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asked the Minister of Transport:
(&) Will he inform this House,—

(i) of the number of motor vehicles registered in
Sri Lanka as at 31% December, 2008;

(i) of the number of diesel vehicles and the
number of petrol vehicles, separately, out of
them; and

(iii) of the number of motor bicycles, three
wheelers and other vehicles separately, out of
the total number of registered petrol vehicles?

(b) Will he state separately, the percentage of the sale
of petrol for motor bicycles and three wheelers, out
of the total sale of petrol?

(c) Will he admit that passengers using three wheelers
and motor bicycles are immensely inconvenienced
as a result of the price of petrol remaining
continuously higher than the price of diesel?

(d) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport :
(@Will he admit that—

(i) the ‘trishaw taxi service’ is a part of the transport
service of the country; and

(i) trishaw service has to be maintained under a proper
regulatory system?

(b) Will he inform this House of the law with regard to
parking of trishaws in the cities and the streets and
adding a new trishaw to the transport service?

(¢) Will he admit that there should be a co-ordinated
programme for the various institutions that are
relevant to the maintenance of this service?

(d) Will he state—

(i) whether information regarding the number of
trishaw taxies in the country is available; and

(i)  if so, what it is?

(e) If not why?
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal
Administration, and Deputy Minister of Defence,
Public Security, Law and Order,—:

(@) Will he inform this House —

(i) the number of acres of land in the Walapane
Divisional Secretary’s Division, which belong
to the Land Reforms Commission; and

(if) the names of the Grama Niladhari Divisions to
which the aforesaid lands belong to?
(b) Will he submit to this House—

(i) the number of acres of land in the new town of
Walapane, which belong to the Land Reforms
Commission;

(if) whether there are unauthorized dwellers in the
aforesaid lands situated within the boundaries
of the new town;

(iii) if there are such unauthorized dwellers, the
number of such families; and

(iv) the course of action that will be taken with
regard to the aforesaid unauthorized dwellers?
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(c) Will he state—

(i) the present condition of the lands which have
been allocated for Government institutions and
Government’s official residences within the
boundaries of the Walapane new town; and

(ii) the measures that have been taken up to now
and the measures that will be taken in the
future by the relevant commission with regard
to the aforesaid lands?

(d) If not why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home
Affairs and Deputy Minister of Finance and Planning, :

(@) Will he inform this House,—

(i) the number of candidates who sat the recently
held competitive examination for the
recruitment of Grama Niladharis for the
vacancies in the Pallepola Divisional
Secretary’s Division of the Matale District;

(ii) the number of persons who passed the aforesaid
competitive examination; and

(iii) separately, the names of the persons who
passed the aforesaid examination and the marks
obtained by them?

(b) Will he submit to this House,—

(i) out of the above mentioned persons, the names
of those who faced the interview;

(ii) separately, the marks obtained by them at the
interview; and

(iii) the names of those who were granted
appointments on the results of the above
mentioned interview?

(c) Will he state—

(i) the number of vacancies for Grama Niladhari,
remaining to be filled in this division; and

(ii) the measures that will be taken in the future to
fill these vacancies?

(d) If not why?
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asked the Minister of Transport,

(a) Is he aware that a sum of Rs. 586,952/- has been
paid as salary increments in the year 2007 to
eight officers who had been recruited on contract
basis by the Railway Department?

(b)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the names of the above - mentioned eight
officers; and

(if) the duties performed by them?

(c) Will he state whether it is correct to pay salary
increments to officers recruited on contract
basis?

(@  If not why?
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal
Administration, and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order :

(a) Will he inform this House or—

(i) the extent of lands that have been distributed
among the middle - class people out of the

lands belonging to the Land Reforms
Commission and the Government in Matale
District;

(if) the names and the addresses of the recipients of
those lands;

(iii) the acreage of the lands that have been given to
them at the divisional secretary’s Division
level; and

(iv) the basis on which these lands were given and
the conditions under which they were given?

(b) Will he take steps to take over the lands that are
overgrown and have not been brought under
cultivation though they were given to the middle-
class people and distribute them among the
landless people?

(c) If not why?
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asked the Minister of Local Government and Provincial
Councils:

(a) Is he aware that the posts of the Leader of the Op-
position, the Leader of the House, the Chief Gov-
ernment Whip and the Chief Opposition Whip in
provincial councils are not legally accepted posts?

(b) if so, will he admit that the privileges granted to
the aforesaid posts and the monies that are being
spent on them are illegal?

(c) If so, will he state whether necessary steps have
been taken to suspend the aforesaid illegal posts
and stop the aforesaid expenses?

(d) If not why?
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This is the first time it has appeared in the Order Paper
Fourth Session of the Sixth Parliament.
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| also read that. Why do you not make a comment after
reading it properly? Why do you not bring the paper,
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal Admini-
stration and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public Security ,
Law and Order:

(@ Will he inform this House, —

(i) the name of the Cabinet Minister in charge of
the Ministry of Nation Building;

(if) the number of Non Cabinet Ministers of Na-
tion Building; and

(iii) the names of those Non Cabinet Ministers?

(b) Will he state—

(i) the date on which the Consultative Committee
of the Ministry of Nation Building and Estate
Infrastructure Development was convened last
year;

(if) whether the aforesaid Consultative Committee
was convened in the year 2009;

(iii)  if so, the dates on which it was convened; and

(iv) the reasons, if the above Consultative Commit-
tee is not convened?

(¢) If not, why?

@0 Bosid endiis Bwm

(wrenryflg HBevreig @ swreuigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
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(iv) @cg ozned.

() @cog o%ed.
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@) QeCme, srsir?
asked the Minister of Posts and Telecommunication:

(@) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether employees were recruited for the De-
partment of Posts during the period from June
2000 to 31* March 2009;

(ii) of the number of employees so recruited and
the positions for which they were recruited; and

(iii) whether the above mentioned recruitment was
made through publishing the vacancies in Ga-
zette notifications or newspapers?

(b) Will he state the procedure that was adopted for
the recruitment mentioned above?

(c) If not, why?
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Hon. Speaker. On behalf of the Hon. Minister of Posts
and Telecommunication, I 7able*the answer.
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Answer tabled:

@

(i)  Yes.
(i) Number of Designations
Employees
804 Postal Services Officers of
Grade “B” ‘I’ “B” of U. P. S.
1,666 Sub Postmasters
381 Minor Employees (Estate Postmen)
1,637 Minor Employees
5,390 Registered Substitutes
30 on the basis of days payments
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(iii)  Yes.
\

Postal Service 114 Through the Candidates

Officers of those who passed the open
Grade “B” ‘I’ “B” Competitive  Examination
of U.P.S. Held according to the
Gazette Notification.
> 804
602 50% per cent are recruited

on the Result of the limited
Competitive Examination.

88 Due to the upgrading of
The Sub Post Offices.

Sub Postmasters 1666 As per the Cabinet

Decision.

Estate Postmen 381
Minor Employees 1637 On an interview held in

terms of Promotion

Procedure.
Registered 5390
Substitutes
On the basis of 30 Through an Interview.
Days payment
(Casual)

(b)  According to the provisions of the Recruitment/Promotion
Procedure approved by the Director of Establishment, for
each grade of the Department.

(c) Not Relevant.
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Annex | tabled :

Document ‘A’
134-A
UNIVERSITY ADMISSION - ACADEMIC YEAR 2008/2009
(Based on the GCE A/L Examination - 2008)
UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO
Course of Study Number Number Number Total Number Number Number Trans  Number Total Additional
Proposed  Allocated  Allocated ~ Number not Registered Elevated/  ferred Allocated Number
(Normal (Special ~ Allocated  Registered Promoted to  (Filling of Allocated
Intake) Intake) and and Vacancies
Registration Transferred step 1)
Cancelled from
Medicine 190 190 - 190 - 190 0 - - 190 -
Biological Science 125 160 10 170 -68 102 -7 53 10 158 33
Physical Science 240 290 9 299 -104 195 -50 97 67 309 69
Management 420 426 - 426 -11 415 0 8 - 423 3
Arts 550 662 - 662 0 662 -6 - 1 657 107*
Law 250 250 1 251 -5 246 -5 5 4 250 -
Physiotherapy 30 30 1 31 -12 19 -5 - 17 31 1
Molecular Biology 60 62 2 64 -18 46 -8 - 24 62 2
and Biochemistry
Industrial Statistics and 60 63 2 65 -17 48 -30 - 45 63 3
Mathematical Finance
* - Including Additional Intake (over and above the agreed intake)
134-B
UNIVERSITY ADMISSION - ACADEMIC YEAR 2008/2009
(Based on the GCE A/L Examination - 2008)
UNIVERSITY OF JAYEWARDENEPURA
Course of Study Number Number Number Total Number Number Number Trans  Number Total Additional
Proposed Allocated Allocated  Number not Registered  Elevated/ ferred Allocated Number
(Normal (Special ~ Allocated  Registered Promoted to  (Filling of Allocated
Intake) Intake) and and Vacancies
Registration Transferred step 1)
Cancelled from
Medicine 150 145 5 150 - 150 0 - 113 150 -
Biological Science 150 213 3 216 -98 118 -44 19 156 206 56
Physical Science 200 289 11 300 -130 170 -58 22 - 290 90
Management 735 756 - 756 -7 749 -3 16 - 762 27
Estate Management 60 61 1 62 -2 60 -1 - - 60 -
And Valuation
Commerce 125 125 - 125 -4 121 4 - 1 125 -
Arts 500 644 - 644 - 644 -1 - - 643 143*
Public Management 75 78 1 79 - 79 0 - - 79 4
(Special)
Food Science and 30 31 2 33 -10 23 -6 7 10 34 4
Technology
Nursing 25 40 - 40 - 40 -11 - 29 4
Pharmacy 25 48 1 49 - 49 26 - 2 25 -
Medical Laboratory 25 30 - 30 - 30 -7 - - 23 -
Sciences
Business Information 50 50 1 51 -1 50 -4 - 7 53 3
Systems (Special)

* - Including Additional Intake (over and above the agreed intake)
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134-C
UNIVERSITY ADMISSION - ACADEMIC YEAR 2008/2009
(Based on the GCE A/L Examination - 2008)
UNIVERSITY OF RUHUNA
Course of Study Number Number Number Total Number Number Number Trans  Number Total Additional
Proposed Allocated Allocated  Number not Registered  Elevated/ ferred Allocated Number
(Normal (Special ~ Allocated  Registered Promoted to  (Filling of Allocated
Intake) Intake) and and Vacancies
Registration Transferred step 1)
Cancelled from
Medicine 140 134 6 140 - 140 0 - - 140 -
Agriculture 150 184 1 185 -91 94 -41 10 134 197 47
Biological science 130 201 1 202 91 111 -59 1 187 240 110
Engineering 200 194 6 200 -5 195 -6 10 199 -
Physical Science 210 319 4 323 -185 138 -60 242 320 110
Management 320 351 - 351 - 351 -13 - 338 18
Arts 350 390 1 391 - 391 0 5 396 46*
Nursing 50 79 1 80 - 80 -21 16 75 25
Medical Laboratory Sciences 25 30 - 30 - 30 -13 17 34 9
Fisheries and Marine Scinces 60 65 1 66 -40 26 -15 54 65 5

* - Including Additional Intake (over and above the agreed intake)
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D OBNBD RS
(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

RID®IO @ewI® EHABE.

®G; 68 WS E50W Wm0

(orenryfl@ rafl &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Mr. Speaker, | rise to a point of Order. There was a
reference made to the Foreign Secretary and the Minister
of Foreign Affairs stated that the information | provided
to this House was incorrect. With your permission Sir,
Standing Order 85 (iii) is utilized to mention this. Today’s
"Daily Mirror" newspaper refers to that particular state-
ment. The Minister may have not read the newspaper.
May | read it, so that he will comprehend what | have
been saying?

®©C; e5I8n eATemIEEO® Bwmo
(orenr i@ Crranls GUTEETLeLTSLD)
(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

I know that you can read English.

®©F; 08 WS €W O
(omevsrLAl@ Tall & HewTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
I hope you understand the English in it.

®©F; @5I8n eATeIEEH® Bwm

(orevsryLil@ Crranls CurllsTeveTsio)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

My point is whether you can comprehend it properly.

®©F; 08 WS €W O
(omevsrLll@ Tall &HesTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Yes. | hope you too can do the same.

®©F; @5I8n eATeIEEH® Bwm

(orevsryLil@ Crranls CuIrllsTeaveTsLo)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

The issue is, even if you read it over a hundred times,
what | said remains as stated in the "Daily Mirror" itself.

®©5; 08 S €925¥0320 Wm0

(omevsrLll@ Tall & eI HTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

What you said is that it was not granted and here it is
said that it was refused. That is the difference.

®©0; 0038 eTeMEEO® Bvmo

(orevwsryllg Crranls GurlsTevevTasio)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

I never said that it was not granted,;
was no refusal.

| said that there

®©5; 08 S €925¥6320 Wm0
(omevsrLll@ Tall & eI HTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
You said that it was not granted.
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5 e5I8n eATeIEEH® B

(orevsryLfl@ Crranls CurllsTevsTsLo)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

I never said that. | said that there was no refusal or
rejection.

®C; 68 WS Em50W Wm0

(orenTyLfl@ rafl &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, there is no point in trying to make a debate out of
this issue when a clear refusal has been mentioned.

®C; @5I8n eATemEEH® Bwmo

(orenr i@ Crranls CGUTEETLeLTSLD)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

Now, we are arguing about the English language here.

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 DY

(oreryLfl@ rall &@mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Canada as well has refused to issue visas to 40 po-
licemen.

DYDZNB2HDS)

(sumBTWST Sj6uTsHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

OO »H® BOED OBTID V. e®m 9-§8 yudmwal.

®C; @5I8n eATemEEH® Bwmo

(orenryflg Crranls CUTEETLeLTSLD)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

Sir, we are getting on to a debate on English. | main-
tain the position that there was no refusal or rejection of
visa for the former Foreign Secretary by the British High
Commission. The “ Daily Mirror” confirms that position.

®C; 68 WS @50W Wm0

(orenryfl@ rafl &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, may | read it because either he does not under-
stand English or -

®C; @6I8n edfemEEO® Bwmn

(orenryflg Crranls CUTEETLeLTSLD)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

Under which provision of the Standing Orders are
we talking about this subject now?

D BNBD RS

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

E® a8 wvon ®OY. OneO H3 ez3.

®C; 68 WS Ema50w Wm0

(orenryfl@ rafl &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

@O0 ®NONBDROB, EeD 8 eDEI Beam Bes
e® gl O Bed wews’ 05 Sm 00 Bwdsroo:

"Britain insists no political bias in visa process”

| table* this article which appeared in the "Daily Mir-
ror" of 11th September, 2009, for inclusion in Hansard.
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wenedue Om D2 C¢ GOl oy Hbmad :
FUTLTL_ &S0 swaudbsii’ L LG sns yfisbendss .
Newspaper article tabled:

Visas
Britain insists no political bias in visa process

The British High Commission in Colombo, in a statement yesterday
said that while it expedited visa applications for senior political and
official figures from Sri Lanka and other countries it did it in accordance
with British immigration rules and it could not issue free visas for per-
sonal visits. “The suggestion that there is any political bias in our visa
application process is completely unfounded. We never comment on
individual visa applications, but many of the details of the various cases
reported are incorrect,” Acting High Commissioner Mark Gooding said
responding to recent news reports of political bias in the handling of visa
application.

While the statement did not make any direct reference to a particular
incident over allegations of political bias, it was issued a day after it was
reported that the British High Commission in Colombo had refused to
issue a visa to outgoing Foreign Secretary Palitha Kohona.

“In all cases of VIP visits, the High Commission works closely with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to try to ensure a smooth service, and we
look forward to continuing this co-operation,” the British High Commis-
sion said.

Daily Mirror earlier reported that Dr. Kohona had submitted his
passport to the British High Commission for a visa to London but to his
surprise the passport was returned without any valid reason.

The Foreign Ministry’s Chief of Protocol, through whom Dr, Ko-
hona’s passport was forwarded to the British High Commission, later
sought an explanation for returning the passport but a High Commission
official had reportedly told the Foreign Office that the Foreign Secretary
should be personally present at the High Commission to obtain the visa.

However the Foreign Ministry had insisted that Dr. Kohona had no
reason to be personally present at the High Commission to obtain the
visa as he was the Foreign Secretary of the Country, government sources
had told Daily Mirror online. The Foreign Ministry had later again
sought a visa to London for the Foreign Secretary, but the second at-
tempt too was rejected with the High Commission saying there was not
enough time to process the visa.

An angry Foreign Ministry, which insisted that the application was
forwarded with 24 hours notice, had made several attempts to contact
the British High Commissioner and his deputy to seek their intervention
but they could not be contacted over the telephone, the government said.

Meanwhile, the main opposition UNP said yesterday that the refusal
by the British High Commission in Sri Lanka to issue a visa to the for-
mer foreign secretary and current MP had seriously damaged the reputa-
tion of the country.

Mr. Ravi Karunanayake MP (UNP) told a news conference yester-
day that this was not the first time that government officials had been
refused visas. He said that the governor of a province had also had a visa
application to the UK turned down recently.

He said no one would be able to leave the country in the near future
if this trend continued, as the Sri Lankan passport would lose its validity.

Mr. Karunanayake said that there was no point in blaming anyone
for this as it was the government which had created such a situation:
“The government could blame anyone but it would be pointless,” he
said.

He said the government had turned a deaf ear to the offer made by
the UNP to work together to build up the reputation of the country: “It is
possible to resolve these crises if both the Opposition and the Govern-
ment get together, “he said.

Referring to the state of the economy, the UNP MP said that salaries
of both public servants and private sector employees should be in-
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creased. He said that private companies were of the opinion that the
UNP worked for them but this was not so as the party had to be with the
common man.

He charged that SriLankan Airlines employees had been asked to
work four days without pay as the airline was running at a loss, while
Lak Sathosa was also bankrupt, with losses amounting to more than Rs.
60 million.

Mr. Karunanayake said some ministers considered these to be minor
matters. He said they could not afford to take these things lightly as this
issue would have negative effects on the country’s economy.

In the first paragraph it is stated that they could not
issue free visas for private visits. Therefore they are
unable to issue the visa which is mentioned in the second
paragraph.

®©6; @5I8n edTemEEO® wm

(wrewryflg Crranls Gur@sTsvsvraio)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

That is stated in general. There is no reference to
this.

®©C; 08 S €H5¥00%2 DHmo

(omessrLOl@ Tl &hHesTTHITILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

This shows that the Hon. Minister has misled Parlia-
ment. All | said was that the Foreign Secretary was not
issued a visa.

®C 538D eTeMmEEIO® Dvmo

(orevsryLil@ Crramnls CursrsveTsio)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

But, there is no mention of the Foreign Secretary’s
name.

®©5; 08 €m0 DHmo
(omessrLOl@ Tl & eI HITILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Why not? It is mentioned here.

®C 6558 eATemEEIO® Bwmn
(oressryLil@ Crranls CursrveTsio)
(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)
Where is it? You tell me.

®©F; 08 WS €RIBNGED Bwdn

(orenryfl@ rall &HenTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I will read it out, otherwise you will not be able to
understand this. | quote:

“ The British High Commission in Colombo, in a statement yester-
day said that while it expedited visa applications for senior political
and official figures from Sri Lanka and other countries it did it in
accordance with British immigration rules and it could not issue free
visas for personal visits. ' The suggestion that there is any political
bias in our visa application process is completely unfounded.”

It further states, | quote:

“However the Foreign Ministry had insisted that Dr. Kohona had no
reason to be personally present at the High Commission to obtain
the visa as he was the Foreign Secretary of the Country, government
sources had told Daily Mirror online."

208E0®sInd
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®©0; @0I8n eTemEEIO® Bwvmo

(orevwsryLflg Crranls GUIrtlsrevevTasio)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

You go by what the British High Commission has
said. You are adding more.

®F 08 WS €IBNGD BvmN
(orenTyll@ rall &HenTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The paragraph continues to state, | quote:

“ The Foreign Ministry had later again sought a visa to London for
the Foreign Secretary, but the second attempt too was rejected with the
High Commission saying there was not enough time to process the
visa...”

I am asking whether there is any interpretation
required when it is very clearly stated in the article
itself ?

®©C @538 edfemERI0® Bwvmn

(orenryflg Crranls Gur@sTsvevTsin)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

How can you interpret what is stated in black and
white?

®©F; 8 WS €maNB® Oz

(omevsrL0l@ Tall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Did he go to UK or not? Did he not go to New York
via Dubai?- [Interruption.]

®©G @3I8n eATemIECIO® Bz

(orevsryLilg Crranls CuIrtlsrevevTsLo)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

Sir, this is very important. So, | will make use of the
right of reply.

®©F; 8 WS €ma0Bm Oz

(omevsryL0l@ Tall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Did he go to UK? He went to New York via Dubai.
He called you and you said, “Do not tell the newspapers.”
And, what happened?

®©G @3T8 eATemIECIO® Bz
(orevsryLilg Crranls CuIrtlsTevevTaLo)
(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

How do you know he telephoned me?

®©5; 68 WS 0I5B OHm)
(oreryfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
How do | know?

®©6; @538 edTe®IEEIO® Dvmn
(wreryflg Crranls Gur@sTsvevrsin)
(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)
Yes, tell me your source.

®©5; 08 WG ema50w OHm0

(orerfl@ rafl &HesTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

We are from the United National Party. We are look-
ing after the affairs of the Foreign Ministry. This problem
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has been going on for the last two years. | told you not to
recall the Foreign Secretary to Colombo. - [Interruption.]
It is the call that you got just before he boarded the plane.

®©S; @3I8n eAfemEEIO® Bwmn

(resoryfl@ Crranls CurElETevsvTasLn)

(The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. - [Interruption.] Mr.
Speaker, there is a serious suppression of material by my
learned Friend in reading or quoting the very statement
that appeared in the "Daily Mirror" of today. My learned
Friend omitted a very important word in this statement
while quoting in his own way. Now, | will come to what
my learned Friend has omitted because he has suppressed
material facts from this House and led us to believe that
there was a refusal of visa.

Now I quote what the “Daily Mirror” states today. |
will start from the beginning of the article because |
would like to read what my learned Friend has omitted to
read deliberately. I quote:

“The British High Commission in Colombo, in a statement yes-
terday said that while it expedited visa applications for senior politi-
cal and official figures from Sri Lanka and other countries it did it in
accordance with British immigration rules and it could not issue free
visas for personal visits. ‘The suggestion that there is any political
bias in our visa application process is completely unfounded. We
never comment on individual visa applications, but many of the
details of the various cases reported are incorrect,’....."

Now, this is what the Acting British High Commis-
sioner, Mark Gooding said responding to recent news
reports of political bias in the handling of visa applica-
tions. He has said that allegation is unfounded and you,
Hon. Member, deliberately omitted the word,
"unfounded”. That word is the running and the most op-
erative word in the entire press release that appears in
today’s “Daily Mirror.” And, Sir, there is no mention of
Dr. Palitha Kohona’s visa or of any Foreign Secretary’s
visa being refused by the British High Commission in the
statement issued by the Acting High Commissioner,
Mark Gooding.

Thank you.

®C OB WC1em0250w2 Bwmn

(oresrLyfl@ rofl & HewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, it is a travesty of justice. What the Hon.
Minister mentioned is also untrue. | read a part and tabled
the entire newspaper article due to lack of time. But, he
took out only one word from the text. All what was stated
there was that the Acting High Commissioner of the British
High Commission had very clearly mentioned in the recent
past that there have been instances of refusal of visas and
that comment had been made upon that. It did not refer to
Dr. Palitha Kohona. But, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
went further and said that it has been refused but there is no
reference to that in what you read. They said that Dr. Palitha
Kohona’s visa had been refused on two occasions. If you
read the article, you will find that. Hon. Speaker, | do not
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want to make a big issue on a small matter. But, the impor-
tant matter is that the European Embassies and the Canadian
Embassy are refusing to issue visas to Government officials.

DO1NBDR s

(FUTBTWST Hj6uTSH6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

& DOBS COOE ven® yRFeds B3O WOmHD O
el 8Ee0xIned Ym Do Bedwlers IO Seddd
;& 8308, @8 En gy@n BIO o0edB. O
28Be®@sIned & @ Bern @ABE, OsIFoced
00RO, ONFOGHIO Beadm aBBws, 80D Bw0 Bedn
388w gowle BIOO gu (€ 83» 2O.

®5; 08 WG ema50w OHm0

(orenrfl@ rafl &HewTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

g Ded® 00 EE®InD B8s wd®On S Bedm
P eRBYDO Ou0FNO & Gmdewssi® FHwiFd®m ®OTHON
59O BedmDo. I cCEe®E WO O 050edE.
[0 BBO] @@ ged ¢8Be o ®OHHO Dred®-
[P0 RB®]

D1NBDR s

(FUTBTWST Hj6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

00ybmewsi®, dybmewsi®. 98 Bw @O gdEted
2 @@imsened Do BO g, Do Be®sY & 83m ¢ @B0Jw
YMRWBE WEO 10 ¢8O ©® EEed®xIned @57 Bwod
g o oo SRew . [P0 BB
28EBe0@Ined DoRO® Bedsiery HnOBYeesy ©EE
RBO 3 o BOE. Geses  e0medsy w88 BoeR
DO B8I5 OO DERSwW G OBOSwo.

@ (88 Bwedmd Ovm
(oressryLil@ swrdy) wCssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara)
On® 8w BDebrs Sm v3?

2YIBNBH O

(FUTBTWST Hy6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

O D, mEe B o o  On
B@sInstedEed 0. »YIvnsiedcr ¢ OBIHO
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It being 1.00 p.m. MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday,
22nd September, 2009.
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