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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m., MR. SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(@  Will he state-

(i) whether the construction work of the Gangi
Bridge, which was proposed to be constructed in
the Trincomalee District, has been completed ;

(i)  if not, what its current state is ;

(iii)  the estimated cost of the construction of that
bridge ; and

(iv)  the amount of money spent so far?
(b)  Will he inform this House of-

(i) the name of the institution that invested money
in the construction of that bridge ; and

(ii)  the name of the country that granted aid and the
amount of money so granted, if foreign aid was
received for the construction of the aforesaid
bridge?

(c)  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the name of the institution which is carrying
out the construction work of this bridge ;

(if) of the basis on which construction work was
assigned to that institution ;

(iii)  whether tenders were called for the purpose of
assigning construction work ;

(iv) separately of the institutions that submitted
tenders and the bids forwarded by them, if
tenders were called for assigning construction
work?

(d)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena - Deputy Minister
of Economic Development)
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(@) @erCmev, eeor?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@  Will he inform this House-
(i) the number of commercial banks operating in
Sri Lanka; and
(ii)  the number of branches of each bank?
(b)  Will he state-
(i) whether aforesaid banks have been delegated the

powers of Central Bank to deal in Foreign
Exchange Policy ;

(if)  the number of non-banking companies which are
in the trade of Foreign Exchange;

(iii)  the names of such companies and the partners or
directors;

(iv) the criteria used for their selection to trade in
Foreign Exchange;

(v) the amount they have traded in the last 2 years
on per year basis;

(vi) the benefit to the country by allowing such non-
banks to operate in Foreign Exchange trading;
and

(vii)  whether the number of such parties would be
increased ?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?

@6 Lo¥d @endiim @wm

(oreoryflg HCBesreig @ snreuigeor )

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O WONEDROB, e ¥ BHO OB LI BH©

eOmEDsT & OO YE®wWO B8EnJ ecmda.

(@) (1) Dodnes Do 8302300 BBeem (22)-.

(i)  2010.09.30 &2 20 DEBHEIS Dodwes oW
@00 YOrerw WD BENST @D:

ArRed 5@ 6D O€HD)
1 oo dremd 310
2 o0 emd 330
3 o®8sE dremd 182
4 8.94.8.8. 050> domd 41
5 95 me»E drnd 125
6  HBm 080D VD 42
7T osiested 9edd Dremd 39
8 oY 8Bwo Demd 39
9  ©dsx WD 146
10 ewcsy drmd 92
11 @Bwst demd 16

2010 @220®28 26

(® O
(i)
(iif)

(v)

V)

754

12 83 a¢md 01
13 ©@&08& d-nd 01
14 38 drmd 04
15 28.8.98.8.08. 0 01
16 9@»¥wsy Fomd 01
17 @s38wst @08 D-md 01
18 ©EE® em®8sE Fremd 05
19 =38 D d&& 01
20 S03RED DBOED Amd 11
21 9z¥8w Goes Demd 03
22 ewreme #:15I0 B8 demd 17

9O Vem @D VD)

(REBn B Dol Dem) 1,408

3.

§eE YO0 w@IHO® @de FPREDO g @D
(82)8.

6820000 5@ #y8e® 018, gdrFedssiedd
50 31§w® 028c wewsy »0 . #HQewR®

WNIOD OB,

e @0y BBed®
BEonwmes’ Oned,

* 8 Comed wtdBn w®eds OO,

*  2iwe® Bns e ¥ 0vd BO B
e 68ec 8Bwm 100 exn a8d
RETNGC BErensy BOm O @D
O @D e DD BIOD w BO.

*  00e® guuEedd; wY esdd 8e
e J wew ewdos yencwsy 8.

B@eO® wewy OB

* 000 Imn WE OB OB D OO e
Bwoes-8 & AIJ®.

* Ged OO Dvosndws DD ens)
WO gy wBwowm BWed® WOEH
SDFDe®D) W.

*  §8wE 500,000 Pim o SO
BED 0lned®sindd 9efen HSE.

* Bedn 8B0w omecy) 8w 00O Jw
Beq@n DDan BBO.

*  @0e® BB ELELEDIW GIcas®
D¢ @O B.
cdeen OO ®wOITTRewWsT WOGH WOB
0808 (YE1 D106 sI8 B B00 & oo
®» IRed G wdd ) wew O»
BEenwmwesy Oned,
* QBN wy lee® gsIndsBm
6y 0d@w HEws SOR®.

* ogeen B’ B0 538
@OBE sy 5088.

* 91508300 GB500 w0 §EB B @ 0wdae.

* JOFemBB ocw oyuvem w©wvw deodw
§eE oton me@mumieme BB
wew g OO amBen’ wenanm
0ol ewdns emIoRC; mIees
s8dBes wy SISO D wdos
©8®madw 08O,

*  oygven mdwwsl ydbdm BB wewo
adre 0&mE Bomen 0B,

2008 D&z e ©. &. ethcl BBwum 188.2x4

0 2009 D&sed 8 O. ¥. ethcl B8Cwm 397.0:
8 y@renwm Sodn 8BOw HNOSIG B ¢r.



755

208Ee®sInd

* 0O nped Beodn X Bumimsied
cguer OO wewy WOWH OB
BosnmeE bowsy goc 50.

* @ comed 835 o2 8o SnosIo eyues
Y ©8008 =0B8m §e® gd® BZO
BC @E YEB wenmesy OB BB
»ELT SR HPedwsy BEICO § Gomm
0D BB BHBsTY 0 HB©.

* ‘Do e “uineE OB BB Becdd
w0 B30 0530 e YOI BSe®
©80wsY Yowddmwd oB® geedbweds
RBe.

* 00 ned Cedm dodn DRO® yOienan
Db BBO.

* 230 nOed: and dedn SBOG
OBREH® wewo § w00 u@cemm
glocwsy 88 oIde.

(vi) R0, Y D130eTE B0 § oo O

O 00 Bwo 888 & @B VW ©@BNO®
1 w00 Seden 888G yO®Io BBO
eewr @ded C 8 98T 830 Sedn BB
edoge omg YOG BBOO Y@ OHDEs
yBeBOe Boemw eom go.

() o eed.

*oene®uns On »d» G¢ &8 e:
* FLIT LS8N0 eweudsLi L Blsnewriie) .
* Annex tabled:

Annex 1

List of Names of the Money Changing Companies (Including Branches)
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Devi Forex (Pvt) Limited

28]

City Exchange (Pvt) Limited - Head Office

35 A O Lakshmi Jewels (Pvt) Ltd

36 Thomas Cook (India) Limited- Katunayaka BIA

37 Ravi Forexae (Pvt) Ltd

38 International Exchange (Pvt) Ltd

39 Ariyawansa Enterprises (Pvt) Ltd

40 Lasantha Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd

41 M P Money Changers (Pvt) Ltd

42 Windsor Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd

43 Niketh Money Exchange R K (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office

4“4 Niketh Money Exchange R K (Pvt) Ltd - Branch

45 Rab Money Trades & Investment (Pvt) Ltd

46 Anton Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office

47 Anton Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Branch

48 Maruthi Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid

49 Pearl Exci (Pvt) Ltd

50 Euro Power (Pvt) Ltd

51 Capital Exchange (Pvt) Ltd

52 Lalitha Money Changing (Pvt) Ltd

53 Wimal Exchange (Pvt) Ltd

54 Kamal Enterprises (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office

55 Kamal Enterprises (Pvt) Ltd - Branch

56 Vasanthas International Money Exchange (Pvt) Limited

57 Rimha Jewellery (Pvt) Limited

58 Majestic Jewellery (Pvt) Ltd

59 New Nathasha (Pvt) Ltd

60 Metro Forex (Pvt) Ltd

61 Kudamadu Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd

62 New Sashikalas Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd

63 Keyzer Exchange (Private) Limited

64 Arrujina Jewellery (Pvt) Ltd

65 Rivindu Enterprises (pvt) Ltd

66 Armex Money Changers (Pvt) Ltd

67 Unipoint Gem & Jewellery (Pvt) Ltd

68 Suwa Shanthi Hospital (Pvt) Ltd

69 |Unic Forex (Pvt) Ltd

70 Kuma Stickers (Pvt) Ltd

Red Ruby Jewellers (Pvt) Ltd

Bullion Exchange (Pvt) Ltd

Jewels City (Pvt) Ltd

= bl ] e

Silvering Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd

75 Citizen Development Business Finance Ltd - Negombo

Citizen Development Business Finance Ltd - Jaffna

George Michael Holdings

Citizen Development Business Finance Ltd - Vavunia

City Exchange (Pvt) Limited - Branch

Thomas Cook (India) Limited- Union Place

2812|332

Citizen Development Business Finance Ltd - Wennappuwa

Serial No |{Company Name
1 Pushpa Money Changers (Private) Limited
2 Shifaz Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd
3 Rafeek's Gems (Pvt) Ltd
4 Intersun Travels (Pvt) Ltd
] Apollo Travels & Tours (Pvt) Ltd
6 Amani International (Pvt) Ltd
7 Crown Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office
8 Crown Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Branch
9 Daya Authorised Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd
10 Salaka Trust Investment (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office
11 Salaka Trust Investment (Pvt) Ltd - Branch
12 Travel Data Tours & Travels (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office
13 Travel Data Tours & Travels (Pvt) Ltd - Branch
14 Royal Money Mart (PVt) Ltd
15 Prasanna Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office
16 Prasanna Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Branch
17 Trust Lanka Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd
18 Swiss Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office
19 Swiss Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Branch
20 Golden Money Changers (Pvt) Ltd
21 Sultans Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd
22 Royal Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office
23 Royal Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Branch
24 Midna Mini Market )Pvt) Ltd
25 Mayurie Money Changers (Pvt) Ltd
26 Abdeen Money Changers (Pvt) Ltd
27 Jewellanka Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd
28 Dedigama Jewellers (Pvt) Lid
29 Monte Carlo Exchange (Pvt) Ltd
30 Colombo Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd
3 New Regal's Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd
32 Avin Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd

Companies Permitted for the Inward Remittances Business

1 Lanka ORIX Finance Co.Ltd
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Annex 1
List of the Directors
Serial No|Name of the Money Changer Name of the Director
1 Pushpa Money Changers {Private) Limited M. Agambaram
2 [Shifaz Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid MZN Ahamed
3 Rafeek's Gems (Pvi) Lid S M Rafeck
4 [Intersun Travels (Pv1) Lid S M A Mohideen, A | Mohideen, A  Mohid
5 Apollo Travels & Tours (Pvi) Lid K R Fareed, SH R Fareed, MHV D DeSSilva
[ Amani International (Pvt) Ltd M AM Anwer
7 Crown Money Exchange (Pvi) Ltd - Head Office KR K
8 Crown Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Branch KRE
] Daya Authorised Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd R Perumal, P Mahendren, P Cajendren
10 [Salaka Trust Investment (Pvt] Ltd - Head Office G C Nethicumara, S Nethi N Nethil
11 |Salaka Trust | (Pvt) Lid - Branch G C Nethicumara, S Nethicumara, N N
12 |Travel Data Tours & Travels (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office [M] A Fuward, F N Fuward
13 Travel Data Tours & Travels (Put) Lid - Branch M] A Fuward, F N Fuward
14 |Royal Money Mart (PVt) Ltd M Z M Ifham
15 |Prasanna Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid - Head Office |K Ganthith B L Perera
16 |Prasanna Money Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Branch K Ganthithason,B L Perera
17 |Trust Lanka Money Changer (Pvt) Lid A LM Yoosuf, A L M Kamil
18 55 Money Exchange (Pv) Ltd - Head Office M H M Thamail
19 Swiss Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid - Branch 55 Razeek, M A S Hameed, M Razik
20 |Golden Money Changers (Pvi) Ltd A K i
il Sultans Meney Exchange (Pvt) Ltd A CM Dharook
Roval Money Exchange (Pvi) Ltd - Head Office | langanesan, D Ravi
[Royal Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid - Branch Kllang D Ravi
Midna Mini Market |Pvt) Ltd WM N M Fernando, A C ] Hamza
Mayurie Money Changers (Private) Limited Jeganathan S Shivanad,
Abdeen Money Changers (Pvt] Ltd 1M Abdeen

{lewellanka Money Exchange (Pv) Ltd

A HM 5 Hameed, A HM K Hameer, M Shanthy, §
Nilufa

Dedigama Jewellers (Pvt) Ltd R M Dedigama

Monte Caslo Exchange (Pv) Lid SE L Wimalan

Colombo Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid K Thevanesan, P Pushpakaran
New Regal's Money Changer (Pvi) Lid A M Illias

Avin Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid A Abeykoon

Devi Forex (Pvt) Limited

N Seenivasagam, T Sivakumar, S Ramesh Khanth, 5
Rathis Kanth

City Exchange (Pvt) Limited - Head Office

M A Awoof, M Z Hassen

A O Lakshmi Jewels (Pvt) Lid

LTh

| Thomas Cook - Katunayaka BIA

N Menar, H & Billmoria, V Purchit, F Dessi,
Heuberg, A V Rajwade, Dilip K.De, R A Savoor, MK|
Sharma, K Ramachandran

Ravi Forexae (Pvt) Lid

NRR ajan, R R T NGk

%[ﬂ&.‘ I £ B et B o et £ S e o B 1

International Exchange {Pvt) Lid

A LM Fawaz,A I M Fiyaz, ML M Wazeer

A Enterprises (Pvt) Ltd

| B Arivawansa

40 |Lasantha Money Changer [Pvt) Lid UTM Fernanda

41 |MT Money Changers {Pvt) Lid [GHT DeSilvagG H L. De Silva
2 |Windsor Money Exchange [Pv) Lid K Si KG

43 [Niketh Money Exchange R K. (Pv) Lid - Head Office |K R

“ Niketh Money Exchange R K. (Pvi) Lid - Branch KREK

45 Rab Money Trades é& Investment (Pvt) Lid M M M Rashad

|_46

Anton Maney Exchange (Pvt) Ltd - Head Office

WD AMRVY Costa, WF A Dabrera, WAL
Fernando

WDAMRV Costa, WF A Dabrera, WA L
7 |anton Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid - Branch Fernando
48 Maruthi Money Exchange (Pvt) Lid [N Nararatnam
49 Pearl Exci (Pvt) Led A Prabah ASivak M S Mok d
50 Euro Power [Pvi) Lid U T M Fernando
51 Capital Exchange (Pvt) Lid M K S Ferosa
E Lalitha Money Changing (Pvi) Ltd K Mohanraj, K Ganesh,W Kanagarathnam
53 |Wimal Exchange (Pyt) Ltd SEL WimalanF5 Fillai
5 Kamal Enterprises {Pvt) Lid - Head Office L Peiris
35 |Kamal Enterprises (Pv) Ltd - Branch L Peiris
56 |Vasanthas International Money Exchange (Pvl) Limit{M K Suppiahpillar, S Kar h
57 Rimha [ewellery (Pyt) Limited M I Jaufar, H H Jazeema, M A M Nawab
56 Majestic Jewellery (Pvt) Ltd M R M Zareen, 5 M Saifudeen, U F Deen
59 New Nathasha (Pvt) Lid KNS Perera, H H] O Kurukuladithy
@ A HMS Hameed, M Shanthi, M Anas 5 Hameed M
Metro Forex (Pvt) Lid Ashik S Hameed
61 |Kudamadu Money Exchange (Pvi) Lid W1E U Femando, | A N P Janaki
WI1PEK L Fernando, WIP] A R Fernando,W I P5
82 INew Sashikalas Moey Changer (Pvi) Ltd | F Fernando, WL K Femando
63 [Keyzer Exchange (Pvt) Ltd M5 M NafhanM 5 M FaslanM A lsmail
64 [Arrujina Jewellery (Pvt) Ltd P Muragesy, R Balasubramaniam
65 [Rivindu Enterprises (pvt) Lid H B Fernando, G R Fernando
[ Armex Money Changers (Pvt) Ltd A C Zahir, N Zahir, 7 M Shafras
67 {Unipoint Gem & Jewellery (Pvt) Lid PSR Femnando
68 |Suwa Shanthi Hospital (Pvt) Ltd H K S Gunaratne
[Z] Unic Forex (Pvt) Lid | Faizdeen, T 5 Miskin, T Miskin, M T A Salam
70 [Kuma Stickers (Pvt) Lid W Kulathunage, R P M Ajanthi
n 55 ] Abdeen, M U Begum, | A M Ihthisham, M A
Red Ruby Jewellers (Pvi) Ltd Rahuman
G C De Silva, M N Mohomed, M MF Ameer, SM N
72 [Bullion Exchange (Pvt) Ltd Ameer
73 [Jewels Gity (Pv) Ltd M Z M Nawshad, N M S Rawthar
74 |Silvering Money Changer (Pvt) Ltd 5V 55ilva
R Renganath, E T L Ranasi PAJ jena, T
75 Senthiverl, H P G V Gunawardena, P N C Gomes, C
(Citizen Develapment Business Finance Ltd - Negomb{M Nanayakk
R Renganath, E 1L Ranasinghe, T A jayawardena, T
76 Senthiverl, H P G V Gunawardena, P N C Gomes, C
Citizen Development Business Finance Lid - Jaffna _|M Nanayakkara
77 |George Michael Holdings (Pyt) Lid R G M Fernando, RS N Femnando N
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78 Senthiverl, H PG V Gunawardena, P N C Gomes, C
Citizen Development Business Finance Ltd - Vavunia M Nanayak}

79 |City Exchange (Pvt) Limited - Branch M Z Hassen
M Menon, H S Billimoria, V Purohit, R Desai, H
80 Heuberg, A V Rajwade, Dilip K.De, R A Savoor, MK
Thomas Cook - Union Place Sharma, K Ramachandran
R Renganath, ETL R ighe, P A Jay ena, T
8 Senthiverl, H P G V Gunawardena, P N C Gomes, C

Citizen Development Business Finance Ltd - Wennapj M Nanayakkara

R L Nanayakkara, | C Nanayakkara, W D K

Jay dena, K U A inghe, R M Nanayak}
R A Fernando, M D D Pieris, R N Asirwatham, M
Inoue, H Ichida,

82 |Lanka ORIX Finance Co.Ltd
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

You mean, the foreign companies engaged in money
changing?
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(oresryfl@ rall & HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes. You said there are 82 companies and out of that
there are four foreign companies. Three of them are
registered at the East Tower of the World Trade Centre.
They are doing business without following the necessary
regulations. So, | would appreciate if that can be looked
into.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

I will bring it to the notice of the Hon. Minister.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

BT DOILNEHROB, Vod RO® gnd Y 6OwLa.
580 Gg® - Capital Account om- ee380 80am oo
Beadmrydag onde Buem Om o 0® 8Eed®sind ¢mos
DO yoosie?

@0 Lovd @endSm Pwm

(orevsryLll@ FCewray @ emreouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

O DOINBDHROSB, @ OO yBE»W@ G50,

@0 Lovd @endSm Pwm

(orevsryLll@ FCewrey @ emrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O ®OIBNEROB, ©® BEmd o OER® ¢®
Bedsisy 5. 0@im, dn® owmeds g@mwwvraed Boy
Bewdss ¢:1@8n® Bw. ©d OGRS, ® 3n®
Bewldmw »0m» dGgame. ddn® ggcg 12 8mc
5500w BBwO 9ecy Bedmd. & Dred® IR @®
2@msrned §0y Beowlds #@BAn®. & Bw IO
cOmOBewLs’ 0@ SE¥md R O yOvsy. ©® yadmwd
8EnC &® wewr 00 eweds ¢@imnn® 0OMeDs B
@¢®® CIHW 9CE B3

@0 88 eg®ce dwmo

(wrewryfl@ Fedld LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

OG0 el BWBeE YO BONEHROE, © OO
g@soeed Bewdds OB 0D 83ed gm0 Dwo
O NOWMO ©80. @ 00 YB»® gnsies’ DEHE1m nFFOG
8EICO e50nd G ©BIHOB. & A ©¢) e@BICHT HIW
®0 aBBwn Bedmrdr gnc YED BB FHBID.

o0 Bextd enddlm Onm
(wressryflg SCevreiy @smrouiserr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
gy S8 I Ogen.

@0 88 eg®c dwmo

(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

eI med E53500 005eds HOB 0® DORE ¢Srtess.

@ Ler’d enditn Owm

(orevsrLll@ FHCesreiy @ 6mreuTBHenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

0 ceBBD 00 ydme awEe Bedmbdi. ©B
Ry BT o @csim®.

g @z EmnmE 9Ebesl 8800 Hewie wom &
]SITTsWU LD GCIDT (G BITEHBND FLOTLILIGHE B L eDTUiL_11011" 1 .
Question ordered to stand down.

200 Bce® g8 B8O »Oyy : Lo
WITESTERUIT LIT6V BlTLomennTLs Liswflasir:aflLiyid

CONSTRUCTION OF YANOYA BRIDGE : DETAILS
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() @erGmeb, reir?

asked the Minister of Economic Development :
(@  Will he state-

(i) whether the construction work of the Yanoya
Bridge, which was proposed to be constructed in
the Trincomalee District, has been completed ;

(if)  if not, what its current state is ;

(iii)  the estimated cost of the construction of that
bridge ; and

(iv)  the amount of money spent so far?
(b)  Will he inform this House of-

(i) the name of the institution that invested money
in the construction of that bridge ; and

(if)  the name of the country that granted aid and the
amount of money so granted, if foreign aid was
received for the construction of the aforesaid
bridge?

(¢)  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the name of the institution which is carrying
out the construction work of this bridge ;

(if) of the basis on which construction work was
assigned to that institution ;

(iii)  whether tenders were called for the purpose of
assigning construction work ;

(iv) separately of the institutions that submitted
tenders and the bids forwarded by them, if
tenders were called for assigning construction
work?

(d) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena)
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(@) () Golden Relief Resource Limited.

(i)  UNOPS (United Nations Offfice for Project
Service) awemme 00 ed 08T,
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& G
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a8 83 TAARP - Tsunami Affected
Avreas Rebuilding Project- ©xsosaBcs 0ot
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()  @)etr@mev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Economic Development :
(@  Will he state-

(i) whether the construction work of the Kalladi
Bridge, which was proposed to be constructed in
the Batticaloa District, has been completed ;

(i)  if not, what its current state is ;

(iii)  the estimated cost of the construction of that
bridge ; and

(iv)  the amount of money spent so far?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the name of the institution that invested money
in the construction of that bridge ; and

(if)  the name of the country that granted aid and the
amount of money so granted, if foreign aid was
received for the construction of the aforesaid
bridge?

(c)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the name of the institution which is carrying out
the construction work of this bridge ;

(ii) the basis on which construction work was
assigned to that institution ;

(iii)  whether tenders were called for the purpose of
assigning construction work ;

(iv) separately of the institutions that submitted
tenders and the bids forwarded by them, if
tenders were called for assigning construction
work?

(d)  If not, why?
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(20) @erCmev, eyeor?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning, :

(@  Will he inform this house the total public debt
outstanding as Local and Foreign debt separately -

(i) atthe end of each year from 1948 to 1994; and

(ii)  at the end of each year from 1995 and in 2010 to
-date on a per year basis?

(b)  Will he inform this House the total debt amortization
(Capital + Interest) per year basis as per periods
mentioned in (i) and (ii) above?

()  Will he state the total debt of the following institutions
and countries as at year 1948 to 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006,
2007 and 2008 to-date along with the average interest
cost for the loans given -

(i) Word Bank

(i) IMF

(iii) ADB

(iv)  JBIC (Japan Bank of International Cooperation)
(v) USA

(vi) Japan

(vii)  EU Countries
(viii) Indiaand
(ix) China?

2:5Ee®sInd 772

(d)  Will he also state the per capita debt compared against
per capita earnings for the last 5 years on a yearly basis?

(e)  Ifnot, why?
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But, we can ask a question. If you can just tell me,
what the total capital amortization for the year 2010 and
2011 is, it would be appreciated.
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@0 Le’d @endiRm Ownm asked the Minister of Construction, Engineering

(wraw bl FGarsy @it ger) Services, Housing and Common Amenities:
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DANBNSDROB, 05 GRS eONeDsY & (@  Willhe inform this House of-
o9 ydmwd BEnJ 8 wew ®B ecmdm ICHHS 9CEEO (i) the number of low facility houses located on a
83500 land, less than 4 perches in extent ;
(if)  the number of unauthorized low facility houses ;
gama @ S ples 8500 Hewlw wom & and
afleorreney HEIDITG STEHND FLOFLINGSES BL L DT L1111 1 g . .
Question ordered to stand down. (iii)  the total extent of land which has an authorized

houses on it, in Colombo District?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the steps taken to make
these low facility houses into houses with facilities?
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asked the Minister of Economic Development:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) of the new recruitments made by the Ministry of
Economic Development by 01.08.2010 ;

(ii)  whether the recruitment made to the post of Jana
Sabha Secretary has been included in the above
mentioned recruitments ;

(iii)  of the minimum qualifications required to be
recruited to the aforesaid post ;

(iv)  of the number of persons that will be recruited to
the posts of “Jana Sabha” Secretary ;
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(v)  whether advertisements have been published and
the interviews have been held by now ;

(vi) if so, the number of persons who faced the
interviews ;

(vii)  the number of persons that will be recruited out
of the persons who faced the interviews ; and

(viii) the dates of commencement and completion of
the aforesaid recruitment?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the amount of money allocated from the budget
estimates of the relevant Ministry for these new
posts ; and

(if)  if the money has not been allocated, the reason
for it?

()  If not, why?
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"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [His Excellency
Mahinda Rajapaksa] Question again proposed.
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wozedsy BexI=®. The Government wants the private
sector to transfer the gratuity payment of the employees to
the Central Bank to set up an Employees' Pension Fund.
Sir, they say companies will go bankrupt by this move.
Ben® O 0 BEE 5Im Bowrs e®B D-eeCes
@DE WD, WO N8 ORH. Im PewdBm »OGTD S
02506008, ®® Bu ¥ Te0 e®m® v e® Ckw 8wdS om
«m&. The gratuity is only a provision in the books. & e
e ®ROE eBDE eusIDmD B DO BwEE 0Dz
woesy owr. 8H® wm »Swd 83z 80 eEdwmwesIO
8 evdsiess. Companies have not put aside money for
gratuity to transfer them to the Central Bank. @¢ esedoE»
Go@e DEIC 0. Im ®»OTH Bowrs v OGO
oy 5B O30, e®@eB S OBEs wms. The Board
of Management of the Fund should comprise unions of the
private sector. ®® Soslesi Sm esedwl® @nwd adB
e¢wn Ben, & ewed vvIBdewrsy & s8mcmw Sv gnd
BRez o=&. The Central Bank and the Governors are
already being accused of mismanaging the EPF and ETF.
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The public has no confidence that the Government could
manage their gratuity contributions. ¢»0®=s Bae
©0des0d Beadmdr. The Government should refrain from
taking over gratuity contributions from the private sector
and it should let the private sector to manage their
employees’ gratuity. ®® 8nzm 98380 g ® o>
esedOE® ¢aw eDew® mrducecs’ guies’. Also, the
Government should not burden the poor workers by taking
away 2 per cent from their salaries to set up an Employees'
Pension Fund. 8wwd ecm= Honf osedolm aned
eddmend Bme gdmex’. The Government has not
provided any relief to them. By now, they should have come
up with the Emoyees’ Insurance Scheme. dew»® dm=$onf
a0 I . Also, no relief has been provided to the
thousands of garment workers who lose their jobs. The
workings of this Fund should be tabled in Parliament. e®®&s
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conclude my speech, I would like to quote the opening lines
from the famous novel, “A Tale of Two Cities” by Charles
Dickens. [@0&0 BEOH] 2308 @535 n®s, csiosy sndm® gv
oz¥m. In a sense, these opening lines create a sense of
sweeping possibilities to our nation in the present scenario
and in the background of the Budget. Sir, | quote:

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times......... "
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308 OsIBn®, cfery EFDO geem  ©sIB.
»@Isnstess English literature meg oy ez, | quote :

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief,

it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the
season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter

of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us,
we were all going direct to heaven, we were all going direct the

other way ....... "

To hell. So, Mr. Speaker, this sums up the gloomy and
the grim situation in our country. e® RBw®m &sd
emev®e 8@ dxiesi? The poor and the downtrodden
are having the worst of times whilst the favorites and the
psychopaths of the Government are having the best of times.
Ped 005I ecwn vy &8 ¢sind, Im.Itis the season
of Light for psychopaths of this regime whilst it is the
season of Darkness for the downtrodden. The rich and the
psychopaths are going direct to the heaven. While Mervyn
Silva will go to heaven, the poor and the downtrodden are all
going direct the other way, to hell.

Thank you, Sir.
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(Mr. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Pon. Selvarasa. You
have 20 minutes.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! Mr. Deputy Speaker will now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] took the
Chair.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Pon. Selvarasa)
Thank you.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, the UPFA has traditionally
been a centre-left party. It is an alliance of leftist parties
including the SLFP, MEP, LSSP, the Communist Party
and so on. Its policies have been traditionally influenced
by socialist ideology. But, after listening to President
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s Budget Speech the other day, it has
left me to question whether the UPFA has distanced itself
from its traditional leftist principles and is now embracing
capitalism.

| say this because it is evident that this Budget has
catered more towards the Colombo businessmen than the
ordinary citizens of Sri Lanka. It is ironic and somewhat
hypocritical that this Government, which is quick to
brand us, the UNPers as “cmneg® wos eldoserwewns” has
themselves forgotten “womezs smm00” and has drafted this
Budget just to please the Colombo 7 businessmen.

Some economic experts have gone on to say that this
Budget is more a UNP Budget than a UPFA Budget. | beg
to differ. If this Budget were to be a UNP Budget, it
would have been far more precise, detailed and
professionally presented and most importantly, it would
not have forgotten the needs of the common man.
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But, if what these experts are saying is true, then |
must presume that the UNP crossovers have more
influence over the President than the SLFP stalwarts who
are in this Parliament. Not only are these crossovers
enjoying extra perks and incentives but most importantly,
they all have the ear of the President.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, in the past few days, my
Colleague, the Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe and | have been
attending various seminars and discussions on this
Budget. In all fairness, | must say that those who
represented the private sector were ecstatic about this
Budget; they laud the Government for bringing forward
an investor-driven Budget; they acclaimed the
Government for presenting a development Budget and
they praised the Government for producing a private
sector Budget. But, once the lectures, the discussions and
the praising were over, these very individuals, were to say
in private, that though the Government had good
intentions, they are skeptical whether the Government can
deliver what they have promised in this Budget.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, one would then ask, how can
we attract foreign investors to this country if our private
sector has no confidence in this Government? President
Mahinda Rajapaksa in his speech has proposed to cancel
the BOI approvals granted before the 30™ of June, this
year. This proposal, | would say, is unfair to investors
who had their proposals approved and will also send a
negative signal to prospective foreign investors. If we are
to attract foreign investments to this country, we have to
make sure that the business environment in Sri Lanka is
conducive to a potential investor.

Another factor that needs to change is the foreign
policy of this Government. No longer can we afford to
antagonize the West. In the past, we saw demonstrations
outside embassies where protestors urged by Government
Ministers, burned effigies of Western leaders and their
country flags. We saw a Minister engaged in a fast unto
death in front of the UN Office. We saw European
diplomats refused entry to this country. We need to
rebuild these bridges that have been burnt in the past. We
cannot only look towards the East for foreign
investments, but also towards the West.

The losing of the GSP concession has indeed affected
our garment industry. Hundreds of garment factories in
the industrial zones have shut their operations in Sri
Lanka. Some have taken their factories to neighbouring
India, Bangladesh and Vietnam. As a result, thousands of
garment employees have been made redundant. Nowhere
in the Budget Speech has the President given any thought
to these unemployed garment workers.

The ailing garment industry has also been affected by
the strengthening of the rupee. Garment exporters are
finding it hard to sell their products in the international
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market. The proposal to increase the electricity tariff by 8
per cent will also have an adverse effect on not only the
garment industry but other manufacturing industries in
Sri Lanka.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, it is unclear how this
Government is to achieve its revenue of Rs. 986 billion
by the next year as predicted in the Budget. While |
commend this Government for bringing down the taxes
and thereby giving some relief to the middle and the
upper middle classes, | presume the Government will also
lose a considerable amount of revenue by doing so.

Is the Government not taking a risk by expecting
foreign investment to boost its revenues? What if the
envisaged investment does not materialize? What then?
Are we to borrow more from commercial loans and
increase the already rising debt in this country?

I am sorry to say that the President’s speech creates
more questions in the minds of the people than giving
answers to the problems of the people. For example, it is
still unclear whether the Employees’ Pension Fund that
the President proposed is to run parallel to the
Employees' Provident Fund or whether the EPF is to be
incorporated into the Employees’ Pension Fund? The
President has proposed three forms of pension funds; one
for employees, one for the migrant workers and the third,
for the elderly and informal sector.

While | commend the President’s proposal to set up
such a pension fund, one must ask whether these funds
will also be used as a source for borrowing by the
Government in the near future. It is widely speculated
among the business community that the Government has
mismanaged the funds from the EPF. If so, | do hope that
these pension funds will not suffer the same fate.

All in all, while the corporate sector is relatively
happy with this Budget, the ordinary man feels let down.
The Government servants who were promised a pay hike
of Rs. 2,500 have had their hopes dashed by this Budget.
Instead of a wage increase, they have been given a Cost
of Living Allowance of Rs. 600. But then, the
Government has increased the electricity tariffs by 8 per
cent and what the Government giveth, the Government
taketh away because this Rs. 600 will eventually go to
pay their electricity bills.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

That is not relevant, Hon. Member. The next speaker
is the Hon. Palitha Range Bandara.
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He has a right to speak. The Hon. Rambukwella
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The next speaker is the Hon. Palitha Range Bandara.
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(Nrdléd FurBTLsT Sjeuider)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order ?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, the point of Order is that he was referring to me
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

Em 9E0® weotdmaBwd WIY ECR GBIBLE. OO @EEI®
eotdmaBes amD ©® O emdBw -dmO fez BwEi Buwmo.
RBsIS Bem Om- ¢ ©un OmD. @O Bewdess
BDONEDROB, T DOING®HD 9c BBE ©¢5N®
B88eux» Heamd & wddsidewrs’ oo o0n®
NEED 0280l ocxBdEmudern B8wed @I ©O
ed@EHWO e0NeD O,

Bewedes mOiznemn®o

(WrglF FUTHTWST HjeuTs6T)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, that part may be expunged from the
proceedings.
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@6 ewewn€s SPFTHECE Ovm
(orenTLfl@ QO%Gansdw ribLsGlaussv)
(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Beradt OrnemR®o

(NrdldF FuThTWIST j6euider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, what is the point of Order?

@6 ewew€s SPFECE Ovm

(orenTLfl@ QO%Gansdw ribLsGlaussv)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

The point of Order is that he is going on explaining
the personal conduct of another Hon. Minister.

[0 BBo] No, damage o» 280 judge
wos¥ aw. Damage o judge WO BBy, O
Rewdes mOnemn®. [0 B3@=] No, the judgment
should not come from you but from the Chair.
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)
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(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

So, that is against the conduct. Hon. Deputy Speaker,
he is repeating about the conduct of an Hon. Member. He
is repeating the word "e3®@®."
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. He is casting aspersions
against the Hon. Ministers. He cannot do that.
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

He is disturbing, Sir. - [Interruption.]
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(Nrdld FUTBTIWST SjeuTsT)
(The Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you gave a clear ruling. He is

going on casting aspersions on the personal conduct of
the Hon. Ministers saying that so and so has been
degraded. He cannot do that ©®® 8969, emecss
©@rgwd MDD veded, ¢z e@igw BV

Bewdss 2 r5ncmn®o

(Nrglé FuThTST j6uider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

I have warned him not to be defamatory.

@0 g8 &.80.98. 308 Owmn
(LomressTL 0@ VAN TED 67.6TF.6TLD. Hy6TV6UIT)
(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, what he said must be expunged.

Bewdss 2506 mn®o

(Nrglé FuThTWIST j6uider)

(The Deputy Speaker)

I hope he will take that advice and speak accordingly.

00 aC®E £.60.68. 2508 Pwmn
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Thank you, Sir.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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Table 1
Outstanding Government Debt
1950-2009

Year Rupees million As a % of GDP
1950 654 16.9
1951 751 16.3
1952 1,044 232
1953 1,249 27.8
1954 1,164 24.5
1955 1,121 21.4
1956 1,208 23.7
1957 1,410 27.1
1958 1,531 279
1959 1,867 29.1
1960 2,282 34.0
1961 2,752 40.0
1962 3,106 44.6
1963 3,520 47.7
1964 3,924 50.4
1965 4,435 54.9
1966 5,269 63.2
1967 5,959 65.9
1968 6,775 63.2
1969 7,313 62.5
1970 8,689 63.6
1971 9,778 69.6
1972 10,862 71.2
1973 12,289 66.8
1974 12,304 51.8
1975 14,564 54.8
1976 17,659 58.5
1977 24,985 68.6
1978 30,951 725
1979 35,474 67.7
1980 51,346 77.2
1981 64,690 76.1
1982 80,534 81.2
1983 98,457 81.0
1984 105,333 68.5

1985 130,284 80.2
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1986 155,707 86.8

1987 190,809 97.0

1988 224,253 101.0

1989 273,860 108.7

1990 310,779 96.6

1991 366,698 98.5

1992 405,559 95.4

1993 483,909 96.9

1994 550,931 95.1

1995 635,696 95.2

1996 716,388 93.3

1997 764,071 85.8

1998 924,699 90.8

1999 1,051,331 95.1

2000 1,218,700 96.9

2001 1,452,706 103.3~

2002 1,670,343 105.6

2003 1,863,851 102.3

2004 2,139,527 102.3

2005 2,222.341 90.6

2006 2,582,648 87.9

2007 3,041,685 85.0

2008 3,588,962 81.4

2009(a) 4,161,422 86.2
Sources: Central Bank of Sri Lanka
(a) Provisional
Table 6
Major National Level Projects
r Estimated
Project Project Cost
(USS million)

Hamt Sea Port Develop Project 361.00 ——‘
Colombo Port Expansion Project 780.00
Puttalam Coal Power Project 705.00
Upper Kotmale Hydro Power Project 446.00
Kerawalapitiya Combined Cycle Power Plant Project 309.00
Greater Colombo Transport Development Project 345.00
National Highways Sector Project 208.00
The Galle Port Development Project 300.00
Water Sector Development Project (1) & (11) 150,00
Road Sector Assistance Project 264.00
Souther Transport Development Project 279.00
Trincomalee 1 d Infr Project (TIIP) 101.00
Secondary Towns & Rural Community Water/Sanitation 192.00
Southemn international Airport 190.00
Colombo - Katunayake Expressway 312.00
Jaffna Peninsula Water & Sanitation Sector Development Project 200.00
Hambantota Bunkering Project 76.60
Oluvil Port Development Project 72.50
Uma Oya Hydro Electricity & Irrigation 548.00
Kelani Right Bank Water Treatment Plant Project 82.70
Ruhunupura water Supply Develop Project 135.00
Upgrading Colombo — Matara Railway Line 212,00
Dam Safety & Water Resources Planning Project 72,00
Southern Expressway 589.00
Colombo - Kandy Expressway 570.00
Colombo Outer Circular Highway 762,00
Northern Expressway 789.00
Flyovers 200.00
Northern Road Connectivity Project n.a. J

Table 5

Public Debt to GDP Ratio
in Selected Countries-2009

Country % of GDP
(Estimates)
Japan 189.3
Italy 115.2
Greece 113.4
Singapore 11331
Iceland 107.6
Belgium 97.6
Sriflanka(a) 86.2
France TT.5
Canada 75.4
Germany 721
UK 68.1
India 58.0
Malaysia 930 -
USA 529
Pakistan 46.2
Thailand 45.9
Bangaladesh 38.8

Source: CIA-World Fact Book

(a) Provisional
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. MANUSHA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Hon. Member, the Indian Prime Minister has
committed to build 50,000 houses and the construction
of those houses are to begin within the next 20 days. So,
what you are saying is factually incorrect.
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(The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena)

Hon. Member, can | raise a point to cross your
entries? The President while delivering the Budget
Speech has very clearly stated on page 96, under
paragraph No. 54, | quote:

“We are grateful for the assistance extended by the Prime Minister
of India to build 50,000 houses. The Government has also mobilized
funding through donor agencies, friendly countries and its own
budgetary resources to rehabilitate further 80,000 houses.”

Therefore, | wish to state to you very categorically
that all the preliminary work that has to be done to go
into the construction phase has been concluded. 1 am
saying this with a lot of responsibility. The Hon. Namal
Rajapaksa has also gone there and you will see that
within the next 20 days, construction of a thousand
houses in one go will commence and we will conclude a
total of about 150,000 houses.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have to wind up, please.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Nirupama Rajapaksa - Deputy Minister of
Water Supply and Drainage)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, on behalf of the people of
Hambantota, we offer our sincerest and best felicitations
on His Excellency’s assumption of office as President of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka for his
Second Term.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa is the "People’s
President”; a man for rights; a champion of the rural
masses; a beacon of light; a great leader of par excellence
who freed the country from the shackles of war and made
the people of Sri Lanka breathe the air of freedom. His
vision, farsightedness and forwardness through the
programmes envisaged in the “Mahinda Chintana - 2005”
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are bearing fruit and the people of Sri Lanka are able to
enjoy them freely and without any obstacles. All his
promises are being kept.

Sri Lanka is today emerging as an economic power in
South Asia through the multifaceted development
programmes initiated by President Mahinda Rajapaksa.
The President’s focus has now shifted from the battlefield
to the farm. The theme today is to win the war against
poverty by economic development not only in urban areas
but in all the 16,000 villages scattered over the country
where 80 per cent of our people live. These villages had
been neglected from the time of colonial rule. The rural
people must receive their due share of prosperity with the
development of the country. This is the solemn thinking
of His Excellency the President. No other leader, so far,
has brought development strategies and programmes
equitably to all parts of the country be it North, South,
West or East. In his mission there is no room for
communal hatred, communal disharmony or differences
of caste, creed, race or religion. Not only has he preached
these principles but he is practising them. His aim is to
make Sri Lanka the "Wonder of Asia" by making it the
hub of development in all areas.

This is the First Budget after His Excellency the
President assumed office for a Second Term on 19th
November. This is really a “People’s Budget”. It has
been prepared taking into consideration the views of the
public, trade chambers, Members of Parliament and
progress review meetings of all nine provinces. It reflects
the people’s wishes and aims. It is not a Budget thrust
upon the people but made of their aspirations. The main
objectives are reducing poverty, inflation and
unemployment. The Budget Proposals mainly focuses on
reducing the cost of living, improving and enhancing the
Public and private infrastructure development through
partnership and providing relief to the people.

The Budget Proposals aim to develop the country as a
whole with the accent on rural development and not only
of development in the urban sector. The Government has
ensured that people in every village have access to
electricity, road linkages, safe drinking water,
telecommunication  facilities, market places and
townships. Towards this end, the Government had been
able to complete 72,105 small projects at a cost of Rs.
27,888 million during the period 2006 to 2010. Up to
now, about 11.9 million people have been benefited by
these projects.

The country is unified. There is no room for
separation. Today, we have stability. People have the
utmost faith in His Excellency the President and have
given him the mandate to develop the country. The UPFA
Government has now a two-thirds majority in Parliament.
Through these empowerments, the President is able to go
forward with development goals.

Some of the key indicators show that Sri Lanka is
progressing rapidly and will be the leading nation in
achieving the Millennium Development Goals. The
poverty rate has been reduced. The per capita income has
risen. The GDP growth rate is 7.6 per cent.
Unemployment has dropped to 5.5 per cent. Access to
electricity in the rural sector had increased to 83.2 per
cent in 2009 and it has reached the estate sector. Access
to safe drinking water has increased countrywide. School
attendance by children of rural and urban areas has now
reached almost 100 per cent while in estate areas, it is
97.4 per cent.

Sir, you would, I am sure, recall the sad stories of the
rural farmers who were unable to sell their paddy at
reasonable prices and were being exploited by the
middleman. They could not get Rs. 10 for a kilo of
paddy. But, this Government has ensured the purchase
price of paddy in the range of Rs. 24 to 28 per kilo. Not
only the paddy farmers, but also farmers of other crops
such as maize, onions, potatoes and soya beans are able
to get higher prices. | wish to mention here that many of
the farmers of the Hambantota District are direct
beneficiaries of these price increases.

Higher fertilizer prices had been a major obstacle for
paddy production. This too was overcome by the
Government offering fertilizer at Rs. 350 per 50-kilo bag
to paddy farmers. Dairy farmers were only able to sell a
litre of fresh milk at Rs. 18. But, now they are able to get
Rs. 44 for a litre of milk. The growers of major crops
such as tea, rubber, coconut and spices too get higher
prices for their products.

There was  speculation and anxiety about the
resettlement of the IDPs in the North. In fact, it became
the subject for discussion by the UN, international
agencies, regional powers and NGOs apart from pressure
extended by local political parties. It was a great surprise
that the UPFA Government was able to resettle about
260,000 people within a period of two and a half years
and only 15,000 now remain to be resettled. This is
remarkable. The credit goes to President Mahinda
Rajapaksa not only for ending the war, but also for
implementing humanitarian projects and programmes
simultaneously, which has brought back vast farmlands
into production. The Government has implemented a US
Dollar 2 billion reconstruction programme in the North,
which is expected to be completed by 2012,

People will acknowledge and accept that the country
has progressed economically only if they enjoy a share of
its development. Hitherto there was no one single
ministry which was directly responsible for economic
development. It was President Mahinda Rajapaksa who
created the Ministry of Economic Development to
achieve progress through coordinated policies and
programmes. These in turn, have paved the way for
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targeted economic development goals. At this juncture, |
am happy to say that this Ministry headed by the Hon.
Basil Rajapaksa has ensured that every institution achieve
its target as scheduled. We are happy to note that tourism
has boomed by 36 per cent during the last 10 months, and
it is expected that Sri Lanka will receive six lakhs of
tourists by the end of this year. Tourist zones are being
carved out in the North, the East and the North Western
Provinces to promote tourism. Both local and foreign
investors are offered incentives and concessions.
Infrastructure development in these regions will be
implemented through Uthuru Wasanthaya, Nagenahira
Navodaya and other programmes.

Education is necessary for our children. The
President’s goal is to create a knowledge-based society.
Rs. 54 billion has been voted in this Budget for education
and health. This shows the Government’s commitment to
enhance educational facilities and create a healthy
society.

The Budget also proposes development of our
universities with a massive vote of Rs. 3,000 million from
2011. A survey of development activities since 2006
reveals that infrastructure development has been at the top
in irrigation, power supply, fisheries, roads, tourism, ports
and aviation and the housing sectors. The Uma Oya,
Moragahakanda and Deduru Oya Irrigation Projects are
some of the key projects that can irrigate over 80,000
hectares. The people of Hambantota, Badulla and
Moneragala will be benefited greatly by the Uma Oya
Irrigation Project. The Magampura Port commissioned
by His Excellency is another bold initiative of this
Government. This will create 25,000 job opportunities.
The unemployed youth in the area will be greatly
benefited. It is also proposed to create industrial zones
around this harbour on 20,000 hectares of land which will
enable the people in the area to earn a better income. The
Ruhunupura Water Supply Development Project will
benefit 75,000 people in the Hambantota District. Other
water  supply schemes including  Hambantota,
Polonnaruwa, Batticaloa and Mutur will benefit another
220,000 households.

Another area which has received the special attention
of His Excellency the President is the plantation industry.
The Budgetary proposals include several incentives to tea,
rubber and coconut industries to improve production and
expand cultivation. It is significant to note a subsidy of
Rs. 50,000 per hectare has been announced for the tea
smallholders to encourage replanting and new planting.

Along with the development proposals, the Budget has
also offered several benefits to low-income families.
Women and children will be greatly benefited from the
expanded Thriposha Programme which will reach
deserving mothers. The monthly allowances granted to

the elderly, the handicapped, the victims of terrorism and
the vulnerable in society will be enhanced. Disabled
children and the other worthy citizens in Samurdhi will
get increased the monthly allowances.

Sir, before | conclude, | wish to mention that the
proposal to introduce an Employees’ Pension Fund to
provide post-retirement pensions to employees in the
private and corporate sector is a welcome move, which
will greatly benefit the working class. His Excellency the
President who was a former Minister of Labour has
clearly understood the hardships and concerns of Public
servants. The proposal to grant a 5 per cent increase as a
non-pensionable allowance to all Public servants and the
security forces is very much appreciated. Pensioners too
will receive an increased Cost-of-Living Allowance.
This illustrates the commitment of His Excellency the
President towards the working class. As His Excellency
Mahinda Rajapaksa embarks on a new era of leadership,
let us all join together with our beloved Leader to make
Sri Lanka the “Wonder of Asia”.

Thank you.
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadda - Minister of Child
Development and Women’s Affairs)
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Whereupon THE HON. MANUSHA NANAYAKKARA left the
Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! The Hon. Sajin De Vass Gunawardena
may begin his speech now.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Justice)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Presiding Member, it is with great pleasure that |
participate in the Debate on the Second Reading of the
Budget 2011 presented by His Excellency Mahinda
Rajapaksa as the First Budget of his Second Term. It is
also the maiden speech that | am making after having
joined this administration, particularly in the aftermath of
the support that the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress'
Parliamentary Group gave for the Eighteenth
Amendment, which for all purposes, further strengthened
this administration and which was acknowledged by His
Excellency the President himself.

One of the remarkable features of His Excellency’s
public posture is that he is open and transparent about his
political programmes. In his speech to the nation, which
was made after having taken Oaths for the Second Term,
he very categorically thanked the nation and reasoned out
the background for bringing in the Eighteenth
Amendment, where he referred to the inevitable
instability that would result in the Second Term of a
President, however strong that mandate may be, simply
because of the reason that convulsions do occur within
political parties when there is a tussle for succession.
We, the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, did ponder and
reflect upon this predicament and we have taken a very
pragmatic decision to support his administration in the
national interest,  which concluded a very difficult
military expedition and which for all purposes, was
looked upon very pessimistically by many, including

ourselves on the other side. | must be very frank and open
about my convictions as a politician.

If we are to speak about President Mahinda
Rajapaksa’s resolve and his deep commitment, he was
somebody who pursued his development programmes
despite the fact that he had to prosecute a very difficult
war against one of the most ruthless terrorist outfits in the
world. The manner in which the war was pursued, there
were many brickbats that were thrown at his
administration. It is still in the process of overcoming
them. But, today we have to look at things much more
pragmatically; we have to look at this issue with an eye
on serious reconciliation.

I was listening to one of the TNA Members who was
speaking a while ago and he was full of acrimony. He
was questioning the justification of certain programmes
that are being implemented in the North and the East.
This Government is trying to develop this country as a
hub in five different areas : an aviation hub, a shipping
hub, a hub for energy, a knowledge hub and a hub for
commercial activity. There again, we see that the
massive infrastructure projects that this Government
initiated while pursuing the war, are due to come to
conclusion within this year or during the course of next
year. The Norochcholai Coal Power Plant, the Upper
Kotmale Hydro Power Project, the Hambantota Port
Development Project, the Southern Highway Project, the
Uma-Oya Project, all of which would be, to a certain
extent, going towards enhancing our capability in
becoming the hub in the region, where the other small-
time countries like Singapore, the United Arab
Emirates and Dubai were far behind us 30 to 40 years
ago.

Today, we are in a very important geo-political
strategic location. Though there are difficulties, look at
the manner in which this administration is juggling its
foreign policy. We see the Foreign Minister of India
currently in this country and in a few days' time, the
President of Pakistan is to make a visit. The Chinese
Deputy Prime Minister was one of the honoured guests
during the inauguration of the Second Term of his
Excellency the President, all of which indicate the keen
interest the geo-political rivals are showing in our tiny
nation. But, it is not an easy thing to chart your
international politics cautiously and carefully among
various contending forces. We must say that in charting
that course, His Excellency the President has been
engaging in a very tricky three-piece actand | must say
he has succeeded in doing that. His suave political
moves, not only locally but also internationally, we must
accept, will stand in good stead in attracting that
necessary Foreign Direct Investment to this country.
Though there is a lot of criticism that a substantial
amount of FDI has not come into the country. The
forward-looking macroeconomic  policies of this
administration laid out in this Budget, which will be
further expanded in the coming years, would certainly
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enhance the capacity of this administration to bring in the
necessary amount of Foreign Direct Investment and boost
the forward-looking economic prospects of this country.
We are also conscious of the fact that it is not only the
infrastructure projects that would bring in lasting
contentment and reconciliation in this country but we
need to pursue the effort of reconciliation with zeal and
commitment. We have to be sensitive to the concerns of
the minorities. 1, who represent an important segment in
this country with eight Members of Parliament, a party
which has a predominant mandate from the Muslims of
this country, am very keen that we also make the
integration process in the post-conflict era, a very
balanced and equitable one. But, that again is not a very
easy process. His Excellency the President in his
inaugural speech, which was made after he took Oaths
for the Second Term, made a few commitments, which
being translated into action, | am sure, would go a long
way in healing the wounds inflicted on some
communities. In some of the minority Members on the
other side, we still do not see the integrity of the
argument. But, yet | am sure, with the co-operation and
the necessary dedication, all of us can achieve the
necessary objectives to chart a different course to achieve
national unity and promote a culture of politics, which
would be devoid of acrimony, which would not be bent
on any other remorseful objects, but aim at building a
united nation. In that, I am sure the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress in taking this decision, we have very carefully
looked at the need to play a pragmatic role and also have
a serious introspection about our own ideology in
working with an administration which pursues a
programme of actions which is aimed at post-conflict
development and reconciliation. | am sure His Excellency
the President and his administration would pay heed to
the concerns that would be raised by us, and | am sure we
have the independence to talk about the grievances of our
community, as well as of all the rest who feel
marginalized. It would be natural that in an accelerated
development drive, there would be many issues that come
up, which will threaten to disturb that harmony that
everybody hopes would be built in this post-conflict era.

I do not want to speak too much on this occasion.
There are matters that | must deal with during the
Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of my
Ministry. But, particularly, just this matter alone I will
advert to. His Excellency the President, in this Budget has
allocated a very handsome sum of Rs. 400 million simply
for the purpose of implementing a programme to prevent
the prolonging legal disputes and to resolve them
expeditiously. There is a large backlog of cases which is
estimated to be in the range of 650,000. In clustering that
programme, the subheading that has been given for that is
“Consumer Safety Network”. | think it is a very
appropriate title within which this issue has been brought
in. In fact, this is one of the first projects that we would
very eagerly implement in order to get rid of the laws

delays by providing the necessary comfort to the litigants
in trying to have their disputes resolved expeditiously
through our court system. There are many other matters -
[Interruption.] Yes, Sir, definitely. We are looking at
various reforms. In fact, | will deal with it during the
Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of my
Ministry.

Having said that Mr. Presiding Member, | must once
again say that it is with a deep sense of introspection that
we have joined this administration in the hope that the
programme of reconciliation and nation building will take
place in an atmosphere of harmony and friendship, which
everybody is praying for.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)
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(swssaiar Nrdls sailsreri jeuiger)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, please sit down.
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Azwer.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, if there is anything against the Standing
Orders, that will be expunged.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Azwer, please sit down. If there is anything
against the Standing Orders, that will be expunged.
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First of all, I would like to say a few words in English
because | want to respond to certain statements made by
the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran yesterday, in this House. He
said that the Government's top priority was for
resettlement but it is not reflected in the Budget. He was
speaking in English and there were foreign dignitaries in
the Gallery and thereby he was transmitting his message
to the entire world. But, | must tell that the Government in
this Budget has set apart Rs. 5 billion for the resettlement
in the Northern area and also Rs. 1 billion for resettlement
in the Eastern area. Also, as far as the regional
developments are concerned, a sum of Rs. 50 billion for
Uthuru Wasanthaya and a sum of Rs. 26 billion for
Negenahira Udanaya have been set apart, when
compared to Wayamba and Rajarata, where they have set
apart only Rs. 18 billion and Rs. 17 billion respectively.

He also cited another example and stated that in
Kilinochchi, some persons have been deprived of lighting
lamps for a Hindu festival. Here, | think he was implying
religious discrimination against the Hindus. But, | must
remind him that for the last three and a half decades, even
when the war was at peak, when the Sinhalese could not
go beyond Vavuniya or beyond Anuradhapura, there were
Tamil Hindus here who were pulling the vel carts for the
last three and a half decades without any interruption. So,
this religious discrimination is false propaganda made up
by people like the Hon. Member.

He also said that there are forced settlements by the
Government in the Jaffna Peninsula and the Government
is artificially creating some changes in the demography.
But, that is also not true because whoever is going to
settle down in Jaffna are the people who have roots there.
There were Tamils, there were Sinhalese, there were
Muslims in the Jaffna Peninsula and whoever now goes
there are the people who have some roots there.

Also, | must tell him that when you take into
consideration the 1981 and 2001 census, there has been a
40 per cent increase in the Tamil population in Colombo.
Therefore, what happened to the demography in that

case? So, | think people like the Hon. Sumanthiran
should have their facts corrected and refrain from making
these types of false statements to the world community.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Mr. Deputy Speaker will now take the
Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

Yes, what is your point of Order?
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(oTeRTLLfl@ VAN TE 67.6T.6TLD. SjsV6uIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, Erskine May, in his famous book, "Parliamentary
Practice and Procedure” has stated that the conduct and
behaviour of the Members should be regulated by the
Chair. Now, Sir, there has been a breach of order in this
House. That must be brought to your notice and you have
to inform that to the Hon. Speaker. Sir, Standing Order
No. 77(1) states, | quote:

"Any member ............ who has committed any breach of order not
specified in these Orders may be proceeded against in any way

"

Parliament thinks fit............ .

I do not want to proceed any further. Now, Sir, the
breach of order committed by the Member who just
spoke was, he brought an alien item into this House. This
is a very bad precedent. If other Members also try to do
this, you will not have an orderliness in this House.
Therefore, Sir, that product must be confiscated.
According to the Standing Orders, his bringing in an alien
item into the House is a breach of order. Breach of order
is specified very clearly in the Standing Orders and it has
been stated over and over again by Erskine May. The
product must be confiscated and the conduct of the
Member must be brought to the notice of the Hon.
Speaker.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

| heard you, Hon. Member. | have taken that into
consideration and the Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara has
handed it over to the Secretary-General. Therefore, it
does not arise.
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Thank you very much Sir.
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Sir, according to the Standing Orders, since there is a
breach of order, that product must be confiscated.
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(The Deputy Speaker)

We have warned him and taken over the telephone.
[Interruption.]
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Action must be taken against him.
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We will do that, if he repeats. This is the first time.
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That must be recorded, Sir.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! | want a peaceful House now. Hon.
(Mrs.) Wijewickrama, you continue.
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(The Presiding Member)

Please maintain Order in this House. You can continue
Mrs. Wijewickrama.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 BB Beddn® Pudae

(oreryfl@ (Hpwg)) wfwresh allGmalsslrio)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama)

GeowznGi®) @0 OTEROB, @Bec; BB
9288u WO B¢ EOV® dw D1 WERIH BWens) gw D
@nd -



941 2010 @220:®28 26 942

G520 @IES

(BwVeOWLETHRIGL 2 miLllesTi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Jayasekara, do not disturb the Member speaking.
According to the Standing Orders, you cannot disturb an
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It being 6.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Saturday, 27th November,2010.
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(The Presiding Member)
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It being 7.00 p.m., MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Saturday, 27h November
2010, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 16th November,
2010.
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