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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m., MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(F)  3)et1@mev, 7651?

asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(@ s heaware that-

(i) measuring was carried out twelve times to
provide electricity to Jambugahavila village
of Urala North Grama Niladhari Division in
Nagoda Divisional Secretary's Division of
Galle District ; and

(i)  electricity has not been provided up to now?
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(b)  Will he state-

(i) the reasons for not providing electricity to
Jambugahavila, even though several years
have elapsed since carrying out measuring
on a number of occasions ; and

(if) whether measures will be taken to provide
electricity by removing any obstacles that
prevent the provision of electricity, if there
are any?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether provisions have already been
allocated for that electricity scheme ;

(if)  if so, of the amount allocated ; and

(iii) if electricity will be provided through that
scheme, the date on which it will be done?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power
and Energy)

O ®OINBDHROB, OO y@EH 6O BERSC e®eldi.

(@ @ 000 yodnwd BgBw @ 8O wewr egegid
D00 O® WO B¢ WS ©NOD. oz
BeEAC OedEed Dabmd 88 2008 Desedl,
2010 ©e3082 02 2011 Desed ©12:0® ®O@n 8¢
W0 . O O I @ddede nOE ecs’
B @m0 »E @ OO ewddnmn 9E8uny
O @B gm0, i3 & wewo YAEH 9 354
ey B¢B dwist @8e 0 yorew acensy
e 00 gm. 2010 8sede 288 83ed. &
o & @S dwsy @de Becd 88 1.74
©w g8) w0 duy @8 Becd 308 e¢mns
GEREDBI VEBN OOB GB.

(i) a¢ 8 O em BBw C & @@ .

Y1 yBemdE ©OE 9 y8Ied HOE
@®wd ovn & g».

(i) @o.

“BecY o cmen ey Dxosade wden
@0 goidaS 08 BgBuwm - 8 wewo YyBscnm
2@ 8 a.

(i) oBweE 8,836,810.008. & gmD o syc=
e D16 O §ee Gi8u 2,52,0002 005y0s.
©0@mysews’ GiBWE Cte 20 D ¢ledsy
O O Jor »OB8 BT gdws’ WOBIB
Beco g8 Bw Bedwles’. 58y @ dm»
sPemO 8¢Bw &® wewr Gi8wE 2,52,0002F
O @O0

(i) B¢Bwxd oewddzn BOed duwd ©odn
2011.09.22 &» ssemen 6 B and, o8 10
d012Y @80wd GOB0D DN vl emesy
R0 BB »EHSsY 8¢ Pewsy 2011.12.30
250 eus Buc® 9 A3 »mOwn B BZ©D

QCB® WO . @53 gy SO BHBLO BB
wueyy Ced. 9® al ©id DB @dvw
Becd®8 1.78 adeosy el eOmdn. &
e 8w @) ©E EEST @@ BwWEo
BEWE MO Beadmydr. Jo 9O yloEwsy
885308 b WS onim B OO0
OB ®0 oDy »® & HO®BHO ®
20 28 10 BB @dved Beam & ad 9oy
wegysy 2011.1230 00 om0 & m»Oun
¢0e5T OB YOOI, a8 wid bned mH®
y@m@ oo 8 wews g8 ABC cable @8
0008 Wmortesy. & Bwo wef Ayens O
DO

(7)) o eved.

D0 B 8BS Owm

(1omevorL)1fl@ LSSHl% Liglyem)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

B0 DDA, Pod sveB and ydme. O
PO BgBw 28® wewn ¢g Darowsy §B8weE 2,52,000:
80 1w DD BB ©0 HOBR® wews’ medr. &
Ded® ©dDED ym dwl @ T ©Ovd
8eOCWsI0 nOed BOwd B8 dCw O HO® ESH
QBB 2.

EOWOBY wEW BHO BOIBTWH MERD E0E Drewss
e0dsIn YOOt AL a8 cu¥md. & 8B8wd ICO dmr WIS,
»Oed enccd BtBu 05Im wm Dwuc® eedxIm @
B8Eede 0wl den® myEm® el Drnewsy evdr D&
Bodew owd wumd omBwr wderw enesd S¢Bwe
oI gods O BEedew owimm  wBwds
Beadmdag?

®F 28 DO8Bm Cendm DvmN

(orenryflg url_Lefl #ibiils renTeudss)

(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka)

®0 OTEROB, 190 ewieEr Bedm . 8¢8 Jecsy a8
O 8880 »B ylocemo a8 Gi8wsE 30,000 escxs
s, BHCE WO OB owmm 9uimd »® ged
OeEced BwueBsY BgBw A e¢mo.

@G B vBen Owm

(1oredorL1fl@ LSHle Liglyew)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O ®ONEDROB, Oed @cdn gnd; YEmw ®ri.
20 OB e B¢Bw mIwcd BEACO o® ¢dude
BoS BHS @1 Dolimm 8¢ D50, 0@ BeBw mewogdns
e AN 2@r1msns Be® owd aBwe® GamceBsy
-Bwe® BwusIenss 200z 2E6d Bns Bie 6506008 dewn®
D18 BEedew BuEy owd @50Bwkr DO5ID) D(E00e0@Sn )
D5YD¢ BwEo OO gnmdo.

®F 208 DB Cendm DvmN

(orenTyflg url_Lefl #ibiils renTeudss)

(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka)

©0T OTEROB, anO® aud A8m 2o e®Jud® 018
BBwmcd Eraeed mwr. 2o 500 vded al)® Bd»
2o 0®In® D8 Dlm Peoead e®D08. & Died® Swixy v
0®Jn® 85 »HOO Cgeed ¥ Y BgBw WD
8Ede ydmwm myw, g8 BgBw wswmn. 8 omtdm
98500057 ScBw BB ETNEWHE BN EBNEWGZS
@m0ed WO WS 81BN Scw Ao erndy s
BeBw wuwsIm ¢ god B¢EAC vdRBw aBOS.



793 208Be®sInd 794

@0 Q8= vBden Ovmn

(1omedoTL |18 Lg% Liglyew)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

BCw B erxndgeas BiEar wuwsIn aBos.

DOBNBDR B

(FUTBTWST B)6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

& ydmw 8EQTO ace vyt

@0 8= vBden Onm

(wrehr i@ Lsgle Lgren)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

E® a8 05 AW e¢wl 057, OO WOIBNEDROS,
b0d 0® 88e@xTnedr BeBw gedder Hev Buwl ©®
m arned.

®od nldn 9o YE» @ 0®wB. g ® LG 8¢8ac
OHNE PO B¢ wom ecwn ©®. nOed ewed
CBO 800w & O & ®> HBME »eI® & o> D®
Bows @®mC @ GG oOn Hed osded, SO8
DR BgBw D ec® Omn B 8ewiBmesiO
eddeon OCE WODD. Dmd, MBS, @dfnen SdRded
u®wr ©Bewd8m glBwds, & ed® BeEac
OHVCHOW ev® BrOW «dE Bedmd. gB-w®
Opduewrd BBeEHO ey, daddced Oddes owd
DICQRT o¥n Bwr end mE Bwd Bwo ownd dPsTed D&
800w a@ICs Yen® Em BendBmwr 8O ©00m e®@OiB
BEBsY 80TVewsy AIROT &180s 0D Bwo @86
©BI5Y00¢?

®©G 08 OB®8Bm b Dm0

(oreryfl@ url Lefl #biils reuTeudss)

(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka)

dod o8B e Beadmd, ©0 O5IFn0B. E-med
8eBw @de 918008 O B¢Bw wBw Bwwd 23w ed
o @m0 BAYeed. yFHO® ged ede »Ee® wo
w@oe e »Bw duw gFerw ¢l Bedm ©vldBe amd
Bwwd 98. Jod eFo® Bwwd 145 ©0e daE yromws
eedsy BgBw ot DOB. ¢ e 0®@m Bwwd 130 af)
0 Bedmrds. vy Be ®E DDHD nE e BwdJd
goeon gu g 0@m Bwwd 13 ¢Fd @8 »0 Beand.
DG wONS BBOE »OON 0® o¥vrecs’ SgBe G Be®
30O Bedm. ¢oHiaan 136 B evwnBJ sgres
200 0® nFFOw Bwwd 23T ed® Sme Yy igmwm
Beadms. & B qu0 & Budd oxIm 005, 5005 g0
euemdn, JeBews’ Bwwd 4m o0& yYhomexw I
EZNEOD eNeeH ¢B8® mdews’ erIsn PO. Im Jed
5B pESmewsy i8eE Bws 6 8O eOmDI. Bwwd
4 BeBw 0¥0edsl omymdie Bwsies Db8m0 i8eE
SEwm 68 g0 B eOmD Bwem w8, & Bwsleny
0®add w00 6815 yrmed. SO 98 e¢Im §d
A & Ben as gBD8sewsI® D¢ BO00ED ¥ BB
O R0 BHoFOm eDmD. W B 8€ D Be® SO
BeBAC OHENEed v DB el WO Beamdr 5O
RN BOARD Buwy ¢wydsy-

@6 ddm vhdem Pvm
(wrehrfl@ Lsgls Lglre)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
B8€ OB e e CBCEE.

®F 208 DO8Bm Cendm DvmN

(orenryflg url_Lefl Fibiils renTeudss)

(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka)

0B CREOT @0 WS Beamds »® In»
20 51@&wB Wom yodsy. s & o SSvenexs’
sOFOm. O gD Y &y cwewdBmm e &
8¢ uifvemn 101F0e® DB Beadnmd.

@6 3ddm sBces Ovmo

(wrehrfl@ Lsge L)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

g B8Boed Boum @ n®0 dDmD. & o oW
DD

CPR® 83:-050 OwsaBe | @O5T mE e

2 wrur SlealmdSls &HSSILLLD © BlFl esHibd®
UMA OYA DEVELOPMENT PROJECT : MONEY ALLOCATED

1420/°11
4. ©07 ¢80 dwedms Bwmm
(oreryfl@ swrdp wGesr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
20880 ¥ “EuOBY BmELWOTH LBV DICOBY

a1 ydmae - (1) :

() () @ 008 DxowaBs Hwsldm BB
Cw §E1 yBses 5w O CABIEY v

0w WO, Do §EB Yo

wdenle;
(i) ©® OxomaBle wews § oo CBw edsy WJ
@B Yo eman®end;
@YD) O e sY WOemEe?

() O©® DowaBwed g 880 @ OB® Dolmd w®
O1osal D800 @ O WD @28un
®OTmBE?

(@) () ©® DxomaBled @2 BB WOwn BeodBw
D 00n Ca & Bede;

(i) oo O, OO Gmwnmed DO &Y goHe OO
»oedc;

@535y D@ eO® 6D ¢BIOBTeBIB?
(@) @

o0® D1BwBO gdms §EB YA BEw
Ctses BBBY @Bwor) 080D DO WY

S 5IH0 YR 408ecEO 9CE® 988w WS

Baeie;
(i) ovw» gwnsy B85 @R OsosaBwd e
G 88 yBFeds won Cieeds;
(i) Sem®, IO oy mdade;
@535y D@ wewsy mosTemnde?

(@) ov0deEdmnd, &onie?

Brlurger, [Bieusr (psredwdbgiel epFFamrds Gal L
aflesrm:

(@) )  ewvrgur oilalnssls soSACLSms Sipsd
u@SgupsTET  BlF  apuT@hsst  CQubHmIs
QamsireriiL(heug), SLeT 2 said S L ggler

FLpT VeV Bl yeflliLiledT K1pm 6T6dTLIEN HuLD;



795

(i) Cupuly SBHSHL L 5515@ B)VBINS HTSFTHIGLD
PEHIGSNETOT  LIGRTS6ISTENd:  6T6UUOTEY  6T6ITL
WSU|LD;

Sjeuir GOILLNHeurymr?

(=) Cupuy SHSHL L SHGETOT HHOTLOD WHNTLH
PG HDWU|ID, HHSSHL L YDPlEensen )b Heui
@)Fgemuiufley Fwiliiimryr?

(@) () Guouy sEHSSI L GHler Bliromesiliiyls Lissflassr

Qeuallpm_ B BlmieussTQureTPl_1d ewgswetldsal

LI (D6 ITET6IToUT 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

(i) osueurpruiesr, PSS BmieusTSlesr GuUWwIT
wpmid o _fSHTest BTH WTG TETLIENSU|LD

Ui @)dFFewLid@ SMlalliiuimyr?

(@) () Gupuyg a5 1L 55i1565 Comeuurer B
TOUTHHEHESHTS — YTFTHRIGSS T 9l
lalhsd) aumiAs@GD, FreuGss  BHreww
BEwssise  Carllsenssst  Fwiliissl
UL_Iq (BBSST 6TETLIENSHU|LD;

(i) Gupuy BlmeusThissT o WTEWT SHBHSSL_LS
SI5G BB upBIGaunS  BlrTaflsseTeur
6TEITLIENS IU|1D;

(i) jueuTrDTUNGT HBMHSHTET HTTENIBIGHET WITED6EU
6TEITLIEN G| LD
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(20) @erCmev, eyer?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

Management:

(@  Will he state-

(i) whether financial allocations for the
implementation of the Uma Oya
Development Project are obtained under a
loan or a grant; and

(i)  the amount set apart by the Government of
Sri Lanka for that Project?

@ii) Will he submit this House the
Environmental Assessment Report and the
project report of this Project?

(o)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether a foreign institution has been
entrusted with the construction activities of
this Project; and

(i) if so, the names of that institution and the
relevant country?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) whether requests had been made to the
Asian  Development Bank and the
International Monetary Fund by the
Government of Sri Lanka to seek funds for
this Project;
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(i) whether the aforesaid institutions turned
down the requests to provide funds for the
Uma Oya Development Project; and

(iii)  if so, the reasons for that?
(d) Ifnot, why?
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Total estimated cost is US Dollars 52,959,198.
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

(@ Is he aware that the Fisheries Community Hall at
Eraminiyaya Track 15 in Angunakolapelassa
Divisional Secretary's Division in Hambantota
District has not been opened for the fishing
community up to now, even though a period of
over two years has lapsed since the completion of
its construction?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) the amount spent on the construction of that
Fisheries Community Hall;

(i) the date on which construction was
commenced and the due date for the
completion of construction;

(iii) the reasons for not commissioning that
building to the public up to now ;

(iv) whether measures will be taken to
commission it to the public speedily ; and

(v) if so, the date on which it will be done?
() Ifnot, why?

@0 (eedes) Gidn etfmndsmn Pwm (806 wo “EH
8@un 830505 gIms®)

(wreryllg  weaugdw sewrplyl rrTdls CrerTrSer - SLMH
Qmrflsv, Brs suarcpsuniger olallhdbs) ojewLodai)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Fisheries and
Agquatic Resources Development)
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asked the Minister of Petroleum Industries:
(@  Will he state for years 2010 and 2011 separately-

(i)

(i)

(iii)

the total cost for renting or leasing of
buildings which are not owned by the
Ministry of Petroleum Industries;

the rate per square feet of rented or leased
buildings; and

the leasing period of the buildings?

(b)  Will he also state in relation to the Ministry

of Petroleum

Industries for aforesaid years

separately-

(i)

(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(V)

(vi)

the total money spent on hiring or leasing
of vehicles which do not belong to any of
the Ministry-related entities;

the total number of vehicles owned;

the other outsourced services;

the cost incurred in outsourced services
mentioned,;

the number of people who have been
contracted on outsourced basis; and

the total staff strength?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

the total extent of land sold or leased to
foreigners or foreign companies from the
year 2005 up to now;

the names and countries of those who
obtained the aforesaid lands;

separately of the extent of land acquired by
each person, the basis on which the lands
were acquired (whether leased or freehold
purchases) and the addresses pertaining to
each block of land;

separately of the period of lease pertaining
to each land, if lands have been acquired on
the lease basis; and

the selling price of a perch in each block of

land sold on freehold basis and the market
value of a perch at the time of sale?

(b)  Will he state the reasons that led to the sale or
leasing of the above - mentioned lands?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(@ s he aware that-

(i) that the Government has a plan to acquire
lands belonging to the people residing on
the coastal belt in Trincomalee District for
the purpose of constructing tourist hotels;
and

(i) as a result of such acquisition, fishing
community will have to face seriously
economic hardships?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether action will be taken to provide
lands from alternative locations to those
who will lose houses and properties due to
such acquisition of lands;

(if) of the names of areas, if lands are given
from alternative locations; and

(iii)  of the system adopted for the payment of
compensation, if compensation is paid ?

() Ifnot, why?
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(%)  @Cne, erer?

asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(@  Will he state-

(i) the number of advisers who serve in the
Ministry of Economic Development at
present;

(i)  their names, educational qualifications and
responsibilities;

(iii)  the salaries and allowances paid to them;

(iv) the total of all the allowances paid during
the previous month?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the names of the advisers to whom
official vehicles have been provided, the
number of official vehicles provided and
the details of those vehicles;

(i) separately of the fuel allowance provided to
each adviser, if they are provided with a
fuel allowance?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) the names of the advisers to whom
telephone facilities have been provided by
now if telephone facilities are provided to
them;

(i) separately of the amount of the telephone
allowance paid to each adviser, if they are
paid a telephone allowance?

(d) If not, why?
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Seui @M Geurym?

@ @G, asi?

asked the Minister of Agrarian Services and Wildlife:

(@ Is he aware that a large number of paddy lands
situated on both sides of the Agalawatta -
Baduraliya main road, coming under the
Agalawatta Agrarian Services Area in the Kalutara
district, are being reclaimed?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) the extent of paddy lands that have so far
been used for constructing buildings, after
the lands on both sides of the aforesaid road
were reclaimed,;

(i)  the person/persons who granted permission
for that; and

(iii)  whether legal action has been taken against
the aforesaid reclamation of paddy lands,
which is being carried out contravening of
the Agrarian Services Act, No. 46 of 2000?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of External Affairs:
(@  Will he state-

(i) the number of advisers who serve in the
Ministry of External Affairs at present;

(i)  their names, educational qualifications and
responsibilities;

(iii)  the salaries and allowances paid to them;

(iv) the total of all the allowances paid during
the previous month?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the names of the advisers to whom
official vehicles have been provided, the
number of official vehicles provided and
the details of those vehicles;

(i)  separately of the fuel allowance provided to
each adviser, if they are provided with a
fuel allowance?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) the names of the advisers to whom
telephone facilities have been provided by
now if telephone facilities are provided to
them;

(i) separately of the amount of the telephone
allowance paid to each adviser, if they are
paid a telephone allowance?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Neomal Perera - Deputy Minister of External

Affairs)
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Mr. A. W. Asanga Abeyagoonasekera

Chairman of Sri Lanka Foreign Employment Agency

Advisor to Hon. Minister of External Affairs

Bedn ®OYn

Resumé

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Full Name - Ahangama Withanage Asanga Abeyagoonasekera
Date of Birth - 21 August 1977

Sex - Male

Nationality - Sri Lankan

Address Residence - “Abeyasiri” Gonawala, Kelaniya, Sri Lanka
Address Work - Nol2, Narahenpita Road, Nawala, Sri Lanka
Phone Work - +94-011-2808202

Fax - +94-011-2808200
Mobile - +94773182960
E-mail - chairman@slfea. Ik

- asangaaa(@gmail.com

EDUCATION

826

MBA
Edith Cowan University
Western Australia.

Leadership for the 21* Century

JFK School of Government, Harvard University
Boston, MA

USA

B.Se in Computer Science
Edith Cowan University
Western Australia.

Diploma in Computer Science
Perth Institute of Business & Technology
Western Australia

GCE A/L
Ananda College
Colombo
Sri Lanka

GCE O/L
St. Thomas®s Preparatory School
Colombo
Sri Lanka

AWARDS

2011

2009

2002

1999

1997

1994

Golden Key International Honor Society
Awarded for outstanding academic performance,
selected as a top 15 student of the University.

WORK EXPERIENCES

(Perth, Western Australia 2002)

2011 Sep — Present

Advisor to Hon. Minister of External Affairs

May 2010 — Present
Chairman
Sri Lanka Foreign Employment Agency (SLFEA) — www.slfea.lk

SLFEA is a fully Sri Lankan government owned organization under the ministry

of Foreign Employment Promotion and Welfare.

January 2005 - April 2010
Chairman
Ceylon Fishery Harbours Corporation (CFHC)

CFHC is a fully Sri Lankan government owned organization under the ministry of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

July 2005 — December 2005
Project Manager Network Expansion
Hutchison Telecom of Hong Kong

Feb 2003 — July 2005
Project Manager
Telecom City Project, Sri Lanka Telecom.

Sri Lanka Telecom is the largest public quoted Telecom service provider in Sri
Lanka. At that time a joint venture between NTT of Japan and the government of

Sri Lanka (GOSL)

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP

Member since 2002
Golden Key International Honor Society

Member since 2002
Australian Computer Society

REFERENCES

Mr. Grtakumar E.Chitty
Attorney at law
Advocate, Supreme Court

Former Assistant Secretary General of Law of the Sea,
United Nations.

14/1, Cambridge Place
Colombo 7

Tel :(94) 11 2 695954
Mobile :(94) 777 877750
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [ 21st
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [ His Excellency
Mahinda Rajapaksa]

Question again proposed.

w17

[10.15a.m.]

O35 D0 @SS ®vm

(orenryfl@ whiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Speaker, we are debating the seventh Budget
presented by the Rajapaksa regime at a time when the
winds of democracy are blowing across many parts of the
world.

In fact, with the fall of yet another well-entrenched
dictatorship in Libya, the march towards a more
democratic world order seems to have gathered

momentum in most parts of the world today. The term
which we hear very often used is, "emerging
democracies”. | would say that people in many countries
all over the world are beginning to realize that democracy
has many flaws and shortcomings but despite its flaws
and shortcomings, the best form of governance for man in
search of a more just and equitable world still left today is
democracy.

However, in the latter part of the 20th Century, there
was a “fashionable” school of thought prevalent in
certain countries and in certain sections of the societies,
which argued that democracy is not conducive for
economic progress in developing countries and in the
guise of wanting to achieve economic development, some
countries moved towards oligarchy and autocracy
becoming fully-fledged dictatorships as time went by
with disastrous results for the countries concerned.

In fact, Sri Lanka has the honour of being Asia’s
oldest democracy because we gave the universal franchise
as early as 1931. We embraced democracy but we know
that in the middle part of the 20th Century, many "tin-pot
dictators" became the order of the day in many countries
in Asia, Africa, Eastern Europe and South America.
Actually, some of these self-proclaimed saviours of the
nations or these "tin-pot dictators" claim that democracy
was unsuitable for development and a strong leadership
was needed if they are to drive their country towards
rapid prosperity. Instead, in the guise of developing the
country, most of these dictators amassed incredible
amounts of wealth leaving their countries virtually
bankrupt and internationally isolated when their
respective terms or rule came to an end.

According to Transparency International, some of
these key dictators of this era like President Suharto of
Indonesia and his family had robbed that country of
nearly US Dollars 15 to 35 billion during this period.
Again, Ferdinand Marcos and his family according to
very conservative estimates had robbed US Dollars 5 to
10 billion during his period. The Zairian President
Mobutu Seko, they say, would have robbed at least US
Dollars 5 billion while he ruled that country. Papa Doc of
Haiti and Jean Claude Duvalier, they say, robbed US
Dollars 300 to 800 million. The national wealth robbed by
such dictators as Gaddafi, Mubarak and their sons is yet
to be known.

Fortunately, this world view is rapidly losing
credibility as the winds of freedom continue to blow
across the world. In the first wave of democratization in
the ‘80s symbolized by the fall of the Berlin wall, we
witnessed the downfall of many cruel and corrupt
tyrannies in the Eastern Europe.

Since then, many Commonwealth countries in Asia
and Africa have also chosen Parliamentary democracy as
their model of governance during the last two decades,
while the Arab spring saw the stunning fall of some
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dictatorships or autocracies entrenched in power for
several decades culminating in the demise of the Libyan
dictator last month. Even countries like Rwanda in Africa,
which was at one time synonymous with genocide after a
civil war which estimatedly claimed one million people,
is today one of the fastest growing countries in Africa and
doubled their Foreign Direct Investments; thanks to
unprecedented political and economic reforms.

Part of the credit for this revival of confidence in
democracy, | say, must be given to countries like India
and Brazil because they have now convincingly proven to
the world that democracy is not an obstacle for economic
development but in fact the cine quo non for progress and
prosperity in the 21° Century. Despite many challenges
over the years, such countries have never veered away
from its vigorous commitment to the democratic process,
to the democratic principles. In spite of shortcomings and
flaws of democracy, as | said earlier, the massive
economic development achieved by such countries must
be commended for proving that there is no alternative to
democracy if we are to deliver the future our people
demand and to ensure the future that they truly deserve.

However, as the International Community remains
hypnotized and preoccupied and perhaps even enthralled
by the newly emerging democracies, some countries with
long-standing democratic institutions like Sri Lanka,
unfortunately are moving towards oligarchy and
dictatorship and away from the principles of democracy.
It may be spring for some Arab countries in North Africa,
but for us in Sri Lanka with our long established
democracy, it is definitely autumn, perhaps with a chilly
winter ahead of us. The cornerstones of democratic rule
are being systematically undermined and attacked by the
very leaders who sought a mandate to strengthen
democracy. Today, despite the trimmings of democracy,
despite the slogans of democracy, Sri Lanka, in my
personal opinion is - for want of a better term - an
emerging tyranny.

This drift towards the authoritarianism is confirmed in
world audits on democracy, where Sri Lanka, Asia's
oldest democracy has the dubious honour of sharing the
division with countries such as Papua New Guinea,
Mozambique, Bosnia, Malawi and Uganda.

In fact, Sri Lanka has now come down in the
democracy rankings and actually even Uganda is in a
better place than we are. Sri Lanka is today 109th in the
world audit of democracy. In the Press Freedom Index,
we are further down at 117 and, in fact, we are only 19
points short of Zimbabwe, which is ranked at 136th and
the way this Government is moving, | would not be
surprised that we would - perhaps Zimbabwe might be
moving better than us in one or two years' time.

There is a very good analysis of the current political
situation by Professor Neil De Votta. He has written an
article called "Sri Lanka: from turmoil to dynasty" which
was published in the "Journal of Democracy" of April
this year, where he states that the reality of this trend
towards soft authoritarianism "is made specially clear by
the annual country rankings the Freedom house has
assembled over the last decade. Sri Lanka offers a case in
point; the island went from being a commendable
democracy to an illiberal democracy, and over the past
five years has retrogressed further to the point of soft
authoritarianism."

I would like to quote from this excellent article and |
would recommend, Mr. Speaker, that you should read
this full article.

This is what he says, | quote:

“An illiberal democracy is a type or of political regime that
maintains the trappings of democracy but whose leaders subscribe
selectively (at best) to such key tenets of constitutional liberalism as the
rule of law, free and fair elections, limited government, and freedom of
assembly, speech, and religion. Political elites in these states undermine
good governance in order to bolster and perpetuate their rule, yet,
attempt to mask the attendant democratic deficit by highlighting
whatever they think will make them look 'democratic’. Thus elections
are held with great fanfare even as polls are rigged to favor the ruling

- which we saw how it was done in the recent Local
Government Election when the

[Bremaed ¢es 858 9o’ oz 3&.]
[ydalrnoens s L ewertiug yspmiLL (Bersns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

himself along with the Defence Secretary, violating even
the Establishment Code, went house to house
campaigning - [Interruption.]

o6, cB8F Bwiznwm Swm

8@ s®0)

(orenTLfl@ ewellg HFTHTWES - HeTHTT LTS HenivdFi)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of Health)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. According to the
Standing Orders - [Interruption.]

(o0 Bewdss

®OF B0 @38 Dvm

(oresrLyfl@ whiger Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

No, | am stating a matter of fact. - [Interruption.] -
The Head of State -[Interruption.]

DSBNBD RS0
(FUTBTWST SjuTHeT)
(Mr. Speaker)

00 BBwBsT BwsIs.
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
The article further states, | quote:

“.....Thus elections are held with great fanfare even as polls are
rigged to favor the ruling party; threats, violence, and defections are
engineered. Defections are engineered to ensure that opposition parties
and candidates remain weak; and the media are allowed relative freedom
as long as they go easy on critical coverage of the ruling party, its
leaders and their families, and the venal and predatory practices that
these elites use to amass wealth and power. The longer that such regimes
stay in place, the more they disregard the rule of law and act with
impunity, which in turn makes it harder for them to envision losing
power. Indeed, the desire to avoid being held accountable for crimes
committed while in office is a major reason why elites in illiberal
regimes veer toward authoritarianism..."

- [Interruption.] Mr. Speaker, if any of these Hon.
Members can read, as | told earlier, | would recommend
this article to them.

Actually, Mr. Speaker, it was the last phase of the war
with the LTTE, which gave the Rajapaksa’s regime the
excuse to commence the systematic dismantling of our
democratic structures and institutions. During the run-up
to the final defeat of the LTTE, the regime used the
weariness of a nation, battered and bruised by a brutal war
for nearly 25 years and impatient to see the end to the
scourge of terrorism to disregard the Government’s
fundamental obligations. In fact, the odious nature of
LTTE terrorism was used as a basis or pretext, not only to
disregard the Government’s international obligations, but
also to silence and control democratic dissent within the
country.

@0 gl S.00.08. 2Dl Swm

(LomeiTLyLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TE.6TLD. SjsTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

It is you who said in this House that the war cannot be
won. - [Interruption.]

®0 @-0E @IS Dvm

(omevsrLll@ wBiIser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Speaker, if not for the fact that I, as the Foreign
Minister, canvassed the countries in the European Union
and got the LTTE banned on the 26™ of May 2006, | do
not think this war could have been won so easily. At that
time - [Interruption.] Mr. Azwer was in the UNP. -
[Interruption.]

Thirty months have passed since the end of the war
and the Government is still trying to exploit the general
feeling of goodwill gained from the war victory in order
to dismantle our much-cherished democratic institutions
in order to perpetuate the dreams of a Rajapaksa dynasty.
The first step towards this was to rush through as an
urgent Bill, the Eighteenth Amendment to the
Constitution, an outrageous power-grab, which more or
less performed the last rites on some of our key
independent institutions: the Judiciary, the Police, the

Election Commission, the Civil Service and the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption have all come under the President and their
survival now depends on the patronage of the First
Family.

Like in all aspiring dictatorships, the first target has
been the rule of law.

[Crwmed ¢ 858 9O o> & ]
[ydalrnaers s 1 ewartiuy ysmmiiL Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

the chief architect not only of pulling down walls but
also of dismantling democracy in this country actually
thinks that the rule of law and human rights are western
values, which have no place in “Chintana Sri Lanka”.
Actually, | have heard at a certain Embassy, that the
Defence Secretary himself expounded his thoughts to a
shocked audience. In fact, | would like to remind this
person and those like him, who believe that an autocratic
form of governance is the recipe for economic
development, that no country has ever achieved economic
prosperity for the people by suppressing the rule of law.
All those who tried to do so have only brought economic
ruin to their countries like in Zimbabwe, Burma and
North Korea and finally they bring, Mr. Speaker,
destruction upon themselves, as we saw in Libya, Egypt
and Tunisia recently.

Actually, in Sri Lanka, we must never forget as the
Council of the International Bar Association stated in a
Resolution in September 2005, that the rule of law is the
foundation of a civilized society and as President Barack
Obama mentioned in a BBC interview, | remember in
2009, “The rule of law are not simply principles of the
West to be foisted on other countries, but universal
principles that each country can embrace and affirm as
part of their national identity”.

@6 8 Bwarznwm Swm

(orenrfl@ evelld FewTHTiids)

(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake)

Do you agree with Barack Obama? What happened to
Gaddafi? - [Interruption.]

®C; 08 G €925032 ™0

(revsryfl@ Tall & @enTTHTidsas)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir,l rise to a point of Order? The Hon. Member is on
his feet. Under Standing Order No. 84 (ii), "the Member
shall not be interrupted unless out of order”. There must
be a trend of thought that goes on.

@0 gCwod 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Oz
(LomressrLL0l@ S|LADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

But, the Hon. Managala is capable of -
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

In fact, Mr. Speaker, also the Council of the
International Bar Association in a Resolution passed in
2005, listed certain components of the rule of law, of
which among them are an independent, impartial
judiciary; the presumption of innocence and the right to a
fair and public trial without undue delay. It described as
“unacceptable” arbitrary arrests, indefinite detention
without trial, cruel or degrading treatments or punishment
and intimidation and corruption in the electoral process. -
[Interruption.]

DOBNBDR D

(FUTBTWST B)6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! gnens gec BEnG ecsis.

O ®-0E 8038 ®wmn

(orenTyfl@ whiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Unfortunately for us in Sri Lanka today, all what has
been described as unacceptable by the CIBA has now
become part and parcel of our society.

@0 O5IGOSew
(oressryLil@ 2_mitifleri sppeu)
(An Hon. Member)

What is that?

DOBNBDR D

(FUTBTWST B)6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

@eBd, 0wed. BN BewlvdEd gmd dn@d gewed
YDI® DO OO,

®O0 @-0E @IS Dvmo

(omevsrLll@ wBiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

The most serious assault against the rule of law today
in Sri Lanka, Mr. Speaker, is the

[Bromnod ¢ &8¢ 9o’ oz 8]
[ydalrnoers s 1 sworiiuyg yspmLL Barsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

in the most unscrupulous manner.- [Interruption.] Sir, |
have with me a document - an audit done by the Heritage
Foundation of all the countries in the world about their
judiciary, about their economies, about their press
freedom et cetera. What does it say? This is about Sri
Lanka. It states, "Corruption is perceived as widespread,
Sri Lanka ranks 97 out of 180 countries” - [Interruption.]

DYDBNBDHS)
(FUTBTWST By6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

DO B WHOBIB Oeso.

®F ®B-0E @38 vz

(oressrfl@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

There, the police and the judiciary are viewed as the
most corrupt public institutions. This is not what | am
saying, this is not what the United National Party is
saying but a well-respected international organization is
saying that the judiciary and the police are the most
corrupt institutions in Sri Lanka.

@6 gCd 5.09.08. atddd ®wmn
(LomerLyLfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SeTv6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

That is Sri Lanka's United National Party.

®OF B0 @38 Dvm

(oresrLyfl@ whiger Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

In fact, the Declaration on the Rule of Law, as you
know, made by the International Commission of Jurists at
Athens in 1955, emphasized that the “State is subject to
the law” and declared that “Judges should be guided by
the Rule of Law, protect it and enforce it without fear or
favour and resist any encroachments by governments or
political parties in their independence as judges”.

This is a Resolution which was passed in 1955 in
Athens by the International Commission of Jurists. But,
what is happening in Sri Lanka today?

[Bromned o &8 90 oz G ]
[ydaslrnoers s 1 ewertiuy yspmiLL (Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

2D015B 2O

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHET)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.

@0 gCwd 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Owmn

(LomevsrLL0l@ S|LADTED 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. The Hon. Member who
has been in this House for a long time does not know
what a Standing Order means. Sir, according to Standing
Order No. 78, he cannot refer to the conduct of judges
and cannot cast aspersions on judges.- [Interruption.]

DOBNBD RS0

(FUTBTWST SjuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

00 & DEEI, FNDS Bewl® 8 DOE BedmDr 5O
S0 015308 DobmedsY @O HSHDo.

@6 OBE Bpd8-w ©wm

NBDHD)

(oreryfl@ rewilsy allsArwanis - sT@lidal 4 pgHeveurr)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the

Opposition)

Hon. Speaker, that is in respect of a single judge who
has to be named. If you give permission to the Hon.
Member, we can ask him to name the judge, if he knows -
[Interruption/]

(B6da  =bdDed



835 2011 @200:®28 25 836

DOBNBDR D

(FUTBTWST B)6uTEH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

098, ©S O Z R S WSBIH.
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(oreryfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Speaker, the million-dollar question asked in
Hulftsdorp today is: what was the very expensive gift
which the

[Gcremned ¢es 588 9O o & ]
[ydalrnaers 51 1 sweortiig ysmmiL Barang]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

There are a lot of speculations on the type of gift which
was given. - [Interruption.]

2D5BE 2D S)

(suTBTWST Sj6uTsHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

B0DE BewdvwdEd 3098 @@ Beamdr m»® I
905 BBOO mOYn HOHH. ©WIcE, ¢ 1zT D) @DBI®.

®0 @-0E 3®I8C Dvmo

(omevsrLll@ wBiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

I am not talking about a judge at all. Parliament is
finally supreme. Do not give away the powers of
Parliament to anyone else. You and all of us must
zealously guard it. Mr. Speaker, the perception amongst
the general public is that even the present leaders of the
Supreme Court are loyalists of the Executive. Even the
International Community has taken note of this; the
International Community has taken note of it. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to - [Interruption/]

DOBNBDR D

(FUTBTWST B)6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

@300 BewlvdEd 80vB @@ Beadmdr @ Jm
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(oreryfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

OG0 ®OIBNE®ROB, T D108 O VIR gy Bwo
®ver 0535, ®ed eDEID BT HOBTD .

D OB5NBD RS

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

21, VDO S DS @O GBI,

®6; R0 8®S8S ®vm

(oreryfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

®C ®ONBDROB, 0® AEsIm @ - This is not what
we are saying. The perception is that Sri Lanka’s
judiciary is not independent; the perception is that Sri
Lanka’s independence is highly biased. If you actually
take one of the WikiLeaks cables, which was sent by the

US Embassy to their country, what do they say? They
refer to the Fundamental Rights case filed by Sarath
Fonseka in 2010, challenging the legality of his detention.
Referring to this, Mr. Speaker, this diplomatic cable itself
reflects the doubt people in this country have when it
states:

[Crwmed e 858 9O o> & ]
[ydalrnaers o1 1 swartiy ysmmiiL Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Speaker)

0 I DEE 9O ®OBTHO.

@0 Bo¥d endbis Bwm

(wreryflg HBevreag @ swrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

D, OFEDRW™OTmed 08 ICH ¢y DBEOWICH®s
08 Geowmryw ¢Gidr BeE OEn® 0ddexnd momoo.
OB edfernd wmOsIm . You cannot refer to the
Supreme Court in this House without a Resolution.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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@0 Le’d endiRm Ownm

(oressryLll@ FCesreiy @ 6wreuTSHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(suTBTWST Sj6uTHsT)

(Mr. Speaker)

BD00 Bewl®dED s0mB0 o wewsy o 5O &
BBEEO 953608 D8m00dsY 9D S,

o0 Beld enddim Onm

(wrenryflg HCBesras @ swrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

© 157608 Dabmedsy Dnow 90 mOE »38 wxiesy
DN DI Dam0edsy 9O OB @m0 HIB® SR
@008, OBTEH®0 Ben® W1 WSBI® 1.

2)D5BE2HS)

(suTBTWST Sj6uTHsT)

(Mr. Speaker)

& D1ed® 0153wl Da8medsY DBC edDE BBOW HyoOf
SHOE wOWsY WOBID DD, BONBY WHOBIB Desa.

o0 Leld enddim Onm

(wrenryflg HCBesres @ swrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

He cannot make such a reference. - [Interruption.]

®©F; 8 WS €W B0

(omessryLll@ Tall & HeTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

What are the Standing Orders? Please mention them. -
[Interruption.]
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(Mr. Speaker)

eneB ¢5Y 98, N0 BewindEd sOMmB oddE
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(omevsrLll@ wBiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Speaker, | am quoting from a WikiLeaks cable
and these are comments made by a diplomat based in
Colombo, which is already in the media. In that case, only
we are stifled. All these articles are already in the media.
This has been sent all across the world, not only this, Mr.
Speaker, but all these articles.

@® article ®» acsim: “Wither independence when
judges host parties for politicians?” e®z &8 0008
BasTesy, s3m00E 8¢ @D Bedm . [ BBOHS]

@0 Le’d endiRm Ownm

(oressryLll@ HCesreiy @ 6wreuiHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The House is guided by - [Interruption.]

®F ®B-0E @38 vz

(oressrfl@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

No, no. So, that means we do not - [Interruption.]

®©5; 68 WS e50B2 Wm0

(oreryfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

So, please tell us what the Standing Order is. Tell
under what Standing Order you are trying to prohibit.

@0 Bos¥d endbis Bwm

(wreryflg HBevreag @ swrouige)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

This House is guided by our Standing Orders and our
Constitution, not by what is happening in a newspaper
somewhere.

®F ®B-0E @388 vz

(oressrfl@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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Finance and Planning)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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DOBNBDRD

(FUTBTWST B)6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

® 80 08l ymn mEr, @® ocunr dd BewlwdEO
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90 WO By & Ded® @O oFdE ©wdwnsy
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@0 OB E B8 Owm

(omevsryL0l@ Tewiley alldalrvdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Hon. Speaker, Standing Order No. 78 deals with a
specific judge or a Member of Parliament. For instance, if
you are talking of wanting to do away with the Executive
Presidency and if you want to say that all the Presidents
have abused powers, do you mean you cannot speak about
that in Parliament? | am asking you that. But, if you make
a comment about a specific judge, | can understand. Now,
here - [Interruption.] Let me finish. There is a general
reference here. The Hon. Deputy Minister can reply to me
later. Standing Order No. 78 refers to judges. The
Hon.Gitanjana Gunawardena referred to the Chief Justice;
which Chief Justice | want to know.

®©3 B30 QeRDEND DN
(oreTLLfl@ ESHTEHET & 6wTouTH6wT)
(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena)
| said, "judges".

@0 08 E Spe8-» Onm

(orenryfl@ remfilsL ailsalrvdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

If it is a Chief Justice, let us know. Then, we can ask
the Hon. Member to withdraw that. - [Interruption.] If
you say it is about a Chief Justice, tell us which Chief
Justice. Then, we will ask him to withdraw that. Tell us
who the Chief Justice is. - [Interruption.]
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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@0 Leid endiim Pwm
(orevryflg HBeureis @ swrouigeo)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(oresryyfl@ remilsy allsHlrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Hon. Speaker, what the Chief Government Whip said
only confirms what | said. If you read Standing Order No.
78 with Standing Order No. 78A, it refers to specific
charges against a judge. - [Interruption.] Here, there is no
specific charge against a judge. - [Interruption.] If you
say that some judge is guilty and there is a reference to
that here, let me know and | will be more than happy to
ask the Hon. Member to clarify that. If you say it is a
Chief Justice, a former one or anyone, name him. Then, |
can ask the Hon. Member to - [Interruption.]
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(Mr. Speaker)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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S ®-0E 3O3SS ®vmn
(orenTfl@ whiser Fwrafr)
(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

[Bcwsmed gas 868 9O mom ¢&.]
[ydalrnoers s 1 sworiiuyg ysmmiLL Barsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(An Hon. Member)
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(orenryfl@ whiser Fwrafr)
(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

[Bromnod ¢t s8¢ 9o’ oz G ]
[ysalrnaends si’ ety ysmmii Gsirsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(omessryLll@ wmiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Mr. Speaker, if | may quote from my speech made
during the Second Reading of the Budget last year, | had
said, "Although the lower level of judges and
magistrates ........ " - [Interruption.] ®® Bwemds -[@odd
B80]

@0 Lo¥d @edSm @wm
(orevsryLll@ FHCesreiy @ 6mreuisHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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[ydalrnaers 51 1 swortig ysmmiL Barsng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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[ydalrnoers s 1 sworiiuyg ysmmiLL Barsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[ydalrnaers o1 1 swartiy ysmmiiL Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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@0 Le’d @endiRm Ownm

(oressryLll@ FHCesreiy @ 6mTouTSHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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BB ocw wewsy mosiesy oo

®6 @0 838 ®vm

(oreryfl@ whiser Fwraly)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, | know you are dancing
for your supper. Never mind, | know you have to do this,
but please let me continue with my speech. @az®qx=

[Gcremed ees 588 9O o 8]
[ydalrmaens &1 1_swariing ysmmii Gersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[ydalrnoers s 1 sworiiug ysmmLL Barsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[ysalrnoends si’ i sweniig ysmmii Gsirsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(Mr. Speaker)
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O ®-0E 8038 Owmn

(orenTyfl@ whiser Fwrafr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

®® 8 Busis)y @ed cd®m»B. eve S gv osis. |
refer again to my speech which | was quoting, "Although
the lower level of judges and magistrates are putting up a
valiant and courageous front to preserve their
independence............ "

0 Jwnd Bwm .

[Bcwsmod gas 868 9O mom & ]
[ydalrnoers s 1 sworiiuyg yspmLL Barsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Crwmed e 858 9O o> & ]
[ydalrnaers o1 1 ewartiy ysmmiiL Bersng]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(Mr. Speaker)

5O wewsy oI S, glwien Bricd 8O
e B WOTD. DO wewsy oS B WOBIB.
[@220 BBO®]

O35 B0 @38 ®vm

(oresrLyfl@ whiger Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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(Mr. Speaker)

O ©3cHsT WS WS WOBIBY. [ BEO]
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(oresrLyfl@ whiger Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

Then, the culture of impunity -[@@s 83®] | am bowing
down to the wishes of the eldest of the Rajapaksa brothers.
Mr. Speaker, I will move on from there. - [Interruption.]

00 aC®d £.69.68. 2308 Pwmn
(omesrLyLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy61V6UNT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

DOBNBD RS0

(FUTBTWST SjeuTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

e®m23 ¢ point of Order &=?

OF B0 @GS ®vm
(oresrLfl@ whiger Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)
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(Mr. Speaker)

20. ¥D. O® OV e¢mo.
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(LomressrLL0l@ S|VADTED 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, Standing Order No. 84 (xii), states, | quote:

"Any Member deviating from the rules may be immediately called
to order by Mr. Speaker, or by any other member rising to a point of
Order."
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[061 @Cwed &.890.00. aeddE Dwmo]

So, | as a Member of this House, rise to a point of
Order. He is deviating from all sections of the Standing
Orders and the norms of democracy. Sir, he must be asked
to stop his speech.

DYDBNBHS)

(FUTBTWST B)6uTEH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)
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O35 Do @SS ®vm

(orenryfl@ whiser Fwralr)

(The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera)

The culture of impunity and the rape of the rule of law
is now continuing unchecked and unabated since the
Eighteenth Amendment was passed, giving the Executive
the ultimate power of appointing the Constitutional
Council. Any semblance of independence these
Commissions may have had will be stifled and the Police,
the Judiciary and the Elections Commission have become
mere extensions of the Executive, dropping any pretences
whatsoever they may have had before to impartiality.

[Bcwsmod gas 868 9O mom & ]
[ydalrnoers s 1 sworiiuyg yspmLL Barsns]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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8mond ezned@. Mr. Speaker, the cold- blooded murder of
Mr. Bharatha Lakshman Premachandra, who was a loyal
friend of the President for over 25 years and a chief
lieutenant of President Rajapaksa, as you know, during his
rise to power, brought to the surface the utter lawlessness
prevalent in Sri Lanka today.
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o8 0® Bw eom aed, about the killing of Bharatha
Lakshman Premachandra who was President Rajapaksa’s
right-hand man over the years. In fact, he argued many a
time with us when we had certain perceptions about
President Rajapaksa, before he became the candidate. He
argued on behalf of President Rajapaksa. But, what
happened after he was killed? He was killed in broad
daylight and the chief suspect for this killing in front of
many witnesses, who was an adviser to the Ministry of
Defence, was protected by the
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The court decided to name him as a suspect only after
this person was safely out of this country.
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It is in this background, Sir, that | must thank some of
the Buddhist clergy for coming up at this very critical
time.
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In Sri Lanka, the economic anarchy prevalent today
points to a sophisticated kleptocratic financial structure
although it may not be possible to put an exact figure on
the funds embezzled until there is a change of
government. Land-grabbing is a favourite pastime of the
regime, and prime lands, not only in Colombo but in all
parts of the country, especially in the coastal belt of the
Eastern Province, have been given to front organizations
of the ruling class bypassing all transparent tender
procedures.
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Even the Colombo Stock Exchange today is seen as a
centre for laundering black money, especially funds got
from narcotics deals, which many VIPs are supposed to
be involved in. In fact, the Prime Minister himself,
recently admitted in this House that there maybe people
involved in narcotic deals in this House itself, because
many VIPs are supposed to be involved in it. In fact,
many people in Sri Lanka are saying that it has graduated
from being a kleptocracy to a narco-kleptocracy, a
country which is basing its economy on drug sales.

The controversial Bill rushed through Parliament to
nationalize some businesses allocated to the private sector
is also seen as a

[Gcremed ees 588 9O o 8]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

with the sole intention of reallocating these choice
properties to fronts and favourites of the regime. This has
sent shockwaves through the international community,
which was already reluctant to invest in Sri Lanka
because of its atrocious human rights record.

The EIU, the Economic Intelligence Unit, of "The
Economist" magazine wrote the following recently about
the Bill, which you presented to Parliament" "This Bill
will be counterproductive at a time when Sri Lanka is
keenly seeking foreign investment for development
following the end of the civil war.”- [Interruption.]

In fact, as the Country Director of the World Bank
stated at a meeting with the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce in July this year, the anticipated FDI flow has
not materialized to a significant extent. According to the
Country Director himself, the total FDI inflow recorded
was only US Dollars 435 million in 2010, which is well
below the peak achieved in 2008 which was US Dollars
690 million, and continues to remain low in relative
terms. -[Interruption.]
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No, do not give me anybody else’s time. Have | been
allotted only 45 minutes?
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(Mr. Speaker)

Yes, 45 minutes.
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Okay, then give me five
[Interruption.]

more  minutes.-

2D015B 2O
(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHET)

(Mr. Speaker)

Disturb mosts den. 99800 B2%8 svd3 Bedstes’. &
Beso OO0 D OB 98 @¢uID). 8w D1wd goEd-
[Interruption.]

O35 B0 @38 ®vm

(oresrLyfl@ whiger Fwralr)
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Let me speak. The general image of the country still
prevailing has certainly discouraged FDI.

Under the Rajapaksa regime, the so-called
Government owned companies have been set up with
most trusted friends and relatives to oversee large-scale
infrastructure developments as well as to procure large
scale defence items and those are not answerable to
Parliament. Maga Neguma Road Construction
Equipment Company (Pvt.) Limited, Lanka Logistics and
Technologies Limited and Colombo Land and
Development Company Limited are some of the
examples. Also, you are asking for names et cetera but |
will give you just one because | have very limited time.
Recently the Embilipitiya Paper Corporation has been
leased out to Perth Engineering Company for a 30-year
period. This, according to reliable information | have
received, is not a company but a sole trader registered by
a VIP’s relative who was in Perth until 2006. She was
doing a cleaning franchise there. According to the
Australian Business Register, these are the details
available. The name of the entity is S.M. De Silva and P.
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Gonapinuwala. Then, the ABN status has been active
from 26" August, 2003 and the entity type has been
mentioned as Family Partnership, like the Government. It
has not been currently registered for GST and the main
business location of it is WA 6053. This is just one
example. How can a company, not even registered for
GST, afford to pay US Dollars 400 million? Is this also
yet another money laundering operation for the relatives
concerned? This is the question | am asking.

A similar Bill was introduced in Zimbabwe by
President Mugabe to take over farms. | have the names of
the farms but | do not have time to mention them now.
Many of the farms were taken over by President Mugabe
himself finally.

As my time is limited, | have to conclude my speech
though | was prepared for an hour. Finally, | have to say
one thing.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

The valuable time of the House is wasted.
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Mr. Speaker, finally all | have to say is, instead of
utilizing the great window of opportunity that our country
got on the 19" of May 2009, by winning the peace that
our people were crying out for, and ensuring that the face
of terrorism never raises its ugly head ever again in our
country, the Mahinda Rajapaksa regime, intoxicated with
power, is paving the way for yet another uprising in our
country with its foolish and short-sighted policies. -
[Interruption.]

In conclusion, | would like to quote something that |
myself stated on the Floor of this House one year ago at a
Debate on the state of Emergency, where again | was
disturbed with obscene remarks. But, | say it again
because | think it is more relevant than ever now. If we
stubbornly continue our journey in the same old path, it
will not be long before the call for separation is reignited.
Unlike before, the new battle for separation will not be
fought in the jungles of the Vanni but in the corridors of
power in Washington, in New York, in Geneva, in
Brussels and in London. The weapons they will be using
will be Blackberrys and iPads and the cadre will be the
erudite and educated members of the diaspora along with
their lobbyists. The ammunition will be supplied by the
Sri Lankan Government if they continue with their policy
of triumphalist chauvinism and anti-democratic
suppression. The new nations of the 21st Century, we
must remember, will be born and are born, not through
liberation struggles but by resolutions endorsed by the
global community. We will then be a dystopia, a failed
and divided nation surviving on the anti-Western bravado
and very little else like Mugabe in Zimbabwe or Basheer
in Sudan.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, | again say today that the
moment of reckoning is before us.

Thank you.
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What | said was that on the 19" of May, 2009, Sri
Lanka got an unprecedented window of opportunity.
eve aDeMdn E@lems Beea. - [Interruption.]
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| just want to remind you about what you said in this
august Assembly referring to Sarath Fonseka. Now, you
are talking about the judiciary. | will come to that point
because | have practised in the Colombo High Court for
nine years. | have appeared on behalf of thousands of

854

youths who were produced in court under the Prevention
of Terrorism Act and the Emergency law in this country.
So, | have a lot of experience. Can you remember the six
lawyers who left the country during the UNP regime?
Why are you are not referring to them? Because they
were killed. What happened to Wijedasa Liyanaarchchi,
Charitha Lankapura and Ranawaka? - [Interruption.]
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Who gave the information to the Government? -
[Interruption.]
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Why do you not stay and listen?
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(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees
will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, please wind up now. Your time is up.
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Please give me one more minute.
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(LomevsTLLOl@ SILADTEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdehs 00 ewresBn®o

(ewsseflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeurser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer.

00 gCd £.00.08. 2608 Bwmn

(oreory Ll @ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he is speaking contrary to the Standing Orders. He
is referring to the conduct and statements made by His
Excellency the President. The President loves to make
peace and he is talking to the TNA Members. But, this
Hon. Member says, “The President is not for peace”. It
must be expunged. He is misusing the House.

Bewrdehs 00 ewresBn®o

(ewssefsr Urdls sallFreri ojeurser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

If there is anything against the Standing Orders, it will
be expunged. The Hon. S. Shritharan, you carry on
please.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka - Minister of Power

and Energy)
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Sir, | am going address the next few words in English,
because | want the International Monetary Fund also to
understand those in an international language. There was
a devaluation of the rupee by 3 per cent, which was
announced by the Hon. Minister of Finance and Planning.
The Government has pursued an artificial exchange rate
policy over the last number of years. It has been our
argument that the exchange rate should be a floating rate,
which is or close to the market-determined rate for
foreign exchange. But, the Government has not pursued
such a policy; it has managed the exchange rate. Now,
what has happened? It has devalued the rupee by 3 per
cent. The issue is not about readjusting the exchange rate,
but about the management of it. Why has that been done?
We have been saying over and over again that the
exchange rate should be a freely-determined rate. The
International Monetary Fund has defended this
Government on its exchange rate policy.
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(omevsryLil@ Guerdlsd Grramest rreLFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

Our policy is not the same as that of the USA. We
have our own policy.

@6 sy BT Vwm

(oreryfl@ @)rmer aflddlrorsenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Okay. | agree that you have a policy and | do not agree
with the policy. | can see the weaknesses and the dangers
of the policy.

©0; HBE 0ddnen Crxsezws Owmn

(omevsryLll@ Guerdlsd Grramest rreLFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

All the other countries, which have such policies, have
now fallen.

@G 0y BPOST» Bwmo

(orenryfl@ @)rrest aflddrordenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Hon. Minister, there are 200 countries in the world
and we keep referring to three or four of those countries.

Bewrdehs 00 ewresBn®o

(ewsseflsr Urdls sallFreri ojeurser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Member, you have only one more
minute.

@0 sy BnPSTH Vwmn

(oreryfl@ @) rmeir aflddlrorsenr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Sir, I need a few more minutes and the Hon. Minister
can reply later.

The IMF defended this Government’s policy by its
silence and now it is talking. We do not want the IMF to
browbeat our country. We are concerned about the
interests of our country. But, if the policy is wrong, -
[Interruption.] The Resident Representative of the IMF
has stated that as long as the objective is achieved, it does
not matter how it is achieved. We do not agree with that.
The objective and the method are both important.

The IMF has whitewashed many countries in the
recent past. Months before, the rulers were ousted by
popular revolt in the Arab Spring Revolution. They were
whitewashed by the IMF. We are interested not just in the
exchange rate but also in good governance. There has to
be independence between the Central Bank and the
Government. The Government is doing the work of the
Central Bank and the Central Bank is doing the work of
the Government. The Monetary Law Act has been
violated and the Government needs to look into it because
there is no separation of duties. The Executive, the
Judiciary and the Legislature have to have a division of
power. What we have now is feeding into the public
system and the judiciary of this country. The judicial
officers, their spouses are being taken care of. The former
Chief Justice's post-retirement appointment and all these

are creating conflicts of interest in the system. It is a
shame that these things are happening. We must protect
the independence of the Judiciary; we must protect the
independence of the Central Bank. It is only then that
good governance prevails. It is needed even for the
management of the economy of the country.

Thank you, Sir.

[a. ®0. 1.52]
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(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National

Languages and Social Integration)
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Order, please! Hon. Minister, you have only two more
minutes.
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What is your point of Order?
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No, that is not a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Hunais Farook)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Hunais Farook.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Nirupama Rajapaksa - Deputy Minister of

Water Supply and Drainage)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Budget for
2012 presented by His Excellency the President is a
practical Budget with short-term and long-term
development goals. It is really a people’s Budget made
with wide consultations of all sectors of the Sri Lankan
society. It is a gift to the nation of His Excellency the
President reaching his 66™ birthday.

Sri Lanka’s progress had several setbacks having been
ruled by the Portuguese, Dutch and British for several
centuries. Economic, social and cultural advancements
were never fully realized and achieved as the political
leadership after 1977 reversed the progressive policies
initiated in 1956. Sri Lanka staggered with divided
policies and a capitalistic approach which marred the
onward march of the people.

The common man and the rural farmer were ignored
and neglected. There was communal unrest and the Sri
Lankan society remained divided. There was a wide gap
between the rich and the poor. Sri Lanka lost its unitary
character, and every effort to bring together all
communities to achieve a united Sri Lanka were
unsuccessful.

It is in this scenario that His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa, championed the takeover of leadership and he
became the President of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka in 2005. Ever since the President
took over the reins, Sri Lanka witnessed revolutionary
and progressive changes in economic, social and cultural
spheres. Buddhism was given the foremost place while
other religions were fostered. Sri Lankan cultural and
moral values were boosted, strengthened and
reintroduced. This has changed the attitude of the Sri
Lankans and has enabled them to march towards
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achieving economic progress, social equity and right
moral values.

The rural farmers engaged in paddy production, the
cinnamon peelers, the construction workers, workers in
rubber and tea production, the manufacturing industries
and all other sundry workers now have a place in society
and their livelihood is assured by the 2012 Budget
Proposals.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, for any Budget
to be effective and successful, it should engineer and push
forward society by proposals which could achieve greater
employment opportunities and participation.
Development activities should be spread over in all parts
of the country, North, South, East and West. The Budget
should hold prime importance in Sri Lanka’s decision-
making process.

The Budget 2012 has these ideas and concepts. This
was possible due to the bold and brave steps of His
Excellency the President in getting rid of the 30-year old
terrorism which plagued the country and marred the unity
of the people and the sovereignty of the country. Today,
there is communal harmony which is a prerequisite for the
development process of the country.

The development proposals of His Excellency have
been realistic so far. They were not proposals confined to
books which found their place on the shelves. They were
really implemented. No one can deny this. Every sector of
the economy is being tapped and developed for the
benefit of the people and not for the benefit of any
individual or interested group. This is evident in the
various special programmes initiated under “Mahinda
Chintana - Vision for the Future”.

Sri Lanka faced several challenges and much
turbulence after the war. Interested parties were making
subtle attempts to discredit the Government and the
President by spreading false allegations and by
mudslinging tactics. The Channel 4 saga was one such
example. But, the Government withstood all the pressures
brought upon it by bold refutations and by briefing the
truth at all international forums including the United
Nations General Assembly, Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting and the 17" SAARC Summit held
recently in the Maldives.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, while the
western countries struggled through the recession, Sri
Lanka did not experience severe shocks since our
economy was stable and satisfactory. In spite of
recessionary impacts, Sri Lanka was stable and able to
sustain an economic growth rate of 8 per cent. This was
possible as His Excellency the President strongly believed
in the unique potential of our human resources and the

duty of the Government to the people to ensure full
personality development.

Sir, the economic indicators reveal that Sri Lanka has

achieved commendable progress in infrastructure
development: in roads, ports, aviation, irrigation,
electricity, water  supply, telecommunications,

information technology, education and the health sectors
in keeping with the “Mahinda Chintana - Vision for the
Future”. The “Maga Neguma” programme has
transformed the rural economy and has empowered the
rural farmer and the common man. The construction of
the Mattala International Airport, Hambantota Port,
Norachcholai Coal Power Plant, the Southern
Expressway, the Upper Kotmale Hydropower Plant, the
new Colombo South Port, outer Colombo Circular
Highway and the Colombo-Katunayake Expressway are
some of the major projects the Government has
undertaken.

This is part of the Government’s programme to
develop Sri Lanka as a strategically-important centre in
the areas of commercial, naval, aviation, energy and
knowledge in the region. These projects will provide a
large number of employment opportunities to the youth
and enhance their living standards. The "Divi Neguma"
and "Gama Neguma" development programmes have
boosted economic growth in the rural areas to have a self-
reliant household economy by empowering the villagers.
About 1,300,000 homegarden units and 90,000 livestock
farming units are functioning under the "Divi Neguma"
programme in the country. The "Gama Neguma"
programme provides access to the rural community for
irrigation, electricity, housing, roads and water supply
schemes and a livelihood programme also.

The economic and social development projects
initiated by His Excellency the President's Government
have had very positive results overall. We have been able
to sustain the economic growth rate for the last two years.
Unemployment has been substantially reduced. The
poverty rate has fallen and the per capita income is US
Dollars 2800.

The service sector too has had remarkable
achievements, especially in tourism under the able and
distinguished leadership of the Minister of Economic
Development, Hon. Basil Rajapaksa. The “Visit Sri
Lanka” campaign and the five-year tourism strategy has
enabled the tourist industry to reach new heights.
Additional hotels and transit infrastructure facilities are
coming up in the North, East, South, West and Central
Provinces. Sri Lanka Tourism expects to touch 800,000
tourist arrivals by the end of this year.

The Budget Proposals have provided relief to several
sectors. Provision has been made for the development of
national unity, social integration and transformation to a
trilingual society. Budgetary allocations to the tune of Rs.
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1,700 million to the Ranaviru Authority introduces a
special loan scheme for the benefit of soldiers and a sum
of Rs. 14,000 million meets the monthly allowance paid
to all disabled soldiers. This is a virtuous deed in itself
and pays tribute to the brave soldiers who liberated the
country. The monthly allowance paid to the elders over
70 years has been increased with an allocation of Rs. 900
million. The Budget Proposals have made provision for
the support of low income families. The Samurdhi
allowance has been increased. Lactating mothers and
infants will be entitled for Thriposha. A sum of Rs. 150
million has been allocated to expand educational
programmes. Journalists and artistes are to be empowered
by the provision of Rs. 50 million to set up a special fund
through which assistance could be extended to elderly
artistes, journalists and writers and Rs. 100 million has
been allocated to develop traditional crafts. The Public
servants have been granted a 10 per cent basic salary
increase. The Budget also proposes to set up rice-
exporting zones. An allocation of Rs. 200 million has
been made for research, seed development and expansion
services.

All these proposals and many others prove that this is
a development-oriented Budget which the people
appreciate. We all congratulate His Excellency President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, for his thoughtful and friendly
Budget, which will surely bring peace, prosperity and
unity to our motherland, Sri Lanka.

Thank you.

Bewrdehs 00 ewresBn®o
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is the Hon.
Ashok Abeysinghe. Before that, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?
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(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera -
Rehabilitation and Prison Reforms)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now

take the Chair.

Minister  of
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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It being 6.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Monday, 28th November, 2011.
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Presiding Member, |
Adjournment Motion:

move the following

“While appreciating the progressive measures taken by the
Ministry of National Integration and Languages to forge national unity
and also to popularize the Trilingual concept, | propose that a fund be
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established in the Ministry to help literary works of Sinhala and Tamil
languages to be translated both Sinhala into Tamil and Tamil into
Sinhala as envisaged in the Budget Proposal No. 17 presented in
Parliament by His Excellency the President.”

Sir, 1 move this Motion in keeping with the “Mahinda
Chintana”. "esmen Beds o gwp 08595 w@iswn
8 BBO ¢6fey S ©BBE Qe O® aB5T e eIy
0 B0 YRGB 00 BB, Sod@Be wiBmsw v BB
BBw w8 FRET Yam 808nme RIS, sBoemnm
emOoRd; ald ymenm ORwOs’ 8O BB wewo
Seods Bwds oxfomd" B ©Hn8s8n® »Osfed
OBxie D¥immewd wduEnHBO®O yn WO BedBIDo.

@® Jed Sodsewm’® wiw e Bedmin.
S508s85@ 2012 the “Year for a Trilingual Sri Lanka”
©5)005Y yRWD B WO BeBIDo.

Sir, | think His Excellency the President, in his
wisdom, while forming his new Cabinet after assuming
the office of Presidency, could not have done better than
creating this new Ministry of National Languages and
Social Integration and appointing the Hon. Vasudeva
Nanayakkara, a progressive-minded personality who is
well disposed towards bringing all communities together
as the Minister in charge of this Ministry. He desires very
much to promote Tamil and Sinhala, equally English. He
is doing a marvellous job of work in this sphere. | read in
the "Daily News" a story on the training of the Public
servants in the Tamil language. He has inaugurated a
scheme to that effect also. | highly commend it.
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CouewT(ib. Yrs oar_smisefled @)m Gurflls uewL Liureflsst
uBIGeUMID  euswsullevrer  BlapFFsdr  swrflassluL
GouaisT(ID. HVTFTT YYewFHTEL) @UIBIGLD HDVF FBIGLD -
Art Council - @esrf1p srdlgSwls ufas CaieysaTds @) wini@LD
FHMVHG LY, @SS G CUTSTD 6TeLVTS G (LPIHH6TIeIID,
S0 wHMID peedld Feypasmisenarst LlrdBlsldgieuliuBdg b
auswauiled @GOlOuTsEl uswL LiuTeflssT, 2 miliileriserTTgea b
BHsuTsarTaayd Bluwlldssiine. Geusssr(hib.

| propose, Sir, that you make arrangements to translate
short stories and other literary works in Sinhalese into
Tamil and vice versa and have an Annual Award
Ceremony conducted under your Ministry. This will
herald a new era in the literary world. You will be the first
Minister to under take such a laudable venture!
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allursQETSmBF FUTLTL SHl60 gwﬁ'DLﬂésaﬂs&rGg)sﬁT.* I will
table this because all the books that have been so far
translated into Sinhala and vice versa are in this, Sir.

Then, Sir, as | told you, there is a magazine called
"Mallihai” which is 46 years old. @ps "evedlens’
@UICuUTrws CwgGwgeuTs S0sug yamen CHTHd b
HSTDGH. BT DGL UTFHLD Y (HEWLWWTSH I eWLOHB(Hds
FSFTDSI. S|BSTAGI,
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STEITLIS T (G LD.

So, Sir, it is time that we venture out in this field too
and | am very happy that a person of the calibre of the
Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara is guiding this very
important Ministry. Importantly he goes to the North, to
the East and to every part of the country. He is
encouraging not only literature but also languages. The
other day he gave a nice reply here. Even in the matter of
the National Anthem, we cannot force a community to
sing that in one language.

Why should we have divisions? It has started from
1947. Let us continue throughout.

* gefmwemced 5dr ¢.
* BIOlenVWIG SV WeuSHLILIL (HeTnS).
* Placed in the Library.



971 2011 @200:®28 25 972

Therefore, 1 would only suggest that it is time now
that we pay our attention to this and also encourage our
literary personalities. | must tell you, Sir, that there are so
many females who have come forward now to write.
They are in Colombo and in the rest of the country. Tamil
books are being released almost weekly and monthly in
the Colombo Tamil Sangam. There are Muslim girls who
are writing books, novels and poems. They have become
clever novelists, | should say.

I must tell you one thing. There is social justice,
natural justice prevailing in this country; we have full
freedom. So much so, that even Tamil books printed in
Tamil Nadu are brought here and released in the Colombo
Tamil Sangam and at other venues in our country. There
have been book-releasing ceremonies held even in the
Haputale Electorate in Badulla, which is your and your
beloved father’s electorate. There is a rich heritage in the
development of Tamil language and literature in the Uva
Province and in the Central Province, as much as in the
East and the West of the country.

The other day our Deputy Minister, the Hon. Muthu
Sivalingam told in Puttalam that when people in the
Tamil areas were scared to speak in the Tamil language
and carry Tamil books, it was the Muslims in the
Sinhalese areas - like Thiththawelgala and Nikadalupotha,
which are represented by the Minister, Hon. Salinda
Dissanayake, who is seated here, and Dikwella - the
hometown of our great scholars like Munidasa
Cumaranatunge had fostered and developed the Tamil
language. All these activities were taking place in the
Sinhalese areas. The Muslims gave life to the Tamil
language when there was a scarcity of books in the
country in that language.

I now recall the name of Mr. Gampalaithasan - Shahul
Hameed - who expired recently. We even had a
commemorative meeting in Brighton Hotel at Armour
Street the other day. It was organized by Tamilthenral
S.M. Ali Akbar . When there were no books printed in the
Tamil language, Gampalaithasan was the person who
took to every street in Pettah, First Cross Street to Fifth
Cross Street, Keyzer Street and Main Street. He had what

you call "Pattimandram” - ./ wsirmeb - and encouraged

Tamils and Muslims to develop their public-speaking
skills in Tamil language. This is the manner in which the
Muslims enriched the Tamil language.

Then, Sir, with regard to music, Muslims have played
a great role. Our dear M.M. Peer Mohamed is one of the
greatest singers that Sri Lanka has produced. We had Mr.
Mohideen Baig, of course. Mohideen Baig was born in
Salem in India. But, here we had M.M. Peer Mohamed,
A.H.M. Mohideen, Haroon Lanthra, Tony Hassan, Ishak
Baig, Noor Jehan Marzook, A.J. Kareem, A.L.M. Yusuf -
a well known Sri Lankan Gazal Singer - then, M.S.M.
Faleel, Nizam Careem and artistes of that calibre. They
have been doing a great service by popularizing Tamil

through Islamic songs through the Radio Ceylon at that
time, which is now the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation. That is the way the Muslims have
contributed their due share in order to foster and develop
the Tamil language in our country.
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Hon. Minister, | suggested an annual award ceremony
conducted by your Ministry.
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It being 6.30 p. m, MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a. m. on Monday, 28th November,
2011, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th November,
2011.
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