavi, a former Minister of the North Western
Provincial Council as the Chairman of the Lanka Salu
Sala. He also accommodated as his Coordinating
Secretary, Mr. C.M.M. Sheriff, a very senior Member of
the Pradeshiya Sabha of Arachchikattuwa in the Puttalam
District.

So, the Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka has served us well.
He has left a very good legacy for others to follow.
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We remember the late Hon. M.L.M. Aboosaly who
was returned to this House with a large majority by the
Sinhala community in Balangoda because he won the
hearts of the Sinhalese and the Muslims there, although
they represented only about three per cent. The cordiality,
relationship and friendship was so great. This is a unique
feature in Sri Lankan politics.

Sir, with due respect to you, in the North we will not
get a Muslim elected in any of the Jaffna Electorates.
This is how we live in Balangoda, Borella, Akurana and
areas of that nature. Then, in 1956, from Kadugannawa
we had C.S. Marikkar called the "Sinhala Marikkar".

The Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka was as | told you a
man of peace. He always adorned himself with the local
dress - shirt and sarong. He was proud of that. When
somebody jokingly said in this House, “You look like a
godaya", he said, “Yes, | am a godaya of this country. |
do not hold a brief for the jaththyantharaya”. As | stated
earlier, he was very close with all the Muslims and
Mosques in Eheliyagoda in the Ratnapura District. We
could often see him in the Mosque, breaking fast. Also,
he espoused the cause of the international Muslim
community. When damage was caused to the Holy
Mosque - Al-Agsa, he was one of those who led a
demonstration against the Zionist and Israeli attack on
that holy place.

Today, Friday, being a holy day - Jummah day - of
the week for Muslims, there were mass demonstrations in
all the Mosques in the Island and the call came from the
All-Ceylon Jamiyyathul Ulama, the Muslim Council of
Sri Lanka and the Centre for Islamic Studies - CIS. Next
Monday, there will be a massive demonstration led by the
Governor of the Western Province, Mr. Alavi Moulana,
starting from the Plaza Building, organized by the
Qadiriyyathul Nabavia of Beruwela, headed by Sheikh
Nayagam Ahamed Alim bin Mohammed Alim.

Bewsles mom swisBn®o

(ewdsseflsr Nrgls sailFrari ojeuiss)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, please come back to the subject and
wind up.

@0 gCuwod S.00.08. 2Dl Swvmn

(omeTLyLfl@ VAN TE 67.6T.6TLD. SjsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I will wind up, Sir. But, this is what the late Hon.
Mahinda Ratnatilaka taught us; this was what he stood
for.- [Interruption.] Why are they worried when we talk
about Muslims? Are you for defiling the Holy Prophet of
Islam? If you say so, | would like to quote “The Island”
of 19", September, 2012, which states, | quote:

“SLMC forsakes religion, Quran for positions - Ranil”

This is sacrilegious as much as much as the YouTube
video clip produced by the western world.
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Beradtis 0m 6rsBn®o
(ewdsefler Lrsls saillFrari ojeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Azwer, please wind up now.

@0 gCd &.09.08. atddd ®wmn

(LomesrLLfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

All the Muslims must rise up and voice their
opposition against the Leader of the Opposition. He does
not understand what the Holy Quran is; it is the words of
Allahu Tha'ala. This is what | have to say. | think the
Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka would have opposed such anti-
religious utterance in Parliament itself, because he
understood well the sentiments of the Muslim community.
| believe the UNP Muslim MPs, particularly in the
Pradeshiyia Sabhas and the few in the Provincial
Councils, must also voice their protest against it, and if
possible, censor the statement made by the Leader of the
Opposition, because it is such a blatant and sacrilegious
statement. You cannot forsake Buddhism in order to
accept another political concept. - [Interruption.] Wait,
wait.

@G ¢w838 dwetdmd Swm

(oresoryfl@ swrdy) wCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.]

Beawades 20 ewisBn®o

(swsseaflsr Urdls sallFrert ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

I am sorry, Hon. Azwer, it is better if you wind up
now because you move on to different - [Interruption.]

@0 gCd &.09.08. atddd ®wmn

(LomesrLLfl@ HVADTE 6.6TF.6TLD. SjeTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I will wind up, Sir. But, let me finish this because they
have been talking nonsense the day.- [Interruption.] If the
Leader of the Opposition can defile the Quran -

Bewdus 02 s

(ewsseafsr Urdls sallereri ojsuissir)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, this is a Vote of Condolence, not a
debate. - [Interruption.]

@0 gCd &.09.08. atddd ®wmn

(omesrLLfl@ HVADTE 6.6TF.6TLD. SjeTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Nobody can say that one would give up the Bible in
order to accept a political philosophy. The statement of
the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe is irreligious. Has he got
a religion? We would like to ask that in Parliament.
eIog O D WO, BHO EWICEBO BB eWICEH
BOD. By emIdecwed wmC omIdgn BOD. Jm Owo
Boyeesy. »OW oy & omddg D8 ewie BIHmOW
¢z, Today, that is not what is happening, Sir. -
[Interruption.]

The Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka served a total period of
9 years, 1 month and 8 days in this House.

Rewdss 20m swsBn®s

(swssefler Lrgls sallsrari Sjauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, your time is over. The next speaker is the
Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura. - [Interruption.] That is
enough. Hon. Azwer, you took more than 10 minutes.
Nobody speaks for more than 10 minutes on a Vote of
Condolence. Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura, you can start
your speech now. - [Interruption.]

[&. ©o. 3.15]
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(The Hon. Janaka Wakkumbura)
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Bewdus 62 s

(ewsseafsr Urdls sallereri ojsuissir)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. | wish to associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by both sides of the House on the
death of the Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka, ex-Member of
Parliament. | shall direct the Secretary-General of
Parliament to make a Minute of today's Proceedings and
send a copy thereof to the members of the bereaved
family.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE : HON. D.M. JAYARATNE
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Beradts 0m 6wsBn®o
(ewdsefler Lrsls salsrari ojeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Does the House agree?

©6 OBOS

(oresrLyfl@ o mitifleriaer)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

@O0 @¢d 65, s e 9E I FeIdI w2 &
FLL_APEVLD, YSQYLOSUIL_63T UTLISTY GUIMLILIL LS.
Bill, by leave, withdrawn.

DCECDO

phBeailiy]
ADJOURNMENT

@6 HOE BB ¢ B @m0

(oreryfl@ Blwsv Anflursy s Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question proposed.

Bewadts 0m ewsBn®o

(ewdsefler Lrsls saillFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Next, the Adjournment Motion is to be moved by the
Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara. Before he starts, will an Hon.
Member propose the Hon Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take
the Chair?.

a6 BRE BB ¢ B ®wmo

(orerfl@ Blwsv Anflursy 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.

Gz 88z 8o, s &8 Sas.
aflsarir aBIGSSLILIL (B TMMYS CIB MM LILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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YNV GY6UIT 61T FEDEVEMLD 625]555/T 1T F561T.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M AZWER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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I would like to mention some of the recent attacks that
led to this incident.- [Interruption] Hon. Dayasiri
Jayasekara, | did not disturb you. There were so many
statements that you made against my view, but | did not
disturb you. So, please do not disturb me. Let me finish
my speech because | have only a few minutes left.
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The recent attacks on Sri Lankans first started with a
group of people attacking the Sri Lankan Maha Bodhi
Vihara in Chennai in January 2011. Since then, there have
been nearly 20 events of attacks or intimidation on Sri
Lankans in Tamil Nadu. | can give you a list of incidents
that have taken place in Tamil Nadu. Irrespective of party,
irrespective of race, be they Sinhalese, Tamils or
Muslims, they have attacked Sri Lankans. They have
attacked the people who had come from Jaffna.
Therefore, this is not an attack against the Sinhalese, this
is an attack against the people who love freedom. There is
freedom in the North, there is freedom in the East, there is
freedom in the whole country for people to get about, do
their economic development activities, study and follow
their religion. Even for the Indians who come here, even
for the Indian leaders who criticize us for political
reasons, there is freedom in Sri Lanka. That, we have
shown to the world.

In the recent past, that is, on 2" September, 2012, a
football team from Royal College of Sri Lanka which
played a friendly match against the Customs Department
in Chennai was sent back before completion of its tour of
scheduled games. Eight students from a school in
Ratnapura together with their coach who had come for a
tournament with a city-based school in Trichy were also
sent back prematurely to Sri Lanka. There were many
incidents like this which took place.

It may be recalled that a group of Sri Lankan pilgrims,
totalling 184 persons had visited Tamil Nadu to
participate in the Annual Feast of the Poondi Madha
Church in Thanjavur and also to worship the Shrine
Basilica located at Velankanni. On 3™ September, 2012,
there was an attack on these pilgrims and as they were
mobbed they sought refuge in the Church. Subsequently,
the pilgrims were taken to the Shrine of Basilica at
Velankanni. The Central Government provided security
for the pilgrims even after the attack to go to Velankanni
which was about 12 hours drive and then brought them
back to Trichy Airport, although certain incidents took
place on their return even to the Airport. So, the Central
Government has provided adequate security. The South
Indian Government, the Chief Minister has provided
security. The Chief Minister was not behind the physical
attacks although she has protested with a view to sending
the Sri Lankan people back. She has condemned the
attack on the pilgrims and also, the Opposition Leader, M.
Karunanidhi, has condemned the attack by the extreme
LTTE sympathizers, the LTTE diaspora who funds and
sympathizes with them. So, the pilgrims were taken to the
Shrine Basilica at Velankanni and there too was a protest
against their presence. Lately, they were taken in buses
under the Tamil Nadu police protection to the
Thiruchirapally Airport. On the way, the convoy carrying
the pilgrims was again targeted by protesters. Tamil Nadu
Police, however, intervened and arrested nine activists of
the Naam Tamizhar lyakkam with pro-LTTE leanings.

Under these circumstances, as the Government of Sri
Lanka is responsible for the safety and security of its
nationals, it was compelled to issue a Travel Advisory
on 3" September, 2012. It states, | quote:

“The Government of Sri Lanka regrets the increasing number of

instances of intimidation of Sri Lankan nationals visiting Tamil
Nadu for the purposes of tourism, religious pilgrimages,
sporting and cultural activities and professional training.

These visits are a reflection of people to people contact between
the polity of two countries which are bound by age old friendly
ties and traditions.

Most recently today, 184 pilgrims visiting the Poornimatha
Church in Thanjavur have been mobbed and become refuge in
the church. The Government of Sri Lanka has taken all steps
required through the Indian Government to seek the safety of
these pilgrims.”

- which was done by the South Indian Government as
well as the Central Government. On the instructions of
both governments, they were provided security.

It further states, | quote:

“The Government of Sri Lanka is constrained to request Sri

Lankan nationals in the interest of their security to desist from
undertaking visits to Tamil Nadu until further notice. In the
event there is a compelling reason to visit Tamil Nadu, such a
visit should take place following prior timely intimation to the
Sri Lankan Deputy High Commission in Chennai.”

The Official Spokesman of the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs responded to the Travel Advisory on 4™
September, 2012, the following day, due to the friendly
relationship that we had between the two countries. It
states, | quote:

“We have noted the travel advisory that has been issued by the
Government of Sri Lanka for its nationals visiting the state to
Tamil Nadu. | wish to convey here that the Government of
India, in close consultation with the concerned state
governments, has taken and will continue to take all measures
to ensure the safety, security and well-being of Sri Lankan
dignitaries and visitors to India, including Tamil Nadu.

In certain instances, it has been noticed that important visits
have taken place without prior intimation to the concerned
authorities. | find it important to emphasize here that people-to-
people contacts are an integral part of the close historical,
cultural, ethnic and civilizational ties between India and Sri
Lanka. Our High Commission in Colombo issued visas to
nearly 200,000....... ”

This is what was said by the Indian High Commission
in Colombo:

........ Sri Lankan nationals to visit India last year, while

approximately 175,000 Indian tourists visited Sri Lanka in
2011. It is this perspective that guides all our actions on such
matters.”

It is evident from the Indian statement that the
Government of India is fully concerned in ensuring the
safety, security and well-being of the visitors from Sri
Lanka to India, including Tamil Nadu.
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Mr. Presiding Member, | like to state that Sri Lanka
has a very strong and cordial relationship with India. Our
President has got utmost support from the Central
Government as well as the President and all parties in
India. When the Hon. (Ms.) Sushma Swaraj, Hon. Leader
of the Opposition of the Lok Sabha, came to Sri Lanka on
an official visit led by an all-party Indian Delegation, |
happened to be with her continuously for one week. She
praised the development process that is taking place. She
urged the TNA Parliamentarian, the Hon. R. Sampanthan
and other parties to take advantage of the two-third
majority that the Government has for an amicable
settlement that can be acceptable to all parties and all
people living in this country, not only to the Hon.
Members in Parliament, the few Members who have lost
their credibility in Parliament and who have lost the
credibility among the people in Sri Lanka. Those were
the sentiments expressed not merely in Sri Lanka but even
in the Lok Sabha by the Hon. Leader the Opposition of
Lok Sabha, the Hon. (Ms.) Sushma Swaraj, and all parties
including people from Tamil Nadu political parties who
supported the Indian Congress Party and other parties in
the Indian Government. Therefore, Sri Lankan ties are at
the best and Sri Lanka is being supported, funded and
helped in many spheres. These are the extreme parties
who have been funded by the LTTE diaspora abroad who
have no other way to fund the terrorists in Sri Lanka,
since they have been defeated. They are trying to instigate
a few parties and a few people from extreme parties in
South India to stage a protest and flare-up insurgency
once again disrupting peaceful relations between the two
countries.

Mr. Presiding Member, | like to state that there have
been protests even today. This is a great occasion. Not
even two weeks have passed since the last incident, His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa went to Sanchi
in North India and laid a foundation stone to build a

Buddhist University to uplift  Buddhist education.
Therefore, these ties are continuing and Indians are
helping us irrespective of party, creed and religion. So,
the Leader of the Opposition as well as the Leaders of
other Tamil Parties sympathize and regret, because they
have missed the bus, that they could not be a part of the
peace process and even now they say that there would
have been negotiations before the war, not after the war.

So, this is the stance they are taking today. Also, they
support the LTTE diaspora abroad to wage another
terrorist war in the country once again and deprive the
people in the North of their livlihood.

In conclusion, | take this opportunity to thank the
Indian Government and its people for the safety and
security they provided. We will be taking appropriate
action as soon as the situation comes to normal in South
India. Even today, the Central Government of India has
arrested Vaiko and a few others who have been protesting
in the South India against certain incidents. The Indian
Government is fully aware as to who is behind the
attacks. Therefore, we thank the Government of India as
well as its people for maintaining the friendly
relationship between the two countries.

I thank you, Sir.

g S@wz 8, e @O Se.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 4.22 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday 09th
October, 2012.
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Subscriptions : The annual subscription for Official Report of Hansard is Rs. 2,178. A single copy of Hansard is available for
Rs. 18.15. (Postage Rs. 2.50) Copies can be obtained by remitting in advance an annual subscription fee to the
SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, No. 102,Piyasiri Building, Pamankada Road,
Kirulapone, Colombo 6. The fee should reach him on or before November 30 each year .

Late applications for subscriptions will not be accepted.
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