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(@) @erCmev, eyevr?

asked the Minister of National Languages and Social

Integration:

(@  Will he state-

(i) whether plans are afoot to formulate laws to
the effect that the National Anthem of Sri
Lanka should be sung only in the Sinhala
Language; and

(i) if so, the factors that led to the formulation
of such laws?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether -

(i) the right guaranteed to the citizens by the
Constitution to use the language of one’s
choice is not violated by the above
proposition; and

(i)  this is likely to affect the mutual bond that
exists between Sinhalese and other
communities of this country?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(@) @r8mev, eysar?

asked the Minister of National Heritage:
(@ s he aware that-

(i) the Weligama Rajakulawadanagama Raja
Maha Vihara, in the Weligama Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Matara District,
is an archaeological place registered in the
Department of Cultural Affairs; and

(if)  the shrine, walls with frescoes engraved on
them, and the roof of this temple are faced
with deterioration since they have not been
renovated for years?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether arrangements will be made to
renovate this temple with an archaeological
value, speedily; and

(i)  if so, when such activities will be initiated?
(c) Ifnot, why?
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(if) separately of the fuel allowance provided to
each adviser, if they are provided with a
fuel allowance?

()  Will he state-

(i) the names of the advisers to whom
telephone facilities have been provided by
now if telephone facilities are provided to
them; and

(if) separately of the amount of the telephone
allowance paid to each adviser, if they are
paid a telephone allowance?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(@  Will he admit that-

(i) sources of water of most of the drinking
water projects operational in the Matale
District run the risk of mixing with waste
materials since they are not properly
protected ;

(i) it has been revealed at laboratory tests that
water of most of those water schemes is not
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(iii)  this leads to the deterioration of the health
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(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether arrangements will be made to
ensure the hygienic condition of the water
of the drinking water projects in the Matale
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(i) if so, the date on which such activities will
be started?
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asked the Minister of State Resources and Enterprise
Development:

(i)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of estates that belong to the
Janatha Estate Development Board;

(if) separately, the name, the location and the
extent of each of those estates;

(iii)  separately, the profit earned or loss incurred
annually by each of those estates during the
period from year 2000 to year 2010; and

(iv) if losses have been incurred, the reasons for
that?

(b)  If not, why?
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. asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a0) (i) Be od can @ aB cvedamesiod mHO, Gab

g @B B 0O w0 wy Jed Dund (@  Will he state-

=0edy; (i) the number of advisers who serve in the
(i) 25 00n guiam Bomm can ccsfont B, Ministry of Agriculture at present;

;z@f’;?;”; @C;C;‘?;“?g:zf ﬁ%ﬁiﬁé@jﬁam (i) their names, educational qualifications and

responsibilities;

232 5 e 000 crIDsemde? . .
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(i) oy 2000 evdsfesd ©O, & o . . .
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@i 9@ sewsy HOemBe? vehicles have been provided, the number of

official vehicles provided and the details of
(1) omndedmd, S Os¥e? those vehicles; and
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(i) separately of the fuel allowance provided to
each adviser, if they are provided with a
fuel allowance?

(c)  Will he state-

(i) the names of the advisers to whom
telephone facilities have been provided by
now if telephone facilities are provided to
them; and

(if) separately of the amount of the telephone
allowance paid to each adviser, if they are
paid a telephone allowance?

(d)  Ifnot, why?

o6 ©8s¥¢ @
4@ @)
(wrewsryflg wanlbs wriur HCueuigser - HWHESTLL
O|EOLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena - Minister of
Agriculture)
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300 OB WIB® ©wewsd BEcmwed o
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Boodom BBO, wicxu® BB, o®owwd® ww»
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(iii)  ©B»0 68w 30,000.00 + Bwswd 5 8@z%0 + gIdsy
2500

(iv)  og 8w ®iww wem eodn 3¢ Bus E0m00E dmnd -

ci8wsE 30,000.00 + 68w 1,500.00 + 9,120 .00 =
8w 40,620.00

& am0 00dn 1@ 8O 2% ( @80 ) 68weE
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(i)  ocebned®siy ghBeorsnd 88 20500x O B8
9o 68w 2,500 ceB0wmO @O gog 895300
G 0OD gB.

8.08. e Snmo.

(@)  apg ovned.

HYH®
Bio Data
Name E.M. Abhayaratne
Address No. 50A/32, Hansagiri Road, Gampaha

Date of Birth 05.10.1948
Age 63 Years
Civil Status Married
Details if the Children

o Mrs EM.N.K. Eakanayake 27 (Married)

o Miss EM.C.G. Eakanayake 23 (Studding in Sabaragamu University of Sri Lanka)

NIC. No 482790054 V
Telephone Nos. Res.
Mobile

033 2222924
0777193692

Fducational Qualifications

¢ BA. (December 1971) Vidyodaya University of Sn Lanka

. 1Joined the General Clerical Service in 1971

. Service record in G.C.S

o G.C.S. From 01.08.1971 10 31.12.1977 - Food Commissioners Dept
o G.CS. From 01.01.1978 to 28.02.1984 - T.E.C.0. and [rrigation Dept
1 joined the S.L.A.S on 01.03.1984
Service record in S.L.AS
o From 01.03.1984 10 01.09.1984 -
o From 01.09.1984 10 31.12.1984
o From 01.01.1985 10 15.11.1987
e From 16.11.1987 t0 01.05.1995 -
o From 01.05.1995 t0 01.08.1998 -

SLIDA

- Assistant Food Controller Vavuniya District
- AFC (Transport) Colombo

AFC (Veyangoda Granary)

Senior assistant Food

Commissioner (Kitchen & Bakery)
Colombo - 08

« From 01.08.1998 t0 25.08.1998 - Deputy Director of Irrigation (H.R) Colombo
¢ From 26.08.1998 10 07.07.2001 - Divisional Secretary Meerigama in Gampaha
District

*  From 08.07 2001 to 06.07.2004 -
o From 07.07.2004 to 06.07.2005 -

Deputy Director of Customs

Senior Assistant Secretary, Ministry of
Provincial Council &Local Government.
«  From 07.07.2005 to 30.07.2008 - Director, Cultural Affairs, Ministry of Cultural
Affairs & National Heritage

»  From 01.08.2008 - 19.06.2010 - Additional secretary / Director Cultural Affairs

Ministry of Cultural Affairs & National Heritage

Date of Promotionto S.L.AS. - el 1 01.01.2000
Date of retirement from the service - 19.06.2010

I Submit the above particulars for your kind consideration please.

Thank you.

Yours Faithfully

E.M. Abhayaratne.
16.11.2011

@G g8 ©8 Swmn

(1oreiorfl @ Sjefld @Lomyr)
(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(=) B)Cpev, ereir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of police officers who were
disabled while being engaged in operational
duties during the period of war;

(i) whether they are paid
subsistence allowances;

salaries and

(iii)  whether all the allowances given to the
members of the three armed forces who
were disabled while being engaged in
operational duties are given to these officers
too; and

(iv) if not, the reasons for that?
(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agrarian Services and Wildlife:
Will he state-

@)

(b)

©

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

the number of advisers who serve in the
Ministry of Agrarian Services and Wildlife
at present;

their names, educational qualifications and
responsibilities;

the salaries and allowances paid to them;
and

the total of all the allowances paid during
the previous month?

Will he inform this House -

(i)

(ii)

of the names of the advisers to whom
official vehicles have been provided, the
number of official vehicles provided and
the details of those vehicles; and

separately of the fuel allowance provided to
each adviser, if they are provided with a
fuel allowance?

Will he state-

(i)

the names of the advisers to whom
telephone facilities have been provided by
now if telephone facilities are provided to
them; and



457 208Be®sInd 458

[0ct @85 @6 @wmn]

(i) separately of the amount of the telephone
allowance paid to each adviser, if they are
paid a telephone allowance?

(d) Ifnot, why?

od 0E.08. dDricews Duvm (emddm et

58S &@am129®0)

(orewstyLll@  stev.6TiD.  FhHTGFer -  sHwpe CFemeussr,

suaTEeurTHSET EOLOFFT)

(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena - Minister of Agrarian Services

and Wildlife)
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara on behalf of the Hon. Anura
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asked the Minister of Transport:

(@  Will he state-

(i) the total number of buses purchased on
lease by the SLTB ; and

(if) separately, the dates on which the aforesaid
buses were brought and the number of
buses brought on each of those days?

(b)  Will he inform this House of-

(i) the price of one bus brought as mentioned
above ; and

(if)  the amount of money that has to be paid for
one bus per month ?

() Will he state whether tender procedure was
adopted when purchasing the aforesaid buses on
lease?

(d) Ifnot, why ?
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(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of
Transport)
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [21st
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [His Excellency
Mahinda Rajapaksa]
Question again proposed.
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(Nrgdld FuTHTWST SjeuT6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?

o0 BOE 88moc ¢ B0 Dwma (D18@8® wo BE
8Os DEOsNDS &% 8o )
25Ce®xTned eswirnrmn®) )

(wrewryflg Blwsv APlurey & HAsveur - Firliurser, Bieusr
(PSTEDLDSGI6)
BV (BLD)
(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation
and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House
of Parliament)

I propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now

take the Chair.

O|EWLOFF (LD LT T EHLOGTM S FemL

g Sz &, e e3@® S,
aflsarr GG SLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

ePR® Hewlehrs  @Onemp® Gewmewssy @O
Hewsy, od gclwrd &.00.68. gefod Cwm §cres2990:8) Se.

YSATLIMS, LITSIE FLITBTUIST QYT 6T LY ITFensdlsoflsrny
YsVCau, LOTITLILONG YD)  6F.6TF.6TLD.  YEYVUT YU B6T
BEDGVGOLD UGS TIT FH61T.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.

Go06:t) BB

(semevenwHTHRIGL 2 DN SjouiTd6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! You may continue, Hon. Member.

@G Bedes gFDBNGED Owmo
(orenTLfl@ v HSSBTILISS)
(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)
ged pnwr Bw ydm e 5y
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(semevensTHRIGL 2 MILLNETT Sjouider)

(The Presiding Member)

Do not disturb the Hon. Member on his feet who is
one of your Members.

@0 @35T RO ® Owmo
(omevsryLll@ Begmest LT GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

We are asking for a clarification.

Gsvy0t) OIFn®o0

(sewevensTHRIGL o MILLNGTT S)ouTder)

(The Presiding Member)

You are the Chief Opposition Whip. So, you have to
behave well. You continue, on. ember -

[Interruption.] Do not try to be cynical.
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(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for
giving me an opportunity to speak on the Debate on the
Second Reading of the Budget for 2012. Next year, the
Government plans to spend Rs. 2.22 trillion for capital

and recurrent expenditure, according to the Appropriation
Bill, 2012. Compared with 2011, the Government has
increased recurrent expenditure by Rs. 80 billion, that is,
from Rs. 1,029 billion to 1,109 billion. Allocations for
capital expenditure have already been increased by Rs.
173 billion, that is, from Rs. 938 billion this year to
Rs.1,111 billion in 2012. Government expenditure can
only be met with heavy local borrowings. Although the
30-year war came to an end a few years ago, the United
People’s  Alliance  Government  has  allocated
approximately Rs. 230 billion to the Ministry of Defence
for next year, compared to Rs. 215 billion in 2011. It is
an increase of over 5 per cent. With an expected revenue
of Rs. 1.16 trillion and the estimated expenditure of Rs.
2.22 trillion, Sri Lanka’s income expenditure gap for
2012 is colossal, as it amounts to Rs. 1.06 trillion. The
current national debt exceeds Rs. 5 trillion and the
income we receive is only sufficient to service the debts.

The real problem the people are facing now is the cost
of living. We find that meaningful proposals have not
been included in the Budget to bring down the cost of
living. Almost everyone is affected by the cost of living
and the consumers are hard hit in the stomach. This is due
to the increase in prices of all consumer items: petrol,
diesel and kerosene oil. In the earlier years, prices were
increased only in the budget, but after Dr. N.M. Perera
became the Minister of Finance, he changed it and
increased the prices by gazette notifications. We are
following that now.

The economy of this country took a downward trend
with the nationalization of estates by the late Mrs.
Bandaranaike. That was a colossal mistake and even last
month the Government passed an expropriation bill to
take over about 35 enterprises.

According to the newspapers, the Committee on
Public Enterprises which investigated into 249
Government- owned institutions, has found that the losses
incurred by them during the period 2007 - 2009 exceed a
staggering Rs. 19 billion. The loss making institutions are
the Ceylon Electricity Board, Sri Lanka Cricket, Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation, State Timber Corporation,
Lankaputhra Development Bank Limited and Mihin
Lanka. Mihin Lanka incurred a loss of Rs. 1,221 million
in 2010. When this is so, | do not know how the Treasury
has found it possible to give another Rs. 10,000 million to
this airline? s it their private property or public money?
The Ceylon Petroleum Corporation incurred a loss of Rs.
12,343 million in 2010 and the Sri Lanka Transport
Board incurred a net loss of Rs. 830 million in 2010.

The Ceylon Petroleum Corporation is facing a severe
financial crisis owing to the failure to collect its debts
from Government institutions. The Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation has to recover Rs. 79 billion from several
Government institutions including the Ceylon Electricity
Board which owes a sum of Rs. 53 billion. According to



483 2011 e001®28 23 484

the Secretary of the Jathika Sevaka Sangamaya, the
Ugadanavi Power Project is indebted to the Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation for a sum of Rs. 2,387 million,
while the Sri Lanka Navy has a debt of Rs. 9,950 million.
The Sri Lanka Railway has to pay Rs. 3,364 million to
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation while Sri Lanka Air Force,
Mihin Lanka, Road Development Authority, Maga
Naguma, Sri Lanka Police and Sri Lanka Transport Board
are in debt for a sum of Rs. 2,378 million, Rs. 1,070
million, Rs. 592 million, Rs. 510 million, Rs. 227 million,
Rs. 118 million and Rs. 102 million respectively.
Therefore, the Government must take serious note of
these public enterprises, which are running at a loss and
see that they are efficiently managed either by the
Government or by the private sector.

The international ratings agency "Fitch" has published
a report on the recently passed expropriation bill and
warned that it can hinder investment in the country. It
states, “Sri Lanka’s new law that enables the Government
to take control of business could hinder investment in the
country, although much will depend on the scope of the
law”.

Mr. Presiding Member, as far as the electricity is
concerned, in Jaffna there is a power-cut almost daily.
The reason | understand is that the Ministry of Power and
Energy has given a contract to a Chinese company to
produce 30 megawatts of electricity whereas it produces
only 15 megawatts. Although the Ministry of Power and
Energy wanted to cancel this Agreement, a senior
Government servant in the Ministry of Defence has
prevented it and as a result, the people in Jaffna are not
getting the electricity from Lakshapana.

Sir, we have got a jumbo Cabinet. There are about 57
Ministers and some six or seven of them are called
“Senior Ministers” and they are not given any work. Do
we need such a jumbo Cabinet to manage such a small
country? Twenty Ministries are quite ample to manage
this country. Though there are 57 Ministries, there is
another Ministry called Economic Development which is
responsible for economic development of the country. |
am asking, “Do the other Ministries not do any
development work?”

I think a good feasible study was not conducted before
starting to construct the Harbour at Hambantota. Now,
we find that there is a massive rock in the seabed near the
entrance and Sri Lanka has sought Rs. 9 billion from
China to remove this rock. The Government also seems to
have spent about Rs. 40 billion to have the
Commonwealth Games at Hambantota but they have
failed miserably and they have unnecessarily wasted this
money. This is not their money; this is public money. Is
the Government so bankrupt that it has become necessary
to sell the lands near the Galle Face to a Chinese
Company to bridge the gap between the expenditure and
the revenue?

Mr. Presiding Member, the money allocated for health
and education is not sufficient. There are several poor
persons who need heart surgery and they are unable to
pay Rs. 700,000 to a private hospital. | understand that if
there are more Intensive Care Wards in the General
Hospital, Colombo, more heart surgeries can be done. |
request the Hon. Minister of Health to see that these poor
people can undergo heart surgeries in the General
Hospital. Also, several schools that were damaged during
the war have to be rebuilt.

Sir, the war in Kilinochchi was over about two years
ago. The war was fought in Kilinochchi and not in Jaffna
but about 40,500 army personnel who were in Jaffna still
continue to be there. | understand that temporary Army
Camps have been made permanent and the army is also
occupying about 1,000 private houses. What the Tamils
want is hormalcy and not militarization. It would be better
if the Army could be removed from Jaffna early because
of what is happening in Jaffna like the Grease Yakas and
the spate of robberies taking place. There is another
reason why the Army should be removed from Jaffna.
The President has said recently that there are no High
Security Zones in any part of Sri Lanka and that in future,
resettlement must be done by the respective District GAs
and AGAs. But, the Army is preventing resettlement. The
Government has also announced that resettlement can be
done by the respective Divisional Secretaries and District
Secretaries. Even the President has announced at the UN
that 95 per cent of the persons who were displaced have
already been resettled and rehabilitated. That is not the
actual position. The United Nations, in a report issued
recently regarding resettlement, has reported that in the
Districts of Jaffna, Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu, 117,888
persons have not yet been permanently resettled and
further in the North, the resettled people since they have
no houses, are staying with their friends and relatives.

In Maritimepattu Divisional Secretary's Division in
the Mullaitivu area, about 1,193 families consisting of
4,686 persons have to be resettled. In the
Puthukkudiyiruppu Divisional Secretary's Division, 4,199
families consisting of 16,374 persons have to be resettled.
In Mullivaikkal West, that is, in Keppapulavu, 317
families consisting of 1,336 persons have to be resettled.
The Keppapulavu village adjoins the village of
Vattapalai. Resettlement in Vattapalai has already taken
place and the people from Vattapalai have their
agricultural lands and their cemetery in Keppapulavu.
They are unable to do their cultivations and cremate their
bodies. | understand that the Army is preventing the
people from Keppapulavu resettling in that village. In the
Mannar District, people from Mullikulam are prevented
by the Army from resettling there. About 200 families
from Thirumurugandy, who are in camps, are not allowed
to go and resettle there. The Army has constructed a road
across the Thirumurugandy village and it prevents people
from Thirumurugandy from resettling there. That is a
serious problem.
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In the year 1990, about one lakh of people got
displaced from Valikamam North. Some people have
already been resettled. We went to the Supreme Court and
got a decision. The decision was that they should be
resettled. But, several people are still to be resettled.
According to this list I have here, there are 663 persons
from KKS West, 1,093 from KKS Centre, 549 from KKS
South, 765 from Thenmylai, 641 from Kurumpasiddy,
3,271 from Myliddy North, 696 from Thaiyiddy East, 745
from Myliddithurai East, 859 from Thaiyiddy North,
1,608 from Thaiyiddy South, 1,519 from Myliddithurai
North, 1,228 from Palaly South, 1,802 from Palaly East,
1,648 from Palaly North, 606 from Palaly North-West
and 809 from Palaly West, to be resettled. Then, also
1,146 from Tellippalai, 1,262 from Palai Veemankamam
North, 956 from Palai Veemankamam South, 509 from
Kadduvan, 972 from Varuthalaivilan, 1,596 from
Kurumpasiddy East and 1,336 from Vasavilan West have
to be resettled. So, nearly 26,000 people are to be
resettled in the Valikamam North area. All those persons
are living in camps with their children. They are not
overseas. | went and inspected the areas in which people
have been allowed to be resettled. Almost the entire area
is covered with bushes and there are snhakes and pigs in
that area. The people who have already been resettled
complained about those bushes. | understand that Rs. 25
million has been allocated for clearing the bushes. | have
written letters in this connection to the Government
Agent, Jaffna and | want those bushes to be cleared as
early as possible. Nearly 15,000 acres in Sampur were
taken over by the Government about six years ago for a
coal power plant and about 8,000 persons got displaced
and they are living in camps. The Government needs only
500 acres to have the coal power plant and the balance
can be used to resettle those people from Sampur.

Thank you.
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

QEaTren HemeVem LG THIGD 2 miliflesri euisGer, HeTml.

I am very pleased to speak soon after my Friend, the
Hon. C.B. Rathnayake, who spoke in this House. We are
both working in the same district and | am glad that the
Hon. Leader of the House and the Hon. C.B. Rathnayake,
when speaking about the people in the plantations,
always referred to me because | have now been
acknowledged as the person representing the plantation
people though | moved to the plantation area, the Nuwara
Eliya District, only one and a half years ago. The Hon.
C.B. Rathnayake spoke about giving employment to the
plantation people in the State sector. But, unfortunately
this Government is not interested in providing any
employment opportunities to the plantation people in the
State sector because if they were really keen, they would
have implemented Circular No. 15 of 1990, which was
introduced by the late President Ranasinghe Premadasa in
1990. It envisaged the recruitment of persons on ethnic
ratio through which the people of Indian origin got a fair
share of State sector employment. But, in 1995, this was
cast aside and up to date, it has not been implemented.
But, one and a half years ago, this same Circular No. 15
of 1990 has been implemented only in the Eastern
Province because it favours the Sinhala people who live
in the Eastern Province. Why should you not implement
this Circular all over the Island without discriminating
against those in the South, and providing it only in the
Eastern Province because it is advantageous to you? So, if
you are sincere about providing employment to the
plantation people, please urge your Government to
implement Circular No. 15 of 1990.

Mr. Presiding Member, while reading the Budget
Speech made by the President in this House, | observed
that it only looks like another manifesto of this
Government because it does not seem to provide for
implementation of the Proposals made in the Budget at
all. If it is a manifesto, you present it to the people to gain
the votes of the people. You are not bound to implement
those promises that you make before an election.
However, when you present a Budget to this House, you
have to take responsibility for implementing every single
proposal in the Budget that you present. But, however, we
do not see that happening. | will show you one example.
Under paragraph 54, in page 110 of the English version of
the Budget Speech for 2012 made by the Minister of
Finance and Planning, it states, | quote:

“l propose to build one million houses within six years.
Accordingly, many projects are in progress to renovate housing
schemes, build new flats for those residing in urban shanties, improve
housing facilities of those who were resettled and also to improve
substandard shelters in the villages, fishing and plantation areas.”
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Though he says this, we do not see how it is going to
be implemented. Probably he took this slogan of one
million houses because it was a popular project of the late
President Ranasinghe Premadasa, who not only proposed
it but also implemented, not one million houses but 1.5
million houses. Though His Excellency the President
proposes to build one million houses within six years,
what is the amount of money that has been set aside for
housing in this Budget? | went through the Budget
Estimates that had been presented to this House and in
page 538 of Volume 2, you can see the amounts allocated
under Capital Expenditure under the Ministry of
Construction, Engineering Services, Housing and
Common Amenities. In the year 2010, when the Budget
for 2011 was presented, there was an allocation of Rs.
800 million to build rural houses under this Ministry. | am
sure with Rs. 800 million, you cannot build even 500
houses. But this time, in 2012, that allocation of Rs. 800
million has been reduced to Rs. 600 million. So, while
you propose a million houses, you reduce the allocation
for housing from Rs. 800 million to Rs. 600 million.
Therefore, is this whole Budget Proposal not a farce? Are
you not trying to take the people of this country for a
ride? This only reminds me of the “Mahinda Chintana”
that was put forward in 2005 before the first Presidential
Election of His Excellency the President. In the “Mahinda
Chintana”, there was a promise made under Housing for
the Plantation People. The President or the then
Presidential Candidate promised that he would build
50,000 houses within a period of three years. This was
said in 2005. The Hon. C.B. Rathnayake was made the
Minister for Estate Infrastructure and Livestock
Development in 2006 and he was allocated funds to build
some houses. He started to build 4,600 houses in 2006
and up to date, those 4,600 houses have not been
completed. Each year, a little money is allocated, a few
houses are completed, but six months ago the Hon.
Minister for Housing, the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa,
stated in this House that still 1,400 houses remain to be
completed. Even if he states that 4,600 houses will be
completed by the end of this year, if you are going to
build 4,600 houses in six years, that means you can build
only 800 houses per year. There is a need for 200,000
houses in the plantation areas. At the rate of 800 houses
per year, you will take 250 years to fulfil the need of
houses for the plantation people. But now, you are
promising one million houses. Is that not a farce? That is
what we wish to ask.

Again, for estate housing under the Ministry of
Livestock and Rural Community Development, a further
Rs. 150 million has been allocated. Somebody who
proposes or promises 50,000 houses in three years
allocates Rs. 150 million for estate housing. With Rs. 150
million, you can build, maybe 300 houses. So, under these
circumstances, how are we to believe that this
Government is serious about the proposals it makes in the
Budget that was presented to this House?

There is another very serious proposal made in the
Budget. The Government, which said that they would not
be taking over any more properties under the
expropriation Act, are now doing the same thing under
the Budget. Maybe His Excellency the President
presenting the Budget last year said that underutilized
lands in plantations would be taken over and handed over
to others. Now, the Government has identified but has not
disclosed what they are and says they are going to take
over 37,000 hectares of land, which works out to around
85,000 acres from the plantation companies to give the
smallholders. Sir, when they say "smallholders”, I wish to
remind you that there was a promise made by the
Minister for Economic Development in this House last
year during the Budget Debate. He said that this land will
be distributed among smallholders and | raised the issue
of a social problem arising by bringing in smallholders
from outside the plantation areas into those estates.

I will quote from the Hansard of 29th November,
2010, where in Column 1283, | have stated as follows:

“You further say that if the tea plantation companies do not
cultivate the fallow land that they hold now, which is 65,000 hectares,
you will take over them and give them to the smallholders. Sixty five
thousand hectares is going to work out to

170,000 acres. There are enough workers in the estates who have
the experience and capacity to replant this. Give these land to those
workers to replant. Eighty per cent of the cost for replanting goes for
labour. They have it. They can put it free.

The Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, Minister for Economic
Development, interrupted me and said, "That is what the
President told". He acknowledged that the Government
intended distributing these lands that would be taken
from plantation companies, to the workers in the estates,
but today, again the Budget Proposals say that those lands
would be given to smallholders. So, are we not going
back on a solemn undertaking given in this House?

Sir, | wish to point out that the estate workers are
people who have lived in this country for 180 years.
During that period of 180 years, they created the
plantations; they nurtured it; they preserved it; they cared
for it and are committed to sustain it. So, it is fair that
they be considered as the first priority in granting these
lands. | am sure there are people around those estates
who would also like to participate in the programme of
replanting those lands that have been left fallow by the
plantation companies. They also could be considered to
an extent, but not in the middle of an estate, which would
cause social problems. But, in areas with large
populations, they maybe considered for allocation of
some of the lands.

Gos06:t) BTG

(semevenSTHIGL 2 DI SjouiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Member, you may continue with
your speech after the lunch break. The Sitting is
suspended till 1.00 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] in the Chair.

Bewrdes mom swisn®o

(ewdsseflsr Nrgls salsrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Yogarajan, you have eleven more minutes to
speak.

O 8. eefodads? ®nma
(oresrLyfl@ oy Guirsrregsir)
(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)
Thank you, Sir.

I was speaking about the distribution of lands that are
being taken over from the plantations. We know that
there is a history of taking over of lands. In 1973, the
then United Front Government took over all the
plantations, but they did not have a proper plan or
management. The Janavasama and SLSPC were created,
but they ruined the plantations. Over 150,000 acres of
valuable plantations were lost. They became fallow,
uncultivated lands at the end of the period. Then, these
were given to the companies. They have also failed to
replant to the extent that is necessary. That is why you are
taking over these lands. Sir, ensure that these lands are
replanted when you distribute two acres to each estate-
worker family. They should be permitted only to plant tea
in tea estates, rubber in rubber estates and coconut in
coconut estates and no other crop so that these will be
sustained. If you allow them to grow vegetables, they will
do it for two seasons, may abandon it and the land will
become fallow again. But, if you plant tea or rubber, it
would be sustained; it would preserve the estates for the
future.

Sir, in the Budget Speech, it is proposed to construct
three airports: one in Kandy, one in Nuwara Eliya and the
other in Iranamadu. As far as Nuwara Eliya is concerned,
even today SriLankan Airlines is operating an airtaxi
service twice a week. They have 10 seats, but | am told
that even today, they are not fully booked. So, with the
possibility of aircraft landing on the Gregory Lake, and if
you are not going to have even 10 persons to fly on each
of those flights, should priority be given to build an
airport in Nuwara Eliya? Is it to meet the needs of the
plantation people or the people living in Nuwara Eliya in
a more practical manner, in a way that it will suit their
needs that you are going to build an airport there? For
whose benefit is it? Is it for the benefit of the Ministers
who can fly up there every weekend or is it for the benefit
of the people who live in Nuwara Eliya? You are also
proposing to build an airport in Iranamadu. Just two years
ago, whenever the people in Iranamadu heard a plane

flying, they ran into bunkers. Even today, they are living
in fear because they have no roof above their heads.
Today when they sleep, they see the stars in the sky, not
anything else. So, provide them housing before you
provide them an airport using the landing strip that the
LTTE had built there. Consider your priorities. Is this
Government trying to satisfy the rich people, the youth
who are involved in sports of a very high calibre like
rugby, racing et cetera, or are you going to meet the needs
of the ordinary people? This is what you have to consider.
So, do not talk of airports for Nuwara Eliya or for
Iranamadu but talk of housing for people who are living
without houses. | am sure the Hon. Sajin De Vass
Gunawardena would not mind my saying this because
Mihin Air is not going to fly to Nuwara Eliya.

In this Budget, you have brought the provincial
councils totally under your control. They have been
allocated Rs. 130 billion for their sustenance and a further
Rs. 32 billion will accrue to them as share of taxes from
the Centre. What is this? Are you destroying the
devolution that was created in this country? At a time
when the TNA and the minorites are asking for more
devolution, you are destroying the devolution that has
already been created. Without taxation, without fiscal
powers, what is the devolution that you intend giving?
Through last year's Budget, you have taken back all
taxation powers of the provinces. The collection of BTT,
the only tax that the provinces were collecting, has been
stopped and now you are going to give out only doles to
the provinces. If the provinces are to look up to the Centre
for doles, what is the independence, what is the freedom
they are going to have in ruling the areas that come under
their purview?

We have a Finance Commission. Through the
Eighteenth Amendment, you have made the Finance
Commission important, but now it has no powers and it is
there merely to rubber-stamp what the Centre does. The
Finance Commission was originally envisaged to regulate
the share of revenue of the nation between the Centre and
the provinces initially, and then between the provinces
themselves. But, the Finance Commission has issued a
statement about a month ago stating that their
recommendations would come only after the Centre
prepares the Budget for this year. If the Finance
Commission is only going to distribute the funds that the
Centre is making available to the provinces, then there is
no point in having it. The Finance Commission is
supposed to recommend how the revenue of the State be
shared between the Centre and the provinces and then
between the provinces themselves. So, by this, you have
destroyed the devolution that has been created and the
devolution that the people especially of the North and the
East are yearning for.

Now, you speak about eradicating poverty. In 2007,
the Household Income and Expenditure Survey conducted
by the Department of Census and Statistics projected a 32
per cent rate of poverty level in the plantation areas of the
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Nuwara Eliya District. But suddenly in 2009, the same
department says that poverty rate in the plantation areas
has dropped to a mere 9 per cent. If the poverty ratio is
reduced from 32 to 9 per cent, then that has to be felt by
the people. The people should feel that there is an
economic revolution that has raised 23 per cent of their
people from the poverty level to a good life, but they
have not reported anything like that. We, who live among
the people have not felt that economic revolution; that
reduced poverty in the plantation areas from 32 to 9 per
cent.

Further, the Government has proposed the import of
3,000 cows to improve milk production in this country.
Do you know that there are 1.2 million cattle in this
country? Every year 200,000 cows are killed and every
year 200,000 calves are born, keeping the total number of
cattle stable. So, with 1.2 million, your importing 3,000
cows alone to improve the milk production in this
country, I think has no impact at all. | do not know whom
it will help and this is not enough for improving the
livestock economy of this country.

Thank you.

[&. ©o. 1.12]
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(omesory L0 1g.6TLD. FreumLAlBTg6iT)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Sir, the 2012 Budget was presented by His Excellency
the President with many headings such as "Social
Integration”, "A Caring Society”, "Development and
National Unity" and under many other categories. The
main theme of the Budget was to sustain the 8 per cent
growth that has been reached by Sri Lanka. To sustain the
8 per cent growth in Sri Lanka, we have to have
productivity. The investment ratio at the moment is 26
per cent of the GDP. If we have to sustain this 8 per cent
growth, our Government should increase the investment
portfolio to over 32 - 40 per cent of the GDP. With the
incentives proposed in the Budget for 2012, can this be
sustained? That is a big question. 1 ask this from the
Hon. Minister of Finance because as far as this Budget is
concerned, there has been no incentive given for Foreign
Direct Investment. It is a very important factor to
consider. If there is no Foreign Direct Investment to this
country, how are we going to sustain the 8 per cent
growth? That is my question.

The rupee has been depreciated by 3 per cent. By
doing so, the cost of living in this country is going to rise.
The export personnel may gain certain productivity but
the import personnel will not get that ranking. Therefore,
taking into consideration the present situation as far as Sri
Lanka is concerned, the country should give an incentive
to the people and to the investors. The question is, are we
doing that ?

The 3 per cent depreciation of the rupee by the
Government in this Budget is not within the fiscal policy
and such limitation should have been formulated by the
Governor of the Central Bank and not by a Budget. The
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Budget should concentrate on macroeconomic policies
and not macroeconomic variables.

Now, if you look at certain policies laid down in this
Government Budget, the duty has been reduced for
branded sports goods. That is very good. | must say the
youth of this country should take part in sports. They
should build their physique and be good citizens of this
country. Similarly, those who are undernourished too
should be given this same opportunity by reducing the
duty on consumer commodities. They should concentrate
on giving this to malnourished children also who need
these commodities in their day-to-day life. The Budget
should consider the poor man’s policy and that is very
important as far as we are concerned .

The increase of 10 per cent of the basic salary of the
Government servants, as you all know, is only an
allowance and will not be a part of the salary structure.
The Government servants will not gain any benefits on
such an increase in his pension. This allowance can at
any time be repealed by the Government.

Sir, the Government in the Budget has said that there
had been a 23 per cent growth rate in the Northern
Province. The GDP is calculated on consumption,
investments, public expenditure and exports, minus the
imports. What is the investment that has been taking place
in the Northern Province? | like to ask that question. The
roads leading to the Northern Province certainly are being
carpetted. Those roads are the same that were built by the
British. It is not a highway like the Southern one.
Therefore, the only conclusion that | can come to is that
consumption is the sole factor that has attributed towards
the growth of 23 per cent of GDP in the Northern
Province.

On the 6™ of November, 2008, His Excellency the
President in his Budget Speech had stated that through the
"Uthuru Wasanthaya", they are going to develop the
Northern Province, rebuild about 80,000 houses that had
been destroyed and also restore livelihood in the North.
He proposed to make an additional allocation of Rs. 3,000
million for this purpose and to make a further Rs. 500
million allocation to the Ministry of Resettlement. |
would respectfully ask the Hon. Minister of Finance
whether such allocation had been made and whether the
80,000 houses that were promised, was built. To the best
of my knowledge and understanding, this promise has not
been fulfilled by the Government.

Today, they intend to build a golf link in China Bay at
Trincomalee, a formula one racing track in Colombo, five
domestic airports and another international airport in
Hambantota. A port has already been built in
Hambantota, the construction of which cost a colossal
sum of money to Sri Lanka; that was spent from the
Government coffers and which cannot be utilized as per
the expectations. A fraction of this money could have
been spent for the underprivileged society in the North.

@0 gCwod 5.09.08. atdDd Owmn

(omeiTLyfl@ HVANTE 67.6T.6TID. SsTvauT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

There is a domestic airport coming up in the North.

@ 8.08. fDrBm0¢sT vz
(LomesorL L0 Lq..6TLD. FreuTLOBITSH63T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Once it comes, Sir, we will consider it.

I wish to bring to the notice of the Hon. Minister of
Finance that 300 employees were recruited by the
National Savings Bank about a week ago. | had the
opportunity of speaking to one of the officials in the Bank
and | just inquired whether there were any Tamil persons
recruited.The reply that | received was that not a single
Tamil person was recruited to the National Savings Bank.
The National Savings Bank is one of the largest State
banks, which | also at one time, headed. We have
branches in the North, we have branches in the East, we
have branches in the up-country and branches in
Colombo. But, not a single Tamil person has been
recruited to the Bank out of the 300 employees.

@6 gCwod 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Owmn
(LomessrL 0@ S|VADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Are you sure of it?

@6 8.08. 5D8m0¢sT Ownmo

(LomevdrL 0@ 1g.6TLD. FreuTLABTH60T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Sir, it is sure. When | spoke to that official about a
week ago - | do not want to mention his name now - |
was told that not a single Tamil person was recruited. |
have not checked it today but | was made to understand
that not a single Tamil has been employed. So, if this is
going to be the structure of the Government policy, if this
is what you are going to promise for the Tamils of this
country, are we really considering that the Tamil
community is going to gain their rights which they have
lost?

The Hon. Basil Rajapaksa had a Mega Development
Plan for the Northern Province. Has that plan been
enforced?

The Government is intending to give a Rs. 750
allowance to the respectable parents of the deceased
brave soldiers, which is a very commendable act. They
deserve it. But, | wish to inquire from the Hon. Minister
of Finance whether the Government will also consider
granting the same privileges to the parents who have lost
their children and to the children who have lost their
parents in the war?

A tax holiday incentive of five years for lagging
regions outside Colombo and Gampaha Districts was
granted for an investment over 30 million other than for
trading. The same incentive was available for the East;
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there was a tax holiday applicable even for trading in the
East. Why was this tax holiday never introduced or
enforced in the Northern Province? Only if such
investment incentives are given in the Northern Province
that the investors will consider investing in the Northern
Province. My question to the Hon. Minister again is, why
is there a discrimination to the Northern Province? By
doing so the Government is depriving the Northern
Province from being a viable investment zone.

The Government, after the introduction of the recent
Act for the acquisition of underperforming and
underutilized assets is introducing another legislation
where underdeveloped lands which were given to the
plantations would be taken over and distributed. This will
give a wrong signal to the foreign investors. The earlier
Act has prejudiced rights and this will aggravate it
further. If you are to sustain an 8 per cent growth rate in
this country, as mentioned in my earlier address, this type
of legislation should not be contemplated by the
Government as it will negate foreign investment.

The Government also intends to reduce 12 per cent in
the tax structure in hospitals. That is a very good move.
I must say that it is a very good move. If that is so, my
request to the Hon. Minister is that there should be a
regulatory system that will govern the patients who enter
these private hospitals. Today, a patient who enters a
private hospital cannot really afford to pay his bills. They
charge exorbitant fees. | think the Ministry of Health and
the Ministry of Finance should really reconsider that if
this 12 per cent tax incentive is going to be given to the
hospitals, whether it is applicable to the present hospitals
or to new hospitals, there should be a regulatory system
brought to curtail the charges by these hospitals from poor
patients who enter the same.

It was also proposed that distribution of dividends by
companies may be made by issuing script dividends. This
maybe in conflict with the provisions of the definition of
the Companies Act. It will also be inconsistent with the
principle laid down in the Supreme Court in the year 1939
in the case of Commissioner of Income Tax vs. Macan
and Markar.

The Budget also proposes to grant many tax
concessions and incentives to locally manufactured
articles, which are substitutes for imported articles. Whilst
this may be justified in case of food items in limited
markets as Sri Lanka, it may have been more desirable if
such concessions were given to the export industry.

Our neighbouring India is said to be the third largest
economy in the world and is going to be in another 10
years' time, the largest economy in the world. The Sri
Lankan companies should be encouraged to take
advantage of the Indian market, which is also growing at

8 per cent per annum, and that of some Southern Indian
States are growing at double-digit rates. Therefore, Sri
Lankan exporters should be encouraged to take potential
market opportunities in India.

With regard to tax concessions given to tourist
projects, | am made to understand by this Budget that the
tax advantage only accrues after profits are earned and in
some cases, the tax holiday period might expire before
such hotels make profit. As you are aware, after building
a hotel, you cannot gain profit till about five to seven
years pass. The depreciation of value, the price of goods,
the cost and many other factors are the reasons for that. |
wonder whether the Government's introduction of this tax
holiday and the profit margin are going to be accepted by
the tourist industry.

In this situation, | merely wish to tell His Excellency
the President as well as the Hon. Members of the
Government that the Northern Province has not yet
gained anything except the roads that have been built.
The people of Jaffna are not properly provided with
education. The education institutions have been very
badly deprived of facilities. I think it is not due to the
fault of the Minister of Education. When we speak to the
Ministry of Education, they say finances have not been
allocated.

The hospitals are not being properly maintained.
Houses are not being constructed and there is complete
turmoil in the Northern Province, as far as the citizens are
concerned. Fortunately, they are in a position to live
because many of their relatives are living abroad and they
are getting foreign remittances from them. Due to the
foreign remittances, the consumption in the Northern
Province is increasing and there is a 23 per cent growth
of GDP. That is the cycle that goes on. But today, for a
poor man in Jaffna, who has no control over his own
relatives abroad or who has no other incentive, the sole
asset is education. Education is his only asset and that has
been his asset for the last so many years. The Tamils in
the Jaffna Peninsula have got historical rights for more
than 2,000 years in this country. We have discussed what
discriminations the citizens of the Northern Province
have faced. We have discussed that for the last 50 years;
there is nothing more to be discussed. I think it is the duty
of the present Government, which really got rid of the
terrorist movement in this country, to prove the
genuineness of the Government policy as far as the
Tamils are concerned if the diaspora is to invest in Jaffna
or for that matter, in Sri Lanka for the sake of its growth.
As far as the foreign countries are concerned, they are
zealously looking at us, wondering whether we are
genuinely doing what is needed for the Tamils of this
country. But, | feel the opportunity is not being properly
utilized. The National Savings Bank is just one simple
example where 300 employees have been recruited, but
not a single Tamil. Is this going to be the policy of the
Government? That is exactly what we want to know. We
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can have manifestoes; we can promise to do things. But,
are we doing those? As my Friend, the Hon. Yogarajan,
said, it does not have to be just a manifesto. We have to
see that those are enforced and the enforceability has to
be carried out by the Government, showing genuineness
to this country and its Tamil-speaking people.

Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Chairman of
Committees, for giving me an opportunity to speak today.

[4. ©o. 2.38]
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Please wind up now.

@0 Destn eedmed @um
(wrehrfl@ ausphs SjgielantCr)

(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare)
Please give me three more minutes.

Bewrdes mdm swisn®o

(ewdseflsr LNrsls salsrari jauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That will be reduced from the time allotted to the Hon.
Sujeewa Senasinghe.
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluwihare)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Janaka Bandara to take the Chair?

@6 Bedes MOEEwde )

(orenrLfl@ Flsvenw srevefluiss)

(The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadde)

| propose that the Hon. Janaka Bandara do now take
the Chair.

gz Sz &, e e3@® S,
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMHMYS CIBTOTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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YUTHET HENGVEMLD 6UB]55 T FB6IT.
Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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“National Gem and Jewellery Authority, State Mortgage and
Investment Bank, Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation, Sri Lanka
Telecom were several institutes which had recorded a significant
decrease in profits over the years.

The most alarming fact is that the decrease of revenue of institutes
like State Mortgage and Investment Bank, Sri Lanka Rupavahini
Corporation and Sri Lanka Telecom is around 90 per cent by the year
2009.”

©® 2w®OE a¢ D100 eBIN® MOsTenT, 5200
©0 OB n0B. @@z COPE 208500008 501 ofers).

Cey-Nor Foundation Limited, Mihin Lanka (Pvt.)
Limited, SriLankan AirLines e®asfQews? @ gcwndd gzmoa
®E. 0ol DME ECHL PPNRO® BN DEOMDIB B
COPE oo8mned w@ewsd mOm, GRowzmoid o
OGO, & Ded® dedr ®mewddm o W ®E.
20008 cg HBm Bdvcmewsy Bwwd 24.88 Bedw
Pewudsry Ayeed, GCowmnGi®d ©d OEROA. @gdds
gdws’ gy o@ewes wde e® 000 I gdEtedl,
$08wod 2@en O gdENedE e®@m Bwwd 50 ¢ ds gug
8 B 28 eedin . vi8, et oD
Bodsiens? 20108 wagf aewdesm Bwwd 21.60 swm 9:3¢,
G058 ©O OBIEnOA.

S0t OIEn®o

(sewevensTHRIGL ° MILLNETT SouTder)

(The Presiding Member)

O OIEROA, VIS BHOF SHd E¢HD PICEHE
988 0@ Beam .

@0 5380 eudm 8. Owm

(orenTfl@ sefou Crardmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

w0 00 OEROB, & Ded® e@dowvmnig
BCR® O ®D WE. & OB 7O 98 WmOYn sy
WO BT G ©® DmmaBed B Wi @® DxisaBe
805y gdensy 53 e 158 S50 e0mD. e®svvmsie
BCEIRWO -

00 ee®@Fc 88eum Ovm (eweds §PIm1HSI)
(orenTyfl@ ewwsHNLT APICFET - FHTHTT eWLOFFT)
(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena - Minister of Health)
FEBHS YR DO S0,

@0 980 eemBw» Ovmo

(omevsrLll@ Fefou Crerdlmias)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

gums  0z0edd, & gEn Beses). quosis.
e®00HBBIC BRIRW B SBBE dBwm 70 005y »S
BRew, ¢qOBnOAB. VIROT ® gu O eCIDeWsY
Rew 0053 6 Beadmde? @ “Daily Mirror’ sped
wewsy OB, -

@0 @@ 83ewm Swmn

(oressryLil@ s fumrew APICaerr)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

OTEROB, 0@svrnmnsie Bcined @ ©0x oent
2007 #2008 @wed 25018 ¢&.

@G 380 eudm 8- Swm
(orenrLyfl@ Hefou Crasrdlmbis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
gdoc m@ed -

@0 @e®@Bsc 8ewn Bwm

(revsryLll@ ewwsHfumrey APlGaerr)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

02000 953D, 03 9uIm. 2007 “530:8 @iwed
25018 ¢ 80w ofen’.

@G 380 eudmB-w» Swvm

(orerLfl@ Fefou Cresrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

HOBROB, Bod DD D WD Sen. OO SrNd
8 Bedsiesy.

@G ee®Bsc B8etdm dwm

(orenrfl@ sowHHMLTe APICFer)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

DL, BN, DYTINsTeE gens Yme WO, ImE.

FEBHS YR DO B0,

@0 889 eudnB-» Ovmo

(revsrll@ #efou Carevrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

DD, BDND, DD OO 5O VIR BO68 mIIm
00T, [P BEO] VIO @S Y@ ®ID BIwd
38 Do WOBTD Bowrs ©euv® - [P BBO] @@z edsIe
G0 - @i BEO®] 08, 0@ ¢FHS @csI.

G220 @IE S0
(BewevewETHRIGL 2 Ml lesri ojeuiaer)
(The Presiding Member)

OC OIER® G HOBIB. [Dodd BBO]

@G 380 eudm 8- Swm

(orenTyfl@ Fefou Crasrdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

2 OBROB, 28 RO D WIBTeBT B ©BT. [P
BBO] OBROA, VIR Do RO @B @ O@Bneoxn
91360 VDY@ BwsTesy, -[@ BOO] a8 @IHSD Dot
WOBIesy By 0. VAN DB CedmD osy. &
30D & O OB, VIR®s 058w #@BDJew e53.
&g Bewo D O 9. FGD6 BewlwdE Beazmdo,
O53B00ew s G WODHEEIO Dot OB Py BB, &
Bem o 5de m»® In&ed med 8 Jnm BOGE
DO, VAROTEo 8D 0w dRwO ¢8 devwm® emdOJ
Do WOBIBY @1 E? [@oddo RIS

G806 O5IEn®
(swevemwsTHRIGL 2 Miliilesi jeuider)
(The Presiding Member)

®0 OB H® O WOBIH.

@G 80 eudnB-» Svm

(oresryfl@ sefou Crerdlmis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

@5 00m efedm D BO evostm #ORR®A. The
"Daily Mirror" of 19th February, 2009 states, | quote:



557 208Be®sInd 558

[061 838D eedmrBn @wmo]

“The total amount of money estimated for the project is Rs. 70
billion.

Of this amount, Rs. 500 million had been allocated in 2007, and the
project is expected to be completed in 2013. The Government has
allocated Rs. 3,600 million for this year and is expected to spend Rs.
12,000 million next year and Rs. 18,000 million in 2011.”
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(LomesrLyLfl@ HVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6uNT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | should describe the seventh
Budget presented in this hallowed House by His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa as a "Brilliant
Budget". It shaped to cater towards a grand development
process proclaimed and presently being efficiently
enacted by this Government according to the "Mahinda
Chintana", which the President himself launched when he
was contesting for his first Presidential Election. Sir, |
take extreme pleasure to state that as a Member of
Parliament for as long as 20 years, | have participated and
spoken in as many as 20 Budget Debates.

This is decidedly a development-oriented Budget
catering to the immediate needs of every section of
society, specially the farmers, the labourers, the teachers,
the students and their education and the ranaviru soldiers
who sacrificed their limbs in the cause for peace and
eventually established the much-needed peace. Various
facets of poverty alleviation too have been addressed in
the allocation of welfare expenditure. The establishment
of SMEs in all districts by State banks and the proposed
financial assistance extended to the armed services and
the Police Department and their families are good
proposals in this Budget.

I heard somebody shouting from the other side this
morning saying that armed personnel were only a very
few and serving them will not solve the problem of the
large majority of the masses in this country. What an
ungrateful statement that is! If not for the heroic soldiers -
the armed forces and the police - Sir, you will not be
seated there in that Chair presiding over the House, and
we will not be here in this House today.
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Sir, a country has to honour the people who served the
country. This is happening all over the world. But, due to
shortsightedness and political blindness, | should say, the
Opposition come out with statements of this nature. Do
not belittle the army. The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake was
earlier saying in this House itself, “8802%08w0 wmes
B ©1c0dBwd wmds. gB0md) wmdr BB @)
em." | am always reminded of this and it was the Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera who said, "e®» ea5®=5. You
cannot win this war. If you say that you can win this war,
it is a lie. You can never win this war”. They vowed in
this House. Now, these are people born in this country.
They should have a sense of loyalty and patriotism. They
must feel that they belong to this country. When we die
our, corpses are not taken to America, London, Germany,
Japan, India, Pakistan or to Saudi Arabia. No, we will be
buried in this country. We were born in this country; we
live in this country; we inhale the air of this country; we
eat what is grown in this soil and when we die, we are
buried in our own oil. So, people must remember that. It
is said that everyone contributes his mite towards the
development process, with a view to taking this country
to the next level in achieving the envision of growth. Sri
Lanka is now unique being an island of peace and on the
high road to development.

Sir, yesterday | heard somebody from the Opposition
referring to this Budget as "o#8=3mnE-zmoce" in this
House. This could be told only by a person who himself is
blind, who cannot distinguish between black and white
and who does not understand anything. This is not, a

"0esdtenEomde” Budget. ©@ o00m0 Busiend “wd
e’ 98s¥c cfe® @om o® Budget om; qw Ow
odomw. ©0m wddendvwg Budget omx. ouds?
8900 OFERO efecm exfe? “wsd” Buwsiesy,
Bog. “dond’ Busterd BCE. “ve” Butery Boe.
[D080 BB Dol 56mn®0 @@ BwEr @¢sInm.
o®nm w&dendwe Budget s, ds@amn es0edd, this
iS a unique Budget; awmcaw Budget o=z, exfoiemic?
@® wodmam ©50e08. @@ ewie B.ui. Jm Bewo ©®
Bomdr, e® m0® e® OO R WOy B »Os
2 Bcso.

Bewrdes mOznemn®

(WrglF FUTHTWST Ui d6i)

(The Deputy Speaker)

OG0 OBIEnOB, VIO D Donderw ©OHE
BodsTes.

@0 gCwod &.00.08. 23Dl Swvm
(LomeTLL0l@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, are we going to adjourn at 6 o’clock?

Bewrdes mOznem

(Nrdld FUuTBTWST SjeuTesT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, but there are four more Hon. Members to speak.

@0 gCwd 5.09.08. 2tdD8 Owmn

(omeTLyfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. SsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Okay. If that is so, Sir, I will conclude my speech
soon. Please give me three more minutes. | thought I had
15 minutes and that is why | was speaking at a slow pace.

Sri Lanka is now a unique country. We are
surrounded by nations who are sadly afflicted with
continued curse of terrorism and dastard destruction of
mankind. We are now a remarkably blessed country
working towards sublime concept of *“all beings be
happy”. Such a lofty idea will surely be a reality in the
short period ahead. This Budget certainly will contribute
towards achieving that state of prosperity and peace.

Therefore, Sir, now | would in the usual traditional
manner, which | used to finish my past speeches on the
Budget Debate, turn a little poetical in Sinhala.
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It being 6.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned. Debate to be resumed on Thursday, 24th November, 2011.
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It being 6.30 p.m., MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, 24th
November, 2011, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 08th
November, 2011.
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