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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m., MR . SPEAKER [THE HON.
CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.

yEHOEO Dad BEnTL
QlleTT B EH @ euTIeLpsV ailewL_d6iT
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

DAIBNBDRDS

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTaHer)

(Mr. Speaker)
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@G 8 0g®cits Bwmo

(wrerflg #edls LNCrwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala - Deputy Minister of
Highways)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ajith Kumara)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena- Minister of Water Supply
and Drainage and Chief Government Whip)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Prof) Rajiva Wijesinha)
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(The Hon. Dew Gunasekara - Minister of Rehabilitation and
Prison Reforms)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. (Dr) Mervyn Silva - Deputy Minister of
Highways)
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(FUTBTWST Hj6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
OO DmOBNEHROB, & OO yam @ Gwmo.

00 Lorld @eadiinm Onmn

(oreryllg HBeweiq Gswreuiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(FUTBTWST Hj6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)
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06 08 eyg®cts Dwm

(oreryllg #edlg GrwgTs)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)
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(The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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PRIVATE CONSUMPTION AT MARKET PRICES  ETCETERA:
DETAILS
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(V) Q&Fesring) Blavieneull

lewasullenesruLb,

UDMTEGmM VG
(Vi) uswreféssbSD@G weTyd LTy euBLThHS eueridd]
aflfgslenesruy b

Ui @)FFemLd@ HMwSEHeuTyT?
(=) B)esr@mev syeir?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning:
(@) Will he inform this House for the last 15 years -
(i) the private consumption at market prices;
(i) the imports of goods and services;
(iii) the export at market prices - (FOB);

(iv) the GDP at market prices and constant prices
separately;

(v) the balance of payment deficit or surplus; and

(vi) the annual growth rates prior to the inflation and after?

(b) If not, why?

@0 Lovd @endSdm Pwm

(orevsryLll@ FCewrey @ emreouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

OO DOBNBDROB, GeE w0 BHO OB @@L
e0nedsy ¥® & ydmrwed BEno wwienm wosime? 2w
ddmdwn Beamd. 8o dEno 9edsr S Beambdo.

®C; 68 WS Ea50W Wm0

(orenryfl@ rafl &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

ewms s3Iz, Hon. Minister, would you mind if T ask
some questions? Can you respond to Question No. 1(v)?
erd® odsw o gw Aedslesd ydmed (@) (V)
@087 3.

@0 Le’d endidm Onm
(orevsryLll@ SCewreiy @ 6emreuigeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
1995 @ecs Beanmn.

®©F; 08 WS €W O

(omevsrLil@ Tall &HeTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

OD0S By mwi. 2004 gy Bewddr »O B
aBB s nwEe, commOe Bum O ¢ oenes §B.

@0 Lol @endiim Pwm

(orewryLllg HCBerreig @ smreuiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
2003 - @008mz etacs 88wm 502
2004 - 4008w etred BBwm (205)
2005 - @0®8mz7 @tocd 8Cwm 501
2006 - 4008w ethed 8Bwum 204
2007 - 409857 ethcd 8Bwm 531
2008 - #003ms7 etcd &Bwm» (1,385)

®©F; 08 WS €W O
(omevsrLll@ Tall &HeTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Bencs?

@ Ler’d enditn Owm
(orevwryLll@ FHCesray @ 6mreuigesr)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

0. Bwe.
2009 - @e@8ms et S8wm 2,7258. &
500z0ED.

B DOIZNEHROA, 00 & BEnS swrnn* Do,

* wane®ow On pd» c¢ Bedcc -
FUTLTL_GSN6D) 6m6UGIHBLILIL 1 2 61smTLD.
Document tabled:

(8) »e3Bw 08w 15 eewo:

() ocdogecome avw @ ydoc s8endsmae

Ded O3m® Dess D32y2:®
1995 489,057 2003 1,341,896
1996 569,416 2004 1,542,107
1997 643,839 2005 1,692,765
1998 723,506 2006 1,988,378
1999 790,379 2007 2,403,167
2000 906,188 2008 3,085,296
2001 1,041,041 2009() 3,103,806

2002 1,214,117
gewss:

8 om0 v Aremd
B2 M0 8300 EFDD ©¢LIEne®sInD
(&) ®OED

(1) oedd) wo e P BB
&. . eted 8Ewm
080 wiedd pmena  edh pmes  Onnd

1995 5,311 669 5,980
1996 5,439 660 6,099
1997 5,864 716 6,580
1998 5,889 770 6,659
1999 5,979 820 6,799
2000 7,320 915 8,235
2001 5,974 1,151 7,125
2002 6,106 974 7,080
2003 6,672 1,012 7,684
2004 8,000 1,108 9,108
2005 8,863 1,202 10,065
2006 10,253 1,368 11,621
2007 11,296 1,472 12,768
2008 14,091 1,603 15,694
2009(¢) 10,207 1,501 11,708
gewss : 8 om0 v Aremd

8 oo 08¢ e¢eabned®sInd
(8) 20mE®m

(ili) 23D ©edn) CBBD EDEECEME OB OB VILTE FBBWBBI®D

-FOB
®. &. ethEY 8Bwm

Ded O350m® Ded D850 ®
1995 3,807 2003 5,133
1996 4,095 2004 5,757
1997 4,639 2005 6,347
1998 4,798 2006 6,883
1999 4,610 2007 7,640
2000 5,522 2008 8,111
2001 4,817 2009 7,085
2002 4,699

geuwss: 8 om0 9w Aremd

8 o 8@ 0¢ebned®sInd

(iv) oDegeomg avs O od@w BEwEnw wH SE 88GrIBmD
©05Y 005y Daewsy
S 8Bwm

el ¢.0d.B8. sOzn ¢.0d.8. €00 e

8¢ am® (2002) ez (@)
1995 667,772 598,327
1996 768,128 695,934
1997 890,272 739,763
1998 1,017,986 774,796
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S 8Bwm
¢.0d.8. &d0dd &e

Desd ¢.0d.B. sdmn

8¢ g0 (2002) gmo ()
1999 1,105,963 808,340
2000 1,257,636 857,035
2001 1,407,398 843,794
2002 1,581,885 1,636,037
2003 1,822,468 1,733,222
2004 2,090,841 1,827,597
2005 2,452,782 1,941,671
2006 2,938,680 2,090,564
2007 3,578,688 2,232,656
2008 4,410,682 2,365,501
2009() 4,825,085 2,449,304
yewsy : 8 om0 O IO

&) 90 e eFDD ©¢dnedsInd
(@) D0mED
(q0) 2002 82 2009 ¢z$Do, 1996 80 2001 ¢zDo e 1995
@5y C 8BDedcwsId ¢ BEe0EsY 2002, 1996
w® 1982 DwoDE %dd Be gmp 988ud »S gr».

(V) ©0d® edved Buww owd ¢Bd=nw
. &. el 88um

Dess RISISNS) Dess D30m®
1995 52 2003 502
1996 (68) 2004 (205)
1997 163 2005 501
1998 37 2006 204
1999 (263) 2007 531
2000 (522) 2008 (1,385)
2001 220  2009( ) 2,725
2002 338
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D88 amuInw swn (I aB.

Dws  gbm c.0d.B.od 06Am 08 ¢.0d.B.0d DS
apyma (%) amoome (%)

1995 5.5 153
1996 3.8 15.0
1997 6.3 15.9
1998 4.7 14.3
1999 43 8.6
2000 6.0 13.7
2001 (1.5) 11.9
2002 4.0 124
2003 5.9 15.2
2004 5.4 14.7
2005 6.2 17.3
2006 7.7 19.8
2007 6.8 21.8
2008 6.0 23.2
2009(g) 3.5 9.4
gews’ 8 Com O O

(@) 0™
() o> e,

®G; 68 WS @50W Wm0

(orenryfl@ rafl &HesTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
2005 Desed 82.

@0 Bosld eadbids Ownm
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane - Minister of Education)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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2DBNBDS
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

®® 00 TG ®0 w@ylen dundw e¢ImHO. OmemO
»3 ov.

®C OB 261 €ma2500 % Wm0

(oressrLfl@ rafl &HenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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asked the Minister of Highways:

(@) Is he aware that in the two-kilometre stretch of the
Wewegama Road in Sooriyawewa Town,
Muwanpelessa in the Sooriyawewa Grama Niladhari
Division in the Sooriyawewa Divisional Secretary's
Division of the Hambantota District, which was
constructed by laying concrete about a year ago,
concrete has scaled off and potholes have been made
and is in a dilapidated condition by now?

(b) Will he inform this House -
(i) the financial provisions allocated for the
development of the said road,

(if) whether recommendations of technical officers
have been obtained to the effect that the work had
been completed as per the standards in releasing
money for construction;

@ii) from what other institutions were
recommendations obtained in making payments
for the construction of the said road?

(c) Will he take action to conduct a proper inquiry into
the construction of this road and to restore it?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

| have the highest respect for you. | appreciate the
reference you made in regard to the HSBC. But, Hon.
Minister, at that particular time when it was established,
what amount of character assasination was made against
us? | know it was not people like you. Only those who do
work get this type of attack. | appreciate your taking up
that point, because today, you have 3,800 job
opportunities created there and another 2,000 more want
BPO jobs.
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I have no hesitation in complimenting you on that,
Hon. Member.
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I know that and | want to reciprocate in the same way.
What | am saying is, your Colleagues do not see the
wood for the trees.

@G P8 30 ¢S eRO® Bwm

(wrenrflg srplg 15 S)epeisio)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Hon. Member, | do not want to be petty about this. |
have paid you a compliment and said that it is a very,
very good step. And, you also have to concede that
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)
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288 Bwsiersy e®ew®&. [Interruption.] No, I will tell you.
That is a joint enterprise. ¢iz3 Bedm »SW0 eOEBemI® -
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

I know. It has turned into a loss making enterprise.

DO @Y 0 §YwmO® Bvm
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Now, we have a new administration. We are looking
into that aspect. It is a joint enterprise. So, we want to put
in more money and develop that. | am talking about the
whole telecom sector.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

That is due to the inefficiency of the management.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

If there are problems, we have to look into those
problems. But, you have to admit that the success of the
telecommunication sector is entirely due to us.
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Will it be liberalized?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No. What nonsense! Do not talk nonsense. Hon.
Member, you are my good Friend. Do not distort facts.
You never liberalized it under late Hon. D. B. Wijetunga's
administration. Everyday he was signing letters saying,
“Please provide a telephone connection to so-and-so;
please provide a telephone line to Udunuwara; please give
a telephone line to Galagedera.” That is how it was
during your time. You have to admit that.

@0 80 BweBam woeso @nmn (8860 §@amsn®o)

(wreryfle  omr  Mflwgiager
O|EWLDEFFIT)

(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa - Minister of
Environment)

Priority connection letters.
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@G 8w 30 ¢BRO® Owm
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

Yes, priority connection letters.

I was the Secretary and there was a whole queue
waiting to get a letter from the Minister to get access to a
telephone connection. Those are the facts. So, we have
emerged from that situation and you have to accept it. &
Reso mS e BEwxIm &8 m=f¥Oes. YOu agree on it.
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(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera also did a yeoman
service to the telecommunication sector.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

He was a Minister in our Government at that time. So,
what is wrong with that? He was the Deputy Minister and
it was a Cabinet decision. e® Bm® osE 9@ »osTes’.
DR OB »oery. SvwdBw m»HomB BwE &8
Bomroae? mnw.. S0 a8 npiedim® moxm Rux
sw.  Then, Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, can you take the
credit personally for everything that was done by the
Government? The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe had
nothing to do with it; whatever you did, your Leader had
nothing to do with it. Only the Hon. Karu Jayasuriya did
all those things for the UNP. So, do not come up with
those rubbishy arguments.  This is ridiculous. -
[Interruption.] No, it was during the time of a particular
government. You cannot single out individuals. That is
the whole trouble with the UNP. Everything is
personalized.
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The matter | raised was that the Sri Lanka Telecom
was a profitable institution earlier. But, today it is not so.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama)

No, no. That is not so. Then, we cannot bring this up
today. 0®8 ©0@bow e®@m8. ¥ dnewsI® ¢¥ 48
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(Mr. Speaker)
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Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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It is actually an offsetting mechanism. It is not going
to get passed on to the consumer. In fact, one of the
largest companies, Dialog has made a statement in the
newspapers that they will net it off among the two
networks.
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Hon. Member, please wind up. Your time is over.

DO DaggedO BNBNWII TS BWBN

(revsryLll@ eurHGHeu HTenTTLSSTT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

@0 Bewdds mdm ©sBn®B, @dwisy Daewsy &
Bt o@B8, 00 J¢8 wxledr Bwdn m8w®
BodOm De® gwides BB gownwaesied wwem
i Censieny Bum Om. 0®eni 3@@wo RO Cowws
Beadsiny @y, NFDHO ©8g®moDs’ Bovm8 OsTesy
1. YT VYT ged 0@ 83n Smovmrem HOROOESY
ETNEIDS ¥B ¢l WS WO W CIBTID WeZD O
a3 O HEHw B0 ¢ud yOOsT HOLE Beanisy dvx.



373 208E0®sInd 374

[061 Dogged® 0BG E IS ©wvmn)

I g eusIDIey vy, O¢B wried® Bwi®m emBu®d.
"e® BBwOB @® gw RBE® WosTesy, e@»B en Bwe®"
Bes 9% essiOsis qud qdedds o eestm. 80 vdedd
BeB wriodn Bwd®n 0mBu®d yodny, J 8D adwn
Boemwn osiny. B¢l wrled® Bw®s 0mm8u® nOsied
Do BO 9g e 4nd, gruvmweried ser ¥ dde sfes)
¢ eom. gu gt Busies’ I8, wyE®@madmi0 & 88aecd
a0 BBO  @wedn oy, BB wrleda Bw®n
e88e®sT. 8¢ wrleden Bwdm  008s®
YOO OO0 I set edstesy. gd @
BES By 0@3eOE dwm BEBw Snd8, tol0)
edBw #ORO® gm Bwe® Bwe Bwcs avm owEedy
meg. & Ben @ 0®s 505 gDNiTwme HISsT Ood GO
8Dy OB,

Bewsles mom swisBn®o

(ewdsseflsr Nrgls sailFrari ojeuissr)

(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan. - [Pause.]. Not
here. Then, the next Speaker is, Hon. R. Yogarajan.

[3.00. 11.46]

@G §8. esIDcetssy Owmo
(omessryLll@ oy i. CuirsrTegeir)
(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, this is my first
speech in the Seventh Parliament. | wish to first thank
the leader of the United National Party, the Hon. Ranil
Wickremasinghe, for appointing me to this Parliament to
represent the people of Indian origin through the UNP.

| decided to leave the Ceylon Workers Congress in
November to join the UNP during the Presidential
Election. This decision was taken by me after 20 years of
association with the Ceylon Workers Congress because |
believed that the CWC hanging on to this Government
was not going to help the people of Indian origin. Sir, |
thought so because | felt that this Government was not
concerned about the welfare or the development of the
people in the plantation sector in this country. This view
of mine has been vindicated when the Government was
formed this time after the General Election.

This Government has done away with the Ministry of
Estate Infrastructure which was the only Ministry that
existed to serve the people in the plantations; to provide
them with the basic facilities. This Ministry was created
by the former President, Her Excellency Chandrika
Kumaratunga and was given to my late leader, the Hon.
Savumiamoorthy Thondaman who was able to serve
these people very effectively. But, today this Government
has done away with this Ministry and abandoned the
development of the people of Indian origin in this
country.

In the Debate today, we are discussing the levy of just
over Rs. 10 on every foreign call that is terminated in Sri
Lanka legally. My Colleagues who spoke before me have
been stating how these calls are illegally terminated in this

country and how people have been exploiting this to
make money for themselves. Today, the
telecommunication field and the telephone system have
developed so much that it is said that 17 million
telephone connections have been given. But, all 17
million may not be active today, because
telecommunication companies are basing their figures on
the numbers that have been given. But, there are many
numbers which have become dormant today because
some of the telecommunication customers have shifted
service providers. However, telecommunication has
developed immensely in this country not only because it
was privatized and there was a lot of competition in
1995, but also because of the technical developments that
have taken place in this field.

Today, we are discussing about a levy on phone calls
being terminated in this country. But, there are very
many other means of communicating with VOIP, that is,
Voice Over Internet Protocol coming in. There are many
operators who are communicating today through means
other than telephones. Calls are taken to telephones
through internet. There are many such providers of
service such as Google Talk, Skype, Delta 3, Net 2 phone,
Yahoo Messenger and MSN Messenger.

Today, these services are provided to the ordinary man
who does not have a computer, through communication
centres and they obtain very cheap phone calls to their
kith and kin or business colleagues abroad. However,
IDD call charges to the Middle East, where our labour is
earning foreign exchange for this country, are very high.
In fact, last year’s balance of payment deficit was fully
wiped out only with what was earned by the workers who
toil in the Middle East. But, international call charges to
the Middle East are the highest and that is because of the
same reason: in the Middle East, they charge very high
termination charges. Similarly, this nine or ten rupee levy
on every minute makes it more expensive for our workers
in the Middle East to call Sri Lanka.

Former Deputy Minister of Posts,
Telecommunications and Media, the Hon. Anura
Priyadharshana Yapa, gave a lot of details about the
development in the telecommunication sector and boasted
about the success of the public-private partnership of the
SLT. But, the SLT is today running at a loss. The SLT
was running at a profit in those days when we had the
SLT as the only provider of telecommunication services.
They had a monopoly on telephones in this country and at
that time, we had to go behind the Minister in charge of
telecommunications asking for priority connections.

We also had to pay monies to different people to get
our telephone connections. The SLT continued to have a
monopoly on international telephone calls and they were
running at a profit until they had that monopoly. Today,
they are unable to compete with the private sector. So, |
do not know whether the public-private partnership has
really succeeded or has failed.



375 2010 &4 10 376

The mobile phone charges have been dropping
everyday. As the Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara said, the
development in technology has made it cheaper and
cheaper to provide these services and the competition
between the operators has also contributed to the
reduction in charges. Though the charges are reducing,
the Government is increasing the taxes on mobile and
stationary telephones. Every call is being charged a 25
per cent tax, as the Hon. Vijitha Herath pointed out, and
as he said, the charge called the Environment
Conservation Levy is a farce. It was stated in this House
and | read in the newspapers that that levy would be
charged because the disposal of mobile phones and their
batteries would cause environmental pollution and that the
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources would set
up a system for the disposal of those telephones and
batteries, so that environment pollution would not take
place.

However, this ended up as a revenue measure and not
as a measure to serve the environment. But, the Ministry
of Environment and Natural Resources collected large
levies and taxes, and the former Minister used to boast
that the Ministry had become a self-sustaining Ministry
without providing any services in the environmental field.
This, as the Hon. Vijitha Herath pointed out earlier, -

Beweles 02 eswisBn®o
(ewssseflsr Lrgls sailFrari oeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please, wind up.

O 8. eefodssy Owma
(oresryfl@ oy Guiraymreyesr)
(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

| was given 10 minutes. But, | have -

Beweles 02 eswisBn®o
(ewssseflsr Lrsls sailFrari oeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, but you have finished your 10 minutes.

o 8. eefodissy Owma
(oresryfl@ oy Guiraymreyeir)
(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Anyway, as the last speaker, probably | would -

Bewelds m02 eswrnBn®r
(swssefsr Nrdls sallereari ojsuissir)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have taken 11 minutes.

@0 8. ewedocessy ®wmo

(oredrLyfl@ o4 Guirsrreyesr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

| further wish to state a few things about roaming
charges. Roaming charges are exorbitant. The telecom
companies are fleecing the customers on roaming charges.

Finally, I have another idea that I wish to put forward.
With the liberalization of telecommunications, the cost of
telecommunication facilities has come down. Do you not
think that we should also liberalize water supply and
electricity and let competition come into the field so that
charges on electricity and water supply also would drop in
this country?

Thank you.
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Item No. 2.
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FINANCE ACT: ORDER

@0 Le’d endiRm Ownm
(orevsryLll@ SCewreiy @ 6ewreuigeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

| move.

"That the order made by the President under Section 26 read with
Section 22 of the Finance Act, No.11 of 2004 and Article 44(2) of the
Constitution, relating to International Telecommunications Operators
Levy by repeal of Regulation 09 of the regulations published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1386/24 of March 31% 2005, published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1620/5 of 22" September 2009, which was
presented on 18.05.2010, be approved.”
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Motion is to be seconded by the Hon. Anura
Dissanayake.
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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The next speaker is the Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera.

Before that will an Hon. Member propose the Hon. Alhaj
A.H.M. Azwer to take the Chair?
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left the
Chair, and THE HON. ALHAJ A.H.M. AZWER took the Chair.
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Mr. Presiding Member, it is very important, if we are
to ensure that malnutrition is permanently eradicated from
our society, that we adopt a multi-sectoral, integrated
approach.  The Ministries of Health, Co-operatives and
Internal Trade, Agriculture, Economic Development,
Finance and Planning, Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Development and others have to adopt an integrated
approach towards that with the President of the country;
he being the champion and being at the highest level of
the political hierarchy of Sri Lanka. He should champion
a national nutrition strategy to ensure that malnutrition is
completely and permanently eradicated from our society.
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(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, you have only one more minute.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Give me two more minutes, please.
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(The Presiding Member)
You have been given 35 minutes.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Yes, thank you, but | need two more minutes.
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Sir, I quote:

“| can assure you that there is nothing that we would like more than
to feel that Sinhalese, Tamils and all people in this country should form
one people. | would like all people to have that in mind. There is no
question of one community being inferior or superior to any other
community. All people have got equal rights and we all form one people
in this Island.”

I now wish to move to the topic at hand. | wish to
start off by congratulating the Hon. Minister of Health.
No sooner did he assume office, he set out his priorities.
| think the Hon. Minister was the first to admit that there
in fact was a shortage of medicine, which did not occur
only under this Government; from time to time we have
had shortages of medicine and those shortages were
rectified with medicine being immediately imported. The
Hon. Minister in this connection has done precisely that.
It seems absurd that we are debating this issue today
because there was a shortage of medicine which has now
been rectified. The Hon. Minister has set about in
rectifying that situation and it has now been rectified. It is
ironical that very flimsy evidence is adduced to say that
so many people are dying purely based on newspaper
articles and hearsay. It is amusing that certain senior
Members of this House expect certain health officials to
be sacked; some of them to be convicted for corruption,
without any proof being produced before this House, but
merely on newspaper articles which we have all read.

In this connection | would like to say that the Ministry
of Health and the new Minister have done much to steer
this country in the right direction. Let us take for
instance, the recent flood that caused havoc in many parts
of this country including the Gampaha District, which |
represent.  You will recall Mr. Presiding Member, that
sanitary food and water were made available to those
people very fast by the relevant Ministry and the other
institutions and ministries of this Government. It is usual
that after a flood, waterborne diseases spread: cholera,
dysentery typhoid and so on. However, such waterborne
diseases did not spread and epidemic conditions did not
take place after the flood which took place a few weeks
ago. Why was this? It was largely due to the fact that
the Ministry of Health and the other relevant ministries
took immediate steps, issued public health warnings and
went to those communities with sanitary food and water.

I must also state that there was a raging war in this
country and soon after the war, we found many internally
displaced people and thousands living in temporary
shelters. There was no vast epidemic where people died
of unsanitary conditions. | think this was partly due to the
efficiency of the Ministry of Health which nobody gives
them credit for and I think one should give credit where
credit is due.

The recent rains will also naturally bring about an
increase in mosquito-borne diseases, because we know
with rains mosquito larva increase and mosquitoes
increase and thereby mosquito-borne diseases increase.
However what is encouraging is, the new Minister of
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Health has not only assumed office, but he has also begun
his anti-dengue crusade; he had begun this last week and
this is before the disease reaches epidemic levels. But,
what is ironical here is that certain Members seem to be
talking about dengue as if it started during our
Government, during the last few years which is absurd.

However, | would take on the constructive suggestion
made by certain Opposition Members, like the Hon.
Sajith Premadasa referring to malnutrition. In this
context, the Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudharshini Fernandopulle
put the picture in the right context and said, malnutrition
has gone down over the years and continues to. In
comparison with the rest of the subcontinent, Sri Lanka’s
percentage and levels of malnutrition seem very good.
But, this is no reason to be complacent. | think we should
do everything in our power to ensure that malnutrition is
eradicated. In this context, | would just like to make a
suggestion that we commence at grass-roots levels with
cottage industries.

Gos06t) B5IEn®a

(sewevenSTHRIGL 2 DI SjouTs6r)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, | am sorry to intervene in your maiden
attempt, but | think you have to now kindly wind up.

®©0 Desxsim eedzsnznnz Dnmo

(oredrLfl@ susFhs CFerTHmiIds)

(The Hon.Vasantha Senanayake)

Okay, Sir. Introduction of dairy products like milk,
eggs and even mushrooms, which have a very high
content in proteins, iron and vitamins, is one way in
which we can bring about nutrition to the grass-roots
level.

I wish to thank the House for giving me this
opportunity.

@6 ©85T ymosig Owm

(revsryll@ amilesr LreTThg!)

(The Hon. Harin Fernando)
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It being 4.30 p.m, MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.
Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 amon Friday,
11th June, 2010.
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