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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m., MR. SPEAKER [THE
HON.CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.

2BNBHD S

(FUTBTWST Sy6uTSH6NT)

(Mr. Speaker)

28Be00xIn ®OYn B88AC 0w wwied dud®xs 2011
@BRCNT O 23 O D, OB ¢ x wed 86 4.000 &ed
BE m000de 503000 Bwudn 05 IO wwmd On
eR® 90 u8® O BuE ©¢r00® e®8s qH® ¢y
DO FenS.

G8 eCa508w 8w 1Yd®
Fsoriilésiiul L LGS TBIser
PAPERS PRESENTED

1) DO 010D 44(2) OB OuDLEGD WOy Bwde @),
2007 gm 48 co Bedds edee wiadt) Ag smes 2 OB DosIBw
oo Deds edge vl g BOIBIVeWsT BB BOSw@
887 wogsy D, 2010 18 @8 20 0B qozm 1672/1 ¢om ¢
Beods 0180 sped 8¢ WOT) C1a B®w;

) PAYDO D1DEed 44(2) OB DuDEGD Wy Bwds @,
2007 gom 48 ¢o Bodds 0dee vIast) Ag vmren 2 OB DosiBw
wOor Bods edge vIedd) g BOIBIVeWsT BB BOSw@
B8sY 830 gD, 2010 dFendas 29 8xvA gom 1677/35 ¢o» a8
Beds 080 vped vg ®07 1@ Bwudas;

3) PHAYDO D10E0ed 44(2) OB DudED wOw Bwds @,
2007 g 48 ¢o) Bodds eDe vwIgdt) Ag smen 2 OB DorIBw
WO Sede edee wIedd) ¢ WOIBTVEWsT BB BOSw@
8857 wes gD, 2010 0¢e®a8 09 85nB gom 1683/22 ¢om ¢
Beds ©©d sped 8¢ OB C1a) Be®w; t5H

4) (235 OB alwades ) by mwsmen 10 OB DoxyBwe
wOerw gmwm Bo, mEn ©w®dVews’ § owddnd
(2010.11.22 8xnB a-m 1681/13 ¢o» aB Beods owd ©pw@).-
[260®am5®0 5t FJD @062 W0 YOSz WOYR) 45 ©Sy 2.8).
B3CD) @m0 EOMDO  ©J Lesid QendEnm Snmn)

3600060 O HJa ¢gol HBewlw o> &
FUTLTL_GE60 3) 5555 st 1_swemuil_iLi’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

eusled®
LD&B)| & % 61T
PETITIONS
od S.00.00. o8 Owm (Nedm B»OGR
8®a32®0)
(orewsryLll@ 1. e1d. erb. Quemerd - BET SIS

S|OFEFT )
(The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie - Minister of Urban Affairs)
Hon. Speaker, | present a petition from Mr. A.M.
Sujeewa of No. 10/31, Sri Kalyani Gangarama Mawatha,
Mattakkuliya.
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(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake - Minister of Culture and the
Arts)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - Deputy Minister
of Economic Development)
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - Deputy Minister of
Construction, Engineering Services, Housing and Common
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena - Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning)
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SECURITY FORCES OF NORTHERN PROVINCE :
PRIVATE HOUSES AND INSTITUTIONS
0682/°10
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(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)
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sTCIGLITg)

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs :

(@  Will he inform this House of the number of private
houses and institutions that are being occupied by the
Security Forces in the North including Kilinochchi?

(b)  Will he state as to when those places will be given back
to the original owners?

()  If not, why?

©6 Cosld @@wmdiRm Owm (Scudsm W
Bcedum glmun® ©w el idded gm
3-8 0)

(orewsryllg  SCereiy GewTouTHAT - [BT6ULPBIGHED, 6MLgdT6V
MLOLIL] SHWFFHLD T FThIGS SrLiLiler pshHEHTeVTEFTERIID)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Water Supply
and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)

Sir, on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | answer Question
No. 5.

(@  The private lands, houses and institutions which are
being used by the Army are approximately 1129, while
35 private lands are being used by the Navy.
Approximately 32 private houses and relevant lands,
and two paddy mills and relevant lands are being used
by the Air Force in the Palali Camp, which is situated in
the Palali High Security Zone. No private houses are
situated there, while there are approximately seven
private lands in the area used by the Air Force (Vanni)
which belong to the Special Operations Group.

(b) 472 private lands, houses and institutions which belong
to the civilians and used by the Army have been handed
over to them while most of the remaining was given for
utilization by the civilians themselves. Some parties
have not established their ownership over the houses
and lands nor made any requisition. It is planned to
hand over the houses, lands and institutions as soon as
a requisition is made by them. A decision has not been
taken to hand over some of the institutions and houses
which are situated in the High Security Zones as Army
Camps are already functioning there. It was observed
that it is necessary to carry out the functioning of the Sri
Lanka Navy Camp, and resolution matters of particular
lands which are suitable to establish the camps are
being performed by the Divisional Secretaries. There
are no houses in the Vanni area used by the Air Force
and it is expected to hand over the private lands that
belong to it to the relevant personnel within the time
period of the next 90 days.

(c)  Notapplicable.

@0 8.8, 303 BC5T Bwmo

(omesstLyfl@ eTib.67. Lo TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Sir, my first Supplementary Question is this. The
Hon. Minister referred to houses within the High Security
Zones. Today’s newspapers report that His Excellency
the President as having stated that all High Security
Zones in the North have been dismantled. | would like to
know where these High Security Zones are in the North.

o0 Bexld endidm Onm

(wressryfl@ SCerrey @ smrouisHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Speaker, the High Security Zones have been
gazetted and been in operation for the last 20 years and
we have been reducing the area. The Hon. Member is
unaware of it. | think he should first visit Jaffna and go
through the relevant files as to the background. Secondly,
His Excellency the President did not make such a
statement. What he said was that they are being scaled
down. In fact both of us, the Hon. Minister of External
Affairs and myself, were also present at that time.

@0 8.8, 03 BT5T Swmn

(omesstLyifl@ eTib.67. Lo TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

My second Supplementary Question is, the Hon.
Minister is persisting in saying that there are High
Security Zones in the North and that they are gazetted. As
far as | know, there are no gazetted High Security Zones,
particularly the Palali High Security Zone has never been
gazetted. Is the Hon. Minister aware that that has never
been gazetted and that there is a Supreme Court Order
also to that effect?

@0 Lol @endbdm @wm

(wrevryfl@ HGesrely @ euwreuieur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I do not want to refer to the Supreme Court Order. If
there is such an order and if the Hon. Member can
produce it, we will answer that question. | do not think
you have the reference. But, in relation to the Emergency
Regulations, we have earmarked and gazetted -
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@0 98.98. 0BT wmo

(omessLyif)@ 6Tib.67. & iofbTedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I want to know whether there are High Security Zones
that have been gazetted as High Security Zones in the
Jaffna Peninsula. That is the question. | also add that
there is a Supreme Court Order in the case of the Hon.
Mavai S. Senathirajah versus the Attorney-General. The
question is whether you are aware of it?

®0 Loxtd edSdm dwm

(wrenryfl@ HCGesrey @ 6vwTeumseur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

As far as the defence operations are concerned, in the
last 20 years we have very clearly, by regulations, stated
where the High Security Zones are and they are being
scaled down fast as | said. Already 472 private lands,
houses and institutions have been handed over to the
civilians. So, we are in the process of handing over, which
you must accept is happening. If you go there you could
see, Sir, that the farmers have moved in. | have seen it
with my own eyes; the farmers have moved into the lands
that have been released. So, that is the position. We will
continue to scale down those zones.

@6 . Brxnen@bB Swmn

(oresrfl@ 9. allprwsepisas)

(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

The third Supplementary Question, Hon. Speaker, is
whether the Hon. Minister is aware that the Defence
Secretary and the Government Agent have told the press
that there are no High Security Zones in Jaffna. My next
Question is, when are you going to hand over the houses
at least to the people in the North?

©0; LeTd @endiRm Onmn

(renryfl@ HBesrey @ 6wreu i)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

When you say the North, it covers about five districts.
Could you be particular, could you please pose the
Question clearly?

@G &. Bx0weoYB Swvmn
(oredTLflE o). ellprwsapiss)

(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)
That is, the part of Elephant Pass.

©0; LeTd @endiRm Onmn

(renryfl@ HBesrey @ evnrTeuser)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Which part of Elephant Pass? Is it the part you cannot
go to?

@6 . Brxnen@bB Swmn
(orerfl@ 9. allprwsepisas)
(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)
The Jaffna District.

@0 Le’d endiRnm Ownm

(wrenryfl@ HGesrey @ ewTouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Ah, the Jaffna District. We are scaling down the
zones, Sir. We have brought the area down to one-third of
what it was. You know that there are landmines. Hon.
Member, do you want to walk on landmines?

@6 &. Brnwo@B Swm
(wressrfl@ o). alprwsepiss)
(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)
No, no.

@ Lo¥d @endidm @wm

(wrevryfl@ HGesrely @ euwrouieur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

We do not want any civilian to get injured.

@6 &. Brnwo@B Swm

(wressrfl@ o). alprwsepiss)

(The Hon. A. Vinayagamoorthy)

I do not know whether the Hon. Minister is aware that
the demining group has already given a certificate that the
demining is over.
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FARMERS ENGAGED IN HIGHLAND FARMING IN
KALPITIYA: FERTILIZER SUBSIDY
0848/°10
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

@)

(b)

Is he aware that-

(i) the only agricultural economic centre in Puttlam
District is situated in Norochcholai in the
Kalpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha area;

(if) the Kalpitiya Pradeshiya Sabha area is covered

by a long belt of infertile sand;

with that infertile belt of sand that has been made
fertile by the application of chemical fertilizer
including urea, the farmers of that area very
successfully produce about one-third of the red
onion, vegetable and fruit requirements of Sri
Lanka; and

(iii)

(iv) despite that fact, the subsidy provided by the
Government for urea and other fertilizer for
paddy cultivation is not available for the farmers

who engage in highland farming ?

Will he admit that it is proper to provide the fertilizer
subsidy available for paddy cultivation also, to the
farmers of the very difficult area of the Kalpity
Pradeshiya Sabha who toil with highland farming?

©
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If so, will he inform this House whether action will be
taken to provide that fertilizer subsidy to the farmers of
Kalpitiya as well?

(d)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development:

@

(b)

©

(d)

Is he aware that-
(i) 42 plots out of the land called Gangeyaya
situated in Perakanatta Grama Niladhari
Division of Wilgamuwa in Matale District were
distributed among landless farmers in the year
2002, after holding a land kachcheri;
(if)  those land recipients were chased away by other
persons later and they have forcibly taken
possession of those lands; and
(iii)  even though the land recipients who were chased
away as mentioned above have complained
about this, no inquiry in that respect has been
held so far?

Will he submit to this House the list of names of the
land recipients according to the distribution of land
carried out in the year 2002?

Will he state whether steps will be taken to inquire into
the complaints lodged by the land recipients chased
away from their lands, ensure their ownership and
resettle them?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether the fact that elimination of cigarette
consumption has been included to the “Mathata
Thitha” programme;

(ii) the consumption of cigarette and Beedi in Sri
Lanka per year for the last 5 years;

(iiiy  the amount of cigarettes and Beedi produced
locally per year for the last 6 years;

(iv) the amount of cigarettes imported to the country
over the last 6 years; and

(v) the revenue earned through taxes imposed on
local production and imports of cigarettes and
Beedi for last six years per year basis?

(b)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(@  Will he state-

(i)  whether the construction work of the Ralithulai
Bridge, which was proposed to be constructed in
the Trincomalee District, has been completed ;

(if)  if not, what its current state is ;

(iii)  the estimated cost of the construction of that
bridge ; and

(iv)  the amount of money spent so far?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the name of the institution that invested money
in the construction of that bridge ; and

(if)  the name of the country that granted aid and the
amount of money so granted, if foreign aid was
received for the construction of the aforesaid
bridge?

(c)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the name of the institution which is carrying out
the construction work of this bridge ;

(i)  the basis on which construction work was
assigned to that institution ;

(iii)  whether tenders were called for the purpose of
assigning construction work ;

(iv) separately of the institutions that submitted
tenders and the bids forwarded by them, if
tenders were called for assigning construction
work?

(d) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - Deputy Minister
of Economic Development)
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asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering Services,
Housing and Common Amenities:

@)

Is he aware that-

(i) a plan implement by the Housing Development
Authority to sell the remaining plots of land of
the Raddolugama Housing Scheme has been
suspended on a complaint made to His
Excellency the President by its residents ;

(if)  the recommendation made in this connection by
the Presidential Investigation Unit has been
conveyed to the then Chairman of the Housing
Development Authority and the Secretary of the
Ministry of Housing and Construction through
the letter Ref: No. SP/4/2/4/2/1 dated
28.02.2006; and

(iii)  in the aforesaid letter it has been stated (briefly)
‘Since the residents have enjoyed the remaining
small plots of land for nearly 23 years, His

(b)

©
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Excellency the President has drawn his attention
to transfer them by sale to the residents. It is
hereby informed that it is advisable to allot the
road surrounding the Raddolugama Housing
Scheme from plot 1820  and to transfer by sale
plot 1819 to adjacent neighbours™?

Will he take action to execute the above order of the
President without delay?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa - Minister of Construction,
Engineering Services, Housing and Common Amenities)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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asked Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha Sasana and
Religious Affairs:

@)

(b)

(c)

Will he inform this House-

()

(i)

(iii)

whether an organization named North East
Rehabilitation and Development Organization
(NERDO) has been registered in Sri Lanka ;

if so, the date on which the aforesaid
organization was registered ; and

the objectives of establishing the aforesaid
organization?

Will he state the place where the office of the aforesaid
organization is situated, the names of the heads of the
organizations the number of staff and their names and
addresses?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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CONSTRUCTION OF VEERAWILA INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORT : MONEY EXPENDED
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asked the Minister of Civil Aviation:

@)

Will he inform this House-

(i) separately the amount of money spent in the

years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010 for the
construction of the Weerawila International
Airport, with respect to each of the above
mentioned years;
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

208E0®sInd

whether that project will be implemented further;
if not, the reasons for it;

the loss incurred by the Government of Sri
Lanka as a result of abandoning the aforesaid
project;

the name of the person or persons responsible for
causing aforesaid loss; and

the courses of action that will be followed
against them?

(b)  If not, why?
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(The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne - Minister of Civil Aviation)
OO DNEWROB, & OO yFHWd BERSC wwmomn*

D05 0.

* wonedun On ndm c¢ 8En0:
* FUTLTL_SB60 sweudbssLiLi’ L aflewr
* Answer tabled:

@ )

[3le1 717} O e e
(6Bac 8Cum)
2007 21.1
2008 5.4

2009

o>

2010 ISV

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

™)
(vi)

(g0)

0B

godned @md snrmded 9CER 8E® IR0, gBOS
L5088 @y OO D w1 @D ewds
30w B8z 000 o emdug SWEH
B wem BEYB0 wem 3.

Rn® O =8&en 92 BHEO DrxoweBwum 0O
Dsjery O8 weey/mircy D Boms BB wewo O
QBB FABBHB 2 888 @ OBO Dobmn BEewE
BBOB. BSOE Sousins @dsy emigug 98 BB
20ed 9o (g) (1) 8 weus? mom» c¢ Bued® ¢om
cdode 80 aoe @mBm FBEHINO Y 8e8m
30388 Dlmn BEewe BBZOO Dm; B SOBsY
& Com0 08w0 gww 8g 8 050@.

@ 0200,

@E 020ed.

815 @IS,

1460

D6/0®/pmysie Bomced sg®OB egdnwd
€97 aned »0 o RO: 8O sl encs
Guw.wr/s/ Y eThsT alldSlwrewdbslsv LpsevTLD

STSFH M@ Ulstemenseners Caidgev:

Criepsliuf eng

ADMISSION TO GRADE ONE OF WP/GM/ANANDA

VIDYALAYA : INTERVIEW
0886°/10

10.001 ¢85 @6 dwm (0o 88n oLdcs wvmo
@dmdO)
(oremfl@ oefls @wrr - wrewflg  ellefls  Ganrs
FMTLTS)
(The Hon.
Herath)
35 ¢ H@ensy a1y yam@- (2) :

(2)

(a0)

(&)

(g

(@)

@)

(ii)

Ajith Kumara on behalf of the Hon. Vijitha

©®un dGFmed, 8EdE, sEeCEon®
883 du/0d/gpmysic Bosmced 08s 2011
we BB 0gdwhwd €85 ames ®»O
OB® Béwes 008D »8uen 0 § Emvwsy
»oede;

BEEDO B¢ ¥ EBNEE eui®moPsied 5O,
BBmass, acg vens 0 Ce 0053 DRewsY
»oedc;

@BIB) O @8O w®DD 9T mOsTemBe?

@)

(ii)

350 0ed @ OBEEIWO FMO awe®
vped ©cwsy GBwwesdd dle BB 0O
eCIBDDE ©mICRT B8N0 WS OB Bwes
O BEG B8u ¢dans Dsiesie wsinys;

9O BB EBu oxndy ©0&SY
OpeCEaed wensl gomms wsnd BBe®
B8 oCom 8w BZO yhdeds BB®O
0080 »iuven OBNEWO WHWDO Bede
@B,

9@ wewsI HITenBe?

@)

(ii)

O B8 EBur  emBy aen®
2ac@mG0sY  nOn 0O wieensd
O Emwm W By DO,

& e RO ¢ ® 2o WS ey 8
O @we@mSeDn §wIddenwd CHO i
PRISK

On® BEwsteryBe?

@
(ii)

©® a1 @wICewmwed CF § 9O guc®@mcO
©00EHE 9 WS EOI;

e® wdaxidewsy S0
?ﬁzalﬁfé@aﬁf;

83w enczd

9@ Bwdo osiemnde?
es» dei 50, J Oxie?

Heval gewwdsFanrd Cal L ailerT:

(=)

()

(i)

suanT wreul Lt ggler uLileflweus, LHGHL
afle gyewwbgierer, Guw.wr/sb [ yerhsT allsswr
owsHlev, 201110 Yy erigeiT PHOVTD STHSDG
Ulerensnaenend GFisgid Clsrerausnasrs GhipssL
uifl_en&ssir Blaglmer

BLSSOLL L Wwreme

6TETLIEN S U|LD,

Qupp  wHmID
aflsssremriiugriflseflergid Quuwir, efevren, o flw
ifley  wohmid  ysireflaser
GeausiGoumTae,Lb

SHEDHEMLD Quprs

BHEVHEDLD

WTewal  6TTLIENS

Ui @)FFemLd@ Fwiiiliurym?



1461 2011 exa0:8 23 1462

() () oewwsdst OariiysLw  sppBléamsulst (if)  whether the interview board can refuse to check
Uresrrd, efl@wenriul Ul  GpliL the other documents of proof which have been
ul @erer ugley QEinuiiul L eurdsTart Guuwit mentioned in the circular merely because there
Ul qussallsT saavsmar o mig CFiisHSE is no letter issued by the grama niladhari?

#rrw 2 5HCursssMsr  Higsh  Chemeuliu® (c) Wil he admit that-
FlSTMST 6TITLIHSU|LD,

(i) some applicants who did not have a letter from
the grama niladhari had been called again for an
interview on another day ; and

(i)  Hgrw 2 FHCWTESSNGT Hgs STEVILILL TEHLO
wlermsd @D &EHpYlsemsuilsy  @GDIOdL G

UL_(siTer sTew et 2 MISILIBSSID D)eTTBIGENOITLI

uffvsmar Qaimims Hrrsfiuspe @piuyst (ii)  since they had not been informed properly one
UL o @005 GUISIDT STSTUISSUD applicant has been subjected to injustice?
Sjoui @I @eury? (d)  Will he take steps-
@) () @rrw o sAQurassisr sigssmss sramyrms (i) to dp justice.tq thg aforesaid applicant who was
Ao elleremmingrissr, e Ciapsi subjected to injustice ; and
ufl eosssrs  Caeprm  HaTsSH0  OeipssL (if)  to conduct a proper investigation in this regard?

L1 (Hb&HEITT 6TEITLIGNSU|LD,
(i) @& eWss ywpurer HPlaldsse Q@i T
ewwullarmed, ellewrenTiiugT  meut B HEHG
o GrenTRTI STTLIENSUID @0 o8& B8 Bwg ¢ ewBn Bwmo (gisiss
it TPDIG Qe reirauryn? Bowdss g@imsn®o)
. R . . oflen . (orewsryLllg sridlest allgdls allmwesfl & Geriisr - sHvai
() (i) @\getTULy, HBBBEG 2 6TETTeT  SsuailessTeRTL Are] opemiodet)

Lprilse, Fhlou glopGapp] maiiuspe, (The Hon. Gamini Wijith Wijayamuni De Zoysa - Deputy
(i) @& Qsriiurs wespwrer olFTreDaUTenIL Minister of Education)
BLSSIUSBDHS1D OO DOZNBDROB, gD DB 6005EDsT &
Sjeur BL_eulg Sewgs sTHILITTT? 00 yd»O 8T wwInn™ mSx .
(20) @)erCmev, eyeor?

(e)  Ifnot, why?

* wene®ow On »d» ¢ 8E0:

asked the Minister of Education: LTI GAle) speudELILIL L ol

(@  Will he submit to this House- * Answer tabled:
(i) the dates on which the interviews were held to
admit children to the grade one of the WP/GM/ ©) (i) ©ogs sBulve u § enwsS dxdess 2010.08.25
Ananda Vidyalaya, at Pallegama, Pepiliyawala 026 @z §prasie.
in the Gampaha District for the year 2011 ; and (i) 29, :185® ¢-» 01 weos ©8.
(ii) separately, the names, addresses and relevant (@) 0 qoms .
category of the applicants who were qualified (i) oezovw.
and who were not qualified to admit their (@) (i) 2010 @5 02 2 »©O» ©Ogs oduve
children and marks obtained by them ; = O¥S00 WOER ©wier ard.
(b) Will he state- (i) BRIV DO WS G. Gedemwn B eV .
(i) whether a letter from the grama niladhari is (g2 ()  ape oCcdmor «0gd oimfeesd ows B9
required to prove the information relevant to the yfeds »6 .
register of electors which has been referred to (i)  goE e0ed.
application according to the relevant circular of @ e oD
the Ministry ; and ® e :
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(euTBTWST SjsuissiT)
(Mr. Speaker)
gd» 12 -0584/'10- (1), 61 68 mSremmowm Svmo.

@5 e8IsT g@0n® Owm

(omessrLll @ Begmesr LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

OO ®OTNEDROB, ©C; 08 WS TsNem OIEnEHs
eDmedsY & OO yadm@ gwmo.

©G B85 QDB Bwmo

(orer i@ ESHTEHEeT & smTouTH60T )

(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena )

O ®OINEHROB, eE ¥ HOuO®euesy @Bimsn®d
eONEDsT @ 9® yEmwd 8T 8O wewr Dwwm e
oCEI 83D,

ganew O Ena 988 8800 Bewlw wdzd &
aflormreney mGDTG STEBND FLOFLINGSES HL 1 enerufli LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.

2O15NB2HR S

(FUTBTWST SjeuTsHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

g@m gom 13 -0732/'10- (1), ©61 ¢w088 swessmd ®wmo.

®F e8IsT g@0n® Bwm

(omessrLll@ Begmesr LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

OO WOILNBHROB, OO ¢B8 Bwewmo IR
eDmEdsY & OO yadm@ gwmo.

06 Lotd ediim Pwm

(wrevryfl@ SCevreiy @ smrouiseor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DOINBBHROB, Bednr dBwr yO&D Wi IR
3@ n® e0NED & ® ydmwd 8EnJ 8O wewr wh
@D MICLEH 9C 0 B830.

gane B Enm 988 8800 Bewlw wdz> &
QfdTTsW LODCIDT (G BIVTEBND FLOT IG5 B 1 eweTuill 1011”1 ).
Question ordered to stand down.

(sumBTWST Sj6uTHsT)

(Mr. Speaker)

gd» gom 14 -0585/'10- (1), ooy 8 ®mSremvowm
Owmn.

@0 @35T RO ® Owmo

(omevstLll@ Cegmest ST GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

B0 DDNIWROB, ©J 08 WS NED OBIEH®o
eOMEDsT & OO YA W g o.

®©5 Bm-8) QDD Onm0

(oreTLLll@ EHTEHEQET & swTouTH6vT)

(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena)

BT DOIBNIDROB, §eE ¥ VO O DB
0050 @ OO yEMweO BENJ 8O wewr ©rewm B
9CE B30,

g Bz Enmé plbes’ BE®D Hewlw o G&.
aflaorreney o) GIMIT G SITEBID FLOFLINGSHS HL1_ewemufli LI’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.

DYDBNBZHS)

(FUTBTWST Sy6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

g@m gom 15 -0833/'10- (1), ©07 ¢t BSwewms Swnmo.

@G 05t gOOR® Owmo

(orerLyfl@ Ceamesr )T &IBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

O ®OZNGDROB, OO ¢wB8 BwewHmo OEHEs
@DmEdsY & OO yam @ GYmo.

@0 Leid endiim Pwm

(orevryflg HBevreis @ swrouigeo)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O DOENEDROB, ¢ 8 FYIL @0wWD ¥
o8 HOYR PR eDREDST & OO yuid»wd B8Eno
20 wewr 0B ecm® CHS 9C R BI50.

g @ Emnm pl8es 858 Hewlw wom &
afleorreney HEIDITG STEBID FLOFLINGSES Hi1_ewerufli_ i’ L g).
Question ordered to stand down.
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(FUTBTWST Hj6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)
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@G g0 Besznwm Bwm

(omessTLll@ SHIT SlewTHTUWIEHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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Hon. Speaker, | move,

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to incorporate the U.L.M.
Farook Foundation” .
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(The Hon. Lalith Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of Health)

E8 IS0 mom a8
o CLorBlGmi.
Seconded.

g 8@z o e e30@w Ses,

oo emg@om SO encd 880> O Bwd» 8, du
Beesw D800 Howlw moz &

28299 888 esews 47(3) Oz IO Beowlwws wdos s
eHOsD 6381 Ge3D) gRIDB® @Om 8O0 &

aflearir aARSHLILIL(B), THMI% CIBTeirarLii L g.

BsevTLg, FL L @psvd apSeTapenm WS L1’ B, YFFL_ L &
FL 1 _ewemruili_ i1 gy.

FL L cpsvih Blewevs s 1_ewar Zav. 47 (5) Beiriiyg Feps Cremevudssir
Y POF T (5 YNSeWS CIFUILILILIGFHEBTHF FTL L L1111 1 ).

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Services for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Prime Minister, Minister of Buddha Sasana and Religious
Affairs for report.
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Sugar Monthly Price

Jul 2010 - Jan 2011: 14.400 (81.40 %)
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Description: Free Market, Coffee S nearest future
o us:nugar ugar and Cocos Exchange (CSCE) contract ne. 11

Unit: US cents per Pound

Source: Intemafional Monetary Fund )
See also: Agncuttural production statistics
See also: Top commodity suppliers :
See also: Commedities glassary
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Rica Monthly Price
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Description: Fice, § percent broken miled wiiie nce, Thalland nominal price quote, USS per melrio lonne
Unit: US Dollarn par Metric Ton
Source: |ntumaional Monetary Fund
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Top Companies

Elloinng Foogs
Wabaite: 1y —r
Lecation: ;rh.lm.u
htipe/ Porarw. ind i Gt

o 272372011

Wheat Daily Price

341.62

‘Wheal, No.1 Hard Red Winter, ordinary protein, FOB Guif of Mexico, US$ per metric ton
Price in US$ per bushel: 9.2075

Asof. any r-hwryis 2011

Source: USDA Market News

Wheat Monthly Price

Range 6m 1y 5v 10v 15y 20v 25v 30v Jul 2010 - dan 2011: 130.720 (68.78 %)
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Description: Wheat, No.1 Hard Red Winter, ordinary protein, FOB Guif of Mexico, US$ per metric tonne
Unit: US Dollars per Metric Tan

Source: International Menetary Fupd
Sea also: Whest peodugion siatistics )
See also; Top commodity suppliecs
See aiso: Commogities giossary
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Mr. Speaker, thank you for permitting me to
participate in this Debate when several Orders have been
placed before this House for approval. These Orders
have been made under several financial statutes and if
one takes a look at these several Orders that have been
placed together, one finds that serious changes have been
made, some with regard to duty structures, some with
regard to cess and other changes that affect the economy
as a whole.

Today, the main concern of the people of this country
is the rapidly-growing cost of living. That cannot be
gainsaid. That is a fact. Now, the fact that the cost of
living goes up is not anybody’s fault as such; there can be
various factors, various reasons for that. The cost of
living always goes up. But, the point is that it is the duty
of the Government to ensure that it is in control, that it
takes the right measures, its fiscal policy is correct in that
it contains the rising cost of living. If that is done, then
the people will not be so dissatisfied. They can see that
the Government is doing its best despite prices are going
up in the world market, despite oil prices going up,
despite factors that are beyond the control of a country
such as ours, the Government genuinely is trying to
ensure that the people can live within the means that they
get as their livelihood. Today that satisfaction is not there
amongst the people and that is clear for everyone to see.

Some of these changes that are being introduced today
make the importation of vehicles, for instance, the cost of
that to be lower than it was before. That has already
happened. Duty structures were slashed but the question
is whether the need of the country at the moment is to
have more vehicles on our already crowded roads. The
effect of the surge in the importation of vehicles can
already be seen. People who are at the bottom level, who
are struggling to make ends meet are not very impressed
by the fact that the cost of importation of vehicles like
cars has come down. Their concern is that their food cost
has gone up. Their concern is that their essentials like
clothing - apparel - and housing, even to take on rent,
keeps going up. Their concern is that in the agricultural
sector, the cost of production has spiralled up. Now, in
this context, Mr. Speaker, | would like to draw your
attention to the priorities that the Government ought to
have and that is certainly not to make the rich richer and
the poor poorer. The priority of any responsible
government must be to narrow that gap and certainly the
Orders that are being placed before this House today do
not indicate that.

Speaking of priorities, | must also come back to
something that we have been saying for almost a year,
since the commencement of this Parliament in April last
year, that for a country that is recovering from the ill-
effects of a long-protracted war, there are certain
priorities that it must address its mind to. It is not just
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sufficient to pay lip service to developing areas that have
been devastated by the war. What is being stated is very
good. It is continuously being told that developmental
work, particularly in the North and the East is going on, is
thriving. Bridges are being built, roads are being laid and
| too can vouch for that. Many bridges have been built
and many roads have been laid. But, the question that is
before us is, is that the priority for the people who have
no roof over their head? Is that the priority when hundreds
of thousands of people have no house to live in? Over
250,000 houses had been razed to the ground during the
war. This is a matter that we raised during the Debate in
the Budget that was presented in July last year and also at
the main Budget in November; that the Government does
not have or does not seem to have a scheme to rebuild
dwelling houses for these persons. That is an essential
requirement. Two years have gone by and those people
are still living in huts made by using six poles, a few tin
sheets and in certain instances, a tarpaulin to put over it
while roads are being built and bridges are being
constructed all around them. Now, is that the right priority
for any responsible government? - [Interruption.] When
we raised this issue, the Government's response in July
last year was that the Government of India had offered to
build 50,000 houses; not that the Sri Lankan Government
was undertaking to build even one house, but the
Government of India, after our appeal, had offered to
build 50,000 houses. We welcome that move and thank
the people and the Government of India for that generous
offer. Now, it is almost a year since that offer was made
and I would like to ask the question as to how many of
those 50,000 houses have been built. If none has been
built, then where lies the problem? We understand that
for the recipients or the beneficiaries list, only the first
1,000 has been prepared. Does it take one year to prepare
the beneficiaries list for the first 1,000 out of the 50,000
houses? At that rate how long will it take to prepare the
beneficiaries list for the 50,000 houses? Fifty years to
prepare the list! - [Interruption.] There was a housing
scheme that was inaugurated by Sri S.M. Krishna, the
Minister of External Affairs of India, when he visited Sri
Lanka in November last year. | was present at that
occasion. A few hundred houses in Ariyalai are being
built. I know what is being done. | have been to those
places and | am aware of what | am saying. Apart from
that, there is not a stone that has been laid upon another
stone to build any of these 50,000 houses. Now, the
question - [Interruption.]

@6 aGwd &.90.08. §edO8 @wm

(LomedsTLLO@ SLADTED 67.6T&F.6TLD. Hy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Rubbish. Hon. Member, are you criticizing the
programme for the construction of these 50,000 houses? -
[Interruption.]
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(omevoTLyLll@ 6TiD.6T. Lo TedT)

(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Speaker, | must draw your attention to the
unparliamentary words the Hon. Azwer has just used. -
[Interruption.]
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I  know what Parliamentary
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language and
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

I have previously also told the Hon. Member that if he
continues to do what he has been sent here to do, he will
not get any promotion. He will sit at the last row and keep
doing only this. You will not get any promotion because
you are doing well what you have been asked to do.-
[Interruption.] At that occasion when the Minister of
External Affairs of India visited Jaffna, 500 tractors were
also gifted to the people of the North. It was very clearly
stated that it was for the people of the North. I was
present on that occasion and thanked the people and the
Government of India for that generous gift. The Northern
Province lost more than 10,000 tractors during the war.
Five hundred tractors were gifted by India. But, it is sad
to note - | am saying this with utmost responsibility - that
out of the 500 tractors that were gifted, 100 tractors have
been given to the Sri Lanka Cashew Corporation and
another 100 tractors have been given to the Coconut
Development Authority.

o0 9.8. o 38um®6 vm (emE 805203 W
B0 O 808D ¢@m1n®)

(wrewfl@ o.15. gsh yapuguwrr - Qzskig ielnss),
wéEer CariL gallhéd) SjewLodair)

(The Hon. A.P. Jagath Pushpakumara - Minister of Coconut
Development and Janata Estate Development)

To the Coconut Cultivation Board.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you very much, Hon. Minister of Coconut
Development. They have been given to the Coconut
Cultivation Board. That confirms what | said. It was
gifted for the farmers of the North who had lost their
tractors and after they were gifted at a public ceremony
attended by the Minister of External Affairs of India, they
have been taken away for two public corporations in the
South. The third lot 100 tractors are still in Jaffna but
ready to be transported to the South. Only 38 tractors
have been given to the Agricultural Societies in the
Kilinochchi District and another 38 have been given to
the Agricultural Societies in the Mullaitivu District. Now,
why is this being done? I am asking this question. Can
anybody with a clear conscience answer this question? To
replace 10,000 tractors that were destroyed, a good
neighbour, India, gives us 500 tractors to be specifically
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used by the farmers in the North and then, out of that,
only 76 have even been allocated for that purpose and all
the balance are being transported away. Now this is a
question -
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(The Hon. A.P. Jagath Pushpakumara)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Hon. Member, there is a point of Order being raised.
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That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

The Hon. Minister only confirmed what | said and |
thanked him for that. If there is an explanation, he can
give it when he speaks. | am only asking a question that
if a good neighbour gives a gift to be utilized in a
particular way, why has that not been utilized in that
way? That is all. | said that I am saying this with
responsibility and what | said happens to be true because
it is repeatedly being confirmed by the Hon. Minister
concerned. So, this confirms that the Government is not
doing its priority, particularly in a country that is
recovering from the devastation of a protracted war. Any
government in that situation must focus on the people
who have been worst affected by the war. In this House,
we repeatedly hear and | am sure, today also we will hear,
several solemn assurances that that is the priority of the

Government. But, that is not substantiated by the acts of
the Government and the two instances of housing and the
tractors that |1 raised are only examples to demonstrate
what | am saying.

With regard to the duty structure, 1 am making a
request to the Government to consider raising the duty on
onions very soon. Otherwise, there will be a glut when
farmers in Jaffna harvest their onions. At this point in
time, as you juggle with the cost of vegetables and speak
of protecting the local farmers, at least do that as a
gesture of goodwill to indicate that you have not
forgotten the farmer in Jaffna even though you have
taken away his tractor and even though you have not
given him a house to live in. | appeal to the Government
that you restructure the duty for onions because that is
what is required in the immediate future with regard to
the sale of his onions.

Thank you very much.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Minister is on his feet.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, you have
completed your speech. Hon. Minister, you can continue.
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Hon. Presiding Member, with the fundamental
objective of protecting the local industry and agriculture
and promoting manufacture of value added products by
discouraging exports in raw form, the Government has
taken action to revise the import and export cess structure
through the enforcement of the following Orders
published under the Sri Lanka Export Development Act,
No. 40 of 1979. They are: Gazette No. 1680/25 dated
19.11.2010, Gazette No. 1681/15 dated 22.11.2010 and
Gazette No. 1685/18 dated 23.11.2010.

The basic objective the Government wishes to achieve
by imposing cess on imports under the EDB Act is to
discourage import of non-essential items and protect the
local farmers and manufacturers. Import cess has been
imposed only on non-essential items such as processed
meat, frozen foods, vegetables, fruits, fruit juice, flowers,
perfumes, footwear and luxury goods. The Government
has not imposed cess on import of essential items such as
medicinal drugs and investment goods.

Therefore, through the imposition of cess, it is
expected to protect the local industry and to retain within
the country a large sum of foreign exchange which would
otherwise have flowed out of the country. It will also
serve to relieve balance of payment difficulties faced by
the country. The imposition of import cess will also help
to provide strong protection to local manufacturers and
farmers which would lead to strengthen the local
economy. In the past, the local manufacturers had to face
severe competition due to the flow of cheap, low quality
goods into the country. The current cess has been
imposed on a unit rate basis as well as on an ad valorem
basis. Thus, an effort has been made to reduce the
adverse impact on our industry by importing under
invoiced goods. A reawakening of our industry has been
observed as a result of the development activities carried
out by the Government and due to the protection received
by the imposition of cess. According to the statistics
released by the Department of Census and Statistics, the
agriculture sector has registered a growth rate of 6.2 per
cent while the industrial sector has registered a high
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growth rate of 8.8 per cent in the third quarter of 2010.
While the developed countries are facing an economic
setback, the progress achieved by our industrial sector is
commendable. This is one instance which reflects the
success achieved by pursuing policies under the
“Mahinda Chintana”.

Hon. Presiding Member, cess has been imposed under
the EDB Act on certain selected exports. Cess has been
revised on exports of tea, rubber, coconut products,
rawhides, and metal scrap while cess has been imposed
on export of pepper, vanilla, cinnamon, cardamom, mace,
maize, rice, wood and mineral in primary form. The
objective of imposing such cess is to discourage exports
of these items in raw form. Several items such as tea,
rubber and coconut are currently exported from the
country without sufficient value addition.

In 2010, tea worth of US Dollars 374 million, rubber
worth of US Dollars 169 million and spices worth of US
Dollars 100 million have been exported in bulk. These
exports have been used by our competitor countries as
raw materials for manufacture of value added goods.
Therefore, an environment has been created for expansion
of local value addition and to achieve a multitude of
benefits for the country.

The encouragement of the value added industry, while
leading to more investment opportunities, would also
present opportunities to establish new industries,
employment generation and increase export earnings.
Therefore, measures taken by us to impose cess on
exports in raw form will no doubt be a milestone in our
march towards a manufacturing economy.

Sir, although the country is currently facing a shortage
of coconuts, we have exported fresh coconuts to the value
of US Dollars 11 million in 2010 without any value
addition. We have now imposed a cess of Rs. 30 on
export of raw coconuts under the EDB Act with a view to
curtail exports and grant relief to local consumers and
manufacturers engaged in the value added coconut
industry. The objective of our Government is to build a
strong economy as set out in the "Mahinda Chintana®.

Sir, our Government had to implement several
measures to develop and promote exports from Sri Lanka
in the past, as a result of which the export sector has
achieved considerable progress. Although it suffered a
setback in the face of the global financial crisis in 2009,
according to the data in the Customs, the export sector has
been able to register a satisfactory growth rate of 16 per
cent in 2010. This improved performance is reflected not
only in agricultural exports but also in industrial exports.
Agricultural exports which contribute 24 per cent to the
total export earnings have registered a growth of 20 per
cent in 2010. Tea exports, have registered a growth of 15

per cent, rubber 72 per cent, coconut fibre products 23
per cent and spices 55 per cent during this period.

The industrial exports which contribute 72 per cent to
the total export earnings have registered a high growth
rate of 14 per cent. Textile and garment exports which
suffered a setback last year has registered a satisfactory
growth of 6.6 per cent. Further, export earnings from
food and beverages, leather products, wooden products,
paper products, rubber products, chemicals and plastics,
electrical and electronic products and footwear have
achieved considerable progress in 2010. Exports to our
major markets which suffered a setback last year has
registered a satisfactory growth in 2010. Exports to USA
have registered a growth of 10 per cent.

Sir, we should also be happy to note that our exports
to the European Union have registered a growth of 5.9
per cent. Exports of garments to EU have registered a
growth of 2.7 per cent. Exports of garments to EU have
greatly improved during the fourth quarter of 2010. This
clearly demonstrates the ability of our exporters to
compete in the EU market even without the GSP Plus
concessions.

Sir, it is important that the export sector which
contributes significantly to the Gross Domestic Product
of the country should make a substantial contribution to
achieve the development objectives of the country.
Accordingly, my Ministry is taking necessary action to
increase export earnings up to US Dollars 15 million in
2015. As a result of prudent policies pursued by the
Government including imposition of cess, a strong local
economy is building up and therefore we believe that we
are in a position to achieve that target.

Sir, the defeat of terrorism under the leadership of His
Excellency the President has created a peaceful and stable
political environment which is necessary for the
development of private enterprises. Our Government has
been able to reduce inflation to a single digit. Interest
rates have come down and a conducive environment has
been created to encourage investments. The favourable
political and economic environment together with the co-
operation of private sector has presented great
opportunities for export development. With the liberation
of the North and the East by our gallant forces, a
conducive environment has been created for our
entrepreneurs to make investments. The Government has
taken the initiative to lay the foundation for infrastructure
projects to achieve rapid economic progress. The
Hambantota Port Development Project, the Colombo
South Harbour Development Project, Power-generation
Projects at Norachcholai, Kerawalapitiya, Kotmale North,
Highways and flyovers are currently under
implementation.

Sir, the development of infrastructure facilities,
expansion of production capacity and improvement of
economic efficiency not only help to increase
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productivity but also to minimize regional disparities.
Furthermore, the Government has taken the initiative to
develop the human capital, which is a prerequisite to
develop a knowledge-based economy. These favourable
developments taking place within the political and
economic environment will greatly enhance the work
carried out by the institutions engaged in export under
my Ministry. The Sri Lanka Export Development Board
which is under my Ministry has implemented a number of
programmes for the development of the export sector. The
main objective of the Strategic Plan 2010-2015 of the
EDB is to achieve an export target of US Dollars 15
billion by 2015. By adopting a strategic approach, the
EDB aims to implement a number of programmes such as
development of exports to identify markets, supply chain
development programmes, trade information and e-
commerce development programmes and  skills
development programmes. The main objective of these
progrmmes is to improve the competitiveness of the
export sector which would enable the sector to
successfully confront the challenges posed by the
international market. | have instructed the EDB to
implement programmes that would contribute to increase
export earnings in order to  make an increased
contribution to the GDP and to permeate its benefits to
the regions. Accordingly, the EDB is implementing model
export-oriented agricultural projects, regional export
development programmes and Agri Export Zone Projects
throughout the country thus channelling regional
resources and skills for export development.

The economy of the country has registered a growth
rate of 8.5 per cent during the second quarter and a
growth rate of 8 per cent during the third quarter of 2010.
It has been reported that the world economy also grew by
4 per cent in 2010. These are signs of emerging positive
prospects for the future. As patriotic Sri Lankans, our task
of the era is to support programmes implemented by the
Government to make Sri Lanka the "Wonder of Asia".
We are fortunate to be guided by the excellent leadership
of His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa in this
endeavour. Therefore, | would earnestly request this
august House to set aside the differences and work in
harmony for the development of the country.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Deputy Minister, go back to your
seat and speak.
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(The Presiding Member)

® evwd ©0 od.18.8. yiudess® ©sI5n®.. Before
that, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. Perumal Rajathurai
to take the Chair?

@6 DO YB IBeosT Bwmn (5O 858:888e®
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(wreryllEg alprusepisd wprefgrer - BargyCumm LNy
S|DLOFEFIT)

(The Hon. Vinayagamoorthi Muralidaran - Deputy Minister
of Resettlement)

| propose that the Hon. Perumal Rajathurai do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair,
and THE HON.PERUMAL RAJATHURAI took the Chair.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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(The Hon. J.R.P. Sooriyapperuma)
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(The Hon. Johnston Fernando - Minister of Co-operatives
and Internal Trade)
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Deputy Speaker will now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. PERUMAL RAJATHURAI left the Chair,
and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena - Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning)
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It states, | quote:
“Statement at the conclusion of the IMF Staff Mission to Sri Lanka

The economy grew at a strong 7% percent in 2010, according to
current estimates. Inflation has increased but this reflects some recent
increases in food prices. Credit growth is in line with earlier
projections, the property market remains subdued, and other signs of
demand-driven inflationary pressures are not evident. Against this
background, our assessment is that current monetary conditions are
appropriate for supporting the economic recovery."

@® Om e, gorns edcod e®e Bwmdo:

"The authorities continue to execute policies in line with the
program’s goals. Performance against the end-December targets was
satisfactory, with the 2010 budget deficit likely to have been held
within the target of 8 percent of GDP.

The authorities’ structural reform agenda is also broadly on track.”
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It again states, | quote:

“Recent flooding has significantly damaged Sri Lanka’s harvest of
various crops including rice and vegetables, as well as rural
infrastructure. Any effect on food prices is likely to be temporary, and
given the strength of the Sri Lankan economy, the overall impact on
output growth should be limited”.

068 g e¢m wwBime. HY 0® YOEIBw s EIHO
westesy ged @88m 05 O ©w  (EOEmOR
Beadmdw Bwld; HHossind Dacwems el @idma
Burlery w8 BwlB. oEIm med @803
s Oieddnn ©BBe me ymred Om emdwnn
8RS OO 5 Om BeYsT WO HO W OBEB:

“Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala announcing the moves which could pave
the way for Sri Lanka to receive increased support from the
development Institution has reaffirmed the World Bank’s strong and
expanding support to Sri Lanka as it transitions towards a middle-
income country in lasting peace."”

It further states, | quote:

"The World Bank official attributed Sri Lanka’s remarkable rise
from past challenges to the tenacity of the Sri Lankan people and the
commitment of the country’s leadership"

It further states, | quote:

"During the meeting with President Rajapaksa, Dr. Okonjo-lweala
has reiterated her institution’s commitment to Sri Lanka, especially in
supporting programs designed to encourage inclusive growth throughout
the country".

| further quote:

R investment from both foreign and domestic sources as
envisioned in the Mahinda Chinthana, the Government's vision for
future development.”
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g 88z 8o, s @8 Sas.
aflsarir GG SLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

o0 BOE 88 ¢ BEO Ovm

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anflursy $ HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning

under Section 3C of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989
as amended by the Act, No. 14 of 2009, relating to Excise Duty and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1680/22 of November 19",
2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)”

gz 88z 8o, s @8 Sas.
aflsarr aBIGSLILIL (B THMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

@6 BHOE 880 ¢ BT Owmn

(omessryLll@ Blwsv Arflumey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning

under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989,
relating to Excise Duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1684/28 of December 15", 2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011,
be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S®az &Y, wes ®®» Sa.
aflearir BFHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTamLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

v

@0 BOE 880 ¢ BT Owm

(omessryLll@ Blwsd Arflurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning
under Section 3 of the Excise (Special Provisions) Act, No. 13 of 1989,
relating to Excise Duty and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1686/43 of December 31%, 2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011,
be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"
gl S®az &Y, wes ®®» Sa.

aflearir BFHLILIL(B) sTDmIsClBTeTamLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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8¢ voym: Bewdo
BIFlF FL_LID: SL_L_swer
FINANCE ACT: ORDER

@0 BEE 88w ¢ BEDr v

(orenryflg Blwsd Aplurey 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning,
under Section 26 read with Section 22 of the Finance Act, No. 11 of
2004 relating to the International Telecommunications Operators Levy
and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1680/29 of November
19", 2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S@wz 8, s ®@m Se.
aflearir AHSHLILIL(B) THMmISCIETeTeTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.

&eE voym: Bwd®as
BIFlF FL_L 1D SL_L_swer
FINANCE ACT: ORDER

@6 BOE 880 ¢ BT @wmn

(oressryLfl@ mBlosd Anflurey & Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

hat the Order made by the President under sub paragraphs (i) and
(ii) of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Finance Act,
No. 11 of 2006, read with Paragraph (2) Article 44 of the Constitution,
relating to Motor Vehicle Concessionary Levy, and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1680/21 of November 19™, 2010, which was
presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S@wz 8, s ®®m Se.
flearir ABSHLILIL(B) sTHmISCIETeTenTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.

8eE v Bewlow
BISlF FLL D! &L_L_swer
FINANCE ACT: ORDER

o0 BEE 88w ¢ BEDr v

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anlurey 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning,
under Section 2 of the Finance Act, No. 11 of 2002 as amended by the
Finance (Amendment) Act, No. 13 of 2009, relating to Port and Airport
Development Levy, and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1681/33 of November 24™ 2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011,
be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)’

g Sz &, e e3®@® S,
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

& om0 g3d @ wo BBOwW emBesy
3800 BB Bewdnw
Q)evmiena LilewewTiLiBIS6T LoMHMmILD
Lo &% 6m6vT 2,69 68T (&) (LpF FL_L_LD:

5 (LI & &l Bl 6iT
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION OF
SRI LANKA ACT: REGULATIONS

@6 BOE 88 ¢ B 00wma

(oreryfl@ Blwsv Arflursy & Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the President under Section 52 of the

Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka Act, No. 36 of 1987
read with Section 55 of the said Act and Paragraph (2) of Article 44 of
the Constitution, relating to Cess Duty and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1680/27 of November 19", 2010, which were
presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S®az &Y, wes ®®» Sa.
aflearir BSHLILIL(B) sTDmIsClBTeTamLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

B om0 gad @ ¥ BBOwW emBesy
3800 BB Bw®w

Q)evBiIena LilewewTiLimIS6T LoMHMmILD
Lo &% 6m6vT 2,69 6WT s & (LpF FL_L_LD:
HL_L_emer

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION OF
SRI LANKA ACT: ORDER

o0 BOE 880 ¢ BEO Owvm

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anflursy s HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the President under Subsection 1 of
Section 14A of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka
Act, No. 36 of 1987, read with Paragraph (2) of Article 44 of the
Constitution, relating to Cess Duty and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1680/26 of November 19" 2010, which was
presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

gl S®az &Y, wes ®®» Sa.
aflearir BFHLILIL(B) sTDmIsClBTeTamLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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4R Gaeots I Bww®w
wgleufld &L L enerd FL L 1b: HL L ewer
EXCISE ORDINANCE: ORDER

06 BOE 88w ¢ BTD @wmo

(orewryflg Blwsd Arlurey s Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning,
under Section 25 read with Section 32 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter
52), relating to Liquor Licence Fee and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1680/24 of November 19" 2010, which was
presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Excise Notification No. 926)
(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S@wz 8, eser @B Ses.
s B SLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

@6 BOE 880 ¢ BT ®wmn

(oressryLll@ mBlosd Anflurey g Fsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning,
under Subsection (1) of Section 22 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter
52), relating to Excise duties on Liquor, and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1680/23 of November 19" 2010, which was
presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Excise Notification Nos. 927, 928, 929 and 930)
(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S@wz Y, eser @B Ses.
T (B SLILIL (B) 6TmHMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 BEE 88w ¢ BEDr v

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anlurey 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the President under Subsection (1) of
Section 22 of the Excise Ordinance (Chapter 52) read with the
Paragraph (2) of Article 44 of the Constitution, relating to Excise duty
on Spirit (Ethyl Alcohol) to be used in the manufacture of medicinal
preparations and for approved industrial and other use, and published in
the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1677/23 of October 28™, 2010, which was
presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Excise Notification No. 925)

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S@wz 8, eser @B Ses.
s (BIGSLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

2011 exa0:8 23
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88630 3.0 e Dg OB Bw®as
FMHDTLV LITGISTLIL| ﬁr'rs’a)sue'r FL_L_LD:
SL_L_6mer

ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION LEVY ACT:
ORDER

@6 BOE 8B8soc ¢ BTO: @wm

(oreryfl@ Blwsv Arflursy & Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Finance and Planning,
under the Environment Conservation Levy Act, No. 26 of 2008, relating
to Environment Conservation Levy, and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1680/28 of November 19" 2010, which was
presented on 10.02.2011, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g Sz &, e e3®@® S,
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

8 Com gum 6 83:08W% sHI™:
Bewlow
@) evmiens sTHmIg il (hssldF FLL Lb:
SL_L_ewer

SRI LANKA EXPORT DEVELOPMENT ACT:
ORDER

@6 BOE 85 ¢ BTO: @wm

(oreryfl@ Blwsv Arflursy & Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Industry and Commerce
with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance and Planning under
Section 14(1) of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of
1979, relating to Cess and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1680/25 of November 19", 2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011,
be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

gz 88z 8o, s @8 Sas.
aflsarr A (BIGSLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 BOE 88 ¢ BSDr Owmn

(orenryflg Blwsd Anlursy 5 Asveaur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,
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"That the Order made by the Minister of Industry and Commerce

with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance and Planning, under
Section 14(1) of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of
1979, relating to Cess and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No.
1681/15 of November 22" 2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011,
be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S@wz Y, et 3@ Ses.
T (B SLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

o6 BeE 88 ¢ BED ®nmo

(oreryfl@ Blwsd Aplurey 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Sir, on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs, | move,

That the Order made by the Minister of Industry and Commerce,

with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance and Planning, under
Section 14 of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979,
relating to Cess and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1685/18
of December 23" 2010, which was presented on 10.02.2011, be
approved.

(Cabinet approval signified)"

g S@wz 8, eser @B Ses.
s (B SLILIL (B) 6TmHMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

B ComeD 8100 ewnm 8¢5H® (8-evn
BBe®) smy emYd®snm
@)evmiens ClFWL L CFs WeTHLD
(L1 6mEmTHH6V) FL_L_eLpeVLD
SRI LANKA SAMATA SETHA FOUNDATION
(INCORPORATION) BILL

o2 0O (DT 02 eeedE &) soanldmw e
@zadewsy 8 FiBe® Hewlvw Budm 8.

Blewsvs  Gapalld]  Flmssrii L aurmy,
LIAF IS EDSTOT FL 1606 UTHSHLILIL LS.

FLL_pVGMSHLT

Order for consideration of Bill, as amended (in the Standing
Committee), read.

@6 BOE 880 ¢ BT Bwmn
(oressryLll@ mBlosd Arflurey & Fsveur)
(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

I move,

"That the Report of the Standing Committee be accepted".

g 58wz 8, s ®®m Se.
aflearir AHSHLILIL(B) THMmISCIETeTeTLILIL LY.
Question put, and agreed to.

06 BOE 88w ¢ BTD @wmo
(orewryflg Blwsd Arlumrey s Asveur)
(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

I move,

"That the Bill, as amended, be now read the Third time".

208E0®sInd
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g Sz &, e e3®@® S,

ons emG@sm 3O ¢Rpcd w-ewldmmicews) Y0
OF w2 e3@82 202 &,

aflsvrr Bl SLILIL (B), sTHMIS ClsmairemiiLiL’ L g).

GSTLILG,  FL L _EAPSVLD j@j{gdugLaﬁrgz/, CPSTDTLD 1P
@A’ 5 Blenm Caummii’ 1 g.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.

82) 6:8006 (e3:e3000m BBe®) sy
omY®sm
Lileor sp(pBISemLOLIL (Fon L1 6D6WITSHB6V)
FL_L_CLpevLD
PINA ORGANISATION (INCORPORATION) BILL

oma emH®sm (FHO0 wiom wenedd &) w.eal/dman
D€ PwIdewsy scm FiBe® Hewiwws Bwkbx &

[Blswsvs Gualsv]  BmESLLL L urmy,
UNFIGSHSTOT HL LW UTFSHBLILIL LS.

FLL_ PGS LI

Order for consideration of Bill, as amended (in the Standing
Committee), read.

@0 BHOE 880 ¢ BT Owmn
(omessryLll@ Blwsd Arflurey g Fsveur)
(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

I move,

"That the Report of the Standing Committee be accepted".

g S®az &Y, wes ®®» Sa.
allsarr aBSHLILIL(B) sTHmYsClBTeTamLILIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 BOE 88 ¢ BSDr Owmn
(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anlursy 5 Asveaur)
(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

I move,

"That the Bill as amended be now read the Third time".

gamw 58z 8z, e 8®@m S,

ons ewd@sm SO enpc w-ewlBmmicensy oY O
OO0 2w es@82 0> GE.

aflsorr B HLILIL (B), eTHMIS ClsmeiremiiLiL’ L g).

GYGOTLIG, FLL PV  BUBSSLILIL L UTHY,
WA L101” B plswm Goummeii’ L g.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.

CPSTDTLD 1P

DCECIO

poSlevauli
ADJOURNMENT

oG BOE 88 ¢ BEO Owvm

(orenryfl@ Blwsd Anflursy s HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

@O0 Bewd®s mOsnemneB, "wdEe®nd ¢l »c
P gro" 8 @ ewddnn IO,

S e8GR 20 &
T ST(BIGSUIDLILIGNIDDS/.
Question proposed.
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Bewadss mOnemn®)

(Nrglé FurprusT Sjeuidsr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The Adjournment Mation is to be moved by the Hon.
(Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha.

88Bed®xin ByID .0® doismn BE®
UTITE@BLOSTY BL L|DeYF FBISHBIGN6TS BTLild 60
ESTABLISHMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP
ASSOCIATIONS

®©S @18} 8D Bedl-w ®wvm
(oreryflg Gurdflwi rrefeu alGmnis)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | move,

“In view of the importance of developing good relations between

Sri Lankan Parliamentarians in general and Parliamentarians in other
countries, this House do stand adjourned to suggest the establishment of
Parliamentary Friendship Associations that would -

(a) develop links between Sri Lankan Parliamentarians and
Parliamentarians in other countries;

(b) promote familiarization visits which would encourage mutual
understanding of country situations;

(c) enhance understanding of legislative practices in other

countries, and in particular those with different constitutional
traditions;

(d) produce newsletters that would provide relevant information
about legislative and other developments in Sri Lanka”.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am pleased to propose this
Adjournment Motion that is intended to develop closer
links between Parliamentarians in Sri Lanka and their
peers in other countries. | should add, however, that there
has been much progress since | first suggested this
Motion, nine months ago. Several Friendship
Associations have been set up in the last few months,
beginning with the initiative of the former Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs who revived the Sri Lanka-
Brazil Parliamentarians’ Friendship Association.  This
was a fitting tribute to the increasingly close relations
between Sri Lanka and South America.

| should note, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that the idea for
this Motion was first suggested by a European
Ambassador from a country that has supported us very
positively over the years, but where knowledge of Sri
Lanka is limited. That had allowed policy with regard to
this country to be governed by initiatives by a highly
motivated few, who might not always have the interests
of Sri Lanka at heart. | was told that Sri Lanka had an
extremely good story to tell, not only about how we had
defeated terrorism but also how we are making up the lost
time in terms of developing areas that had been neglected
before, and providing opportunities to those who had been
deprived for ages.

Unfortunately, we are not telling our story effectively
enough. This allowed a few representatives from just one
or two countries, with a particular agenda, to make the
running at the European Union with regard, for instance,
to GSP Plus. The feeling then was that many European
countries which benefited from expanding trade with Sri
Lanka, and wished us to benefit too, had simply not been
able to make their views felt forcefully enough, since
they were not updated with details to help their case and
ours.

The suggestion then was that, by developing the
social and personal contacts that are so important in
policy making, we would be able to ensure better
awareness of the Sri Lankan situation. At the same time,
we should lay stress not on the story, but on the actuality,
by encouraging greater awareness of what we have here
and what we are developing. Our friends in Parliaments
all over the world should want to know what was going
on, should be facilitated to obtain the knowledge they
required, and we hope sympathetic understanding would
come with such knowledge.

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we must not look on such
Friendship Associations as created primarily to promote
visits to partner nations by us. Whilst expanding our
awareness of other countries is important, more important
in the present context is expanding awareness in other
countries of Sri Lanka and its enormous promise. In this
context, as indeed the Brazilian Ambassador noted when
he spoke to us, we must try to develop links between
investors and potential partners and between businessmen
in both countries. Though obviously we would like to
concentrate on our exporters and their tourists, with the
passage of time and increasing prosperity, contacts the
other way too would be helpful.

We also need to ensure cooperation between
practitioners of culture so that exchanges can be
facilitated. In this regard we should strengthen the
regional cultural centres that our Ministry of Culture and
the Arts is establishing. It has been suggested that these
should promote multi-cultural activity, and there is much
that other countries can offer us in terms of training and
support for such initiatives. At its simplest, we should
also encourage greater awareness of other cultures and
other societies. In this modern digital age, showcasing the
achievements of other nations and promoting exchanges
that will allow us to showcase our own will not be
difficult. 1 believe our Parliamentary Friendship
Associations, through liaison with foreign missions here
and by using their good offices to promote cooperation,
will have much to offer young people in areas that now
have little exposure to world cultures.

Over the last few months, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we
have revived or established Friendship Associations with
- to move from East to West - Australia and Indonesia,
India, Pakistan, Iran, South Africa, Italy, Spain, France,
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Germany, the United Kingdom, Brazil, Cuba and
Canada. | believe one with the Netherlands is about to be
set up, as well as with Kuwait and the Philippines and
certainly there are other countries with whom we should
work. Most recently, a couple of weeks back, we took a
new step forward, subject - | should add - to the Inter-
Parliamentary  Union  Executive approving. We
established a Friendship Association with a Parliament
representing not just one country but several. 1 refer to
the European Union Parliament, and this was in fact a
timely move, since at this very moment we have a
delegation from the European Parliament visiting Sri
Lanka.

Unfortunately, that group represents what is known as
the South Asia delegation, which indicates a tendency to
consider us simply as one of a group of countries. We
cannot object to this which is moving towards closer
integration of several countries, but we should also
encourage the establishment of a Friendship Association
concerned only with this country. | was delighted to see
amongst the Members of the European Parliament,
Members who have liaised closely with our Ambassador
in Brussels and who have spared time to meet with
Parliamentarians from this country. Developing such
contacts on a regular basis, formally and informally,
would benefit all the people represented by
Parliamentarians both here and in Brussels.

In this context, | should mention an area in which |
believe we could learn from Europe to the benefit of our
Parliamentary system. Last year, my Coordinating
Secretary spent three months as an intern with the
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Group in
the European Parliament. In his report he mentioned the
importance of the European Parliament’s Committee
Systems which served to disseminate information and
contribute to informed policy making. Given suggestions
that have been advanced about the setting up of what are
termed Oversight Committees, given the increasing need
for accountability which we see all over the world, we
could benefit from experiences in this line elsewhere.
But, in the end we have to develop our own systems
suited to this country.

However, learning from experiences elsewhere,
benefiting from good practices in other countries, will
help us in this Parliament too to contribute to good
governance. | was delighted, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to
receive recently a notice from the Research Division of
Parliament about a journal that is planned to boost the
legislative process and policy formulation. | was very
happy to offer a contribution, entitled “The Role of
Parliament in promoting Good Governance”, and hope to
expand this into articles in a newspaper, if this is
acceptable, so as to promote discussion of the topic.

This scholarly initiative of the Research Division
suggests a commitment to developing Parliamentary
practices in this country which is most welcome. As with
all initiatives, the more inputs we have with regard to
good practices elsewhere, the better for any reforms that
might be undertaken. | hope therefore that the Friendship
Associations we have established will contribute to a
mutual learning process for us as well as for
Parliamentarians in the partner countries, and through this
we hope to service the people on whose behalf we all
function.

Thank you.

@G BE-® 8@BesE Owmo

(oreryLfl@ Flevmis swFlumev)

(The Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala)

Sir, | would like to second the Adjournment Motion
moved by the Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha. Well, it is
a timely and most appropriate Adjournment Motion, |
would say, because the relationship with other countries
is much important today than ever before after we have
recovered from the most difficult era of the war time.
Now that the focus on Sri Lanka is much greater, the
relationship among the rest of the world, especially with
the countries having true democratic surroundings, is of
importance. We can share their views and experiences
with regard to trade, education, economic aspects, as well
as political relationships and understand as to how
various levels of administration and power sharing are
practised  within those countries. So through these
Friendship Associations we get a huge advantage; we
can look at how the neighbouring countries perform at
the moment, their political stability and what they have
against us. So, | invite all Parliamentarians irrespective of
party, coalition or alliance, to endorse this Motion
brought up by the Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha. We
truly believe the representation of all the parties in the
Friendship Associations will gather more recognition
and more respect when we go before Foreign Missions
and various other Government agencies in this country.

Thank you.

@0 gl &.00.08. 23Dl Swm

(LomeTLyL0l@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is a very appropriate and
timely Motion that my Colleague, the Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva
Wijesinha, has moved.

When we travel around the globe to various countries,
what they say is that you must have close understanding
with the democracies of the world. The democracies
mean the Parliaments of those countries. We have a very
vibrant democracy - our Parliament is also strong. We
have had elections over and over again, 17 or 18 times
and it is an expression of the will of the people that they
registered their support for the party headed by His
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa at all these elections.
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Sir, first 1 would give a brief account of the history of
the formation of Parliamentary Friendship Associations.
The formation of Friendship Associations or groups
among friendly countries is a worthy concept followed by
many countries in the world. This has many facets as
various aims and objectives could be achieved through
those associations. The Parliamentary Friendship
Associations could also be considered as an extension of
this concept, which can have the blessings of the supreme
institutions of the countries concerned.

Sir, a Parliamentary Friendship Association was
formed for the first time in the history of the Sri Lankan
Parliament in 1985. It was the Sri Lanka-Korea
Parliamentary Friendship Association. The late Hon.
Norman Waidyaratne, the then Deputy Speaker of
Parliament, took initiatives to form it and he was elected
the President while my good Friend across the aisle, the
Hon. John Amaratunga, was elected the Secretary of the
Association. The late Hon. E.L. Senanayake was the
Speaker of Parliament at that time.

The main purpose of the formation of the Sri Lanka-
Korea Parliamentary Friendship Association was to
promote mutual understanding, goodwill and friendship
between the people and the Parliamentarians of Sri Lanka
and Korea. Later, it was included in the objectives of the
Friendship Associations with the addition of some more
aims and objectives: to promote, encourage and assist in
the acquisition and dissemination of knowledge of
society, culture and language of the friendly countries
among the people of Sri Lanka, to promote friendship and
social intercourse through appropriate means among the
Members of the Association, to sponsor, encourage and
support social, cultural, economic and any other activities
between the two countries and to collect and receive gifts
and donations of whatever description and utilize them
for the purposes set out in the objectives. Of course, the
objectives shall be consistent with the Foreign Policy of
the Government of Sri Lanka.

Then, Sir, the second Parliamentary Friendship
Association was formed between Sri Lanka and Cuba on
the 7th of July, 1989. The third Parliamentary Friendship
Association formed was between Sri Lanka and Japan.

Sir, we have a Foreign Relations and Protocol Office
in our Parliament, a unit for the CPA, IPU and SAARC
headed by the Chief Parliamentary Protocol Officer, Mr.
Upali Kumarasinghe and there are other Assistant
Protocol Officers who are doing a very good job of work.

Recently, the Third Asia Regional Conference of the
CPA was held in Colombo. The Speakers of Pakistan,
India, Bangladesh and the Maldives came here for that.
Earlier, after the President of Pakistan, His Excellency
Asif Ali Zardari came to Sri Lanka, we strengthened the
Sri Lanka-Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship Association.
As a result, our Speaker, the Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa was

invited as a special guest of the Parliament of Pakistan,
and he took a delegation. | also had the privilege of
joining that delegation. What came out of that, Sir? That
delegation was taken to Taxila in Lahore. Taxila is a
famous, historic and ancient town, Sir. There is a
museum where they have preserved all the Buddhist
relics from the time of Lord Buddha and the Great
Emperor Ashoka. There are relics of Lord Buddha, which
were permitted for the Speaker and the delegation to be
viewed. His Excellency the President of Pakistan, being a
Muslim - it is a Muslim country, of course - promised
that during the 2,600th Buddha Jayanthi celebrations in
this country, he will make arrangements to send one of
the relics to Sri Lanka. | am happy, Sir, that our young
Deputy Secretary-General of Parliament, Mr. Dhammika
Dasanayake, also associated with us. He is taking a keen
interest in promoting friendship among all these
countries.

Sir, the Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena was elected as
the President of the Sri Lanka-Brazil Parliamentary
Friendship Association. The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Sudharshini Fernandopulle was elected as the President
of the Sri Lanka-ltaly Parliamentary Friendship
Association. Then, the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, our
Chief Government Whip, was elected as the President of
Sri Lanka-Spain Parliamentary Friendship Association
and also of the Sri Lanka-South Africa Parliamentary
Friendship Association; the Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitarana is
the President of the Sri Lanka-Cuba Parliamentary
Friendship Association; the Hon. Anura Priyadharshana
Yapa is the President of Sri Lanka-Germany
Parliamentary Friendship Association; the Hon. A.H.M.
Fowzie was elected as the President of Sri Lanka-
Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship Association; the Hon.
Nimal Siripala de Silva is the President of the Sri Lanka-
India Parliamentary Friendship Association; the Hon. P.
Dayaratna is the President of the Sri Lanka-Australia
Parliamentary Friendship Association; the Hon. (Prof.)
Rajiva Wijesinha, the Mover of this Motion, is the
President of Sri Lanka-Canada Parliamentary Friendship
Association; the Hon. Thilanga Sumathipala, the Member
who seconded the Motion, is the President of Sri Lanka-
United Kingdom Parliamentary Friendship Association;
the Hon. T.B. Ekanayake is the President of the Sri Lanka
-France Friendship Association. The Hon. W.D.J
Senewiratne is the President of the Sri Lanka-Iran
Friendship Association. The Hon. Rauff Hakeem is the
President of the Sri Lanka-Indonesia Friendship
Association and you yourself, Sir, who is in this exalted
position, is the President of the Sri Lanka-European
Union Friendship Association. Then, the formation of
several other Parliamentary Friendship Associations is in
the pipeline.

I think at this moment we must thank, particularly the
Indian High Commissioner, His Excellency Ashok K.
Kantha and the Pakistan High Commissioner in Sri
Lanka, Her Excellency Seema lllahi Baloch, who have
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been very helpful to Sri Lanka at a critical time. The
Indian High Commissioner, who came with us the other
day to open the Galle-Matara Express Railway line, is
also very enthusiastic to open up the boat service,
first,from Talaimannar to Tuticorin Port and thereafter, up
to Rameswaram. The countries with which we would
have Parliamentary Friendship Associations formed very
soon are Norway, Korea, Bangladesh, Japan, Thailand,
Turkey, Switzerland, China, Russia, Nepal, the
Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, Kuwait, Egypt,
Sudan, Romania, the Maldives, Tunisia, the USA,
Singapore, Malaysia, Hungary, Latvia, Ukraine and the
Philippines.

At this time when we are promoting Parliamentary
Friendship Associations, through which we were able to
disseminate knowledge and build up a strong economy, it
is very important to state here that the "Fox News" had
broadcast - it was amazing - "Fox News claims Sri Lanka
has the best performing Bourse in the world, February 21,
2011. The 'Fox News' in the US has said that the best
performing stock market in the world is in Sri Lanka."
These are facts that we could spotlight for the world to
know. People may decry our development due to
jealousy. The other day, it was unbecoming of a leader to
say things adverse, against the territorial integrity and the
freedom of our country before Hon. Speakers of other
countries and others who were present in the conference
hall. They also did not feel comfortable to hear such
things from our own leaders.

Therefore, through the Friendship Associations, we
can inculcate in them, be it the Leader of the Opposition
or the Members of the Opposition, the correct perspective
on our foreign policy, upholding the integrity and self-
respect of our country.

Thank you, Sir.

Bewedss e

(Nrdld FuTBTWST j6uider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair.

o0 0.8, ZSwoznem Swm
&®on5280)

(omessrLil@ sTerv.LN. SlFTHTWES - 2 Wi Hevall HewLFFT)

(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake - Minister of Higher Education)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.

(ceed  glmsons
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.

G008 O5IE 0

(pewevemgTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Now, | call upon the Hon. John Amaratunga to speak.

@6 @8dsT g@0n® Owm

(oreoryfl@ Ceomedr T GIBIGs)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

When we are debating our foreign relations, | would
like to place on record that the other day, we had the
Third Asia Regional Conference of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association in Sri Lanka. Also, | would
like to congratulate the Hon. Speaker, the Secretary-
General, the staff and the CPA Secretariat here headed by
Mr. Upali Kumarasinghe for doing a wonderful job, for
having made excellent arrangements. | am sure that all
the participants in the Conference, the Speakers, other
Members and officials, went back with very pleasant
memories and quite satisfied with the arrangements. |
wish to place that on record, first.

Secondly, talking of Friendship Associations, one
thing | have noticed is - the Hon. Azwer, the Hon.
Presiding Member, gave a past record of those
Associations for the last 20 to 30 years - although we
have formed all these Friendship Associations here with
the participation of our Members and most often with the
participation of the Ambassador of that respective
country, we do not see counter-associations formed in
those countries. Now, that is a matter for the Hon.
Minister of External Affairs and our representative in that
country must ensure that the formation of a counter-
association is promoted. Otherwise, it becomes a one-
sided affair. We only have it here, but we do not have one
in that country, where there could be groups of legislators
who would be looking at events that are taking place in
Sri Lanka and even promoting and defending Sri Lanka
at times of crises.

Ssrn0it) OIFno

(sewevensTHRIGL ° MILLNGTT SyeuTder)

(The Presiding Member)

When our Hon. Speaker visited Pakistan, they took up
the responsibility of forming a Pakistan-Sri Lanka
Friendship Association.

@G 05t gOOR® Owmo

(orerLyfl@ Ceomesr )T GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

That is good. At least here is a start now. As you
mentioned, earlier there was a very strong counterpart-
association with Korea. Because of that, there were so
many trade links, so many investors and so many
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industrialists came to Sri Lanka at that time. There were
regular exchange of delegations and there was a lot of
understanding between the legislators of the two
countries. The young Members of Parliament at that time
had the opportunity of exposing themselves to the foreign
policies and foreign relations in the legislatures in other
countries, as you quite rightly said. This is something
that we have to keep in mind. We are merely forming one
Association in Sri Lanka without having a counter-
association to go along with it.

The Hon. Minister of External Affairs is also present
here. It is his responsibility. He has to take an initiative in
this regard and instruct the Ambassadors or the High
Commissioners to meet the Speakers of those Assemblies
and leaders of the legislatures and tell them that there is a
Friendship Association in Sri Lanka and we would like to
have a counter-association in that part of the country. In
the good old days, we had a very strong counter-
association in the British Parliament.  They really
defended us at difficult times. They were very much
interested in Sri Lankan politics and what was happening
here. They did make periodical visits here. Our
Members of Parliament were also invited to their
countries. | remember when we were Members of the
COPE at that time - the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena was
also a Member of the COPE then - very often, once or
twice a year - the Committee got an invitation to visit
some of the European countries or the United States of
America or some countries in South Asia and we had a lot
of exchange of views with the other countries through the
two Committees - the Committee on Public Accounts and
the Committee on Public Enterprises. Both the
Committees had this opportunity. But, I do not see that
happening today.

G068 BB

(peweveSTHIGD 2 MmiriilesTi Sj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you would remember, we travelled to
most of the South Asian countries like Indonesia,
Thailand and other countries.

OG @t3sT g@0R® Bwm

(orerfl@ Ceomedr LT GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Yes, you were also part of that delegation. What | am
saying is that we do not get those types of invitations
coming to Sri Lanka now.

G068 BB
(peweveSTHIGD 2 MmiriilesTi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)

Through COPE?

B0 @EI5T @O0 Pwmo
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

The Hon. Minister of External Affairs, you must make
sure that the Ambassadors take an initiative in this regard.

Earlier the World Bank used to give us invitations, the
IMF used to give us invitations, then the ADB and the
UNESCO also used to give us invitations. All those
foreign institutions used to give opportunities for the
young Members of Parliament on both sides. | heard that
a group of Members of Parliament accompanied the Hon.
Speaker to Pakistan. The Hon. Speaker must take with
him Members of the Opposition too. After all, he is an
independent personality in the House. I am just
suggesting that it should be so. But, that does not mean
that we have a right to ask for it.

G520 OB

(BewevewGTHRIGL 2 Ml iesri Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

Two Hon. Members of the Opposition were named
but they did not join. One was from your side and the
other was from the TNA.

@0 @8dst g@0n® Owm

(oreoryfl@ Ceomedr T GIBIs)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

I am sorry. | did not know that. Otherwise we would
have substituted another name, if they were not going. It
is a simple thing.

Anyway, these are some of the things that 1 would
like to mention. | must congratulate the Hon. (Prof.)
Rajiva Wijesinha who moved this Adjournment Motion,
which is quite relevant. | can see that every other day a
Friendship Association is formed. There is a lot of
enthusiasm on both sides. But, the problem is whether it
is moving in the right direction. Hon. Minister of
External Affairs, in spite of all the problems that we have,
you are a very capable Minister. Nevertheless, | think
you should instruct your Ambassadors in this regard.
Take a list of all the Associations that have been formed
and tell the Ambassadors to please take an initiative to
move forward and have counter-associations functioning
there. Thereafter, Parliamentarians can meet up and have
discussions.

Thank You.

G068 5350

(pewevemgTHRIGL 2 Ml ilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris. You
have 15 minutes.

o6 (O0tabe) 8.03.88 ®wmw (Beden »Ogn
3@ ®0)

(wreryflg (Currdfwir)
WIUDSH6T SeWLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris - Minister of External Affairs)
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, | would like to bring to your kind
notice that today at the Consultative Committee Meeting
of the Ministry of Foreign Employment Promotion and
Welfare, the Hon. Dilan Perera suggested that young
Members of Parliament could accompany him when he
goes to the Middle Eastern countries. Now, taking a leaf
from it, as the Foreign Minister, can that be done at your
level? So, as the Hon. John Amaratunga put it, that will
be very educative for the young Members of Parliament
from both sides. Whenever you are going on a goodwill
mission or other areas of interest, you can take them to
accompany you. That will be very good in order to
promote closer friendship.

@G (BwaBadw) 8. OF. B3 ®wmo
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(The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris)

| agree entirely, Mr. Presiding Member. But, of
course there has to be acceptance of that idea by the
Opposition as well. As you yourself pointed out, Sir,
recently there were opportunities given to two Members

of the Opposition to join a foreign delegation. But, there
was some degree of reluctance on their part in accepting
that. | am aware of other instances where senior Members
of the Opposition have been invited to join Government
delegations, but there seemed to be some degree of
hesitation in responding affirmatively to those invitations.
So, this is all due to the suspicion, the rancour, the
acrimony that is regrettably a characteristic of the
political culture of our country. So, we need to shed that
attitude. It is not a good thing. Certainly let us engage
with each other - criticize in a constructive spirit. This is
exactly what Her Excellency Sushma Swaraj said to us:
"The conflict within the country is legitimate and
unavoidable but outside the shores of India, it is only the
interest of our motherland that motivates us in everything
that we say and do". How wonderful it would be, Mr.
Presiding Member, if we ourselves could take some
meaningful steps towards the accomplishment of that
ideal. I am not for a moment suggesting that this can be
done overnight. It is a process; it is not a single event, but
with firm resolve to achieve that, we certainly have the
resources in terms of our human resources, in terms of
our levels of education and the depth and richness of our
political experience over the decades.

My respectful submission therefore, Sir, is that we
draw upon the diversity of that experience in order to
move forward in accordance with the spirit that is
reflected in the contributions that were made a few
minutes ago, both by the Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha
and on behalf of the Opposition by the Chief Opposition
Whip, Hon. John Amaratunga. | thank you Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.31 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Thursday,
24th February, 2011.
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