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The Parliament met at 1.30 p. m., MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake - Minister of Higher Education)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply

and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS DRAFT STATUTE OF THE
EASTERN PROVINCE
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of Standing
Committee “B”, | present the Report of Standing
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Committee “B” on the Archaeological Remains Draft (Mr. Speaker)
Statute of the Eastern Province. 05 Buom S Swdns Swvmo - 8 .
@0 GuBID eCBwWdBIB Owmo - 58 o>.
“REPORT @ 3. 68 ¢ ewBes Swmo - 5 Bem B >.
Your Committee, having considered the 'Archaeological Remains ©0 (000e3) So®d 88 dvmo - 58 o>,
Draft Statute of the Eastern Province' of the Provincial Council of the
Eastern Province which was referred to the Committee by Parliament 00 §oB Beddp® Suridae - 08 o>.
under Standing Order 46 A (3) (a), unanimously decided not to approve 00 08.05.8. gBwdess® Swm - 8% .
the draft Statute as it is inconsistent with the Constitution because the
subject matter of the draft Statute comes under the Reserved List of the
Ninth Schedule of the Constitution. ©6 e Bed maGyt Dwmo
(omesrLfl@ ameenersiv LITMTS)
Your Committee further decided to inform the Provincial Council of (The Hon. Hunais Farook)
the Eastern Province to consult the Departments of Attorney-General Qserras  suTpTWST  SjeuisGer Qs ragivy 12
and Legal Draftsman when they draft Statutes. Qulsersmi  off), @ubsn 17476 @o  adsen

@0 Lo¥d @endSm @wm

(orevsryLll@ FHCesreiy @ 6mrouTSHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House, | move,

“That the report of the Standing Committee “B” on the
Archaeological Remains Draft Statute of the Eastern Province be
accepted.”
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T BIGSLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena - Minister of Agrarian Services

and Wildlife)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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TEACHER VACANCIES IN SCHOOLS IN SOUTHERN
PROVINCE : APPOINTMENTS
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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@) Cp, srein?

asked the Minister of Education:

(@)

()

©

Will he state-

(i)

(ii)

whether marks have been awarded to
candidates at the interview held in July
2010 as per the results of the competitive
examination held in the year 2007to recruit
graduates to fill teacher wvacancies in
schools coming under the purview of the
Southern Provincial Council, in addition to
the marks obtained by them at the aforesaid
examination ; and

if so, the methodology adopted in this
regard?

Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

whether appointments have been granted by
now to candidates who obtained lower
marks disregarding the candidates who
obtained higher marks at the competitive

examination held in year 2007 ; and
the reasons for granting appointments to the

candidates who obtained lower marks as
mentioned above?

If not, why?

1572

@G 9B B8 D ¢ @885 Onmo ((§AwsD)

Bewdss g@imun®)

(rewryflg srlef afledls allnwwyefl & QFmisr - sval

Ulrg) oepwsair)

(The Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni De Zoysa - Deputy

Minister of Education)
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asked the Minister of Higher Education:

@)

(b)

Will he inform this House-

(i)

of the number of students who sustained
disabilities during the leadership training
given to university students;

(i)  of the details of such disabilities;

(iif)  of the daily timetable of that training;

(iv) whether requests had been made by parents
of those students to take those students, who
fell sick during that training, back to their
homes; and

(v) of the bathing facilities, number of toilets
and other hygienic facilities available in
each military camp reserved for the relevant
training?

If not, why?
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(@) @srCmed, ereir?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(@ s heaware that-

(i) a letter titled “Conducting a study on the

development of water resources in the Kalu
Ganga river basin and finding solutions to
minimize the flood situation in the
Ratnapura and Kalutara Districts” has been
sent to the relevant District Secretaries by
the Secretary to the Ministry of Irrigation
and Water Resources Management;

(i) a request has been made through the
aforesaid letter to educate the relevant
political authority and line institutions at
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the District Agricultural
Committees; and

Development

(iii)  the relevant surveying activities under this
programme have been commenced by now
in Malwala and surrounding areas; and

(iv) a restive situation has arisen among the
residents of the area as they have not been
properly educated on these activities?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the reasons as to why
these matters were not included at least in the
agenda though two sessions of the Ratnapura
District Coordinating Committee have been
summoned after the date on which the above letter
was issued?

() Ifnot, why?
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(@) @esrCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Skills
Development:

(@ Is he aware that the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Vocational Technology is appointed
under the provisions specified in Act, No. 31 of

20087

(b)  Will he state-

(i) the present position of the Vice-
Chancellor’s Office at the University of
Vocational Technology;

(i) the person responsible for permitting
present Vice-Chancellor to irregularly
continue in the office after January 2010;
and

(iii)  the person who takes the responsibility of
the decisions taken in the Board of
Governors and the Academic Body of the
University chaired by the present Vice-
Chancellor ?

() Ifnot, why?
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@) @Cned ersir?

asked the Minister of Civil Aviation:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) as to when the Mattala Airport construction
project was started;

(if)  the labour cost as at the completion of the
construction of Mattala Airport?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) the number of foreign workers and local
workers employed in the Mattala Airport
construction project separately;

(i) the designations given to the foreign
workers by the country or company by
which they were brought to Sri Lanka; and

(iii)  the values of the EPF and ETF paid on
behalf of the workers of the Mattala Airport
project?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Sports:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that-

(D)

(ii)

the post of the Director of the National
Institute of Sports Science, attached to the
Ministry of Sports, has been vacant for
several years; and

action is being taken to appoint a person,
who has gone abroad vacating his post in
the Ministry of Sports, to the aforesaid
post?

Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

of the qualifications relevant to the

aforesaid post;

of the reason for not holding the interviews
despite the fact that applications have been
called for the post of Director of the
National Institute of Sports Science; and

if interviews are conducted to select a
qualified person for the aforesaid post, the
date on which it will be done?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Disaster Management:
(@  Will he state-

(i) whether a plan has been made to construct
a wall on the bank of the Kalu Ganga in the
area that comes under the purview of the
Millaniya Divisional Secretary's, Division
in collaboration with JICA with a view to
controlling floods of the Kalu Ganga;

(i) if not, whether a plan is being made at
present; and

(iii)  the amount of money that has so far been
spent for making that plan?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether the Members of Parliament of the
Government or the Opposition representing
the Kalutara District were consulted prior
to making the aforesaid plan;

(if)  if so, when it was done;

(iif)  whether any other representatives of the
people were consulted;

(iv) if so, when it was done; and

(vi) if not, the reasons for planning the above
project without consulting representatives
of the people?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) whether a formal study about the impact
that will be caused to the environment of
the Kalutara district as a result of the above
project, has been conducted;

(if) if so, the persons who conducted that study;
and

(iii) whether a copy of the report of the
aforesaid study will be tabled in
Parliament?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he state-

(i) the Government institution that monitors
financial activities and regulations in the
country; and

(i) as to when the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
was brought into existence?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the reason for bankruptcies of finance
companies that have gone bankrupt from
2005 to date; and

(if)  the actions being taken by the Supervising
Unit of Central Bank whilst the aforesaid
finance companies have been badly run?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) the total money in default by cash finance
companies;

(if)  the number of depositors, who were paid,;
(iii)  the amount paid to them; and

(iv) the name of the Governor of the Central
Bank during the aforesaid period?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of

International Monetary Co-operation )
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Minister, give me the Answer for (a) (ii)?
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@0 (§08i) 830 @8 ermn® s
(orabrfle sTElS) F1é S)WaIsio)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
(i) 1950 geaden 280 85 § comn @ Dremd
e oeme oy 8.

Then, the Answer for b (i) - this is what you are
interested in - is as follows:

(a) 1O & ;o O Iwed Bwr 88Ss CP v
&8 B s gunmwz 2005 80 e® ¢l

Dm0 NIDBEO 5D BB

(i) o> eE.
Then, what more do you want to know?

®F; 8 WS €W B0

(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Answer for (c) (i) - the total money in default by
cash finance companies.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
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(i) o> e»E.
(i) o> eBE.

(iv) You maybe interested in knowing the
answer. The name is Ajith Nivard Cabraal.

(7)) o eved.

®5; 08 WCea25062% Wm0

(orerLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWsS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Now that you told me the name of the person, | have
some Supplementary Questions to ask. Hon. Minister,
thank you very much for sharing your knowledge and
answering the Question. You stated that there are no
companies that have gone bankrupt. But, that is rather
strange because companies such as The Finance
Company (Pvt.) Limited and others went bankrupt. It is
not that they went bankrupt but they were made to go
bankrupt. As a result, you have expropriated the assets in
those companies such as the Fingara, the tower near the
Temple Trees et cetera. But, none of the depositors - all
those who have deposited monies in those companies -
has got a single cent yet. So, what happened to those
assets? How has the money been utilized? Already, even
the ownerships of those companies have gone to some
other people. The Chairman of the Export Development
Board took 50 per cent of shares of a Ceylinco company.
He was faulted by the Supreme Court for that. Where
have the monies gone from these companies? To whom
has it been paid? And, you are saying that not a single
company has gone bankrupt.

@67 (pD8w) o 48 emo® Swvm

(wrebrflg sOTEIS Fb Sj1peisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

What is stated here is the position with regard to those
companies registered with the Central Bank.

®F; 08 WG @a25062% Wm0

(orerLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Finance Company (Pvt.) Limited is a registered
company. Are you telling me that it is not?

@67 (pD8w) o 48 emo® Swvm

(wrebrflg sOTEIS SIS Sjupeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

We are clearly told by the Answer that no financial
institution registered with the Central Bank of Sri Lanka
has gone bankrupt from 2005 up to the present.

®©5; 68 WS @50B2% Wm0

(oresrfl@ rafl & HenrTHTIWwss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
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(oreryLfl@ rall &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Then, my second Supplementary Question is this.
Hon. Minister, you know that Mr. Nivard Cabraal came
before the Committee on Public Enterprises on the 18th of
December, 2006 and assured us that not a single finance
company would go bankrupt owing to the fact that we, as
the COPE, asked certain questions, fortifying the
depositors' confidence. But, even after one year, the
Governor of the Central Bank did not comply with what
he told us. Whether those companies, as you say, are
registered or not - | do not understand how they have been
taken out of this registration process - what is the action
being taken on the supervisory section of the Central
Bank? As you had been Minister of Finance, you know
about it.

The other question that could be added on to this is, as
the Central Bank does foreign exchange management et
cetera, on instructions of the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa,
have the US Dollar and the Indian Rupee been taken out
of circulation now?

@G (§D8w) 30 88eRO® Ovmn

(1oreir il sTHIS FTd S)apepisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Let me answer that. Hon. Member, you know this
very well. You are asking about the liability. There are
two matters. It is very clear that the Government cannot
take up the liability of any company that is in distress.
We try to help. The financial authority which is mandated
by its charter, the Central Bank, will try to resurrect the
situation. Not only here, you know that it is the same with
the Federal Reserve also. You know what happened in
America in recent times. They had to intervene to try to
sort that situation. But, that does not mean that they take
the full liability. No authority in Sri Lanka can function if
they take the liability for every single financial
institution. The other day, you raised a question here
about the Grameen Bank, the rural level bank, asking
why it is not called a bank and so on. So, there is a
question of liability. There are certain institutions for
which the Central Bank can accept liability. Then, there
are other institutions also. As you very well know, many
of our depositors do not read the fine print when they
deposit money. Sometimes, there are other needs because
there maybe other structural factors. They may prefer to
get more money with a higher interest through those
deposits and so on. But, the crux of the matter is that the
Central Bank cannot accept liability for any of those
institutions. We can punish and do all those things to the
people who have maladministered those organizations.

®©5; 68 WS e50B2% Wm0

(oresrfl@ rafl & HenrTHTWwss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Including those public officials who are running
amok. Is that not so?

I will ask my third Supplementary Question. |
understand, Hon. Minister, that you have a bad brief to
defend, but you did it to the best of your ability.

@6 (028w) 0 8@ wmO® Swvmn

(1oreTfl@ SOTHIS FTd S)apepidHiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, no. You always say that. That is not so at all. | am
explaining a situation which is very well known to
anybody.

®C; 08 G €925¥032 ™0
(oressrLll@ Tall & HeTTHTIdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I understand. You did it to the best of your ability.

@06 (o8w) 30 38 eRmO® v

(wrenrflg serplgl Fr5 )epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

And you are choosing to cover that. You are
expecting the Government to take the liability of all those
institutions, which is never done.
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(omevsryLil@ Tall & HETTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, a government is there to shield people
from that type of things.

My third Supplementary Question is this. The Central
Bank gets money as loans at half per cent interest from
Norwegian banks, Euro banks et cetera targeting certain
portfolios saying they would like to help poverty
alleviation, agriculture and so on. All this money comes
to the Central Bank and normally it is channelled, you
know, through the commercial banks of this country. This
Central Bank and this Governor have decided to stop this
pyramid investigation. He uses those monies to give to
the non-commercial banks such as -

@0 (8w) 830 88 enn® unmo

(wrew i@ srplg 15 o)cpeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Those are your opinions, which are not based on this
Question.
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(oreryfl@ rafl &@HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I am posing that question on behalf of the monitoring
institution in this country because the banks told me -

@0 (§028i) 80 88 wH® Swmn
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

I can answer the non-personal side of your question.

®5; 68 WS E5NW2 w0

(orenryLfl@ rafl & HenTTHTWdS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The question is: the companies that are involved in
the PFI, the commercial banks, do not get this half per
cent loan. They give it to companies such as Taprobane
Investments and LOLC because of the connections
between the Governor and the people like Ajith
Devasurendras'. As a result, these commercial banks are
giving loans at 10 - 11 per cent to innocent people
instead of half per cent interest. Please ensure that this
type of misuse is rectified.

@0 (§028i) 80 88 wH® Swmn

(1oresrifl@ SOTHIH FTE S)epeidHiv)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

You may not be aware but | would like to clarify the
situation. Until recently, all governments, including your
government negotiated with the lending agencies and
accepted those loans and then for specific purposes like
housing and maybe for various other purposes, they
were diverted or made operational through various banks.
In the process, it maybe a good thing or a bad thing, as an

administrative cost they also added on as you know. But,
now, we have taken a step by asking those banks to
directly negotiate with the lending agencies. Earlier, there
were problems of foreign exchange controls -
[Interruption.] No, now, they are allowed. That was in
the past. -[Interruption.] Take my word. They can
negotiate with foreign lending agencies.

®©5; 68 WS 50632 Wm0
(oresrfl@ rafl & HenTTHTIWwss)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
This is the -

DOBNBD RS0

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Let me finally explain this. In the past, it was the
Government that took the responsibility and the lending
also was done on the understanding that these were issues
made to the Government. That is why the German Banks
like the KfW, the Japanese Banks and so on released
money to us. | am telling you the position. Then, the
Government, because it was not in a position to directly
lend to farmers, householders, school students and so on,
mediated through the banking system. Now, we have
done something more. We have now asked the banks, if
necessary, to expand their capital by direct borrowing.
So, this is the situation. In the past, Hon. Member, all the
Finance Ministers negotiated these issues and lent the
money.

DAIBNBDRO

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTsHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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RESOLUTION ON SRI LANKA BY HUMAN RIGHTS

COUNCIL IN GENEVA : STATEMENT
BY ACTING MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
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(The Hon. DEW Gunasekara - Minister of Human Resources

and Acting Minister of External Affairs)

Mr. Speaker, thank you very much for giving me this
opportunity to make a Statement on behalf of the
Government relating to the Resolution on Sri Lanka that
was adopted at the 19" Session of the Human Rights
Council in Geneva.

Mr. Speaker, the priorities and principal aims set forth
by the Government of His Excellency the President
Mahinda Rajapaksa for the country and her people, for
the new era that has dawned since the end of the thirty-
year long brutal terrorist conflict have been very clearly
and sincerely expressed to this august House, in
particular, in December last year, when we presented the
outcome of the domestic mechanism for reconciliation -
the LLRC Report. It is with deep satisfaction that we
witness today, within a short span of less than three years,
that our considered efforts to bring the peace dividends to
the grass-roots and in re-establishing the livelihood and
normalcy in the conflict-affected areas have begun to bear
fruit. It is this sense of practical reality that motivates us
to do what is right for the country and our people amidst
outside interferences, unfair and undue pressures exerted
by some countries.

Mr. Speaker, as a responsible partner and a founding
member of the Human Rights Council that has
contributed to the institutional building mechanism of the
Council during its formative years, Sri Lanka, while
making clear and definite steps towards peace,
development and reconciliation, made conceivable efforts
to engage with the rest of the world, especially through
the Human Rights Council, to brief and apprise those who
have expressed concerns on the Sri Lankan situation. We
have extended an invitation to the High Commissioner for
Human Rights to visit Sri Lanka and to see the
developments for herself.

However, Mr. Speaker, the decision of the Council
taken yesterday on Sri Lanka provides the credence to the
fact that even genuine efforts by the Government are not

recognized. The same countries that approved action,
urging Sri Lanka to implement the LLRC
recommendations were among those that relentlessly
criticized the LLRC when the Government commissioned
it. Analyzing the range of opinions expressed
internationally on the LLRC Report, it was evident that
some consider that it has gone further than envisaged, as
expected, and others regret that it has not gone far
enough.

Mr. Speaker, the Council, by its action, has countered
the cardinal principle of international law that domestic
remedies must be exhausted and should be the first resort,
prior to invoking intervention by external mechanisms.
Moreover, it sets a negative precedent, for any country
that thinks that might is right, to reopen any of the
previous decisions of the Council for collateral purposes.
Mr. Speaker, pre-judging the efforts of a sovereign and
independent Member State of the International
Community by way of such action will, wittingly or
unwittingly subscribe to the efforts and the agenda of the
terrorist rump to derail the delicate peace and
reconciliation efforts in the country.

Mr. Speaker, irrespective of the decision that
emanated from Geneva, what is crystal clear is that, we
will not let this country roll back to the era of terrorism
that devastated the entire country eluding it from
harnessing the fullest benefit from its natural strengths,
and in particular, the unique calibre of its human
resources. By defeating terrorism, we have now protected
the right to life for every person - one of the foremost
human rights for any living being. The people of this
country representing all walks of life, irrespective of
caste, creed and ethnicity, who rallied to express their
protest and dismay on the unwarranted action by the
Council amply demonstrate their will to stand by the
country and its democratically-elected Government, to
defend their right to freedom from terrorism. The
challenge in front of us today is expediting our action in
consolidation of this hard-gained peace in achieving
peace that is stable and sustainable. It is in this spirit that
the Government has genuinely embarked upon a
reconciliation process addressing issues related to
economic development, rehabilitation and resettlement,
livelihood development as well as redressing the agony
and sufferings of people who lost their loved ones due to
terrorism.

We are not surprised, Mr. Speaker, by the move of
certain Member States, for their action yesterday, against
Sri Lanka in the 19" Session of the UN Human Rights
Council. When Sri Lanka made headway in ending
terrorism in May 2009, we were confronted with similar
efforts taken by the same forces to cease the humanitarian
operation in order to give a fresh lease of life to the
terrorists. | must reiterate that we have always been open
to constructive engagement but will not cave in to
unreasonable demands. It is in this context, that we
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sincerely appreciate our friends who understood Sri
Lanka’s position and stood by us at the time of need. We
thank them profoundly and sincerely.

Mr. Speaker, we are mindful of certain domestic
compulsions that forced some of our neighbours and
traditional friends to act in the way they did. However,
such reactions will not in any way strain our long-
established relations with them. The action taken by the
Council will not prevent us in continuing our relations
and engagement with countries, even with those who
could not support us. As we have done in the past,
especially in trying times of our nation, we will open our
doors for assistance as and when we feel it is essential and
when a situation is beyond our capacity to handle alone.
We will not, under any circumstances, allow others to
impose on us their advice or solutions. This is what the
international community has precisely agreed to adhere
to, when they established the Human Rights Council in
2006. That is, to respect the consent of the country
concerned and to consult it when providing technical
assistance and advice.

Mr. Speaker, it is a matter of great satisfaction to us
that 15 countries voted with Sri Lanka despite the
intensity of pressure exerted on all of them in a variety of
forms. Eight countries, by abstaining, declined to support
the Resolution.

With 15 countries voting with Sri Lanka and eight
countries abstaining, the final result was that 23 countries
out of a total of 47 members of the Human Rights Council
did not support the Resolution while 24 supported it. The
margin was so narrow as this. All in all, 23 Member
States refused to say, "Yes" to the Resolution.

Mr. Speaker, the most distressing feature of this
experience is the obvious reality that voting at the Human
Rights Council is now determined not by the merits of a
particular issue or value of arguments but by strategic
alliances and domestic political issues in other countries,
which have nothing to do with the subject matter of a
Resolution or the best interests of the country to which
the Resolution relates. This is a cynical negation of the
purposes for which the Human Rights Council was
established in 2006.

Many countries which voted with Sri Lanka were
acutely conscious of the danger of setting a precedent
which enables ad hoc intervention by powerful countries
in the internal affairs of other sovereign nations.

This is a highly selective and arbitrary process not
governed by objective norms, objective realities or
criteria of any kind. The implications of this were not lost
on many countries.

As far as Sri Lanka is concerned, our policy in respect
of all matters will continue to be guided by the vital

interests and well-being of the people of our country. It
hardly requires emphasis that this cannot yield place to
any other consideration.

Mr. Speaker, just as we were determined to free the
country from the clutches of terrorism, we will take all
feasible action within the practically possible time, given
the nature and the complexity of issues at hand. One
could no doubt agree that it is the Government of Sri
Lanka, which is best placed in evolving a home-grown
solution acceptable to all the citizens of this country. We
will therefore not entertain alien quick fixes. We have
witnessed elsewhere in contemporary humanitarian
emergencies, how such attempts have led to invariable
failures and further chaos.

Mr. Speaker, it is therefore the time to rise up above
all differences, political affiliations, and ethnic or
religious alliances. It is up to us, all Hon. Members of this
august Assembly, to decide as legislators and firstly, as
citizens who love this country to seize this opportunity,
indeed the historic opportunity, afforded to us to work
with a sense of togetherness, towards a new Sri Lanka
which can be the "Wonder of Asia".

Thank you.
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Adjourned accordingly at 2.46 p.m. until 9.30 a. m. on Friday,
30th March, 2012 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of this Day.
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