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asked the Minister of Education:

@)

(b)

©

(d)

©

Is he aware that the percentage of passing of
examinations of students who study in the Government
schools administered by the Suriyawewa Divisional
Education Office belonging to the Hambantota Zonal
Education Office in the Hambantota District is on the
decline?

Will he inform this House separately of the number of
students who gained qualifications for university
education having passed the GCE Advanced Level in
the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 from the aforesaid
educational zone and the names of schools to which
they belong?

Will he state-

(i) whether he admits that the non-receipt of
textbooks and syllabi of teachers in time at the
beginning of the year has resulted in the decline
of students” education;

(i) if so, whether action will be taken to provide
textbooks in time, which are required for
uplifting education and developing skills of
these students;

Will he inform this House-

(i) whether action will be taken to deploy the
relevant officers for the proper supervision of
these schools;

(i) if so, the measures that will be taken in this
regard?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha Sasana
and Religious Affairs:

(@  Will he state -

(i) the number of persons receiving pensions
currently after having been sent on retirement on
disability from the service of the three Armed
Forces and the Police;

(ii)  the minimum pension that they receive; and

(iiiy the classification under which persons like
E.M.D. Kirthisinghe Ekanayaka, residing at No.
215/B, Pitawala Road, Nedagamuwa, Kotugoda,
who has been sent on retirement on disability on
30.10.1985  from the service of engineering
mechanic of the Navy under service No. B 6511
and receives a pension of Rs. 6,561.20 from the
Divisional Secretary's Division of
Minuwangoda under pension No. 3971, come?

(b)  Will he inform this House of the steps that have been
taken either to increase the pension of persons like Mr.
Kirthisinghe or to provide sufficient relief to engage in
some kind of livelihood as the pension received by them
is not sufficient in terms of the current cost of living?

(c)  If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home

Affairs:

(@  Will he inform-

(i)

(i)
(iii)

the number of “Grama Niladharies” in the
country on per province and per district basis ;

the amount they are paid monthly ;and
the scope of their work?

(b)  Will he state -

@)

(i)

(iii)

the number of new Grama Niladharies appointed
in North and East Provinces ;

the criteria followed in
appointments; and

respect of those

as to how the selections were made?

()  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:

@

(b)

©

©

©)

Is he aware that the percentage of passing of
examinations of students who study in the government
schools administered by the Tangalle Divisional
Education Office belonging to the Tangalle Zonal
Education Office in the Hambantota District is on the
decline?

Will he inform this House separately the number of
students who gained qualifications for university
education having passed the GCE Advanced Level in

the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 from the aforesaid

educational zone and the names of schools to which
they belong?

Will he state-

(i) whether he admits that the non-receipt of text
books and syllabi of teachers in time at the
beginning of the year has resulted in the decline
of students’ education ;

(i)  if so, whether action will be taken to provide text
books in time, which are required for uplifting
education and developing skills of these
students ;

Will he inform this House-

(i) whether action will be taken to deploy the
relevant officers for the proper supervision of
these schools ;

(if) if so, the measures that will be taken in this
regard?

If not, why?
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(24) BeTCmev, ersir?

asked the Minister of Co-operatives and Internal
Trade:

(@  Will he inform this House-

(i) the names of the members of Consumer Affairs
Authority;

(if) the number of raids done by the Consumer
Affairs Authority on per month, per year basis
for the last 3 years ;

(iii)  the 10 most important and valuable raids carried
out in the last 3 years;

(iv) the values of the offences found out per District;
and

(v) the number of officers work in the Consumer
Affairs Authority?

(b)  If not, why?
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@) @G, srein?

asked the Minister of Posts and Telecommunication :

(@ Is he aware that the residents of Thilleiyadi area in
Puttalam District have to face numerous difficulties as
there is not a post office or a sub-post office in that area?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether immediate steps will
be taken to establish a sub-post office covering the
Thilleiyadi area in order to enable the people of the
aforesaid area to have easy access to postal services?

()  If not, why?
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COASTAL AREA : IMMEDIATE ACTION
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@) @sCmev, sreir?

asked the Minister of Ports and Aviation :

(@ Is he aware that the coastal area named Perumkadal in
Kandakkuliya in the Puttalam District is seriously
affected by sea-erosion from time to time and this
situation causes much damage to the fishing

“wadiyas ” , which provide lodging to the fishermen in

the area and the nearby buildings in which stalls are
housed?

(b)  Will he state whether action will be taken through the
Coast Conservation Department for the speedy
implementation of the immediate courses of action
which should be followed to prevent serious sea-erosion
that occurs in the aforesaid area?

(c)  Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Indigenous Medicine for report.
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November]
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] took the
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“The Sri Lankan economy grew by a higher rate of 7.8 per cent
during the first half of 2010 compared to the growth of 1.9 per cent
recorded during the corresponding period of 2009. The improved
performance in all key sectors of the economy contributed towards this
growth. The Agriculture sector, mainly driven by the higher growth in
the production of paddy, tea, and minor export crops and better
performance in the fisheries sector grew by 7.2 per cent. The Industry
sector grew by 8.0 per cent with improved performance in mining and
quarrying, manufacturing, electricity, gas and water, and construction
sectors. The factory industry, the largest sub-sector of the manufacturing
sector, registered a higher growth which was mainly reflected in
domestic market oriented industries, such as food and beverages, while
export market oriented industries recovered during this period. The
services sector recorded a growth of 7.8 per cent in the first half of 2010
supported by higher contribution from domestic and foreign trade,
transportation, tourism and financial services”.
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The above mentioned report further states, | quote:

“Paddy production in the 2009/2010 Maha season increased by 10.3
per cent to 2.63 million metric tons compared to the corresponding
season of the last year. The increase in production was largely a result
of the adequate rainfall supported by continuation of the fertilizer
subsidy ....”
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“....together with higher contribution from the Eastern and the
Northern provinces. The total newly cultivated paddy lands in the
Northern Provinces were 4,424 hectares in the 2009/2010 Maha season
which included 1,406 hectares in the Jaffna district and 2,741 hectares in
the Manner district.”

@®D o DYGHOT Wm0 ®OsIery v ¢ed NBE
Godesie #@@Bn® & yedred emdDC O werg Bwo &
O DO»@W BwsTesy oy @®Dr @ 38&r1emed SnE
WO D CEOW B, @ #ewd B, »OS

DD @RER A B OB WS ©5%0edDE, @@ Bw®
©odL ©CEID). BHYTNTTeERO O ICHES BEBID
. @ B0 Digedd OB e@mm 83ImO.
NEODBC  yEHB O 9o emd OO  wimdi,
©8®ed®cem, wledse me? I o BYTHTeLE
eI o3, § o YOS BBnEc @Bn® ewed
eI, g8 Py Bewd B8y grde? o®s dxfmogy
WO ABYE, 05T WOBIDY BN, HoBBT BB EEVIOE
OO O WOBIesY, 0@ Sled PBACHS 8 B»E WS
Bwo orzvnews wmdsH BYew. ¢ NEOHEC H®
#1989 BusTes? e@imdie? dwo Bwmn, "ged Smdmoey
eOEI®Yy A BNV ¢ FHEHD W VB, DNEO®HES
sgn" Buwo. 0® 0058 e0z0ed B! Yhnindics nExY
NEODBC O FOBBRw o WO ged Hewdss
G OBOCew v MOE BBTcwE B “HB BBO OO &
OB IO OWACHE Ve ¢ & O HOYH ®O OB
@Y. & moced By 0eddg, QO amPd Om
Bbews 00ede? 0@m HWBSwws. ol Digedd
OB O BEwAB. I mced addd @n®wo,
BC1eDED® Bur®wr @D 0 womdB WEIE? O CED
OO »nA -non-contiguous- s ©®dW weSIHE DG
BE. @BO0 EBuBn@ed ocdB mFBNd Beo Joo
BweE Beadmd. BT NTeEE0 »yovsie Jo Swesis,
9udws? &0 Swgdr Ono enedd, & nEs cmor
NEODBO (Bu SO0 emB DOO® yBERw I
Bedmde? g¢ DR DOm0, ge g¥msE 0OmD; G|
DO, Do eMIc @CDE. eOREed ¢mBIED B »OLDS
B ORWO @& FE-9PE Y BedmD; HE® W
Beadmd. D o »HGOY OO0 G mOsTesy
1. "c@ICHE S vy B 0@ ¢ Bwsrdo.
Own SHBm swved yBusBe Ime? cned S50 e®
500 e DL WO, J emEEHOT widm Daewss
B3 OOy O 8RO OGP WO O D168¢ Bwo
© RO ensT GHH .

ac & 00 OO ecm @GO O» ecws 8L
Pewn. 9538wedsy 0ndE 50,000 wem O wmed
DIBDHG §eo. NBC ¢ OB@ B8EoBB dw & evrEecd
»eDes ¢m5Iceds’ HOD ecwn Bw. dodvewsy 8cONCO
OB, »OEFNPed OO, ewvog BBsY BOD), @8
e300 A »e 50,000 g0 evdE weEr ecsim 9
ecsime Bw. Im DwE Segveaes. @ wewsy N
e@ROIE B85 ®Om WO B sTedE csimDac?
@udesd Dred 1€ eo» WBTenrY BNW. IV 01D BBIETT
0. 0@ emEEed v a8 BusIm (@B v 9ded
B85 cod gcsl d eOH®O® 9rI8wn) mLNBA MEBIEed
OB, @eNI® BT DENOW 9EE OBIB). DeN®
0 88 BE dnews’ OGH WO & @BIewdn,
Comds gm0 9m® e BTV Bed5 . DM eOD
@53 YOOI B, [P BBOH] Sy S0 @rB.
o GBEE 9108 sF¥m0 oyed BIP om0, 0@ o
@D WEBN WS ICTD). ¢¢ RO DHNEOHBC YEHG
PN®  YHHIHDED Bwl o wmds. ged ESH
008030 & eMEeRETS eC® QWPBOBH R BedmrDo.
ged 80 Digedd FOBRSD Ovm B, e PO
VOwW E5Y¢w 9CRY DD g ¢w g8vdr OO
R0 HEODBS 53¢ i@ 0. I o »IFFOGH.
2838m DA, god ¢need @mdIOn abmsE DOsI,
Cn) DO» 9uenE® dowsy nOA webnw gsiesy. Have
an open mind. ©®9 V> DO WO By BHEDW
DEBT BE w-DEDWE & Bedmo.



223 2010 @208 23 224

VWO sErer, OO mewded Om3FDJew ®3wd
Bemds, @c O8O wewiowsy dwmgy O Ond »O8
NeBC B8O wdsTery Bwi. @Ednd OERwW DsisaBe
. Qo E OwxsaBed g0  Bwds  wep.
@@000BBTe¢sY ORC WHdh. Dev® NEDI® WO wOIHTW
e n8un. »YTINeEE I® @B WOBIBY Seo.

80 8B o v BOD. o BOIBTVO g Dbmnnm
Begunames G Bedmd.

It further states, | quote:

“Total tea production during the first half of 2010 increased by 26.2
per cent to 166.9 million kg compared to the corresponding period of
2009.”
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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Qrwpur@Gsevars $HS5, @)ereleumluy’ L Ciul L @)rremieudder
SlewewnT|L6iT HLOLPl6T PLAILIL) L Uiy dhensemit S5 CoussliLi(Hdgi LD
Qrwppl L sdlewer, <Ulallpssh steorm  CuUwrTed @)susurs
Qrwphu®sSs) uBEDE. @G FLTLNGSIULIGHSGW Tey
QFeveys Sl Lwrewg  sulfler  oflliys  CFumpll L Sens
BT FEHHTEH6 LD SHTHBLOTHELD
BewL_(pewmLUIL(BSsusHEsHmeusnsuiled Hwrflessiiul (Hsrersnio

OB GIOTOLTLTS QeuefliiL®SH BHSIMGI.

FL_L_LLT6ULDT 63T G LDT 63T

A calculated genocide is taking place in Sri Lanka and
this Budget clearly expresses the intention of this regime
to accelerate the agenda of genocide. Hon. Presiding
Member, the international legal definition of the crime of
genocide is found in Articles 2 and 3 of the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide of 1948.

Article 2 describes two elements of the crime of
genocide. One is the mental element meaning the intent
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial
or religious group as such.

The second is the physical element. What are the
physical elements? "Killing members of the group,
causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
group, deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of
life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part, imposing measures intended to prevent
births within the group and forcibly transferring children
of the group to another group".

Article 3 describes five punishable forms of crime.
They are genocide, conspiracy, incitement, attempt and
complicity.
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It states, | quote:

"The town held only about 10,000 people, all
of whom have fled the area since the
government forces began to pound the area
using Kfir jets and artillery from across the
bay ....... "

"Still apart from the chaos resulting from
search operations that followed the capture of
the town, the damage to civilian
establishments  including  schools  and
hospitals appear to be minimal."

It further states, | quote:

"Until the people return to Sampur, the
military victory will be ground captured,
meaningless politically even if it is of crucial
importance from a defence perspective. For
what is land if not barren, without people?"
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@G @S 5Iem yrNsIg Owme
(el @ S| HHSSS LTeaTThHS! )
(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Ge5006:8) O5IE 0@

(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi jeuider)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)
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(The Presiding Member)
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o6 BEHS evelch ®wm (881 etfDr g@impn®0)
(wreryflg Fedssv QUG - Fepss CFemeusssr HenEFT)
(The Hon. Felix Perera - Minister of Social Services )

Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

G800 5350

(BewevemSTHIGLD 2 MmiliflesTi j6uidser)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised.
Hon. Felix Perera, what is your point of Order?

@G OIGOSew

(orevsryLil@ 2_mitiflei sp(heu)

(An Hon. Member)

©® gw D1 OB eNeDBE D WOBTesI? [Did BES]

5 BEBeS esedc Bvm

(oreryflg Felsev QuUGryT)

(The Hon. Felix Perera)

oG O] OER®A, O ymoas a8
0088w sT® ewngs (B [P BBO]

Gotazn0t) @IE2S

(sewevenSTHIGL 2 ILILNGTT Sj6uTs6T)

(The Presiding Member)

el ©0; #OBY®. BHYNTeE O S0 BEnT;
@csim) ZOOsY. F mND w@dNmO g 8ERo e¢sIm. -
[Interruption.]

@6 yebd ef@drigs’ Owm

(revsrLfl@ &Creig LNCTFFHSredT)

(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

Sir, | am telling the truth. You can go and see what is
happening in the North and the East. | am from the
North and | see these things each and every day. These
people do not know anything. They can say anything but

this is the fact, Sir. - [Interruption.] This is in the

Budget. Sir, Rs. 215 billion has been allocated for
defence expenditure to do these things in the North and
the East. You must understand that. Nobody is talking
about the defence allocation.

@G @S 5Iem yrNsIg Owme

(el @ S| HHSSS LTeaTThHS! )

(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)
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(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Point of Order owm=. 88 esebc
GOB®O 08 Om e¢imy. OO HOBRDed Fowmw
©B8e? [ BE®] OO BOD. BEWFE evedc §OBR®O
08 O e¢xIm.

@G OIGOSew

(orevsryLil@ 2_mitiflei sp(heu)

(An Hon. Member)

08w O ecstm. #1@8n@ed Point of Order &=.

@0 iy og®osicst Owm
(wrevsrfl@ &Creg LNCTFFbSredT)
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

I want to tell you - [Interruption.]

Goe5006:8) O5IE 0@
(pewevemsTHRIGL 2 Mmiliilesi j6uideir)
(The Presiding Member)
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(orevsryLil @ &Creig LNCTOFFHS T6dT)

(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)
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Gousmr(Hd.

Goesndie) OIEn®s

(semevenHTHRIGL 2 DIiNeTi SjouiTdsr)

(The Presiding Member)

RIed Pumw BOWC? PBHWO @sim. gm 39.
WO O O8: O ecs¥m aem gm 390. Order,
please! Let him raise his point of Order.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(BewevemSTHRIGLD 2 MmiriflesTi Sj6uidser)

(The Presiding Member)
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®G; BB esedc ®wmn
(oreryflg Fedssv QUGTyT)
(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(The Presiding Member)
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@0 yeld eg@dsigst Bwm
(orevsryLll@ &Creg LNCTFF b T6dT)
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

What you are doing is, cultural genocide. That is
what I am saying. You must understand that.
Gair! [BITedT 1B&soT(H)LD QFmsvalesTGmetr BT BIG 6T

QU5 THEhECHT CueaTss CaTullevsEns:Gam TSI TesTauT 6T
DIV CTHTMI. QYTTE), GLITSS oHSHsT @) hHEGHD @)Lmiseflsd
Sjmal Geuswr(hin.  GueTss

2 (HUT&HSLILIL &HHET UL
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18 wrgmiserrdluyn ki@

Gos06t) B5IE @

(semovenSTHRIGL 2 DIINesTi SjouTser)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Felix Perera, the Hon. Member says he is not
opposing the building of Buddhist Temples where
Buddhists live.

@0 iy og®dsigst wm
(oreryfl@ &Creg LNGrwe B rsr)
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

Curedlewr (hdEGasm ORI EEE G ETEE S Cuersg
Carullsvassit Coemauirs @) BHST6Y JeUTHEHEDL I (P TLOS6N 6D
STITOTONS  eunMlewestd &L L6OTD.  HYSME  BITBISHET

sTHITILVeY.  Yermed, Gurg @)L Biseflsy wHMID GuTHS
srenflsafled  euisst @)semerd  ClFiiougismesr
el wwr@gd. SIwTSSrvde, @ereeurfliiaiemw 9
UfTERTLTSSSTHT  BlFFWDTS g UTTSSOUBL.  G)eneu
Wl BTy UL WrsTaTdhdled sTeug SPL LNrGsFhisefsy
FTSTTENT SIF Vleues Fmliy allprdsst o UL 6IE
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(pewevemGTHRIGL 2 Mmiliiesi Oj6uider)
(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)
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I1G-EBHLILIL1g (S STDTT 6T, 2 _WGHEHBLILIL LG (HEHSBISTDTT 6.
Qserrey auraGgey BTewNLGETT euisGer! G)gisTer kIG
oL CUDIFISTDG. THHEG QLG TEDG 2 DSLILGI ST&TD
plugl Geverwsd Crpm wsrgleand ggraig 219b sagl G
pL b wabSesTmg. Sir, it was the Hindu festival, nothing else.
@)sewesr  preT  CFTeTaTTe)  @uTHEREG — @)QTUTHLTHS
CareTmHiTDSGI, @)FHEWEIT BT L 1g5BTL I eTT6) (3)6UTdhEhd:S
@g Ueoypwrss Carermidlesrng. permed, @)rremieusdlei
@) iLig wirest QFrwmHLTBHeTsL FEHLIL_ LY (HSISTD T T 6T
6T6ITLIGEM 6T [BITedT HweyClFiig) QFmeve0ls 6l Teiar
allmibyslar@meir. @eubewp presr genocide cultural  ereitmy
QeFTevemDey 6TUILIGF ClFTebeug? @i @arhens I ldhslem,
SUTHTST HVTEFTTSMS IflbHleTn  Blewevswiosensr Coumi
eTliLg & GPILLNHeugy?

@)@ FOIUMGSIUL I HSGW ure) GlFveyd L rerd,
GuGev usvewer  silflesr  oflliy
BL_6)1q &6DEHHEMETH CsrLihgi (peTRSTRLILSMH S TET
LUl L orer  @)etours  aurey OFeveys Sl ID  eTHTLIMSS
FTSTTENT LUTLFTenev wrenteusstTG@w LfhgIGlsrerer wpiqujib.
WSS Wlyeuent_hee L 6T sTeEeVT(HSH G BleuTTenTid SlewL_ds@ LD

6TedTL) LTG0 & ELD, FLOLIOTID 2 WI(HLD 6T60T e 2aridliifaEpLD,

ulquiedl_iu (perer

YT  eumiliysser 9 SHMEG6wear  (pHeSL L TerigEmnLD,
susnflEd allHhdlwenL_ujCeT euenflsia:EpLD 6T TLITTSS)(hbSHeT .
LHmILd wevflg
wesflgriLilmesTwpeirer

2_fewiogeir UTGI&M& LR et
STHITLITT &) (5 b S 60T

PGS ILL L Hg efQs6r erd &L 19d Sriiuh6lwesr
BTETE (B FID EANETC)
aTFTUTTSSTT.  FLogl 15160 T 63T 151 35 61T
HlevL_& @ 6\er D& 6T B0 (&
QUITLDEUT ST &G5> 68T 2_gallger auLpkIgs 1L (R Gl esr
STHITUTTSBevTiT. @) rramieud6lFsvey CLJuE AN
er@giquilmiiy, sevel, &asTHTrD, Wersl Hrer 6lFa|sEnd s
R515EDHT Y sMESIUGCITO D THTUTTSSETT. Y eTTeD,
@)supmlev 61516y GLo U6y QFsveySF)L L GHls»
2 _eiremL_daliuL_ailsvens. ST FTBIGLD [ 25) wWss
aflGuLallsvemev. urgisriysg 201090
perBLer Uil@nCurg 20119y yam@sasTs 13 LNsvedlwier
CrHLIMIL | BBLOTS R$ISSLLIL_(DETETS). UTgISriL s g
PHIGHLIUL(eTer  Qrgss  Cerenswrerg,  QuUITGHETTSTT
alhsbsl wwExsEH @aHISSsLLL(HsTer  CBTensemwail
BT WL BIGSG0 HYBEWTSTSTGD. UTHISTULSEG HS% B3]
REIHHLILL_(HTOTEHIOEHSHTET  STTEWID,  SLlbg  BTEVBISHE6V
UTEISTLOL 2 LSTenThIGsT OGaTetousrails) oMUl L. &HL_sner
SYwLLILg) &pluGdstng.  Ga  @HPlgud
SUPTOTSTGLD. OCeusflBT (Hd HLsiTHemer HewL @G  Liewil

QeueflBm(hs EmLd

suswruileoresr UL, D& &6

OELEFEANBIEES
STHITUTT SGevTii.

wioen s uiled) Hbg

6TEITMI

BlFlwenwsAsen_wHTGw. Qeubleurm ewwds CFTLTuTeT

FHL_6MeuT LD AT (QEAVEEI QUCUTMILIyD
BlFlwepwFAgImLWwSTGn. @)F UTSHISTUL S eDLOFdrds @ LD
QuIrmHbgILD. UTGISTLILS S 9|F)% Bl

RSIGSLLIL(HeToTenndHTar (DD &I 68TLD UTgISTLIL
emwis UlallpsE ueflseaflsd FHUBSISTMSGI 6TETLSTELD.
SliuqwrerTed, QurmerTsTy iaill(hdbsl ewFSHD eTenesTu
B msHsiTmesr  stearm  Caseira
TWHBTDGI. eTeTG6o, LUTHISTLL HeDFHSEG @HlHsIu’ L 215
LleveSlwesrrerrg LU SEhdbGL  Gurelledm@d  wHmib
6TEDET UL uTgIsTiiL Qg mirumest 5] M) 621 63T 1B 5 (61 &5 (J LD
@s1ss0uL_QsTenGs sallr, 9Ulall(hs5)sE 9)6Ve0 sTaTLINS BT6IT
@BIG g PlsCaTarar afl(HLySTCmeiT. UTHISTLLSE SLbd
penrgewer el 13 Nevedlwesr epuTl YSHWTS  HGISH W
TFTHRIGLD, SValEGD 2 Wi valdb@gh wewpGuw 2.7 whmin 1
Llevedlwesr  cpuTemwCuw Y FlEHOTs  REHISHHU|6TETSI.  [B)SIST6dT

Y WFHEHEHLD  TSDNHTSH

OTFTHRISD @)BBHTL 14607 Sevallepwils LUTEISTEHGD (@)eVL_Fewriom?
steormid Bresr Gl alloyslesrCmeir. e sarflwiisst FibLier
2 wire) GaslLmred, Briiger QielBsSSlohsrs Sjeuismer Fbuer
Gouevor (h 6 Lo6sT
2 LuBsAssiLBHaTmg. 30 uBLBISZMTTS euidHer FibLer
Swrsd Qg @erm  AwralGeGuw
GHOMEUTET  FLOLISTLD Blemevem i
DL hgleTereny CUISTST? SHevall, 2 wi HvalldE L BV,
LMHmILDd

RS$15SLILIL_(HeiTer

2_wireienerd Fwrsid G&Fuiw
2_wireienerd
QumILeUTEHeT  6TeTERILD
Qs riflevmIL_ LD

| DDFSHEHSEHD S
GuTgITeaTsHssL.

grmigd  Gumeirp s
Fudsin

psHHw
9676 LD

BT® @B Sours @)BHSID, SHLgewTeyls GUT(HL H6iTdm L
@maE@ws CFinuliu@ElsTner. @mbaiIb SLHEDTY, Brs
QUSTCLPEVBIGST  ewiodad@ 4.4 Ulevedwer  epUMiIST6T
PSS (H6Terg). UTOWT @)DeGLSlEsTS 6UmHBOSTMmSL
uewtd GFevall_Liu@Gib Bleweoullsd, STBeML eueTiliL HMILD
Arrflw gLl msdh SwwdadsE 2.2 évedwer epurGu
PBIHBLILL 1 (HESSTDS). @)eweuGlwsvevrid 2 arprl(H
2 _pugglsener YA SN | Cgriiiled 9 Ardens
ST LUl Qstergl  stearumsCBuw ST _QESTmGI.  @)susurmmesr
Blewevullet @m&GLolsemard Gewpriug eteueurmy? @)hs curey
QFveysgl L gslavid  wsssdermev 30  eu@pL  STLTSHL
UTHeSELUL L euL &G, Slpsdler gifls erasl Hwrersdn6lser
allGFL  gewwda eTgIOD 2 (HauTsHSLILL ailsVenev. aileusFTuiid,
eiriily, sTevBedL. CGUITETD HIOMEHET QUL db@, &HlPpHdled s
(PSSWIDTET SHIMMEBETTGLD. WSHSLD (PlyeuenL_bgI Ke0TL BIeVLD
Qaermiaill L Ui euL_d@, Hlipdadlsy @)beLpeiTmI GIenmEnHLd
apenl  Blewes@GHs  SlBHOL SIS ThS  BL6UIGHSE LD
TDEsalleenev. QL &EG, SlPhdld  F)bepsiTy  HIHMSEEHLD
QaflliuedLwrgeusny 2 ewreylt  GUTHL ST,  HLgpamTeyLli
QumrmLser, wured wwr GureTpeuPpmlet @M@ LSBemeariyLd
GWDES  (PIQWITG|  6TOTLSNETU(LD [BTLD  HeUTSHS MG TeTemr
Goueat(hLb.

BT IgeT Bleweowirer GUTHeTTSTT eueTTdFHldhE Sl 19w
w38h  Yyeufwwrersr@gd. o st B WP SH CursTg)
6TEOTERILD BlemevuileD, GeueflBr_® [ELCEDY
uF W TaTEaIUITEGD.  HeTTe), 'FAMVBIGET  6TWTTeMeVeiTo'
wHmID  'Cags BTV  ETEHTLRT Y Tdred L enWTHSILL L 9L
QeueflpT_(h (pBeSLLrarisensm FFWewL_WEF ClFiIgeTeng).
@ueurmresr  BlFFwwmm  Blewevuiley  sTeueurm  GeusflBrL®
pHSHH6T 2 sreumid? Amsriyt, wCAwT, QT Gerflwr
Gursitm pr@Rsefer aflenreursst eusniddds @ 2 mislwiret ordluwied
SHMVEMLD L (HLO6V6Y, 2aTpVHM FL L dledT QL Fujib pdhdlwors
@) (BHHBeWLD QeusflBm_(H
2 UTEFL Lwellseneard seuiaugsn@ 'sACarT Blenewnisaners
FLLFwurss Spliugne BLsuigsamss sThEsULL(Herergl. BHr®
@& T sarors wrpiGurdlermgl. sHCUTEI, LT 2 aTug)
2 _rdgHlemwesr

MIGHS  (PIGUWTS 2 _EHTEDLOWITGLD.

LIWIBIGS T e TSLD 6T6TM)LD

Capri L Bis%Ensd



251 2010 @208 23 252

2 LGuirdliiug) 6T6T M) LD

Blewevswoewwl BT WL S (HSHTEDTLD.
Qarewev@udl, 'sferen’, 'Gsl', wrHAsHHUT®H, STI  WHMID
FAmiferemnerseflssr
QeueflBTHaefed BbGISTST MG GFiiwlibSeTmer. srer,
@oupenDu|Lbdm L QFTeLeVS
SWHIGS T TH6T? BHIG6T LbisTeurs wrenwulledlphg GeuaflGu

LIWBISS TeumTs LD

Gueliu@plerm
MHUL_ 5SS
aflswemwm_(H\ G mL_seir

wireyGo

LIWIBIS T eI TS LD 6T6ITM)

QT (PIgITLe) Ballliig) 6Td @ Lseyd Cgefleurss ClsfHlsTng).

wsFw  HsHey  Ceuswevsumiiiyls  GupmiF  GlFsveib
@)evBIensw it usGaumy aflgwres SISTLMISHS60H 6T
THTCETeTHlTTDTT. Heuiser CUmISleIm WTSTHS FrreflsF
Fouerd 10 uilrsdnew 15 uilrssn@gn e tu’ L Amy
Gsrensmwrg. 10 uilrh cpumis Fbuerd QUDET qw Ceausnsw
QUTIUILIL| &5 6M 6T o L

O|UFT TV g LIenL_uflev

2 _HeurdhGaugsn@ steuails uwmAub a@HSLULallvens. 6T

BTL@L0  Quewssr wgHSw  Spsdley  Geumin 10 guilyid
CHUTOYEHBETS  SWEHEGL  UPSswHN  sah  SOHMWWTET
Couswevsemenrsd GFleusn@ BTuubSssiiul B AsSlrausns

QFpLW L@ SISTHSTT. LT 2 edTUgl LILBIGTeITSLD  6TeTmILD
Carl L Bisens@ o 7 2 uGWralliLgl LIWBISGTeUTSID 6T6TMID
6Tgl BT (H
Quesstgenst WSS W  HYdh@ BTHSEHSEG SLILUNS  6T6dT
LIWBIGTUTSHLD 6T6ITM)] dn MIGUB VM6V,

FICouri  FTBIGODHES CeumesEhdE TS

200910 gyeur®) G WIS WSSD (PigeuswL_bhHeir LilssTerm
20100 a1 Gasrewr@aurtiul’ L aurey GFeveys S L G5l
WEHSD BL b HTVSBlD UTHISTLL DFHSCHOT &H1oHH W

Qasremsemweal  gFlastigqurer  BlFwurs 202 lsvedlwesr

RSIGSLILLL ). ST aueiTesf uflsd B BHS CLpSTMI
@l ssHn@n Cuhul L wEssT YaHFseTTd  (WHTIDHE D
BBl (HBS6LIT S S|6uieflsir er@ 1y CuppsHnsTs

RSIGHIULL G Ceumib eypeirmy LilbeSlwiedt emUml L (B T6dT.
wssw ubhs 18 wrshisst SLbs Getwpw  Blesoulls,
2011 y10 2 T (D5 T F Fwitiféasiu’ Gerer aUrey
QFveys L glev urgsTiysF CFveydssras 13 LNevedlwesr
epuris  Guedlswrs, I sTeug 215.2  Mevedlwedr  emuimiis
UTHISTLL DWEFHRSE RSISED QFnuliul (heTarg). opesrmev,
9835 eaurey OlFeveys Sl L GFV L TTeUTIDEOESTS  CLPsITMI
Lilsved) wissr RSIGSOILL L 9Cs FLOWILD @)siTmi
LNevedlwiedr wrESlrGw
RSIGHIUL DTS,  @)bS  WSSSIOTTV BT DM 60T T6vT
UHLBIGTTSS STID 2 wPsSald5 Cpipw afQser, CFTHSEIdbH6T
WITSMSUD  @YBSH BITSSSWTS  (B)(HEHSTD  10d % EHd S,
@b I TFThISD STL_H SflFmer @)sususreysrer! @)euTsHarsrid
"Brid Cr @)evrid; G sruiletr LleTemenger” stedr erOTHMIS HewG
QFTLe01S 6B TaT (B @) HdHHOTD T SH6iT.

16T @1 QDS GIdHHTS 1.7

wreul L g

&FQF Mg 6155 & Tevr L) PSIHEL_196)I1D
WSSSBSTTL LTHSSILL DT 6UL_d@, P& LDTSHTENThIGSET
\Peit @b

Ymdsaewilds g i (HsiTeamest. (OF T8 LD T T 6T

wreul L BIsEhsEG ISs  BlF  pgissiul_(pererg.  CumHmi
Fsurifssiu’ L sure)  OFeys S GF  wreul L
&5CFMaEnd G 23155 LILL_(DsiTer Bl Blewsvsm LoD WIL]

uri&SleTnGurg) s sueridfwenL_Hg QBTpbL) wreul L SHnHE
605 el suapT wreul L SaHE@E 596 WeveSweyid
RSIHSLILIL_(HeTeTenT.

§r0m0:e) O3B0

(BewevemSTHRIGLD 2 MmiriflesTi Sj6uidser)

(The Presiding Member)

Qaxeryeu o miifleri SeuisGer, @UIEOUITWS 2 MBIk EHeHL L
Gudens plewmey GlFiiwGsuaisrigw Chrib subgiaill Lg).

@6 ebd egf®drigs’ Owm

(orevsryLfl@ &Creig LNCTFFHEredT)

(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

I will conclude. Please give me five more minutes,
Sir.
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Whereupon THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER left the Chair,
and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
MURUGESU CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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"Let everybody live happily and achieve peace | know
not any other way".

This philosophy undernotes the Action Plan of His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa. So, everything
is pointing towards a revived economy - a great
renaissance - which spells a bright future for our country.

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, in presenting the
Budget 2011 in this hallowed House to this august
Assembly yesterday, His Excellency President Mahinda
Rajapaksa evoked nostalgic memories amidst an
emotions-packed aura, which pervaded this House.

His Excellency the President’s Address reminded one
of the days of his father - one of the founder members of
the SLFP, former Deputy Speaker of Parliament and then
a Minister, the Hon. D.A. Rajapaksa, who adorned the
sacred sanctums of Parliament. And, prior to that, of his
paternal uncle, the Hon. D.M. Rajapaksa, who was the
State Councillor for Hambantota.

Now, we see the second and the third generation with
His Excellency at the helm of this blessed Isle, when the
30-year menace of terrorism was totally defeated in May,
2009. We see over here his elder brother, the Hon.
Chamal Rajapaksa in the hot seat of the Hon. Speaker.
You see his younger brother, Lieutenant Colonel Dr.
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa as the Defence Secretary, directly
prosecuting the war on terrorism, emerging like a
phoenix from the ashes, a stupendous success. We see
another brother, the Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa
leading from the front in the massive Economic

Development Programme ahead. Gus g, sarrglug) gjsuias,
‘At 2 swHms' FrHsgalllLri. SHOUTWSI, Heur
'aul_& 6T IRESIGES]

D& 5 (1HLD -

UFHSEMS — (PTOTHSHIF — CFeTm)
B TTHIS ETHLD - BTL(H
waipifusn_Aer@mmin. We also see the third generation in
the young Member of Parliament here in this House, the
Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, catching up so splendidly in the
footsteps of his illustrious ancestors. What a unique and
united family group committed to serve the people of this
nation!
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9o ©xIm0 ozxn.lt is indeed a record and a rare
coincidence to see such a united effort in a group of family
members committed towards uplifting this once beleaguered
nation from the throes of terrorism to one geared to be the
"Wonder of Asia".

His Excellency the President’s ascendancy to this lofty
post began from the distant paddies of Mademulana, deep
down South in Ruhuna, where his ancestors literally lived
in the paddy-rich fields. It is a significant family with all
its members living in unity and conformity of purpose.
sgC® T HO Beadnmdr »HO, 8ewdccnDw Beamd 5H®
& vheE @57 ® ecunl WO yIOH. & PR 9O weTH
OBBT®O Bedmrds mO, wend¢dnde DELmW DmDI »HO,
OOBCDW Beadmdr 5H® & uic »O8 85 mdy syc. o®
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His Excellency the President has earned the goodwill
and support of the entire international Muslim
community. | should mention here Iran, Saudi Arabia
Kuwait, Pakistan, UAE, Qatar, Oman, Jordan, Turkey
and even Iraqg - you name it and those countries are with
us. When international imperialism was trying to devour
this nation at a very crucial stage, when annihilation of
this nation stared in your face, His Excellency President
Mahinda Rajapaksa stepped in and saved the nation, me
and you, Mr. Swaminathan. | was with His Excellency
the President during his last UN visit to meet the
Secretary-General of the UN. We had direct talks and
what did Ban Ki-moon say? Showering praise on His
Excellency the President, he said that His Excellency was
mature enough to take over the leadership of Asia. Who
said that in our presence? It was Ban Ki-moon, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. This should
ring in the ears of the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and
others who are leading their people astray.

Today, Muslims in the North and the East are
beneficiaries of the lands, cattle and paddy fields of which
they had been robbed. Muslims who were summarily
evicted from their homes by the terrorists are now moving
back to their legitimate abodes after three decades. Do
you remember the Muslims who were murdered by
terrorists in Kattankudy Mosque, in Eravur, in
Alinchipathana and in Palliyagodella? As a result, |
must say that over 70 per cent of the Muslims are now in
support of His Excellency’s development plan clearly
spelt out in "Mahinda Chintana™.

His Excellency intervened to ensure that a greater
number of Muslims were able to perform the Haj this
year. At times, he has spoken even to His Majesty the
King of Saudi Arabia and that is how the goodwill has
been built up among those countries and ours. After 30
years we saw the resettlement of Muslims in Mannar and

we now hear the Azan - Call for Prayer - from the
Mosques of Jaffna. Sir, you know that from Kilinochchi
and from other places, for 30 years there has been no Call
for Azan. Who created this peaceful and religious
atmosphere? Is it not the President of this country?
Touch your conscience, hearts and see; you will feel it.
This Azan is being now announced over the Tannoy in
the Mosques in Jaffna and other places in the North.

That is why the Muslim world has taken serious note
of the leadership of Mahinda Rajapaksa. He has proved
to the world that he is a man of not only words, but a man
of deed. He would take everyone together. He has
always said, “This is not the nation or the country of
Sinhalese; this is the country of the Sinhalese, the Tamils,
the Muslims, the Malays, the Burgers, the up-country
Tamils and all the others”. That is the philosophy and the
clear vision of the President of this country.

Bewdss 200 ewisBn®o
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Azwer, you have five more
minutes.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Yes, Sir. | will wind up within five minutes.

Thirty seven bridges were constructed in the East. It
was led by the Minister of Economic Development, Hon.

Basil Rajapaksa. It is the "Revival of the East" - "#psalsir

o swin". Sir, remember this. When the war was being
waged, 37 bridges were built from Pulmoddai to Pottuvil.
What can we not do now? What can Mahinda Rajapaksa,
Basil Rohana Rajapaksa, Namal Rajapaksa and
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa not do now? - [Interruption.] m»c=o
2nemIcE O5Indws InBred 28w Jay of ©® g
BosTesy oy Im B3¢ 20 O e0vm 9u¥B). Vevsy &m
g OBIB 0.

What a significant feat! Now, the East is flourishing.
The splendid road network is expanding day by day.
Tourism is booming with the influx of foreigners
thronging this Isle on vacation. Blue-chip investors are
involved in stiff competition to make their mark over
here and contribute towards the ongoing development.

Sir, 1 urge the Hon. Leader of the Opposition and the
coterie of Members on his side, small section though they
are, who are envious of all these positive developments,
to put aside their jealousy and ill-will and join hands with
His Excellency’s programme for the progress and growth
of this nation.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, you have one more minute.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Okay, Sir.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Azwer, please wind up now.
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Harin
Fernando. Before that, will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?
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FeLpS QRHEMLILITL (h) H|eHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara - Minister of National
Languages and Social Integration)

| propose that the Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer do now
take the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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that he is 'Colonel' Vinayagam the sea tiger commander have been
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According to the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (Fao), food security in a par-
ticular society exists “when all people, at
all times, have access to sufficient, safe
and nutritious food to meet their dietary
needs and food preferences for an active
and healthy life”.

access to food by different social catego-
ries, and this too needs to be reckoned
with. Malnourishment is closely linked
to poor sanitation and other unhealthy
practices, so that the provision of clean
drinking water, sanitation and access
to other basic amenities as well as

knowledge about correct or

Table 1: State Hunger Index, 2007 y ¥ .
o Previence  Froparinal UnderFe fmger Tnger~ Gesirable eating habits, are
of Calorle Underweight  Mortality Index  Index all necessary.
Undernourishment  Children Rate (%) Score  Rank . . 2
) <SYears (%) To begin with, national

Punjab 1.1 246 52 1363 1 food security requires in-
Kerala 286 227 i6 1763 2 creasing the domestic pro-
Andhra Pradesh 19.6 327 6.3 1953 3 duction of food, so that the
Assam 146 36.4 85 1983 4 country is not dependent
Har)tana 151 397 52 2000 5 upon imports. This is not
Tamil Nadu 201 30.0 35 087 6 simply & wiatter of prefernsd
Rajasthan 140 40.4 85 2097 7 : T

practice, but a policy impera-
West Bengal 185 38.5 59 097 7 e Ak A
UttarPradesh 145 B3 9 oA g Dosmsiiashngeacane.
Maharashtra 270 367 47 2280 10 8¢ lmplzcat1or}s. India is a
Kamatzka 281 76 s5s 2373 1 large country in most world
Orissa 214 409 91 2380 12 food markets, in that its en-
Gujarat 233 447 6.1 2470 13 try especially as an importer
Chhattisgarh 233 47.6 9.0 2663 14 can dramatically affect glo-
Bihar 17.3 56.1 85 2730 15 bal trade prices. (For exam-
Jharkhand 19.6 57, 93 2867 16 ple, India’s current produc-
MadhyaPradesh 234 50.8 94 3087 17 tion 6f tice 15 mre thap six
nda 20 325 242330 times the total amount of
China 71 : ;

rice traded in world mar-
Vietnam 126 K E i o oA
SriLanka o ets.) \:re.n t annc:[?anon
Nepal 206 of more imports by India can
Pakistan 107 cause world trade prices to
Bangladesh 252 rise. When this effect is com-
Zimbabwe 238 bined with that of the specu-
The calorie

therels sever A
Source: India State Hunger Index, IFPRI (2008).

It is evident that genuine food security
among a population requires a wide range
of features, all or many of which are asso-
ciated with the need for some public inter-
vention. Ensuring adequate supplies of
food requires increases in agricultural
productivity, possibly changes in cropping
patterns and certainly the sustained via-
bility of cultivation, all of which would be
necessary at both local and national levels.
Making sure that food can be accessed by
all the people requires that they have the
purchasing power to buy the necessary
food, which, in turn, means that employ-
ment, remuneration and livelihood issues
are important. Social discrimination and
exclusion still play, unfortunately, large
roles in determining both livelihood and

34

Indicator is based on a very low cut-off of 1,632 keals
per person per day, to allow comparisan with the Global Hunger Index. By contrast,
the FAD assumes 1,800 keal per person per day to be the minimum below which

lative forces described earlier,
the result can be extremely
adverse. In any case, the
extreme volatility of global
food prices noted earlier makes it difficult
and undesirable to base a national food
security policy on even partial import de-
pendence. Also, it is well known that
food can be used as a strategic weapon in
geopolitical terms. Therefore, the first
priority of a national food policy must be
to increase domestic food production
through improved agricultural produc-
tivity. This requires making cultivation
financially viable as well as more pro-
ductive, through a range of measures
such as those described earlier. A policy
of providing minimum support prices
that reach all farmers is an essential
part of this, and should-be part of a
voluntary rather than forced system of
public procurement.

Any programme of national food secu-
rity must be combined with a concentrat-
ed focus on improving foodgrain produc-
tion in the country, so that we are not de-
pendent upon imports in a volatile global
market. This requires much more atten-
tion to the requirements of farmers, and
speedy implementation of the many re-
forms that have already been suggested by
the Farmers’ Commission to improve the
productivity and financial viability of
farming, particularly of food crops.

To make this successful, it is also neces-
sary to avoid instability in domestic prices
of foodgrain and curb speculative tenden-
cies. This does not simply mean cracking
down on hoarders, which is part of the
official publicity around any period of
price rise. It also requires preventing spec-
ulative activity in futures markets, which
means that there must be a ban on futures
markets in all essential commodities. This
is especially important in the context of
the recent price volatility in world food
markets, which generated a global food
crisis in 2007-08, and which threatens the
world once again.

Itis also clear that the global food crisis
is not something that can be treated as
discrete and separate from the global
financial crisis. On the contrary it has
been intimately connected with it, partic-
ularly through the impact of financial
speculation on world trade prices of food.

Real Economy Factors

This is not to deny the undoubted role of
other real economy factors in affecting the
global food situation. While demand-sup-
ply imbalances have been touted as rea-
sons, this is largely unjustified given that
there has been hardly any change in the
world demand for food in the past three
years. In particular, the claim that
foodgrain prices have soared because of
more demand from China and India as
their 6o increases, is completely invalid,
since both aggregate and per capita con-
sumption of grain have actually fallen in
both countries. Supply factors have been
- and are likely to continue to be - more
significant. These include the short-run
effects of diversion of both acreage and
food crop output for biofuel production, as
well as more medium-term factors such as
rising costs of inputs, falling productivity
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because of soil depletion, inadequate pub-
lic investment in agricultural research
and extension, and the impact of climate
change that has affected harvests in dif-
ferent ways.

Two policy factors affecting global food
supply require special note. The first is the
biofuel factor: the impact of both oil prices
and government policies in the United
States (us), Europe, Brazil and elsewhere
that have promoted biofuels as an alterna-
tive to petroleum. This has led to significant
shifts in acreage to the cultivation of crops
that can produce biofuels, and diversion of
such output to fuel production. For example,
in 2007 the us diverted more than 30% of
its maize production, Brazil used half of
its sugar cane production and the Europe-
an Union (Eu) used the greater part of its
vegetable oil seeds production as well as
imported vegetable oils to make biofuel. In
addition to diverting corn output into non-
food use, this has also reduced acreage for
other crops and has naturally reduced the
land available for producing food.

Neglect of Agriculture

The second factor is the policy neglect of
agriculture over the past two decades, the
impact of which is finally being felt. The
prolonged agrarian crisis in many parts of
the developing world has been largely a
policy-determined crisis. Inappropriate
policies have several aspects, but they all
result from the basic neoliberal open market-
oriented framework that has governed
economic policymaking in most countries
over the past two decades. One major ele-
ment has been the lack of public invest-
ment in agriculture and in agricultural re-
search, This has been associated with low
to poor yield increases, especially in tropi-
cal agriculture, and falling productivity of
land. Greater trade openness and market
orientation of farmers have led to shifts in
acreage from traditional food crops that
were typically better suited to the ecologi-
cal conditions and the knowledge and re-
sources of farmers, to cash crops that have
increasingly relied on purchased inputs.
But at the same time, both public provi-
sion of different inputs for cultivation and
government regulation of private input
provision have been progressively re-
duced, leaving farmers to the mercy of
large seed and fertiliser companies and

input dealers. As a result, prices for seeds,
fertilisers and pesticides have increased
quite sharply. There have also been
attempts in most developing countries to
reduce subsidies to farmers in the form of
lower power and water prices, thus adding
to cultivation costs. Costs of cultivation
have been further increased in most de-
veloping countries by the growing diffi-
culties that farmers have in accessing in-
stitutional credit, because financial liber-
alisation has moved away from policies of
directed credit and provided other more
profitable (if less productive) opportuni-
ties for financial investment. So many
farmers are forced to opt for much more
expensive informal credit networks that
have added to their costs..

In addition, there is the impact of recent
climate change, which has caused poor
harvests in different ways ranging from
droughts in Canada and Australia to ex-
cessive rain in parts of the us. Scientists
are projecting that warmer and earlier
growing seasons will increase crop sus-
ceptibility to pests and viruses, which are
expected to proliferate as a direct result of
rising temperatures. Some more arid re-
gions are already more drought-prone and
in danger of desertification. The rapid
melting of glaciers in Asia is of huge con-
sequence to China and India, where im-
portant rivers such as the Yangtze, Yellow
and Ganges are fed by such glaciers. This
will deprive the hinterland of much-needed
irrigation water for wheat and rice crops
during dry seasons. This is of global sig-
nificance since China and India together
produce more than half of the world’s

Chart 1:Number of Undi

ished People (milions)

Latin America and
Caribbean

Harth Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa ~-2004-06

B -«€——1990-92
West Asia
CIS Asia

1
South-east Asia ﬁ:

East Asia

South Asla

Developing
Countries

wheat and rice. Once again, official policy
has been tardy in considering such prob-
lems, much less in addressing them.

The lack of attention to relevant agri-
cultural research and extension by public
bodies has denied farmers access to neces-
sary knowledge. It has also been associated
with other problems such as the excessive
use of groundwater in cultivation, in-
adequate attention to preserving or regen-
erating land and soil quality, and the over-
use of chemical inputs that have long-run
implications for both safety and produc-
tivity. Similarly, the ecological implica-
tions of both pollution and climate
change, including desertification and loss
of cultivable land, are issues that have
been highlighted by analysts but largely
ignored by policymakers in most coun-
tries. Reversing these processes is possi-
ble, and of course essential. But it will
take time, and will also require not only
substantial public investment but also ma-
jor changes in the orientation and under-
standing of policymakers.

All this means that the number of hun-
gry people actually increased for the
world as a whole, and particularly for cer-
tain developing regions. Far from halving
or even decreasing, the number of mal-
nourished people globally increased by
more than so million between the early
1990s and mid-2000s (Chart 1).

This was entirely because of increasing
hunger in the developing world, as the
numbers declined in developed countries.
East and south-east Asia also showed
good performance in terms of falling
numbers of malnourished people, but

Developed Countries

World

-+—

T
1] 200 4
Source: Report on State of Food Insecurity in the World 2009, FAD.
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The next speaker is the Hon. D.M. Swaminathan. You
have 20 minutes.
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, His Excellency the President
presented the Budget for 2011 yesterday and today we
heard many speakers on this subject and many points of
view were expressed. This Debate on the Budget in a
continuing form and different opinions have been given
and ultimately the Government in power is responsible
for the enforcement of the principles of the Budget.

Firstly, 1 wish to bring to the notice of the Deputy
Speaker that there is an Act called the Fiscal
Management (Responsibility) Act. This Act is to ensure
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that the finance strategy of the Government is based on
the principles of responsible fiscal management to
facilitate public scrutiny of fiscal policy and performance
and to provide for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.

Section 3 of the Act outlines the fiscal strategy of the
Government. Paragraph A refers to the reduction of
Government debt to prudent levels by ensuring that the
Budget Deficit at the end of 2006 shall not exceed 5 per
cent of the estimated GDP and to ensure that such levels
be maintained thereafter. For the year 2009, the Budget
Deficit was 9.9 per cent and for the year 2010, it was 8
per cent and for 2011, it is about 6.8 per cent.

Section 3(f) states that ensuring at the end of the
financial year commencing on 1st of January, 2006 the
total liabilities of the Government (including the external
debt and the current exchange rates) do not exceed 85 per
cent of the GDP, the estimated gross for the financial year
and at the end of the financial year; commencing on 1st of
January, 2013, the total liabilities of the Government do
not exceed 60 per cent of the estimated GDP for the
financial year. Presently, it is 70 per cent exceeding the
estimated GDP.

The total decrease of the GDP should be less than 60
per cent in the year 2013. The Fiscal Management Report
published under this Act on the 29th of June 2010, has
reported that the total debt will be 70 per cent of the GDP
in the year 2013. The Government has to explain why
they are in breach of the said conditions that were laid
down by this Act. The citizens of the country, if they are
in breach of any provisions of the law, are liable to be
indicted. 1 am not trying to say that the Government
should be liable for it. But, there should be a plausible
reply given by the Hon. Minister of Finance and Planning
to this House why certain conditions that were laid down
by this Act have not been fulfilled, and it is the
responsibility of the citizens of this country to know about
it.

For the year 2011, the budget allocation for the
Ministry of Defence is about Rs. 215 billion. In the year
2010, the Ministry of Defence Budget was Rs. 202
billion. Even after the war is over, there is no reason for
the Defence Budget to be increased by Rs. 13 billion for
this year.

His Excellency the President had ensured the citizens
of this country that he will give a salary increase of a
minimum of Rs. 2,500 per month to Public servants.
Taking into consideration the increase of the Defence
Budget of about Rs. 13 billion, a salary increase of an
additional Rs. 1,000 could be given to the Public servants
and it will cost the Government about Rs. 1.2 billion per
month. Presently, the Government has provided a special
allowance equivalent to 5 per cent of the basic salary
from January 2011. The current cost of living allowance

of Rs. 5,250 per month will be increased to Rs. 5,850 per
month, which is Rs. 600. So, taking all these into
consideration, an ordinary Public servant who is drawing
about Rs. 10,000 to 12,000 will get an increase of about
Rs. 1,200. But, if this Defence Budget had been reduced,
I am sure, as assured by His Excellency the President to
this country in the manifesto, that Rs. 2,500 could have
been given to the Public servants.

So, these are matters that we have to take into
consideration. The unnecessary waste in this country
should be forbidden. Whatever the credibility of this
Government, it should be answerable to the society and
to the citizens of this country.

As per today, the Gross Domestic Product remains as
5.5 trillion. In the year 2011, the total debt of the
Government will be about 4.3 trillion. The debt interest
cost would be about Rs. 350 billion. If you calculate the
interest factor, it will amount to about 7.5 to 8 per cent. In
the circumstances, the interest payable by the
Government for the loans incurred is far excessive of the
lending rates applicable, and is an exorbitant amount
when compared to the normal lending rates in the world.
So, we have to take into consideration why we are paying
double the interest rate than what a country or any
lending institution would normally offer. The
Government of Sri Lanka is paying an interest rate
double the amount than what is normally applicable to
lending institutions.

As per the Appropriation Bill 2011, if you take the
details of the Recurrent Expenditure and Capital
Expenditure for the Hambantota District Secretariat, there
is a difference of Rs. 59,325,000 than in the year 2010.
The Hambantota District Secretariat has been allocated
Rs. 437,475,000. The District Secretariat of Jaffna has
been allocated Rs. 395,500,000. That is about Rs.
37,375,000 more than last year. The District Secretariat
of Mullaitivu has been allocated Rs. 132,625,000 which
is about Rs. 33,230,000 more than last year. The
Kilinochchi District Secretariat has been allocated Rs.
145,000,000 which has a difference of Rs. 22,800,000
more than last year. The District Secretariat of Nuwara
Eliya has been allocated about Rs. 328,850,000. That is
about Rs. 34,250,000 less than last year. | do not know
what the reason for that is. The Puttlam District
Secretariat also has been allocated Rs. 465, 850,000
which is less than in the year 2010. +

Taking this into consideration, we see that as far as
the displaced people in Jaffna are concerned, they have
not been properly looked after. His Excellency the
President said that about 225,000 displaced people have
been given accommodation and proper shelter, and only
about 13,000 or 16,000 people are yet to be resettled. |
think it is the duty of this Government to exactly tell this
august Assembly, as well as the citizens of this country,
how they have resettled them because we are not sure and
there are differences of opinion. People have seen that the
shelters provided for the resettled people are not
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permanent shelters or they cannot be assessed as
permanent shelters. They just have four pillars, a tin shed
and maybe some cement right around it. That is not going
to serve the 225,000 people who have been displaced by
this war; who have lost everything in their hand.
Therefore, the Government should have some sort of an
expenditure plan for the displaced people and should be
answerable to this august Assembly as to how these
displaced people have been looked after.

@0 (eeden) dnm etfondszm wvm (BOS @ BcY
8881 830505 g@ims®0)

(wrewryfl@g  eweusdlw  sHwTHlH  gredls  Coerrrsewr -
SLHEDTHeV, Brs euarcpevmiser Lilallhdbs emLoFsT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources Development)

Have you seen it?

@0 8.08. 3D8x0esT Owmo
(omedTL LA 1g.6TLD. FreuTLABTH60T)
(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

| have seen it.

@0 (000¢3) Godn edsNcTs) Owm

(wrenryfl@ eweugglw HeoTBlF rredls CFevrmrdenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Every member of the family is being provided Rs. 500
each day to construct their own houses.

©d 8.08. 02820853 Bwmn

(omevor LA 1g.6TLD. FreumTLBIT g 60T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

If I am correct, they have been given dry rations to the
value of Rs. 85.

@0 (D) Godn etdsndsy Owm

(wreryfl@ sweussln seorpl) rredls CoeTydenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

The people who are occupying the houses told me.
Everybody is being paid Rs. 500 to construct houses on
their own.

@0 8.08. &E0Bx0esT Owmo

(LomevsTL L0 Lq..6TLD. FreumLOBT S60T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Thank you, Hon. Minister. | am not trying to dispute it
and I do not want to start a debate on that issue.

@0 (eeDexs) Godn etdrncsy Owmo

(wressrfl@ sweusslin seorplS) rredls CoeTydenr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

But, they are being provided dry rations daily up to
now.

@0 8.08. SD8x0esT Ovm0

(LomevsTL L0 Lq..6TLD. FreumLOBT&65T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Thank you very much. | am only asking the Hon.
Prime Minister to table to this Assembly, the amount
spent on the buildings, how many people have been
provided with buildings, the nature of the vocation they

will be provided for the future and the other facilities they
have provided for the resettled people. Then, | will
certainly accept the same, and that should be a public
pronouncement to the people of this country.

There was a tax holiday under Section 24C of the
Inland Revenue Act - a five-year tax holiday for
investments over Rs. 30 million for any business
investment in the Eastern Province. Now, this proposal
has been restricted to profit specific businesses as per the
Budget presented yesterday. That means that investments
already made under this provision may not enjoy the tax
holiday if it does not come into the category of specific
businesses. The supporting documents and technical
notes of the Budget Speech contains this provision. It is
with great regret we note that this tax holiday provision
was not granted to any investment made to the Northern
Province. There is no tax holiday at all to the Northern
Province up to date. If that is the intention of the
Government, there could be no proper development in the
Northern Province and no specific investment would be
made if the tax holiday is not applicable to the Northern
Province.

His Excellency the President stated, as | mentioned
earlier, about the displaced people. They have been
housed in different places and many of the resettled
people have not been settled in their places of origin. The
Government should make available the correct statistics
and inform this august Assembly. Even after two years
of the cessation of the war, the citizens of this country
have not been informed officially the true statistics of
resettlement.

There is another question | wish to ask from the Hon.
Minister of Finance. There was a project called Uthuru
Vasantham, which is also called Vaddakin Vasantham -
the Northern Vasantham. About Rs. 3.5 billion was
allocated for the year 2009 for building 80,000 houses.
Each house was roughly estimated to cost about Rs,
43,000. I wish to find out if the Hon. Minister of Finance
could let us know whether these 80,000 houses were built
and where they have been built as per the Budget
Proposal for the year 2009.

The Foreign Direct Investment for the first six months
of the year 2010 was Rs. 250 billion. For the first six
months of the year 2009, Foreign Direct Investment was
Rs. 300 billion. There is a difference of Rs. 50 billion.
Therefore, there seems to be no confidence of investors to
invest in Sri Lanka. A frontier country like Sri Lanka,
presently from the point of view of tourism, is
progressing. Yes, | accept that it is progressing. The
hotels are full and you cannot get even rooms. | totally
agree with him. The Government is intending to increase
the number of tourists to five-fold in the near future. The
present cost of rooms is estimated to be about Rs. 25
million. If the investment climate of Sri Lanka is not
stable, the entire investment of tourist hotels may not be
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forthcoming. The Government should have a stable
policy of investment. As mentioned earlier, if
retrospective laws are brought to curtail investment such
as what happened in the Eastern Province, it will not
support investment. There were exemptions and tax
holidays announced earlier for investments over Rs. 30
million but now there is going to be a retrospective effect
of law to curtail that. If such curtailment is brought, there
will be no -

©S NHBE eddven Grsems Bwmo

(wrewryfl@ Cuedlsv Crramewnt rreuFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

Hon. Member, there is no curtailment of any
investment. | heard that you mentioned that the Northern
Province is not included. No, it is included. The
Northern Province was not liberated at the time we
gazetted including the North and the East. All the
benefits have been given now. Even now, already five
major investors have come. Brandix, MSL and all are
there. So, do not worry.

@0 8.08. SD8x0esT Ovm0

(LomevsTL L0 Lq..6TLD. FreumLOBT&65T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

No, Sir, what | am trying to say is, investment that
was made here -

®©6; HBE odfvean Gresesms Dwmn
(wressryfl@ Guedlsy Grramewr rreyLFag)
(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

It is wrong information.

@0 8.08. SD8x0esT Ovm0

(LomevsTL L0 Lq..6TLD. FreumLOBT &65T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

No, it is not wrong information. Excuse me; it is from
the supporting documents and technical notes. It is
mentioned here. If necessary, | can make a further
clarification to the Hon. Minister.

®©6; HBE odfvean Gresesms Dwmn

(wressTyfl@ Guedlsy Grramewr rreyLFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

Hon. Member, if you have any investor who needs
any concession, send him to me. 1 will see to that.

@0 8.08. &E0Bx0esT Owmo

(LomevsTL L0 Lq..6TLD. FreumLOBT S60T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Thank you, Sir. Then, it is also noteworthy to mention
that the Budget Proposals have a provision to write-off
unpaid tax liabilities up to 31% of March 2009 of all
enterprises with a turnover below Rs. 100 million. This
provision is contrary to the Supreme Court Order that was
made earlier when the amnesty, which was introduced by
the United National Party, was available and it was held
by the Supreme Court to be unconstitutional. If the
Supreme Court Order of the earlier amnesty provided to

the taxpayers was unconstitutional, in what context could
this provision to write off unpaid tax liability, be
enforceable?

It is also noteworthy to mention that there are
provisions to be made under Section 170 (7) of the Inland
Revenue Act where the Court shall order the appellant
taxpayer to pay the full tax in dispute or part thereof
pending the determination of the appeal in a court of law.
This provision is extremely unsatisfactory whereas when
an appeal is pending in a court of law regarding a tax
dispute, the appellant taxpayer will have to pay the
Department the amount of tax that is due.

®S NBCE edfnen Cresexs Owmn

(orevsrLLfl@ Cluendlsd Grramesnt rreLFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

No, that is, after the appeal is rejected.
clear. His Excellency the President has made -

It is very

@0 8.08. 5D8m0¢sT ®wmo

(LomedrL 0@ 1g.6TLD. FreuTLABTH60T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

It says that it will be refunded. It is correct, Sir.

©S NBCE edfnen Cresexs Owmn

(orevsrLfl@ Cluendlsd Grramesnt rreLFag)

(The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa)

That means, these taxpayers want to drag this. We
cannot allow them to do that. They just go and file
cases. If they invest that money in a bank, they will get
the interest. We cannot allow that.

@07 8.08. 5D8m0esT ®wmo

(omedrL 0@ 1g.6TLD. FreuTLABTH60T)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Then, there must be some provision to say that the
appealable commission is the final authority -

[Interruption.] But, it does not say that. It says, “If the

appeal is dismissed, the money will be repaid”. | totally
agree on that.

Then, there is also a provision of a penal liability
introduced for auditors and tax practitioners who misuse
statutory provision or any Act or regulation by deliberate
misinterpretation of any provisions therein. This
provision is completely unethical and unwarranted from a
professional point of view. A tax practitioner can
interpret the law as far as the tax practice is concerned in
whatever way he wishes, and cannot be said that if by
chance he interprets it wrongly, he is under a penal

liability.- [Interruption.] It may have deterrent effects but
this is a completely unethical provision.

Therefore, my position is that in such situation, the
main idea is to see that the people are benefited. Even
the salary increase that has been given does not comply
with the requirements of the Manifesto, the assurance
given by His Excellency the President. So, it is my
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earnest request as well as the request of the United
National Party, that there should be well-being for the
people at large; the cost of living is high. Also, the
people in this country should have a definite base on
which the entire system of taxation and the penal
provisions and the liabilities of this country are based.
Thank you very much Sir.

Bewriehs Onemn®)

(Nrdd FUTBTWST SjeuTs6r)

(The Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Lohan Ratwatte. You
have 10 minutes.
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It being 6.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Wednesday, 24th November, 2010.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.55 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
24th November, 2010 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 16th
November, 2010.
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