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The Parliament met at 9.30 a. m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE
HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] in the Chair.
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CONSTRUCTION OF DUWATTA BRIDGE ON ELPITIYA-
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asked the Minister of Ports and Highways:

(@ Is he aware that the Duwatta bridge constructed on
the Elpitiya-Pitigala main road in the Galle
District has faced with the risk of getting caved in
seriously before two months have elapsed since
the work of the bridge was completed?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -
(i) the estimated sum;

(i) the name of the institution which invested
money; and

(iii) the name of the donor country and the
amount of money donated, if foreign aid
was received;

for the construction of the aforesaid bridge?
(c)  Will he state -

(i) whether tenders were called for the
aforesaid construction work;

(i)  if so, the institutions which offered tenders
and the bids made by them, separately;
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(iii)  the name of the institution which undertook
the construction work of the aforesaid
bridge; and

(iv) the basis on which the aforesaid institution
was assigned the construction work?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(@  Will he state-

(i) the present annual production of natural
rubber; and
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(i) the present annual latex yield of rubber
plantation in Sri Lanka?

(b)  Will he also state-

(

(i) the market share of Sri Lanka in global
natural rubber market;

)  the global production of natural rubber;

(iii)  the names of the other countries producing
natural rubber; and

(iv) the vyield per hectare and total annual
production of rubber in those countries
separately?

(c)  Will he inform-

(i) whether any action has been taken to
reschedule the local rubber -cultivation
aiming a high yield; and

(i)  the quantity of natural rubber expected to be
produced in Sri Lanka for the years 2017,
2022, 2027 and 2030 respectively?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Plantation
Industries)
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productivity has increased. The other matter 1 would like to
place before you is that we have now started going into non-
traditional areas.
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99 Bedm. What is more important is that we did soil
testing and adaptive trials for one year and we have now
established that rubber can be grown in most parts of
Vavuniya and in some parts of Kilinochchi and
Mullaitivu. There is a huge demand for natural rubber.
Seventy per cent of our rubber production is purchased
for the value-added industry, which brings in a huge
amount of foreign exchange earnings. Now, the demand
is such that we are not able to satisfy with the
commensurate increase in production. This is why we are
expanding into new areas and in another three or four
years’ time, | think we would be able to produce
sufficiently to satisfy the new increasing demand of the
value-added industry.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

My second question, Sir, is this; Hon. Minister, you
said that value-addition is the most important criteria and
it certainly is the case. But, Ansell Lanka (Pvt.) Limited,
which is one of the biggest companies that use natural
rubber and centrifuged rubber, does not buy it from Sri
Lanka. | saw that you had expanded into new areas like
Moneragala, Vanni, Kilinochchi and so on. I would
greatly appreciate if you could also look at intercropping
because that is the only way to maximize on the labour
problem that you are having. At the moment, you are
having a major labour problem with regard to tea and
rubber. Instead of giving 24 or 25 days of work, they are
giving only 17 to 18 days work.
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Competitiveness is not there. So, please ensure that
you bring in productivity, efficiency and also
competitiveness  through  the  introduction  of
intercropping.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, actually Ansell Lanka (Pvt.)
Limited does purchase quite a significant amount from
smallholders.
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(omevsrLil@ Tall & [HETTHTWSE)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
But, centrifuged rubber is not bought.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
No. Itis being -
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(orenryLfl@ rafl & HenTTHTWdS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Our quality is not good enough.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

They have in fact set up several factories. Even the
RPCs have set up several factories which produce
centrifuged rubber which, of course, is used by Ansell
Lanka (Pvt.) Limited and other companies to manufacture
surgical gloves and other value-added products. As | told
you earlier, there is a 70 per cent demand from the value-
added industries. At the moment, we are not able to
satisfy the total demand because some of it is imported.
So, what we are trying to do is to go into these new non-
traditional areas and increase rubber production, so that
we can save the foreign exchange component which is
being used for import of some of the needs. Only a small
amount of the need, at the moment, is bought by these
value-added industries.

The other thing that we are trying to do, Hon.
Member, - | am sure you will endorse it - is this. We have
started introducing rainguards in order to increase
productivity. &8 ©:8 @0ces 2808 wmowln 0wl g
o5 BedHOn.

If you take traditional rubber-producing areas like my
district, Kalutara, for example, because of the heavy
rainfall and the changing climatic conditions, tapping
days are fast decreasing. That is why we have gone into
areas like Moneragala, Padiyatalawa, Maha-oya,
Polonnaruwa and even areas in the North, so that we can
get more tapping days. Also, the other thing that we are
trying to do is to propagate the use of rainguards.
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Home Affairs:

(@  Will he state-

(i) the number of advisers who serve in the
Ministry of Public Administration and
Home Affairs at present;

(if)  their names, educational qualifications and
responsibilities;
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(i)  the salaries and allowances paid to them;
and

(iv) the total of all the allowances paid during
the previous month?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the names of the advisers to whom
official vehicles have been provided, the
number of official vehicles provided and
the details of those vehicles; and

(if) separately of the fuel allowance provided to
each adviser, if they are provided with a
fuel allowance?

()  Will he state-

(i) the names of the advisers to whom
telephone facilities have been provided by
now if telephone facilities are provided to
them; and

(if) separately of the amount of the telephone
allowance paid to each adviser, if they are
paid a telephone allowance?

(d) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Wijaya Dahanayake - Deputy Minister of Public
Administration and Home Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning: 1R 57 —
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(@  Will he inform this House- . i = By 5
(i) the number of members islandwide who AR T S o
receive farmers’ pension; oo ul " adas . o e ok
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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(The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadde - Minister of Child

Development and Women’s Affairs)
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Home Affairs :

(@  Will he state -

(i) the measures taken to improve the quality
of Public Service during the period from
year 2006 up to now;

(if) the relief received by the Public servants
and the people through those measures;

(iii)  the manner in which action has been taken
to increase the number of Public servants,
within the last 5 years;

(iv) the measures expected to be taken in future
to make the Public Service an efficient
service; and

(v) the relief that would be granted to public
servants through those measures?

(o)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Wijaya Dahanayake)
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