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The Parliament met at 1.00 p. m., MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.

G8 eCa518w 8w 15Yd®
Fsoriilésiiul L ughSTBIger
PAPERS PRESENTED

o0 8esld @&ddim Owm (Se©d®me W

BEsDum @i wY gedt) slidded gim

3.8 Sa)

(oreryflg  HCBerreip GeWTUTHOT - BeULPBISED, 6MlGHTED

WL S HWFFHLID HTFTHBIGS STULNGT PHMHEHTLOTFTeyILD)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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RAILWAY TRACK EXTENSION PROJECT : WORKERS
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(@) @)erGmev,. syesr?

asked the Minister Transport:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the date on which the Sri Lankan Railway
Track Extension Project undertaken by the
China was commenced after 2010;

(if)  the date on which the aforesaid project was
completed;

(iii)  the total cost estimated and the actual cost
incurred at the time of the completion of the
project; and

(iv) the labour cost component of the project?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) the number of foreign workers and local
workers employed in the Railway Track
Extension Project separately;

(i) the designations given to the foreign
workers by the country or company by
which they were brought to Sri Lanka; and

(iii)  the values of the EPF and ETF paid on
behalf of the workers of the Railway Track
Extension Project?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of
Transport)
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(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayake)
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CONSTRUCTION OF NURSERY SCHOOL BUILDING : MONEY
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asked the Minister of Local Government and

Provincial Councils:

(i)  Ishe aware that a sum of Rs. 177,186.66 has been
paid by the Vavuniya Municipal Council in a
fraudulent manner based on false information in

respect of the alleged construction of a non-
existent nursery school building in the village
called Kovilkulum in Vavuniya?

(b)  Will he State-
(i) who obtained the aforesaid money; and

(if)  whether steps will be taken to recover the
aforesaid money from the person who
perpetrated that fraudulent act?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake - Deputy Minister of Local

Government and Provincial Councils)

OO DANBHDOB, OO BT BICD W BT Y
3@ ©0HedsT @ IO yEH BERT e¢mDo.

(&) o

D:00F 8¢ & @3B and wcu® e 688 gog
€801 B eDREDST Edned®sIy wmed mS, BSw®
g¥esy S 88 D18 B® WS 1.

(a0) (i) O3.08.8. g83css 53@B emsTndmo.
(ii) @cg ezned.

(a) 5> ey S.

DB o tdD 1 gw BB B v
CQuUHCMTeild gn L' BHSHTLIETID: Hmaill i
Geouevdrig Wi o1L_6dT
PETROLEUM CORPORATION : LOANS TO BE RECOVERED

1866/°11
7. ©6 ¢088 Swedmc Swmn
(orenrfl@ swrdp) LwGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
B o E »ESsID 2@umn@ensy e y@m @ - (1) :
(@) (i) 2011 O8ww O O ok ww eBedOE®
200E GWHHOEST DB 0BE 636D g
SO0 g wnw YOrerwsy I OF guweHBIO
a0, 0053 05T Dnewsy e ent;

(i) ©® o B0 O® @ww ands’ RS vl

896300 EOm e B W YDrghwsy eO5Y
005y DRewsY eBO e,

(i) ¢ O O B en weddD aw BOD ¢
W YOI EIBO T,

(iv) o® o o emw endd® 8g WO PWHB
Bede;

(V) doEm»d, 8 gpuns s,
@535y D@ wewsy mosTemBe?

(a0) (1) w6 ePeed 835 ewnmdEsY s gw mC
0 Be® HOedceHE wwmel S Bedc;



1965

(i)

2012 gedd 04

e mHO, dw mOedc;

WD) 95 @8® wwIdd ¢BIOemBe?
() odedn®, & Oxie?

QuHCmredilwd ewsshCBTIl YyemwdsFamrds Csi L aflerr:

(=) ()

(ii)

(iii)

(iii)

(iv)

2011 oyip oy smaile e wHMID Sesflwimri
slon  Bpeustiseflsdphg Gunh Cnredlwd
Fnl_HSSTUTSSIDG el i Ceueriguil
(hbP FHL T CBTEMSHHET speuleumr(H BHlmisuerd
Fleor g l1emL_uiled QleusuGoumrss eTelIsUETEY;

@ssLsrseflsy @geueny  QuHEmmredld
Fn . (DSSTURTSHGI5E ClFVISSLILIL (BsiTar &HL_esT
QB ren a6 GlousiGoummas sTedisuaT6)Y;

sCuTg CUHCMTs gnl HSSTUSTSSIMHES
pail_liu_Geuswmigujsiter  &HL6T  GlBTemsmamer
6T6M6UETEY;

SHCUTSIFn L HL_EDEITF QFeIgSleu(mHLd

BIMIGUSITIHRISET 2_6TET6vToUT;

OjsueuTmTuiledT o|bHB MICUETHISST WTeney;

eTeTLIENS jeui GO Heuryr?
(=) () sLmaFQFSSTS BImisussTBIS6T60 HBHSI
Sauperp  gpalGaigharar  psppulilw

(ii)

QevTeTm W LO&ELILIL (HeTeTST,

OjsueurTmruilesr g WG,

STETLIENS Seull B)FFemLid@ mlallliuimy;
@) @enGpeb, srei?

asked the Minister of Petroleum Industries:
(@  Will he state-

()

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

)
() Wil
()

(ii)

the loans to be recovered by the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation by the year 2011
from State and private sector institutions
separately, in regard to each institution;

the amount of the loans that have been
repaid to the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
by now out of the aforesaid loans,
separately;

the amount of the loans due to the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation as at today;

whether there are institutions which are still
repaying the loans; and

if so, the names of those institutions?

| he inform this House-

whether a methodology has been evolved to
recover the loans from such defaulter
institutions; and

if so, that methodology?

(c) If not, why?
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@Cpe, sTeir?

asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that-

(i) the Peters Farm belonging to
Mr. Bastiampillai Joseph Peter in extent ten
Acres (Lot Number: 797 depicted in Plan
No:7SP 4739) at Thatchankulam, Vavuniya
was acquired in 1986 for the expansion of
Vavuniya Airport; and

(if)  the compensation due for the land acquired
in 1986 has not been paid yet?

Will he inform this house whether the steps will

be taken to pay aforesaid compensation to the

wife and daughter of Mr. Bastiampillai as now he
has passed away?

(c) If not, why?

@0 Lo¥d @endSm @wm

(orevstyLll@ FCewrey @ 6mrauigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Lands and Land
Development, | answer the Question.

@)

(i) Yes. The land depicted as lot No. 797 in
Plan No. 4039 belonging to Mr.
Bastiampillai Joseph Benadic Peter has also
been acquired for the expansion of
Vavuniya Airport. The extent of that land is
5.511 acres but not 10 acres.

(i) Compensation has not been paid to this
land as it has been identified as an
encroachment. In case where a particular
encroachment is acquired, development
value could be paid if any development has
been made by the encroacher. But, in this
case such payment has not been made.

(b)  The development value of the land could be paid
to the wife of Mr. Bastiampillai Joseph Benadic
Peter after obtaining the development value at the
time of acquiring the land from the Divisional
Secretary.

(c) Notapplicable.

@6 8. Bren@bB Swm

(wrer i@ ). alprwsupiss)

(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

Hon. Minister, | wrote a letter personally to the
Minister of Lands and Land Development. But, | did not
get a reply. I am following up this matter from 2002
onwards. | have written a letter to the Minister of
Agriculture also. But, | have got no reply.

@6 Bontd endiim Ounm

(orerflg SBevras @ smrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I will bring this to the notice of the Hon. Minister and
| assure the Hon. Member that there will be a settlement
in this matter.
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asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage:

(@ Is he aware that the water supply currently
received by the people belong to 500 families of
Silmiyapura, at Welimada in the Uva Province is
insufficient to fulfil their day-to-day needs?

(b)  Will he take action to improve the aforesaid water
supply in order to ease the difficulties faced by the
families of Silmiyapura in relation to have
adequate water?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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()  @)erCmev, eredr?

asked the Minister of Education:

(@ s he aware that-

(i) more than ten years have elapsed since Ku/
Nk/ Manapaya Kanishta Vidyalaya which
comes under Nikaweratiya Education
Office in Kurunegala District was closed
down; and

(i) all buildings which belonged to the
aforesaid school are decaying at present?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether there is any arrangement to
renovate those buildings and reopen the
school; and

(i) if so, the date on which the school will
reopened?

()  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether action will be taken to use the
resources of the aforesaid school for some
other economic activity, if it is not
reopened; and

(if)  of the expected economic activity, if action
is taken to use the aforesaid resources ?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(=) B)6irCmev, ey6r?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha

Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House-
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(0

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

v

the name of the Chairman of
Lanka” Security Service ;

2012 gedd 04

“Rakna

separately of the annual charges for which
“Rakna Lanka” Security Service provides
security services to each institution ;

the number of security officers provided to
each of the aforesaid institutions ;

the amount of money paid by “Rakna
Lanka” Security Service to one security
officer out of the amount paid by its clients
for one security officer ; and

whether all the persons who work in
“Rakna Lanka” institution are persons who
had been employed in defence services?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(@) @B, ersir?

asked the Minister of Local Government and
Provincial Councils:

(@ s heaware that-

(i) the “Gemunupura Circular Road” at the

Indikolapelassa Grama Niladhari Division
in the Sevanagala Divisional Secretary's
Division of the Thanamalwila Pradeshiya
Sabha area has been renovated by the
‘Gemunu Farmers’ Organization”;

(if)  the organization has received a sum of Rs.
801,089.99 through payment voucher
bearing No 419 for the work performed as
per an agreement signed by the said farmer
organization with the Sri Lanka Southern
Development Authority;
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(iii) the ‘Gemunu Farmers’ Organization” has
also obtained another Rs.588,858.25 from
the Thanamalwila Pradeshiya Sabha for the
contracted work of the Sri Lanka Southern
Development Authority for renovating 665
metres of the same road; and

(iv) according to an investigation conducted by
the Auditor General’s Department in this
connection, it has been corroborated that the
‘Gemunu Farmers’ Organization” has
fraudulently  obtained money from two
institutions for the same work?

(v)  Will he inform this House whether legal
action will be initiated against the
individuals who were responsible for the
above fraudulent act?

(b)  If not, why?
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@)ss1@msv, s76tT?

asked the Minister of Civil Aviation:
Will he state-

@)

(b)

©

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the number of aircraft that belong to Sri
Lankan Airlines and Mihin Lanka,
separately;

of those aircraft, the number of aircraft that
have been obtained on lease by each airline
separately;

separately the monthly rent paid in respect
of each such aircraft; and

separately the net income earned by the Sri
Lankan Airlines during the last three years?

Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

separately of the capital investment value
received for the Sri Lankan Airlines and
Mihin Lanka for the next five eyars and the
next two years respectively in terms of a
Cabinet decision;

whether it has been planned to utilize those
capital investments for the development of
the aforesaid two airlines; and

if so, will he state the plan in relation to
each airline, separately?

If not, why?
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@r@mev, ersin?

asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering
Services, Housing and Common Amenities:

@)

(b)

Is he aware that Real Estate Exchange (Private)
Limited (REEL) was incorporated with UDA,
SLRDC, NHDA, CMC and the Sustainable
Township Programme to address the shelter issues
of slum and shanty dwellers in Colombo?

Will he state for 2006 to date-

(i) the Directors, Chairpersons and Chief
Accounting Officers of REEL ;

(i) the details of funds transferred by the
Treasury, State banks or State institutions
to REEL,;

(iii) the objective, the projected and actual

outcomes of each transfer;
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(iv) details of expenditure items exceeding Rs.
5 million; and purpose for each
authorization; and the present financial
position of REEL?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) whether any internal inquiries, audits or
criminal investigations on any
extravagance, fraud and/or corruption at
REEL have been carried out since January
2010 to date;

(i)  if so, their outcomes ; and

(iii) the remedial actions proposed on
malpractices found in (c) (i) above and the
dates they are taken?

(d) Ifnot, why?

o0 cousin ecBsdsm vm (92838, g-desis

e, B30ats w0 @eg BVLMO Bewdss @imsneo)

(wrewryfl@ VFhs evdlweusiter - Bliwmenr, GurPluiluisd

Gremeussit, af LswiliL, QurgauFslssr Lrg oewwdsr)
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Construction, Engineering Services, Housing and Common
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The increasing interdependency of States is a key feature of
international relations today. & @50 Smssind gedd »d
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Westphalian notion of sovereignty based on the Peace of
Westphalia in 1648, which articulates the principle of non-
intervention of one State in the internal affairs of another
State is no more absolute today in the modern world. Today,
this notion has been replaced by the notion of responsible
sovereignty. In the 21st Century, people expect all countries
to use their sovereignty in a responsible manner and under
this new notion of sovereignty, all nations can be held
accountable if it abuses the rights of its own citizens.
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womOs esfest O Bedms. Sri Lanka is party to
seven core international human rights instruments, which
includes the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of
all forms of Racial Discrimination and the Convention
against Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
Treatment or Punishment.
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"Enforced and involuntary disappearances and torture
of persons seem to be used as convenient tactics for
Goverments suppressing opponents and espousing a
policy of stifling dissent often on the grounds of national
security or with reference to the national integrity and
sovereignty".
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"This is exactly the practice prevailing in Sri Lanka
today, in the context of the Government’s failure to
address the legitimate grievances of the Tamil

people....... .
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"No longer can the Government of Sri Lanka divert
the attention of those genuinely concerned by the human
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is not here for this Debate. He is a key person -
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Yes, a main actor. In fact, it is like trying to stage
Hamlet without the Prince of the Denmark. Where is the
Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe who had to carry most of
the burdens in Geneva?
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Is he hiding from the Government or hiding from the
Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris? I do not know from whom.

DIBNBDRO

(FUTHTWST B6uTEHET)

(Mr. Speaker)

OC OEROB, A0 Bwdn 0D0 gdessy.

0 ®-0E @38 dwm

(oressrLfl@ wmiser Fwrefr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

O DOIBNBDROB, OO Bwdn 808 25 9dd¢?

2015B 2O
(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)
(Mr. Speaker)

[olale1 %R

OG5 B0 @86 Dvm

(oresrLyfl@ whiger Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

©0 B0 e edOE B OB Beadmdr. Hev® 5O
®0 »® Sxnduer ecsim.

©® @mdwd ¥yoOE wyewrdnws 000 cox R® 0o
yBesime 8¢  dSrnleB  em8usi  Dmd
BOITVeBTT e 8 Beadm e@ewvinm, 8B @wdBnsnd
SessInd O me 98 ©-08 ©wudsl & Di&mied
B¥edam - LLRC recommendations -§wos®zm BEe@s3 S
815 VBT WD B, Vel BB & Bedn Bwid®m
DO E O3 3O, @® CBed 88 TelesB B O»
O eCImWO® owgedd 0dmr. ERD ©wdBrNdO,
LLRC 085000 8610 8w wiment, Smles 88mnewsy
CuEE® YLHnBInDE SediBsIOs, grueoned O oS
S 5Ind O 2HTBODRO 80 BB®, HBw EBS G
Ded ¢0 o O E0¢ 9viey BOE BoD-e OB ®wo

[Crwmed e 858 9O o> & ]
[y gHlrrFars s1 1_swerLiuy yEmmLILL (BaTeng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

B0 DO O e® gdEFNedd OnE WO V. CowD
D08 022:0030%, EOBTNDE dew®n 5O B0Ded
SOmt DO a1 mOsTesT,-[Pdd BEOS]

@6 gCod 5.09.08. atddd ®wmn
(LomedrLLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. S6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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You are taking my time, Hon. Member.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR ] took the Chair.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, we are
discussing in the House today, an Adjournment Motion
pertaining to the Resolution passed at the UN Human
Rights Council at the 19" Session last month.

Before | commence my views in regard to what
happened at Geneva, | think | need to outline briefly the
history and the growth of the tragedy of the Tamil people
in this country and the Tamil issue, to put things in proper
perspective. The Sri Lankan State has been insensitive
and callous in dealing with the issues pertaining to the
Tamil people, particularly in the North and the East. It
was only the Tamil people who stood up politically
against the Sri Lankan State, though it must be
acknowledged that the Tamil-speaking Muslim people in
the North and the East have also had similar issues and
concerns. It is the Tamil people who have shown the
resilience to stand up to the Sri Lankan State. More than
six decades later, after the country attained Independence,
we still show that resilience. That is because we are an
ancient people with our own civilization and our distinct
identity. We are prepared to be integrated into the Sri
Lankan nation but we cannot be and will not be
assimilated.

The Sri Lankan Government has been all-powerful:
the Legislature, the Executive, the Judiciary were under
its absolute control. The Tamil people had no effective
presence or influence in any one of these institutions of
governance. The Sri Lankan Government wielded an
overweening influence in every sphere of governance.
The Sri Lankan State developed a culture of all-pervasive
impunity, vis-a-vis the Tamil people.

Anything, however unjust or unacceptable, could be
done to the Tamil people and the Tamil people would
have no recourse to effective justice. They were a
minority people. The fact that they were not a minority
people in at least some parts of the country did not matter.
It was not relevant. Programmes would be vigorously
implemented, have been implemented and are being
implemented to make them a minority even in those parts.

The Tamil people were subjected to repeated anti-
Tamil pogroms in 1956, 1958, 1961, 1977, 1981 and
1983 and this situation has continued continuously
thereafter. Tens of thousands of Tamil people left the
country. That number is now estimated to be in the region
of one million. Tamils left the country because they were
subjected to violence and not treated with justice and
equality in this country. Peaceful non-violent resistance
for over three decades was followed by armed resistance
thereafter. Armed resistance as is not unusual had its
grave distortions and came to be looked upon with
disfavour by many countries the world over. Many
countries, in numerous ways, effectively helped the Sri
Lankan State. This armed group was banned in very many
countries. Many individuals helping this armed group
were prosecuted in those countries.

These countries helped the Sri Lankan Government
to cripple that armed group. These countries were
however aware that there was legitimacy in the Tamil
struggle for dignity, equality, self-respect and justice.
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They were also aware that Tamil civilians in this country
were being subjected to grave human rights violations and
violations of international humanitarian and human rights
laws. The Sri Lankan State had repeatedly assured these
countries that once the armed conflict was ended there
would be an honourable and equitable resolution to the
Tamil issue which had lingered from the time the country
attained independence and which had existed for more
than six decades and which had inflicted much suffering
and deprivation on particularly the Tamil people. Other
peoples too both the Sinhalese people and the Muslim
people suffered much harm during this period of the
armed conflict and | think one must acknowledge that.
Most regrettably the Sri Lankan State seems to have
irrationally decided that with the conclusion of the war
the Tamil issue had also suffered a natural demise.

This was a serious misjudgement and a self-serving
miscalculation by the Sri Lankan State because the
peaceful, non-violent democratic struggle of the Tamil
people for dignity, justice and equality had commenced at
least three decades before the commencement of the
armed struggle and had continued on its own as a
peaceful, non-violent and democratic struggle even during
the period of the armed conflict, despite several sacrifices
made by moderate Tamil politicians and civilians. This
struggle will continue as a peaceful, non-violent and
democratic struggle even in the future until there is an
honourable and equitable resolution to the Tamil
guestion.

Sri Lanka has had ample time and space - in fact,
several decades - to resolve this issue. It is almost three
years since the war came to an end. Countries which
helped Sri Lanka to successfully conclude the war have
interacted very closely with Sri Lanka to achieve this
objective even after the war came to an end. Sri Lanka
has responded to such efforts with disdain and cavalier
indifference. No tangible movement was made towards
achieving this objective. This situation, Sir, could not
continue. The continuance of this situation would have
been harmful for everyone in this country. It would have
been particularly harmful for the Tamil people. They have
been and they would be the worst victims of violations,
which would recur if this situation continued. It must be
said, Sir, that this is a situation which Sri Lanka has
brought upon itself.

Impunity, in whatever sphere, has to come an end;
impunity must inevitably yield to accountability. Human
society through institutions that have universal acceptance
has devised mechanisms to deal with such continuous
denials, exclusion and injustice.

You cannot avoid facing those institutions and
mechanisms and being answerable to them. The only
answer to this predicament, Sir, is for the Sri Lankan
State to put its own house in order. It would be a grave
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mistake to think that the casuistry and chicanery you have
persistently practised on the Tamil people in Sri Lanka
for over six decades can continue to be practised
indefinitely over world bodies. The trajectory of the
future lies entirely in your hands. One can only pray that
in the interest of the country at large, you will act with
sobriety and wisdom.

It may be appropriate, Sir, for me at this stage to draw
the attention of the House to an editorial that appeared in
a much-reputed and respected newspaper, “The Hindu”,
published in Chennai in Tamil Nadu, a newspaper with
which all governments in this country, including our
present President, have frequently interacted. The
editorial that appeared on the 23 of March, 2012, the
day after the adoption of the Resolution at Geneva, titled
"A wake up call for Colombo" states, | quote:

“The passage of the United Nations Human Rights Council
resolution on Sri Lanka is proof that the international community
disapproves of the manner in which the Rajapaksa government is
addressing the fallout of its Armageddon moment of mid-May
2009. The resolution, backed by India, asks Sri Lanka credibly to
investigate allegations of rights violations in the course of its war
against the LTTE. The wording of the resolution was tweaked by
India to say the implementation assistance the United Nations
Commissioner for Human Rights will provide must be with Sri
Lanka's “concurrence”. Yet, Colombo must not misread this
concession. Thursday's resolution is the first real sign that the world
will no more let itself be guided solely by Sri Lankan claims that it
has the will to carry out its own probe. It also means that gentle
prodding and quiet diplomacy will not be the main means the world
will adopt towards the island nation. Few would dispute that Sri
Lanka took too long to acknowledge the allegations of extra-
judicial killings and enforced disappearances and delayed moves
towards a political settlement indefinitely. Ultimately, its own
‘Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission' came out with
some constructive recommendations, but these have not been
followed up. President Rajapaksa may not like the Geneva
resolution but he has brought it upon himself.

India's vote has already aroused consternation in some sections in
Colombo but it is crucial that its intentions not be misread. There is
no change in the Indian defence of the unity and integrity of its
southern neighbour, only a realisation that the tardy progress
towards reconciliation could undermine the prospects for peace and
stability there. For the first time in decades, New Delhi is in
concord with popular sentiments in Tamil Nadu but it would be
wrong to look at its Geneva vote as merely the product of domestic
political pressure.

Over time, the false assurances on devolution and implementation
of 'the 13th amendment and beyond' it received from Colombo have
frustrated South Bloc and forced it to reconsider its diplomatic
options. What is welcome in India's latest stand is that it has
outgrown its misplaced fear of the growing regional presence of
China. Having voted for the resolution, the onus is now on India to
remain engaged with the Lankan authorities, as its interests lie in
promoting reconciliation and supporting the quest of Tamil Sri
Lankans for justice, equality and dignity. The solution has to be
Lankan-led. Persistent emphasis on accountability from outside
may jeopardise the larger goal of reconciliation by giving a fresh
thrust to Sinhala nationalism. India needs to brace for extraordinary
diplomatic challenges ahead."

That editorial, Sir, written in "The Hindu", the much
respected newspaper, makes the position very clear.
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Though I have heard and read several statements made
by leading persons on behalf of the Government that
various countries have been subjected to various forms of
pressure and that India had succumbed to domestic
pressure and political compulsions, the reality is that you
were assisted by India to conclude the war - you cannot
deny that India rendered to you the most valuable
assistance to bring the war to an end successfully - you
made several commitments to the Indian Government in
regard to the resolution of this question and that you never
kept any one of those commitments, whether it be in
regard to a political solution, human rights, the ground
situation, demilitarization, resettlement of people or
returning lands of people to them to enable them to
resettle. In regard to none of these matters have you kept
your commitments. Therefore, as "The Hindu" clearly
indicates, you have now come to a stage when the
casuistry and chicanery you have practised indefinitely
and persistently on the Tamil people for several decades
can no longer be a continuing phenomenon, because now
you have come under the view of the world community,
the international community, who are watching you and
to whom you will be answerable.

Yesterday, | was in this House listening to the Debate
and to several Government spokesmen. They all talked
about the LTTE, only a device to detract from the duty to
face the issues that confront you. You talk of the LTTE
rump frequently. You call the Tamil diaspora, numbering
one million people who left this country under
compulsion on account of the violence practised against
them, who did not have justice in this country, who did
not have equality in this country, who are now doing well
abroad, "the rump of the LTTE." They are not the rump of
the LTTE. They are earnestly awaiting a peaceful,
acceptable resolution of the Tamil question in Sri Lanka,
if possible to even return to Sri Lanka to be able to invest
here and help her progress, not merely the North and the
East, but the whole of the country. But, because you
cannot perform your duty, you cannot do what you are
morally and ethically required to do, you brand others as
the rump of the LTTE.

There may be some LTTEers. | am not saying there
are not, but they certainly do not constitute the major
component of Tamil society, whether it be in this country
or elsewhere any longer. But, you want to maintain this
LTTE talk in view of your incapacity, your inability, your
lack of will, your lack of commitment to deliver on what
you undertake to do. I think this must stop. This is most
disgraceful. You should be ashamed of yourselves to
continue to talk about the LTTE rather than delivering on
your commitments and your obligations.

More time was spent yesterday by the Government
Spokesmen talking about the LTTE than about the LLRC
or Geneva. You cannot survive on such propaganda for
long. The danger is that such propaganda is detrimental to
genuine peace and reconciliation. Probably, you do not

want genuine peace and reconciliation because you
cannot come up with the remedies that are necessary to
achieve genuine peace and reconciliation, and because
you cannot come up with the required remedies to
achieve genuine peace and reconciliation, your only
escape route is the LTTE. Is that your position? It exposes
your lack of serious commitment and raises grave
misgivings about your will to replace the armed forces
with effective civilian administration in the North and the
East. It also poses a grave challenge to the democratic
decisions of the Tamil people and governance in the
North and the East in particular, in keeping with the
democratic will of the Tamil people. You do not want this
to come about. Our assessment of the position is that you
do not want governance to take place, particularly in the
North and the East in keeping with the democratic will of
the Tamil people and you think that the only way in
which this can be frustrated is by talking about the LTTE
and keeping alive the LTTE. You carried on the same
propaganda in Geneva. You could not sell that
propaganda. You know what happened.

Why should persons of the stature of Nelson Mandela,
Desmond Tutu, Mary Robinson and Jimmy Carter make
statements against the Sri  Lankan Government
individually and on behalf of the organizations to which
they belong? Do you not realize that there is something
gravely wrong? Do you not realize that the conscience of
these most-respected, upright civilian leaders has been
aroused consequent to your misdeeds over a period of
time? Is it likely that personalities of this stature could
come up with a position against the Sri Lankan State and
the Sri Lankan Government unless they were convinced
that there is something radically wrong in this country?

Sir, having said that, let me turn my attention briefly
to what happened in Geneva in May, 2009 when there
was a Special Session that was intended to promote and
protect human rights in Sri Lanka.

That Session was attended on behalf of the Sri Lankan
Government by the then Minister of Human Rights and
the Resolution that was moved in Geneva on that
occasion was adopted in favour of Sri Lanka by 29
countries voting for the Resolution, 12 voting against and
six abstaining. What did the Minister of Human Rights
say in Geneva on that occasion on the 26" of May, 2009?

| quote:

“The government has right throughout this difficult phase of
liberating our people from terrorism never subscribed to the
concept of a military solution as a final solution. We have
always said that the only durable and lasting solution is a
political process which addresses the socio, economic and
political grievances and expectations of our citizens through
a home grown process acceptable to all sections of our
multicultural society. The efforts in this direction have
already commenced.”

Three years have gone by. It has not come yet to an
end. He went on to say, | further quote:

“What | would like to leave behind in this room is our
commitment as a Government, as a nation to the fact that
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Sri Lanka is a multi-cultural, multi-lingual, multi-ethnic and
multi-religious society. This is the great diversity and the
strength of Sri Lanka. And we are committed and we believe
in the fact that it is only through the protection and nurturing
of this diversity that we can build the unity that we need to
overcome the challenges that are before us in the national,
reconstruction and development efforts that our country
needs to put in place towards our goal of sustainable peace
and development.”

That is what he said in Geneva on the 26" of May,
2009. | will comment on certain matters pertaining to
this Resolution as | go along.

Sir, the next Session in Geneva, | want to refer to, was
in September, 2011 when the Human Rights Council sat
again and when there were certain moves for a Resolution
to be moved against Sri Lanka, Minister Mahinda
Samarasinghe once again attended the Session as a
Special Envoy on Human Rights of President Rajapaksa.
In the course of that Session in Geneva, he made a
statement. The main objective of the Government at
those Sessions was to stave off any Resolution being
passed in Geneva, primarily on the footing that the LLRC
Report was being anticipated and that the LLRC Report
was going to be a panacea for all ills and would set
everything right in Sri Lanka. This is what Minister
Mahinda Samarasinghe said on behalf of the Government
on that occasion. | quote;

“Currently, the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission (LLRC) is inquiring into the conflict and its
causes and is evolving recommendations to ensure that such
a situation never arises again in Sri Lanka. It is critical to
wait for that body to finish its deliberations and come up with
its conclusions in due time. Rushing these processes unduly
may comprise the effectiveness of the implementation of the
eventual recommendations. The persons engaged in the
Commission are highly regarded professionals. They should
be given time and space to come up with their findings and
recommendations.”

He went on to further say:

“I look forward to the LLRC coming forward with creative,
forward thinking and workable recommendations that we can
implement with a view to buttressing our common values and
ideals and celebrating our rich socio-ethnic makeup.
Building a Sri Lankan identity that is overarching and
inclusive and which nurtures the rich diversity of our people,
is at the centre of our all efforts. All this must be achieved
within a paradigm of democratic governance which is the
best guarantee of peace, prosperity and the security for all
Sri Lankan people.”

This is what you tell the international community.
"We are a very diverse society; we are a multi-racial
society; we are a multi-ethnic society; we must be
inclusive; we must come up with arrangements to
accommodate all this." Where is all this? Why is all this
not happening? Do you think you can go on fooling the
international community forever as you have done to the
Tamil people for well over six decades? That is what

happened in Geneva. You were able to stave off that
Resolution. There was a proposal for a Resolution to be
brought by Canada but that was not eventually brought
on account of the serious efforts you made.

Then thereafter, Sir, there was the LLRC Report
which came out. | will not read the Recommendations of
the LLRC in regard to all matters but | would certainly
refer to the LLRC Report in regard to some of the
recommendations they made, particularly in regard to a
political solution because they have very clearly stated
what should happen politically to ensure that there is
peace and reconciliation and stability and prosperity in
this country.

In Paragraph 8.222 of their Recommendations they
say, | quote:

“All parties should recognize that the real issue of sharing power
and participating in Government is the empowerment of the people
and making the political leaders accountable to the people. This
applies to Sri Lanka as a whole and includes the needs of citizens of
all communities, Sinhala, Tamil, Muslims and others. The effective
functioning of the democratic system which fulfils these needs,
together with a consensual framework of devolution will, by virtue
of attributes and institutions intrinsic to it, also provide the answer
to the grievances of minorities.”

| hear some of your Government spokesmen talking
with either ignorance, or impudence or impertinence.
They say that the Tamil people do not want power
sharing and it is the TNA that wants power sharing. | do
not want any power sharing from you. What power
sharing can you give me? But my people want power
sharing. My people want to feel as equal citizens in this
country. My people feel, the Muslim people feel that they
must have political power in the same way that the
Sinhala people have political power which we do not
have and the LLRC has said it very clearly that power
sharing is meant for the people and not for political
leaders. So please stop this crap of saying that the TNA
wants power sharing and the Tamil people do not want
power sharing.

In Paragraph 8.225 of their Recommendations they
say, | quote:

“The Commission wishes to underline the critical importance of
making visible progress on the devolution issue, in order to ensure
the success of any process of lasting and sustainable reconciliation.
The Commission therefore recommends that the present
opportunity be utilized to launch a good faith effort to develop a
consensus on devolution building on what exists - both, for
maximum possible devolution to the periphery especially at the
grassroots level, as well as power sharing at the centre.”

When we talk of maximum possible devolution to be
granted, | must refer to the speech made by His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa at the inaugural
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meeting of the APRC and the Committee of Experts on
the 11" of July 2006.
This is what he said, | quote:

“In sum, any solution needs to as a matter of urgency to
devolve power for people to take charge of their own destiny.
This has been tried out successfully in many parts of the
world. There are many examples from around the world that
we may study as we evolve a truly Sri Lankan constitutional
framework including our immediate neighbour, India... Any
solution must be seen as one that stretches to the maximum
possible devolution without sacrificing the sovereignty of the
country given the background of the conflict.”

President Rajapaksa is in complete agreement with
what has been recommended by the LLRC, "maximum
possible devolution®. Why are you fighting shy? We are
prepared to resolve this question on the basis of maximum
possible devolution. Why are you fighting shy? Why are
you speaking with two tongues?

The next Recommendation, Sir, made by the LLRC
which | might place before the House is 8. 226.
It states | quote:

“To this end, the Government must take the initiative to have
a serious and structured dialogue with all political parties,
and those representing the minorities in particular, based on a
proposal containing the Government’s own thinking on the
form and content of the dialogue process envisaged. That
dialogue must take place at a high political level and with
adequate technical back-stopping.”

So, why are you fumbling? Why are you, Ministers of
the Government, speaking in different voices? Why do
you not speak with one voice? It was in this background,
Sir, that the last Session of the UN Human Rights Council
took place on the 27" of February, 2012 and once again
the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe went across to represent
the Government as the special envoy of the President on
human rights. He made certain statements which are
significant. | wish to read them, briefly.

He states, | quote:

“In our view, the Report contains a detailed and perceptive
analysis of past errors, including those that led to the failure
of the peace process, and several recommendations for the
future. The report is comprehensive and contains detailed
annexes .”

He went on to say, | quote:

“The Commission has dealt with and made recommendations
on a whole gamut of issues including aspects of
accountability - something which several of our partners and
interlocutors have failed to acknowledge; the resettlement of
IDPs; the rehabilitation and re-integration of ex-combatants;
the detention of suspects; bringing an end to the possession
of unauthorized weapons; the deployment of security forces;
land issues; issues with regard to restitution; implementation
of the language policy; socio-economic and livelihood
development; administrative issues; and on the need to arrive
at a national consensus with regard to fulfilling the legitimate
aspirations of all communities living in Sri Lanka.”

He further went on to say, | quote:

“l may also add that the government is firmly resolved to
ensure that all those who have been dispossessed of their
lands, are afforded the opportunity to return to the lands they
once owned.”

Is it happening? In so many parts of the North, it has
not happened. In Trincomalee, it has not happened.
He went on to say, | quote:

“With regard to the lands under the former High Security
Zones of Palaly and Trincomalee-Sampur, the Commission
has acknowledged that the area covered has significantly
diminished in terms of both land area and restriction of
movement. With regard to the re-demarcation and reduction
of the former High Security Zones to aid resettlement, the
process was initiated prior to the Commission’s Report,
which therefore recognized that the area had diminished
significantly. By the end of the conflict in 2009, the High
Security Zones (HSZ) covered 4,098.36 Ha and, at present,
has been reduced to 2,582.45. The government will closely
monitor and expedite making lands, previously used for
security purposes, for resettlement/return.”

In fact, when | raised this matter in Parliament in
October, 2011, the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, in regard to the
position in Trincomalee gave me the assurance on the
Floor of the House, that the persons who were displaced
from Sampur, Muthur East - that entire area - apart from
the land required for the Coal Power Plant, they could
return to their lands and resettle. But nothing has been
done. So far nothing has been done. And recently those
people have even been deprived of their food - their
rations - because they are not leaving the refugee camps
in which they are. So, we need action in regard to all
these matters.

Before | conclude, Sir - | might take two more
minutes - | want to say only this. Recently | had a
meeting with the BOIl Chairman and who is also the
Secretary to the Ministry of Power and Energy, in regard
to the Sampur Coal Power Plant and the land from which
people have been displaced, and he told me that there was
a high-level meeting presided over by the Hon. Minister
Basil Rajapaksa in his capacity as Minister for Economic
Development and that there were some proposals in
regard to the installation of a heavy industrial zone in that
area. But, Mr. Basil Rajapaksa in the course of the
meeting clearly announced that apart from the land
required for the Coal Power Plant, all other land must be
returned to the displaced people and that the displaced
people should be resettled in those lands. | am thankful to
him for having made that announcement even at that
meeting and made the position clear.

But that is not good enough. My people want to go
back. My people have lived there for generations and for
centuries. There is an ancient historic temple in that area
called “Pathrakali Amman Temple” that they worship.
They want to go to that temple. They want to get back to
their lands. Why are you delaying? Your Government
Agent and your Governor in Trincomalee are not
prepared to let them go back. They have got their own
plans. Why can you not implement your decisions -
decisions which you have made? Then we will not have
to raise this matter in the House again. Let me hope that
in regard to both Palaly - where | am told that they are
putting up fences suddenly - and with regard to Sampur,
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our people can get back and resettle there before we have
to raise this issue in Parliament once again.

Before | conclude Sir, I want to make just a final
reference to some statements made by the Hon. DEW
Gunasekara in his capacity as Acting Minister of External
Affairs when he made a Statement in this House on the
23" of March 2012. We do not buy the theory that the
members of the Human Rights Council who voted in
Geneva were subjected to any pressure or subjected to
any domestic compulsions in making their decisions as to
how they would vote. We, for our part, respect the
decision made by every country. We respect the decisions
made by even countries that voted against the Resolution
- | mean with the Sri Lankan Government. Well, we think
it is the sovereign right of those countries to make their
decision and we have no right to question that decision.
Unfortunately the Government’s spokesmen have not
conformed to - in my view a very healthy practice of - not
condemning a decision made by a sovereign country. You
talk about your sovereignty but you are not prepared to
concede to other countries their right to their sovereignty.

In 2009, you carried the Resolution with: 29 for, 12
against and 6 abstained. This time, the Resolution was
carried against you with only 14 voting for you - fifteen
less than what you have got in 2009. What happened?
How did you get 15 less? The Hon. DEW Gunasekara
went on to say in the course of his statement that all in all,
23 members refused to say “Yes” to the Resolution. That
is - 15 plus 8 - 23. But you forget that all in all, 32
members did not say “No” to the Resolution. You say, 23
members refused to say "Yes” to the Resolution. But you
forget the fact that at the same time, all in all, 32 members
refused to say “No” to the Resolution. Why did you not
have even a simple majority? You had only 15. As far as
the other party was concerned, they had a two thirds
majority. They had more than two thirds. Thirty two out
of 45 is more than two thirds. So, | think you must stop
quibbling with this type of thing and realize that this type
of thing does not help.

Now, if you do not comply with the LLRC Report -
but that is your business not mine; a matter in regard to
which you can take your own decision - then they go to
another Report before the UN Human Rights Council.
That is the Report of the Experts’ Panel appointed by the
Secretary-General of the UN. That Report was sent to the
UN Human Rights Council when the sessions were on in
September 2011, and the Secretary-General had good
reason for sending that Report to the UN Human Rights
Council. He knew that that was the place to which it had
to be sent. If you do not implement the LLRC
recommendations and perform your duties as required in
terms of the Resolution, you will have to seriously ask
yourselves the question, as to whether any action may be
pursued - I am not saying it must be pursued; that is a

matter for the UN Human Rights Council, not for me to
decide - as to whether any action could be pursued in
terms of the Report of the Committee of Experts
appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to advice him? These are the questions you face and you
cannot, in my respectful submission, any longer take up
the position that you can quibble; you can double speak;
you can prevaricate; you can engage in casuistry and
chicanery and get away with it; and not be answerable. |
do not think, Sir, that is any longer an option available to
the Sri Lankan Government.

You now have to deliver on a political solution. You
have to deliver on the ground situation. There must be
demilitarization. Our people must lead a life of self-
respect and dignity. They cannot be second-class citizens
in the areas in which they were born, in which they have
lived for generations and which they belong to and own.
There must be return of effective civilian administration.
You must respect the democratic verdicts of our people.
Monies are being allocated only to persons with the
Government; only to the Government Local Authority
Members. I read in the newspapers recently that the Hon.
Hasen Ali, a Senior Member of Parliament belonging to
the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, his proposals have been
rejected. Monies are not being allocated to our Members
of Parliament, to our Local Authority Members in our
areas. The Government has the audacity to say, “No
money for the others, only for our Members.” Are you
respecting democracy? Are you respecting the democratic
verdicts of our people? Why do you have elections? You
have elections at which our people vote and our people
choose their representatives. You must give due respect
to that verdict. If you do not respect that verdict, are you
respecting our people?

If you do not respect our people what respect can we
give you? These are questions to which we must find
answers. We are prepared to work with you. We have to
be extremely honest about this. We started talks with you.
You know that we did our very best to take the talks
forward. We made every positive contribution to take the
talks forward. If the talks have today got into difficulty it
is not on account of us, it is on account of you. You
cannot deny it. | challenge anyone of you to stand up in
this House and deny it. We have done our very best to
take the talks forward. | have sought to reasonably
compromise at every moment, at every turn despite being
criticized sometimes by hard-liners within my own
people. | have been willing to compromise to take this
forward and find an honourable, equitable solution. My
Colleagues are aware of that. You must take the full
responsibility for the present situation.

The ground situation in the North and the East must
change. Our people must get back to their lands, lands on
which they lived. Our people must be able to cultivate
their lands. Our people must have proper livelihood
opportunities not something at your mercy, not something
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at your clemency. But, as a matter of right, that is your
duty as a Government. You are not doing me any favour.
You are the cause of that destruction, and we are entitled
to return to a life of self-respect and dignity. Our people
must be entitled to that.

You must dismantle your military cantonments in the
North and the East, particularly in the North, in the
Kilinochchi District which you are seeking to establish on
a permanent basis. | have information that the soldiers
who have been settling in these cantonments are today
cultivating paddy lands under various minor tanks in
Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi. Tomorrow when they are
demobilized they will be given the cantonments and they
will be given that land. Tens of thousands of people from
outside the North and the East will thereby be settled in
the North, against the will of the people of the North. This
type of thing must stop. Are you going to stop it? Are you
prepared to tell this House that you will stop it? Are you
prepared to tell this House in uncertain language clearly
and explicitly that you will implement the
recommendations of the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission which was your showpiece
before the international community on the basis of which
you staved off many disasters, because you have not even
started implementing the interim recommendations of
the LLRC made more than one year ago in September
2010.

The UNHRC was aware of that because even in the
Report of the LLRC, they have referred to the fact that the
Government has not implemented its interim
recommendations though made more than one year ago.

Bewrdehs 00 ewresBn®o
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Sampanthan, you have one more
minute.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Okay, Sir, I will not take more time than allotted to
me.

So, we appeal to you. | want to assure you of our
fullest cooperation. What is wrong with the TNA? Am | a
criminal? What have | done? What is it that I have not
done in the interest of peace and stability? You do not
want the TNA because you want to remove the roots of
our right to equality, justice and dignity.You want to be in
power everywhere. Give equality to our people. Make our
people feel equals. Give them political power in their
hands and ask them to return you, on their behalf, to
positions of authority.

So, kindly stop this most dishonourable conduct that
you are presently engaged in and engage in something

constructive, something positive, something honest and
you can be assured of our fullest cooperation.

Thank you.

[L0.L. 3.27]
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda - Minister of Traditional

Industries and Small Enterprise Development)
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“Despite the LLRC identifying the EPDP as an illegal armed group

and recommending that armed paramilitary groups be investigated
and disarmed, Minister Douglas Devananda, Leader of the EPDP,

whose attitude was condemned by the LLRC as being inimical to
the rule of law, continues to function as the Cabinet Minister for
Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise Development. In fact, in
a further show of disdain, he was chosen as a Member of Sri
Lanka’s Delegation to the ongoing 19™ Session of the UNHRC.”
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Suresh Premachandran, please sit
down.- [Interruption.]
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Minister, you have one more
minute.

@G DB D5 Owmo
(orenryflg Ldsererv Chauresthsm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Okay.

6TLOG| L&HEHESTS BT erpliysleTn o flewinds (@& red
uedlemIWITETSGID BHSWTRTSHID 6TTULD BTLD  6THSHETR DS,
2 miFlwrs @) maSlaTCmrGor, bsenTaydbd Hbs 2 Mfewio
ST YreThissCsrH CuAl CunusHE YTFTHRISSMS
Cprad) eTwgl 2 meyds sruisemer HL(Heugih BlwmuIoTeTd)
eTeTUSlD Brid 2 MiFwrsGeu () (HHSTE@DTID. 6TIOGI LdSHET
rFwev  Fweyfleww Qupp  FSHBrL LlrewgmserTsea b
Sfleysafley  Qmpg  Bawtlwhs YSHwESTH wrefl
FPSOTHELD UTPUSNE 6UPHFWMIOEGHD FLOSSHIUDTET P
@eHw  @levmiensenws Brd &g CwaptiyGeurd! sHETS
2 flewwd@ds  @Grev  Qar@uGurd! o meysgd &b
QarHuGurd! [@emLuf®]

amCs 2 BIGEHMLIW YU KHET? 2 BISEHEG o L Ulrs

Aewesrsear @ peHleTperGou!l 2 misE@pwLW 2 L LfrF
Fewesrsener BhIs6T OBTEHFID HeuaTsHles) Ol msirEpmiss!
gQemeTpTed  Hemeu  GleuallGuwr  eubgIGlaTevtTILY (hd ST 6UT.
YOTTEV, [BBIGET YeuPewD Pl ewMeSlaTiser. 3)miGs
ur@mser! 'Furr'alaysoLw  usSNensully L  Qumilg
BHHUDEHET 6TV  Geusfleub g mbSlermer. "FLsvdhems
d@dgiursg Ogerm 11 Cuenyr uSEH BrisenTsd &rewws
aflsvemev" sTeirmy (H CFiIF) spHpewm Ceustloubsai. o 6sTT6D,
@)g purCumii! oliug ehss FbuaupGL BL sosallsvenev.
BrBIGEer Garepsd allflliurs @) BmbsuUlgwTed LeTeTi bsbs
Qeiigleow wrpPlel’ Lerr. [Qewuf®] Sliuy  ess
PSS CUTIILTRT SHOUDEHDNTHSTET HBIGET LDSHHEH: G5
Qar@sdlsTiassr. smdleflwesr FHewev uPPw CFiIFlgn L

9Jliug Qeuslleubgs gl 2 BisEhdb &GS Gl TlujLb.

Bewdts 0m ewsBn®
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
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(The Hon. Harin Fernando)
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Hon. Minister of External Affairs, | actually feel for
you in a way. You have not been given your rightful
place. We all know that you have been sidelined at the
whole Geneva debacle. The Minister of Plantation
Industries headed the whole delegation and there were so
many contradictory statements which were made by
different parties. Even the Government Spokesman said
that their views were only personal views and not of the
Government. So, today we are awaiting your response
and whatever statement you are going to make is what the
Government is thinking of doing with the LLRC Report.
There is a famous saying that every test in our life makes
us bitter or better; every problem comes to make us or
break us; choice is ours whether we become victim or
victorious. This is what you are going to face, Hon.
Minister.

OG0 Bewd®s m0m ©winBnd®s, a8 cm, Seddn,
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@0 CEH Bwoznwm wmo
(omevsrLll@ V0% HFTHTWISHS)
(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

@0 0357 Yol Swm

(omenoLbl@ amilesT LTETTHS) )

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

oo point of Order O oy o). 9esEE®
RIN®E® PBBIGO WBIB) I,

®OC; @53 DTS Bwmn
(orerfl@ FThs LsSTLTT)
(The Hon. Shantha Bandara)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewdts 0m swsBn®r

(ewdsefler LNrsls sallsrari Sjeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Shantha Bandara, what is your point of Order?

OC @53 DG Bwmo

(oresrLyfl@ Frhs LeHTLTT)

(The Hon. Shantha Bandara)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

If there is anything against the Standing Orders, that
will be expunged.
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statement was made that this is going to be a home-grown
solution. At the General Assembly, His Excellency the
President also made the same statement and so did the
Minister in charge of Human Rights in 2009. Now, where is

the home-grown solution? What is the home-grown
solution?

Bewdts 0m ewsBn®

(ewdsefler LNrsls sallsrari Seuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Harin Fernando, please wind up
now.

@G 087 gyl Swme

(oresrLyfl@ amflssr LieTThg )

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)

Does it only entail with the Government? No. Very
clearly a very senior Member of Parliament made a clear
statement. We do the same. ®0 »0 Bxn@wm mEwe=
@I,
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Bewdss 02 ewnBn®
(ewsseafsr Nrds sallereri jeuiaer)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Now, wind up please.

@G 087 gyl Swme

(omesrLyfl@ amflssr LieTThg )

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)
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[4.12 p.m.]

@G 69 HBO Bwmn (gBDSew §LIBY®)
(orenTfl@ meylt am&id - B& jewiodair)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, | am deeply
conscious of the fact that I hold the portfolio of Justice,
which has a close connection with the delivery of certain
important recommendations of the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission. In the meantime, | must also
take part in this Debate with the feeling that | also
represent the sentiments and aspirations of a community
in this country, which is closely involved in the final
reconciliation process that will bring lasting peace to the
country.
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Therefore, it is in that spirit that when we went to
Geneva and met with representatives of various countries,
we took up the position that any attempt to externally
influence the process, without properly understanding the
ramifications and complications of the reconciliation
process, can sometimes end up in upsetting the process
altogether. It is in that regard that when we went there
during the first phase of the high-level segment, when we
had the meeting with 40 odd permanent representatives of
countries at a luncheon hosted by the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs, | told the attending representatives that,
from my point of view, the reconciliation process as it
stands, is faced with certain difficulties. But, in the
meantime, the situation can get even further polarized
when attempts of this nature, which are untimely and
unwarranted, are made only within three months of the
publication of the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation
Commission Report. This is something that they have to
avoid. But then, after having passed the Resolution, | am
sure, those who mooted the Resolution would now see the
implications in the country, and to a certain extent | feel
vindicated that what | said that day has come true. As it
stands today, we can see the polarization widening
further, extreme forces on both sides of the divide taking
very vituperative positions regarding the other and
disturbing whatever that would ultimately come about.
Therefore, it is important for us to bear in mind that in
matters of diplomacy, it is important not to get
sentimental and emotional about what happens. It is
important for us to reflect on the future and to see how we
can chart a path towards which we can guide this nation
to ultimately achieve that objective that people want us to
reach.

Therefore, Sir, | must say that it is our considered
view that instead of engaging in sober introspection on
the likely pros and cons of the Geneva outcome, there is a
surfeit of fire and brimstones spewing out. | do not think
for a moment that such sabre-rattling and empty rhetoric
are in the national interest. We need to have cool heads,
take stock of the situation and begin a process of
constructive  engagement  with  the international
community in a spirit of goodwill, free of rancour and
belligerence, including those countries which have
sponsored the Resolution and voted for it.

Therefore, Sir, 1 must also say that our resolve to
charter a roadmap to implement the LLRC
recommendations at our own steam, and not at the
bidding of this Resolution, was already there before we
went to Geneva. The fact that we have made substantial
progress in the field of human rights despite the ravages
of war was something that was conveniently forgotten by
the movers of the Resolution. As | mentioned before, the
National Action Plan for the Protection and Promotion of
Human Rights was a fulfilment of a pledge we made to
the Council in 2008. We had this ready when we went to
the Council in March this year. But, the Resolution was
moved throwing to winds all those achievements that we

have shown and that is where the Members of the House
should appreciate the selectivity and non-objectivity that
was displayed in bringing this Resolution.

Sir, the movers have hoisted the very ideals for which
the Council was born on their own petard. | must tell you,
if you look at the General Assembly Resolution of 20086,
you will see a pious declaration that was exhorted of the
Human Rights Council: The Council must be guided in
its work by the principles of universality, impartiality,
non-selectivity, and constructive international dialogue
and cooperation. That cooperation did not mean
imposition, and that constructive international dialogue
meant no covert lobbying of votes, were all matters that
were lost on the movers of this Resolution. It is certainly
a sad commentary on the operation of a body that was put
forward as a reformed institution to promote human
rights.

Nevertheless, it is my contention, Sir - as | told you
before - that we have to do a sober introspection of what
has happened in the past and try and involve all
stakeholders in carrying forward a reconciliation process.
As an important stakeholder in the process, it is important
indeed to reflect on what Members of the Opposition did
speak though some of them may have had a tunnel vision
about achieving reconciliation at their own dictates. But,
it is for us to understand that whatever has happened in
the past needs to be put aside and we need to engage with
those who have shared these concerns with us.

It is true that some of those people who voted for us
and who abstained from voting for the Resolution did
have much hope that our Government will fulfil the
pledges that we have given the Human Rights Council. It
is wrong to assume that a Government which has
continuously engaged with the Human Rights Council,
which has not run away from its obligations, will renege
on its promises. Therefore, it is for us to reflect on these
matters and take forward this attempt in a proper
perspective.

In the meantime - this is what | have warned earlier as
well - when the TNA refused or decided not to go to
Geneva, certain convulsions took place within the Tamil
National Alliance.

It was very much in the public domain. We also saw
that an effigy of an important Member of the Tamil
National Alliance was burnt in the Jaffna University
calling him a traitor.

@G g Ocew
(orenrfl@ o mutifleri emeur)
(An Hon. Member)
It was not burnt; it was hung.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Yes, it was hung in the University premises and these
are the very extremist forces that are being encouraged on
both sides of the divide. We see that. Even on this side,
there maybe certain extremist forces. - [Interruption.] No,
they are on all sides. On all sides, you find these extremist
forces. This is what we told the international community.
Do not try to be intrusive at a time like this. Try and guide
us; get involved with us; go along with us and support us
rather than passing a Resolution and then create a
situation where these forces will begin to take root and
then further divide - [Interruption]

But, what is happening today? | will tell you another
example. Having returned from Geneva, | was invited to a
literary event where Tamil poetry was to be celebrated.
This is a news item that was published by the Tamilwin
website yesterday. | will read it in Tamil. It states, |
quote:

"reyl anaip 601531 015 6T E1pLD SLDLIGT
yméasentluysissr! - SO0 LewL_LiLmeflser &g

allpreneuls

"siousr  ellprellart, Omeafaurallsd) mddlw  BrHssT wells
2_Memwassr gemauuiled HEWMAEST WaTEWTYPHS &ToTaTSamsd
Carhaiyss I BrHseflspid, flés BrEseafllan @svniens
T FEHG USTUTHLD SO WoHHEHSEG sTHITHeD 1qCuimigls
urdiiyeny Q&g reylt amEi Yeuisewer aillprails GsrTL_dss
2 I YOMIUSNEG DPSSHLILHS SO LewL_Liumeflaser

HLPHLD USTEDLOWITEHS HETIgHHNGI..."

@eusurm QsTL_iihg GFTevedloubgl, @miSlwirs -

"steorGou, SUATSMBE ST I14HCQBTHHGL  HOLSTFTHETTED
BLTSSIUBD @)bs SbUeT allpTeneull Lmsbsanilsgrn sl
CasAwgems CrAsh@GD sTpdSSTeNTSH6T, UL LLTefssT, @)l
9}, TOUGITS6T,
CaL_(H&C&msirdlesrGmmip"

Qurgiwsser  ewareusnrud 2 MewwCuir®

stedrm) QFMalldssliL i HESlaTmg).

That is the final impact of the way in which some of
these LTTE sympathizers behaved. The LTTE
sympathizers and these diaspora groups that extol the
virtues of the LTTE’s ideology appear to be divorced
from the reality on the ground. They appear to be
vilifying and conducting a vituperative campaign to
silence all their critics. They unfortunately, have become
exuberant with the passage of that Resolution. That has
happened even on this side. We find some of those
extreme elements on the other side of the divide making
similar noises. We have seen that in the past and we can
see that even now.
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Bewdss 02 ewrnBn®

(ewssafsr UNrds sallereri jeuiaer)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, please wind up now.

@G SGS RS Bwmn
(1orevoTLLfl@ meys emeib)
(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
Brer  Bewr  Gmrid
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aflpouaisvensy.
LT 1b g1 65 mevvT(h)

HT6V H|sYILIUBISETELPSVLD BT BIGHET HeWTly(hdbHCmTD. @)HME
prewira &Sl BrHssT Wwefls o flewwsst  ewioliyib
QFwpu@Ts @) HHSTD, HSHIe|D Hrfwed Corobsdbslnesrds
@B1@ cpsHems BIHPLLSTES B)(HHSTE, BIFFWLOTS 6TSHIO|LD
FraSwiiu GUTeuBleVensy  6TeiTLINE  [BTHIGST TSN
Gameirer Geusr(®)id. sTesrGeu, eTetTemedTLs QUITMISH0L 19 Cev



2053 2012 godd 04 2054

@b BB LLRC ogplsemsemw ojupeoubdgieusns et
pwnHAued THTEHEAdwsF FTihs WTSEH FHBlHEHLD
IFThISSCHT(H p55IwIpHs CeusndT(HLD; HTHIS6T 6TsVEEVT(HLD
Bementhgl bs el wshems Crrsdl (peiTGernGeusisr®Ib.
9CsCprd, @urmsbslr FHurs @Ghs el wrisensd
BTBIGST eTeydh@ WPlw isss5mas 6aT(HdssHdm LTS,
wéser wHSUIG CaeweuwmhHm HUILLITTWSeNS sueTidsds
Fn L TGl JCHT, BIeVET-HTEVET LOMIBTET 6THIGHEHS G &)6TenILd
allgglurFwrear 9w Besvenw o HeurdlallBid ererm @H
EETOYVH  THITUTILIHU  WdHBEHSGHE CETHESTN, @)bhs
el wgdls  Qumrmiliyenriay et GQewphur  Ceusssriguig)
SeuAwid 6165 TM I Ml, WA Emeir. BedTH).

[a.00. 4.27]
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(orerylle STBlE)  FIH YIS -

Fn L 14 SDENTLIL| S[EDLOFEFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of

International Monetary Co-operation )
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
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"The Executive Board of the International Monetary Fund today
completed the seventh review of Sri Lanka's Economic performance
under a programme supported by a Stand-By Arrangement. The
completion of the review enables the immediate disbursement of an
amount equivalent to SDR 275.6 million, about US Dollars 426.8
million, bringing total disbursements under the arrangement to an
amount equivalent to SDR 1.378 billion, US Dollars 2.13 billion."

In addition, &= &= Executive Board's decisions
o6 BeE Bewmd. [ B88] | will read that out.
This is in the website. & g®»0, Mr. Min Zhu Be Deputy
Managing Director and Acting Chair of IMF states:

"While the strong economic recovery continued in 2011, and
inflation remained subdued, a combination of rapid credit growth
and a tightly managed exchange rate caused the external current
account deficit to widen and external reserves to fall sharply."
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Minister, now please wind up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
Why do you not explain that?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I will come to the second part of it. It states:

"The authorities have recently introduced a broad package of
measures to rein in the current account deficit, stem the reserve
loss, and bolster fiscal performance. Monetary and credit policy
have been tightened, petroleum and electricity prices

increased.,..........
So, we can see -
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Minister, now please wind up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Give me one more minute. | think I will get five
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara. You
have 16 minutes.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, now wind up please.
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

I can give him five minutes from the time allotted to
this side.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Okay, | will give five more minutes to the Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara from the time allocated to the Hon.

Ravi Karunanayake. Hon. Member, you carry on your
speech.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Patali Champika Ranawaka.
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power

and Energy)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake. You
have 15 minutes. Before he starts, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?

@0 Lertd endiin Owm

(orevwsryLll@ FHCesrey @ 6wreuisHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.

g Sz &, e e3®@® S,
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMHMYS CIBTOTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.

[5.14 p.m]

®35; 68 WS EIZNB2 O™

(oreryLfl@ rafl &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Mr. Presiding Member, | am happy to contribute to the
Adjournment Motion that has been moved.

Sir, you could see that this is a very clear case of
mishandling our foreign policy. Where is the whizkid
who went to Geneva and spoke on behalf of the
President? Is he here? If you have a Minister of External
Affairs, you either give him the task or sack him. You
cannot be having one here, one there and when everything
is over, the Minister of External Affairs has to be here to
take the responsibility, irrespective of what had happened
there. That is, misguided handling of the foreign policy by
your Government. That had not been the first instance.
That is being done in the economic area; that is being
done in all areas. That is the forte of this Government.

Sir, let me come back to the issue under discussion.
There was a Resolution put forward by the US. It finally
succeeded in Geneva. Why did it happen? You had
Norway co-sponsoring that Resolution. That was accepted
by them. They were a facilitator in our peace process.
You should have been able to speak to them and ask them
as to how they could co-sponsor this Resolution. We are
totally against that kind of action because they were a
facilitator to the peace process that was going on. Now,
going on further, Sir, this is the first time a resolution had
been brought against this country. There have been many
instances before but never has it come to a point where a
resolution was brought against the country.

In 1987, there was a very tense situation. The Indians
basically wanted to express their presence in Sri Lanka
and then there were air-drops and all those things. But
finally, the then President of this country was able to get
the Indian support and we had the Indian Peace-Keeping
Force coming here to fight a Sri Lankan war. That was
where it came closest to them.

But, remember, eradicating terrorism had international
support: the United States of America, the European
Union, Canada, Australia, all of them, proscribed the
LTTE; they banned funding of the LTTE in those
countries. So, all of them had a stake in eradicating
terrorism. Three years after terrorism was eradicated,
they, as international players, also made a call to see that
there is democracy being practised in Sri Lanka.
Remember, Sri Lanka is a multicultural and
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multireligious society; Sri Lanka is made up of Sinhalese,
Tamils, Muslims, Malays and Burghers. All of them
make up the Sri Lankan identity. So, as a result,
extremism does not help bring to about peace in a
particular situation.

In this particular instance, the foreign policy has been
handled in a very unprofessional way. The Minister of
External Affairs was there but the problem is that three or
four other people have been handling it. You go to
Geneva and say one thing; that we are not going to
implement the recommendations of the LLRC. The Hon.
Mahinda Samarasinghe says that we are going to
implement those and then, we heard the Hon. Sajin De
Vass Gunawardena also saying yesterday that the LLRC
recommendations are going to be implemented. The US
Ambassador at the Human Rights Council says that the
main reason for this Resolution being brought against Sri
Lanka was the non-implementation of the
recommendations of the LLRC. So, there have been
contradictory signals given. That is why | say that the
foreign policy has been handled very unprofessionally.

Remember the success we had at the Council in 2006.
The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera was able to get the
entire international community to support him. President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, by being in Geneva, supported the
2006 Resolution and the entire world was behind Sri
Lanka at that particular moment. Has that success been
used from there onwards? That is why | say that this has
been a wrongly-handled foreign policy situation.

Look at India. Never had they voted against us. Why
have they voted against us this time? Hon. Minister of
External Affairs, you all have a responsibility to explain
to this House as to how you managed to get India against
us in this instance. They have been trying to intercede till
the very last moment. | have got a certain document
which shows that India was trying to intercede, even
among the 47 countries, on the 1st of March, as to why
this Resolution should be brought against Sri Lanka.
Then, from there onwards, what happened? The Indian
Army sacrificed their lives, fighting here in 1987. So,
India had a right to speak up. It is not that they have a
right to interfere in the affairs of Sri Lanka but they had
to get that done.

Now, see the intense situation prevalent with the
Chinese interaction in the economic areas. For the first
time, the Indians have opened up the coastal areas for
international  shipping lines under the cabotage
authorization, which is a direct attack on Sri Lanka. So,
those are signs that you should take note of and you have
to ensure that India is brought back on to our side.
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Hon. Minister, you should also look at as to what
happened from the start, during the last three, four years.
The Swedish Foreign Minister wanted to come here and
you stopped him. Then, Sweden closed its Embassy.
Then, the Canadian Opposition Leader wanted to come to
Sri Lanka. He was stopped. He was sent back after
landing in Katunayake. What happened thereafter? You
had a Canadian team coming in and they were the first
country that took the Sri Lankans on. You had a young
team coming about two weeks ago. What did they
basically say? They said, “Ensure that Sri Lanka restores
its human rights. Their democracy must be in proper
order”.

Then, look at what the Sri Lankan Government had
done to India. For five times consecutively, they have
fooled India. They have been issuing various statements.
The last statement came about three months ago when
Mr. S.M. Krishna came to Sri Lanka. At that particular
time he was given an assurance that a speedy solution will
be brought to the problem. The assurance given was that
there would be a Thirteenth Plus approach. We did not
know this till Mr. Krishna issued a press statement. Hon.
(Prof.) G.L. Peiris, you were there. If it was wrong, you
should have contradicted and if it is right, please tell us as
to what happened at that meeting because only you were
privy to this meeting. We knew that Thirteen Plus was
given only through the press statement that was issued by
the External Affairs Minister of India. He is the one who
basically gave us that information.

Then, look at the behaviour of the United States of
America. They brought in a Resolution and it was
defeated. Now, at that particular moment, Americans
were with us. Then, how have they changed against us?
Look at the European Union. We lost the Labour GSP.
We have lost almost up to about Rs. 70 billion. A country
that is starving for money, a country that is going begging
after the IMF for money today says to the European
Union, “We do not want your Labour GSP”. This is the
situation we are placed in today. The IMF is supposed to

give us US Dollars 827 million but they only gave us US
Dollars 427 million. The rupee is devalued by almost 20
per cent. The cost of living is going up and your Minister
is saying that they can live with Rs. 2,500. These types
of hilarious statements put the entire Sri Lanka into great
jeopardy.

O Bedn) 0@ yimw »OB ecimw Beasiesy
©® 58 D gregs B S5 9. eCI®W Cm0d
e Bweon) euimyd ed B ®»Ogn BB Bwo
508 0® ydm @B 0O Bedsles’. dm FOBDSewH
Bomds, "8 ¢008me0d wedt) disme moxTm duy"
BeEo. @od wredRdBEsY B8wuwd 30 dedd edmDr. dewnsd
edt) Buwd ca® 35¥¢dn 0@ehO dDH. den® Bowd?
B 31003000 wedd) DEEmB WO Ve BWEo.
2o #@BOC Bwmrdn, "y, ¢ud An® vy Bwe.
a5y @88m 0080 OB Bwmrds, "8 O wiedd
e crnemm I BOYSwmewsI® A ¥ Beo.
e® B83wd "9we® dEBwW" Hed wBedsIm WwemDo.
dossinde 988ed ewEedsy »HOE 00 #BEE
8oewd edxim wem O OB 0® moeon wrier’. e®m
508 Bows ecm® ydma.

Then, look at the present situation. We have a trade
deficit of 1.2 billion. Then, the European Union is
creating problems on the exports; there is a looming
problem on the exports. The Millennium Development
Goals, which the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera was able to
succeed then, just missed it by a whisker owing to certain
obstinate stands taken by the Government. You lost US
Dollars 798 million. That was in September, 2006. That
was only a grant; not a loan. So, these are the areas
where the international community has been putting Sri
Lanka under the microscope and saying, “What is going
on in little Sri Lanka?”

Look at the chronology as to how this Resolution
came. At the UN General Assembly, His Excellency the
President Mahinda Rajapaksa gave the fullest support to a
Resolution on Human Rights. Then, during the visit to
India, from 15" to 17", a Joint Statement was issued by
the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris. What did you say? You
said, “We are waiting for the LLRC Report to come in
and we will ensure that it is implemented”. That was the
promise given. On the 30" of March, 2011, His
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa gave the same assurance
to the Prime Minister of India. On the 10" of September
2011, Miss Tamara Kunanayakam, Permanent
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations Office
at Geneva says, | quote:

“As for the credibility of the LLRC, it was established by a

democratically elected President and Government and is composed of
personalities whose eminence and integrity are not in doubt. Its
composition reflects the pluralistic nature of the Sri Lankan polity. It is
a well known rule of international law that domestic remedies must first
be exhausted.”

Then, on the 12" of September 2011, the Hon.
Mahinda Samarasinghe says, "We will ensure that the
LLRC Report is implemented. Just give us a little bit of
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time". Then, the Prime Minister of India writes to the
President again on the 24" of March 2011 and calls upon
the Government, “Now it is high time that the LLRC is
implemented”. Then, on the 22™ of February, 2012, once
again Miss Tamara Kunanayakam states, “We are already
implementing it. Just give us additional time”. Then, on
the 27" of February, 2012, the Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe re-echoes the same thing and then you have
it contradicted by the External Affairs Minister of this
country, the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris.

G 00t) OIE @0

(semevensTHRIGL 2 MILILNETT SjouiTder)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.

@0 @835T RO ® Owmo
(omevsrLL0l@ Begmest ST GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
He started at 5.15 p.m.

G 06it) O5IE @0

(semevensTHRIGL 2 MILLNETT Sjouider)

(The Presiding Member)

Yes, but he has only one more minute now. The time
is before me.

®5; 68 WS Em5NW2 Owm0

(orenryfl@ rafl &HesTTHTLdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, Sir, you must be fair. You cannot be sitting there
and deciding -

G068 05350

(pewevewgTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

I am very fair. You cannot cast aspersions on the
Chair.

®G; 68 WS E5NW2 Owm0

(orenTyLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You brushed aside the Americans and said, “We are
not bothered about you” when there was a request made a
month and a half ago. Now, we see that you are ready to
go to the USA, speak to Hillary Clinton, the same person
that you say is having double standards. If it was bad
then, how is it good now? Is it just because you have a
Resolution before you now that you are going on bended
knees? This is the problem. You always say one to the
international community, one to Sri Lanka and as a result
play about with the ethnic issue. But, the United National
Party has been having a very coherent and consistent
policy. We believe that we should have a national policy
and a national solution to this. That is why we said that
the Norwegians should not have co-sponsored this.

We believe that there were good starting points. There
were  the  Thirteenth ~ Amendment,  All-Party
Representative Committee chaired by Hon. (Prof.) Tissa

Vitarana, International Independent Group of Eminent
Persons’ Report, et cetera. All these were good starting
points. Then, you had a unilateral discussion that was
started between the TNA and the Government. We give
credit to that. We do not know what has been spoken
during that discussion, but we appreciate those stands
taken and allowed you to go forward with it.

When you all were in the Opposition, when we
wanted to bring in a solution to Sri Lanka's problem in
1987, what did you all do? You set properties on fire.
You put the country into a mess and said that this
country was sold out. Now, you have the audacity to say
after 30 years that the best solution that can be brought
forward is the Thirteenth Amendment that was brought in
by President J.R. Jayewardene in 1987. This is the
irony. This is the absurdity At that time President J.R.
Jayewardene said, “This is too little, too late,” and if
everybody was together and fought that situation, there
would not have been a necessity today to have a
Resolution against Sri Lanka, to face this difficult
situation. So, Hon. (Prof.) Peiris, you, as the Minister of
External Affairs in this incompetent Government, must
be able to tell Sri Lankans as to why you have allowed
India to vote against us and explain as to why the US
brought a Resolution against us - this is the first time that
such a thing has been brought against this country - and
tell us how you are going to protect Mother Lanka. Even
though you mess it up, we are there to protect this
country.

Thank you.

G220 @IE S0

(sewevewgTHRIGL 2 Mlillesri Oj6euiaer)

(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dilan Perera. You have
10 minutes.

[e.20. 5.29]
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment

Promotion and Welfare)
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Government. It is a preposterous situation where the Tamil
National Alliance proclaims to the world that it is the TNA
and nobody else who has prompted and instigated the
Government of the United States of America to bring this
Resolution against Sri Lanka. It is a preposterous situation. |
say so with all respect. - [Interruption.]
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This is to do with authenticating title deeds and the
use of the Kachcheri system to make decisions on the
spot with regard to competing claims to possession and
ownership. So, they argue that this has to be done
sequentially. Now, no government can make decisions at
the very outset and clearly demarcate, distinguish
between the recommendations that are going to be
implemented and the recommendations that will not be
implemented, because it will depend on the outcomes that
are achieved at every stage of a complex process that
moves forward. It is a rolling, evolving process.
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Hon. Minister, tell us what are the recommendations
that you are accepting and whether they will be
implemented.
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That is not possible-
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That is the crux of this Debate.
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No, it is not. Nowhere in the world, in any situation,
has any government at the very outset said, "Out of 250
recommendations, we are accepting these 120 and not the
others". It has never happened; it has never happened,
because it is not a practical proposition. - [Interruption.]
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Minister does not give way. Hon.
Minister, you carry on.

@G @0 Besovvnwm Onmo

(orenTfl@ SBIT SlewTHTIdS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

0T HOBROB, @i WO®O ©ZNeDB. wOHS O
QIO govsy g 0BIm WOrey B0 FBesy. »HY
330 IRDensT > 05D BorEH Boew Bedmd. dm
Do BBO 02008, B8 Dbmed 8518 eRw® wewxy
WO Bedmd, 88F wwenm @B B wews nH®ede
oI5 Beo. & 00Bw Bwesies? ¢rd »OIFHO e5neds,
CHNDOD) PHRPPO DuOED w.erdRmw BNOD BB
WO BwEoB. RO I BEosImrdae, vy de?

@0 (Ba0aln) 8. &E. BSeS @wma

(rewryflg (Currdiflwi) gf.erev. Fiflav)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

D, N YT NTIeEE 0® 0wlErNdd wmed
B3¢ g5y COOE 2457 avmd 5O, "VIROT 0 gcwdl meg
8 C»0ed odamenm »Ogn O IROTIGed
©BOmsInd 988u wom" Bwees, & ge O eved
BB, "I 050008" BwEr. deon® mOnTm . [Pdo
BBEO] dev® O MW eV WO BBoLH
DB @O 5. OO OB ZROAB, & BwsTes-, [ BBO]

o0 cBdes A8y Ec ®vm
(oreryLfl@ svgagLosir sliflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Oen® »® vwewlnw ecsiesy mwr.

@0 (9008w) 8. OE. BBeS ®nmn

(woreryflg (Currdiflwi) gf.etev. File)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

wwewdow 2O, 052080 dm ecum. VB O
OIS, wdeds @b BHvwwe wiedsm O»
BD0B8e1B0 B O 888 LmsImcwd ©@wx 8D
o & yleds gD BBew smssind BBed &880
@ WO Bedms. SHrBsY VIO emdd, @® GoedeDD
@B, e @B, 0® adRed Hw@bnw KrusIHde
BEoxmImrne, o de Bws) 8¢mH® Onm 0® BRwd FHwo HBOO
BBeds qdmn .. §O@BOJewm »Swd Onox
0008, BBs BEAC ©vwidaduddewny »Sed ® O
5101880 IO Bumd. Im BBed mosIm yodsy
DO o O® Bwo [ BIO] YEowzndid O
OTEROB, Il & B¢ nyFdw.

GownGi®d ©0; OFEROB, Yy Deddxm By en,
Bane 88w EBDDE0 Bwr BwEs. o® 88ed ¢dwEidm -
000 Beds yEmw By e 5O dwd Yos 2O wewr- B
8w ¢dasd. @8 D@ 0 onm. 95I8wied ©@wxy
Be®s’ wided quvd deumD BPewn, god YETD®

@FBOFD 9288w eom wrim. 8 O o ovmo. &
S0 05008, 85E ©@ibe Bowlsmw 683 Dr. Noel
Nadesan &ed gdocws’, dJcE dn®oTnm, mendBEm
s8CBw Bewldmw mc®sY (Rev.) Fr. Xystus Kurukulasuriya
ed qu B Hew. I go &odm Onweni 988w
wog. & 8w e0nedsy emxwedd. & BwE ©¢rNeesI®
yiede oE¥dws e, EBD m»ededd. I Bl a8
BBedTO Hosies? mnw;, & Bw y@iewe gwoddend
B 00m @i ggoidem EB0r meded $OFOD
A0 emnedd. ged JO wd®axidews’ Seds
Do BYen. gomm OB, VO BHdekd® Buexm
®HOD-

Gots2¥00:) @IF S0

(sewevenHTHIGL 2 MILILNeTT Sy6uTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.

oG (Bendn) 8. 8E. 88ed ®wmn

(oreryfl@ (Currdifwir) gf.etev. LFifler)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

D ® Beded® Bwsy DD nOB dos ¢® B8 qw@Bws
Pewo Bum dm. I wdylen gwovem. B8O qwd®Bwen
Beed oy @8 BueE @¢rn® 9m® yued O BE. @®
8BOCe Co vFer- [Pt BBO]

®6 DOED.8.08. esemBos Dvm

(wrenryflg Lileruy.iq.Cmn. GsGsrallysenr)

(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne)

This is very unfair. The Hon. Minister has only two
minutes. He has to reply to all these speeches. Please
allow him to speak.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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What is your point of Order?
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(The Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order. Hon. Minister, you may
wind up now.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

Mr. Presiding Member, that is certainly not a point of
Order - [Interruption.]
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Order, please! - [Interruption.]
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I am not bound to give you the reply that you want. |
will give my own reply. It is my reply, not your reply. |
am giving the reply that | want to give. | am not giving
the reply that you want. - [Interruption.] | said that I will
reply and | will reply on behalf of the Government. -
[Interruption.] Whether you like the reply or not, is not
my business. | am certainly not here to give replies that
you want. So, Mr. Presiding Member, | know that my
time is up. | thank you for your indulgence and | have
done my best to respond to this Motion.
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On behalf of the Hon. Speaker, I would like to take
this opportunity to wish all the Hon. Members and the
entire staff of Parliament, a very happy Sinhala and Tamil
New Year.
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It being 6.30 p.m., MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 08th May, 2012,
pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this Day.
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