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The Parliament met at 1.30 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE
HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power

and Energy)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa - Minister of Economic

Development)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena) ROAD DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: DRIVERS
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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@0 Le¥d endiim Pwm
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(iv) the names of the drivers so released and the
state institutions to which they have been
released; and

(v) whether the salaries paid to them have been
reimbursed by the relevant institutions?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

Bewrdehs mOznemn®

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuissr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

& @500 5308 ®E 9C D, BEQNT ©¢5rDoc?

@07 €888 dwetdmd Owvm
(wrewryflg swrdy) LwGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
S0 BEnT @¢mdag?

®C; BEBOE emImEIOE Dom
(oreryLfl@ Blirwe QasTSHevToU6D)
(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala)
O500¢? [P BBO]

@0 ¢85 BweEmS Ovm

(orevsryfl@ swrdp) wCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

8Eno e¢sim. BEnG e¢s¥m, G 9CGCsIes’ 5nn®.

©0; BEBOE eIDEIOE Dom

(omevsTLLAl@ Bliroev G rdGevreusy)

(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala)

®©0 Bowdss mONGHDOB, Dow ® OHo@ib®
3@ @ ©05edsT @ IO yd»W BERS e¢xmo.

(2) (i) 566&.
(i) 300&.
(i) @oBo -058.
gssime - 118.
[SIaIo1) - 168&.

(iv)

DBS e 86w eSO

5H® Bewdd me pensIe

01 053.8.08. &6 DeEINHS BEo wwIed
Clolak) Do) 0 3gezIc
G@om50°R

Bedn 0 ByB

8000w

02. | 8. BBarEE @wmo

03 ons.a08.9.0. BT &30 W BEIS BED

DS DHBN 30050 @ W

04 | 8.90.00.8. 68» 3082 o W WO
©B6 Owmo 35050 @ W

05. | &.00.8.ex. D28 @a&® 00 S e®esny
B3O Owmo DEONWDC T DIBNBD

20s5In0 G 0188 - “rxndeB moBwice

S50388 mbmced eldFeen BEDOE w1 o
2082 eBm8ed adWeen BEDSsT ©0» &6 ©3-050m
D502 B8570 geog WOyn 8g BIO.

O]
01 RIED.E.9C. odEBwd @wvmn
02 ©0.00.8.8.08. ®%150® ®wmo
03 DDED.3. S-8F @wmo
04 053.8.408. QEOBT @wmn
05 03.8.8.8C. @105 @wHmn
06 DOED.00. ge-m OHmn
07 &.90.9¢3. @sIn Swmn

gusInd G w188 - @i mus OBHES

8o ©-08 ¢lwBed gdBever BEPTBE wO®
©8® 60850 D10 BBIO goog WO@n B¢ BOO.

) DBO wensy 8E oo w0 @B Swugosied D198
OO PuHHOEST YBYo e WSE.

5®

01 8.90.08. Secs @wvmo

02 | 2580.0d. eednewdiRD Swvnn

03 ©9.3. VEOLBB @m0

04 DED.8. 5Oy Bwmo

() o1 e

D0 €88 dweums Owmn

(ressryfl@ swrdP uwCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

©0T Bewdes OB, Pod sgDB and
yEmG OO gvm. ©d Bewdds @#OBROA, DEr0nHJ
8 8o  ®08Rm gdmB8wed, @8 @085
glm8ews’ Bwgos? Bewed O Bedsiesi e@moe?
e®ime wWI@sewsl Ciss Gwnm B8 »OBE  Cowxs
IBDDIWO Bewed WO W0, PBBNHEC B ©wwdd &
Bwgosy Bewed mog a8 B 00 gusizy m©B8. ®yd;
@dmedsYe, ¢ & qw Bewed O Bedsiesy?

®C BIOE eBEOE Doz

(oreiTLyfl@ Bliwe Q&TSHeTa6)

(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala)

©0T OEROB, dENBES BT ©WIed HOIB o
0@um0 e@imsrned 9CE® 838 & g®im-awd Bewed
DO Bedsiesy. & DHed® qud & g@imsrnens’ D198
yByoens D5 0.



923 2012 gendsn 10 924

@0 ¢88 Bwemd Owm

(orevsryLil@ swrdy) uwCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

©0T Bewd®ss mOsnemn®B, ®ed eciB and 3@ @
®® v’y MOBE. O 5O Drews’ VIR Busiesy
. 0® yhydomw BB ¢8 BT Cvd® ¢uamo, ©v®vd
2en50Bs J yBydeme »3wed edcr sy Beee. a8
COPE oot 0® o 885 200® ydm mer. «©® «®
Bueost & & gpunmDEd Bewdd me vudeld & ang 8
O yBydeme o0 Bedd m;, @80 0D
38m8w0.

®® gy M @B8, QI F BEDCO ewowr I ©®
BB Buwo Dbows oximdie Bweco. Audit query dof e®w
2B8x5Y 2oO® O,

®C; BEBOE emImEIOE Dom

(oreryLfl@ Blirwew QasTSHeVToU6D)

(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala)

8o 080 glwuded w®En Bwgsr eadmd
5668. 08x7 wi @B HBS  g@imseedEO  wo
©¢0bne@5InOEO Bewe WOc Beadmlexn). Sewd®
yByoens 0 IO & BEICD owowr D WOYD
DOTHO.

Bewrdehs D100

(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuTa6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

BBIOB gBTL YBDW - ZND.

©¢d) DO.

gdm gom 1-1384/°11-(2), 06 68 mSremvnwm @wmo -
518 o>.

gd@ds gom 4 -2247/'12- (2), 06 Bedes gFmmoem Swmo.

o0 cBdes A8y Ec ®vm

(orerLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

©0T Bewdes mOsNEmROA, O Befe gnsGD
Onmo 00edsT & OO yamw gnm .

o0 Beld enddim Onm

(oreryfl@ HCBesrag @ swrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

o0 Bewdds ®mOnemn®B, §eE ¥ BHOwuduem
2@ 00NedsY & OO yE»wd 8E8nc 2® wewe
wen »E 9CEDo.

gane O Ena 988’ 8800 Bewlw wdzd &
allrmreney HEDTG BTSN FLOFLINGSES HL 1 ener w1 1 F).
Question ordered to stand down.

Bedn emTBYCYH m8wic: Beno
GsusfprBseaflssr GlsTeiTarevi BjeVIeusVSHBIGH6T IlLITLD
CONSULAR OFFICES OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES : DETAILS

2382/°12

5. o6 cBEes BE3fEc ©vm (05 genyd® vded

Bude e0xDO)

(oressryLll@ svgager &iflstevey - wrevwryllE (HHLog)

Beorriom s08& FriLITs)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella on behalf of the Hon. (Mrs.)

Anoma Gamage)

Bedr mOEn @i n@ens’ g ydme- (1):

(@ (1) o9 Beam Bedn JODE Bewdvmrw OB
eTIBHRE ®BWE wewr ylocwsl »HO®

BB Sedn mOYD ¢DIN0-RW FHODBEG
DO o BEeDE mdadc;

(i) ©® FRTOR ace O OB ewddrn B»E
80 od@w DEWBHIO dw am®m BBO wewo
OB D) ZNIEW 0B,

(i) °O® ewddn ydoEws? wew A Wr 8L
»oed;

(iv) «® con 8w Bewddnwr 5© BBe®sY ©egd
o6 apy®n BBOO W® VEEEDR wOB »O, &
8BEIED aqcog 0@ CBwd eud @dE YIOEWIO
300 WIBIeBIE;

@535y D@ wewsy mosTemBe?

(1) ovndewE 5, s Ox¥e?

Qeuaflbri L gpiausvssr ewwsFenrd Gl ailssrm:

STenTILI(HEleTD,

r PS5 siL@SSID
QEBTEITFHVT  HeVIUD FHBIGHEHSE YL Hew6r

(@) () Gppriged
QeueflpTBHEDaTLI

QuuigPlE@n Gurg Geuafllbri L gieusdssir

eSS Ulsstummib BEDL_(LPEHM
wTO\SETLIEH S WLD;

(i) Gupuy BwwerGwrerenn HyLW  BHT{H
UGyl @oCumg 2 _erpr () B miflssir
HBHIT  HYBEEHAIUSDETS  6T(HBGHD  HTEVLD
6T616UETG)EUSITLIEN S| LD;

(i)  Gupuiy 2 58sF 1 HEHdbE B)HdHs Ceusssrigw

SHENEHEWLDSH6I W Te» UG UISITLIEN S 1|LD;

(iv) ePulilLQsrm BTER sws LArdBlSemwi
QU GPISSH6T LisiTesri SiHewmert midh il
uglev gCHeID Ass) HTENTLILIGLD LI FE5S60
9Bl CSTLILTS eJHLEWL W BTL g6 Tdrdsd,
VG YL BUBEEG — Wlallsast
LBBSTDST 6T6TLIEDS LD

Sjeui @MIi@eurym?

(=) B)sirCmev, r6r?

asked the Minister of External Affairs :

(@  Will he state-

(i) the course of action followed by the
Ministry of External Affairs when
nominating persons for consular offices in
Sri Lanka which represent foreign
countries;

(i) the time taken by the local authorities to
approve it, when such an appointment is
proposed by the relevant country;

(i)  the qualifications that the proposed persons
are required to possess; and

(iv) whether the government of the relevant
country or the relevant person is informed
if there is a problem with regard to granting
approval to a nomination after a country
has nominated its representative?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs+:

(@  Will he state-

(i) the number of graduates in the Service of
Sri Lanka Police; and

(if) the aforesaid number as a percentage of the
entire Police Force?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether -

(i) there is a specific procedure followed by the
Department of Police to grant promotions to
graduate police personnel;

(if) a special selection procedure is followed by
the Department of Police when promoting
graduate police personnel to the post of Sub
Inspector: and

(iii) the Department of Police has made
arrangements to recognize graduate police
personnel?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(20) @)serCGmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Petroleum Industries :

(@ Will he state the loss caused to the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation due to the importation and
distribution of substandard petrol?

(b)  Will he admit that-

(i) there was a connivance from the top to
bottom in this fraud; and

(i) the fraud was exposed only through the
vigilant trade union members?

() Will he submit to this House the report on
importing substandard petrol handed over on the
29™ August, 2011?

(d)  Will he state-

(i) the name of the officials involved in this
fraudulent business;

(i)  the action taken against them; and

(iii) the reasons for punishing the officers
involved in this fraud eagerly meanwhile
the higher officers caught in the hedging
scam are allowed to behave freely?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha - Minister of Petroleum

Industries)
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power

and Energy)
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[2.00 p.m.]

®©5; 08 WG 1@2506% Wm0
(oreTLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWsS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I move,

“That this Parliament resolves that the requirement to state one’s
race and religion in government documents is an impediment and an
inhibition to develop a strong national identity be dispensed with”.

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker, for giving me this
opportunity to move a Private Members' Motion at a time
when | think it is most appropriate and timely. As you
know, Sri Lanka is a little Island in the Indian Ocean,
which is striving to ensure that we make a very
prosperous Sri Lanka. We are blessed owing to the fact
that we have a multiracial and multireligious society. The
very composition of this fabric is what makes a truly Sri
Lankan identity. But,owing to the fact that we have been
led by many foreign nations before Independence and
subsequently politicians who have utilized their political
power not in order to ensure that we put Sri Lanka
together but sometimes to polarize us has led to a breach
of the Sri Lankan identity, from my perspective.
Therefore, it is timely that we look at Sri Lanka from its
proper perspective. You look at countries such as
Singapore, which has three big communities; you look at
Malaysia, they can be proud when they say that they are
Singaporeans, they are Malaysians. Even if you go to
bigger countries such as India, you have the same feeling
that comes out of them naturally rather than it is extracted
out of them. When | add Malaysia, Singapore, | would
also like to add Switzerland, which has many races that
get together and make the Swiss community.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, you could see that the
Portuguese led us from 1505 to 1796, the Dutch from
1796 to 1815 and the British from 1815 to 1948, that was
the pre-Independence period. The post-Independence has
led us for more of a economic change that took place.
But, the most important aspect that comes today is: are
we, Sri Lankans united in its purpose? Are we, Sri
Lankans, moving towards a strong Sri Lankan identity
that we can basically boast ourselves of? We have it in
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us. But, why is it that we are unable to cherish the goals
that we can look at. We have gone through many
turbulent times; we have gone through racial problems.
Thank God, we have not gone through any religious
problems but we can see the makings of such taking place
in the last couple of months.

So, we must ensure that we eradicate this irritance,
this sand in the gears, so that we move forward towards a
strong Sri Lankan identity. What do | mean by a strong
Sri Lankan identity? In 1948, when Sri Lanka obtained
the Independence from the British, the Right Honourable
D.S. Senanayake, the Leader of the United National
Party, basically had the support of all the Muslims, the
Tamils. They really came together as Sri Lankans and got
that Independence from the British. It was a very proud
moment. We must thank all communities for assisting to
get the Independence from the British without shedding
any blood at all. Sometimes, because it comes so easy, the
value of it is not known. But, now you could see that we
are compartmentalized - the Sinhalese from one aspect,
the Muslims from the other aspect and the Tamils from
another aspect. | strongly believe that it is a time that we
have got to look to forge the strengths together and ensure
that we call ourselves a truly Sri Lankan identity. Do we
not and should we not do so? After all, the
industriousness of the Tamils, the business acumen of the
Muslims and the large heartedness of the Sinhalese make
a Sri Lankan identity, very rich.

So, at this particular moment, when we have gone
through one of the worst terrorist problems that have
come to an end, it is time that we re-look at ourselves and
ensure that we take the rich culture that is there and
ensure that we incorporate this into a Sri Lankan identity.

So, Hon. Deputy Speaker and Members, it is my
intention that forwarding such an idea would only help to
foster a strong Sri Lankan identity that we all look at. But,
in today’s context, the problem is that there are religious
and racial parties that have come up. That breaks the very
fabric that basically brings us together. |1 do not want to
reawaken or create a political problem. But, | need to
corroborate with evidence as to why we need to get
together. | am happy that we have a Minister like the Hon.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, who does not think in line with
the political Party that is governing today. He is not a
racial or a chauvinistic person like the governing Party
that he belongs to. So, this is, | guess, an opportune
moment, Hon. Minister that you strive to do so and hope
that we take this opportunity also.

But, look at today’s composition, your heterogeneous
alliance. You have parties that fight for elections on a
religious basis. The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress was in
alliance with the United National Party. They used that,
got the votes and moved over to the Government. Today,

they are fighting for Provincial Councils, not from the
Government but outside the Government. So, you could
see that this is an auctioning of the Sri Lankan Muslim
voters. | can see even the Government is basically taking
that same line. Certain Members questioned as to why
there is this religious orientation to the Provincial Council
Election. The two big Parties that were there have been
rendering yeoman service.

Unfortunately, in 1988, at that particular moment
owing to executive action, the 12.5 per cent cut-off was
reduced to 5 per cent. That led to an opening of the
floodgates and this made the racial call, the religious call
coming in and trying to bring unwanted problems to our
Sri Lankan identity. So, | guess, we need to get back to
that strong thinking because this is where we can move
Sri Lanka to a better tomorrow. After all, is it not
incumbent on us? We have seen 30 years of terrorist rule.
It is not one government, it is not one leader, it is
collectively each one’s lack of responsibility or doing too
little too late that led to the polarization of the Sri Lankan
identity.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am happy that you are in the
Chair at this particular moment. Why is it that we are
unable to get together? We have strong neighbours, such
as India. But, owing to the fact that we have been moving
away from her, we saw in Geneva that India had even
voted against us. You cannot say that it was a political
decision. It was not an international decision. But, owing
to the fact that we, in Sri Lanka, cannot work together as
a Sri Lankan identity, is what led to this. That is my
perspective.

My Party, the United National Party, is the most apt
Party that brings all these communities together. The
Right Honourable D.S. Senanayake started this after
gaining Independence in 1948. At that time he had the
courage of conviction to say that we are getting the
Independence from the British. We must be competent
and now that we have to carry on the future by ourselves,
we must ensure that together with the Sinhalese, the
Tamils, the Muslims, the Burghers and the Malays -
before too long, you would see the advent of the Chinese
also coming in - we must have a Sri Lankan identity and
be able to guide our destiny to a strong and best Sri
Lankan identity.

He echoed those words and | re-echo those words at
this particular moment because | think what he said then
was sagacious. He had the sagacity to think and say that
there could be a rupture in that. It did not take long. When
you had the racial riots, it was further exaggerated with
the many things that followed thereafter and today, we
only see the spills and the thrills that are out there.

Sir, 1 do not wish to labour too much on that but all |
want to say on the Floor of this House is that we, the 225
Members, have the right to take Sri Lanka towards a
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better tomorrow. When you are on the election platform,
you basically extol the virtues of every voter but once you
are elected, you compartmentalize them, brutalizing the
Sri Lankan identity. It is a crying shame on all of us! So,
it is nothing but right to right the wrong. It is never too
late to do the right thing at the right time. So, here is the
opportunity. Instead of thinking chauvinistically to
survive politically, we must be able to go beyond that.
This is a time when we have a Leader of the Opposition
who came forward statesmanly and said that a strong Sri
Lankan identity is more important than looking at it from
a political perspective. But, sometimes, that is taken as a
weakness of the Opposition. No, that is the strength of the
Opposition. That is why we are able to get all the political
parties to march forward with the United National Party
towards a Sri Lankan identity. Nobody fears talking to us
because they know that we are not a racially-driven or a
religiously-driven party. We can look after the Sinhalese;
we can look after the Tamils and we can look after the
Muslims. That is why we are called the United National
Party. So, why do we not extend this towards building a
strong Sri Lankan identity? | call upon all the Hon.
Members to support this Motion. Let us turn a new leaf
today so that we all will be able to get together and ensure
that we take Sri Lanka towards a better tomorrow.

Sir, 1 do not want to take too much of time. All I want
to do is to elicit your fullest support because | know that
your thinking is in the same direction. So, please ensure
that you support this Motion and that we move forward,
putting behind our past sins, towards a stronger
tomorrow.

Thank you.

Bewrdehs D100

(Nrdlé FuThTWST SjeuTa6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Then, | call upon the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne to
second the Motion.

[2.12 p.m.]

@G 90y BPOSTH Bwmo

(orenryfl@ @)rrest afldsrordenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, it gives me great pleasure in
seconding the Motion brought by the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake about developing a strong Sri Lankan
Identity. He also suggests that "Parliament resolves that
the requirement to state one’s race and religion in
government documents is an impediment and an
inhibition to develop a strong national identity".

We all are Sri Lankans. Then, what is the problem?
Why was it such a problem when the Hon. Sampanthan
waved the Sri Lankan Flag at the May Day Rally? It was
welcomed by all the Sinhalese but some Tamils did not
welcome it. The reason for that is, our Sri Lankaness has

been appropriated by the majority community in the eyes
of the minority. We are now after a conflict which
inevitably polarizes a country. However, we have an
opportunity to look at unity in a new way. It has to be a
unity based on equality, a unity not based on assimilation
of others. Conflict polarizes, but now, we have a new
opportunity. We need to appeal to the new generation to
come up with their ideas as to how they would like to see
our Sri Lankaness exhibited in a manner that everybody
could feel strongly about it.

The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake dealt with issues
regarding the Sri Lankan identity, which are very broad.
In the very limited time I have, | thought of dealing with
some practical issues we come across in encouraging
building a Sri Lankan identity. Today, | asked from a
Tamil Colleague for his National Identity Card. | found
that the front of that Identity Card is in the Sinhala
language, but when | turned the other side, | found the
details given in both the Sinhala language and the Tamil
language while those of ours, who are Sinhala-speaking,
are only in Sinhala language. So, | want to know why we
have this kind of differentiation. I think there are practical
reasons. -[Interruption.]

I was saying that the front of the National Identity
Card is in the Sinhala language. Being a Sinhala speaker,
the reverse side of my Identity Card is written only in the
Sinhala language. But, the reverse of my Tamil-speaking
Friend's Identity Card, which I got, is written both in the
Sinhala language and the Tamil language. So, the
question | am posing is, why is there such a
differentiation when all our ldentity Cards should be
written both in the Sinhala language and the Tamil
language, including the front side of it?

Today, we are talking about creating a Sri Lankan
identity and we need to take every practical measure in
strengthening that Sri Lankan identity. | am glad to note
that in the issue of birth certificates of recent times, the
reference to race and religion has been deleted. So, what
the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake is suggesting is that we go
further.

Also, we know that recently, there had been some
controversy in terms of singing the National Anthem. The
National Anthem of a country is something which every
citizen of that country should be able to get up and sing
proudly. In the Sinhala version of the Sri Lankan
Constitution, the National Anthem is referred to in page
167. "ast0n coeEdmn T 05 OudEHD “HBm Bod w©e¢
@0 89 BBmwe" Buecrs wewsy »IE Bedmd. So, it is
there in the Sinhala version. When | looked at the Tamil
version of the Sri Lankan Constitution, both the words
and the tune are specified in page 205. | know that the
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara and the Hon. DEW
Gunasekara themselves, Cabinet Ministers in the
Government, have been very concerned about these
issues and have taken a strong stand that the National
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Anthem should be sung in both languages. However, | am
a little dismayed that Recommendation 9.277 in the
National Plan of Action to implement the
recommendations of the LLRC states, “Maintain and
support current practice of the National Anthem being
sung simultaneously in two languages”. That is the
recommendation. Under the activity column, it states,
“Examine the implementation of this recommendation vis
a vis the current Constitutional provisions, at the PSC”. |
find that rather amusing because that is already in the
Constitution. The PSC has not yet been formulated and it
is being referred to the PSC. The key institution or the
agency vested with this responsibility is the Presidential
Secretariat and the key performance indicator that they
are looking for is the recommendations from the PSC. My
submission to this House is, that which is already in the
Sri Lankan Constitution needs to be implemented without
reference to any other authority because the Constitution
is supreme. Therefore, | urge the Government and
particularly the Minister, that we do not wait till all these
intuitions are formed for their recommendations, but we
move ahead implementing the provisions of the
Constitution which are already there and that we sing the
National Anthem in two languages. It is so important that
those who feel excluded feel included in the New Sri
Lanka.

In Singapore, the Malays are a minority, but the
National Anthem of Singapore is sung in the Malay
language. | think it was foresighted by the Chinese
leaders of Singapore that they should bring in the
minority into the centre of their ethos, into the heart of the
Singaporean ethos and | think it is a lesson we could
learn. If we look at a country like South Africa, which has
also come out of a very difficult situation, the National
Anthem of that country is sung in four different
languages. But, in Sri Lanka, we have constitutional
provisions which we are not implementing and | think if
we take steps to implement it by singing in the two
languages, it will actually help to create a Sri Lankan
identity, which everyone will feel a part of.

Sir, |1 do not wish to speak any further. We are Sri
Lankans but we are Sri Lankan Sinhalese; we are Sri
Lankan Tamils; we are Sri Lankan Muslims. The problem
is, what we now call Sri Lanka, everybody cannot still
fully identify themselves with. Therefore, we, irrespective
of our political parties - because we are talking of
something in common - should work together to create
that identity so that the tension that we see even now in
this election season could be overcome if we are truly
committed to an all-inclusive philosophy.

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
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Sir, he does not understand. See, that great gentleman
with a great legacy, the Hon. M. Swaminathan is just
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that participated in the gaining of the independence to this
country. ¢ 9 @® ded Bwe, ¢d8), §LEE0, ®red,
808, 0®8sY, eI w6 Ded® grIewr wdWOW &b
OOEed QR Y BB Y PBIE PEEI PY B PR
Bug 0¢520® 0® ded gl80:8m® 5 yshd daewsy

80 0dmn. a8 Jewsl dewmedsn Ostesy
o®umnic?
@Qpbss  UGrrewent LwBISTLTSTOST®H el wdHsksE

Igdser  Heusns BT6T 2 ewIiTdhlesr@Gmedr. [BHT6T  6p(1h
pevedlb. et  (pewedlb  eVeVCleustTY  sTou(HLD  GlFTELSV
wywrg. The nomenclature of my community shall not be
changed or removed by anybody. GsGursTmugmsr
FBIGeTeuiHener O|6uiT 6T FBIFHETOUTSHETEVEV
Q&FmevsL  (pIgWITH. R (HSHTEILD
SLOLPTHEATVEV 6TedT M) OEPOIT Y T HMI&E\E TeiTem

@)svBIens
QFTev6uZ 6T

6TEIT M)
SO 6T BITTBIS 6T
T L_Tir&6T. 'LigLDmesT
THUBSSHI '

TS TUTT &S T I T o6 ?

S|ML_WITOTSENS
6T T M) CLPEILDT S 6TEWSH
O|EEBT6U (LD @) svbIen s Wi eir!
Past 40 years. We also fought for it. It is good there is a
common identity as “Sri Lankan.” That is good. In India,
wherever you live, in whichever State you live, the
passport is Indian. See, their great ideology. They always
stress the importance of saying “Buy Indian! Live Indian!
Die Indian!”
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The strong identity is this, Sir. We do not want Sri
Lankans - whatever their race or religion - to go out and
conspire against the democratically elected Government
by a large majority of the people in this country. They
carry tales to Geneva. It is a shame, Sir. Those are the
people who have taken the oath to uphold the
Constitution, the sovereignty and the independence of our
nation. They can be tried, Sir. Even Members of
Parliament could be removed by bringing in special
Motions before the House. Now, there is this TESO.
Their Geneva talk is over. TESO is asking for a Tamil
Eelam but Delhi has told, “Do not ask for it”. Today,
there is a nice article by Cho Ramaswamy who is a great

advocate of India. He says:
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@ ssrQerT(h CFiig) GleuafleunhslHobBIMIBI.

@51 @eusurPlHsensullsy @evmiensullsy Lnbs sm FAbiser
waer DOy guud god friend emenx. 990 edewd
©@eOCHWBO Wi AoNE. dosy! 9rIdwin) dew OO Sen
e¢steny oy ocBewd Wi, @® Ced cusizn B, e®
00 O Im e »O, 6® Jed YE° @B YPrdats
WO 80w y®D ©Im »O, 8@ 9EFED», 9O ©¢mO
DD 00V 8OeOCHWO "Bp®NY" BwEs »OF Bw evs
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We have to declare him persona non grata - ¢© 8Eeo»
enmB glocen dunewsy wEm» - and banish him out of
the country. Therefore, Sir, we will have our identities: the
Muslim identity; the Sinhala identity; the Tamil identity; the
Burgher identity and the Malay identity and march forward
as one Sri Lankan nation as envisaged by "Mahinda
Chintana"!

Thank you.

Bewdts Oriznemn®o

(LNrdld FuThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - Deputy Minister
of Economic Development)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now

take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair

Go06:t) BB

(sewevenSTHRIGL 2 DN SyouiTd6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Sumanthiran, you may commence your speech.

[2.34 p.m.]
@6 8.8, 3@ BcsT Dwmn

(omevorLyLfl@ 6TiD.6y. LB TedrT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Sir. I am glad to speak on this Maotion
moved by the Hon. Member for Colombo and | am
further glad to speak at a time when you are in the Chair
and quite unusually after a speech you made, something
that we can agree on.

Gotsz¥00:t) @IF®
(sewevenHTHIGL 2 MILILNeTT Sy6uiTder)
(The Presiding Member)

Thank you.

@0 ©9.9. 30 BcET Bwmn

(omeTLy1fl@ 6TiD.6y. FLOBFTesT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

You are welcome. The Hon. Member, while moving
the Motion referred to the first Prime Minister, the Right
Honourable D.S. Senanayake, twice in his speech and,
Sir, you also referred to the first Prime Minister. But, |
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would like to remind this House that although it is true
that all communities in this country jointly asked for
Independence, gained it and celebrated together, very
soon the trust that the minorities reposed in the majority
community of this country was broken and that was
broken by the D.S. Senanayake Government. One of the
first few pieces of legislation that was passed
disenfranchised over 800,000 Tamils of recent Indian
origin and it took another 40 years before they could
regain the fundamental right - the basic right of
belonging to this country - of their franchise. That was a
great betrayal. That was a betrayal done using the larger
numbers that obtained to the majority community. That
was the issue that brought my party into existence. The
Illankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi was born as a result of the
disenfranchisement of the Tamils of recent Indian Origin.

Then it was realized that our euphoria of
independence was short-lived and that we could not
continue to repose our faith in a simple majoritarian
system of Government because there will always be a
permanent majority and there will be permanent
minorities and on issues that affect the demography, the
permanent majority will always prevail. This was
repeated in 1956 when Sinhala was made the official
language of this country.

The Hon. (Dr.) Colvin R. de Silva speaking in this
House at that time said, “If you have two languages, you
will have one country but if you have one language you
will have two countries”. What prophetic words! Yet he
himself was the architect of the 1972 Constitution in
which Sinhala was made the only Official Language
constitutionally. There was a safeguard built into the
Ceylon Independence Act of 1947 under Section 29(4). It
was the most ineffective Section, because at the time it
was enacted if anybody wanted to know examples of
legislation that it would prevent, the Indo-Pakistan
Citizenship Act and the Official Languages Act could
have been given as the examples of legislation that was
prohibited by Section 29(4). Yet, it was passed. Although
it was ineffective it was there in writing. A principle was
enshrined through that Section. It was entrenched. It was
a Section that could not be changed. That is why under
the guise of an autochthonous Constitution, between 1970
and 1972 sitting outside Parliament, the first Republican
Constitution was enacted in which the views or the
participation of the Tamil people of this country was
totally rejected. We know the consequences of that.

No one opposes a strong national identity. But, there
are two basic elements that go into building a strong
national identity. The first is that all must be treated
equally irrespective of which community they belong to
and that is emphasized, sometimes over emphasized. The
second cardinal principle is as equal to the first one. That
is, you cannot build one strong identity by suppressing
different individual identities. It is only by recognizing
those separate identities, it is only by granting separate
identities to separate peoples in this country and by giving

due recognition, the honour and dignity that is due to
those peoples, you can build one strong identity. That is
something that we keep forgetting and we do not seem to
be conscious of.

Even today, reference were made to our great
neighbour India. How has India preserved the identity of
India? Right from its inception or from its birth, they
carved out the Linguistic States in India. It is the concept
of the Linguistic States that has prevented India being
disintegrated because people of different languages and
different cultures can have a sense of identity.

They can express themselves in their own language, in
their own culture. They are not asked to assimilate and
deny what belongs to them. They are not asked to deny
who they are and become part of another community in
the name of one strong national identity. This is where we
have gone wrong and we continue to go wrong. Even
after more than 60 years, we do not seem to have got this
right.

When you spoke, you spoke about the Constitution
and violations of the Constitution. There are several
provisions in our Constitution that are not implemented
even by this Government, of which you are a part. There
was the Thirteenth Amendment - like 29(4) of the Ceylon
Independence Act under the Soulbury Constitution -
however ineffective it is, still it is there in print. There is a
system of power sharing and it is that very amendment -
the Thirteenth Amendment - that is not implemented.
Those who speak about violation of other provisions of
the Constitution turn a blind eye to the blatant violation
by successive governments in not implementing
provisions of the Constitution. For 25 years now, that has
remained a dead letter. Does the Government have a
moral right even to raise the issue of supposed violations
of the Constitution when there is not even one; whilst
they themselves openly and blatantly violate provisions of
the Constitution by not implementing the most crucial
provisions of power-sharing between communities? That
can build a sense of belonging of those communities to
the country and thereby build a strong national identity.
So, building a strong national identity has to happen
voluntarily. Peoples who are numerically inferior in the
country must themselves feel that they are a part of this
country and come forward to building that one strong
national identity. It cannot be forced down their throat. It
never can be forced down their throat. If the majority
people think that by force, by law, by compelling and by
denying the other identities, one can build a strong
national identity, they are sadly mistaken. That will never
happen. It is only by recognizing; it is only by granting; it
is only by honouring the dignity of all the different
peoples of this country such a process can take place. As
a representative of the Tamil peoples of this country, let
me assure this House that we are willing to participate in
that process of building one national identity. But, we will
do that when we are recognized as a people and when all
that is due to a people is granted; is afforded -



949 208Be®x5Ind 950

G020 OB

(BewevewGTHIGL 2 il ilesri Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, we are constrained by time.

@0 ©8.8. @I RS5T Dwmo
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I will conclude. And, when we can have a measure of
self-governance that is due to the people, we will also
stand equally with the majority community and strive
towards a one national identity.

Thank you.

[e. ©0. 2.47]

@6 g8 8. exselch ®nm

(orenryflg oeds 1F. QuriT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

GownGi®) @ OEn®B, ©d; I8 WO TG
O5IBn® 88w WOy ewldrNed Beadm Do ®e
BBowe 0meds OO gdDme ©wd MOOD BB, O©
©wd®50D e®ed’:

"deon & CoBdm gomden 0mRBO, gesned
BBeCarnowd ¢® emenmmed HBw W wo® wewsy BZO
20@s WO OO DEOR & CrB® aBNmONE ©®IRBBOD
D0 o 08w 8 B B O gdermds 908 e
GREB 008 8Ee®sIRND ewldmn ®S&."

D DrewsI® 8 Bdiced? oPenxm 0
©wdSEBND W ELEED NEECD BLIG YA O DB ©w@d)
Pen. O° BB, ePen eDE ®mHN BE 0w WO
®1 Oy 0085 »BWOR e® ewl¥x»Nd emedd ®od
3DVNBIB @8 WOBIB.

Gowo0nGi®) 90 OEROB, ged oIy wuBmed
B ownd 20® Bnow oxnedd, 80 mEs Bwed
BGBCO sy HO Bwoed dBfwid BweEo wewns’ SR By
& dy ¢l 90 0 Beamdl. & Bw g ¢Sidmed
con Bw 888 BBe® HBw, we® owd Bwed mHGBI®
wewsy eOmlesy Y Onemd Jew yHIcw »ed,
9880l WO eomerensy VD OB HBeWO gww 8
B a® Y B-vEe, 0c®gs, §EEd¢, Orede, abnde,
ewudmmE By B8EnoW ememynees’ godmer mOmm
PO WO EBNCIEID) OB. EWEDR) OeV® B BH®
GO0 IO 3¢ . & e@ime nOTed ¢dusn
sudmed HBe Bwesy od 8eHsy esN0® Bwr. & Died®
Po® BEAcCO wecHsd 000m Bwn. IHEmO B HO®
emenm »OSTed gmNH0 B8O 9288wd wmd B -
DOV LB BBBND, POBW FHBIBHD 8y WD
-2 BmOwW @B OET BERCO 988w wmbd »8- Im
eWEDIH WOB HOBTETE YWIRWH.

Their own claim. de»® @83wd wm om ©eRewI®
08, e®im¢ D DRewI® '@ BwEw, @ ec®gs, ®
ewIm™®B, © eE®B, @ S80S BreEs Bwr B8S® edewnd
ecorned & 80OBHhed Bwdd ecmnl 8Jwed Bw® &
Bos) C¢ el §18 om0 8D eahewd gddhdE
WD O O emIWeF KHBw v HO® VYed
585 wezN H©BID YOO WO vy RYsTed Ymorewss
BN OBID YOO O 51

Y006 ©0; OTEHHOB, v B 153 @® ewddrNed
888 cved D1co® eCavienr Om LI wvAwed
8 CrBm amym00 ¢ o¢t, dDed KHBw RO BuEo
2D "0 § ceBm" Do Bem c’nde BBed
280ewsy E e¢rIy YOOI GPICWO ¢dusiny BYwBma
eOmE 00E Bedde ged PHAPPO OBOLND axd
$20583890 @O W5 o.

ged  @almn® OndEied  gside0® e0dd
©8.edDD®W, WYDO Heodm  PWRR®  OudE
Boeaddmw6. 98 BedmDr, "wEe®s¥m w@wwid" Bweeo
P BESrews WO 00 8Ee®sin wwed
0@8mwsy e ¢ @Y D@, WIBIGWOC®G,
86ida sved mmemOow ©w 0 ececems. I
geoyms 908HwsY ececrn B8 WOsTes, 8Ee®sIn
OYf0cwm B¢ @, 8YmBDIwed NEWmen; Y
288e®@sin 05If0cdem Bw gn, Gl sFsed
2NBHOSBed 5S®w6R).

OB 0® 298® 8w OFFOG Y ececrn endd
O Be® PO, v v PBRDEO OBOLNDD
e O Beanmdo.

08 e@en® BwsDo:

"o §O ¢, own () wv (9) e8¢ ymJ s¥moEm B
08Dy, eun (g), () w» (@) odde BEDHD wewsy
oSS gen 05 & 0Ol exndEIzN g &5
eONWBOEY FeDm DD HVAWOD PCLO DO BE
gfeny @."

Yo O OBIEnOB, ¢l Ovewd e®
28Be®@sIn ®wwd Bwsm e & w.@gBe Boewwn
BBe0 &85 emONww DO B gmD. ©®O Diggedd
DNBNBWENC  HOBROB, 008 w.gBw Boemw RBZe02
s8cfedr® a8 o OB BBy, WOIBLNEHDREES &5
@m0 e@imte Buwo.

S0 @@ @mnOowed ®m emOww e imn,
208Ee®@sTned Buwls NEW®OCed 8 @D
e B e¥viw o©xImy Az 8 ¢l emvmned
gm0 8EAe YE®O, D1conf® eFams Om cdeisIm
BYBDEWsY 85 0mONww WOBIBN § emgd glsy
OB Bedwlesy. & B8 wdwm ¢85 WO Bedmda.
o8 & BBOW nwsiesy 5B, § GBm ammysmdns
©md) HBO B8EacO § YeRI® o mwsiess A0,
DR B0 »OYDed a8 paANO OsOFD
8.eadDDIB WO vy DO 0® ¥ DL §BD
glocws’ 08n BB peadin® DsdEG0D, ded ¢IFHIHo
BBO grmes mIE Beamda.

D6 DaggedO sNBNWB IS BWEN

(oreryfl@ sureGspeu BresTTWESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

@G OTEROB, chdusim wvBme 0¥ 9CEe vyed
5B O g Beadmda.

o0 48 8. ersebch dnm
(oreryfl@ oedls LF. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
1. Oed ¢Gided -



951 2012 gendsn 10 952

@0 Dagged O BNBNGE IS Owmo

(omessrLA@ ourHGHeu HTeRwTTWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

cBsin svBmed 050ed8. el wvBme Swo
©8:8 mO® 05I5 9EEO vyed wewsy OB,

@0 g8 8. eselfdh ®vm

(oressryLll@ o8l 1F. QuGryrm)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

cEesID wuBmed sy 0 On®m Y|, dWcduyw
o). cEeIn  svdmees’ Dios  edsier’. o
HOBROB, oty vBABmBY goe 9CEe ©pwe &8
e BEDS 808 mIBTeny B3P @TT.

G068 O5IE 0
(pewevewgTHIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)
(The Presiding Member)

That is the application form.

@0 g8 8. erueldh ®vm

(oressryLil@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Geowzno® ©d 038R, application form  o»
20808 mostesy oywesy. Application form &m Bedses?
& Buwo ©8:8 BBed® ad@ew. awugd® svyed Beanmdr BwEd
OR® BDDO ©O B® LWL NP BOHS SO IO VG
0 Bedsien’ 810 gugd@unen eDsim o). v
cBed Bwo 8.8 BBe® wudmed, cdui1sIm wuwdmed
REO m>® 8 @OMEs®, 525 DE®®6 S50 ©50edE,
Bwod dBwd wewsy Dsvesy 5y1.

@0 Dgged O BNBNGE IS Owmo

(omessrLA@ ouTEHGHeu HTewTTIWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

1951 gom 17 ¢om cdesisy @0 en Bwows-d BBe® smn
250 Bwoed ©0ed HBw B8Edc DEmo gmesn BILO
BBewsy 9@ aw.

@6 g8 8. exselch ®nm

(orenryflg oeds 1F. QuriT)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

O ¢ OBROB, IS O WD ¢GOBT BN

RIMed ¢0105Y OBONE. YT god Dwedd gv. HYD
®ed ¢Gofed cdutm Bw ©8:d mdde & cdusIm
wwimed O ¢SDred “m DEvw, Bwed mcBc, an®
Burdm dumwn 3B DD ©® ww. Im 80 &$808. &
Ded® BBwdiews Doewsy 880 85E »H »OYROEE
OO Boncid sty wuBm ©8viens WO Oy
MEeE B o BB cduis svdmem & D8ow
DD

@0 Dagged O BNBNGE IS Owmo

(omessrLA@ ouTHGHeu HTeRTTWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

®ed g form om Bedm . 88 dw IDSD HOFHO.

@0 g8 8. eselfdh ®vm

(oressryLil@ o8l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

RID® Busesy cdois wvAmed Ot Beam Do
BwEe?

@G Dgge gD BNBNGE S B0

(omrevsr 0@ eurHGHeu HTewTTIWLSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

cdosiny wnBme Gw u8.8 B8e®2 Birth Registration
Entry RBecs o Bedms. Registrar-General
mEcess’ Im s eostd eon Bedmdl. & form dexf
Beadn O 00 0® BHded.

G856 O5IEn®

(BewevemwsTHRIGL 2 Mliilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

OG0 OTEROB, VINSed E @D »HO v3. »O
e¢ecem ®mD HOBIB B350,

00 48 8. ersebcs dnm

(oreryfl@ oedls LF. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Y006 ©0; OBIEROB, 0® ydmw Bdimdens »C
OB . ©0 FOBROSB, 8 IR0 Do Red®ny
BemDo O moced By o BBO clodm
wBmem 8 DBo® 5y BeEo. ®od ¢Gidved ¢duisim
wnBmed 85 DEvw Dy O8 Bwed mGHhBS® myw. ©
ey 00D YelrdE oOm® gmd  onwex
Beadmdrg Bwocr. qod paEfe® Osdded 4le
D1u0ENed BmDr &5 emOdiww dasd Bwc. ©O
Busies! e®@en 86886500 Beadm D Bws O»E.

YowsNGie) ©0; OBIEROB, ¢dwiry Drews’y KHBm
ED® on B8O Bustm gdenid. dw el gmmsmd
8E2cd »O Orod® wdmes. 9oy SPOSHD
05 & 8EAcd Dodvewsi® wews mer. Qod
©wdBsND OB HBm vigH® vort BvE, ecd¢ wY @Gt
8 REDBTO BWE @m0RC; WOV BE D DD OB.
SBm cH)® voer 8®Wd emIond ¢’ eds Bwsies.
O s8owmm ¢1ds Bumdr »HO QAL YOierw HEW
eon), J duEmnde D& IO wy u1EE0 B8O wBwd
Creamds. & Bwo nz REHTO B1E® emmOnc HBw®
DED® v wewsl Wo® B @ owddrn BOBIH
25)(@158.

[&. ©0. 2.57]

@0 Doggedd nznwmns dwm (5HBm wows wo

88088 F2DEV0 FIS0)

(wreryflg uraGseu prewrwssrTy - Csfw Guriflser,

Feps PHEOLILTL (B HEOLOFFT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National

Languages and Social Integration)

w00 ©0; OB, 0® ewdsrned adges gmo
Do, ged ©0 08 WOIgENWm OIER ewdsrn WS
Beastery § crBw amreysmd DD @8 BBOO 5O
880 omond; DOBe® HBw, @O &8 ©B»IcHT
5208086 @8 Bwed. n®ed widdw OREDST®
B0 WOY o a8 8. exedc 58n BOD dew®
5080 i BeEr. dev® O @ o »Sed o®
©wIBEENO0 DE-@mOW ¢ Dsiesy v

00 B8, 0® eDEEd ® v a8 moy V8D
0088y SHmHOFDCw gud O Bedwm BERS o
208 W WO, @08EPY SHGEDIwo e Beso
Beadmrdn, "¢cGledmed comnw Bwr ©E-8 BHBe®2 HBe
drews’ wewsl oes’ Bwed $HBweB" Bwer. 99
2012 38 @0 0® BEns vorTess.



953 208Be®x5Ind 954

@0 g8 8. eseldh ®vm

(oressryLil@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

RIN®O 8o Bedwlesd clduIm wvBmed gomad
syewe?

D0 DaggedO BNBNWI IS W

(omessLO@ ourTHGHeu HTenTTLSSTY)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

O], BT wBmed gwad 8w e@m BT

od 38 8. exsebd dnm

(oreryflg oeds 1F. QuCrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

a3 I o8 @ Bustesy. cduI wvdm g
sned “Bw 5w

@G Dagged® BRBNGE G Bwmo

(oreryLfl@ euraGzeu BrewTTWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

o0 888 euedd OEn® Bwm od gn »H® e®
CWIvEND om Ee® gdawvmdms . ©0 oD
WO NG OB ® SO D& sbedven OB ©®
0wdB50D 0o O BedsTesy BwE ® S&@Dies S Da.

omeE DT @ 0® eDEIed Wi Ruww Besim
DOBEB. 00 § EroBw gmymm0 HOB 0 end) »HOBIB
Y. HBW @0l B BPews, 0Om WEEE §ewrcs
Bwo -ged 00 ey e @Bn®), | am sorry. ac »H®
BOCEDD 000w Bedm)dr. #BCECS Yo OBn®
eNedE- ©d; 08 WoENGD OGNS Bwmds. Im
G e0edd. gEIHO® ged § cCoBw KHBe ©wd)
NQERO BN  CrrBRw HHBw e BNEOTHO YOOB
®OB 0@ & D¥vwsIed OmHFO e OO ¢ Joed®
D01 @® &5 D8ewst gm0 dveddes g 88 wvem® »d
0o HOB § CrBe HBw emt) BewsI yOOST Driess.
& Bwo ¢ud ¢l YO0 mOBTesy § CooBwe am5ysms
M BB, OB PEOHND @R B »HO® BHO® o®
eudd@wm %HBw O BRI BB, PO O SOBE
Beadmdie B ACD O 80w 050ed8 mIBI) 5.
50 D& O ecwnr WOTID AN

BDBTO®B, OB O®, POWBD BedsIsy By, 5@ B
DEOBmO® w@mDw, OOFO®, OB Beadmdr 5O
08 0® 8ug &5 DEOWHO Owmn OC OO KHBw
@md) BIDBIB YOO DrTery. & wewr mOWD O OB w@®
»O8 08 vwlwr “mymn Bewd wldm dhed gB@mbde.
eev®: 00m 0drles’? e® WFOD ®OOT WOBIB
. 0D OWmG DAwm @@ Deaws OB
e0sYes’. Quns H® ¥ ©X CEID ©BIc® yIO®
0D MR O s g COD. 8 ¥ WE®
gosyes’ s es? e 88n mEed HE® 8 Gryo.

O BB, @O B8m wemw Bw ©wdydes
B IHDE sB0ErBIEWO W gud B Pew. I
0600 §F WO e0n gs §gnd HOOS Beadmdr OB
DOed m»HOgs’. & Bw mnO8 @ Jesw CrmBDEE pEws
00880 n w@ived pmEud®s Daewsy BE YEB T
MIOE Bedsieny. & 90 BEo RO a8 &€ O §oosn
0. 288 I» ¥ ¢0us) edeond wrles’. e®ime, g

OOB®  w@ews’ YLhnInDd  w®iemO sl
s8308nme edeos wm Bwd. & B youie Do dxfesy
ODOHO 6B OB. #TFBHOO eeBWmO® g DDBD ne
508 Bews O5¥er] omdg § yrmawe® 687 On Dxbdog
Bem om. & B g q¢ 0@ AT A god &
D8Bw @5y mD BOTDIeOD W5Im @l HOBZNE Bwm
OB, BewEwm »3ed ©0 5O vy Ved 8-»E gB»BIBHD
8050 wim. & DHhed®, 8® mimd ®ed 8p
ewd®0essy OBIER®0 HOOzuw Bw On@ed B¢
a0 8O0 Wwsim). & Ded® ged oo Lol
OIEn® dn@ed »ed BOD ewudmm & dved
e VOBD O® Bod FHBBD O wRYy eOmD
BaEo.

Go06:t) BB
(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 DN SjouiTd6r)
(The Presiding Member)

ewimnm §EES.

@G Dgge g BNBNGE S B0

(omrevsrL0l@ eurHGHeu BTewTTIWSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

°®®m 8Os, e® gBmwe WE®IO® EA HMB®O
YOO WO DB BmdwW e»edd, SO ¢cdds
D20, @@ WOBE OB ©2NedB BB, POBC dinvred
018080 Beasiesy ool w®ibem gcwdd.

@0 8. BrnenbB Swvm

(wrerflE ). alprusupiss)

(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

In our country, all the communities are Sri Lankans.
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We can become Sri Lankans only if we all are
agreeable on that, not otherwise. So, for us to become
agreeable on a Sri Lankan identity, we have to mutually
come to terms with one another and that is what we
should be trying to do. | think the Consultative
Committee had been set up with that in view, though that
has been neglected by some of you.
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Only the music can be played.
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I know, but the music alone does not make the
National Anthem. That is a very poor show.
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Then, people can sing it in their own language.
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We must never give apologies for the real situation.
We must have our National Anthem sung in both
languages and we must find a way out of it. We must find
a solution to it, not get away from this.
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That is right; that is correct.
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I know we have different approaches to the same
question, but |1 would take some advice from my Friend,
the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara because he is a musician.
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languages. | think that matter is now being looked into and
that will be implemented. Why a Tamil National Identity
Card is being written in two languages is in order to honour
the Tamil applicant. But, there appears to be a kind of
distinction.

G068 O5IE 0

(pewevewgTHIGLD 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you have to conclude now. There are
three other Members to speak. - [Interruption.]

@07 Datged® sNBNWIB IS SWsN

(orewryLfl@ suraGseu BreTTLESTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Yes, | know. Therefore, the intended purpose was not
achieved. To the contrary, a negative purpose was
achieved by that. Therefore, we must write every National
Identity Card in both languages and that is agreeable.

@0 g8 8. eueldh ®vm

(oressryLil@ 928l 1F. QuGrym)

(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

It should be written in all three languages.

@0 DaggedO BNBNWII IS W

(omess L@ ourTHGHeu HTenTTILSSTYT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

No, in two languages. The link language is -
[Interruption.] That, we will use. ®® 5® BwsiesS e
0200 508 od Yerl OCHR. © 9.8 Bwslesy, mY
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Bedz mEE 9D,
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(The Presiding Member)
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@G 48 6 Bwmo

(wrenrfl@ Sjedld Gomr)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(wrenrfl@ Sjedld Gorr)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)

28 Busiesy, » avsln vy oYl YO goEs BO
g Busis) @8 BedmDo.

DO DaggedO BNBNWII TS BWBN

(omrevsrLll@ eurHGHeu HTewTTIWSSETY)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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@07 Datged® sNBNWB IS SWsn
(oreoryLll@ suraGseu BremTTLESTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

§oe520:8) OB
(pewovewGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesri Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

What is your point of Order?

D0 DaggedO BNBNWI IS W

(omessTLO@ ourHGHeu HTenTTIWLSSTYT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Sir, | thought that | have concluded the Debate on the
first Private Member's Motion.

G068 O5IE 0

(pewevemgTHIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

No, it will be concluded by the Hon. Wijaya
Dahanayake, Deputy Minister of Public Administration
and Home Affairs.

@0 g8 ®C Bwme

(wrehr i@ Sjedd Gomr)

(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(The Presiding Member)
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[3.15 p.m.]

@0 8. eedecrsT Ovm

(omressrll@ <. Guirdrmegesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake has brought in this
Motion with very noble intentions. However, | do not
believe that the country, the nation, is mature enough
today to get rid of all these other nomenclatures given to
the different races and religious followers. When His
Excellency the President said after winning the war, "We
have no more minorities”, we, the minorities felt a little
scared whether we all are going to be absorbed into the
majority. Like that, today, if we are not allowed to state or
keep our personal identities by way of our race. Then,
that would be very much detrimental because even in the
census, they cannot identify us on the basis of race. But,
this change has to come not in documentation; it has to
come from the heart. You have to make us feel that we
are equal in this country in all matters and we will not be
discriminated against on the basis of race. Only then, we
can really develop a national identity, a Sri Lankan
identity.
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Our Colombo District Leader and one of our great
Hon. Members who always believes in equality for all
communities in this country has just suggested to me that
it is better to have two National Anthems as we are
disputing whether the National Anthem should be sung in
Tamil or in Sinhala at different functions. He suggested
that and | believe that it would be a very good solution, to
this issue of National Anthem to have at public functions,
only the music played where each person can sing it in his
own language. If the National Anthem has been written
and the music has been rendered in such a manner that
you could sing it together, that difference will not be seen
and each person would feel in his heart that this is his
nation and he is singing his own National Anthem. That
type of approach to this issue only can bring a true Sri
Lankan identity rather than getting rid merely of
documents and forms where your identity is not shown at
all. 1 do not want to become a person without an identity.
I want to retain my language identity, my religious
identity always and by just knocking it off from
documents and forms alone will not set this right. The
need, as the Hon. Sumanthiran said, is for you, the
majority, to accept the minority in this country as equals
and make us feel that we are Sri Lankans on an equal
footing with everybody else.

Thank you.

[&. ©0.2.19]
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(The Hon. Wijaya Dahanayake - Deputy Minister of Public

Administration and Home Affairs)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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“I am a White, so | should not elect a Black” Bwes

0@ @008mnedm® Snd »®, then Obama will not be
the President. Even though there is a turmoil in the whole
world today, still there is a President called "Obama". So,
they are basically trying to enrich and foster that rich
culture. So, | am trying to say that that is the way we
have to think. A Singaporean will proudly say that he is a
Singaporean. He may be a Chinese for sure; he may be a
Malay for sure or he may be a Tamil; but at the end of the
day, he gets the tag of a "Singaporean". There is nothing
wrong in that. That is what we are saying. When we
gained Independence, the Hon. D.S. Senanayake thanked
the Muslims and the Tamils and said, “We all are together
getting what we deserve as Sri Lankans.” -[Interruption.]
Now this is basically, | would say, the lack of
genuineness. You have got to blame the Capitalists; you
have got to blame the British. No, let us stop this
parochial thinking. [Interruption.]In that case, you must
be going in a bullock cart, not in a car. Hon. Vausudeva
Nanayakkara, you as the Minister -[Interruption.]

@G DggedO BNBNGI WG Dm0
(orenrfl@ sursGseu BrewTTWSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
That is what you are.

®©F; 8 WS €65 Bwmn

(omressryLll@ rall & HenTTHTwd)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

No, that is not. -[Interruption.] That is the very
sadness for all of us. We are trying to break the shackles
of that. All | basically say is, that absence of war is not
peace. You cannot obtain solidarity at gunpoint and to
you cannot bring peace by legislation. All what | have to
say is that these should come through hearts and minds of
the people. Then you can say, “We are accommodative
Sri Lankans.”
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Today, Muslim businessmen cannot do business in
Colombo. The Tamil businessmen cannot do business in
Tamil, in the way they want. But, you are saying that they
can. You go to the Port. You go to the Customs. | am
challenging you.-[Interruption.] Okay, | do not want to
bring this up as a matter. All I am saying is, why did the
Muslims form The Sri Lanka Muslim Congress in 19867
Why were there Eelam parties in the country? We do not
need them. You have got the strong Sri Lanka Freedom
Party to cover everybody. There is the United National
Party to cover everybody. There may be the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party or the Communist Party. But you do not
need to have the Jathika Hela Urumaya for one lot. This is
what | say which is wrong. So, all | want to do is to bring
the collective strength of the Sri Lankan social fabric.

| again re-echo the main objective of this Motion. The
industriousness of Tamils, the business acumen of
Muslims and the large heartedness of Sinhalese need to
be put together to make a Sri Lankan identity. -
[Interruption.]

G020 OB
(BewevewGTHRIGL 2 Ml esi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)
And the flamboyance of the Malays-

®©35; 68 WS EI5NB2 W™

(oreryLfl@ rafl &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes, the flamboyance of the Malays - and | do not
know what else of the Chinese. But, whatever it is, we
have to ensure that we maintain that identity. So, all |
could basically say is that a strong Sri Lankan identity is
very essential. | strongly believe that we do not need race
and religion in the passport; we do not need it in the
Identity Card and we do not need it anywhere. But all we
have got to do is, when a Tamil person goes to a
particular place he must be treated in the same way a
Sinhalese is treated.

So, link language, as you said -[Interruption.] Why
not? Anybody can ask in English. Give it. The lack of it
does not mean that we are short of it. We are not strong
enough to do that. No conviction; no courage. That is the
difference. When the late Hon. J.R. Jayewardene brought
in the Thirteenth Amendment, what did he say? When
somebody from media posed a question he said, "This is
too little, too late.”. Then he was asked; "Why did you not
do it?" Then, he said; " | did not have the conviction or
the courage." Now, we are paying the price for. Also this
is in no way giving a licence to the Tamils nor the
Muslims to take undue advantage of this.

| was pretty surprised when my Colleague, the Hon.
Sumanthiran, said, "as if we have done an error." No,

together have done that error. They also have not done
that in the correct spirit. We also have not responded in
the correct spirit. That is what is important. We have not
given this for the sympathy of anybody. That is not the
case. We have to ensure that we protect the Sri Lankans.
We have all messed up and if that is the case, we all have
to get together to rectify the error. This is not pointed at
one particular government, but at all governments. So, let
us not postpone this for tomorrow. What has got to be
done today needs to be done today and that is what we
expect by moving this Motion.

Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara mentioned that this
issue will be taken up at the Consultative Committee.
But, 1 think it is going to be a waste of time. If you can
have a special Select Committee on this issue and finish it
off-

There will be a Select Committee on the ethnic issue;
there will be a Select Committee on a Sri Lankan
identity; there will be a Select Committee on
Parliamentary Privileges and the future Constitution. All
these are only time taking exercises.

I was very happy when the Hon. Eran Wickramaratne
mentioned one thing. The LLRC was a very independent
Commission put forward by the Government and we
salute many of the things that they have come up with.
On that, it is said that independent commissions are most
important to de-nationalize or de-politicize all major
issues.

Gos06:t) @I n®a
(sewevenSTHRIGL 2 DN SyouiTd6r)
(The Presiding Member)

Please wind up .

®5; 08 WG @a25062% Wm0
(oreTLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWsS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, just give me one more minute.

So, let us bring that forward as a starter. Then, the
other one is, ensure that you implement the LLRC
recommendations. That is not something I am saying.
That is a Government appointed Commission to see how
we can ameliorate the situation, addressing the problems
that are there.

This Motion is not to exploit anybody, any
community or any race, but only to bring about a strong
Sri Lankan identity together. So, | hope the collective
wisdom of this House would bring my Motion into play,
take it forward and ensure that we have a strong Sri
Lankan identity. We have to bury the past, have a
Committee on truth and reconciliation set up, finish this
off and then move forward towards a better tomorrow.
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Thank you very much and | look forward to the
support of everybody. | hope a time limit would be set on
this, Hon. Minister. You mentioned that this will be taken
up at the Consultative Committee. Can you ensure that
this is taken up at the Consultative Committee and
finished off within three months? - [Interruption.]

Ssry0it) OIFn®o0
(sewevensTHIGL o MILLNGTT Sy6uTder)
(The Presiding Member)
You can settle that with him outside.

@0 Dagged® BRBNGI G Bwmo

(orenryLll@ euraGzeu BrewTTLSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

Hon. Member, we can do it within even one month.
But, the important thing is what we do there. Having
considered the matter, we have to report it to Parliament
as a recommendation of the Consultative Committee.

®©5; 08 S €5032 YD
(omevsrLll@ Tall & HewTTHTIWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
That is important.

G020 OB

(BewevewGTHRIGL 2 il lesi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

You may settle it in the Lobby after this.

®F; 8 WS €W O
(omevsryLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSE)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Even the COPE reports, but nothing happens.

G 06t) OIE 0

(semevenHTHRIGL 2 MILILNETT SjouiTder)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have crossed your time limit taking
two minutes, three minutes.

g S@wz 8, s ®®m Se.
aflearir QGBI (B) sTHmI%CIETeTenTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.

Ssrn0it) OIFno

(sewevensTHRIGL ° MILLNETT S)ouTder)

(The Presiding Member)

I now call upon the Hon. Ajith Kumara, to move the
next Private Members' Motion - No. P.51/'10.
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“Galle provides an outstanding example of an urban ensemble
which illustrates the interaction of European architecture and
South Asian traditions from the 16th to the 19th centuries. The

most salient feature is the use of European models adapted by
local manpower to the geological, climatic, historical, and
cultural conditions of Sri Lanka.”
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair,
and THE HON. AJITH P. PERERA took the Chair.
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ENCOURAGING THE CULTIVATION OF
PALMYRAH

[5.04 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

I move,

“That this Parliament resolves that steps be taken to encourage
the cultivation of Palmyrah known as “Katpagatharu" which is
very useful for the public and to promote productions related to
Palmyrah."

"SDHUSS["TAT HWPSELILGLD, QUTHILESEHdHE b
LIweneuTLl CUHMISS (HLD

LIED T L1 LT (eI

LIGDEITLOT aflewerdaais @
ETNEVGE T LS

WATSH  BLAIGSMBEHST  sT(HHBLILL. Cousr(Rolossr

@) LurrTEpLeTMD &iresflsseaTng."

2014551061115 51

I read the Tamil version of the Motion also because it
is very important.

The palmyrah trade is primarily based in the Northern
Province. There are over 3.5 million palmyrah trees in the
Jaffna District alone. There are very many more in the
areas like Hambantota, Puttalam and in certain other areas
of the country. Sir, we are very happy that the Minister
for Economic Development, the Hon. Basil Rohana
Rajapaksa, visited Jaffna recently and inaugurated the
Palmyrah Research Institute in Kaitadi, Jaffna in order to
give a boost to this industry. We are happy, Sir, that the
Government of India has provided vehicles for the
Palmyrah Research Institute and has supplied laboratory
equipment also to the tune of Rs. 70 million. The project
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will help to revive the palmyrah industry in the Jaffna
District. As | told you, there are 3.5 million palmyrah
trees in the Jaffna District alone. India's assistance will
help in the expansion of research at the Institute, thereby
improving the production and productivity in the
Northern and the Eastern Provinces and benefiting around
60,000 families whose livelihood depends on the
palmyrah industry, either directly or indirectly.

The industry will also help the palmyrah farmers and
handicraftsmen to improve the quality of their products
and provide market access, thereby generating better
returns to them. The project will also generate self-
employment opportunities in the North and the East.

I must also place on record our appreciation of the
great strides taken by the Hon. Minister, the Hon.
Douglas Devananda, and his able Deputy Minister, the
Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake, in order to help the
palmyrah industry thrive in this country, bringing a large
amount of benefit to the people by attracting tourists to
this country. The palmyrah tree is equal to the coconut
tree and both these plantations are referred to as
"katpagatharu". The closest meaning that we could give
to the word ‘katpagatharu’ is cornucopia, which is a
Latin word. That refers to a horn which gives what we
desire. This tree will give what we desire. So, both the
palmyrah tree and the coconut tree are considered as
"kapruka".
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There are certain varieties of craft produced using
these trees. One is tuber-based products; fresh and dried
tuber, dried tuber flour, boiled tuber flour, palm posha,
biscuits et cetera. Then, there are palmyrah leaf-based
products - the traditional handicraft like rattan for
weaving baskets, weaving chairs, boxes for packing
cashew, tea and spices, hats, mats, ekel products, brooms,
toothpicks, skew sticks et cetera and flowerpots,
ornamental items, wall hangers, fibre dust as growing
media for horticultural plants and soil salinity control.
You can just imagine, Mr. Presiding Member, what a
large number of products the palmyrah trade covers.

Then, there are fibre-based products: hard fibre -
heavy-duty  brushes; medium fibre-cleaning and
household brushes; soft fibre and coconut fibre-yarn.

Timber-based products are used for construction
purposes.
@smiemLw  m uTsGwend  LWTUBHGSLILIL TLD6D

all_liu@euglvensy. sTeugl, sHUSSHllT o Ff  (1pHeL
Coureuen T @ peTar ewTSHGILI LITSHBIGEHID Lo HenIen Lt
LTINS SHSTSH, 2 W dHETH, UTLPaSSETHL LIWTUBSSLI

L@ SlesTment.

Timber is also used for making furniture, chipboard
and for fuel-wood. When | was a Minister, | visited
Kalpitiya. The Hon. Deputy Minister knows it. The late
Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne started a palmyrah-based
industry in Dutch Bay, Kalpitiya, a coir products
producing centre. It gave employment to a large number
of women, particularly in that area. Palmyrah is thriving
in the Kalpitiya area, mainly in the Puttalam District. |
would hope and earnestly urge the Minister, Hon.
Douglas Devananda, to pay more attention to that area too
in his future programmes.

Recently, Sir, 1 visited a village called
Thennaimaravadi in the Kuchchaveli Pradeshiya Sabha
area in the Trincomalee District. When | visited there,
those people were saying, -
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Sir, Minister Douglas Devananda initiated action to
rehabilitate and renovate the old Palmyrah Research
Institute as | mentioned to you in my introductory speech
today. The Government funded Rs. 45 million for
the project which was identified as one of the main
industrial projects under the "Vadakkin Vasantham".
@)etrmi 'ouL_ddleir UFHLD' 6TEVEVT S Sl®DEH6TeYILD
alwrigs BeSTng. F6T QT YFLIESSTST 'warlbs
Apgewer'ullest  oqliuenL_ulGew  Research  Centre  omiGs
Yriidg  eweubsll UL HESISTDE. Y EWDFFT
Caaurarhsr euisst  Qurmertsry el msH ewivFFiT
Cuendlsd TrEyLFag Sjeauisewer 9 uIGCH IwYhsIF CFaTn IbS
S liie] Bleweowsemg o ribLildgl eneuss HEslsTmri.

L_&6men

The initiative received the support of the Indian
Government also which gave Rs. 70 million. The
Secretary of the Traditional Industries and Small
Enterprise Development Ministry, Mr. V. Sivagnanasothy
recently revealed this. They have bought laboratory
equipment, glassware, chemicals, furniture and motor
vehicles to run the palmyrah research operation. The
Institute is expected to revive the palmyrah industry in
the Jaffna District with over Rs. 3.5 million palmyrah
trees planted. omiGs wriug Gevr #ib - Briug G #5556
GLoe) LIWSITLOTBISEDOTS SMSSTTHET. YOTTEV, @)HS DI FTHBISLD

SjaupenD TR eueTidsail(hdhHleTng.

The quality palmyrah products such as fruit pulp, soft
drinks, jaggery, sap vinegar will be introduced soon to
the market under various projects that the Ministry plans
to launch with the assistance of the Palmyrah Research
Institute. This was also revealed by Mr. V.
Sivagnanasothy, the Secretary to the Ministry. Therefore,
Sir, all in all-
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The Palmyrah Board must have tourist centres in
every town and | have proposed one in Puttalam also
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because people are travelling the route up to
Anuradhapura very much through Puttalam and you can
have a centre there. Then, you can have a centre in
Hambantota also because Hambantota is one of the major
tourist centres in the entire Asia and it is developing to
the amazement of the international community. So, you
must have a Palmyrah Centre for selling all palmyrah
products in Hambantota too.

Sir, 1 am also thankful to my Colleague, the Hon.
Hunais Farook, for ably supporting me by seconding this
Motion. | hope that the Ministry will get the message
rightly and correctly and do whatever possible in the
future for the development of the palmyrah industry and
through that, the development of all people in our
country, particularly in the North.

Thank you.
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Whereupon THE HON. AJITH P. PERERA left the Chair, and
THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.40 p.m. until 1.00 p.m.on Tuesday, 21st
August, 2012.
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