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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m., MR . SPEAKER [THE HON.
W.J. M. LOKUBANDARA] in the Chair.
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(@) @G, sreir?

asked the Minister of Trade, Marketing Development,
Co-operatives and Consumer Services,:

(@ Will he inform this House—

(i) the date that the State Trading Co-operative
Wholesale Company Limited thought of being
brought into existence;

(ii) the date that it was really existed;

(iii) the capital of the Company along with the
names of the directors and share holders;

(iv) all the imports to-date from the date it was
incorporated;

(v) whether tenders were called; and

(vi) if so, the names and the prices of the tenders
along with the final recommendations of the
Cabinet Approved Tender Board (CATB)?

(vii) the total turnover and profits of the Company
to-date on monthly basis;

(viii) the profit and turnover ratio; and

(ix) the market share held by the State Trading Co-
operative Wholesale Company Limited?

(b) Will he state, the number of shops registered on
district basis as Consumer Trading Outlets in the
country?

() If not, why?
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* Annexure tabled :

(vi)

Minco International Pvt Ltd. India

D. G. Khan Cement Co. Ltd. Pakistan
Patra Imexpo Trading Co.  Pakistan
Transcontinental Impex Co. China

120,000MT@ 81.00 C&F
75,000 MT@ 82.00 C&F
120,000MT@ 82.00 C&F
120,000MT@ 99.00 C&F

Company Country  Quantity Price
1. Lucky Cement Ltd Pakistan  120,000MT@ 74.50 C&F
2. Oasis Marketing Pvt. Ltd Indonesia 120,000MT@ 76.35 C/F
3. Star Trading Co. Pvt. Ltd. Pakistan  120,000MT@ 80.00 C&F
4. Patra Imexpo Trading Co. Pakistan  120,000MT@ 80.50 C&F
5.
6.

~

8. British Lanka Trading Pvt. China 120,000MT@ 127.00
Ltd. CIFFO
9. Stellar Global Pte. Ltd. Singapore 120,000MT@ 138.00

(in bulk)

The present procurement procedure is that all tenders to be awarded
should be approved by the Board of Directors.
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(%) QHTGPeD, sysir?

asked the Minister of Fisheries

Resources:

and Agquatic

(@  Will he inform this House—

(i) whether foundation stones have been laid for
the construction of a number of anchorages in
the year 2008;

(ii) if so, the places where such foundation stones
have been laid; and

(iii) as to when the relevant foundation stones were
laid?
(b) Will he state—
(i) whether construction work has commenced in

the places where the above foundation stones
have been laid; and

(ii) if so, the names of such places?
(c) Ifnot, why?
oS BESeS evedch Bwmn
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sTTLINS e @Dl Heurym?
(@) @)erGmev, s76dr?

asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and
Agrarian Services:

(&) Will he inform this House separately—

(i) the amount of financial allocation that has been
made for the home garden cultivation projects
in the Baddegama Divisional Secretary’s
Division of the Galle District from the year
2006 to 2008, under the ‘Api Wawamu - Rata
Nagamu’ programme;

(ii) the amounts allocated for the above -
mentioned projects by the Ministry of
Agriculture, the Provincial Ministry of

Agriculture, the decentralized fund and the
Provincial Council Members’ Fund; and

(iii) the number of cultivators who carried out home
garden cultivations in the years 2006 and 2008
and the relevant extent of land with relevance
to each year?

(b) Will he state—

(i) the programme that has been planned for the
year 2009 to provide more encouragement to
home garden cultivators than in the year 2008;
and

(if) the amount of money expected to be allocated
to the aforesaid Divisional Secretary’s Division
for this purpose?

(c) If not, why?
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(@) @s1Cmsv, sresr?

asked the
Resources,:

Minister ~ of Fisheries and  Aquatic

(a) Will he inform this House,—
(i) whether a pension scheme for fishermen is
being implemented,;
(ii) of the percentage of money to be paid by the
fishermen to become contributors of this
pension scheme; and

(iii) of the number of fishermen who receive the
pension by now?

(b) Will he state—

(i) whether the Government makes a financial
contribution for the above mentioned pensions;
and

(i) if so, the percentage of money so contributed
by the Government?

(c) If not, why?
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18 65 168 2720 4167
19 68 164 2810 3833
20 70 160 2900 3500
21 73 156 2980 3167
22 75 152 3060 3000
23 78 148 3140 2833
24 80 144 3210 2667
25 83 140 3280 2500
26 85 136 3350 2333
27 88 132 3420 2167
28 90 128 3480 2000
29 93 124 3540 1833
30 95 120 3590 1667
31 100 116 3740 1583
32 108 112 3980 1500
33 113 108 4120 1417
34 118 104 4240 1367
35 125 100 4450 1333
36 130 96 4560 1317



2009 &4 25 1172

1171
Oases ewdws gz 228 D908  @a8m 8go®
298w ¢ ;. D52 Jolles &9 .
37 135 92 4660 1300
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42 168 72 5230 1217
43 180 68 5480 1200
44 190 64 5630 1183
45 200 60 5740 1167
46 215 56 5970 1150
47 228 52 6080 1133
48 245 48 6280 1117
49 263 44 6410 1100
50 273 40 6290 1083
51 283 36 6120 1067
52 295 32 5930 1050
53 320 28 5890 1033
54 350 24 5780 1017
55 8059 345 20 4990 1000
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(The Hon P. Harrison on behalf of The Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella)
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@) @G, seir?

asked the Minister of Petroleum and Petroleum
Resources Development :

(@ Is he aware that the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation owes US dollars 1.8 million to
banks owing to the Hedging Agreement it has
signed with a number of banks?

(b) Will he submit to this House the amount of
money that should be paid to each bank for the
reason mentioned above?

(c) If not, why?
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(@) @18, ereir?

asked the Minister of Fisheries

Resources:

and Aquatic

(@) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether relief has been granted to fishermen
for the longline method by the Government in
the year 2008; and

(ii) if so, the number of fishermen who have been
provided with such relief in each district?

(b) Will he state as to what steps have been taken to
encourage fishermen towards adopting the longline
method?

(c) If not, why?
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control of his Minister, exercise supervision over the departments of
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It states, | quote:

"The Chief of Defence Staff shall function under the direction,
supervision and control of the Secretary to the Ministry...."
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Sir, permit me to continue in English. Now, this Bill
provides for the appointment of the Chief of Defence
Staff to co-ordinate the activities between the armed
forces and the Ministry of Defence; for the establishment
of the Committee of the Chief of Defence Staff; -850z
s BB ed®exd Om macdesexl.- and provides for the
functions of the Chief of Defence Staff. The important
thing, Hon. Prime Minister, is that this will give legal
status to the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence to
execute the powers which are vested with the President
as the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. That is
what exists today. Of course the Committee is there
today as well but here, we are legalizing the situation.

Now, the most important thing is that the Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence becomes virtually the Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. We have not
seen that earlier even though informally he exercises
certain powers. Today we are giving legal status to the
Secretary. That is, when the totality of the provisions of
the Bill is taken into consideration, he is the authority
from whom all actions will flow. According to the Bill,
the Chief of Defence Staff will only play the role of a co-
ordinator. That is just a decoration, | think. | do not
know whether there is provision for somebody who is not
necessary to be the head of one of the forces, to be placed
in a high position. But, the important thing is, it is the
Secretary who will run the show. At a glance it creates
the impression that it is a legislation to give more powers
to the Chief of Defence Staff. | mean, that is what the
Bill states. This Bill is ultimately going to give full
powers to the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence.

At present, the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence is
only a financial controller. That is the legal side of a
secretary, because he is responsible to Parliament with
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regard to all monetary matters. But with this Bill, he gets
all the powers. At present, he has no powers to order
deployment of troops or to open military camps. As
referred to earlier, he could cause these actions with the
powerful position that he now enjoys. In reality, the
powers to do so are vested legally with the commanders
of the armed forces. The commanders of the armed forces
are the people who decide on the deploying of troops,
recruitments and other actions within the three forces.

Then, Sir, the Bill - of course, it will become law,
there is no problem - makes it virtually impossible for an
officer from the Public Service to function as the
Secretary to the Ministry of Defence. It shuts out the
Civil Service. Any person outside the defence circle will
have no chance to become the Secretary. It becomes clear
when a complete study of the Bill is done, that a person
with military experience is required to be the Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence. This means the post will
always be for a retired military officer. In the past, there
has been a clamour throughout that civil personnel be
appointed as the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence.

Then Clause 2 (1) of the Chief of Defence Staff Bill
states, | quote

“The President shall appoint from among the persons presently
serving as Commander of the Army, the Commander of the Navy or the
Commander of the Air Force as the case may be, an officer to be the
Chief of Defence Staff.”

Well, the comment that we have to make on that is,
this in effect shuts the door for retired military officers
who are deemed fit and proper to be appointed as Chief of
Defence Staff. That is just a comment. This is in contrast
to the appointment of commanders of the armed forces
where the President as the Commander-in-Chief could
appoint a person he deems fit and proper. In this instance,
only a serving Commander of the Army, Navy or Air
Force will become eligible to be appointed as the Chief of
Defence Staff.

Clause 2 (2) of the Bill states, I quote:

“The Chief of Defence Staff shall function under the direction,
supervision and control of the Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister
in charge of the subject of Defence......... ”

This provision is both important and significant. For the
first time in the post-independent era of Sri Lanka, the
Secretary to the Ministry of Defence is being placed on
top of the commanders of the armed forces and the Chief
of Defence Staff. Now, this is the point which I am
trying to drive at; that the Defence Secretary becomes
all powerful, not the commanders of the three armed
forces. This Bill seeks to give sanction, authority to that.
On the other hand, this places severe restrictions on the
functioning of the Chief of Defence Staff.

Although there is a postion of Chief of Defence
Staff, it is the Secretary who wields all the powers. The
Chief of Defence Staff would only perform under the
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direction, supervision and control of the Secretary. So, it
is merely creating another position in the Defence
Ministry. On the other hand, the powers previously
exercised by the Chief of Defence Staff and all the
commanders of the armed forces particularly with regard
to operational aspects, will now be vested in the
Secretary to the Ministry of the Defence.

The relevant provisions very clearly spells out how
the Secretary becomes all powerful.

Clause 10(1) of the Bill states, I quote:

“At the request of the Secretary, an officer or servant of any public
corporation may, with consent of such officer or servant and the
governing board of such public corporation, be temporarily appointed to
the staff of the office of the Chief of Defence Staff for such period as
may be determined by the Secretary, on such terms and conditions as
may be agreed upon by the Secretary and the governing board of such
corporation. “

That is what Clause 10(1) of the Chief of Defence Staff
Bill states. What we have to say about that is, this
provision will permit the Secretary to absorb into the
office of the Chief of Defence Staff any employer from
any State corporation or statutory board. In other
words, any Government supporter - now this is what is
most important - could become a member of the apex
military authority. He could first be recruited by a State
corporation or statutory board and later seconded to the
staff of Chief of Defence Staff by the Secretary. This
will be a mechanism to recruit political cronies including
retired officers. This will further politicize the armed
forces hitherto we were trying to keep independent.

Clause 12(1) of the Bill states, | quote:

“The Minister may, in consultation with the Secretary, make rules
generally for the efficient functioning of the Ministry of the Minister in
charge the subject of Defence, and in particular in respect of the
following matters:-"

Clause 12(1) (a) and (b) deals with the dress code
and the conduct and duties and functions of the officers.
Here, once again the Secretary will be empowered to
exercise an undefined and wider range of powers
through this provision. You see the provisions are very
carefully drafted and put into this Bill indirectly giving
the sole authority to the Secretary. This is on the grounds
that they are required - of course there is very good
terminology,  "for the efficient functioning of the
Ministry ...." The Secretary to the Ministry of Defence
will have, in other words, very wide powers. These
observations are only made to have a deeper study of all
the provisions of this Bill.

Then Sir, there is another aspect to this. Clause 3(1)
states, | quote:

“The Chief of Defence Staff shall, subject to the pleasure of the
President, ....”

- it is mentioned by the Prime Minister -

" ..for a term of two years."

- and there is an amendment coming into that.
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After that, further appointments to be made on the
will and pleasure of the President. Now, the comment
that we have to make is the tenure of the Chief of
Defence Staff is being restricted to two years - subject to
the amendment - with the President having the powers to
re-appointment him in a time of public emergency. This
clearly shows that the term of the office of the Chief of
Defence Staff at the end of two years is subjected to a
time of public emergency. This, together with the
provision debarring the Chief of Defence Staff holding
his substantive appointment, further devalues this office.

Those are matters of interpretation. Clause 8(2) states,
| quote:

“ The Secretary may also recruit staff if it be so necessary for the
office of the Chief of Defence Staff, in accordance with the
administrative regulations.......... "

Then, Clause 8(3) states, I quote:

“Where armed forces personnel are deployed for service in the
office of the Chief of Defence Staff....... "

- from the three forces.

There, what we have to say is, for the first time the
Secretary to the Ministry of Defence is arming himself
with powers to select State officers - you are moving
away from all rules and norms of Public Service - to be
posted to this apex military authority. The office of the
Chief of Defence Staff, in addition, is also arming himself
to select military officers for secondment to the office of
the Chief of Defence Staff. Wide powers with regard to
the Committee and the office that is going to function in
the Ministry of Defence is centred round the Secretary.
This Clause is dangerous because as observers have said,
it could be the beginning of a rapid politicization of the
armed forces. We are not against the Bill but the fact that
there is a gap provided for politicizing the administration
and the control of the armed forces. That is the complaint
that we would like to make to this House. So, the House
must consider this because this is very, very important.

Of course, the country has got rid of terrorism and
now we are moving towards peace. But, we will never
know at what stage that there could be emerging threats
that would come on this country, whether it be terrorism
or any other form of danger that may emanate. In such
situations, | cannot be happy with some of these
provisions giving enormous and unlimited powers to the
Secretary to the Ministry of Defence.

O DOIBNEDROB, 0® smE o®mYOBHO OB
©8@ITImimen BEO ¢dand. @0m» »ED BovmyWEDd
enBges I emIren. 2 0® weITIW™STww
BBon O W ¢0Eede 88 ¢Bmrd, ¢BnlsI® Swoc
ACHC B eCHORD DG Bedm 0. 1y B85
Belews. 9 9288l 88F B0 e® nmnd
oY 9O Ofes B Om »OB 00 WmEX evTH®
e eD. eOmHE NEDI® Bewdss FPpwrHpemr eEHmO
eOm. woewdcdewd ececsn Bw yadmwew . I®
eAG® WO ot HyOOE dB. Y vy WL



1195

B IHNE 0® Ced edrmemw dmE O I® g8n
oo e0edd. Sov® Je® edmmE ©gd® wwen
DEBOBE ©n 0D 98 Bedmdr. & B e® dennd
o1 ®EBN WS ICTD Bwo O° 0@ Bn®ens’ 9E oS
DO, O yEdm» ecwn Beadmr. »e§ O ydmae
508, ©® eCmODIWmed ICHE. VY PeBLDHO O1OEHed
BBy gD 8Ee®@xndd Do Busizy € B3Imdg
Bem Om. 0®me, o eadEdEm yBw O Bwsesy
eCWOR®O ©v®;mB. o O» Wowmw, ¢BOn ICHE
oCH»ON® 0dn 5080 NESY 0@ 8led »IFDLE e®
0ed g1 08¢ Bum Om. Im YhHoIHDcwd sOWB ¢
B ydme 0@ 20Ed0Hedd g8 e® i ©®d HPed
DIBTD I @BB. I Bew w@Emer 91000 ¢8 o® sms
omg®un0 o Osiesy . 00wl BGdRD Bxvew
ooy mwi. 00w g0exd. 0®m Dicon Wmbewa. o®
8w BosmmEd BBon 0 exndges ac I»
BBon BB oxten cFwws ©3. 85 @ wsmns
emYdvery gl BB O ICH TO & OO
BB @® CBw6 ©YLEBO DD BWd BB SN @O
Beamdr. I nO8 Bednm yadme. LSHAE.

DYDZNB2HDS)

(sumpTWST Sj6uisHsiT)

(Mr. Speaker)

©e® A8, Sewd Bedstery vo BERE evedcs
HOBR®ed 9D, YT owd 0 OIFOcew s ©d O&.
08, »O0TD B OFGed HO Fowme wewo
ewdBsn HOBIB).

®6; BOE sF@Ez ™

(oreryfl@ LNwsd rHprwIsses)

(The Hon. Bimal Ratnayake)

®0 DOINEDROB, "o D8. 898. »OIFTD Deden
o Gowms 0B Yre'"8 ® ewddnn WOB.

®©G e, 8. EBTD OHm0
(oressrLll@ Bs. 1g. LVTVSTHS)
(The Hon. K. D. Lalkantha)

E8sY t9SS oz 8.
2 CLom GBS mi.
Seconded.

gamw S8z &, e wd&z Seo.
flearr G5B LILIL (B) TSI TeTaTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.

aHE 200202980 Grwmewsy 9O Hewsy, @d DS, 56.
20020 DI Bwms §oeszacie) Scs.

YBOT LD, FUTBTUWST YUTHET Y%BTTFTSS s 60Ty
YsVGa, 1TRTLIG W6Y. 6TID. [BUTEHEOT LIHTL T HEWEVEHLD
UBG ST 5677

Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON. Y.M.
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Whereupon THE HON. Y.M. NAVARATNE BANDA left the
Chair, and MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE
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[ ©a. 11.50]

@0 8. ©8®usIesT Pwmo
(omessTLOl@ oy, FIDLIGHSG6T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

| am following, Sir, my good Friend, the Hon. Wimal
Weerawansa who made a rather fiery speech. But, | shall
be quite calm in my presentation.

The office of the Chief of Defence Staff is one that
exists even today. It is not something new. But, by virtue
of this Bill, it is being given a legal status. Clause 5 (a)
to (n) specifies and defines the powers of the Chief of
Defence Staff. | do not have the time, Sir, to deal with the
various powers vested in this office, but when one reads
Clause 5 (a) to (n), one can see that the powers are very
wide, powers are all-encompassing, dealing with a
multitude of aspects and indeed has a very, very wide
range of powers. If one looks at Clause 2 (2) of the Bill,
Sir, one finds that the Chief of Defence Staff will
function under the direction, supervision and control of
the Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister in charge of
the subject of Defence. There is no reference to the
Defence Minister in the Bill or in that Clause and the
Defence Minister, as we know, at present is the President
of the country. The Hon. John Amaratunga dealt with this
question at some length and | do not propose to deal with
it any longer.

When one looks at the rationale behind the Bill, one
would see what all this thinking about is and why all this
strategy is being formulated. Do you have some external
enemy, any neighbouring country, whom you are worried
about? 1 do not think so. | do not think this country has
any external enemy. You probably think that you have an
internal enemy. You have vanquished your internal
enemy.

I think everyone in the world today accepts that the
LTTE and their military force no longer exists. But
then, still you seem to think that you need an internal
enemy or will have an internal enemy. Why do you think
like that? Why are you being paranoid? When one
looks at the rationale behind this Bill, one begins to think
that you want to extend the war-psychosis in this country
and then in fact you are being paranoid and you want this
war-psychosis to continue. We do not want it to continue.
The LTTE is over. The LTTE has come to an end. We
want that to be a final end. We do not want violence in
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this country any longer; not from the Government, not
from the armed forces, not from the LTTE or from
anybody else.

Sir, when one looks at this whole Bill, one begins to
think that there is a desire on the part of the Government
to continue with the militarization of this country and that
is something we are not happy about. Of course, you
have the armed forces in this country today. What
percentage of the armed forces represent the minorities in
this country? The Tamils, Muslims and Malays are
almost 25 per cent of the country. Almost 97 per cent,
98 per cent, 99 per cent of the armed forces personnel
belong to the majority community.  According to the
media, you are going to recruit a further 100,000 to the
armed forces. Are you going to recruit 25 per cent Tamil-
speaking persons - Tamils, Muslims - or, are you going to
create once again entirely a majoritarian armed force? |
would very strongly say, Sir, that the LTTE must not be
made an excuse or a justification for further militarization
of this country and to preserve this concept of
militarization, everything is being done with a military
dimension. There is a Tamil question in this country.
There is no question about it but it must be dealt with
politically. The Tamil question cannot be dealt with
militarily. There can be no military solution to the Tamil
question.  The Tamil question must be dealt with
politically. It would be a grave mistake for anyone to
think that the Tamil question can be vanquished militarily.
It certainly cannot be. It will never be vanquished
militarily. It must be dealt with politically across the
negotiating table and there must be a solution to that
question. And, I do not think a Bill of this nature or a law
of this nature which seeks to further militarize the entire
environment in this country and bring even all political
processes under some form of military control, can ever
contribute to a solution of the Tamil question. | think that
must be very clearly understood.

I want to further state, Sir, that the non-emergence of
an organization such as the LTTE can be ensured only
politically and not militarily. You are trying to militarize
the environment; you are thinking that the Tamil
population can be subjugated militarily and this must
inevitably, at some point of time in the future, lead to a
situation where there would be the emergence of yet
another military organization. But, if you would deal with
that question politically and arrive at a political solution,
you will negate the need for a military solution and there
can be peace and tranquility in this country.

Sir, 1 want to say that we want demilitarization; we
want our people to live in peace, we want our people to
move freely and we want to carry on our occupation,
farming, fishing, animal husbandry and cottage industries.
We do not want the entire area to be militarized. We want
our social and cultural activities to take place in an
environment of peace and tranquility, not in a military
environment and we, therefore, insist upon
demilitarization. Militarization was an inevitable result
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of the presence of the LTTE, but with the LTTE no longer
being there and no longer being a military force, there is
no need for further militarization.

Beradtis m0m ewsBn®o
(ewdsefler LNrsls saillFrari ojeuissr)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@0 b, ©dsxsTesT Owmo
(omessrLL0l@ <. FIDLIHS6T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Yes, Sir, I am concluding. | was glad to read in
today's papers that with regard to the food and medicine
sent by the Tamil diaspora, particularly from the UK, the
Government has agreed to land these items and distribute
them to the IDPs. There are in all 531 pallets containing
food and medicine, worth Sterling Pounds 85,515. | have
got a copy of the invoice with me. We are thankful to the
Government for taking that step. That is a good step. We
are thankful to the Government of India for requesting
the Sri Lankan Government that that step be taken. We
want to thank the diaspora for having sent those items to
these unfortunate people. We would also request the
Government in furtherance of the good steps you have
taken to take steps early to have these items distributed
amongst the IDPs in Vanni and elsewhere.

Thank you, Sir.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [ The Hon. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka.]
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Considered in Committee.

[MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES in the Chair.]
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CLAUSE 1.- (Short title and date of operation.)
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(The Hon. Rathnasiri Wickramanayake)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

@0 Bewdess ©winBn®a, - [l B3]

@G SFET BDp@rrwm Swme
(wreryll@ réerdn) afldssriopmids)
(The Hon. Rathnasiri Wickramanayake)

What is that?
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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(The Hon. Rathnasiri Wickramanayake)

oE»® is always answerable.
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

If you give an assurance, then there is no problem.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 1, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.

20 Owslfe oms emQ@send omideus’ 0,500 Hdw g o8
Bewlw 20 &

2 oyb UTFHL) FL L CAPVGBIOT LIGHMWITE (3) 1555 Cersot(h)6lwerd;
HL1_ewemuil_ L1’ 1 gy

Clause 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 3.— (Term of office & c., of the Chief of Defence Staff)
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 4 to 10 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendments put, and agreed to.
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Clauses 11, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Clauses 12 to 16 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Long Title as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported with Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the

Third time, and passed.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.
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“Larviciding (including Bti) should only be considered as a
complementary measure to basic sanitation and environmental
management.”
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“Reasons for non recommendation of operational use of Bti in Sri
Lanka following trials with Cuban product;”
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“1.  Short duration of effective action to control vector mosquito
species Anopheles &
Aedes in breeding sites - up to 7 - 10 days only.”
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"2.  Cuban Bti product not registered with the WHO as safe for
use in Public Health

Programmes.

3. Bti is yet not clearly recommended for use in pota ble water
used for human

consumption.

4. Very foul smelling product, lot of public opposition to
spraying in containers.
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5. Logistical problems to reapply Bti every 7 - 10
days."
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“Ref:: Dengue Fever - Cuban experts request.
I am pleased to acknowledge reception of your letter of June 3,

2009 regarding the willing of the Government of Sri Lanka to
invite and sponsor (01) specialist to in dengue from Cuba. | would
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like to inform that | conveyed your request to my government and
they are preparing the conditions to send 2 experts in the coming
days.”
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana)
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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It being 4.30 p.m., MR.
Parliament without Question put.
Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Friday,
26th July, 20009.

PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
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