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The Parliament met at 1.00 p. m., MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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ROAD: FINANCIAL PROVISION

1084/°11
8. o0 addm sBdes Bwm
(1oresor1fl@ Lg% Liglyew)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
s BIED® W BT ©¥  g@isn@ieesy &y
ydme - (1) :

(2 (i) ©mw0c edfwed, amdeds geddw ww AE
godas ng 883 0wt CeosD, @-CE
30 1995.0824 2» § Gowo gmosigm
2®5008 BTBed ®ed w6 OBsT GBwd
gy 00w eRH YPIRWD o O G

PRSR



665 2011 gendesn 24 666

(i) ©® @8wed ¢dB.8. 15 & s®w O PO,

(il) ©® @Bved @c®vm om0 Y §dws
@08 DI OB WmE VB ol wwmed S
&8 58, @00 ©¢ emdee 308 1002 &
¢0 8@renw t:080HB WS ©BNSA O,

(iv) o8 “oymded ©PNeO® WOEHOEO
SRR DD 8D aB O,

5@ esiermde?

(@) () ©© @8os IRNIR 00 COZVOOD HOGR)
ey e 088 w-dddme BB WOWH
wosiesie;

(i) Ve ®, d mdeac;
(il) & wewo yBwes 00T S Bede;
@535y O EO® w5 ¢BIDsTeEH?
(1) ovnded5®, d @sie?

2 _greah I L&, LTEHTeRTFe» LISET SjewwdFeanrd Gosl L allerm:

(=) () WTSSemM Tl L S0 db@reven UlrGss Fewu
g epswsll LUrGsasdlenist Sjemipbgierer 6lsTL_svsv
augbs urweTeusey afd), 1995.08.24 ouiv Flag)
@ eviiena @lqwirdssr
QUTSHOTRT YWHEmE  CPVID HYTHSGF OFTHS
wrer  ofFewer  UrsLeriu@Sslul Hsitarg)
6TGITLIENSU|LD;

FEUTH TS

Garaedlagd

(i) @euafdlufssr Ford swomi 1.5 S).18. sTesrLIED S W LD;
(i) @euafdluiesr yrbLepd  G)mudluyid
CurTsGaurssl aODUTHI  PUOBIGDLSSELILIL (B
@evLphaisysitar 100  BHpi  jerallsomsr
ugdeow  alBszsl CFiw BLaugsms Gom

6UTHETLI

Qs rerariiLL_ailsbensy eTeTLIENSGW|LD;

(iv) @eerTed whseT  CUITHEGMUTSEH  CLEHHSDL

THUL_(D6TeT6) H6TLIED S| LD
Sjeui yMleumymr?

(=) () @eaefdowu pebdoarss Cursgarssss
gppeury SUlallpss) QFiusH@ BL6UlgdHeHs

ST(HLILITTT 6TETLIENSU|LD;
(i)  osusurprullesr strIGLITG) 6TESTLIED S W|LD;

(i) @asposar BHF agpur@ssr GuHOsTereTiiLIL
(HSTETEITAUT 6TEITLIENSU|LD

Ui @\FFemudh@ Mlalliuryr?

(@) @sCmev, reir?

asked the Minister of Local Government and Provincial
Councils:

(@ Isheaware that-

(i) the Godellawatta-Pamanwella road in the
Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha area has been
declared as a road belonging to the government
through the Gazette Notification of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
dated 24.08.1995;

(ii)  the distance of this road is about 15 kilometers;

(i)  although the beginning and the end of the road
had been renovated to enable vehicular traffic, a
100- meter stretch in the middle of the road has
not been developed; and

(iv) the transport activities of the people have been
severely hampered as a result ?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether action will be taken to connect the two
ends of the road and develop suitably for
transport activities;

(i)  ifso, when; and

(iii)  whether financial provisions have been allocated
for this purpose?

()  Ifnot,why?
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(The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake - Deputy Minister of
Local Government and Provincial Councils)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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MAHINDA CHINTANA MANIFESTO: SAMURDHI ASSISTANCE
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@) @meb, erein?

asked the Minister of Economic Development:

@)

(b)

(c)

Will
@)

(i)

will
@

(i)

he state -

whether a bag of nutrients is provided at present
to pregnant mothers of Samurdhi beneficiary
families, as stated in Mahinda Chintana
manifesto; and

whether measures are taken at present to provide
a gift pack containing baby care items at the
birth of a child of a Samurdhi beneficiary
family ?

he inform this House-

whether action has been taken by now in line
with the statement in Mahinda Chintana
manifesto that the Samurdhi assistance would be
provided to any family with a disabled member,
irrespective of its economic status; and

if so, the number of families that have been
benefited under that, by now ?

If not, why ?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - Deputy Minister
of Economic Development)
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(@) @erCmev, eyear?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha Sasana
and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of police personnel and armed forces
personnel who have gone for UN peace-keeping
work from the year 2000 to date on per year
basis;

(i)  the amount paid for a soldier or police person by
the UN;

(iii)  the countries where they are deployed; and

(iv) the number of Sri Lankan security personnel
deployed per country?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) whether there is any other purpose that soldiers
and policemen are sent overseas for
deployment;

(i)  if so, the places they are sent; and
(iii)  the purpose of sending them to said places?
()  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering
Services, Housing and Common Amenities:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the number of housing loans provided to the
people of the Matara District by the Housing
Development Authority during the period from
the year 1977 to 1993; and

(ii) the total value of the housing loans granted
during the aforesaid period?

(b)  Ishe aware that -

(i) the then government took measures to write off
housing loans granted to the people of the
aforesaid district from the year 1977 to 1992;
and

(if)  even legal action has been initiated to recover the
loans thus written off ?

(c)  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the basis on which action is being pursued to
recover the written off housing loans from the
recipients of loans; and

(i)  whether action will be taken to stop the process
of recovery of the aforesaid loans ?

(d)  If not, why?
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(W) @sCme, seir?

asked the Minister of Technology and Research :

(@) Will he state the total amount of money spent by the
Ministry of Technology and Research on the ‘Deyata
kirula” exhibition in 2011?

(b)  Will he state-

(i) separately, the expenditure borne by each
institution and department of the Ministry on
that exhibition;

(if) the functions carried out by those institutions
and departments; and

(iii)  separately, the amount of money spent on each
of those functions?

(c)  Will he state the Head of Expenditure of the Ministry
out of which funds were allocated from the last Budget
for the above mentioned expenses?

(d)  If not, why?

o0 08nd g&dmm Pvm (mfses 0 sledven
Blowdts g@imsn®)

(orevsTyLll@ swuFT wWevguT - CBTfevmI L1, Syrmiidd) Ny
O|EOLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Deputy Minister of
Technology and Research )

Hon. Speaker, | answer this Question on behalf of the
Minister of Technology and Research.

(@)  Total expenditure borne by this Ministry on "Deyata
Kirula" 2011 exhibition amounts to Rs 5,588,029.20.
(Rupees five million five hundred eighty eight thousand
twenty nine and cents twenty.)

Sir, | will table* the answer for (b) (i), (ii) and (iii)
because, it is a detailed answer.

* ww1e@uw On Hd» ¢ 8EneS 206!

* FLTiS G360 sweudss i’ L aflsorulsr ugs]
* Part of the Answer tabled:

b} (i) 11 (eleven) Institutions are functioning within the purview of this Ministry and total
expenditure barne by each institution on "Deyata Kirula” exhibition is as {dows.

Institution Total amount spent on "Devata Kirula” exhibition

Mo | Rs. 121.601.89 f
Institute of Fundamental Studies (Rupees One  hundred twenty one thousand six ‘

hundred one and cents eighty nine)

Rs. 57008100 ‘—I

( Rupees Five hundred seventy nine thousand one

02 Industrial Technology Institute

hundred and eighty one)
| Rs. 252. 98600

- .|
( Rupees Two hundred fifty two thousand nine

03 Sri Lanka Accreditation Board

hundred and eight six)

[04 TNational Science and  Technology | Rs. 11.520.00

Commission ( Rupees Eleven thousand five hundred and twenty)
Rs. 62. 400.00 ,

(Rupees Sixty two thousand four hundred)

03 Sri Lanka Planetarium

|06 | National Engineering Research  and | Rs. 635,700,00
Development Centre of Sri Lanka ({ Rupees Six hundred thirty five thousand seven

hundred)

IR 332,054.27

| ( Rupees Three hundred thirty two thousand fifty four

07. | National Science Foundation

and cents twenty seven)
Rs. 323.346.00 -

|08 Sri Lanka Standards Institution
(Rupees Five hundred twenty three thousand three
hundred and forty six)

| Rs.848,163.00

( Rupees FEight hundred forty eight thousand one

09. | National Research Council

hundred and sixty three)
TRs. 108.810.45
{ Rupees One hundred eight thousand eight hundred

10. Sri Lanka Inventors Commission

ten and cents forty five)
11 Arthur C Clark Institute for Modern | Rs 374.960.82

Technology

( Rupees Three hundred seventy four thousand nine

hundred sixty and cents eighty two)
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Following are the functions carried out by the above said institutions coming within the purview
of our Ministry at the "Deyata Kirula® Exhibition in 2011.

01.  Institute of Fundamental Studies

Institute of Fundamental Studies had exhibited posters and distributed leaflets with the aim of
disseminating new information found by them from the projects and research which had already
been implemented and enlightening the public about these findings.

For example, the public had been made knowledgeable about the advantages and disadvantages
of using geo thermal power, the method of using geo thermal power, substances unknown to us
obtained from indigenous trees, Tuberculosis, contribution of cyano bacteria in the production of
food and medicine and diseases caused by the said bacteria and bio fertilizer production. Also
tests had been carried out to find out the quality of water in areas in the dry zone such as Buttala,
Wellavaya and Thanamalwilla and filters used to remove excessive fluoride in water had been
displayed.

0z Industrial Technology Institute

Samples of potable water obiained covering the Moneragala District by the mobile laboratory of
this institutions had been tested for chemical and micro-bacterial contamination.

In addition to this, the technology of cultivating herbs which is unique to the Moneragala district
had been provided to the public by this institution. Further, the public had been also made aware

of how the farmers, manufacturers, entrepreneurs and businessmen could be linked via e-farms
website.

With the objective of creating an interest for the subject of science in school students various
programmes had been implemented.

In addition to this . among the functions carried out by this institution providing instructions and
knowledge to resolve the technical problems encountered by entrepreneurs and making the public
aware of technologies found and improved by the institution acquire a prime position.

03. Sri Lanka Accreditation Board

Programmes for making doctors and Laboratory Technicians in the Moneragala and Badulla
districts knowledgeable about the process of accreditation had been implemented and during the
exhibition period the general public had been enlightened about the process of accreditation.

04. National Science and Technology Commission

The public had been made aware of the Science and Technology Policies formulaied by the
commission through notice boards.

05. Sri Lanka Planetarium

Necessary astronomical knowledge had been provided to school students, teachers and the
general public who participated in the exhibition by making use of the mobile planetarium of the
Sri Lanka Planetarium.

06. Sri Lanka National Engineering Research and
Development Centre (NERDC)

A concrete foot bridge introduced by the NERDC centre had been constructed in Moneragala
District and a water tank with a capacity of 7000 liters had been constructed at the
Hambegamuwa Debaraweva Viharaya, making use of the low cost ferro cement technology.

07. National Science Foundation

By conducting seminars on Nano Technology and bio-diversity the National Science Foundation
had taken measures to enhance the knowledge of school students in the Buttala and
Thanamalwila areas. Also the public had been made aware of the latest findings of researches
undertaken by the institution through posters.

08. Sri Lanka Standards Institution

The general public as well as small, medium and large scale industrialists had been made
knowledgeable about the services being provided by the Sri Lanka Standards Institution.

09. National Research council

The National Research Council had taken sieps to enlighten the general public about matters
pernaining to various fields with the contribution of university professors, doctors, foreign
medical teams and university students from various faculties, and to create the necessary
background in finding-out and treating the infants borm with Down's Syndrome at the
Moneragala District Hospital while providing the university students with the opportunity of
liasing with and presenting information to various parties

10. Sri Lanka Inventors' Commission

The Inventors Commission had taken measures to provide encouragement to inventors and to
create the necessary background in this respect.

11. Arthur C Clarke Institute for Modern
Technologies

Night observation camps had been conducted for school students by the Arthur C Clarke Institute
prior to the exhibition and the public had been made knowledgeable about the institution during
the period of the exhibition.

(b) (iii)
institution as | have mentioned in b (i), had been fully spent on the functions carried out by the
respective institution.

The total amount of money spent on "Deyata Kirula" exhibition by each

(c)  This expenditure had been borne under the Ministry of
Science and Technology popularization vote subject no.
133-2-3-2-2502 (4) of the 2011 Budget.

(d)  Does not arise.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Speaker, | do not have those figures at the
moment.
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:

@)

(b)

Will
()

(i)
(iii)
(iv)

v)
(vi)

he inform this House-

the renewal granted on the grace period and
payback of loans taken from the multilateral
agencies and friendly countries on bilateral basis
for last four years;

as to when such facilities were granted;
the purpose it was given for;

whether there is any initiation Fee, Commitment
Fee, Management or Administration Fee,
Insurance Premium, and or any other costs in
different names pertaining to the aforesaid loans;

whether they are one off payments or annual
payments; and

the total amounts to be paid per year on aforesaid
costs which impacts on the country as a cost
factor?

If not, why?
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Hon. Deputy Minister, | may not agree with the first
part of the answer. Then, going on further now what is
your answer for (iv) with regard to the commitment fee
et cetera? | did not get a proper answer for that.
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Sir, the Standing Order No. 29(2) states, | quote:

"A question must not be made the pretext for a debate"

Sir, he is doing this from the day he came to this
House. He violates the Standing Orders all the time.
Therefore, Sir, as you stated to another Member the other
day, there must be a special class held in order to educate
him on how to ask questions, like in the House of
Commons.

Thank you.
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All | can say, Mr. Speaker, is that older people can
give the younger people better advice than these old
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Every circus has to have a clown. He does that to the best
of his ability. So, I guess, this is his way.
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whether plans have been made to establish new
computer laboratories for schools in the year
2011; and

the amount of money that has been allocated
from the budgetary allocations in the year 2011?

Will he inform this House-
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the number of government schools which do not
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subject of computer science;
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whether action will be taken to recruit new
teachers to overcome the aforesaid shortage of
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if so, the date on which it will be done ?
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asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering
Services, Housing and Common Amenities:

(@  Will he inform this House of the number of houses
destroyed in the Sainthamaruthu Divisional Secretary's
Division during the Tsunami disaster in 2004 ?

(b) Is he aware that 460 houses are still needed to fulfil the
needs of the Tsunami victims?

(c)  Will he state -

(i) the action to be taken to help the Tsunami
victims who are still in Camps for nearly 7 years;
and

(i) any possible deadline before which the housing
requirements of the  Tsunami victims are
fulfilled?

(d)  If not, why?
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(@  Will he state the total amount of money spent by the
Ministry of Child Development and Women’s Affairs
on the "Deyata Kirula" exhibition in 2011?

Will he state-

(i) separately, the expenditure borne by each
institution and department of the Ministry on that
exhibition;
the functions carried out by those institutions and
departments; and
separately, the amount of money spent on each
of those functions?

Will he state the Head of Expenditure of the Ministry
out of which funds were allocated from the last Budget
for the above mentioned expenses?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Ports and Highways:

(@  Will he inform this House of the names of land owners
identified in Survey Map No. PP/AM/ 3737 who had
been paid compensation for their lands acquired for the
development purpose of Oluvil Port?

(b)  Will he state whether Mr. Yousuf Lebbe Uthuma Lebbe
of 4/11, Central Camp, Navithanvely, had been paid
compensation for his land identified and acquired as Lot
No: 2 :as per Survey Map No. PP/AM/3737 under
reference No: AD/DS/LD/LAOH/26?

()  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardana - Deputy Minister of
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Presented by the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, on behalf of the
Minister of Labour and LabourRelations,

to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 06th September, 2011 and
to be printed.
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SRI LANKA EXPORT DEVELOPMENT ACT: ORDER
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Plantation
Industries)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Industry and
Commerce, | move,

(o888 wmE&sin

“That the Order made by the Minister of Industry and Commerce
with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance and Planning, under
Section 14(1) of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of
1979, relating to Cess, and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1695/31 of March 04th 2011, which was presented on 22.07.2011, be
approved.”
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Bewedss 0w swinBn®s
(ewssafler Lrdls sallFreari Seuiser)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Order, please!

®©G BE®OS ewlededDssy Owmo
(renryfl@ FefllG o Cuir@shsrveurer)

(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)

Qxerren Gudhseflst LITdld salleTeri jeuisGer,-

Bewadss m0m swisBn®r

(ewdsailer Lrdls sallFreri euiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Qaeryeu 2 miiifleri SeuiasGer, s BILAL D QuTmkiser!

There is a point of Order being raised. Hon. Alhgj
A.H.M. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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(swssaflar Nrds sailsreri ojsuider)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay. Thank you.
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FHigssrl L alloyslsrCGmer. 9Fle eriiliys Gsrifle s
Hpds &
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@0 Leld endbim Pwm
(wrestyfl@ SCerreiy @ smTouisHenr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdes m0m eswresBn®o

(swssaflar Nrds sailsreri ojauider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.

@0 Lo¥d @endidm @wm

(wrenryfl@ HGesrely @ euwTouieur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, we would like to raise this issue for the second
time. The Hon. Member’s speech is totally irrelevant to
the subject under discussion. The subject is about
plantations: rubber and tea. The Hon. Member is
repeating himself and the subject that he is trying to deal
with is totally irrelevant to the subject that is being
discussed.

00 gCd £.00.08. 208 Bwmn
(el @ SVADTED 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeV6uIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

It is against the Standing Orders.
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©0; LoTd @endiRm Onm

(wrenryfl@ HCBesrey @ evwreuser)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

It is against the Standing Orders. You should not
allow this. This is a wrong convention that we are going
to create at this rate.

Bewdss m0m swisBn®s

(ewsseailer Lrdls sallFreari euiser)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

wrensryllg — CurGseveursr — euisGer,  LITTTEHLOGTD
pleweoulwh S LewersEhs@ Suurn  Oerny o ewgwrHm
Geuewwrmip.  Blewevullwmh S L ewensEhdh@ o Uil el ws
sewarts Guamiser!

®©0; BB ewvleddDosT Owmn

(wrevryfl@ FeflG o Cuir@assrveurer)

(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)
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PUBIGL USHTSSlV PHVTeuL St uswilwrss GOl
ul@erer  LNGrrewenruilsd '@evmiens shmiwd  llallksslE
FlLb' eterm @O LUl BerenGs sailr, '@ pliui ehmiwg
steorm  GOIULL LU ellévensv. 5Ge, preT  (B)evniendgs uilssr
THMISBET  FOLUBSLWTSSSTET CuakdlarGmesr. Bresr  @GDIN
Ueug  Berly  gomwgd! @)g  @evkiensulsyient
STHMIDEEGH6T YL BIGHSTDS. @& CsTLiTurs @big Gude
BD& @)L 106V G WISTM 6D, BT6dT 6T6OT ) GugHlsmeur
BissiHeaTCmeir. germed, @etm  @evmiensullst  THMILBE
SlewmuilGev-

©d 8. Buetds ®nmo
(wresryflg Quir. LNwGser)
(The Hon. P. Piyasena)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Beweds 102 eswinBn®r

(swssaiar Nrds sailsreri ojsuider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. P. Piyasena.

©6 8. Bueds ®nmo

(wressryflg Qur. LNwGser)

(The Hon. P. Piyasena)

SHELTWSE, @)bs BT 19C0 Cohemeuuilevsvrs s ausbBlewi
srglidbs Aulleri  urlll  euBASTHITSET  6TdTM BT BISG6T
FHCsHSHTCmmi. @)bs BTiewL L1 UTHISTSS S TFTOIH,
@etm Wseyh o srergwrer ylalssls S L Bisemar Gun
QErewt(h) sumAleTngl. B)Hs Couswerullsy, @euissr CpewauwiHm
BT  WhEMaTE GTewry, eusbslsewerts urlidl, Bewr@Ib
Ber @ Newpwrer suflulled @)bg BriewLujb OrengFujb
weEmeTu|ld Csra®h CFveugn@ WwnhAsHeaTpriger. 'Slifen'
LETIFHEIT 6TEITLIGI, 6TLOGI S|LOLITEDM LoTeuL L Gdlepiid -

Bewadus 102 eswinBn®r

(swssaiear Nrds sailsreri ojsuider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. Please sit
down. Hon. Yoheswaran, you can carry on with your
speech.

®©S; BB ewefewdedddsy ®nmo

(wrewryfl@ Fefll$sioN Cuir@ssveureir)

(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)

Qxerreu Gupssefler Urdls sellerert oeuiasGer, Bmer
GBI G

alll_(hssmer iy weflger GCsrLiurer ofllwrisemerd & 1qd

@B ammiwg  QsrLiurer el whismerd

&TL19Bevredr. erred, HreF Hriieri semear Goum allswrss
Slewg FwmULN, sBIGeTgI Wi WETHT FHHBI L Sews WewMoHH
YHu@SSToTissT. YsCeu, @Bl rF SriileTmebeL LTesT
QaTLiyew(®); SjeuisEhewLw s GLUT 96T HPsTesr @)
BIDIgs oG
staorm GsL(h), BTedr stergl 2 ewreww  Ggd GlGTLFTLosy
BIMIG S5 6 reiraslesr Gmed.

BOLOUDISSTDGI. @)HWeT 2 L 6TIg T

Bewrdes mom swisn®o
(Gwdsafler Urdls sallFreri Sjeuiger)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
pestas.

The next speaker is the Hon. T. Ranjith De Zoysa.
Before that, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. Alhaj
A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?

@0 By evedch Bum (Bedn dRwr §dEAB wo
90 00 §LImBR®)

(wressryfl@ 1gevmresr QuUGrymT - QeuaflBr B Gsusmeveuriiliy
2ard@GafllIL), FVGSTTIOL|ENS HEDLOFFT)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Foreign Employment
Promotion and Welfare)

I propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.

g S8z 8o, s @8 Sas.
aflsarr A BIGSLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

RGO Bowles i ©Ied® Gowmnewssy pbsf
Hews, @0 gCwId S.00.08. geddS Bwwmo Eerwzdied Sw.

Y&aT LIS, SUpsseflar LITH)G SallFreri yauiser ysslrmreE
TGSV YHVCB6, DTG YVIDTED 6F.6T5.6TLD. YV
YU BT HEMVDLD UBIS5 TN B6NT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left the
Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A H.M. AZWER took the Chair.

[a. 0. 3.06 ]

@0 3. 685 ¢ @036 O

(wresryfl@ . 76hedls & QFTiiFT)

(The Hon. T. Ranjith De Zoysa)
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(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member. We welcome this
proposal to increase the subsidy given for replanting of
tea. The Hon. Minister and the Hon. Member who spoke
before me mentioned in this House that 68 per cent of the
tea is being produced by smallholders. This has come
about mainly because of this subsidy that has been
extended to the smallholders. It has been very useful and
it has helped to increase the yield in the smallholder
sector. That is why the production from the smallholders
is twice the quantity produced by the RPCs and the State
plantations though the acreage cultivated by them is
smaller than the acreage cultivated by the RPCs and the
State plantation companies. The smallholders are
producing as much as 2,300 kilos per hectare whereas the
RPC-managed companies are producing 1,200 kilos per
hectare. The reason that this RPCs are not coming up to
the level of the smallholder is because they have not
indulged in any replanting for the 19 years that they have
been holding these estates. The plantation companies
were brought in because the State found that it will not be
able to invest in these plantations any further and they
were sustaining losses at that time. So, to reduce the
losses the Government decided to privatize the estates.
At that time, the late Hon. Savumyamoorthy Thondaman,
though a trade union leader, supported privatization
because he felt the need for more investment in the
plantations. However, the RPCs have not invested in
these estates but they are only taking the profits of these
estates.

Yesterday, my Colleague, the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake, questioned the Minister about the recent
wage increase and its impact on the estates. The
plantation companies are trying to make out that they are
running at a loss because of this wage increase. | am
glad that the Hon. Minister of Plantation Industries
yesterday stood by the unions and said that the wage
increase was necessary under the Collective Agreement
and that was due to the workers and that nobody should
grumble about it, but ways and means should be found to
overcome the losses of the plantation companies. The
plantation companies are complaining that the
productivity in their estates is low. But, | do not accept
this claim by the plantation companies because in 1992
when the RPCs took over the management of these
estates, the number of workers in these 21 companies was
430,000. They have now reduced that to 220,000.
However, the total production from the plantation
companies has increased by 25 per cent during these 19
years. That means, 25 per cent more is produced by 50
per cent of the workers who were employed in 1992. So,
the worker productivity has more than doubled whereas
the production in the estates has increased by 25 per cent
and they cannot complain about the workers not being
productive. The productivity is lacking because the big

companies have not invested in replanting like the
smallholders. We all know that the life of a tea plant to
yield the maximum is about 50 years. Many of the tea
plants in the estates owned by the RPCs are about 100
years old. These companies were expected to replant so
that they also could have increased the yield to 2,300
kilos per hectare. If they had increased the yield to 2,300
kilos, the cost of production per kilo would have been
much less than now and they would have been able to
have good profits. When the estate is productive, the
workers have never refused to bring out the yield. There
are norms set on estates. In the upcountry, it is between
16 to 18 kilos per day per worker, but in the South where
replanting has been done and there is green leaf to pluck,
the production is as much as 22 to 24 kilos per day per
worker and they have never grumbled to do that because
the leaves are available to pluck. So, under these
circumstances, the companies painting a story of their
being almost compelled to increase wages and having to
face losses, is untenable. The Ministry of Plantation
Industries should understand this. The companies which
were given a 53-year lease on the understanding that they
would invest and develop these estates should come
forward today to invest, improve and get profits and not
just to maintain the estates and make profits.

After all, each of these estates or RPCs was sold to the
present owners for a mere Rs. 100 million. Today, you
cannot buy 100 acres for Rs. 100 million whereas they
got as much as 6,000 to 8,000 hectares or 15,000 to
20,000 acres for a mere Rs. 100 million. The expectation
of the Government then was that they would each invest
up to maybe Rs. 1 billion at that time, so that the yield
could have been increased and the estates could have
been sustained. | am sure everyone would understand that
as much as the sustainability of the estate is important, the
sustenance of the workers on the estates is also important.
With inflation eating into the living standards of the
workers, it is necessary to increase the wages every two
years as per the Collective Agreement. In 2007, there was
a wage increase of 40 per cent negotiated by the trade
unions. In 2009 again, the wage increase that was
negotiated came up to 42 per cent. However, in 2011, we
were able to obtain only a 27 per cent increase in wages.

Hence, there is no reason for the companies to
complain about the increase in wages. Taking the
sustenance of the people in the plantations into
consideration, the poverty index was calculated in 1992,
which year coincides with the privatization of the
plantations and it was calculated at 22 per cent in 1992.
However, 10 years later, in 2002, the poverty index in the
plantations was estimated at 32 per cent. So, since the
plantation companies took over the estates, the poverty in
the plantations had increased by as much as 10 per cent.

However, there is another aspect that we have to look
into. In 2007, the poverty index continued to be 32 per
cent and in 2009, suddenly the Department of Census and
Statistics announced that poverty had dropped to 9 per
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cent. If the poverty index can drop from 32 per cent to 9
per cent within two years, there should have been an
economic revolution in the plantation industry and in the
lives of the plantation people. But, we did not see it. So,
how are we to believe the statistics put out by the
Department of Census and Statistics? This is the question
that arises. Hence, | believe that the plantation workers
are not getting their dues.

The increase in wages will definitely increase the cost
of production. But, the prices of tea have been improving
continuously and the price of Sri Lanka tea or Ceylon tea
is unique compared to other competitive countries. The
price of Ceylon tea in 2010 was US Dollars 3.25 and it
has increased to US Dollars 3.48 in 2011. So, prices have
increased by as much as 7 per cent in dollar terms.
Unfortunately, in rupee terms, however, it has increased
by only one rupee: from Rs. 370 in 2010 to Rs. 371 in
2011. Generally, the plantation industry compares the cost
of production and prices in South India with that of Sri
Lanka. The price of tea in the Cochin Auctions in 2011 is
US Dollars 1.84 and in 2010 it was US Dollars 1.67,
whereas at the Colombo Auctions, the price is US Dollars
3.48 in 2011 and US Dollars 3.25 in 2010. When you
compare these two, the price of tea sold in the Colombo
Auctions is almost double than that of South India, which
is a comparable tea producing area.

So, under these circumstances, the companies
complaining that they are unable to sustain the estates by
increasing wages is not acceptable to the industry or to
the workers in the industry. The companies themselves
are aware that they have to replant to get a better yield
because as | said, if the age of a tea plantation is over 50
years, to sustain the industry at least 2 per cent of the
acreage must be replanted each year. But, the average
replanting during the last 19 years of the companies
taking over is in the region of 0.2 per cent which is far
below the expected area that should be replanted and it is
against the expectation of the Government when it gave
these estates on lease to these companies. So, they too
have to do their part; without only exploiting what is
available on the estates, they must do replanting.

Out of the 21 companies, there are two companies
which are showing large profits. One is the Malwatte
Valley Plantations PLC and the other is Watawala
Plantations Limited. How are they able to show a large
profit? It is because they have invested in their estates
during the past few years and they are getting higher
yields and bigger profits and they are entitled to that.
There are other companies owned by some people who
only play in the share market; whether the industry is
running well or the plantations are doing well is not
important to them. They only watch the indices in the
stock exchange and feel satisfied when their share values
are going up. For them, it is another investment and not a

commitment to an industry that is important to this
country. So, if we are to sustain the tea industry, it is
important that these companies become more responsible
and invest more to make money and not expect to just
make money by exploiting what has been given to them
at a throwaway price. In 1992, when these estates were
given to these companies, they were sold at a mere Rs.
100 million, I was told. So, for them, today, making Rs.
200 million or in that range is quite a lucrative profit. So,
they should not be complaining about giving higher
wages to workers, but must do their part to improve the
estates.

The Hon. Minister spoke about fallow lands within
the estates.

He also said that they were doing a survey and it is
between 15,000 to 20,000 hectares. Hon. Minister, it was
told in this House by the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, | believe,
that the extent is around 65,000 hectares and not 20,000.
As the Hon. Member who spoke before me, the Hon.
Ranjith De Zoysa said, the companies are not disclosing
the real acreage available, unutilized or uncultivated. So,
we have to do a strict survey and there is more than
65,000 hectares.

@0 8xi¢ ©3®E8.w Owmo
(wresrfl@ wadlbs Fwrdbis)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
Can | make a clarification?

O 8. eefodads? dnma
(wresstLyfl@ <y i. Guirsrregsir)
(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)
Okay.

@G @8vic 3®GE.w» Ownmo
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

We have sent teams to every estate. There were
teams sent from the Ministry of Plantation Industries, all
graduates, and they have gone to every estate and
personally looked at the lands and it is those statistics that
I brought before the House today. The 65,000 hectares
that was mentioned earlier may have been also the
smallholder extents and Government lands identified as
being available. But, I can tell you that as far as the RPCs
are concerned, there are 23 RPCs; we have now a full
report and | will be presenting it to His Excellency the
President in a day or two. It is approximately 15,000 to
20,000 hectares. And, | also want to tell you that - | am
sorry for taking your time but I think it is important that
you know this - as a result of His Excellency the
President making the announcement last year when he
presented the Budget that he is giving six months for
these RPCs to cultivate uncultivated lands, nearly 6,000
hectares have already been cultivated. That was also a
very advantageous position that we derived as a result of
this announcement but certainly it is around 15,000 to
20,000 hectares.
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I do welcome the fact that you have sent graduates to
look into it. It maybe that they have been taken for
conducted-tours in the estates and have not been shown
all the fallow lands. I think that aspect also has to be
looked into. Further, whatever land that is there, Hon.
Minister, you said that those will be cultivated with
vegetables or some other plants. | request that it should
not be done that way. If it is a rubber estate, cultivate only
rubber, if it is a tea estate cultivate only tea so that the
whole estate remains a plantation for the future.
Otherwise, people who cultivate vegetables would do it
for two seasons or three seasons and then they may
abandon it or convert it into a housing land. But, if it is
tea or rubber, once planted, for 50 years they could take
yield and they would not attempt to abandon or convert it
for any other purpose. So, it is important that it should be
tea or rubber and nothing else.

Further, when | spoke in this House during the debate
following the Budget Speech of His Excellency the
President, | mentioned this issue. The Hon. Basil
Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development was in the
House and he was commenting on the speech that | was
making. | spoke about the subsidy at that time and said
that they were paying only two and a half per cent of the
total cost. | also said, “I am very glad that you are here to
listen to this so that you will do something about it
because you are the only person in this Government who
understands matters and works".  "There are other
Ministers too," he said. Then, I said, "No, | have not seen
a single Minister except you". He further said that if the
tea plantation companies do not cultivate the fallow lands
that they hold now which is 65,000 hectares, he will take
over them and give them to the smallholders. Sir, 65,000
hectares is going to work out to about 170,000 acres.
There are enough workers in the estates who have the
experience and capacity to replant them. | said, "Give
these lands to those workers to replant because 80 per
cent of cost for replanting goes for labour. They have it
and they can put it free”. Then the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa
said, “That is what His Excellency the President told”.
The Hon. Basil Rajapaksa stated in this House that these
lands would be given to those estate workers who live
within the estate and who can look after these plots. They
can replant and they can be given an acre each. As | said
earlier, the cost of replanting today is about Rs. 800,000.
Out of this, the companies say, Rs. 600,000 goes as
labour cost and it is only Rs. 200,000 left for inputs such
as the plants and the fertilizer. Rs. 600,000 is available
with the worker, the labour, he is willing to invest it free.
If he can be given a loan of Rs. 100,000 per acre - that is
out of the subsidy of Rs. 250,000 you are extending - that
will subsidize half the cost of other goods. If he can be
given a loan of Rs. 100,000, he can replant his one-acre
land. He has the knowledge and the love for the
plantations. His sustenance is dependent on the
sustainability of the plantations.

G520 OB
(BDVHWLSTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Hj6uiTs6iT)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you time is up.

@0 8. esIcrdsy Onm
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(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Okay. So, the best thing would be to give the land to
the worker in the estate. If you bring outsiders who are
tea smallholders, you are also creating a social problem in
the estate. Therefore, | would request the Hon. Minister
to accept what the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa said, that the
President wanted to give it to the plantation workers.
Follow that and give these lands to the plantation workers
so that they will be able to look after these estates, replant
and grow the tea. Thereby, they will also be able to
contribute to the economy of this country while looking
after and sustaining themselves.

Thank you.

[4. ©0. 3.45 ]
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(The Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni De Zoysa - Deputy
Minister of Education)
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Hon. Member, you have one more minute
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. R. YOGARAJAN left the Chair and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.
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I think your time is over.

@5 @00 edfnen yEn SIS Bvm
(orerLfl@ sweudglin seOTBIS) GrramesT LsigL@Lry)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rohana Pushpa Kumara)

Please give me one more minute.
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*....many manufacturers improved the quality of their products and
enhanced productivity enabling them to face the new competition. They
achieved higher levels of value addition by incorporating design aspects
into the production process, focusing on branded products and catering
to the high end customers.”
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Page 95 of the Annual Report 2010 of the Central
Bank states, | quote:

“The Middle Eastern region continued to dominate the foreign
employment market, accounting for more than 90 per cent of the
departures for foreign employment, with the majority consisting of
housemaids”.
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Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka.

You have got seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation
and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House of
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair,
and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA
WEERAKKODY] took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Plantation
Industries)

I move,

Qu@pBECHTL L &

“That the Regulations made by the Minister of Plantation Industries
under Section 22, read with Section 15 of the Tea Small Holdings
Development Law, No. 35 of 1975, and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1701/1 of April 11", 2011, which were presented on
13.07.2011, be approved.”

g S@wz 8, s ®®m Se.
aflearir AHSHLILIL(B) sTHmISCIBTeTenTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe )

I can give him an explanation but it will take a little
bit of time.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

We have already finished debating it.

06 @8xsie 8OGB-w» Swm
(wressryfl@ wadlbhs Fwrdnis)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
Then, 1 will speak to him outside.

Bewedss mOaznemn®)
(N suTHTWST Sj6uTser)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Okay.
DEN DO
phHevaliy]
ADJOURNMENT
oG BeE 88 ¢ BED ®nmo

(wreryflg Blwsv Anflursy 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question proposed.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam)
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdehs D100
(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuirder)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order?

@0 g8 5.90.08. g0l Swm

(LomevsTLLOl@ SILADTED 67.6T&F.6TLD. HysVV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, the Hon. Member made an allegation regarding
the conduct of an Hon. Minister of this House. That must
be expunged.
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That portion will be expunged. Whatever is contrary to
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7.14 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
25th August, 2011.
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