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W.J. M. LOKUBANDARA] in the Chair.

B50388®e0s] G wsTed®w

Ferrslugluil_10l(HHg eubs GClFuIF
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

O™ GOTB™ YWIRBIG
QurgiFeTs LTGISTLILL LiTdsL_6sTiD
PUBLIC SECURITY PROCLAMATION

D OBNBD RS

(FUTBTWST SjeuTsHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

s9n ©ewsy wiedews @Be0 “NEuBn@ens’ ©
°0n C1d .

“8 Gomn BndsB
BlevBiens FaTTS LIS
President of Sri Lanka

gomw @ 8eddF/308
2009 48 @& 06 &
ee® & e.

S DOIBNBDROSB,

(40 OB g@ma0w §) Owdm gpodem mwsmes 12 OB DesiBe
wOes Bad m»om c¢ ymenewssy 0085 § comed suimdd
DDCE Bl 00@8mBs) 20Bes Bue® =dmem dinm ne
wBe 0Edw ey oD C8.

un B ymans BEOO e¥nd peEndics Y ¥® BvLn el
HETD® @ OB OO0 B&w 3D 08Ee@sind odn am®
©¢D) CLoR.

gfesy mog - 98I Grssnis
“50808 7

Bedexy

Wl dser
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2009 &8 09 D2 8 “Eoz8es” Dolmd
2009 wemev 09 g Caglw “evmisTSL” DS
REPORT OF “LANKADEEPA” OF 09TH, JULY, 2009

DYDIBNBZDDS)

(FUTBTWST Sy6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

Bedem 0o @ 0® moens e® ®d wKIdd yE®
DO5ID BB, Sod Dol Didm yadm v ¢dEed
@ 885 mo» 3¢ ymarwn 838300 Bme y8I8en &
“Gomnds” smded & enlsy @y &g amds’ 0® B8wd
&m0 WS Bedmdo:

“@ified yam 15 Bl 10 200 Sod 8BExS;

2009 & 09

1846

DOnwm BB Becl Bedxlerd. Jeod ydm
8DeEID Aot BN, G 8B D »O. Jewsy
eBEemH  eDDS etNCHCEECHE WOgn  ®»J
Bedsiery Bw. Sgwd, ydm cwewmO® B88nd ¢sieny
DD Bws O 91088, 00 & eDEed BDed 0d®mB:

“»F 9CCROY #@BOGIHO gBBw Bedmdh. Ewm ged &ds
BewsdodE ©1918E0 Bedmd o). dc BB »osIm 88edex 53wt
DNB 00erv® ®E ©BIB 0 OBBT EBEDBID, GLIBBRWGE WDIYD
OB GS6. Ov®ed.”

2® Ben @ sx¥miess’ 9EE) 830 80 D&
BCBEeRY, coBIcedsy e® ®d ®wed WOEH Dmo
DO Bwo. gm0 588 edOE. e vHw ED BHO
0® 88ed 0108 ymnws B¢ BOBTery B e®r BOC
DOTDB BB ©® Bw® 0.

CBedRD® O e Da&mn

Y CVTFMETS & (L) N5 6» % 56T
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS

00 ce®fc 88t Bum (8HY® 805D
©mBYx» oD g@rimun®)

(oreryfl@ ewwsgliflurew APCFer - HLEHC ST Lilalmds),
H10HeV CFEWUSHT HEWLOFFIT )

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena - Minister of Agricultural
Development and Agrarian Services)
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(The Hon. A. M. M. Naoshaad)

Hon, Speaker, | on behalf of the Chairperson, present
the Report of the Standing Committee “B” on the
“Overseas Muslim Educational Trust of Sri Lanka
(Incorporation) Bill” together with the minutes of the
proceedings.

“REPORT

The Committee considered the ‘Overseas Muslim
Educational Trust of Sri Lanka (Incorporation) Bill” with the
amendments made by the Legal Draftsman and have agreed to it
as amended in the attached reprint.”
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(F) @)s1@msv, ereir ?

asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and
Agrarian Services:

(a) Is he aware that Olupattawa Tank which had been
a private tank with an extent of 16 acres at
Siyambalagoda in Homagama was acquired in the
year 1968 on the survey order issued by the then
Government Agent of Colombo on the requests
made by the farmers’ organization?

(b) Will he admit that—

(i) according to the section 880 of the preliminary
plan, the acquired portion has been mapped as
an area with an extent of 12 acres 00 roods
38.6 perches;
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(if) the farmers’ organizations have informed the
relevant institutions on various occasions that it
would change the existing conditions and
cause pollution of the tank if construction of
houses or other development work was allowed
within the Four acres that had not been
acquired; and

(iii) there is a need for a tank reservation?

(c) Will he, therefore, inform this House of the steps
that will be taken to protect the tank reservation?

(d) If not, why?
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(20) @)esrGmsv, eyedr ?

asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and
Agrarian Services,:

(&) Is he aware that Malwanegama Farm at Talawa,
which belonged to the Department of
Agriculture has been handed over to a private
company?

(b)  Will he submit to this House-

(i) if it has been handed over, the basis on which it
was handed over and the name of the
institution or the person that has been vested
with it;

(if) the amount of money obtained per acre
annually in handing over the relevant farm;

(iii) the amount of money that has been obtained as
rent since the date on which it was leased out
up to the year 2007; and

(iv) if a fixed amount has been obtained the amount
of money so obtained?

(¢)  Will he inform this House of -

(i) the value of the immovable and movable
property owned by the farm at the time the
aforesaid farm was leased out; and

(ii) the purpose for which the said property was

utilized?
(d)  Will he state-

(i) the purpose for which the aforesaid farm was
established; and

(it) whether the aforesaid farm is being used for the
above mentioned purpose by the current
administration?

(e) If not, why?
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(20) @)e1@mev, ey6r?

asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and
Agrarian Services, :

(@ Will he inform this House of the number of
unauthorized settlers living in the reservation of
the Suriyawewa tank which provides drinking
water to the Suriyawewa Divisional Secretary’s
Division and comes under the area of the
Mahaweli Development Authority?
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(b)

Will he admit that the reservoir which provides
drinking water gets polluted by the waste
dumped in to it by these unauthorized settlers?

(c) Will he inform this House—

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(d)

(e

separately and in relation to each family the
name, address, and the number of family
members of those unauthorized settlers living in
reservation of the aforesaid tank and the period
of unauthorized settlement by each of them up to
now;

whether the plots of land of the Mahaweli
Authority which were to be given to those who
were to lose their lands owing to the construction
of the Weerawila Airport, are given to the
unauthorized settlers on the reservation of the
tank, since the relevant Airport is not constructed
in that venue; and

if not so, the place where irrigated land and lands
for settlement are to be given and the extent of
the relevant land for settlement and the irrigated
land?

Will he state whether arrangements will be
made to pay these unauthorized settlers with
compensation based on the current commercial
value in relation to the properties they have
acquired during a long period, since they will
lose them with their removal?

) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(ii)) ®® Ot Ot 525205800 DB
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@55 97 @O w5 (IO emEe?
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830002500 ETIBO e,

(i) @Pved »®, YT eedr @B VY8 v goysy
8o 2osn 00T 0057 Daews’y mOedc;

(i) gy B D88 v6 BE O O BBBA WEBIEH
SO0 @@ EwI Dw WO ¢ Yo 05T
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(g0 (1) Bedn cODE B89 B & G SO By,
00®, woe W Seods ey wd® WO
€3°22500 @BV,

(i) F0 BEYD0 @B c0OE moedc;
WIS @0 wewsy mosiende?
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6TEITLIEN S 1| LD

Sjeui @ FFemuiuiled Glgflaliimym?

(=) () pei@aurey  grarssslgin uemlwimhpislsiy
usflwm_ QLrggl o milifleri seflst sTevwTentlsans
6TETETGleUEITLIEN S LD,

(i) sjeuirserg) Quuwiiger, O[T EH S
UPBISLIUGSETD  FIDLSTD WHMID T FHeD
BEITEMLOGEIT 6TeWeUGWISTLINS SHevlldhgesilTseayLb,

(iii) &bz BTETE QU(HL_BISHETTS eulaum(m

SIBTSS®BU D CETEIE  pLiSusHEG ThulL

Qursss ClFevey eTsualeTe 6eTeTLMS  BH6vilHHenl

WT&He)LD,
et GPILNGeurym?

(@) (i) Qeuefllpr@seflev o Heurssiiul L @)ekiens BL L
WIOLILFHET,  FOPHBISET, I|VVGI
allGagL 1H6VSHT & W Heflesr BE LT
6T6M 66T EUEITLIEN G LD,

LDE3T M 51 &5 61T

(i) Sjemeu 2 HOUTEHSLILIL L BT(HSHET 6TeM6U 6TETLIENS LD
Sjsui Qgfailiiumyr?

()  @)esr@mev, eysr?

asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs,:
(@) Will he inform this House—

(i) the number of Embassies we have got
throughout the world,;

(ii) the names of the Ambassadors along with their
professional and career experience; and

(iii) whether each of them is a career diplomat or a
political appointee separately?

(b) Will he state—
(i) the number of staff members in each Embassy;

(ii) their names separately, along with the salaries
and all other emoluments being paid to them;
and

(iii) the total cost of running each Embassy
separately, for the last four years?

(c) Will he also state—

(i) the number of Sri Lanka friendship
organizations, societies, caucuses or special
interest groups which have been formed in
overseas; and

(i) the countries they have been formed in?

(d) If not, why?

2009 & 09
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neds? gudd B v (Bedn »OEH Bewdss
&®om @

(orenryil@ oy Gleuiles @mioL_ MLIT -

QeueflBTL L gieusvaser LNrg) Sjenwsei)
(The Hon. Hussain Ahamed Bhaila - Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, | answer Question No. 7. It is a very detailed one.

(@) (i) The Number of Sri Lankan Embassies is 56
Details are given in Annex 1.

(i) The names of Ambassadors along with their
professional and career experience given in
Annex 2

(iii) There are 51 Heads of Missions out of which
24 are career diplomats and 27 are non-career
diplomats, Also, the balance 5 positions are in
the process of being filled.

(b) (i) (i) The number of staff members in each
Embassy and their salaries and other
emoluments paid to the staff members in
each Embassy is given in Annex 3.

(iii) The total running cost of each Embassy is
given in Annex 4.

(c) (i) &(ii) The number of Sri Lanka friendship
organizations. societies, caucuses or
special interest groups formed in each
country is given in Annex 5.

(d) Does not arise

Note: The figures are based on the date that the
guestion was raised (08.11.2008)

Annex 1

* senedun O» I C¢ G 8EHo:
FUITLTL_GS60 0ausbHBLILIL 1 (B)606MTLILISH6N:
Annexes tabled :

Sri Lanka Missions abroad

Auwustralia / Canberra
Australia / Sydney
Awustria / Vienna
Bangladesh / Dhaka
Belgium / Brussels
Brazil / Brazilia
Canada / Ottawa
Canada / Toronto
China / Beijing
Cuba / Havana
Egypt / Cairo
France / Paris
Germany / Berlin
Germany / Frankfurt
India / New Delhi
India / Chennai
India / Mumbai
Indonesia / Jakarta
Iran / Theran

Israel / Tel Aviv

© ® N TN R
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21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

I e e S e S Y
N o ok~ wdhEOo

© ®©® N wWwDN R

Italy / Rome

Japan / Tokyo

Jordan / Amman
Kenya / Nairobi

Rep. of Korea / Seoul
Kuwait / Kuwait
Lebanon / Beirut
Malaysia / Kula Lumpur
Maldives / Male
Myanmar / Yangon
Nepal / Kathmandu

The Netherlands / The Hague
Norway / Oslo

Oman / Muscat

Pakistan / Islamabad
Pakistan / Karachchi
The Philippines / Manila
Poland / Warsaw
Qatar / Doha

Russian Federation / Moscow
Saudi Arabia / Riyadh
Saudi Arabia / Jeddah
Singapore / Singapore
South Africa / Pretoria
Sweden / Stockholm
Thailand / Bangkok
UAE / Abu Dhabi

UAE / Dubai

UK/ London

PRUN / New York
PRUN / Geneva

USA / Washington
USA / Los Angelese
Vietnam / Hanoi

Palestine National Authority/Ramallah City

China / Shanghai

CAREER DIPLOMATS

NAMES

Mr Esala Weerakoon

Mr. R. K. M. A. Rajakaruna
Mr. V. Krishnamoorthy
Mr. A. L. Ratnapala

Mr. K. Amunugama

Mr. C. R. Jayasinghe

Mr. W. M. Seneviratne
Mr. 1. Ansar

Mr. R. P. Jayasooriya
Mr. R. P. Aryasinha

Mr. M. M. Jaffeer

Mr. V. Padukkage

Mr. D. M. M. Ranaraja
Mrs. G. Asirwatham

Mr. K. S. C. Dissanayake
Mr. M. Maharoof

Mr. M. J. Palipane

MISSION

Oslo
Pretoria
Dhaka
Hanoi
Beijing
New Delhi
Tel Aviv
Cairo
Sweden
Brussels
Vienna
Qatar
Oman

The Hague
Kuwait
Beirut
Tokyo

208E0®sInd

Annex 2

BACKGROUND

Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat
Career diplomat

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

01.

02.

04.

05.

06.

07.

08.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

16.

17.

18.

20.

21.

22.

23.
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CONSULS GENERAL (CAREER DIPLOMATS)

NAMES

Mr. A. L. M. Lafeer
SLFS

Mr. H. M. Wijeratne,
Dept. of Commerce

Mr. V. S. Siddath Kumara
Dept. of Commerce

Mr. S. M. A. W. R. Senanayake

Dept. of Commerce

Ms. Indikadahena - Actg. CG

Dept. of Commerce

MISSION
Jeddah

Mumbai
Karachchi
Dubai

Sydney

Deputy High Commission in Chennai - Mr. M. Amza (Career

Diplomat)

Consul in Shanghai - Mr. M. J. P. Jayasinghe (Career Diplomat)

NON - CAREER DIPLOMATS

Names

Dr. Dayan Jayatilaka

Mr. M. M. Zuhair
Mr. A. W. Mohattala
Major Gen. R. R. N.
Mallawaarachchi

Mr. Aloy Ratnayake
Mr. J. A. |. Perera

Mr. H. Waranakula-
Suriya

Prof. J. B. Dissanayake
Mr. M. A. M. Marleen
Dr. D. D. Ranasinghe

Mr. Nihal Jayasinghe

Mr. S. C. B. Walgampaya

Mission

Geneva

Tehran
Amman
Jakarta

Manila
Seoul

Rome

Bangkok
Riyadh
Kuala
Lumpur
U. K.

Canberra

Mr. Jaliya Wickramasuriya Washin-

Mr. U. Weeratunga

Mr. T. B. Maduwegedera
Mr. H. M. G. S. Palihak-
kara

Mr. Janaka Priyantha

Mr. Daya Perera
Lionel Fernando

Ms. J. R. Samarakone

ACM (R) Jayalath
Weerakkody
Mr. Thosapala Hewage

gton DC
Moscow
Berlin

Professional
Qualifications

PhD in Political Science

& Public Policy

President’s Counsel

PhD in Meteorology
Former Acting Commander
& Chief of Staff, Sri Lanka
Army

President’s Counsel

Former Chairman/Director
For various govt. authori
ties/Corporations
President’s Counsel

Professor in Languages
President’s Counsel
Former Consultant Surgeon

Former Supreme Couet
Judge

President’s Counsel
Professional qualifications
in Marketing

Mechanical Engineer
Retired Carried Diplomat

New York Retired Carried Diplomat

Abu Dhabi Bachelor of Arts

Ottawa
Paris

Attorney-at-Law
President’s Counsel
Former Secretary/Foreign
Retired Sri Lanka
Administrative Service
Officer

Singapore Associate Member of

CIMA, Attorney-at-Law

Islamabad Retired Commander of

Sri Lanka Air Force

Kathmandu Secretary Ministry of

Ports & Aviation (SLAS)

Ms. Tamara Kunanayagam Havana Former First Officer

United Nations of the High
Commissioner of Human
Rights (OHCHR)

CONSULS GENERAL (NON - CAREER DIPLOMATS)

Names

24.  Mr. Buddhi K. Athauda

25.  Mr. Bandula P. Jayasekara

26.  Mr. Ananda Wickramasinghe

27.  Sri Lanka Representative in Ramallah - Dr. T. Jayasinghe
(Non-Career Diplomat)

Mission

Frankfurt
Toronto
Los Angeles
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Total Actual Expenditure of Sri Lanka Missions Abroad - (2004-2007)

Mission

01. Canberra
02. Sydney
03. Vienna
04. Dhaka
05. Brussels
06. Brasilia
07. Ottawa
08. Toronto
09. Beijing
10. Havana
11. Cairo
12. Paris
13. Berlin
14. Frankfurt
15. New Delhi
16. Chennai
17. Mumbai
18. Jakarta
19. Teheran
20. Tel Aviv
21. Rome
22. Tokyo
23. Amman
24, Nairobi
25. Seoul
26. Kuwait
27. Beirut
28. Kuala
Lumpur
29. Male
30. Yangon
31. Kathmandu
32. The Hague
33. Oslo
34. Muscat
35. Islamabad
36. Karachi
37. Manila
38. Warsaw
39. Doha
40. Moscow
41. Riyadh
42. Jeddah
43. Singapore
44. Pretoria
45, Stockholm
46. Bangkok
47. Abu Dhabi
48. Dubai
49. London
50. New York
51. Geneva
52. Washington
53. Los Angeles
54. Hanoi
55. Ramallah
56. Shanghai

Total
Mission
Australia/Canberra

Australia/Sydney

4 — PL 004187 — (2009/07)

Total
Expen-
diture

2004

75,094
42,676
69,155
26,681
78,882
38,975
69,883
53,908
70,631
23,969
27,7117
158,771
104,302
40,558
67,057
57,327
30,281
30,199
42,793
60,423
113,592
542,226
27,706
27,451
81,216
84,315
50,708
58,732

25,343
22,799
23,534
64,346
53,863
38,835
38,093
13,588
40,278
43,611
28,223
88,129
74,733
45,984
77,137
32,715
53,381
50,562
64,426
46,974
194,261
173,358
187,457
173,835
47,178
34,737

3,892,608

29 Sri

33 Sri

Total
Expen-
diture

2005

75,327
43,167
84,574
22.937
63,079
39,572
80,412
60,599
74,633
21,464
29,023
146,224
123,923
35,017
90,025
57,000
25,375
36,846
33,766
46,915
157,054
154,647
32,765
37,571
66,029
85,388
44,171
56,826

25,636
27,387
51,361
73,291
84,200
47,410
36,219
15,602
47,275
41,118
35,570
79,742
65,362
54,108
89,446
38,778
77,338
40,920
73,252
48,923
227,660
171,996
174,765
193,637
47,533
37,926

Total
Expen-
diture

2006

57,050
46,938
71,809
26,530
60,728
39,664
89,677
73,079
77,849
29,750
28,384
162,676
115,065
39,493
72,783
66,365
27,211
36,094
77,652
45,418
152,920
151,082
26,836
31,953
81,336
85,518
43,248
54,546

28,895
23,033
42,139
74,780
74,673
44,327
45,006
14,975
46,542
33,228
42,775
79,974
73,927
40,716
89,007
42,088
66,070
41,316
73,551
52,929
233,204
179,647
158,037
172,665
54,626
38,964

Annex 4

Total
Expen-
diture

2007

81,363
65,838
97,302
33,837
95,539
40,917
99,314
67,361
89,318
33,227
32,056
174,225
141,919
71,756
132,365
86,016
35,027
44,128
64,531
52,809
208,305
157,017
46,204
35,558
108,451
114,027
48.384
167,809

32,246
27,658
41,643
85,873
87,991
52,157
44,201
20,445
53,553
44,546
47,600
83,739
73,211
39,328
101,782
46,216
79,379
53,854
83,844
64,841
305,945
188,781
175,769
219,594
64,247
39,658
12,498

3,730,784 3,738,748 4,595,212

Organization/Society

Lanka Friendship Organizations/
Societies/Caucuses of Special Interest Groups

Friendship  Organizations/
Societies/Caucuses or Special Interest Groups

Lanka

2009 & 09

Mission

Austria/Vienna

Bangladesh/Dhaka

Belgium/Brussels

Brazil/Brazilia

Canada/Ottawa
Canada/Toronto
China/Beijing

Cuba/Havana

Egypt/Cairo

France/Paris

Germany/Berlin

Germany/Frankfurt

India/New Delhi

India/Chennai

India/Mumbai

Indonesia/Jakarta

Iran/Tehran

Israel/Tel Aviv

Italy/Rome

Japan/Tokyo

1906

Organization/Society

Sri Lanka Austria Friendship Association, Sri
Lanka Cricket Club of Vienna, Vienna Lions
Cricket Club, South Asia & Buddhist Institute,
University of Vienna

Sri Lanka Association in Bangladesh (SLAB)
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (SLBCCI)

Sri Lanka Women’s Association

Brazil-Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship
Association

48 Sri Lanka Friendship Associations
Sri Lanka Friendship Associations
08 Associations/Friendship Groups

Cuba-Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship Group
has not been functioning for 04 years.

Sri Lanka Expatriates’ Society in Egypt Sri
Lanka -Egypt Parliamentary Friendship
Association Sri Lanka —Egypt Joint Business
Council Seva Vanitha Unit of Embassy Informal
Contact Group of Retired Ambassadors and
Diplomats who served in Sri Lanka. Friendship
Associations and caucuses in accredited
countries

Friends of Sri Lanka Association France-Sri
Lanka Parliamentary Friendship Group

All the South Asian countries including Sri
Lanka are covered by the South Asian Group of
Parliamentarians

11 Societies/caucuses or special interested
groups/Friendship Associations

The Association of Sri Lankans

Discussions will be held with the well-wishers/
Friends on the formation of “Sri Lanka
Friendship Association’ once the current
political developments become conductive in
Tamil Nadu.

Indo-Sri Lanka Society Mumbai-Sri Lanka
Students’ Association, Pune

Indonesia-Sri Lanka Business Council (ISLBC)
Association of Sri Lankans in Indonesia (ALSI)

Sri Lanka - Iran Business Council

Sri Lanka Society Sri Lanka Israel Business
Council Israel-Sri Lanka Chamber of Commerce

16 Friendship Organizations in Italy 9
Friendship Organizations in Cyprus 1 Friendship
Organization in Greece

Japan-Sri Lanka Parliamentary League

Japan-Sri Lanka Friendship Association

Sri Lanka Business Council

Sri Lanka Japan Business Cooperation
committee

Sri Lanka Association in Japan

Sri Lanka Association in Central Japan

Sri Lanka Students’ Association

Sri Lanka Study Forum
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Mission

Jordan/Amman

Kenya/Nairobi

Rep. of Korea/Seoul

Kuwait/Kuwait

Lebanon/Beirut

Malaysia/Kula Lumpur

Maldives/Male

Myanmar/Yangon

Nepal/Kathmandu

The Netherlands/
The Hague

Norway/Oslo

Oman/Muscat

Pakistan/Islamabad

Pakistan/Karachchi

Palestime National

208E0®sInd

Organization/Society

No organizations have been formed presently
due to the Country Regulations

Sri Lanka association in Kenya

Sri Lanka Associations in the following
cities :

Incheon, Pusan, Yongin, Kume, Geoge Do,
Daejon, Dague, Seoul, Dwange, Ulsan,
Kimpo, Ansan, Gunsan, Chonan, Jejudo,
Pochon, Pyontec, Jollo do Gwanju

Kuwait-Sri Lanka Parliamentary Association
Sri Lanka Cultural Association

Society of Sri Lankans in Kuwait

Lankikayo Kala Sansadaya

Roman catholic Church

Manpower Welfare Association

No organizations have been formed presently
due to the Country’s Regulations

Malaysian-Sinhalese Association

Sri Jayanthi Welfare Organization

Sasana Abhiwurdhi Wardhana Society
Dharmasoka Welfare Association &
Asokarama Buddhist Centre
FOMSCO-Federation of
Lankan Organization

Sri Lankan Workers Welfare Association

Malaysian-Sri

Buddhist Society
Christian Society
Hindu Society

Sri Lanka Association in Myanmar
Myanmar-Sri Lanka Buddhist Association

Nepal-Sri Lanka Friendship Society

Nepal-Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship
Committee
Nepal-Sri
Forum

Lanka Cultural and Economic

Sri Lanka -Netherlands Friendship
Association
Netherlands —Sri Lanka Business Association

Sri Lanka Association of Norway

Sri Lanka Thisarana Buddhist Association of
Norway

Sri Lanka-Norway Friendship Society

To be formed

Pakistan-Sri Lanka Friendship Association in
Islamabad
Pakistan-Sri
Lahore

Lanka Business Council in

Pakistan-Sri Lanka Friendship Association in
Karachchi
Pakistan-Sri
Karachchi

Lanka Business Forum in

A new Palestian-Sri Lanka Friendship

Authority/Ramallah city Association is going to form next December

after Haj

The Philippines/Manila To be formed

Poland/Warsaw

Poland-Sri Lanka Friendship Organization

Mission

Qatar-Doha

Russian Federation/
Moscow

Saudi Arabia/Riyadh

Saudi Arabia/Jeddah

Singapore/Singapore

South Africa/Pretoria

Sweden/Stockholm

Thailand/Bangkok

UAE/Abu Dhabi

UAE/Dubai

UK/London

PRUN/New York

PRUN/Geneva

USA/Washington

USA/Los Angelese

Vietnam/Hanoi

1908

Organization/Society

Lanka Lion

Sri Lanka Kajilis

Sinhala Sports Club

Sri Lanka Quantity Surveyors’ Association
Business Council of Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Russian Friendship Association

Sri Lanka Buddhist Association in Moscow
Sri Lanka Student Unions in 10 Universities
in the Russian Federation

Sri Lanka Student Unions in 2 Universities in
the Ukraine

Sri Lanka Student Unions in 3 Universities in
the Belarus

Sri Lanka Expatriates’ Society-Riyadh

Sri Lanka Expatriates’ Society (East)-Damam
Api Lanka-Damam

Sri Lanka Bankers’ Forum-Riyadh

Sri Lanka Welfare Association-Al Hasa

Sri Lanka Expatriates’ Society
Sri Lanka Professional Association

Sri Lanka Friendship Group in Singapore
Parliament

The Singapore-Sri Lankan Scientists Forum
The Singapore-Sri  Lanka Business
Association

The Sinhala Association

The Ceylon Tamil Association

Singapore Sinhala Buddhist Association
Ceylon Sports Club

The Lanka Lions

Discussions will be held with identified MPs
who have an interest in Sri Lanka on the
formation of a Parliamentary Friendship
Association by next February

19 Societies/Friendship  Organizations
(Pinlanda, Iceland, Denmark. Latvia, Estinia)

Sri Lanka association

Sri Lankan Students’ Society (Asian Institute
of Technology)

Thai-Sri Lanka chamber of Commerce

Sri Lanka Expatriates’ Association

Friendship Organization, societies caucuses
or special interest groups are not formed due
to the country rules. Sri Lanka Expatriates’
Associations

87 Sri Lankan Associations/Societies

United Sri Lanka Society

Sri Lanka Association of New York

Students’ Association of Staten Island
Tasmenia, INC (the Association of Sri
Lankan Muslims in North America)

11 Friends Associations/Committees and
other societies

Congressional Caucus on Sri Lanka and Sri
Lankan Americans Serendipity Group

15 Temple based organizations (California,
Nevada, Oregoan, & Arizona)
21 Sri Lanka Associations
Nevada. Washington)

(California,

Sri Lanka Friendship Group
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®©F; 8 WS €W O
(orenTyLll@ rall &HesTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, going on the Answer that you have
given for Question No. 7(a) (iii) the ratio of the career
diplomats to professionals is 45 : 55 and | am sure with
the other five vacancies being filled it will be 60 :40.
That is not desirable because the ratio of intake into the
Embassy is basically to ensure professionalism. Why are
you allowing politicization to take place in such an
important Ministry?

@G PedsT g PBEI Ovm
(oreryflg anv@euilst gamwl epusvT )
(The Hon. Hussain Ahamed Bhaila )

Hon. Member, you might be aware that the
appointment of Heads of Missions is the sole prerogative
of His Excellency the President, because they represent
him and there is no necessity anywhere that it should be a
career diplomat or a non-career diplomat. But, if you see
the professional qualifications of the people, | am sure
you will agree that they are all professionals in various
fields who have been appointed as Heads of Missions.

®©35; 68 WS EI5NB2 OV
(oreryLfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Minister, as the Deputy Minister of the Ministry,
are you accepting and relegating your duty? In that case,
you can scrap the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

@0 YedsT gwdd DBEI Owm
(oressryLll@ apeGleuilssr samwl spLevT )
(The Hon. Hussain Ahamed Bhaila )

Pardon?

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 OV
(oreryLfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

You can scrap the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, if that is
the case. But, the intake needs to bring in professionalism
and ensure that they pursue their career in a manner that is
useful for the country.

@0 YetdsT gpwdd DBE dvwm
(oreryflE aps@euilsr gamwl epusvr )
(The Hon. Hussain Ahamed Bhaila )

Then, in that case we have to amend to amend the
Constitution where the appointment of Ambassadors is
concerned.

®©5; 08 S €925¥032) Wm0
(omevsrLll@ Tall & eI HTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, this is not the first time that such appointments
have taken place. There has been a 70:30 ratio that goes
on and | guess the necessity is to correct this The
politicization prospect is the problem in this society today.

2009 & 09
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@0 nedsT gvdd ABEI Owm

(orevsryLll@ apeGleFullsr samwl spLevT )

(The Hon. Hussain Ahamed Bhaila )

The answer to the third Supplementary Question is, |
am not aware of any ratio of 70:30 or anything.

Thank you very much.

®©F; 08 WS €W H O

(orenTyLll@ rall &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Let your practical experience earn that there has been
that ratio.

2000 g-z 46 ¢0z @®0885) 3-05QD%

B3 © g¢ @00 gBBw
2000 oy1b oy evvrLg6iT 46 21D @6V s HLOBH
I UleflmSBlFF L ib | eurrs@Gly efleusTulilsefler
2_Memiogeir

AGRARIAN DEVELOPMENT ACT, No. 46 OF 2000 : RIGHTS OF
TENANT FARMERS

0159/°09

8. 06 88n 5dS Pvm
(orevrLfl@ allgdls remralr)
(The Hon. Vijitha Ranaweera)

88O 630850 01 @08 ©edDr FRIMBDIeOBT ey
y@me,—(1):

(@)1 2000 g 46 ¢o @xIBLBD wDEND BBYD BHwWIIOm
BBe®sT ©eg g0GE ©o 0 9® @B & ¢ O,

(i) BBOs Drews’ e aBBmoOsTed a880:8m® ¢8® B
6]2153 é)é)zs";

On®s ¢¥emde?

(a0)(1) 2000 @ 46 ¢od ©@wDED) 808D BB oIS
0 0 5 WYL 8¢ ©md gBBDEHO
dems 88 988 BBOD Bwdd estesic,

(i) ezndesE O, gvn ©@DLED w@OEID
B.eRIVDB WO Edus WwisTesie;
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(@) 2000 @-m 46 ¢0 @S85 8308505 BB BWOm
BOe0xy uy ge ¢BBw a88 § gw 0dneds’ omy
GOy Bwo@le »Oed; wotm On®  wcwsy
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(1) ovndedn® g onie?
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aflesrm :

(o) (i) 2000yd oyevrigsir 460 Gevds HwHe LlalHssF

FL LS B L_(LpeDMLILI(BE S w6t Uilesreuri
Lilewsrds @3 EMHLD, GLomrg 605 E1HLD erHuL_(heTerest
STEITLIGN S U|LD,
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[0 B8 cendS ®wmn]

(<=4)() 200010 oy 6vmig6T 469410 @evEa SwHL LllallhdsF
FlLSws @QUdgF OFiig ySw FULcpeo@ireTenm

aurTrs@ly alleusruilsaflsr o fenwasemarts LITgIsTsE@LD

auemsUiled FWiILdhs BLaugdhend sTHLILTTT,
(i) @esr@msv Gugysiter swpev Ll BSSF FLLGwSH5
BwSsF Fwidliurymr
STOTUMSG Ijeui @)FFemud@d Csflailiumym?
(@) 20000 oy evrigeiT 46940 @evda swHL ILilallhssF
FLLSws BewL (PswDLILIBSSWSeT Liledresri eumyd @l

@) 1pH B 6T EHHSBT S
BLaUGdems WTESeTUMmS jeui GmlCNHeurym?

o fleweww 6T LILIHE 6T

(") @erCGmev, eredr?

asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and
Agrarian Services :

(a) Is he aware that,—

(i) conflicts and disputes have occurred after the
implementation of the Agrarian Development Act,
No. 46 of 2000; and

(ii) tenant farmers have been legally deprived of their
rights?

(b) Will he inform this House,—

(i) whether action will be taken to abolish the
Agrarian Development Act, No. 46 of 2000 and
present a new Bill so as to ensure the rights of
tenant farmers; and

(ii) if not, whether the above Agrarian Development
Act will be submitted after amendment?

(c) Will he state the measures that will be taken with
regard to those who lost their tenant rights after the
implementation of the Agrarian Development Act,
No. 46 of 2000?

(d) If not, why?
o6 ee@fuc Becdm Svm

(oressryLll@ ewwggliflumey AnfCaenr)
(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

(8)() ®2.
(i) @o.

(a0)(i) 2000 gom 46 ¢O» ©0dem w-DEAD BB FeNIE
@200 50 3B emIY® v ¢ @00 aBBDBHO
dem» 888 928ux BB Budd eon a».

(i) ov» () (1) 200 gcg ev0ed.

(@) @c @8 gBBewsy 8n 000D o emIdLsn
2080 vmm OB5T v @B BB BB »HO
sy O8sY 90nf S a». & ex)d acBs ¢ @5y
8 B0 @DE KD wiced.

208E0®sInd
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@085 w080 smB Y & 8O 6 DE-@ OB
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WHCE ouvd »OY ©GdD Do WO @ emdsIoe
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(&) @og ev0ed.

®©C; 88m CendC ®wmo

(orenrflg allgdls remalr)

(The Hon. Vijitha Ranaweera)

®od ug§ O» and yEm© @B, ©o gLIBBHOA.
2000 gom 46 ¢O5 @e8ED 830505 vmm B ®m §end
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asked the Minister of Local Government and Provincial
Councils :

(@ Will he inform this House —

(i) whether a National Independence Day function
was held in the Eastern Province on 4"
February 2009;

(ii) of the venue, if it was held;

(iii) of the names of the Ministers who took part in
this function; and

(iv) of the cost incurred on this function?
(b) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources :

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) of the number of divers who are engaged in
fishing as an occupation in our country; and

(ii) the number of licenced divers in each district?

(b) Will he inform this House whether he stated in a
debate in Parliament on 18.02.2009 that the
licences of divers will be cancelled?

(c) If he has stated so, will he state whether the
licences of divers will be cancelled after paying
them compensation?

(d) If not, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Services and Social Welfare for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Social Services and Social Welfare for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament." -
[ The Hon. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka.]
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Considered in Committee.

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 3, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 5 to 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clause 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 12 to 15 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.

16 &2 Byl tso0al/Bmmidewsy, s omd@seond @mdsus’
;500 BIa g9l Boewlw mom &

16 v oures SNBSS L UTHY FL L APVSHIOT LIGSMWITE
B)w5s Cousmrp)6loerds 1’1 enemuill i1 gy.

Clause 16, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 17 to 22 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Preamble as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time and passed.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
RAMALINGAM CHANDRASEKAR] took the Chair.
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Hon. Minister, | will say a few words in English so
that your officers will understand what | say and later
you can interact with them and give me a feedback.
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At this point, 1 want to say a few words about the
Kaluwanchikudi Depot. We are very thankful to you.
You have given us a number of buses. We are trying to
make it a depot that runs at a profit. We have a very good
manager. | always follow up its activities. | hold
meetings and advise the employees to be very punctual,
very responsible and to make profit. As | said in Tamil,
we have been given three acres of private land. We are
putting up an eight million rupee worth building there and
| hope you will be there to open that very soon. In
another one or two months’ time that building will be
ready.

Sir, we want a fuel shed. At present, we have to travel
about 30 kilometres to the Batticaloa town to pump fuel
for our buses. So, if you can give us a fuel shed - | know
your financial constraints, but | hope you will try to help
us by putting up even a small fuel shed there - then, it will
go a long way in helping our depot at Kaluwanchikudi.
We need two wells. But, of course, | have told the
employees to dig them up. That is a sandy area. So, it is
very easy to dig up wells in that area.

Secondly, | want to speak about our train service. We
have the Udayadevi Intercity Express train that leaves
Colombo at 10.30 a.m and reaches Batticaloa around
6.30 or 7.00 p.m. You know, Hon. Minister, that not only
people from Batticaloa travel by this train but also people
from Ampara, Inginiyagala, Pottuvil, Akkaraipattu and
Bakiella travel by this train. Now it is very popular and
we see a lot of Sinhalese people in our area. | went there
for a festival last week. | saw a number of shops at the
festival grounds and there were Sinhalese, Muslims and
Tamils. So, if you can advance the depature time of
this train to 8.00 or 9.00 a.m., it will reach Batticaloa
before dark. Then, people who travel by that can take
the connecting buses and go to Ampara or Inginiyagala
very easily. Unlike other means, trains are a very easy
method of transportation. Earlier also, about 10 or 15
years back, when the train reached Batticaloa, there were
two express buses: one for Inginiyagala and one for
Ampara, and within one hour's time people would reach
their destinations. So, please, look into this.

My  Friend from  Trincomalee, the Hon.
K. Thurairetnasingam is here. He is always worried about
the Trincomalee-Batticaloa train service. When | was
working in Trincomalee, | left Batticaloa at 5.00 a.m.,
came by an express train to Galoya around 7.00 or 7.15
a.m. and from there, there was a connecting train and
around 9.00 or 9.15 a.m. | was at Trincomalee. Within
four or four and a half hours | would be there.

Hon. Minister, we appreciate the good work that you
are doing. Even at the Committee Stage of the Budget
Debate | appreciated and thanked you. At some
meeting in Uva - | saw it on TV- you have said that all
the name boards should be in all three languages. We
really appreciate that. That is a very good decision taken
in the correct path. Even His Excellency speaks Tamil.
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I have said that at a number of meetings. So, only writing
the name in Tamil on the name boards is not a wastage of
money. The name boards at railway stations carry the
names in all three languages. It is so on the name boards
at post offices also. So, why do you want to antagonize
our people by omitting the Tamil words on these name
boards?
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(The Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. T. Kanagasabai)

Finally, 1 want to draw the attention of the Hon.
Minister of Highways to one matter. In Batticaloa, you
are repairing only the carpeted roads. From Colombo, it
has gone further down to Welikanda. They are repairing
the road very slowly and we are unable to go on the road.
They must do it fast. They are repairing most of the
culverts also but very slowly. You must do something in
this regard.

Once again | want to thank the Hon. Minister. | know
that there is a new GMR. | want him to get certain things
done. He could get them done in 15 minutes. The
Chairman of the SLTB is also very courteous and very
helpful. | must also thank your non-Cabinet Minister
who used to always sit by you. But, now | do not see him.
He is a Minister who is very loyal to you, Sir.

Thank you, very much.
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Government Whip)
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(The Hon A. M. M. Naoshaad)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Mr. Presiding Member, let me begin by thanking you
for giving me this opportunity to contribute to the Debate
on the Supplementary Estimate that is sought for the
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Ministry of Transport. | do not want to delve into the
arithmetic of the Estimate because when you look at the
key functions of the Sri Lanka Transport Board, you
know that of the eight key functions that you say you have
to deal with, three of them basically contribute to severe
losses. That is, the provision of transport for school
children, the provision of buses on uneconomic routes
and of course the provision of buses for special services,
et cetera.

What we should understand is that the transport service
and the highways are the backbone of our economy. If
we are unable to connect our villages, our towns and our
service centres together, we have a huge problem on our
hands. | remember one Member mentioning that it would
be ideal if highways and transport go together because it
has a symbiotic relationship. The Ministry of Highways
blames the Ministry of Transport for the damages and the
Ministry of Transport blames the Ministry of Highways
for the heavy cost of maintenances of buses.

Be that as it may, now what is essential is a good and
efficient transport service. | believe that the lack of
investment has been one issue. But, the biggest issue at
hand is your management of human resources. For that, |
cannot blame one government. We all know that the
SLTB has been a job bank for every government that
comes in. The biggest employment house has been either
the SLTB or the education sector or the health sector.
That is something that has come down. But, what is
important to understand is that, despite all this, despite the
political patronage, we are unable to run these units
economically because of political interference. It is not
one government alone but it is every government. For any
depot to function, you must have a strong manager. He
should be allowed to run that depot with set targets and on
top if he finds elements who are destructive, who are
cheating and who are not working, he should be given the
power to remove them. If you do not do that, you can
never profitably run a depot. You can dish out all the
propaganda you want. You can introduce any number of
buses, but if you cannot run those buses on the routes
economically, then you will always be incurring a loss.

Why does an employee steal? Why does a man steal?
That is because either he feels that he is underpaid or he is
not accountable. If he is underpaid, then that is one issue.
You will have to look at how much has to be paid for him
to be satisfied in his job. In the case of the SLTB, it is not
only the salary, but everything that goes with it - free
transport, et cetera. But, | feel the bigger problem is
accountability. Nobody is accountable for the minimum
revenue that there has to be on a route. | think the figures
for the year 2000 indicated that the cost for a kilometre
was around Rs. 63 and your income was only Rs. 40.
These two figures alone show that you have to be
subsidized. But, you know that you cannot be always
subsidized. There is a point at which you will have to
decide whether to privatize or dramatically change the
way things are being done. But, that change is very slow.
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I know the Hon. Minister and his assistant are working
together, working to a plan. But, if you are unable to
change the mindset of your employees and hold them
accountable - you can appoint whom you want, but that
person must be held accountable - and if he does not
deliver, he must go because | am sure there are umpteen
others waiting in the list asking you for the same
appointments. But, putting unfit people in places of vital
importance could cause problems because the public
sentiments are expressed most when it affects their daily
lives.

Now, when your transport system is not working and
when you drive in your car down the Parliament Road and
find people standing in bus halts, they surely have no
good words for you. They say, “Look, they are travelling
in air-conditioned comfort, we are standing in the bus halt
for the last half an hour, there is no bus, nobody cares for
us”. So, what is most important is, how you tackle your
human resource factor and that can only come if you are
firm. You put your people but put the right people and
hold them accountable to give you an “X” amount of
revenue for every kilometre they run. They have to do
that.

Now, going back to my electorate of Samanthurai - |
have spoken to the Hon. Minster once regarding the issues
that are there: very poor transport service and the most
affected are the school children and those who attend the
technical colleges and the universities. They are all
season-ticket holders. Now, I find that those children go
for lectures after 9.30 a.m. when the lectures start at 8.30
a.m. The reason is that there are no buses. They stand in
the bus halts at 2.30 in the afternoon not able to get back
home because there are no buses and nobody seems to
care. |, being an Opposition Member of Parliament,
there is a limitation to what | can do. | have met them; |
have written to them but they do not seem to care. So,
somebody has to take action to make sure that that
segment is served. We are an agricultural community.

Now in our area we start work after fajr prayer. That
is by 5.00 o’ clock in the morning, everybody is ready to
go to the fields. So, in those areas these vital sectors must
start functioning in keeping with the needs of the people.
There is no point in starting your service at 8.00 0’ clock
when the people start work at 5 0’ clock and by 6.30 or
7.00 in the evening they are back at home. We do not
need buses running in the nights because we do not move
about in the night. We are an agricultural community.
So, these things must be looked at and there should be
people’s participation. The depot managers must have an
advisory group from the area that they cover so that they
can become the owners of this. They will also contribute
towards running a depot effectively.

Then, one more issue that | wanted to take up was the
railway service from Colombo to Batticaloa. | think my
good Friend, the Hon. T. Kanagasabai touched on it.
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But, the timing has to be looked into only because
Batticaloa is almost 60 or 70 kilometres away from the
catchment area of the people who go in to take this train.
They have to travel one and a half or two hours to get to
the station and from the station. So, taking the
geographical features of that area we need to be able to
reschedule these trains. | have travelled in these trains in
my childhood and | am sure the timings are more relevant
to the condition of the tracks because the normal
passenger train from Colombo to Batticaloa takes eight
hours and forty five minutes and the express train, the
Intercity takes seven hours and fifty five minutes. So, the
difference is very little. The "express" feature of it is not
there and | believe -
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, | was just speaking about the
railway service from Colombo to Batticaloa and vice
versa and | believe the speed constraint comes, maybe,
from Welikanda or from Polonnaruwa to Batticaloa. That
may be the stretch where there is a constraint of speed
because of the bad maintenance over these years. But, we
need to look at the timing of these trains. Now, the night
train from Batticaloa starts at 7.15. No problem. It is
expected to arrive in Colombo at 4 o’ clock in the
morning. That is ideal because then the people who take
that train can easily attend work on that day but the
Intercity starts at 10.30 in the morning and is scheduled to
reach Batticaloa by 6.25 p.m. and taking into
consideration the condition of the track, it normally ends
up at 7.15 p.m. Now, there we have a huge problem
because the train services and the bus services are not
coordinated. The train journey ends there and there is one
lonely bus for 300 or 400 people to go. And, at 7 o’ clock
in the night they are stranded when they have to travel 60
kilometres. So, we need to advance this to depart
probably at 8 o’ clock in the morning and get there at 4 o’
clock in the evening. | know your constraints because of
your schedule between Polgahawela and Colombo;
maybe. But, you need to find a way for these trains to slip
out so that it serves the purpose and again coming back
from Batticaloa to Colombo, the night train is fine. The
mail train starts at 8.15 p.m. and comes here at 4.52 a.m..
Even if it delays it still gets in by 6 o' clock. That is fine.
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But, there again, it starts in the morning at 7.45. when
people from 60 kilometres away have to get in there. |
would suggest that it be pushed back to 8.30 a.m. for it to
arrive here at 4.30 p.m.

I know it is easy talking numbers and giving you times
but there are other constraints which you need to look
into. But, this | would feel is an ideal arrangement and
what is more important is that when these trains arrive we
must make sure that there are sufficient buses to connect
to the catchment areas like, as far as Pottuvil,
Inginiyagala, Mahaoya. All these people now will get
drawn to the Batticaloa station to take the train from
Batticaloa to Colombo. In fact, | am doing it now and |
have a complaint there that all the bookings have to be
done in Batticaloa. So, it is unfair by the people in the
periphery. By the time we get to Batticaloa there is
nothing left. So, | believe that the SLTB can come into
this and the depots can be given a certain allocation of the
reserved seats to an "X" number of hours per day. Say by
12.00 noon, all the seats that are not booked can be taken
back by the station and utilized. Maybe the depot at
Kalmunai, the depot at Ampara and the depot at
Akkaraipattu be given a certain allocation of the reserved
seats or the berths so that we can make our reservations
there and travel to Batticaloa being sure that we can get a
reserved seat. So, if this bus-train coordination can be
made, | am sure the Batticaloa-Colombo route will
become a very profitable route as it was in those days.
That is ideal for you to get in at Batticaloa and end up at
Maradana or at Fort. That is what we did in our school
days.

I am very happy that there is a very strong ministerial
team. | have no complaints and | do not want to pick
holes in this. But, it is a Herculean task. It is not a simple
task because of the human resource factor. That is your
biggest problem and we, as Members of the Opposition,
are ever-willing to support any constructive measure that
is taken to improve this sector and thereby help the
growth of our economy.

Thank you.
[a. 0. 1.47]
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(The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - Minister of Road
Passenger Transport)
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Order for consideration of Bill, as amended (in the Standing
Committee), read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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