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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER
[THE HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODYT] in the Chair.
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(Wrgld FUTHTWST HjeuTd6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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WESTERN PROVINCE AGRARIAN SERVICES
AUTHORITY DRAFT STATUTE

@0 gCwod S.00.08. 23Dl Swvmo

(omeTLyLfl@ VAN TE 67.6T.6TLD. SjsTV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of
Standing Committee “B”, | present the Report of
Standing Committee "B" on the Western Province
Agrarian Services Authority Draft Statute.

"REPORT

Your Committee having considered the "Western Province Agrarian
Services Authority draft Statute' of the Western Province Provincial
Council referred to the Committee under Standing Order 46 A (3) (a)
and the observations submitted by the Attorney-General’s Department,
the Legal Draftsman’s Department, and the relevant Ministries thereon
wishes to report that your Committee resolved to inform the Western
Province Provincial Council to re-draft the Statute in consultation with
the Attorney-General’s Department, the Legal Draftsman’s Department
and the relevant line Ministries and re-submit to the Parliament
incorporating the suggestions made by the relevant line Ministries."

o6 BAOE B8 ¢ BED Pwmn (D8@be wm &
8o meOrumier gRwsn® 6w HEEed®xIned
89I5NBEHHS)

(orewsryllg Blwsd Aplure & Aeveur - Frlurser, Bieuer
WPSTEDLESIU SEDLOFEFHLD LITTTEHLOGTDE FeLI (LPGH6V6M (L)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Irrigation
and Water Resources Management and Leader of the House of
Parliament)

I move,

"That the report of the Standing Committee "B" on the Western
Province Agraraian Services Authority Draft Statute be accepted.”

g S®az &Y, wes ®®» Sa.
aflearir BFHLILIL(B) sTDmI%ClBTeTamLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bewrdehs mOznemn®

(Nrdlé surprusi Sjeuirser)

(The Deputy Speaker)

I shall direct the Secretary-General of Parliament to
forward the views of Parliament on the Draft Statute to
the Western Province Provincial Council under Standing
Order No. 46(3)(b).
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EASTERN TOURISM BUREAU DRAFT STATUTE

©d aCwd £.60.68. 3308 Swma

(omesTLyfl @ SVADTE 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the Chairman of
Standing Committee “B”, | present the Report of Standing
Committee “B” on the Eastern Tourism Bureau Draft

Statute.
"REPORT

Your Committee having considered the “Eastern Tourism Bureau”
draft Statute of the Eastern Provincial Council, referred to the Standing
Committee “B” by the Parliament under Standing Order 46A (3) (a) and
the proposals submitted by the relevant officials of the Attorney
General’s Department, Legal Draftsman’s Department and the Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority thereon wishes to report to Parliament
that your Committee resolved to inform the Eastern Provincial Council
to redraft the Statute with the consultation of the Department of Legal
Draftsman, as the draft Statute has not been prepared as per the required
procedure.”

@6 BOE 880 ¢ BT ®wmn
(wrewryfl@ Blwsv APlLmey & Fsveur)
(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

I move,

"That the report of the Standing Committee "B" on the Eastern
Tourism Bureau Draft Statute be accepted”.

g E@ezn 8o, t3tvr 3OOz S,
T A BGSLILIL (B THMYS CIBTETMLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bewades Oznemn®)

(Nrgd FUTHTWST SjeuTs6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

I shall direct the Secretary-General of Parliament to
forward the views of Parliament on the Draft Statute to
the Eastern Province Provincial Council under Standing
Order No. 46(3)(b).
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CHICKEN AND EGG PRODUCTION IN EASTERN
PROVINCE: DETAILS
0785/°10

5. @6 geri®r v®ed Pudde

(orewryflg (Hpwgl) SCerrwor &wGs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage)
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@snETE eueur@ wreul L gglesr GlumHL(HLb

QavallPeusn@  eTliumidhdaleTn

QB Tema 6T616ATEEUGTLIENSWL|LD

I @)FFemLd@ mlailiiumryr?
(®) @srCmev, syeir?

asked
Development:

the Minister of Livestock and Rural Community

(@  Will he state separately-

(i)

)

(iii)

(iv)

the number of farmers engaged in poultry
farming for the production of chicken and the
production of eggs ;

the amount of chicken and eggs produced
monthly ; and

the subsidies granted by the government for
poultry farming and the amount of money spent
for it annually ;

with respect to each district in the Eastern
Province?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i)

(i)

the programmes that are expected to be
implemented by the Government in time to
come in order to enhance the production of eggs
and the production of chicken in each district of
the Eastern Province ; and

the amounts of money that are expected to be
spent by the Government for each district in
order to implement the aforesaid programmes?

()  If not, why?

O3S PHEOST eMeFVOST Bwmn (8@ 8@sxf ¥ YW&e
5t 30805 gL ®9)

(wreryfl@ DmIpHeT C\GTERTL LOTET - HTEVBENL eUeTTLIL],
Srrflu Fereeps yalhsH L)

(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman - Minister of Livestock
and Rural Community Development)

@) (i) 1. Trincomalee District - 7416
2. Batticaloa District - 12867
3. Ampara District - 15213
(i)
District No. of Monthly Monthly
poultry | production | production of
farm of chicken eggs
families
Trincomalee | 7,416 167,100 2,449,020
Batticaloa 12,867 | 338,760 1,327,740
Ampara 15,213 1,336,950 | 2,882,010
Total 35,496 1,842,810 | 6,658,770
(iii)  Inthe year 2010, Rs. 1 million has been allocated
for operating 777 domestic poultry units and 410
units have been already established.
(b) (i) For the year 2011, it is proposed to establish

444 new small-scale commercial poultry farms
in 3 districts and Rs. 1 million has been
allocated.

For the year 2011, it is proposed to establish
1777 new domestic poultry units in 3 districts
and Rs. 2 million has been allocated.

Rs. 2 million has been allocated to improve the
Trincomalee poultry breeder farm to increase
the day-old chick production.

(b) {il} Government-gxp e on jncreasing - Production of eggs and chicken - 2011

Trincomalee Batticaloa District |Ampara District
District amount  |Amount allocated |Amount allocated
Programme P s i
= allocated (million |(million Rs.) (million Rs.)
Rs.)
Establishment of new 0.2475 0.315 0.4375

poultry farms
Establishment of 0.495 0.63 0.875
commercial poultry units
Establishment of domestic
puoltry management units
Establishment of domestic 0.1
poultry breeder units

(c) Not relevant.

Bewrdes mOznemn®
(Nrdlé surprwsi ojeuiss)
(The Deputy Speaker)

0o Y& Bedmdo ¢?

@0 geyI® vded Puridw
(wressrfl@ (S Hwd) o Gerriom &wCs)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage)
Bedmda.

Hon. Minister, my first Supplementary Question is -
the Hon. Minister of Finance stated that he will be
implementing a loan scheme with an 8 per cent interest
for the livestock sector - whether it is applicable to the
poultry sector also because it was stated that it is
applicable only for the livestock sector, mainly for the
dairy farmers?

DG PHE OB emeBROsT Bwmo
(oresstLyfl @ DpmIpSHesT GG TevsTL LOT6HT)
(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)
Yes, it is applicable.

@0 geyI® vded Puridw

(wressrfl@ (S Hwd) o Gerriom &wCs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage)

Then, | want to know whether the Government is
planning to import eggs and chicken continuously.

OO PHE OB emet®sT Bwmo

(oreT Ll @ pmILpSH6sT O\ TETOTL LoT6DT)

(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)

Import of eggs and chicken does not come under me.
You will have to ask that from the Minister of Co-
operatives and Internal Trade.

@0 geI® vPed BB
(wrewnryfl@ (FHwd) HCerror @)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage)

But, you have to see that it is not done.
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@G GO eHDOBT Owmo

(omessrLyLO& D miLpd6sT G\ TeudTL_LDT6IT)

(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)

If there is a shortage, we have to accommodate
people's needs.

@G gey® v®ed PuEdw
(orevryil@ (Fmgl) HCearrwor &wGs)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage)
But, you have to -

@5 PG eHDOET Owmo

(omessTLyLO& D miLpd6sT G\ TevdTL_LDT6IT)

(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)

On my part, | have to see that the chicken production
is increased locally.

06 2emd® vded PuISw

(oreryil@ (Fpwgl) HCarrwr &wGs)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage)

The poultry farmers are utterly depressed over the
importation of chicks and eggs.

@5 PG YOS e Owmo
(oredryLll @ mILpsH6T Gl TEdTL LoT6dT)
(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)
No, no. There is a group of -

Bewadss mOnemn®)

(Nrdld FuTHTWST Sj6uTd6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, the Hon. Minister has given the
answer.

@5 RGO eHDOBT Owmo

(LomesstLyLO& D miLpd6sT G\ TevdTL_LDT6IT)

(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)

There is a group trying to carry out a mafia with the
poultry industry. But, as of now -we had a shortage - it is
coming under control.

@0 ¢3S Bwetdmd Dnm

(wrevryflg swrdy) LwGsasr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

O Bewd®s mOsNemROB, BRBIDD andL YBH®.

as’ PBHEDE O Bedn) WO ©E FIn DnewxsI®
®o o BoWIWOE B OB VL. Com0ed RWE?
80 dfemsl 8 458. v B e ww freezer dexnd
Besizy wemdn. & Ded08 nos. VAR 5D, @@
PDBDD WO ITHODE CtoeBm OB BHOCHDE
Bo. 8@ 055 v 8w Yy 6080 #OBR® S&w
RIN®O P Bedm emond end I Besiesy
©1BwWD Bedmdr BeE. ©iBw@dD 3B 0535 »HO
BRI e Beawlesy. I Bw ©0 In®ieesy
e®90Dewsy 8vsin) @88, O O 0® BB PBIBHS
WO ©® S0 8enIGmeEIO WV @B eI e® PWS
0 owie BIVDewsY Beadmdie, e BB MCTH®D
BOITAD 8@ 8Os @i 0w BBWO FMOODW WIBIB)
$e) OB BEedg eo®imnlc Bwo.

@ PG GO eSOy Bwm

(omesstL 0@ D mips6dT Gl TEUdTL LOTEIT)

(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)

My part is only to see how we can increase the
production locally. We are taking action on that. With
regard to the importing of chicken, eggs and all that, you
ask from the Minister of Co-operatives and Internal
Trade. On our part, we import day-old chicks and we are
trying to increase the number of day-old chicks produced
in this country, by which we will get over the present
problem.

Bewrdes mOsnem

(Nrdléd Furprusi Sjeuirdssr)

(The Deputy Speaker)

90 aed AWEST O ¢TI BIvN.

@0 ¢33 Bwetimd Ovm

(wressrfl@ swrdm wCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

@6 Beawlesy o0 Bewdss mONemnOB, o®

DRED -

Bewrdehs D100

(Nrdld FUuTBTWST SjeuTss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

©0 OIERE ¢5¥ ydmw@ Gy, ©S $OBHD @
20ed eI BOITVewsy o FBdwW coivn.

@0 ¢88 Bwetmd Owm

(oressryLfl@ swrd P LuCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

50 O B0nde ©¢sIny OO Bewdes HOIENEDROA.
@B, 00 ydme B Hood VIO Cowred
hatcheries ©(ged® 2B BB, B »n€wd O
81000 05y By emn. (53 WO 8 Becdd i8eE e¢Bwv
omEedeseni.

@ PG GO eSOy Bwm

(omessrL 0@ Dpmips6dT Gl TEUdTL LOTEDT)

(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)

This is not an issue which has cropped up yesterday or
the day before yesterday. It has been coming down for
some time. So, what we are trying to do is to rectify it.
Now, we are getting back the hatcheries into operation.
We are going to open up a new hatchery in Batticaloa
also.

@0 ¢33 Bwetimd Ovm

(wrenryflg swrdp) LwGesr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

The problem is, now a kilo of chicken is Rs. 295 and a
small chick should be sold at Rs. 40.

OO PG Y ®sT emed®sT Owm
(oreryLfl@ pmiIps6iT Gl TETdTL LoT6DT)
(The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman)

You can get a day-old chick at Rs. 60.
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Bewedss mOnemn®)

(Nrdld FuTHTWST Sj6uiTdH6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

©0 OG0B, ¥ and y@m DO g 9OsB. We
are now moving on to the next Question - gadz gm 6, ©;
IR vBCen OIEH©o.

gmdedes 300w o & 0O VOB B BB

e3®e50¢2) DsosaBe

95TV BHTLD LOHMILD FMHWMUWI6) & T TLOBIG6T:

GIYBT UPHBIH6) &(HEHBIL L LD

AKURESSA TOWN AND NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES:

DRINKING WATER PROJECT
0798/°10

6. @6 §ddm vhdem Pvm

(wrer @ Lgge L)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

SR 9Oees M BCEBDHD GOIBHBRECOTT e YRBIG-
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00w BE PO I csiemBe?
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@5I5) D@ wewsy mosTemBe?
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(iv)
Sjeur @\FFewus@ SyMlalliiumyr?

9|56 HHBLTHSI BleweVewLd WTEHETLIENSHIL|LD

(1) GupLy Fraupnssd) S L samg CFwhubBSSH
QUBET  cpevoTs  LWSTELMID  CBrdhssamsd
O revT(heTem 6TEUOT6U 6 &

@@ unsigerflsst
6T S56M 6T 6TEHTLIGNSIL|LD;

(i) Qasdr Wb wisEHEG GuBT enpEIGUSDHE
THTUTTSESIUGESTH  STevsusH WD  WTGlH6sT
LIEnG LD

Sjeut @Y Heurym?

@ @mev, erein?

asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage :

@)

(b)

©

©

Is he aware that a project for providing drinking water
was started with foreign aid nearly five years ago to
meet the water requirements of the Akuressa Town and
a few villages in its neighbourhood within the Akuressa
Divisional Secretariat Division in Matara District?

Will he inform this House -

(i) the country and the financial institution which
provided aid for the implementation of that
project;

(ii)
(iii)

the amount of aid received in that respect;

the date by which that water project has to be
completed;

(iv)

Will he state -

the current condition of that project?

(i) the number of families targeted to benefit from
the implementation of that water project;

(i)

the timeframe within which the said people are
expected to be provided with drinking water?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the electrification projects which have been
proposed to be implemented in the North-
Western Province;

(i)  separately, of the financial provisions allocated
for each of the aforesaid projects ; and

(iii)y  the financial sources from which the aforesaid
provisions have been allocated?

()  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development:

(@  Will he state separately-

(i) the number of workers engaged in marine and
inland fishing industry;

(if)  the marine and inland fish production per month;
and

(iii)  the subsidies granted by the Government for

marine and inland fishing industry and the

amount of money spent for it annually;

(iv) with respect to each district in the Eastern
Province?

(b)  Will he inform this House of-

(i) the programmes that are expected to be
implemented by the Government in time to
come in order to enhance marine and inland
fishing industry ; and

(if)  the amounts of money that are expected to be
spent by the Government for each district in
order to implement the aforesaid programmes?

()  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources Development)
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@) @Cmev, esir?

asked the Minister of Higher Education :
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the number of students enrolled to the Open
University of Sri Lanka annually, from 1994
up to now ;

(i)  of the amount of money allocated to the Open
University by the government annually ;

(iii)  of the amount of money charged from a student
per year ;

(iv) separately, of the amounts received annually by
that University under foreign loans or aid from
1994 up to now ;and

(v) of the amount received by that University in
each year within that period from all three
sources of foreign loans, aid and government
provisions ?

(b)  Will he inform this House of-

(i) the total number of persons who graduated in
different courses from 1994 to 2009;

(if) the number of those graduates with respect to
each year separately ;

(iii)  the cost of creating a graduate with respect to
each course ; and

(iv) the number of graduates created as per each
province?

()  Ifnot, why?
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()  @)rCmev, eyeor?

asked the Minister of Environment:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the extent of the land belonging to the Sinharaja
Forest which is a World Heritage site ;

(if)  the names of the forests that were decided to be
taken over by the Department of Forest
Conservation for the expansion of the Sinharaja
Forest, according to the Cabinet Memorandum
dated 22" July 2004 ;

(iii)  whether those forests have been transferred to
the relevant institution by now ; and

(iv) if not, the reasons for that?
(b)  Will he state-

(i)  whether the lands belonging to the Land Reform
Commission that were decided to be provided to
the Sinharaja Forest have been leased out by
now ; and

(if)  if so, the institution to which those lands were
leased out, the lease period and the lease
agreements?

()  Will he inform this House whether measures will be
taken to provide the relevant forests to the Department
of Forest Conservation, acting in compliance with the
said Cabinet Memorandum?

(d)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(@  Will he state -

(i)

)

the amount of money allocated under the "Gama
Neguma" Project for the development of small
tanks in the Puttalam District; and

the names of the tanks that are being developed?

(b)  Will he admit that-

(i)

under this project, approval has been sought
from the Divisional Secretary, the Agrarian
Services Officer, the Additional Commissioner
of Agrarian Services and the Director General of
Agrarian Services of the Department of Agrarian
Services to develop small tanks in the Puttalam
District; and

(i)

920

the farmer organizations that are involved in
rehabilitating tanks are immensely
inconvenienced as they are unable to complete
their work as planned before the rainy season,
owing to this long procedure in obtaining
approval?

(¢)  Will he inform this House whether he will take steps to-

@)

(i)

arrange for the approval for the development of
small tanks be given to the farmer organizations
only upon the recommendations of the
Divisional Secretary and the Agrarian Services
Officer; and

implement an effective programme through
which these small tanks development schemes
can be carried out within a short period as two
weeks?

(d)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education :

(@  Will he state the amount of financial allocation made by
the Ministry of Education for the North-Western
Province in each year during the period from year 2005
to year 2010?

(b)  Will he submit to this House separately, a report on the
teachers received appointments and a report on the
schools that were closed down in the North-Western
Province during the period from year 2005 to year
2010?

(c)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Sports :
(@  Will he state-

(i) the number of sports bodies come under the
Ministry of Sports;

(ii)  the names of the District in which those institutes
have been established;

(iii)  the names of the persons holding key positions;
(iv)  the number of other representatives; and
(v) their dates of birth ?

(b)  Will he also state-

(i) the number and the names of such institutes
which have been legislated;

(i)  the amount of money that the Government has
granted to each institution?

()  Will he inform-

(i) whether it is required by Sports Ordinance, No.
25 0of1973 and Sports amendment Act, 47

0of 1993  to submit the accounts of institution as
per (a)i to the Parliament;

(if) as to why the accounts of such institutions and
central accounts of Cricket Board are not
being submitted to Parliament; and

(iii)  the accounts of Cricket Board for last 5 years?
(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health:

(@  Will he admit that the former Minister of Health made a
statement in Parliament on 10.06.2010 that the
immunization programme of the Government was
debilitated and the Opposition was responsible for that?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the immunization programme of the
Government is debilitated;

(ii)  if so, the reasons for that; and

(iii)  of the steps that will be taken to implement the
immunization programme again successfully , if
it is debilitated at present?

()  If not, why?
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@)CmeD, reir?

asked the Minister of Economic Development:

@)

(b)

©

(@)

©)

Will he inform-

(i) whether the Trincomalee-Habarana road in the
Eastern Province is a road proposed for
development ;

(ii) if so, whether this road is being developed by
now?

If this road is being developed, will he inform this
House of-

(i) itslength in kilometres ;

(ii) the proposed date for the completion of its
work ;

(iii)  the amount of money estimated for this purpose?
Will he state-
(i)  whether tenders were called for the construction

of this road ;

(i) if so, the names of institutions that submitted
tenders ;

(iiiy the bids forwarded by the respective
institutions ;

(iv)  the institution for which the tender was awarded
and the price of bid?

Will he inform this House-

(i) whether the total amount of estimated money for
the construction of this road was obtained from

local funds ;

(if)  if not, whether it was obtained through foreign
aid ;

(iii) if foreign aid was obtained, the name of the
donor country?

If not, why?
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B)eTCmev, sTeir?
asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources
Management:
Is he aware that-

the Deduru Oya Scheme, initiated under the
scheme of developing 10 rivers simultaneously,
under the Mahinda Chintana Programme, is a
highly successful scheme ; and

the development activities of the Sengal Oya
Scheme, coming under the Deduru Oya Scheme
have been stalled?
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(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of tanks in the Puttalam District fed
by the waters of the Deduru Oya Scheme;

(if)  the names of those tanks;

(iii)  whether irrigation schemes will be constructed in
relation to those tanks;

(iv) the extent in the Puttalam District that is fed by
these irrigation schemes;

(v) the time that will be taken to complete that
scheme; and

(vi) whether steps will be taken to complete this
scheme expeditiously?

()  Ifnot, why?
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Sjeui @)FFemus @ plailiiumryr?
()  @)er@mev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of  Fisheries and Aquatic

Resources Development:

(@ Isheaware that-

(i) a large number out of those who engage in
fishing industry in the District of Hambantota,
engage in seine net fishery ;

(i) all the seine nets were destroyed due to the
Tsunami disaster ; and

(iii)  seine net fishing industry has suffered a setback
as a result of introduced small fishing vessels to
the fishing industry?

(b)  Will he state -

(i) the number of harbours within the district of
Hambantota where seine net fishing industry is
carried out ; and

(if)  the names of those harbours?
()  Will he inform this House of-

(i) the names of the fishermen who engaged in seine
net fishing industry in the district of Hambantota
prior to the Tsunami disaster and the number of
registered seine nets with relevance to each
harbour separately ;

(i) the number of seine nets registered at those
harbours and the names of seine net fishermen,
after the Tsunami disaster ;

(iii)  the concessions provided by the Government to
the seine net fishermen who lost their nets due to
the Tsunami disaster ;

(iv) the names of those who received such
concessions ; and

(v) the steps that will be taken regarding the seine
net fishermen who have not received those
concessions so far?

(d) If not, why?
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Mass Media and Information:
he state-

the names of all the TV stations operating in the
country and the names of the Owners and
Directors of those TV stations;

the number of frequencies issued to those TV
stations and what the channel numbers are;

the number of people working in each of those
stations;

the dates from which each of the stations are
operating ;

the amount of taxes paid by the aforesaid TV
stations for the last 5 years on per year basis;
and

(vi)
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the amount of taxes paid on import of foreign
films by each channel for last five years
separately?

(b)  If not, why?
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06. Emndoch Sonledes ofolo mooes
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00 aC®d £.60.68. 2508 Pwmn
(omedTLLfl@ VAN TE 67.6TF.6TLD. Sy6VV6UNT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

@6 OBCE B08-» Swmn

(revsrLLll@ Tewiley allda)rndnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Oueme § 8BS ocIm yhded gddmye mOs 0dn
w0 WS OB VYT Hwo WEo.

Bewadss 2Sznemn®o

(Nrdlé FUTHTWST SjeuTd6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
What is your point of Order, Hon. Azwer?

@6 eS8 &.89.98. 308 Owmn

(omressTL 0@ VAN TEY 67.6TF.6TLD. By6VV6UIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, according to Standing Order No. 23, a notice must
be submitted to the Secretary-General in writing giving
the Questions or Motions. The Hon. Leader of the
Oposition is reading a e=& dmned E@® ded dmz. ©d;
Bewdss »OnemROB, HeODHHO yodawd GESE
0@ PHBLROBO 8@ oy [P BBOW] 08 »I®
DD 0BIm? [P BBOW] @B OO ©DE®
OBIBYD0¢?

Bewdts Orznemn®o

(Nrdld FuTHTILST Sj6uTd6lT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, that is not a point of Order. That was
submitted at the meeting of Committee on Parliamentary
Business and was given to the Secretary-General as
well. Generally, only two pages are allowed, but since
this is a matter of national importance, it was allowed.
Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you can continue.

@6 OBCE BO8-» Swmn
(mevsrLL0l@ Tewiley alldasrndnis)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
I will be very brief.

& Rded, Semd v § “HrmOD BEBO Bz R EOD
RPYBTO B Pem. @DIwNO®O PBwIed Ha@DEwe Bwo
el 88 0@ BB meg Y. Y0 8OITVews HEO
800 gl BPoed sy ged Jed WMERHD ¥ Y
Bexo@m @rwnm emnd ¢wdew merg Beco 48 ¢iesy
. RS emynd; #»de wew, ovimes oCIm
DICQRT DONERT WE aNT] YOO god HE®EsY
@5y o Y. ¢l B»o8x "wiy" OB e0d eRdwem
CYTH gNNB 0wl Bwd A @@ DrumIed YN Eo®
B CEOS B O OO ged ACTE Hw meg WL
DO goessNdBIH WCers Duwme B¢ § ©dds dw
DEOIWSTmB WS OBO0 ownd Bumd ur YOBIO wvm
G 200 BR0 Bwudsd 0500 B308.
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@0 DOBDOELT 0wl Pedt)ed s Vel ensy Wy
G owldm yoOEE Sumd ©y LSOO HoBwew
Creasiery Y. SNIsBROE @snd ®eHoWO Bw
830€sY, S350 DO WO 0v BID %0 ©Is Vedeed
BE ME VOGRS 200 smmded DL O BedssIensy mwi.
0eCEd e §iC Bwe® Wity Bwr BEB5TO B
B8O 5180 ws) Dw-nn 0dfe BHFDWsTensy ewvd VYT
13 @B gudem nHews’ 88e® »d g svg diesy
NP @@ D B Y e ¢ ¢wed oa00m DM
200 8 Beadmo.

@0 g8 5.00.08. ol Swm
(oreTL i@ VAN 67.6T.6TLD. Sj6rV6uT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdehs D100

(Nrdld FuTBTWST SjeuTss)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! What is the point of Order?

@0 g8 5.90.08. ol Swm

(oreTL i@ VAN 67.6Td.6TLD. Bj6rV6uT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition cannot make
vile statements. He is referring to the conduct of the
President of this country.

Bewrdehs mODsnem

(Nrdld FUuTBTWST SjeuTesT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

No, there was no reference to the conduct of the
President.

00 gCd £.00.08. 208 Bwmn

(el @ SVADTED 67.6TF.6TLD. SjeV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, he himself is a disaster. That is right.
cannot -

But, he

Bewrdes mOsnemn

(Nrdld FUuTBTWST SjeuTesT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

If there are any statements contrary to the Standing
Orders, those portions will be expunged from Hansard.
Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you can continue; @25
DO WOBIBY.

@0 OBE SnO8-» Owm

(wrevry @ remilev afldalrwdnig)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

got Bed Aga Bue dmrw D18 WO, BONS gDENOE
CO0® @mw B Do WwE MY BOYSWewsI® Srxnr edr. &
850 e0dE ©0DE ©-DRJD &y DR ewd D OB
B3 ond 09l Do 95Im) BB 0¥l BBID W eNnd
RO . PO . DY eEiD BosTensy
e®me? ©0nd v Bo wBs <€ Dm WIWHO
e08ced IO B wy eewd A ¢ DB, ©d¢
Ped8m ymrwwe? AT D0 BE @ BIC OO
Beadmdr. & mE OmDin) 90de®s] vy Do »OWR HB®
genud. »5I OO BRG, »oses’ I Bwed. o®
EImed Do B BBE ayohsy Hewddm 3w gem

gm0 Mo OO 8w owmmE B € @B Bw & go
D DeE DDy o DdDiwws Busisy D OB oey
F0m eoww ©pow, evwd Du B mdso B
O C1EOBREY 0000 IFTHS & Y ©mewId e¢mdr 8
RBe®xsy ¢ 0 wwun ROBC? YEHO 1GIO &0 D5Imd
3Dos vy IO wwE WO S 8. e Yy evdE
@QODEDED D538, B0@ e D®mDITO D538 b Sw ¢nd.
88 Berier’ 00e8. O 9xT0 8dmw A ecsim;
9535 BITD) DWW Ao ¢BIDY; w6 eHI OB BHOWH
Coh eem). Yend® BO BB powdBmDwedsl emed
0OEsY ¥PTed Brx¥ed Bedsiesy sywr.

©® Onemewns’ DIF® B0 ud grfer @@l 8w
OOWEYD TSI S25r5008. Besnd wf EHHBDe®nsY
Buwd audmOn Dt 018 88ww 9ulery & yeodwdcl. &
Beso O& gdomyen, O A0 & yodaw 0dn ewd »E
Gn8. 88 OB gdmes owd deds 18 BEeden
Bwoos@m 0 B8 e qud 5O cvemnsImd v
©O0 N @B ©OBL YoldrwsIH “mmMD OB
RYVed Daestdm WS W De® & pedi)d BB DI Bwo
@E0wer eOOD® WS BWT. IBE PO WL Bwdsd
3500857 83 PAEOHHOES Y BO® »J Beadmdo.
RPsTed endE @idE Brne @D ¢w 8w 05Im G
oo . € ®Y B ©bn qudn DI ERDBIB
Ond . BB, o emig I, vE SPE @I O®BIB
2 DD

@0 Bo¥d endbis Pwmo

(orevwsrLll@ FHCesreiy @ 6vT6ouTSH60T)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

et Do o BB ydmed oI Swo. [P
BEO®] 02200 wdIH .

@G 0B E Bp@8-w» @vmo

(orenrLfl@ rewilsL allsHrwdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

®ORCO @O Py erdEDE e®eed B8 edE), 95T
BOID o 51, [P BIO)

@6 Berld endiis Ownm

(wrenryfl@ FBesrag @ swrouigerr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

©D) ORSC By B»SO® BeHDo. [P BI®]

@G 0B E Bp@8-w» @wvmo

(orenrLfl@ rewilsL allsHrwdlnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

00 RIRDO ewe Cedn Bwxstm®. There is a
report in "The Guardian" that 400,000 children are
without food in Hambantota. ¢ 8»cs exwed&, "Save the
Children" Fund ez - [@:20 B8®]

@6 Bertd enddis Ownm
(wrenryflg SCesras @ swrouigerr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O° RINDEHST WICEOH gHBIHS.

@G 0B E Bp@8-w» @wvmo
(orerLfl@ rewilsy allsHrvdlnigs)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
Okay.
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@0 Le’d endiRm Ownm

(wrenryfl@ HGesrey @ euwTeu i)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

RIN® BEoxImdag, @O0 oy Bw afdy Bed

average om ded ec@ s D80 D19 em Bweo.

@0 OBE SnO8-» Owm
(wrevry @ remilev afldalrwdnig)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
I BEwx Beso »O& -

@0 Le’d endiRm Ownm

(wrenryfl@ HGesrey @ euwreuigeur)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

RIn® I» BEwsImoe? Do you agree? That is a record.
That is the real record, which you should accept.

@0 6BE Bp®8-» Owmo

(wrevstyfl @ remflev allsalrwdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Are you accepting that? Okay, | accept it. Let me
answer that.

@0 Le’d endiRm Ownm

(wrenryfl@ HGesrey @ euwTeuigeur)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
It is an unprecedented rainfall.

@0 OBE Bn@8-» Owmo

(oreryfl@ remilsy allsalrvdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Okay. So, let me answer. - [Interruption.]

@0 (2908) ®585Y BT Bwmn (Bwesm ©®IsTOmH
0 BVEZ WOYD §DoBEo)

(wrewryfl@ (seorplgl) Guiallsst Heveur - wohser GmLiLy,
LO& 6T HEYIUVBEIT [EVLOFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva - Minister of Public Relations
and Public Affairs)

B8sImnstes 1958 9udo -

@0 08 E Spe8-» Ovm

(wressryfl@ remflev alléalrwdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

®® 1958 quceoad vy, 80 edesEE euceed. Do
BBO] aed o o¥d @eudbryy HOBY® BOO S Tmw
O 8 EBOTD Dmbr. & uedsy 8g Heay Ben 2005
gom 13 ¢omy § Comn Ouesmy BELomiem vmest 11 OB
DosiBe woer Hhm ODvwm DFTOGE Y »eg
syFord 8?7 Why did you not - that is what | am asking
you - declare a state of disaster? You all knew it, but you
did not do it. Thank you very much.

& B0 0520ed8,- [P BEO] VIR & ¢dedGied
2005 g 13 ¢com § Gomw D8 eI smes 11
OB DoIBe woer w8 nFF e yma meg vl &
B0 ©0ed8, O OO »D MCHmeE BeIHO.
[@000 BBO] @O @@ BusImr®.

OECITHOD, OOWEHD, adsd OB 2SFPFOR
388 @DENODE 0w ©T) CAD WBIY) WY, fCetdwd wy
eI BBV @¢ OF Wi ©ORC gDFNOWE e®fw WO

goc B3O wew gdas wBiy wy BYeed Y. 0® Wiy
0y B3CR® ©lwd® BEow®med ©» VOVTeHO
D1022B0E0 @wicdr Bedmd. (i@, O 80Oy
cBOGed mEed 8O @Eddey SR, & Ded®
80RO w@cw P Y Dena Hew. [t BES]

@G ©8sI¢ a®SS Owmmn
(1oreryifl@ wanflbs Sjwrafr)

(The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera)
R BB YRl BW;. [P BBO]

@0 B85 @O B (§eE M DO ©wdsem
Bowdess g@imsn®o)

(orenTLll@ ESTERROT GHewTauTHer - Blgl, Sl 18l Lilrg)
S|WFFT )

(The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena - Deputy Minister of
Finance and Planning)

D008 w0.

@6 OBCE BO8-» Swmn

(omevsrLL0l@ Temiley alldas]rndnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

NV, emBIWDD HBO ©nsIm 1¥Bwdid yeodned
aeens’ R BOOB wey Bw ged ded &5ym000 $E
Bectomo ¢¢ G8uiE 125 80 e0vdsin 8g 0D, [P
B8O

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o

(Nrgd FuTHTWLST j6euideT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

®o; Bomls e,
YRS BEHBY B edOE.

e Bestesd n@ied

@G OBCE Bn®8-» Swmo

(orevsrLll@ Temfley allda)rvdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Em o5y . ®D ersndgen »HO 08 BE vy oo
O, ¢ OB, eWBIDB HWO 0 D D
BecdD® 0i86E 1258 00dsIs) 0D Beadm .

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o

(Nr@d FuTHTWLST j6euid6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Thank you, Hon. Leader of the Opposition. ®2z®:0
@300 &NBAB. INSed Ymnw ¢dwim DO esem 0.
RIN® 157 WD WIBTesT Ymnnewss 80 E8EEo.

@6 6BE Bp®8Bew» Swmn

(oresryyfl@ rewilsy allsHlrwdnigs)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

D, ©D BOD). [@ads BBO] myw. ©®® comment B eo.
On®) BDDs -

Beawadss 2Sznemn®o

(Nrdld FUTHTWST Sj6uTd6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

BT YR goHsY Dol eBemBIesT.

@6 OBCE BO8-» Swmn

(omrevsrLL0l@ TemileL alldasrndnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

00 Busiesy c@n® BDD ewmweg IETIesT B0
DO BwEo. 985 ©© emveg dEsIes’ 580 as3Be
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al Arrangements for DRM in SriLanka

There have been efforts by individual specialized agencies in different aspects of disaster
management in the past decade or so. However, in the absence of a legal framework for disaster
management, so far there has been no coordinated mechanism for a holistic approach to DRR in Sri
Lanka.

Specialized institutions such as the National Building Research Organisation (NBRO), Centre for
Housing Planning and Building (CHPB), Urban Devel i Authority (UDA), National
Physical Planning Department (NPPD), Coast Conservation Department (CCD), Sri Lanka Land

Reel, ion and Develof Corporation (SLLRDC), Irrigation Department (1D), Central
Envis I Authority (CEA), Deg of Mi logy (DoM), Geol I Survey and
Mines Bureau (GSMB) and some other agencies of the government have also been playing
imp roles indifferent fDRM in Sri Lanka.

Apart from landslide mitigation work by NBRO and urban disaster mitigation work by CHPB and
UDA, most of the focus was on post-disaster response. There were no legislative arrangements
specific to disasters that could integrate the work of different players at all levels, DRM efforts

remained largely di from the devels processe

In the former set up, the Ministry of Women's Empowerment and Social Welfare, created the
National Disaster Management Centre (NDMC) under a cabinet paper, as a division to carry out
the Ministry's post-disaster relief at district and divisi

level along with training and
st stakeholders, These responsibilities have since been ito the
recently created Disaster Management Centre, under the Ministry of Disaster Management,

The widespread destruction caused by the 2004 tsunami reconfirmed the urgent need for multi-
sectoral, int | and multi-disciplinary app

o manage disaster risks in the

4
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country. In the aftermath of the tsunami, a number of initiatives have been undertaken 1o address
DEM issues over short and medium terms within the context of the post-tsunami recovery as well
as over the long term with a view to integrating DRM with the devel

In the aftermath of the Tsunami, the following interim committees were set up in the area of disaster
management:

« AParli 1 to review the current status of DRM in the
country and make F . This multi-party committee adopted a
highly consultative process across institutions and made extensive use of national and
international expertise to come up with a comprehensive report.

v Select C ittee was
dati for 1

* An Interim Commitice on EW Systems was set up to review the existing (multi-hazard) EW
systems in the country and make recommendations.

The reports of these committees as well as the broad-based dialogue started by them have

1 to the imp of DRM
The Government of Sri Lanka has taken the following imp steps 1
legislative and institutional ar for DRM in the country:

* InMay 2005, the Sri Lanka Disaster Management Act No. 13 of 2005 (hereafter, referred to as
the 'DM Act') was enacted (see Annex [ DM Aet). This provides the legal basis for a DRM
system in the country. The Act establishes the National Council for Disaster Management
(NCDM), chaired by H.E. the President, vice-chaired by the Hon. Prime Minister with
participation of the leader of Opposition, Mini: Provincial Council Chief Ministers and
five members of the Opposition. This high-level oversight body, provides direction to DRM
efforts in the country.

* The Disaster Management Centre (DMC) was established in July 2005, to implement the
directives of the NCDM,

* The Ministry for Disaster M. was blished in N 2005 under the Prime
Minister to take the lead role in directing the strategic pl for disaster resy risk
itigation, preg i planning and risk red,



Outcomes

Provisions of the
Sri Lanka DM Act,
No. 13, 2005
implemented

Outputs! Activiti

iationnl policy on DRM prepared

Advisory Committees established

iii. National Disaster Management Plan for Sri
Lanka prepared

iv. DM Plans for Ministries, Line Agencics,
‘Corporations prepared

Activities:

- Develop a National policy on DM through
consuliative process Constitute an Expent Group
representing various DM practitioners,
professionals, academics, SLRCS, NGOs,
Development agencies ele.

- Study the recommendations given in the Report
of the Parliamentary Sebect committee and other
relevant documents and reports

- Obtain approval of the NCDM

= Prepare DM plans st the national, ministry and

Time frame

0.52 (8)

| agency levels as required

DRM

208E0®sInd

in SriLanka

Partners

DMC with guidance
from NCDM, and
relevant agencies such
ns the UNDIP.

Provincial councils,
local government
agencies
formalized and
operationalized

Provincial councils, local government agencics,
SLRCS and NGOs to perform or support relevant
dhisaster related activities

Hazard-specific o 001 {S) DMC, with relevam
institutional i. Institutional Mandates for relevant line agencies agencies or line
mandates for line established or clarified Minkstrics
agencies o perform | i New Regulations enacted as required
or support relevant
disaster related :
activities reviewed | - Identify relevant finctions which are not
and strengthened assigned to any institutions

=Identify institutions without appropriate mandates

o function in various capacitics

~Address the gaps in institutional functions

through provision of mandate by issue of

appropriate gazetie notifications

Introd ibsility and for

nssigned function
Institutional Outputs: 0.01 (S) DMC with guidance
Mandates for i. Establishment of Institutional Mandates for from NCDM

Aoad Map faor

Outcomes

developed

Roles and
Responsibilities of
Vanous gencics
clarified

Capacity of DMC
developed for
emergency
operations and as
fead ageney for
DRM

Capacity of the
community to play
an active role in
DR utilized and
enhanced

DAM in Srilanka

Qutputs! Activiti

Activities

-Adidress the gaps in institutional fumctions of

Provincial councils and local government

agencies, through provision of mandate 1o

function.

-Issue appropriate gazette notifications
R . £ i

responsitility

i. Develop institutional capacities comesponding o
new manidates

ii. Physical facilivies for DMC including HQ
building provided

Activiiey _
- Develog of instil 1 for
minisiries, departments, agencies, SLRC and
national & Intemational NGOs 10 function
corresponding fo new mandates provided to
Provincial councils, local government agencies,
DM line agencies
= Identification of needs and gaps in manpower,
exquiprnent and offices
-Trnuung awl capacity- Inuldmg of
ions in the

Mlcnlcd to lunrunn asa DM line agency

and

nu-uclum facititated o8 needed
- Head office building for DMC with EOC,
communication cte

LCBDRM recognized as a tool for risk reduction

Time frame

3.50 (Total)

1.50(8)
1.0 (M)

10 (L)

010 (S5}

Partners

DMC il respective
DM line agencies, and
local agencics

DM with relevant
lines ministrics and

at bocal levels, especially foe line agomcies and
ministrics

Activities: %

= Recognize and provide legnl basis for CBDRM
groups at the village level

= Clear linkage established and roles identified for
Community DRM groups, as well as for NGOs in
DM plans ai GN Division, divisional and district
level

= Create national mechanism for coondination
between DMC and NGOs in promoting CBDRM
= Development of common approaches and
methodologies to CBDRM

=~ Regstration system for disaster response
volunteers created

agencies, SLRCS,
NGOs and CBOs

Outcomes

| Implementation of

| existing policies
towards risk

| reduction

| optimized

Road

Dutputs,
i. Enhanced enforcement of relevant existing
ordinunces, acts, regulations

Activities,

978
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0.10 (M) DMC with relevant
line ministries and

agencics

- Review of existing ordmnances, acts, negulations
= kdentify gps and csuses for inadequate
enforcement,

| - Clarify and resolve arcas of overlap or

ction

¥p capacitics of resources needed as

|.Im||fnl for cilfective enforcement

Aoasd Map for DAM in SrilLanka

[ 23 Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk Assessment

Key Issues

The objective of a hazard assessment is to identify the probability of particular hazards occurring
in a specified future time period, as well as ganrgmg the intensity rmd area uf mupam Risk
include coll detailed and li fi

risk; its ph; I, social, ic, and

and
16 1 It
strategy for Sri Lanka.

g 1 bk

: i

v first step forany disaster

Though many institutions have begun mappmg hnwd risks in Sri Lanka, there is no unified
gy or in producing infi The practical problems of data exchange
and scaie of mapping havc to be resolved. There is also a need for technical assistance from

d training fo support such i to develop their own cadre of specialists.
Tr:nmng for all related agencies in systems such as GIS, remote sensing capabilities, is required.
Further, there is 3 need for all maps and other data bases 1o be made available on digitized formats

toagencies involved in DRM efforts,

hadal

Multi Hazard Risk and Vulnerability A are ly imp in the design and
setting of engineering facilities and in zoming for land use planning. Such multi-hazard,
incrability and risk should be taken into account in planning the development of

hazard prone areas.

Strategy

The suggested programme of activities under the Hazards, Vulnerability and Risk Assessment
theme, p the ic use of available information to determine the likelihood of

certain events occurring and the magnitude of their possible consequences. As a systematic
pproach, it includes the following activities:

. iﬂcmnfymgthcnatum location, intensity and probability of risk
= D ing the exp d degs vulnerabilitics to the threat

+  Identifying the capacities and ilabl
+  Determining acceplable levels of risk

In order to formulate a comprehensive strategy to carry out the assessments in the short, medium
and long term, a three pronged approach has been suggested on a priority basis for the proposed
activities over the next 10 years:

13
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i The DMC will coordinate with all lead agencies for DM to work on arrangements by
which resources can be shared and common agendas/ programmes drafted.

ii. Data from satellites should be made to all i i
management activity as a priority in the short term. This information can be exchanged
between agencies working on different aspects of risk assessment in Sri Lanka.

iii. ~ The hazard information should be freely available. The maps and other documents
should be loaded onto the DMC website as well as be put together in a vulnerability
atlas. The maps should also be revised regularly and detailed maps can be made
available in a virtual database with restricted access.

d in risk

Key Interventions

The programme components under the theme of Hazard, Vulnerability and Risk Assessment
include the following:

- Flood simulation models for all major river basins; develog of flood inundation maps
for urban areas frequently affected by flooding, as well as for downstream areas of main

dams;
- Devel of i hazard maps;
- Landslide hazard . pping for landslide p 5 £Sri Lanka;
- Seismic zoning for areas vulnerable to seismic/ micro-seismic activities;
- Develoy ofdrought p maps;

- Development of wind zoning maps for cyclone prone areas;
- Development of Vulnerability Atlas for Sri Lanka and the establishment of Disaster Risk
Management Information Systems,

In the short term, several projects have been identified as being of *high’ priority for Sri Lankan
agencies involved in risk mapping and assessments:

i. Landslide hazard ipping for l fe prone areas:

Since 10 districts of Sri Lanka are i ingly prone to | there is an urgent need to
support the landslide hazard zonation activities of the NBRO. This will enable an identification of
the most vulnerable areas as a first step to put in place a decision making tool that guides future
physical planning in those arcas,

it. Flood Simulation Models for Major River Basins

Itis v to develop flood si models for the major river basins in Sri Lanka (Kelani,

Gin, Nilwala, Mahaveli in the short term and in Walawe, Bentara, Kalu and other river basins in the
dium-long term). This flood simul tools as a d

for development plans. It will also feed into the develop of flood inund;

areas frequently affected by floods,

will

king tool
maps for urban

Road Map lor DAM in SriLanka

iii. Flood Inund, Maps for D,
fo Sudden Release of Water or Dam breaches

areas of Reservoirs to Assess the Flood Situation due

Large reservoirs located in the central and north-central regions also contribute to flood
vulnerability due to the potential for sudden releases from spillways and possible dam breaches. A
*high® priority in this sector is to identify highly vulnerable arcas in the downstream arcas for 10
pre-identified high risk dams in the short term and for all other dams through medium term plans,

This will also help improve the capacity for surveillance and monitoring of about 210 medium and
large dams in the country.

iv. Supporting Interventions in the Short Term

To enable efficient flood inundation and dam break flood inundation mapping of the munlr;-I asa
priority in the short-medium term, specific interventions will be
ministries and the government;

1 fro

B

- Anairbome survey (LIDAR) of river basins is a basic requirement in the identification of
physically vulnerable basin arcas
- Need to make post tsunami studies by USGS, Universities, CCD and others available in a
format for involved
- Share information across all other risk areas amongst partners included in Sri Lanka’s risk
management framework.
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ging spatinl
Managing risk |||fom|nlm systems
hardware/equipments at DMC & NEOC;
- Covrdination with other agencies for risk
information management; Integrate all
i ion systems to build a i
*Risk Information Management System’ for the
couniry
- Development of spatinl database for LGAS in
:clallon fo gurrnl aspocts such as administrative
el

human
= Integration for hazard zonation maps into
spatial datnbase

- Making data svailable on line

Landsiide hazard Dutputy: 3.95 (Total) NBRO
zonation mapping af | 1, Detail landslide hazard maps for urban arcas ot
1: 50,000 scale for (Ratnapura and Nuwaraeliva) - (S} 1.57 (S) Il!i:iﬁnn Drepartment
Badulla Nuwara ii. Same for other arcas (M) 089 (M)
Eliya, Rathnapura, L4% (L)
Kegalle Kandy vt
Matale, Galle, Fltldmnpplng & collection of ficld data
Matara, Kalutara, sition of satellite data devel of GIS
Hambantots M:lps for delincation of vulnerahle areas
- Upgrading computer hardware and softwase

Landslide hazard used for GIS mapping
zonation maps for | - Development of GIS database and delineation of]
vulnerable local vulnerable areas
B areas in | - Di inath f mag i
scale 1:10,000 - ical and hinical i gation for

collection of necessary field data

= Duta analysis and delincation of associated
Dcnulnl mapping of | risks
landslide prone = Development of risk maps and disaster
urban areas at larger | response maps.
scales = Dissemination of maps and proposed

mitigatory measures.
GIS based DRM Quiput; 0.50(S) DMC
Information System | i GIS based system established at DMC
at DMC made
available for the vi
benefit of all = Establishment of a G1S unit in DMC; Core
mvolved functions of the GIS/IT unit in DMC GIS &
stakehokders R:muh: sensing; Mmgmg DMC wtb portal;

Road Map fo
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Outputs/ Activities

Outputs:

Divisions

Development of
Tsunami hazard
aonation maps and
coastal crosion maps
for urban local
government arcos &
all coastal ancas at.

‘models for major i. Flood hazard maps (Digitized and hard copies)

river basins (Kelani, | in Nilwala, Gin, Kelani and Mahaweli rivers

Kalu, Gin, Nilwala, | ii. Flood hazard maps for Kahu and other river

Mabsaveli, basins

Bemara ot ) made

availahle as & Activities:

decision-making tool| - Development of digital elevation models
(DEM) including data collection

Development of -Ruhlhlldluauulym

flood inundati of i lation models

maps al scale huluncwmnfnudwhunmdﬁwupmly

1:10000 (for Urban | -Collection of ficld data on historical events such

local government ulhmmﬂm

areas freq data of DEM

Nooded ) DcvelWMI ol‘GIS maps for mast vulnerable
wrban LGAS

Identification af ~Assces the performance of existing flood

highly flood prone protection warks for improvement

basins, Districts &

Quitputs

| Tsunnmi hazard maps for coastal belt (5)
il. Physecal and socio-economic maps in
tunami-vulnerble ancas

Activities,
-m:iﬁwma[mm&m

Dmu;hr-pmm-m
maps made available
asa decision
making tool

the seale of 1;
IEOOUmlde A-Col.leumnnrﬂ:.ldﬂu&ueol'mokls

ilabk ~Disi data
decision mlkmg ool Dw:lwpmml oFGiS maps .
o | ookl

ion & to & sock- nunsurmnmentml

advance shoreline ‘habitats
management nmlmmtm"wmm'wm] N
practices -CCD heved with greater

for vulnerahle Mrﬂ(mm
iation with the Survey Dep

um-dlmmmnpu( }
Drrought valnerability maps (M & L)

_ Budget

.ss {Total)
1.05(8)
1.30 (M)
120 (L)

Short term (Basin)
(Kelani, Kalu,
Mahaweli Basins

(in, Nilwala,

Walawe, Bentara)

0.50 (Total)

0.30(3)
0.20 (L)

(See footnote)’

0.20 (Total)

1D, MASL
CEB, NWS & DB ‘

Urban bocal
Govermments

Coast Conservation
Department Survey

department,
Meteoralogical dept,
Statistics Dept, DSs,
PCC, UDA,

GSMB

NARA & NHD

2 CCD has developed a project proposal for this em amounting 1o o tolal cost of US $ §
million. The cost mentioned here in the matrix is only for pilot project

an
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Budget

Outcomes Outputs/ Activities

~Analysis of historical reconds of minfall, surface 0.10(8) Trrm_anon. MASL,
runoff data, land use patterns, soil types, D10 (M) Asm!llmu .!_
populntion density, water use patterns Agrarian Services
-Review classification of drought prone arcas Department
“Mapping of arcas peooe (o droughts &

of drought prons districts & divisions
-Assess the risk of possible impacts
-Development of GIS maps

Development of dam | Qutputs: 0.70 {Total)

break flood 1. Dam Break Flood Immdation maps.

inundation maps for | a)  For 10 sdentificd h@lrﬂ dams () 0.20(3)

downstream areas of | b)  For all other dams (M| 0.50 (M)

main dans for Irrigation
identification of Activities: Department

arcas ification of eritical irs that may (Short Termon | Mahaweli Authority

1o sudden discharge | have high impact due to sudden discharge. River basins | of Sri Lanka, CEB,
from i Develop of i Hon maps from Kotmale 1o | Survey, Provincial
<Dam Break Modelling & Failure Mode Analysis | - Manampititya) | Councils

Guidelines for Outputs: 0.05(5) DMC /DM line

classification & i. Guidelines for physical vulnerability and risk ageacies
mapping of physical | assessment UDA
vulnerability & risk

levels made X i

available as a - Constitute a committee of experts to refine

decision making tool | S1assification of physical vulnerability & risk
el 4 BRI O o

urban local govemment agencies

0.20 (S)M)

Quiput;
i, Vulnerability Atlas for Sri Lanka (at the scale
of 1:50,004)

aras | Activities,

made available as o | - Compilation of maps related Iy DMC Survey

compendium for wse | population density, land use LGA nreas elc Department /DM

a5 a decision making | - Consolidate with line zonation maps on most agencies, Dept of

100l for preparedness | frequent hazards and historical records onimpacts. Stutistics, Survey Dept

& mitigation - Identification & rating of districts & divisions

programmes. on malti-hazand risk scale All agencies involved
= Compilation of Vulncrability Atlas for Sni Lanka| In preparing &

& updace every 10 Years.
= Preparation of a detailed historical referral
database on disasters

updating Hazard maps

Road Map tecr DAM in Srilanka

[ 24 Multi-hazard Early Warning (EW) System

Key Issues
The primary objective of a multi-hazard Early Warning (EW) Systems is to generate advance
ings and thus impi the capacity of decisi kers to tn](c appropriate action even prior
to the occurrence of a major hazard event. It ists of the coll liddate is and
di of risk inf ion. Setting up an effective Multi-hazard EW system requires
d planni izing and lling of rel inf i It also requi
{1 e all d b to ensure that information is disseminated to the right

and at the right fime.

Current efforts at i lization of EW h a5 3 Fesp 1o the impacts of the

recent tsunami disaster in 2004, The proposed tsunami EW must be integrated into

existing warning systems to p a multi-hazard apy h to make the system sustainable.

Although there are various ongoing efforts to develop tsunami EW capacities, but only few to

improve existing capacities for other more freq: hazards. The multi-h 1 EW system needs

to be end-to-end, linking hazard d i with i ication, with a feedb
hanism that all

Also, it is important to note that in Sri Lanka ized ding to specialized tasks
for different hazards, without much i ion sharing or p hips with other agencies. It is
these gaps that the DMC's EW division secks to address by g together all d
agencies. Another key issue that needs to be addressed is the lack of communication lines and

especially their unavailability during times of emergency communication,

Strategy

The strategy is to focus on hazards that frequent Sri Lanka the most, like floods, landslides, cyclones,
and droughts, while also providing for measures to tackle a low-frequency but high impact hazasd
like the 2004 Tsunami. It follows that the coastal areas, which are vulnerable to not just a tsunami, but
also cyelones, storm surges, and floods would be the priority geographical aress. The floods affecting
many of these coastal areas are caused by the scasonal rainfall, and an improvement in
meteorological observation and prediction capabilities will enable efficient EW System for not just
these annual floeds but also cyclones and lightning strikes. This coupled with landslide prediction
will enable timely i sisk across 10 di of Sri Lanka.

2:5Ee0xsInd 982
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There is zst relevant deg ponsible for d and EW that particul

hazards should be the responsibility of one and only one institution, to avoid owrl.nps in mandates
and appropriate actions, The dedi f units or i ished in rel would
be :hc sole aulhonly for the issue of warnings as needed. Every effort would be made 1o use the

within the g s inistrati up, inaddition tothe
three ]'IIBJHT channels of communication already being used for mass dissemination: popular
media, such as television, ncwspapm radio ete; the Wircless Communication system of the
Police: and military i of the Joint Operation C 1. Also, the relevant
agencies could explore the option of communication networks of SLRCS in particular and NGOs

at risk. This ing
i under the *Public awareness,

in general, to help multiply the reach of these warnings to the

dissemination activity will be d by proj f
Training and Education’ component.

Key Interventions

The following programmes have been prioritized to i Iti-hazard EW across
various agencies in Sri Lanka:

i. Establishment of the EW Centre

Sri Lanka as part of the Regional Tsunami Early W 12 Systems is required o maintain an EW

Centre. This EW Centre while mmu[ly focused on th: Tﬂmnml sbould adopt a multi-hazard
pp h since the sy of ¢ or di of g for different hazards

are similar.,

At present, issues with regard to weather-related natural disasters are handled by the Meteoralogy
Department while those related to seismological and ocean wave activities are handled by Geological
Survey and Mines Bureau and National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency
respectively. Similarly different institutions handle issues with regard to different natural disasters. A
good king facility all the relevant institutions is vital for proper coordination
during disasters. The Government of Sri Lanka has identificd the need to establish a multi-hazard EW
Centre as a matier of urgency. This centre has to be equipped with state-of-the-art facilities 1o be able
to communicate directly with international as well as national agencies during emergencies.

it Impr in M lagical Observation and Prediction Capabilities

At present, it is necessary to install a number of automatic weather stations at crucial locations in
Sri Lanka and connect them to a central hub at the departmental head office in Colombo. A proper
all-weather communication system should be developed to link these stations. In addition, data
processing, display and archival sy aretobei led at the National M logical Centre
of the Department to keep real time track of the weather situation in the country.

e
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iii. Flood Monitoring and forecasting

In parallel to the img in logical observation capacitics, the existing

hydrometric network for flood itoring and needs enh 1o provide an
fTective flood carly ing mechani

iv. Improvement of Landslide Prediction and EW Capabilities

The proposal is to develop a mechanism for establishing threshold limits for landshid

and develor of landslide EW based on the same criteria for high risk arcas. Such

mechanisms have to be established for the benefit of at-risk communities with their active
invol . This EW hanism should be i duced as a real time f ing system in most
areas vulnerable to landslides and mass (soil) movements,

v. Development of Effective Cvelone Tracking, Storm Surge and Coastal Flood Warning System

It is proposed to implement a storm surge model and develop a coastal flood waming system for
the entire coastal belt of Sri Lanka. With regard to the tracking of tropical cyclones and other low-
pressure weather systems that develop in the Bay of Bengal, more cooperation is required among
countries in the region,

vi. Development of Long and Medivm term Drought Forecasting and Monitoring Svstem for
Agriculture and Associated Sectors

Even though the agricultural sector is the most 1o freg droughts in Sri Lanka,
adequate attention has not been given to rainfall monitoring in dmughl prone areas, drought
forecasting and EW. In order to launch an effective drought p the

existing agro-meteorological observation rk haas to be
facilities to transfer real time data 1o the central station. A crop-weather watch group should be
formed in order to interpret the i d from field and other line agencies. As the

crop-weather relationships are currently being hnn:l]ed by different d:vnsltms. iis 1mpemlw= to
by Tective and useful i i ddi

along with

bring them tog

vit. Development af a Unified Seismic Monitoring, Data Processing and Archival Network

As a matter of itis v 1o develop and igthen the capabilities of the Geological
Survey and Mines Bureau (GSMB) to enable them to locate canthquake risks at the carliest. The
GSMB would need to connect this network to the proposed Central Data Processing and
Archiving Unit(CDPA).

Duce to lack of necessary expertise and software a1 the GSMB, seismic dita acquired by existing

stations has not yet been processed and :nterpmud locally. A mi ismic monitoring k

which will monitor reser induced perational around the cascade of dams built

on Mnhavch river during 1982-1991. Ho'wcvcr. no significant micro seismic activity was
d pt for some settl long the Mak Ii Shear Zone.

26
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viii. Development of Oceanagraphic Monitoring System
The local coastal topography, graphy and marine logy are the critical parameters
which determine the magnitude and the period of high-frequency ocean waves like tsunamis or

storm surges, Thus, hic/ 1 | buoys need to be deployed in order to

graphic/ marine

2011 #5808 21
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Partners
L in Bald)

gather real-time data on local coastal topography, oceanography and marine meteorology. e oy | inute 0.17.(Toml) | NBRO, DMC, DoM
E = 3 i prediction and EW | i Improvement of landslide prediction and EW
Mapping of sensitive habitats such as coral reefs, mangroves, sea grass, tidal flats, estuaries, cic <capabilities capabilities
i M oats Y P A b _ developed and
are vital to g data for mitig prep: and p g for v le coastline areas established for Activities,
i al- | = Development and Establishment of a landslide 0,08 (5)
inSri Lanka, sk forecasting system (5) 0,045 (M)
- Validation and fine-tuning of the system (M) 0.045 (L)
-y 7 of an ion and di
ix. Establishment of an EW system for Nuclear Accidents and Moni ing of Envi / progetarime (L)
Radiation | 5.Droughe Monitoring itoring and Forecasting
Various types of ionizing radiation sources are widely used in industrial, medical and agricultural lnf-mnn:mn on |ow 1:{ 027 (Toml) | DOA, ID, MASL,
> . L potertial events of | &, Yield forecast of major food crops in cach Dept. af A,
fields and for other research purposes for Sri Lanka. The sources used for different activities drought! inconsist | growing season with 8 sufficicnt lead time (5,M) Sorfives, DM
o i : ” ai - 5 o encies in rdnfall ii. Development of long and medium term drought
range from a few Kilo to of Giga Becquerel. The loss or misuse of ionizing made svallibléto | fomcasting and s o gl
radiati . Py - L o . agriculture and and associated sectors (5,M)
ation sources could result in P of and of the public and can R AT ;
. I3 . - | r aAncs .1!9\1 X
also lead to environmental contamination. In extreme cases the exposure can be lethal, while | :L”";‘f“\‘;‘;p‘:ﬂ - Estublishment of & crop weather watch group 021 (S}
lov could lead to 1 e | sy forecasting unit 0,06 (M)
werlevelsof exp tlong effectson apoy S oy PN
- Development of drought EW dissemination and
enid-to-end feedback and response system
- Upigrading and provision of communication facilitics
6. Cyclone Tracking, Storm Surge.
| Effective Output: .21 (Total) DoM
mechanism for i. An effective cyclane tracking, storm surge
| eychone tracking WAL SYStem |
and storm surge s
warming . -
cutablished to - i of o - : i with I!;ll 15}
il : meighboring countries for cyclone tacking (S) 0.20 (M)
Road Map for DAM in Srilanka L.’wl""" Moty | Pikaibcsexat of pradicticn Shombiliies ¢ giorms

Outcomes Outputs/ Activities

1. Early Warning Centre
i Timely and end-to. | Qutputs: 0.28 (5)
| end Early Wamning | i. Exiablishment of the Early Warning Centre
| EW) an potential <
notural disaster Activities; CCD, AEA, Defence
| events provided - Establishment of the Multi-hazard EW Division and other refevant
| of DMC at Department of Meteorology (DoM) stakeholders such as
premises. Managerial armngements to be decided SLRC
by DGDMC, DG/DoM and by other stakebolders.
- Institutionalizing of inter agency o
for notional early warning with relevant lead
agencics
- Establish of inating with
improvement/ establishment of a proper
ication system for of
wamnings
-F i through
parallel SLRCS radio communication
2 FITRar 7 7 I~
| Better weather and | Quipaty, 22 (Totl) | DoM
| storm forecasting | i. Improved meteomlogical cbservation and
| provided prediction capabilities
Activities:
- Development of 35 new automatic weather Lo (5)
observation stations with data processing and
display system at DoM, Colombo linked with a
real-time communication system
- Es of p i pabilitics for 1.2 (M)
coasial floods
Flood monitoring wiputs 0.865 (Total) | TD, CEB, MASL,
| nnd prediction 1. Improvement of hydrometric network for M
| capabilities in hancing flood moni i
| flood-prone river | capabilities
basins enhanced
| Ativities;
= Establishment of effective flood hazard EW 0,36 (S)
system for prionty basins, which includes 050 (M)
development of 25 new stations with telemetry
Tacilities
- Enhancement of communication and
dissemination capabilities
1]

surge (M)

7. Selvmic Monitaring

Enhanced teismic
monitaring
capagity

| Development of a Unified Seismic Monitoring
aned Data Processing and Archival Network

Astivitier,

- Networking of local seismographic stations
{University network and proposed seismographs
of majos dams|

= Improvement of brosdband sekmic network

= Establishment of a seismic data processing and
archival umit

- Enhancement of monitoring and datn capturing |

2.62 (Total)

0.75 (M)
187 (L)

GSME, DMC

Foad Map

Outcomes

EW for hazards
associated with
major dnms.
provided

for DAM in Srilanka

Outputs,

i. Establishment of EW Systems for major dams
. Computerized data gathering system

lii. Improved Surveillance & Monitoring (S&M)
of 210 medium & large dams in the country

Activities:
- Establishment of Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA) system

Timely and
coondinated
TESPOnSE b
nuclear'mdiological
accidents ensured

itoriag - i. Develoy of C e
recording of sea system- Real time data on oceanographic
leveld fluctuations parnmeters
constantly 1. Bathymetric data and Nautical Chart
monitored and fik. Simulation of tsunami’s istics (height
aleriness increased | and run-up) along the coast of Sri Lanka and risk

mssessment for different areas along the country’s
coastline,
iv. Inundation and sensitive coastal habitat maps

v

- Base line survey and goap analysis

- Establishment of effective sea level monitoring

metwork of 12 astomatic tide gaoges
Enh of i and

archival systems. z

- Networking of system io transmit real time sea
level data to EW Division

- Enh, ol inati

Quipat;

i. Establishment of an EW/ response system for
nuchear accidents and monitoring of
environmental radiation (S,M,L)

- Establishment of monitoring stations

= Purchase of required monitoring and measuring
equipment

- Data collection and analysis

- Environmental sample analysis

0.46 {Total)

039 (M)
0.06 (L)

9

NARA, DMC
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2.5 Preparedness and Response Plans

Key Issues

The objective of disaster the adverse effects of a hazard through

effective precautionary actions and adequate responses to ensure the timely and coordinated

plans is to

delivery of relief and following a disaster.

Preparedness involves the development and regular testing of warning systems (linked to multi-
hazard EW Systems) and plans for evacuation or other measures to be taken during a disaster alert
period. It also involves the education and training of officials, intervention teams and

of p . organizational arrangements and operational
plans 1o be applied following a disaster are also crucial. Effective plans also consider securing
resources, possibly including stockpiling supplies and earmarking funds. These plans are being

supported through the provisions of the DM Act.

for response and
izing funding ities for i fi ponse; and

Some of the key issues arising from the i and planning ar

preparedness plans centre around
systematically building capacity across all levels. They also include clearly defining the roles for
involved agencies in order to avoid mismanagement, overlaps and gaps in response to disasters
and emphasizing the coordination of all such recognized agencies. It is also important o ensure
reliable lines of communication as well as alterative lines for emergency communications;

fi and ensure infi | for

sensitize the media to the importance of correct i
the same. The logistics channel is to be kept geared for an immediate impact, with needs
assessment in the aftermath of a disaster; and a clear role for nation-wide NGOs such as the
SLRCS is 1o be defined in government response plans.

Strategy

The identified issues and needs for this theme can be

h the following

strategies in the short-medium term:

- Provisions in annual budgets of respective line ministry/ agency through the DM Flan.

- Identification of skills /k 1ge required and de ping an HRD plan,

- Provide equipment and train staff/ volunteers to use them.

- Mapping of available resources and materials with public and private sector,

- Regulations in place to utilize such equipments as desired by the DM Plan

- Develop and enforce / gazette standard operating procedures for all activities.

31
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= Drills and simulation, to check the system,
- ident C d S hould be well defined.
- Bring clarity about roles and responsibility amongst various actors.
- Allstakeholders are f each other's role and responsibi
- Declaration and di T disaster si atvarious levels.
- Legal provisions ip of media actions,
- Government body to provide standard ication e
- One government body to specify items, describe it quired and exp d date of

delivery.

- Develop specifications of emergency items, as may be required under different disaster
situations,

- Gagzettes notification/ incorporation of institutional mandate.

- Inclusion of SLRCS for specified duties/ respansibilities under Standing Oriders.

- Inclusion of NGOs/I-NGOs for specified duties/ responsibilitics under ling Orders/
response plans,

Key Interventions

The following components have been identified as key to developing a comprehensive action plan
for disaster preparedness at the national, sub national and local levels:

- I lop of DM (prep: 55 and response) plans by each ministry/ department and
districts/ divisions;

- Developing ¥ (esp capacities at Provincial, Municipality and Urban council
level;

- Establishing a competent cadre of emergency response & DM coordinators at all levels o
extend support to DMC/ District Emergency Operations Rooms;

- Development of district level emergency services network; Establishment of Hospital
Emergency preparedness mechanism;

- Resource network for emergency response

- Procedure for sharing of information, manpower and resources

In addition, the following have been prionitized for immediate atention in order to situate longer
term activities within a sustainable framework:
i. Developing and Maintaining a National Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan

Drevel of a National Disaster R

Plan will help various line ministries, departments
Is-based cffici to those in need. This

and agencies, 1o collaborate in providing
will also help identify a role for organizations like SLRCS, and International NGOs, in various
of DMC and concerned line ministries,

stages of disaster by defining the 1

Erd

v
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departments, agencies and other organizations, in managing various disasters. The plan will define
functional roles and-responsibilities to each of these ministries and departments, through the
different stages of disasters. Further, this will allow response plans to be prepared for each district,
division and vulnerable commimity, to be linked to the National Disaster Response Plan (NDRP).
Since there are various levels of operation and administration, this plan will formulate Standard
Operating Procedures (SoPs), defining the control and directions in managing the disaster

response.

ii. Establishing National Emergency Operation Centre and District Emergency Operation Rooms
k for a Resp Operation, from

triggering action, providing direction and control, up till service delivery through existing ministry

1

This will involve the setting up of an institutional

depantments/ agencies. Similarly, EOC at district level will form a decentralized mechanism for
response operations, while maintaining a standard approach. This will also emphasize
development of Standing Orders/ Standard Proced

agencies in order to carry out tasks, while working under EOC authority.

to provide legal status 1o concerned
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(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena - Minister of Agrarian
Services and Wildlife)
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(wressTfl@ Tl &HewTTHTWSs)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdes mOznemn®

(Wrgld FUTHTWST Ui d6i)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! What is the point of Order?

®©5; 08 S €5032 YD

(rerLy i@ rall & HeTTbT W &)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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after having discussed it with the Hon. Speaker. oo
.00, O¥ceum §OBRS W WOBIH.

©d O3.68. DxYgeeds Bwmn

(wressTfl@ 6T61v.6TiD. FlhglrGaFerr)

(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena)
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(rewryfl@ ressilev afldalrwdbig)
(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdes mOznemn®
(Nrdlé surprwsi ojeuiss)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order?

@G OBCE Bn®8-w» Swmo

(orevsrLll@ Temiley allda)rndmis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

I have directed a Question and the  Minister
concerned has answered. If you make it a Debate, then |
must also be given time to reply. | did not ask him for
anything. That Minister is of no concern to me. | only
wanted to know why he did not give the plans. That is all.
According to the Standing Orders, &= ememn0 8538
B8EnT e¢sim yOOsY. @csIemrmO D1

Bewdts Orznemn®o

(g & FuThTILST Sj6uTd6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

That is what is in the Standing Orders.
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(orevsrLll@ Temiley allda)rndnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

The Minister concerned has replied . o= emem=
B8Eno ¢o¥ow. ecsfemmd . Debate o 5»H® @0
» oIy ecsIm. Let me reply to him.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

@G OB¥ceED OB, AIR®IO B HOBID §DEGD
C ¢B5I5N® & gDEede 851088 BI® wosIm.

@07 ¢3S dwetdms Swmn
(wrenryflg swrdpP owGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Nrdld FUTHTWST SjeuTdeiT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chandrasena will speak only when he is
given time. He will not proceed now.
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(wrenryfl@ swrdpP owGssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
Sir, | raised a point of Order.

Bewdss 2 rznemn®o
(Nrdé FuThTWST j6euider)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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@G (88 Bwetimd Onm

(wressrfl@ swrdm wCssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)

This is going to be another Debate. - [Interruption.]
Yes, we will have another date for a Debate.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

The point is taken. ¢z9 @8 0o @@Bn®0 a5 »eo
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
Thank you very much.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(Nrdld FuThTILST Sj6uT6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Let the Secretary-General ascertain whether he has
received such a letter.
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(oresrLyfl@ Ceamedr SyLOTEIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

gosy! O Dy eom @By, eBXIN ®Yd O WOW
oy Sir, we will proceed with the other matters in the
Order Paper. The House cannot be brought to a standstill,
it must proceed. Ask him to make that Statement
tomorrow, Sir. [@sa0 B3®]
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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(Nrdld FUTBTWST SjeuTesT)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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2eonem OEROB, ¢l Bimwers giens BedxTend.
[@a B8®] Hon. Sumanthiran, you may now move the
Motion.
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@) rreeu@rrgwih FibLIhsesT

LEAVE OF ABSENCE : HON. RAJAVAROTHIAM
SAMPANTHAN

@0 ©8.8. 1®@sIBGsT Bwmo
(omrevrLy 8@ 6TLD.67. FLoH T6dT)
(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)
I move,

“That Hon. R. Sampanthan, Member of Parliament for
Trincomalee Electoral District, be granted leave under Article 66(f) of
the Constitution to be absent from the Sittings of Parliament for a
period of three months from 21st January, 2011.”

g S@wz Y, et 3@ Ses.
T (BIGSLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT

@6 BOE 88soc ¢ BTO: @wm

(wresryfl@ Blwsv Anflursy & HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bewrdes mOiznemn®

(WrglF FUTHTWST Ui d6i)

(The Deputy Speaker)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF ELDERS
(AMENDMENT) BILL

@¢ O O Hwbeod Bewiww Bedx &
B rewsrL_mid S IIHEBTET FHL LD UTHSHLILIL LS.
Order for Second Reading read.

[e. 0. 3.18]
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(The Hon. Felix Perera - Minister of Social Services)
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(Nrdld FUTHTWST S)euTd6iT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.

ePRO Hoewles @wwnemp® Gowmewssy O
Howsy, Bowles @iowm wenefn® [od §aedsy Oxica®d
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[wrevsyflg FHSIrSG LT @psCoa] SemsVswL UBIGH T 6.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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Bewrdes mcm swisn®o

(ewdsseflsr LNrsls salsrari jauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Minister, your time is over. Please
wind up now.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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(ewssafsr UNrdls sallereri jeuiger)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
You have taken 14 minutes.

o0 BERS evelc Owm
(orevsryfl@ 1Fefldbev QuGrym)
(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
0. VFem® gued eDED a8 WEH.

05 BEReS esedd Svwm
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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Question proposed.

Beawadss 200 ewinBn®

(ewssaflst UNrdls sallereri jeauiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara.
You have got 25 minutes.

@6 67 VRO Bwmn (¢8O ¢@Ims®0)

(orenTfl@ paylt anFId - & SjewLodFaiT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)

Sir, 1 have to present the Mediation Boards
(Amendment) Bill as well, because today we are taking
both the Bills together. So, the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara
can commence his speech after me.
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Bewrdes mdm swisn®o
(ewdsseflsr LNrsls salsrari Hjauissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay, then, you can start now.

[a. @0. 3.30]
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
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o6 a8 8. evedch ®wmn
[wrenryilg edls 1F. QuGrrm)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

Is it “Rupees five thousand”?

@G 35S B® Bwxmn

[woresriflg ey amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

That is in English but in the Sinhala one it has been
mentioned as “5;8aE smecwes”.

o6 a8 8. evedch ®wmn
[wrenryilg edls 1F. QuGrym)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

No, it says, “.....the value of which does not exceed
rupees five”
@G 395 RO Bwmn

[wredryflg Doyt amd'iv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

“Rupees five”? - [Interruption.] That is a very serious
one. Anyway, all of these will be amended because we
have looked at them.

0d 28 8. esebc ®vm
[wrenryllg oedls 1F. QuGry)
(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)

So, what will be the amount?

@G SGS RS Bwmn

[wresrLiflg peys amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

It is Rupees 5,000. Rupees 5,000 is the amount but
there have been a printing mistakes in both the Sinhala
and English copies. So, | will try to correct them during
the Committee Stage.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, in this
country’s history of dispute resolution, we have recourse
to courts for cases. Then, we have the arbitration
proceedings and we have also introduced the procedure
of going before the Mediation Boards. This was
introduced in 1988 but it came into operation somewhere
in 1999. When | started this Debate, | explained in
Sinhala that we have a history of almost 20 years of
experience in the Mediation Board system. In 2009, two
years ago, almost 124,000 cases had gone before the
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Mediation Boards and a recent survey has indicated that
almost 60 per cent of the cases that go before the
Mediation Boards get resolved. Therefore, this is a very
good system.

This morning, in my Ministry, the officials of the
British High Commission and the officials of the Asia
Foundation were present in having prepared a trainers'
manual and a trainee manual for the Members of the
Mediation Board and they have been presented to us. It
was done after a careful study of the functioning of the
Mediation Boards in this country and | would dare say
that the Mediation Board system is a success story of our
nation. For the last 20 years, when you look at the way in
which we have functioned and the amount of cases that
have gone before them, the surveys also indicate the
satisfactory levels, and the users of the Mediation Board
process have also indicated to us the success levels and
you can see that this is indeed a success story in our
country.

@G B gats GasesrSe wmo

[renTil@ allwsTev rreusag)

(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Hon. Minister, the system of Conciliation Boards
which prevailed in 1950s had been abolished and it was
reintroduced in 1988.

@G 65 B Swmo

(el poyts amsiv)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Thank you, very much. In fact, this replaced that.
The President’s Counsel, my Colleague, the Hon.
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe reminded me about the
Conciliation Boards. As you know, this came into being
after the Conciliation Boards were done away with. Now,
we find that our system has been taken as a model for
countries like China, Nepal and they have begun to study
the system of Mediation Boards in our country and have
decided to adopt our model to try and introduce this
alternate dispute resolution mechanism. This is a new
discipline in many universities as well. Dispute resolution
and meditation has become a very specialized field of
study and having looked at the functioning of our
Mediation Boards, the Ministry decided to engage the
Asia Foundation under the auspices of the British High
Commission to prepare a trainers' manual as well as a
trainee manual and we would use that in order to train
both the officials of the Mediation Board as well as our
trainers. In fact, we conduct a five-day training
programme for mediators the moment the Members of the
Mediation Board are selected. The selection process is
done after a Gazette Notification. There again, we find
that there are certain recommendations that have been
made to improve the system further, and maybe during
the course of the year they will be implemented.

This morning | met the former Supreme Court Judge,
Hector Yapa, the Chairman of the Mediation Boards
Commission.

In fact, we discussed this matter in the morning
when these manuals were presented. | told him our
Ministry will take steps to introduce further amendments
to improve the standard quality and service delivery of
the Mediation Boards in this country, and hopefully
towards the latter part of the year, having discussed this
matter with the necessary stakeholders, | would like to
introduce further amendments. In the meantime, we have
also recognized certain shortcomings in diversity among
mediators and mediator trainers. We have responded with
plans to overcome these challenges. These plans have
not been rigorously applied as yet while the Ministry of
Justice has clearly recognized gender and ethnic diversity
as important issues. There is also a need to consider
diversity in terms of expertise and profession among the
mediators as well as engaging youth in this programme.

As a matter of fact, we are also now looking at the
possibility of introducing the Mediation Board
mechanism into our university systems. As you see, we
find many disputes arising within the universities.
Therefore, the young and radical university population in
our country often get on to the streets for protesting
about various administrative problems. We would like to
see whether we could try and introduce this system
within the university area so that this could be an
alternate dispute resolution mechanism that could bring
some relief in those areas.

Bewduss 162 ewrnBn®

[Gussellsr rsls sallereari ojsuiss)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Member, your have only two
more minutes.

@G SGS RS Bwmn

[woresrLiflg peys amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

I know | have to wind up. Please give me one or two
minutes just to say a few words in Tamil as well, Hon.
Deputy Chairman of Committees because what | am
going to say is relevant to your area, the Northern
Province.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
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Bewades 02 ewinBn®r

(swssaisr Urdls sailFreri Hjsuider)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?

®©G BB eedc ®wmn

(wressryfl@ Fedlden QuGryT)

(The Hon. Felix Perera)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.

g S@wz Y, eser @B Ses.
T (BIGSLILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETmLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

ePHE Bowles om e300 Gerwmewsy 9o
Hoewry, oc g8 &.800.808. gefdd Bwemr §esz200;6) Sas.

YsoT  UnG,  Gussaflsr  LIsls  sellFreri  yauidssir
YSBTFTG Sl Ty YHVGe, LOTITLILG YVADTED  6F.6TF.6TLD.
YV YU 6T FEWEVEMLD 6UB] G 6.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Deputy
Technology and Research )

Mr. Presiding Member, firstly, 1 am thankful to you
for giving me this opportunity to speak in the Debate of
the Mediation Boards (Amendment) Bill. |1 would also
like to thank the Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Minister of Justice,
for bringing in a very meaningful amendment.

Minister of

After a case is filed in the District Court, - the Hon.
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, as a legal practitioner knows
very well about this - you can appeal to the Court of
Appeal and to the Supreme Court, and for you to get the

fruits of the judgment, it will take a minimum of 10
years. So, earlier if the debt, demand or damage was less
than Rs. 25,000 then, you could go to the Mediation
Board. But, now, this amendment has become
meaningful, especially with the vision of His Excellency
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, that laws should be
accessible to the common man. When it is less than Rs.
250,000, you would see the workload in the court
dropping. If it is a case of less than Rs. 250,000 and if
you retain somebody like the Hon. Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, it will cost you more than Rs. 250,000.

So, | would like to say, when the debt, demand or
damage is less than Rs. 250,000, most counsels advise
not to go to courts. Therefore, with this amendment, the
poor man would be able to find a solution to his
problems. In addition, the Mediation Boards have proved
to be a success where 50 per cent of the disputes have
been sorted out. We saw earlier, due to parate execution
people losing their houses overnight when courts used the
Debt Recovery Act and passed a resolution. But, thanks
to the vision of His Excellency the President, for debts
less than Rupees five million, you do not have to go by
parate execution and thereby, again safeguarding the
common man of this country. Further, alternative dispute
resolution has proved to be successful. Even with regard
to commercial litigation, you can see the Arbitration Act
coming into being. Therefore, once again | welcome this
amendment and | believe that the poor man of this
country will benefit by this amendment because earlier it
was only with regard to Rs. 25,000. One could say it is
only a certification but when you go to a court, it is
confrontational and adversarial. Therefore, when parties
discuss at a Mediation Board, | am sure they would be
able to reach an amicable settlement without going into
the facts. You go into litigation to find out who is right
and who is wrong but here, it is a conducive environment
for parties to discuss and reach an amicable settlement.
Once again, | am thankful for this opportunity given to
me to speak on this Bill.

[&. ©o. 4.45]

@0 Besw et Grsuss Owma

(oressrLll@ allwsTen rreyuFag)

(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)

Mr. Presiding Member, | think this amendment
brought in relation to the Mediation Boards Act is timely,
important and appropriate. As the Hon. Minister stated,
the Mediation Boards Act was introduced as far back as
in 1988 but we must not forget the fact that this
conciliation procedure was a part of our legal system,
which had been ingrained even during the colonial
period. Earlier, we had one Act called the “Conciliation
Board Act”, which is something similar to this Mediation
Boards Act. But, apparently and unfortunately, we failed
in our efforts under the Conciliation Board Act and after
some time, that was abolished by the legislature. | also
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must not forget to state to this august Assembly that the
Conciliation Board failed basically due to interference by
politicians. Especially when appointments were made as
Members to the Conciliation Board, there were a lot of
political interferences and pressure. When people who
are involved in politics are appointed as Members to the
Conciliation Board, people lose faith in that system. That
was the main reason why it was abolished. Again, when
there was a serious congestion in our courthouses. Under
the normal laws of the country, the legislature thought
that it was high time to make another effort to bring in a
conciliation procedure. As a result, in 1988 this Mediation
Boards Act was introduced and enacted. Certain statistics
were mentioned by the Hon. Minister. Overall, there is no
doubt. We can be satisfied with the performance of the
Mediation Boards functioning in every part of the
country. But, I must insist the fact that in the recent past,
there were certain elements raising their ugly heads in
relation to the appointment of members to the Mediation
Boards. Sometimes politics is involved in Mediation
Boards in certain areas. If it happens, again people will
lose confidence. Therefore, it is the foremost
responsibility cast upon the Ministry to ensure that all
these appointments are made on an apolitical basis
without any interference or influence. Otherwise, we
might again and again fail in this system and people
might lose their confidence in the system. Therefore, |
urge the Government to ensure that everything is done on
an apolitical basis because it is a part of the judicial
process.
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Member propose the Hon. Ajith P. Perera to take the
Chair?
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. AJITH P. PERERA left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [ The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva.]
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[Bowdess szncmn® Gewzaded o.]
Spallsh Qyrrusii’ L g.

[LAgB1F FLTBTWST Yauiser Senssniw auslss5riser.]
Considered in Committee.

[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 9 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 10. - (Amendment of section 28 of the principal
enactment)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 10, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 11 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.
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W& WeNg FewLIGET (S (HSSID) FLL eLpevLD
MEDIATION BOARDS (AMENDMENT) BILL

&¢ O B0 HwsSe® HBewlwws Hued» GE.
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Order for Second Reading read.

@0 BOE 88 ¢ BSDr Owmn

(wresryflg Blwsd ABlurey 5 Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva.]
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[T B)F FLITBTWsT Yeuidseir SewavsnLw aus)sSriser.]

Considered further in Committee. -
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2. - (Amendment of section 7 of Act, No. 72
of 1988)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.

2 O BwzYHas, t-0aldmmdewnsy, s emd®send

o0z w;Swd BFw @rwld Hewlw mom &

2 i eursFsw SNBSS L UTEY FLLAPVSHIOT LIGSUWTS
Blpsbs CouswrBolwsvrds w1 1 ewemuii i’ 1 g.

Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

3 o2 ol sms emH@send ewiOwm w;8wd HJw
a5 &8 Bewlo mom» GE.
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Clause 3 Ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.
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PUBLIC SECURITY PROCLAMATION
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(The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne - Prime Minister, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Religious Affairs)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

®0T Bewi®s mOisnemn®B, dedvewsi® He& BBw
Budn ©88 cam ®n 08 008 0 oB® 8z BROw®
DO 1) BHED IO GoeBts) vWew B30 BOw. & gm®
508 a8 ¢ Sric SOB® v OBOO  I®HHOWO
20D, »P 08 0B ¢ ¥we8 BB »fde 8O =
IO ewldrNd eoEE (DB® B@ DB WOBIB
250 @D C e¢Iy Bwo 9C e BITH0 > @(B8.

o0 BOE 88 ¢ BEO Ovm
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question put.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected the Voices,
declared that the *““Ayes* had it.

@G B0 Besovnwm Onmo
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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The Parliament divided under Standing Order No. 43: Ayes:123,;
Noes: 5.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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(wresryflg Blwsv Arflursy 5 HAsveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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Question proposed.

80630: 82 W E0O5T 83€WI 5oBW So®
6RO sz B3O
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DT BIGLD PETV] WSS STLIG G560
ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL THEATRE FOR
PERFORMING ARTS

®©C; @108w 8D BedB.w ®vm
(wressryflg Currdfwi rrefou ol Cndnis)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | move,

"In view of the importance of the performing arts for education as
well as national integration, this House do stand adjourned to urge the
establishment of a National Theatre that would:

a) establish a theatre group able to perform in all three national

languages;

b) introduce high level training in performance and production,
including the capacity to develop productions for touring
islandwide;

9] encourage productions that use other art forms, in particular

music and dance, to promote wider understanding of pluralistic
cultural traditions;

d) develop links with the broadcasting media to ensure wider
dissemination of productions and

)] act as a flagship for provincial and other troupes while
providing opportunities to showcase local talent."

Sir, | am very pleased to be able to speak on this
Adjournment Motion today which | first suggested a few
months ago. The main reason for advancing this is that it
is based on a principle -

Bewedss e

(W78l FUTHTWST HjeuTs6rT)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?

06 BOE 88soc ¢ BTD @wmo

(wresryfl@ Blwsv Anlursy & Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.

g Sz &, e e3®@® S,
aflsorir A BIGHLILIL (B) TMMYS CIBTTMLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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YU BT HEWVDLD UBI5 TN H6NT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.

G 06t) O5IE @0
(5MVMLSTHIGL 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTa6T)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you can continue.

®©S; ®208w GBD Bed-w ®vm

(wresryfl@g Currdiflwi grefeu ol Cndnis)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Rajiva Wijesinha)

Sir, the main reason for proposing this Motion is that
it is based on a principle that has proved extremely
effective in helping to build up nations that are in
situations like our own. The main purpose of this Motion
is to encourage the Ministry of Cultural Affairs to set up
a national theatre that will act as a catalyst not only for
artistic purposes but also for the purpose of nation
building by bringing together many people from all over
this country to work together. As you know, the arts is an
extremely good instrument of building up discipline and
socialization and it is a pity that we have not got anything
of the sort. If you look at several countries near our own,
for instance, India and China have done a lot of
investment in the arts and this has not only produced very
disciplined young people but created a sense of
togetherness since people come from all over the country
to work together. This is not something that Sri Lanka
has spent much attention on over the last few decades and
it shows, because there are a few areas in which our
young people can work together, can feel a spirit of
competition, can try to do their best to reach standards of
excellence in which they will have to co-operate with
each other.

There have been some attempts at this in the past. For
instance, the National Youth Services Council developed
a dance troupe that tries to showcase a lot of excellent
items from all over the county together. Certainly, this
idea has been at the basis of a lot of work done. For
instance, if we look at the programme for the
Independence Day festival which will take place on the
4th of February in Kataragama, the young people of the
entire Uva Province will come together to perform in a
range of artistic activities that will showcase a lot of the
different styles of art practised by the many citizens of
this multicultural nation.

In a sense, we should not be happy with only festival
events, but there should be a long sustained programme
of training. | am very happy that long after | put this
Motion as a suggestion, the Ministry of Culture and the
Arts has moved in a more active way towards the
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promotion of multiculturalism. The cultural centres that
they plan all over the country should be a showcase for
this purpose and very recently they have written to all
district secretaries stressing the need for multiculturalism.
I hope that this will lead to all Public servants being
aware of the need for this. But, this particular Motion,
Sir, dwells on the subject of a national theatre and this is
something that | think is particularly important because
theatre is something that brings together many art forms
and which also encourages communication in a very
direct fashion. Even though | think we can be very
optimistic about the effects of things like dance, of things
like the plastic arts, of the visual arts, of paintings and of
sculpture in encouraging self expression; there is
something very, very special about the spoken word.
There is something very special about groups of people
getting together for getting themselves in an attempt to
work together to put on an artistic production. It is
extremely important that communication and skills in
developing contacts with other people are developed
amongst the youngsters of this country who come from
such diverse backgrounds and a national theatre will
certainly help in that respect. It will also be a spur to one
of the fundamental principles of the “Mahinda Chintana"
that this country has endorsed so resoundingly over the
last few years and that is the principle of multilingualism.

Theatre alone, amongst the arts, will ensure the
encouragement of learning other languages. There have
been attempts, most notably in the University of Colombo
to have bilingual and trilingual productions. But, these
again are events that happened as one-offs. What is
important is a group of young people working together in
a sustained fashion to understand each other; to speak
each other’s languages; to be sympathetic and
understanding about the different nuances that will be
expressed in the different languages, and that is why |
think theatre is so particularly important.

Another aspect of this Motion that | have advanced -
I hope it will be possible for the Hon. Minister of Culture
and the Arts to take this up - is that such a theatre group
should also engage in high-level training for both
performance and production and develop productions for
touring islandwide. Although in the past we have had a
great tradition of drama by amateurs, when we read the
records of the work done by such people, most recently
the extremely interesting account by Henry Jayasena of
his many years of work in theatre all over the country, we
realized how difficult it was for artistes to work at the
widest possible levels and that is an area in which most
countries have a subsidized national theatre that will not
only work in the capital but will move towards the
provinces.

I have also suggested that such a theatre does not
concentrate only on what you might call "pure theatre",
that adduces other art forms, in particular, music and
dance that will promote understanding of wider cultural
traditions.

This of course is something that again this country has
seen in a magnificent fashion in some of the greatest
productions of theatre as with the seminal place of Prof.
Sarathchandra where many arts forms are used together.
But, that tradition seems to be fading and we need a little
input from the State in order to develop that whole
system of a holistic approach to theatre. That is why |
hope that that element too will be encouraged. | think we
also need to develop links with the broadcasting media
because although at the moment we have a flourishing
teledrama industry, it really does not act in the course of
high art and of art that can engage in the understanding
that a national theatre could do.

Finally, I think a national theatre of this sort could
actually help with highlighting and foregrounding
regional talent. After | drafted this Motion, | saw the
enormous impact that can be had by the theatre, the
Performing Arts Centre, that is being built for us with the
assistance of the Chinese Government and the way it has
developed so rapidly over the very short period, the last
six months, to turn into a really beautiful building,
which means that it will be an appropriate place to house
such a national theatre and correspondingly such a
beautiful building deserves a national theatre and should
not be left on its own. I think the Hon. Minister of
Culture and the Arts has inherited a very fortunate
portfolio at the right time, in that, he will have this theatre
to inaugurate over the next year. | hope that it will be
seen not only as a building to have particular events
occasionally, but that it will also be seen as an essential
part of the nation building process. For this reason, Sir, |
welcome this opportunity to highlight the need for such a
theatre and the need to work towards the nation building
in which many other countries have used arts so
effectively.

Thank you.

Ssrn0it) OIFno

(5MVMLSTHIGL 2 MILILNGTT SjeuT6iT)

(The Presiding Member)

8 €uwO 00 @B oeowstedm OERSw S8sY
owldend &8 BBO. SO yo®, will an Hon. Member
propose the Hon. M.B. Farook to take the Chair.

O3S @B emsTeeszmn DuSn

(wresryfl@ (S Hw) wrevet QuTeTGrdbssT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Malani Fonseka)

Y016 ©®I OBIEROA, "©d O8. 3. s Dwmo
Y eowme 0m grae" 8 @ ewldm mImdo.

o0 3. 3. dmrnem Bvm (s-maB® ® WEo
DOED §Bimsn®)

(wreryfl@ M. L. T&HSBTWESS - SOTETT, HEM6D I(6YI6U6S 6T
S| WLOFFIT)

(The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake - Minister of Culture and the
Arts)

B8y I8 o &
2 CLorBlEmi.
Seconded.



1061

g S@wz 8, eser @B Ses.
T A (BIGSLILIL (B) THMYS CIBTETMLILIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

a0 o gGend S.08.80. gefdb Cwmr Gueomewsy
9O Howsy, @cd 8. &. wacia Cwmr §re25200;8) Ses.

BT LIS, LTI YVUDTED 67.6TF.6TLD. YU 6T F6iT
YSBNTFOTSS VTN YHVG6Y, LOTTLIIG 6TLD.LF]. LITITS Yol seir
BEWCVSHLD )| GS5T T S561T.

Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair,
and THE HON. M.B. FAROOK took the Chair.

®©C DR emsTeedm DS an

(oresyfl@ (S Hwa) wrevet QuTeTGsssT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Malani Fonseka)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.47 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on Tuesday,
08th February, 2011.



1.4

@®® Dmed @D Geenw ¢l OR® BOCE mE ¥yn MY WOy 38 O535sT 8 Bovnw com BOGR me ¥n
30w O 1 8E0 E@ey 990, BOun 18 0¢eBun 050900 w¥ed) w-tfmidm 0dn Crean o 86 Y.

(G )[u18]

o mitifleri @mugl ugiililph Q el By Koy Smsshisemars swgl Lrgullsy Gsefllaursd @pPldsg semerl Lilsnip
FmSsLuLTg Urs SlewL_s5 3)(H auTrmIsEeheT aeTFTL LT flumse @ 9eiiLss) Cauesnt(h)ib.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to be Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of
receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings

Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament

Printed copies dispatched



00® e : 88Be®xsin 80a¢ DalmbE D88 cowm BE O 21788, Boun ewsidr 0B3® adaxws
5H® 0edn® G1. 18.158. e 96590 61 2.5028. eme® 6, Boigsm, @8 ©ad, gom 102,
8wl e B8EeE d¥ed ymanm mbwraed ¢l edn ©:® Divwm® eRD®8
30 ¢0 yO® wm §eE cod 98 Dived HwmFOW C evs B Dlim oD WB®.
BwBm Bomrst 85530 007 CAD Hum 9CE® 81 16 ®Y) EBNEIED.

FHST ; aNSTFTL S HTT HPlEensulst suLThs Fhsr ehur 2,178, ansirer sesfliiyg) esur 18.15. surm
QFevey epum 2.50. auBLTHS FhHST WPHLIERTLOTS YSS WL F&iT, HrarTms Cleuaflufl L seusvaid, @a. 102,
DwAP) s 19 1d, urwersenL of S, Hmardiusner, Q&TepioL) 6 sterm allevrssSn@ el Lrslsemert

QupmIdGsrerersvrid. spsuGsurgreisrBn peuoui 30 b CaPld @ (LpsdT Fhb TLiLIGwTLD
stintiuL. GeussirQLb. Lilbdld SlewL & @b Fihm 6l 6voTesorLILIBISH6IT
THmSEsTeTeTILIL DT LT,

Subscriptions : The annual subscription for Official Report of Hansard is Rs. 2,178. A single copy of Hansard is available for
Rs. 18.15. (Postage Rs. 2.50) Copies can be obtained by remitting in advance an annual subscription fee to the
SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS BUREAU, No. 102,Piyasiri Building, Pamankada Road,
Kirulapone, Colombo 6. The fee should reach him on or before November 30 each year .

Late applications for subscriptions will not be accepted.

& G Ssed Yoan 0cbne®@Ined Geamew mom c&.



