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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(")  @)eir@msv, 76tT?

asked the Minister of Ports and Highways:

(@ s he aware that-

(i) Kumbukkana, Okkampitiya, Buttala and
Sella Kataragama roads were carpeted
under the development programme carried
out in line with the “Deyata Kirula”
exhibition held in Buttala in the Monaragala
District; and

(if)  some of those roads have caved in by now?
(b)  Will he inform this House separately of the-

(i) sum of money spent to develop each of
those roads; and

(ii) local or foreign institution or institutions
that provided the aforesaid amount of
money ?

(c)  Will he also inform this House-

(i) of the name/names of the contractor/
contractors to whom the development work
of those roads were handed over;

(ii) of the institution that oversaw the
development work; and

(iii)  whether arrangements will be made to have
those places that have caved in, repaired by
those contractors ?

(d) If not, why?

o0 BEOC emmEIOE dvwm (Ddhae ® Bw@de
Bewdes g@msn®o)
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(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala - Deputy Minister of Ports
and Highways)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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8w 0 RO WOYD S G>.

lsveflglrmp 250,000 @ SOLULE  HBSISET, (i)
20090 el Ylleydm L ufGFTHemeruilsiry] s | e0f g [T
Q& mrsireueey Qeiuniul L &1 (Hégienf whmib o fw @aed® (S1.) 88O O5F
Blewpuilesl  QwrdhHedlssr  misTan uiliTClasTevaS) ooz g6 0
aflvemevager 250  Wlevedlglymd 6783  ov@ et QQE(?;#; 8ec
FSlweuHenm L(HHSHES Fnl (hHSHTeTLD ©ld TeTeU6wT .
éf,ﬂbg, gmimﬁf’ b L i’q’,._,_m mggmumz 2006 | 11,857,493.00 4,227,773.00
ool o @RI Ga? (88wm 11.857) | (BBwm 4.227)
G ., 2007 17,447,640.00 8,871,320.00
() @eir@pe, ereir (88w 17.448) | (B&wm 8.871)
asked the Minister of Heat 20| ST oS0
(@) Wil he state- 2010 | 32,471,530.00 | 14,512,342.00
(i) the amount paid as demurrage for drugs and (8Ew» 32.471) | (88w» 14.512)
surgical equipment imported in the year
2009 and the party that paid it; and () () BeE 43,734,265.008. (58eE BSEwm

(if) separately, the amounts paid as demurrage
by the State Pharmaceuticals Corporation in
the years 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2010 in
relation to the above imports ?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the wvalue of damaged, expired and
substandard drugs identified in the year
2008;

(i) the amount to be recovered from the
suppliers, who supplied substandard drugs;

(iii)  the reason for not recovering that amount;
and

(iv) even though it was revealed that the drugs
purchased in the year 2008 were not up to
the standard, the reasons for it being
neglected by the Tender Board in
repurchasing?

(v) Wil he state, separately, the loss incurred
by the State Pharmaceuticals Corporation in
purchasing 250,000 vaccines of 750
milligram Cefuroxime Sodium, bandages
without laboratory testing and 6,783 units
of 250 miligram Amoxycillin antibiotic
capsules without stipulated weight, in the
year 2009?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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Asked the Minister of Sports:
(@  Will he state -

0)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

the number of grounds required for the
Cricket World Cup - 2011,

the names of the selected grounds;
the criteria used to select those grounds; and

as to when the ICC informed of the number
of grounds required for the World Cup in
Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he also state -

(i)

(ii)

as to when the construction of the
International Cricket Ground at
Sooriyawewa was commenced,;

the initial construction cost of the said
ground estimated by the architect Mr.
Surath Wickramasinghe and the actual cost
incurred finally;

©

©)

(iii)
(iv)

808

the reason for the huge increase of the final
cost; and

as to why an Indian architect was required
when Mr. Wickramasinghe or other could
have done the job very well?

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(i)

as to why the Sri Lanka Ports Authority -
SLPA - involves in the construction of
cricket grounds; and

whether SLPA has a mandate to do so?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of State Resources and Enterprise

Development:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the date on which the Kantale Sugar
Company was closed down;

(if)  the loss incurred by the aforesaid company
from that date up to now;

(iii)  the amount of the allocations provided by
the government to the aforesaid company
during that period; and

(iv) the annual production capacity of that
company ?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he will table the lease agreement
pertaining to the leasing out of Kantale
Sugar Company;
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(i) name and the address of the person who
acted as an intermediary if it was leased out
to a foreign company; and

the names and addresses of the other
companies who offered to lease out the
aforesaid company ?

(c)  Will he state -

(i) the value of the equipment that belonged to
the Kantale Sugar Company;

(iii)

(if)  whether these equipment are included in the
lease agreement; and

(iii)  if not, the purposes for which the aforesaid

equipment were used ?

(d) Ifnot, why ?
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Annex tabled:

01. Uttam Sucrotech International Palmyrah Development Board Ltd
H — 194, Sector 63.Noida. U.P. India.

shalabh, Barshenev

02.

05

Bio Palm Energy Ltd,
7. Temasek Bouleveard, 29 -01 Suntech

Tower One, Singapore

. Vidkris India (PVY) Limlted.

Vidkris House. B-91.Panchsheel vinar,
sheikn Sarai Ph-1 New Delhi-110017,
India

. KPN Hong Kong Limited

Unit 1801.18F. Star house, No.03
Salisbury Road TSIM SHA TSUILKowloon,
Hong Kong.

Penfield Group Ltd.
Vanrepool Plaza.2* floor, Wickhams, cay L,

British Virgin Island
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06. Vijayanagar Sugar Pvt. (Singapore)
Vijayanagar Sugar pvt.Ltd Plot No90,
Screet no 7, Sagar Co-op socity Rd.
No2. Banjara Hills. Hyderadad — 500 034 A p.

07. Sewanagala Sugar Industries
Sewanagala Sugar Industries. 362,
Colombo Rd. Pepilivana. Boralesgamuwa
Sri Lanka.
08. Agri Business Machines Lins® I
Agri Business Machines 1ns’l No 10 Gunaratne Place, off park Rd.
Colombo 05

09. Aitken Spence
Aitken Spence PLC.
Aitken Spence Tower I, Vauxhall Street,

Colombeo 2, Sri Lanka
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asked the Minister of Labour and Labour Relations:
(@  Will he state -

(i) the annual interest rate paid for the deposits
in the Employees’ Provident Fund; and

(if)  the other benefits which the beneficiaries of
the Employees’ Provident Fund are entitled
to?

(b)  Will he inform this House the amount of the
portion of the total estimated cost for the
construction of the proposed headquarters of the
Employees’ Provident Fund, that is expected to be
spent out of the monies of the Employees’
Provident Fund ?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge - Minister of Labour and Labour
Relations)
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Asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources
Management:

(@ Isheaware that-

(i) all the constructions made under the
Nilwala Scheme with a view to control
floods in the Matara District, run the risk of
being destroyed ;

(i) as a result, the picturesque “Kirala
Kele” (Sonneratia - Cork tree plantation) is
also facing a threat of destruction ;

(iii)y the farmers are faced with a serious crisis
situation due to a potential threat caused by
floods?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether action will be taken to renovate the
canals and the constructions made under
the Nilwala Scheme expeditiously ; and

(if)  if so, of the period of time required for it?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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GOl Geuryr?

@1@mev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Sports :

@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he state, after how many years the P.
Saravanamuttu Stadium comes to international
cricket, since it was developed ?

Will he admit that -

@)

(i)

(iii)

the Tamil Union Cricket Club had given an
offer to develop the P. Saravanamuttu
Stadium;

the aforesaid offer was of 780 million
rupees to develop the Stadium with 25,000
seats; and

the Sri Lanka Cricket had rejected the said
offer meanwhile accepting alternative
offers for the same purpose?

Will he state -

(0

(ii)
(iii)

the reasons for rejecting the offer given by
the Tamil Union Cricket Club to develop
the P. Saravanamuttu Stadium;

the other offers accepted; and
the reasons for accepting alternative offers?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of State Resources and Enterprise
Development:

(@  Will he inform this House-
(i) the profit made or the loss incurred by the
Embilipitiya Paper Mill from 2001 to 2004;
and

(i) separately, the allocations made by the
Government annually for paying the
salaries of the employees of that Mill from
year 2005?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) the date on which this institution was
transferred to the Strategic Enterprise
Management Agency (SEMA); and

(i) the amount of money spent by the
Government or by any other means for this
Mill after it was transferred to SEMA?
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(¢)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the institution to which the aforesaid Mill
was given under the 30-year lease basis;

(if)  the year in which the aforesaid lease period
starts and the year in which it ends;

(iii) the amount of money the Government
received during the period of that lease; and

(iv)  whether he will table the lease agreement ?
(d)  Will he state-

(i) the extent of the land that belongs to the
Mill in acres;

(i) the Government’s assessed value of one
acre of the aforesaid land during the period
of the lease;

(iii)  the value of the machinery of the Mill;

(iv) whether the machinery is included in the
lease agreement;

(v) if not, the purpose for which such
machinery was used?

(e) Ifnot, why?
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(7) @)eTCmsv, ereT?

asked the

Minister of Sports:

(@  Will he state-

(i)

(i)

(iii)

the amounts paid annually to the cricketers
in the Sri Lankan Cricket squad for the year
2010 and 2011 to date separately;

the criteria used to determine the payments;
and

the persons who are responsible for setting
up the aforesaid criteria?

(b)  Will he also state-

(i)

(ii)

whether the Selection Committee is fully
responsible for the selection of the Cricket
Team ; and

if not , whether there is anybody else
holding that responsibility?

842

(c)  Will he inform this House-

()

(ii)
(iii)

the names of the members of the Selection
Committee from 2010 to date;

whether they are paid; and

if so, the amount they have been paid in any
form or way?

(d)  If not, why?
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Annex tabled:

SRI LANKA CRICKEL
NATIONAL TEAM CONTRACT PAYMENT

201172012
v 3 Contract Amount
S USss

Category A
1{Kumar Sangakkara 120,750
2|Mahela Jayawardena 120,750
3| Thilan Samaraweera 120,750
4|T.M.Dilshan 120,750
5|Lasith Malinga 48,300

Category B
6|Nuwan Kulasekera 82,688
7{Anjelo Mathews 82,688

Category C
8|Upul Tharanga 66,150
9|Prasanna Jayawardana 66,150
10| Ajantha Mendis 66,150
= -

Caiegory D
11|Rangana Herath 49,613
12| Tharanga Paranavithana 49,613
13|Sujar Randev 49,613
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31{Chinthaka Jayasinghe 7,500
32|Dinesh Dharshanapriya 7,500
33|Hasantha Fernando 7,500
34|Indika Seram 7,500
35|Jeevantha kulathunga 7,500
36{Jehan Mubarak 7,500
37|Kaushal Lokuarachchi 71.500
38|Mahela Udawatte 7.500
39|Malinga Pushpakumara 7,500
40|Michael Vandort 7,500
4110Omesh Wijesiriwardena 7,500
42|Sajith Pathirana 7.500
43|Saman Jayantha 7,500
44|Sameera Soysa 7.500
45|T. N. Sampath 7,500
461 Yohan De Silva 7,500
530,000

DEVELOPMENT SQUAD CONTRACTED PAYMENT

Category E
14|Dilhara Fernando 33,075
15{Chanaka Welagedara 33,075
16{Thisara Perera 33,075
Category F
17|Chamara Kapugedara 22,050
18] Thilina Kandamby 22,020
19|Dinesh Chandimal 22,050
20{Lahiru Thirimanne 22,050
1,231,360
Contract Amount
NAME USS
(Categery A
1|{Chamara Silva 17,500
2|Dhammika Prasad 17,500
3 {Disniath Karunasatie « 17 ann
4|Farveez Maharoof 17,500
5)|Jeevan Mendis 17,500
6/Kaushal Silva 17,500
7|Malinda Warnapura 17,500
8|Nuwan Pradeep 17,500
9| Suranga Lakmal 17,500
10| Lahirz Thirimana 17,500
Category B
11{Diruwan Perera 12,500
12{Dilshan Munaweera 12,500
13}|Janaka Gunaratne 12,500
14|Kosala Kulasekara 12,500
15|kusal Janith Perera 12,500
16|Malinga Bandara 12,500
17|Milinda Siriwardena 12,500
18 |Muthumudalige Pushpakumara 12,500
19| Nadeera Nawela 12,500
20{Nilanka Premarathe 12,500
21|Roshene Silva 12,500
22{Sachithra Serasinghe 12,500
23Sachithra Senanayake 12,500
24Sajeewa Weerakoon 12,500
25 Siugﬂ’rasmmn 12,500
26)Shaminda Eranga 12,500
27| Tharanga Lakshitha 12,500
Category C
28|Angelo Perera 7,500
29|Bhanuka Rajapakshe 7,500
30|Chaminda Vidanapatirana 7,500

201172012
NAME Rupees

- iAma! Athplathrondall A20 000
2|Ashan Priyanjana 480,000
3|Ashen Silva 480,000
4 |Chathura Peiris 480,000
_5|Churangana De Silva 480,000
6|Chintaka Perera 480,000
7|Damith Indika 480,000
8|Dasun Randika 480,000
9|Denuwan Rajakaruna 480,000
10{Dhanushka Gunathilleke 480,000
11|Geeth De Alwis 480,000
12|Gihan Rupasingha 480,000
13|Isuru Udana 480,000
14|Kanishka Elvitigala 480,000
15|Kithruwan Vithanage 480,000
16|M S Kamileen 480,000
17|Madura Lakmal 480,000
18|Rajeev Weerasinghe 480,000
19|Ramith Rabukwella 480,000
20|Romesh Buddika 480,000
21|Samitha De Mel 480,000
22[Shehan Jayasooriya 480,000
23|Sohan Borelessa 480,000
24[Udara Jayasundara 480,000
25|W Saliya Saman Jeewantha 480,000
26| Yasoda Lanka 480,000
12,480,000
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NATIONAL TEAM CONTRACTED PLAYERS e - 1;500
2010/2011 =

22|Sujeewa de Silva 7,500
NAME USss 23| Dilhara Lokuhettige 7,500
1 |Mr. Kumar Sangakkara 120,750 24| Hasantha Fenando T.500
2|Mr.Mahela Jayawardena 120,750 25| Dinesh Darshanapriya 7.500
3 MerMumi.ithxm 76,883 = 7,500
4|Mr.Thilan Samaraweera 120,750
5|Mr.T.M_Dilshan 120,750 27|Sachitra Senanayake 71,500
6|Mr.Lasith Malinga 120,750 28|C. Vidanapathirana 7,500
7|Mr. Nuwan Kulasekera 82,688 29| Ashan Priyanjana 7,500
8|Mr. Anjelo Mathews 66,150 305, Prasamna 7.500
9|Mr. Upul Tharanga 49,613 .
10|Mr. Rangana Herath 49,613 gt Tharngs Labnhine ——
11 {Mr. Prasanna Jayawardana 49,613 32|Janaka Gunaratne 7,500
12|Mr. Thilan Thushara 49,613 33|Sajeewa Weerakoon 7,500
13|Mr. Chamara Kapugedara 49,613 34|Milinda Siriwardena 7,500 |
14 {Mr. Ajantha Mendis 49613 35|Nuwan Zoyza 7,500
15|Mr. Thilina Kandamby 49,613 = =3 . 2,300
16|Mr. Dilhara Fernando 33,075 Lolosarachchi
17|Mr. Chanaka Welagedara 33,075 37| Gayan Wijekoon 7,500
18|Mr. Tharanga Paranavithana 33,075 38 |MNadeera Nawela 7,500
19|Mr. Sujar Randev 22,050 39| Dinuk Hettiarachchi 12,500
20|Mr. Dinesh Chandimal 22,050
1,320,087 s
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD CONTRACTED PLAYERS
A-TEAM CONTRACTED PLAYERS 201002811
201072011
NAME Rupees

NAME USS - 1 |Madura Lakmal 430,000)

1| Lahiru Thirimana 17,500 2 jLohin Gamags 420 000l
2|Kaushal Silva 17,500 3 Maling:th;nluuuam 480,000
3|Chamara Silva 17,500 4 |Ishan Jayaratne 480,000
4| Malinga Band 17.500 5| Yohan De Sitva 480,000
: - 17,500 6 |Geeth Alwis 480,000]
7 | Amal Ahulathmudali 480,000

6|Farveez Maharoof 17,500 ¥ emtnds Bur 480,000]
7|Malinda Wamapura 17,500 9 [S. Gangodawila 480,000
#|Jehan Mubarak 17,500 10 |Saminda Ersngs 480,000
9|Jeevantha Kulathunga 17,500 11 |’k Prmmenniies 480,000
10|1suru Udana 12,500 12 |Dhanushka Gunathilleke 480,000
11|Nuwan Pradeep 12,500 13 |Bhanuka Rajapakse 480,000
12 |Kaushal Weeraratne 12,500 14 |Shalika Kanmanayake 430,000
13| Chinthaka Jayasinghe 12,500 15 |Sajitha Pathirana 480,000
14]Indika De Seram 12,500 16_|Ranesh Povers S
15|Michael Van Dort 12,500 17 |Kushan Janith Perera 480,000
18 |Anjelo Perera 480,000

16|Kosala Kulasekara 12,500 < — 480,000
17| Thisara Percra 12,500 20 - Fisms Femtando 480,000
18|Jeevan Mendis 12,500 21 |Sohan Borelessa 480,000
19|Mahela Udawatte 12,500 22 _|Satchithra Serasinghe 480,000
20|M.Pushpakumara 12,500 23 |Dilruwan Perera 480,000
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24 |Kanchana Gunawardena 480,000
25 |T.M.Sampath 480,000
26 |Shanuka Dissanayake 480,000
27 |Akalanka Ganegama 480,000
28 |Romesh Buddika 480,000
29 |Kithruwan Vithanage 480,000
30 |Chathura Peiris 480,000
31 |Charitha Jayampathi 480,000
32 |Vimanga Perera 480,000
33 |Naveen Kavikara 480,000
34 |Umesh Karunaratne 480,000
35 |Amila Prasad 480,000
36 |Chintaka Perera 430,000
37 |Arosha Janoda 480,000
38 |Gihan De Silva 480,000
39 |Suranga Lakmal 480,000
40 |Samitha De Mel 480,000
41 |Dilshan Munaweera 480,000

19,680,000
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Oui GOILLBeurymr?
(<) @TCmed eysir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the present position of the Electronic
National Identity Card Project that was
proposed to be implemented by the
Department of Registration of Persons,
nearly eight years ago;

(i)  the number of times the tenders were called
for this purpose;

(i)  the reasons for not proceeding with those
tenders;

(iv) whether a suitable supplier has been
selected by now;

(v) whether the selection of the aforesaid
supplier was done through calling tenders;
and

(vi) if tenders were called, the names of the
other tenderers who forwarded
applications ?

(b)  If not, why?
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(=) @rCmed, syesr?

asked the Minister of Economic Development :

(@)
0)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
(b)
(c) Ifnot,

Will he state-

the Commercial Agreements entered into
between a delegation from United Arab
Emirates and the Government of Sri Lanka
on 24 ™ November 2011;

the number of investors from the United
Arab Emirates who have come forward to
invest funds in commercial and other
business activities in terms of those
agreements;

separately, the fields they are expected to
invest in and the values relating to those
investments;

whether special concessions have been
granted / conditions imposed for those
investors; and

if so, what they are ?

why?
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Bewadss Oznemn®o

(Nl FUTHTWST Sj6uT6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

8 €O ¥ YLD ©d 90.8. gd¢CE 98D Oumo BEIC
°ad® 6 ewedsmNd.

@G @edsT g®dn® Sz
(omresorL1fl@ Cegmest LT GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss mOznemn®)

(LNrgld suThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. John Amaratunga, what is your point of Order?

@0 @8dsY a®ne® ®nm

(omesorLyifl@ Ceamedr ST GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Sir, | refer to "Rules of Debate™ under Standing Order
No. 78 regarding the speech that was made yesterday by
the Hon. Minister referring to the conduct of a Magistrate.

Bewdss mOznemn®)

(LNrgld suThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, a ruling was given on that by the
Presiding Member at that moment. So, you are not in a
position to challenge the Ruling given by a Presiding
Member.

@G @dst e®0n® Onmo

(omessrLyfl@ Ceamedr )T &IBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Sir, give me one minute. Besides the Ruling, the Hon.
Minister went on referring to the conduct of the
Magistrate. We do not know what had been eliminated -
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Bewadts Or1nemn®o

(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiaer)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Even at the end of the speech a ruling was given and
according to that, whatever statement that was made
contrary to the Standing Orders would be expunged from
Hansard. So, you are not in a position to challenge a
Ruling given by the Chair.

D0 @35T @@ -® Owmo

(omrevsrL0l@ Begmesr ST GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

We want a clarification. Give us a clarification.

Bewdss 2Or506mn®o

(LNrgld FuThTLST j6euidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

There is no clarification available on a Ruling given
by the Chair. As per the Standing Orders, there is no
provision for such a clarification.

@G @dsY g®on® Bwmo

(omerLyfl@ Ceamesr )T GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

How do we know what portion has been expunged and
what is in Hansard.

Beradts OrnemR®o

(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiaeT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

That is as per the ruling given by the Chair.

@G e&dsT g®dn® Bwmn

(omrevsr L@ Begmesr LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

But, we do not have a copy or any access to the
minutes.

Bewdss 2 r5ncmn®o

(LNrgld FuThTLST j6euidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

You will see it when the Hansard is made available.

@07 20 Besaznwm s
(omesryfl@ SBIT SlewTHTIdss)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Beawades 2O5nemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTd6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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@G g0 Le305n6® BV
(oressrfl@ S|BIT SlewTHTWSHS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
Bewmd. syeny e@ime?

Bewdes mSznemn®)

(Nl FuTHTWST Sj6uTdsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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B3D6 Bewd® ymcd OB wcum o DO ©®
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®C OB 061 €32532 D20

(renrfl@ rall & EHenTTHTidd:)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Rewdss DOzncemn®o
(LNrgld suThTsT jeuids)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

®C OB 261 €ma250@% Wm0

(oressrLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, yesterday when the Hon.
Speaker was presiding, there was a matter that was raised
on a meeting of the Consultative Committee of the
External Affairs Ministry. At that particular moment,
there was an erroneous statement made by the Hon.
Deputy Minister of External Affair saying that there was
a Consultative Committee on a given date. Therefore, a
ruling on that was supposed to be given today and | have
a further clarification -

Rewdss DOzncemn®o

(LNrglé suThTsT jeuiss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Speaker did not specify a date on which a
ruling will be given.

®5; 68 WG ea50E% Dm0
(omesorLyfl@ rall & HenwTTHTIWs)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
No, he said that he will give a ruling today.

Rewdss DOzncemn®o

(LNrgld suThTsT jeuids)

(The Deputy Speaker)

What he said was that he would give a ruling taking
into consideration what had been stated. So, accordingly,
he will give a ruling in due course.
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®©F; 8 WS € B2 BB

(omressryLll@ Tall & HewTTHTWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, you can hear me out. This is the
Parliament of Sri Lanka. This is not a Municipal Council
or any other place. When we ask a matter of importance
and when there is an erroneous statement that was made
purposefully in this august Assembly, there is a necessity
of -

Bewadt OrnemR®o

(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiaeT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, the Hon. Speaker has given you a
hearing and the ruling in respect of what you have stated
is pending. Therefore, | am not in a position to listen to
you.

®©F; 08 G256 Wm0
(orenTfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
How long will it take? - [Interruption.]

Beawades 2O5nemn®o

(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

No, he will but he is not present today.

®5; 08 WG @256 Wm0

(orenTfl@ rafl &HewTTHTWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, Hon. Deputy Speaker, you are competent enough
to give a ruling on it and the system goes on.

Bewadths Ornemn®o

(LNrdldF FuThTWST jeuiasr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

In a day or two, a ruling will be given. Thank you very
much.

00 aC®d £.60.68. 2tdO8 Pwmn

(omesorLyLfl@ SVAUDTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | have been on my point of Order much earlier.

Beawades 2O5nemn®o
(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTder)
(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Azwer.

@0 gCd &.09.08. atddd ®wmn

(LomesrLLfl@ HVADTE 6.6TF.6TLD. SjeV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | must submit that this is a very
solemn occasion where you have already called the Hon.
Leader of the House to move the Vote of Condolence on
one of our distinguished Members, Abdul Majeed who
passed away. His family members are also present here.
These Members are trying to obstruct the speeches that
are going to be made. | strongly condemn the tactics -

Bewdsn mOnemn®o

(LNrgld uThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

That is true. So, Hon. Members, do not make use of
this opportunity to -

@S g0 Beornwm Swmn
(orenTLyfl@ SBIT SlewTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss mOznemn®o

(LNrgld uThTLST jeuidsT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

©01 10 Senrnem OIEn®ed 88 ydme e@imnle?

©0 gGwod &.00.008. 8308 Swmn
(omedTLyfl @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6V6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

298 ESedes.
TWBSTI.
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@G 850 Seornwm Svme
(omessrLyfl@ SBIT SlewTHTIdS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
D8 eDsTmremd. [P BIOH]

[Brsmed e 858 9O o & ]
[y SBrrFsds s L_swemiiLig yspmLiLL Gsirendy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Ded edxes’ D »O Dvenm Dl dximremd.
©®R®I¢ OTFOGBTO ©d WOBID WesTesy

[Bcremned ges 558 9O o & ]
[y SBrrFsvrds w1 1_swemiiLilg ysmmLILL Blsirendsy]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(An Hon. Member)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(Nl FuTHTWST SjeuTderT)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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(LNrgld suThTET jeuidss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition will speak next.
Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?

©0 O8sYe @ geddsID Owmn (BBES
452 ®0)

(wreoryflg wanlbs wriur HCuaTgeaT - &HWHEGTLH
S| DLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena - Minister of

Agriculture)

I propose that Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now take
the Chair.

g E@uz @&, e 3@ S,
aflsorm aBIGHLILIL (B TMHMYS CIBTTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

ePRO Boewlehrs DOwwomn® Gowmews 9O
Hoewsy, o et &.88.98. gedds Bwmr §ereszrndsed Se.

GYSOT LA, LIIBIF FUTBTUET YeuiH6T bl ITeFernssleot/ssrmy
YFVG, LOTETLIOSG — YVUDTED  67.6TF.6TLD.  Y6YVSUT  Y6Ui H6IT
BEWSVHLD 6UB)BB T 56N

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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[2.44 p.m.]

o6 OBE OpdBw Swvm

20BDHS)

(oresrLyfl@ rewilsd allsHrwdnis - sTFTEsL & WHevauT)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the

Opposition)

There was a question that was put to the Deputy
Speaker as to whether asking questions prior to the Vote
of Condolence being taken up was a means of
dishonouring the late Hon. Abdul Majeed. Actually, as far
as | am concerned, the proper way to have honoured the
late Mr. Majeed was to have had the Vote of Condolence
earlier. He passed away in November 2011. We are
having the Vote of Condolence eight months later. If we
were unable to have the Vote of Condolence earlier, | do
not think at this moment it is appropriate to raise issues of
whether following the procedure in Parliament is correct
or not.

(B6da  sbdbed

I still remember the first time | met Mr. Abdul
Majeed. It was just after the 1965 Election as Mr. Dudley
Senanayake was endeavouring to form a Government.
While | was at home, a car turned up and someone rang
the bell. | opened the door and there was Mr. Majeed
getting out of the Volkswagon car together with another
person who was known to me called Mr. lllanganadan, a
Telecommunications Engineer. He inquired after my
father. | asked him to wait. | gave him a cup of tea and
rang my father who wanted me to instruct him to proceed
to "Woodlands" where they were all meeting with Mr.
Dudley Senanayake.

While having the cup of tea, he told me that he had
come all the way from the Kachcheri there. He had the
cup of tea and went off immediately to "Woodlands"
where he signed the letter to support Mr. Dudley
Senanayake in forming the 1965 Government.

Mr. Majeed was in Parliament earlier. He came as an
independent Member in 1960. He was elected both in
March and in July. I remember he was one of those who
joined the UNP’s campaign against the press takeover in
1964. He voted against the Throne Speech. At that time
they were successful in defeating the Throne Speech
when Mr. C.P. De Silva crossed over. He was
coordinating his work. He was working with the UNP. In
1965, he was returned to Parliament and he agreed to
support the UNP even prior to the election. It was only a
matter of putting a signature on the piece of paper and
thereafter in Parliament, he joined the UNP.

There was also Mr. Devanayagam who came in at that
time. Mr. Abdul Majeed was a very keen Parliamentarian.
He was a good backbencher who raised issues.
Backbenchers at that time included Mr. Hameed, who had
also come into Parliament in 1960. President Premadasa
came in 1965 having missed out in July 1960. The
backbenchers of the Dudley Senanayake Government
were really an active lot. | remember watching them from

the Gallery of Parliament. Mr. Majeed was successful in
winning his seat in 1970. We had two Members, Mr.
Majeed and Mr. Devanayagam representing us from the
Eastern Province, one in Ampara and one in Batticaloa
and that helped the party to stabilize itself. He used to
come and take part in all the events and Sathyagrahas
we had organized. He took part in all the meetings. | still
remember Mr. Majeed. | think Mr. Dayaratne would have
known him quite well. He was the senior-most
Parliamentarian.

Then, from 1977 we all associated with him as a
Member of Parliament, as a Deputy Minister and as a
Minister. He held many portfolios, Highways,
Telecommunication, Power and Agriculture. He told me
once that all of them were useful to him for his
constituency also. He was able to get the basic issues of
his electorate attended. In fact, every two to three years
he changed the Ministry so that he could spend the
money. In the first round, | think he was with Ministry of
Ministry, then with the Ministry of Highways and so on.
He got electrification done in his area. He was able to
attend to the basic needs of the electorate. But, more than
what he did for the electorate, | must say that he and Mr.
Devanayagam together with Mr. Mansoor were quite
instrumental in ensuring that the Tamil-speaking people
in the coastal areas never moved away from the
adherence to Sri Lanka as one single State, whatever be
their views of how the solution should take place.

Mr. Majeed was very concerned about the Muslims
and believed that their rights should be safeguarded. But,
I must say that Mr. Majeed was not a person who only
thought of the Muslims. He thought of the whole area.
He belonged to a different class of politicians. He did not
enrich  himself but he enriched the Samanthurai
Electorate, which he represented. He was a landed
proprietor who thought it was his duty to represent the
people, like many of his relatives. He had that high sense
of duty as a Parliamentarian. If you listen to his
speeches, if you saw his contributions in Consultative
Committees and his conduct as a Member of Parliament,
you will realize it. That is the type of Member of
Parliament that we have been used to earlier. A lot of
people are used to it and they find that that model is no
longer available. He was very, very conscientious. He
knew what was happening not merely in his electorate,
not merely in his district but also in the country. At a time
when the Eastern Province was going through - | would
say from 1983 to 1992 - a very difficult phase, thanks to
people like Mr. Majeed; we were able to go ahead with
the development in the coastal areas and to ensure that
the benefits of development went to all the people.

I think Mr. Majeed wanted to contest in 1989 but
there was an agreement we had with the Muslim
Congress. Therefore, he, together with Mr. Mansoor
came on the National List. He had a very long stretch in
Parliament. He had a good memory of what happened
from 1960 onwards, during Mrs.  Sirimavo
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Bandaranaike’s tenure as well as Mr. Dudley
Senanayake’s tenure. That was a benefit that all of us,
who were new Members, acquired from him.

I do not want to take too long a time of this House.
There are other Hon. Members who are waiting to speak.
But, we have to remember that Mr. Abdul Majeed was a
model MP. He was a man who was remembered long
after he ceased to be an MP and a man who will be
remembered long after he left us. Because of him,
development has taken place in the coastal areas of the
Eastern Province both in the Batticaloa District as District
Minister and as an MP in the Ampara District. Especially
the Muslims of the area owe a lot to his dedication, as a
Member of Parliament, to his Constituency.

Thank you.

[e.2. 2.51]
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(The Hon. P. Dayaratna - Minister of Food Security)
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(The Presiding Member)
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[3.03 p.m.]

@G @5t g®0n® Onmo

(omessrLyfl@ Ceamedr 0T &IBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Mr. Presiding Member, the late Hon. Abdul Majeed
was an asset to the United National Party. He was an
honourable Member of Parliament, a Minister, and a
Member in the Local Authority. That is why he was able
to survive in the political circles from 1960 onwards up to
1994, a long record. In the late 1970s, | saw him as a
bodybuilder. He was such a smart man, very well dressed
in the western attire. No one could point a finger at him
as a corrupt Minister or a Member of Parliament who did
not discharge his responsibilities.

Our Leader of the Opposition gave a vivid description
of the services that he rendered to the people of the
Eastern Province. | am sorry to say that only the Minister,
Hon. P. Dayaratna is here. There are so many Muslim
Ministers from the Eastern Province but none of them are
here to speak a word about this great honourable man
who did so much to the Eastern Province.
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@0 8. ¢widm Swmo
(orenTLyfl@ 1F. wrrder)
(The Hon. P. Dayaratna)
They will come.

D0 @EI5Y @®ne® Swm

(omevorLyfl@ Ceomedr BT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

I do not know when they will come but it is very
unfortunate.

§oe5%0:8) @IE S0

(sewevemGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

They informed the Chair that they will come.

D0 @EI5Y @®e® Swm

(omesoryfl@ Ceomedr T GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Maybe. But, we, from the United National Party regret
the passing away of the Hon. Abdul Majeed. He was an
educated man. So much so, that he was referred to as "BA
Majeed". That was the name that the people used in the
Eastern Province at that time. He was so popular as said
by the Hon. P. Dayaratna. He never went after positions
but positions came after him. See his record. He was the
Deputy Minister of about six Ministries and a District
Minister too. If am not mistaken, he took over the reins
after you. Finally | think he was the Minister of
Handloom Industries of the United National Party
Government.

Therefore, Sir, | think his services will be remembered
by the people of the Eastern Province. He was such an
honourable Member of Parliament. He believed in
gentleman politics. He did not resort to unwanted things.
Recently, we saw what happened in the House: how
certain people tried to interfere with the Judiciary. He
never believed in that. The Hon. Majeed was not a person
of that calibre. He was a very honourable Member of
Parliament and a Minister. His demise, | say, is a loss to
the country and to the United National Party. May |
extend our condolences to the members of the family of
the late Hon. Abdul Majeed on this occasion.
| thank you.

[, u. 3.07]
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(The Hon. A.L.M. Athaulla - Minister of Local Government
and Provincial Councils)
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(wrewryll@ 67, o1&, erid. Queredl - BEHT  HEIGUCVSEET
SWLFEFT )

(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - Minister of Urban Affairs)

Mr. Presiding Member, | rise with great respect to
pay tribute to the veteran politician of the East and one-
time Deputy Minister, the late Hon. Abdul Majeed. | am
very thankful that | got this opportunity to recall the
memory of a highly-cultured gentleman politician, who
had been one of those rare men with great qualities. His
services to the people of Sri Lanka, particularly to the
people of the East, had been unique. He was very
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sociable. The Hon. Majeed was the first university
graduate of the East and he was popularly known as “BA
Majeed”. He transcended the boundaries of race, religion,
caste and creed and embraced all people alike.

The Hon. Abdul Majeed who hails from a family in
Vanniyanar in Samanthurai entered local politics in 1954
and was elected Chairman for the Samanthurai Town
Council till 1960 and thereafter took to national politics.
He contested the Pottuvil Seat in March 1960 and July
1960, 1965 and 1970 and won the seat. He then switched
on to the Samanthurai Electorate in 1977 and retained the
constituency till 1994. The Hon. Majeed served as a
Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Lands, Deputy
Minister of Power and Highways, Deputy Minister of
Power and Energy as well as the Deputy Minister of
Posts and Telecommunication.

As a Deputy Minister, he rendered an excellent
service. As a man, he fostered fellowship among the
different ethnic communities and he was an ardent
believer in multiculturalism and ethnic harmony. He
always looked at problems of the people with great
understanding and open mind. His approach to the various
issues has been unique in respect of each issue. He was
particularly careful not to offend anyone. His doors were
open at all times for the people and he identified himself
with the problems of the people, particularly the problems
of the farmers.

Sir, | join the Hon. Members of the House in paying
my highest tribute to him and conveying my deepest
condolences to the members of his family.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Basheer Segu Dawood - Deputy Minister of Co-
operatives and Internal Trade)
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Sir, at this stage, | would like to strike a personal note.
I carry nostalgic memories of the late Hon. M.A. Abdul
Majeed - he was announced as the first Eastern Province
graduate. Sir, |1 remember very well the day that he
returned to Samanthurai - his birth place, where there was
a massive reception. It turned into a very great festive
moment - one of the historic occasions for the people of
Samanthurai, particularly the farmers and the others.
There was a mass rally and a public reception accorded to
him at the Samanthurai Arabic College Ground. |
happened to be in the Eastern Province on that occasion
with our great national leader, patriot and educationist,
Alhaj Dr. T.B. Jayah. The President of the All - Ceylon
Muslim League, Dr. M.C.M. Kaleel also joined in that
trip to the Eastern Province. That historic meeting was a
great moment for this young man. It was coincidental that
one of the greatest Muslim leaders had to preside over the
reception. Of course there were Ulamas also.

Dr. Jayah spoke and he invited me to interpret his
speech into Tamil and | interpreted it. Then, Dr. M.C.M.
Kaleel spoke and | had the privilege of interpreting his
speech also into Tamil. I was just out of school or about
to step out of school. Can you just imagine my feelings? |
never realized that that will also be inscribed in the life
history of my humble self. Therefore, Sir, Mr. Abdul
Majeed, when he came out from the portals of the
university, | had the great fortune and barakah, as |
would put it in Islamic terminology, to be able to be part
of happiness of the people of Samanthurai.

Sir, Mr. Abdul Majeed was an embodiment of peace
and harmony. He is an advocate of national unity.
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Sir, I have with me a significant invitation card sent to
me by the Co-Chairmen of the Forum for National Amity
and Understanding, Venerable Prof. Kamburugamuwe
Vajira Nayaka Thero and Alhaj M.H. Mohamed, a former
Speaker of Parliament and the President of the Sri Lanka
Islamic Centre at Maligawatta. This was held at the
Mahabodhi Society Hall.
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| categorically state in this House that we completely
dissociate with the sentiments expressed by the Hon.
Rauff Hakeem in this regard. We are living peacefully in
this country. People from the Eastern Province come to
Colombo and also their family members come without
any hindrance now. They faced several difficulties during

30 years of terrorism as they were not able to come to
Colombo. Their farming lands, agricultural lands, their
agricultural tools and tractors were robbed by Tigers.
They were Killed in Kattankudi. It is also told, “If you
want to break mosques, vote for the beetle leaf”. What a
low statement! Is this in politics? This is not the civilized
politics that the Hon. M.A. Abdul Majeed practised in
this country. I think the Hon. Rauff Hakeem has created a
very difficult situation for us. | know that a majority of
Buddhist Monks and buddhist leaders, including His
Excellency the President, extend much goodwill towards
the Muslims. They want to develop that further in order
to build a true and united Sri Lanka.
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Sir, | remember the day when a stamp was issued in
memory of the Hon. Alhaj (Dr.) T.B. Jayah at Zahira
College. The Hon. Abdul Majeed was the Deputy
Minister of Posts and Telecommunication. At that time,
the Minister in charge was the late Hon. D.B. Wijetunga,
who, incidentally was also the Private Secretary to the
Hon. A. Ratnayake in the First Parliament and was a very
good friend of the Hon. (Dr.) Jayah. So, it is a great
coincidence that the stamp was released by the Hon. M.A.
Abdul Majeed.

Then, Sir, when | first visited the Eastern Province, |
was able to meet several leaders. One of them was the
foremost Muslim Engineer, Mr. M.M. Ismail, the father-
in-law of Mr. Abdul Majeed. He invited the Hon. (Dr.)
Jayah and the Hon. (Dr.) M.C.M. Kaleel to lay the
foundation stone of the Ampara Mosque during that visit.
Together with those two great leaders and Mr. M.M.
Ismail, | too had the fortune of laying a foundation stone
for the Mosque at Ampara, which | will never forget in
my life. My father-in-law, M.M.A. Sameen, who was the
Storekeeper in the Gal Oya Board, also participated on
this occasion.

The Hon. Abdul Majeed's father was Mr. Mohammed
Ali and his mother was Mrs. Katheeja Umma. He had
very good and well-behaved children named Faroouki,
Malik, Faloona, Nasser and Laafir. His son-in-law is Mr.
A.M.M. Naoshaad. He had brothers with whom |
associated very much at Zahira College at rugger, soccer
and cricket: Mohamed Ali, Amir Ali and Mustag Ali.
Mushtag Ali was unfortunately felled by the terrorists at
that time.

Sir, the Hon. Majeed came from a very distinguished
and, may | say, almost a "royal family" of the Eastern
Province. Gate Mudaliyar M.S. Kariapper's ancestry came
from Kotabowe, Godigamuwa in the Bibile Electorate of
the Monaragala District. During that time, King Senarath
gave lands in the Eastern Province for the Muslims to
settle. These are historical facts. We must revive those
memories so that we can live together with friendship,
amity and peace with the large majority of the Sinhala
brothers. Now, the disgruntled politicians, who have no
other ways of getting votes, are trying to break coconuts,
plunging us into a dangerous situation..

There was another Majeed, Sir, who represented
Parliament through an adjoining electorate. He was
affectionately called “Sweet Majeed” - the late Hon.
M.I.M Abdul Majeed - whose son is the Hon. A.M.M.
Naoshaad, who was also a distinguished Member of this
House. He was the nephew of ex-MP, the Hon. Abdul

Majeed Merza and the first Muslim Minister of Finance,
the Hon. Alhaj M.M. Mustapha and also a relative of a
former Minister, A.R. Munsoor. His daughters-in-law
were Zeena Junaideen, Jennat Merza, Kuraisha Merza
and Shanaz Majeed.

So, it is my privilege today to rise in this House and
pay my humble tribute to the Hon. M.A. Abdul Majeed.

I must also mention, Sir, that the Library of the
Parliament of Sri Lanka has brought out a fine brochure
and it was delivered to us today.

It is very well documented. The Librarian, Mr. C.
Kuruppu has taken a lot of trouble to publish it. He has
mentioned about great leaders, Speakers and
Parliamentarians for the last 32 years. There have been
Parliamentarians in this House who have served for over
40 years. The late Hon. Maithripala Senanayake has been
the longest serving Member having served 45 years, 2
months and 11 days, followed by Hon. W. Dahanayake
who had served 40 years, 1 month and 3 days, then Hon.
Alick Aluvihare who had served 39 years, 10 months
amd 14 days, followed by Hon. A.C.S. Hameed who
served 38 years, 3 months and 21 days and Abdul Majeed
for 33 years, 3 months and 4 days.

All in all, Sir, today we see one by one, in and out of
Parliament, taking leave of us.

Mr. Abdul Majeed has left a legacy, a great ancestry.
| believe that this must be carried forward by his able
lieutenant son-in-law, Mr. Naoshaad. Mr. Naoshaad.
Together with Mr. Abdul Majeed, all of us helped to
build the United National Party in this country.

I recall Mr. Naoshaad who was the Assistant
Secretary-General of the UNP got disgusted over the
leadership, over many things, which I do not want to
mention here, and left the Party. He chose the correct
path for the future welfare of his community and the
country. Today, the people have acknowledged his
leadership in Samanthurai. He followed his father-in-law,
great celebrated leaders like Mudaliyar M.S. Kariapper,
M.1.M. Abdul Majeed, Musthafa and others. | wish him a
bright future. Today, he is in the distinguished Gallery.
He was earlier in this House as a distinguished Member,
amiable person, a clever Parliamentarian and a talented
young man. | am very happy that he fortunately did not
cut short his long political journey that is before him.
Today, when | see him in the distinguished Gallery, |
pray in this Holy month of Ramazan, that he should
descend down and be a Member of Parliament soon and
a loyal member of his community in this House in order
to serve his community.

According to my religion, Islam, may | conclude by
saying, “Inna Lillahi Wainna llaihi Rajioon”- "We come
from Him and to Him do we return!. May Abdul Majeed
be granted the highest felicity in Jennathul Firdous!
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Whereupon THE HON. BUDDHIKA PATHIRANA left the Chair,
and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation

and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House

of Parliament)
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(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran. You
may take the rest of the seven minutes that is left.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member, for the time given
to me. | must thank the Hon. Member from the Colombo
District who moved this Adjournment Motion to draw the
attention of this House and the country to this important
issue that is before us at this point of time.

Child abuse is a matter that has been growing and
statistics would show that not just now but perhaps even a
decade ago or more than that, this issue has been there
and | am also conscious of the fact that this House has
enacted a legislation like the National Child Protection
Authority of which the first Chairman worked with much
dedication. But, it is a matter of regret that funding to this
agency was reduced despite various assurances and
today, it is not as effective as it was at the time it was
created.

Several sentiments were expressed with regard to
children who are abused and the legal processes that they
must endure. There is a balancing that is required and |
am conscious of that. Yet, at no time can we compromise
on the rights of an abused child and whatever be the
measures that need to be taken must be taken. There is
provision in the law already for video evidence to be
taken. That is done in an atmosphere where the child does
not have to face hostile environment. There is a
psychologist present and the evidence is taken. Yet, if
that video is to be presented as evidence, the child also
will have to be subjected to cross-examination. That is
not a matter that is desirable. Several prosecutions have
fallen due to the fact that the child is unable to be cross-
examined and is not available for giving of evidence,
rightly so, because in certain cases the child is better off
than reliving those horrendous, tormenting moments that
she has had to undergo.

The abuse of women is also a matter that has now
come into the limelight and several sexual attacks on
women are being reported. We need to take stock of this
as an urgent issue and arrest the situation. | urge the Hon.
Minister to bring in, if necessary, a legislation or other
administrative steps to arrest the situation. 1 am sure he
will agree that we cannot allow this situation to
deteriorate anymore.

Statistics show that in Sri Lanka, about 37.8 per cent
of a girl-child by the age she is 12, has had to undergo
some kind of sexual abuse. Out of the 15,000 cases that
are pending in 2010, the Ministry of Justice conducted a
survey and found that in about 4,000 of those, children
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are involved. So, about 30 per cent of the cases involve
offences against children and women. These studies also
show that the perpetrators are generally family members.
In many instances it is a father, relatives, uncles and so
on. That is a factor that must be taken into account in
combating this serious social evil because when these
things happen in family surroundings, in domestic
situations, you need special legislation, special measures
to combat them. Police must be trained effectively. When
police assistance is sought, they must be able to go and
arrest the situation.

I must say a word or two about the situation in the
North as well. There too, this is on an increase because of
poverty. There have been a few instances that have been
brought to our notice, where women who are widows now
are forced to render services to men just for a loaf of
bread or a bottle of oil. This is horrendous. We have been
blaming the military in the past and | think highly
militarized environment is also not conducive and there is
much to be said against that as well. But, we must also
acknowledge that it is not only the military; it is a
relative, shopkeeper, or some other men. All of these
people take advantage of this situation and therefore very
stringent methods have to be taken.

Ge5006:8) O5IE 0@
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, why do we not recommend capital
punishment as a deterrent?
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

That is a wholly different issue as to whether capital
punishment, is in fact, a deterrent or not.
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(The Presiding Member)

How do you eradicate it? | am asking you this because
you are a lawyer?
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

We might have another Adjournment Debate on that
subject. But, certainly a very effective deterrent must be
brought in. I want to end with another sad fact and that is,
religious personalities. Even members of the clergy are in
recent times accused of these offences and | do not want
to point fingers at other religions. | am a Christian and
often times, we have come across situations where
Christian clergy themselves, my own clergy, have been
found to be taking advantage of situations of counselling
and so on and abusing women and children. This is
another issue where trust is broken and they take
advantage of a situation of trust and what is worse is that
in most cases, the religious authorities try and cover up

because they think this is something that brings a bad
name to their organization. This kind of attitude will not
change the situation.

Once again, | want to express my thanks to Hon.
Member from Colombo for raising this issue in this
House and across the party divide | hope we will take
steps. | am confident that the Hon. Minister who is
committed to children and women's affairs will take
effective steps in the days to come.

Thank you very much.

Yot 06:t) 5IZn®
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadde - Minister of Child

Development and Women’s Affairs)
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(The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadde)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 5.15 p.m. until 1.30 p.m. on Friday, 10th
August, 2012.
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