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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Healthcare

and Nutrition and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena - Minister of Child
Development and Women’s Empowerment)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Thissa Vitharana - Minister of Science and
Technology)

Hon. Speaker, | present the -

(i) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Accreditation Board for
Conformity Assessment for the year 2006; and
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(i) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Standards Institution for
the year 2007

And move that these reports be referred to the
Consultative Committee on Science and Technology.
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SOCIETY OF STRUCTURAL, ENGINEERS OF SRI LANKA
(INCORPORATION) BILL

Report on the Bill intituled “An Act to incorporate the
Society of Structural engineers of Sri Lanka” . - [The
Hor. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne].
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Bill ordered to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 17th
February, 2009.
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@0 @008 SBEn SedIRD Bvm

(oreryLil@ (weugdlw seOTHIS)) 2 wevs W weuiger)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana)
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Bill, as reported by Standing Committee ““A” to be considered upon
Tuesday, 17th February, 20009.
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(The Hon. C. P. D. Bandaranaike - Minister of Religious
Affairs)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)
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(o) “Badler stwmi”
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(i) Qameireuesrey QFwiiLl L aflensy wWTEHETLMSWLD
Sjeuir @FFemuuiled gymlalliiumyr?
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@) wridlesr, sTliGuirg) QUL L Q& eTLHSULD,

(i) ospars Castalliugslr BeoLewp LisTubHmL
ul g pLILesT, 9% TICLITOHETLIN S U LD,

(iii) oeueurmy Quplul’ L allTEThIGERSETET  LIGHTLD
QEISsLIL L SglituenL, GFgssiiul L. CgTens
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() () ®s$sms OiusmLuled QupLiul L allbrersisEns
&1%  @Dewpeuswr CFEssiiul L CsTens T
Talwrs seflssesilurs seuer6ealsTLemg |,

(i) Paieweus Qsrews G mLLilsr, g sTeusuarGloussr
LIGDGU|LD

Seui GmliGeuryr?

(o) @erCmev, syesr?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Management
and Minister of Ports and Aviation, :

(@  Will he inform this House whether the aircraft
owned by ‘Mihin Air’ have been purchased or
whether they have been obtained on lease?

(b)  Will he inform this House,—

(i) the procedure followed in purchasing the
aforesaid aircraft, if they have been
purchased; and

(i)  the price at which they were purchased?

()  Will he submit to this House,—

(i) the date on which the leased aircraft were
obtained if there are aircraft that have been
obtained on lease;

(ii)  if tender procedure was followed in obtaining
them, the date on which it was done; and

(iii)  the basis on which money was paid for
aircrafts obtained in this manner, the amount
of money that was paid and the relevant
conditions?

(d) Will he state,—

(i) separately, the amount of money that has
been paid monthly up to now for the aircraft
that have been obtained on lease; and

(i)  the amounts of money outstanding, if there
are any?

(e) If not, why?

@G 50 &3 Qs Ovmn (9D eefd Bewdes
&®o52€0)

(wrewryll@ F7H GLITT Geurrder - aflwrear CFemeugser Ly
S|DLOFEFIT)

(The Hon Sarath Kumara Gunaratne —Deputy Minister of
Aviation)
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Annex-1

Aircraft No. Total sum  Security Initial Monthly  Date for

Contracted deposit  payment install monthIy\

(USD) paidat madeat ment payment

Outset outset (USD) deadline
(USD) (USD) (USD)
A 320 11,014,450.55 805,000 Nil 805,000 10days in
Advance
A 321 9,204,984.18 962,000 Nil  962,000* 07 days in
750,000 advance
F-27 597,096.77 75,000 Nil  25,000*  10th of
45,000 each
Month

* - From May 2007 to August 2007-USD 962,000
From September 2007 to March 2008-USD 750,00

** - From Mareh 2007 to February 2008-USD 25,000
From March 2008 to July 2008-USD 45,000

The applicable conditions for the above leases are as follows;

1. Payment of Security Deposit

2. Payments to be made in advance to cover a number of
months

3. Monthly installments to be payable in each month before a
certain date

Annex-I1
(US$

Month Aircraft-A 320  Aircraft-A 321 Aircraft-F 27
March 2007 805,000.00 962,000.00 75,000.00
March 2007 25,000.00
April 2007 889,326.00 25,000.00
May 2007 805,000.00 962,000.00 25,000.00
June 2007 805,000.00 962,000.00 25,000.00
July 2007 805,000.00 962,000.00 25,000.00
August 2007 805,000.00 962,000.00 25,000.00
September 2007  805,000.00 750,000.00 25,000.00
October 2007 805,000.00 750,000.00 25,000.00
November 2007  795,000.00 600,000.00 25,000.00
December 2007 540,000.00 762,527.00 25,000.00
January 2008 1,360,000.00 734,000.00 25,000.00
February 2008 400,000.00 25,000.00
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Month Aircraft-A 320  Aircraft-A 321 Aircraft-F 27
March 2008 815,000.00 755,890.00 42,096.77
April 2008 430,124.55 25,000.00 45,000.00
May 2008 45,000.00
June 2008 45,000.00
July 2008 45,000.00
Total paid 11,014,450.55 9,187,917.00 597,096.77
Total payment
Contracted 11,030,132.01 9,204,984.18 597,096.77
Outstanding
Balance as at 15,681.46 17,067.18 -

31.07.2008
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal

Administration and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order :

(a) Will he inform this House,—

(i) of the number of families that lost their places
of residence and the number of houses
destroyed due to the Tsunami that struck the
Island on 26" December, 2004; and;

(i) the number of families provided with
permanent houses or compensation to live in a
permanent house, so far, with state
intervention?
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(b) Will he state,—

(i) the number of families provided with
permanent houses by various organizations and
individuals with no direct intervention of the
Government;

(if) the number of families whose housing problem
has thus been solved;

(iii) the number of families that lost their houses
due to the Tsunami and are still languishing for
want of permanent houses; and

(iv) on district basis, the number of families which
live in temporary shelters, having lost their
permanent houses in the Tsunami?

(¢) If not, why?
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Hon. Minister, according to your reply, the largest
number of houses which are yet to be built is in the
Ampara District -
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Four hundred and fifty four houses, which is not the
largest.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

As Actually it is a large number. 465 houses are
pending, particularly in the Kalmunai area. Though
promises had been given that land will be filled and
houses built, several NGOs which had promised money
had gone back because the Government had failed to give
the required land. Now, along with that, a constituent
party of the Government has filed action in the Supreme
Court against some houses being handed over to Muslims
in Norachcholai and Akkaraipattu saying that that belongs
to a sacred area. Now, what is the action you are going to
take to see that these houses which have been built for the
tsunami victims will not be sacrificed on an issue which
has no basis whatsoever. Now, on one side there is the
issue of 465 houses that have still not been built and on
the other unnecessary communal issue has been raised
through an action in the Supreme Court denying the
rightful owners being given houses in the Ampara
District.

06 Lotd eadiin dwm

(wrevryifl@ $Bevreis @ swrouigeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

O ®OBNEWROB, eumy ¢ YE»WO B8Ens &
Beadmdr. g@mimed dwiw 0085 sDhAm ecwm o
@m0 ¢80 BGiuemen sy ® gem® v

208E0®sInd

1150

@5 S S B Oz

(omessryLll@ paylt amd&in)
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There are 465 houses to be built. What action is the
Government taking?
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Now do you accept that the matter is before the
Supreme Court?
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No, that is a different matter. Let us forget about that.
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It is you who mentioned that the matter is before the
Supreme Court. And, | know that the Supreme Court
made an inspection also - (Interruption.) You cannot twist
it in that way. Now three Supplementary Questions were
asked | replied to them. The Leader of the Muslim
Congress asked an additional Supplementary Question to
which | replied. The matter is before the Supreme Court
as you referred. So let us wait for the Supreme Court
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asked the Minister of Urban Development and Sacred
Area Development, :

(a) Will he submit to this House separately,—

(i) the total number of Houses demolished in the
Colombo district prior to the SAARC Summit
2008, due to Security reasons or became they
were unauthorized constructions;

(ii) the places where the houses were so
demolished ; and

(iii) the number of families that lost their houses
due to this act?

(b) Will he state,—

(i) the number of families that were provided with
permanent houses with the involvement of the
Government, after they lost their houses
following their demolition; and

(ii) the number of families that were provided with
temporary houses?

(c) If not, why?
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ask the Minister of Healthcare and Nutrition:
(a) Will he submit to this House,—
(i) the number of members of the staff of the
Niyagama MOH office in Galle at present;

(ii) the number of members of the staff that should
be there in relation to the population of the
aforesaid area;

(iii) separately, the difference between the staff that
should be there and the present staff; and

(iv) whether payments including traveling expenses
have been paid to the staff without arrears?
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(b) Will he state,—

(i) the number of Gramodaya Health Centres
situated in the area of the Niyagama MOH
office;

(ii) whether the facilities such as water, electricity,
weighing machines and seating facilities for the
mothers who come to these centres have been
provided; and

(iii) whether necessary toilet facilities have been
provided under the aided latrine scheme?

(c) Will he inform this House,—
(i) whether the aforesaid office has vehicles;

(ii) the amount of fuel allocated monthly for the
aforesaid vehicles; and

(iii) whether that amount is sufficient for traveling
related to official work?

(d) Will he state,—

(i) whether Public Health Inspectors and Family
Health Officers have been given the motor
cycles entitled to them; and

(ii) if not, the time period within which the
aforesaid motor cycles will be given?

(e) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Industrial Development:

(a) Is he aware that,—

(i) Chant Lanka Confectionaries situated in
Ginimellagaha, Baddegama is run as local
factory which provides jobs to a large number
of people;

(ii) it has not been possible to increase the capacity
of the aforesaid factory as it has not been
provided with three-phase electricity supply;
and

(iii) even though the Ceylon Electricity Board has
been requested to provide three-phase
electricity supply it has not been provided so
far due to the difference of a number of metres
in the distance?

(b) Will he inform this House whether it has been
reported to the relevant Ministry that electricity
supply has to be obtained by installing a new
electricity transformer as a result of the above
mentioned reason?

(c) Will he admit that,—

(i) itisimpossible to invest such a huge amount of
money on a single occasion as the current cost
of production is very high; and

(ii) jobs could be provided to many more people, if
an electricity sub-station could be provided for
this factory under the Mahinda Chinthana
Programme of developing domestic industry?

(d) Considering the above mentioned situation, will he
state whether action will be taken after exploring
the possibility of providing at least part of the cost
of setting up a new electricity sub-station under the
programme of protecting and developing domestic
industries?

(e) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Local Government and Provincial
Councils :

(a) Is he aware of the news items carried by the print
and electronic media including the ‘Lanka’
weekend newspaper on 17.08.2008 to the effect
that a ‘Montero’ vehicle had been offered as a
bribe by the Chief Minister of the North Central
Province to the Leader of the Opposition of the
same Provincial Council prior to the last
provincial council election in order to seek the
passage of the annual budget?

(b) Will he inform this House,—

(i) if so, whether any action has been taken
against the Chief Minister of the aforesaid
Provincial Council and the Leader of the
Opposition of the Provincial Council, since the
offering of the bribe as well as the soliciting of
a bribe are serious and punishable offences;
and

(ii) if any action has not been taken regarding this
matter, the reasons for not doing so?

(c) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment and Natural

Resources,—(1) :

(a) Is he aware that unauthorized sand mining is done
at Ma oya close to the Thunthota bridge area in
Yatagama, Rambukkana?

(b) Will he admit that Mr. G. D. Aloysius Saparamadu
of Yatagama, Rambukkana has submitted a
complaint in this regard on 29.02.2008?

(c) Will he state,—

(i) the steps that have been taken regarding this
unauthorized sand mining; and

(ii) the reason for not stopping this unauthorized
sand mining?

(d) If not, why?
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(wrewryflg (Gurrdflwi) Liflst). o. eflsweur surenrursy -
2 Wit Heval SewLdair)

(The Hon. (Prof.) W.A. Wiswa Warnapala- Minister of
Higher Education)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am happy to follow my good
Friend, the Hon. Sunil Handunnetti. | need to tell him
that any government would like to renew its mandate
through a process of elections.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Emergency Debate is the
occasion on which national security issues are discussed
in this House. War on terror has now come to an end and
the LTTE is on the verge of collapse, on the verge of total
defeat. It has been converted into a paper Tiger, and this
has been achieved by the heroic armed forces of this
country and they need to be congratulated for their great
achievement. People of this country were eagerly waiting
for an end to this menace of terrorism. Unfortunately,
there was no national consensus on the need to bring an
end to the forces of destruction spearheaded by the LTTE
in the last 20 years. The assumption of power by His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa was a turning
point in the history of politics of this country, especially
in relation to the need to put the LTTE on the defensive.
For the first time in the history of this country, it was
under his astute political leadership that the security of
the State was given high priority in the national political
agenda. It was His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa who
gave proper leadership to combat terrorism and he was
able to obtain the co-operation of the leadership of the
heroic armed forces of this country and the rank and file
of the armed forces to fight terrorism. His Excellency the
President, Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa perceived the whole
thing as a massive terrorist threat, and he, unlike his
predecessors, saw the need to defeat the LTTE as it would
threaten to destroy the very foundation of the Sri Lankan
State.

One cannot look at everything from the point of view
of the international community. They do not understand
all the ramifications of an organization like the LTTE,
which, through international propaganda, supported by its
Tamil diaspora throughout the world especially in the
Western world, created for itself an edifice of a liberation
organization. Now, we can see the nature of the liberation
struggle of the LTTE to which they provided leadership in
the last 20 years; the Tamil people were living in utter
misery and poverty and the LTTE leadership was living
in luxury. They are a peculiar set of Liberation Tigers
who wanted their own people to live under primitive
conditions. That is what we have been watching over the
Sri Lankan television. The LTTE, if it had succeeded in
establishing a mini State in the North and East, they,
through this second State, would have destabilized the
entire region; primarily, it was a threat to the stability of
India. In my view, if a second State was established, it
would definitely pose a threat to regional stability and to
the stability of India as well. | do not want to go into all
the geo-political considerations associated with this
matter. India, not now and even in the future, cannot
encourage any form of any force to clamour for a second
State at her doorstep. India will never tolerate a second
State at her doorstep. It is because of this political reality
that India wants Sri Lanka to remain a single, unitary
State. India wants Sri Lanka to remain a single State, an
undivided State. India does not want to bifurcate Sri
Lanka into two States and a bifurcation of Sri Lanka into
two States is not in her own national interest.

4 - PL 003682 - (2009/02)
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All good neighbourly relations need to be built on
national interest. It is in our national interest, the national
interest of Sri Lanka to protect the national sovereignty
and territorial integrity. We do not want any country, big
or small, to interfere with our national sovereignty. We
are a sovereign nation; we are a sovereign country. Since
1948, Sri Lanka has been playing a vital role in the
international arena, in the Committee of Nations, as a
small sovereign State. Therefore, Sri Lanka, at no point
of time, since Independence in 1948, wanted to become a
vassal State of any country. We are an independent,
sovereign State. We need to protect our sovereignty; we
need to protect our territorial integrity. But, at the same
time, Sir, Sri Lanka prefers to maintain good neighbourly
relations with all countries on the basis of the ideology
expounded at the Bandung Conference in 1955. Sri
Lanka, in formulating her dynamic and realistic foreign
policy based on dynamic neutralism, derived inspiration
from the Pancha Seela foreign policy principles of
Jawaharlal Nehru of India. He was a great statesman
whom we admired; all our leaders admired Jawaharlal
Nehru as a great leader. The Indian foreign policy is
totally and absolutely based on the principles of Pancha
Seela. The main components of the principles of Pancha
Seela are as follows: one, mutual respect for each other’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty; two, non-aggression;
three, non-interference in the internal affairs of another
country; four, equality and mutual benefit and five,
peaceful co-existence. These are the principles on which
the Indian foreign policy has been formulated.

We derived inspiration from those formulations as
well in the past and we still derive inspiration from them.
It is on the basis of such principles that Sri Lanka, since
1956, conducted her own foreign policy. It is on the basis
of this policy that we built our excellent bilateral relations
with India. The friendship and co-operation with India,
Sir, is a major element in our foreign policy, which we
would like to continue in the future as well. Our leaders in
the past imbibed a great deal from the illustrious leaders
like Jawaharlal Nehru and Mahatma Gandhi of India. We
derived inspiration from those great leaders of India and
we continue to derive inspiration from the achievements
of India. Today, India is a big power. Some people suffer
from the “Big Brother” syndrome. Some people always
attach importance to this “Big Brother” syndrome. | do
not do that. | do not want to and it is not the position of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party as well. Therefore, our
relations with India are vital and fundamental. We need to
maintain good neighbourly relations with India. That is
one of the major elements of our foreign policy. It is my
view that we need to work in close collaboration with
India to fight the menace of terrorism because terrorism is
international in character. Terrorism is an international
phenomenon; it is not a local phenomenon.

Speaking on behalf of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, |
would like to say that our party is not suffering from an
Indian phobia; we are not suffering from an Indian
phobia. We, as a friendly nation, would like to



1189

[@0808w BAED. &. B DEentoE @von]

accommodate Indian concerns on major issues, but we are
ready to take all decisions on the basis of our own
national interest.

A foreign policy has to be formulated on the basis of a
country’s national interest. That is why | said, we need to
protect our sovereignty; we need to protect our territorial
integrity. The major element in our national interest in
the given context is to put the LTTE on the defense, to
defeat terrorism and it needs to be done in the interest of
our own stability as a nation and in the interest of regional
stability as well. Stability in the region is also equally
important, which is vital for India as well. India is
interested in maintaining stability in the region. The
recent events show that India still remains one of our
closest friends and that friendship is fundamental for us to
look at India from the point of view of vital geopolitical
considerations. It is purely because of the fact that India
is our closest neighbour. India is emerging as an
important global partner in the global strategy to combat
terrorism.

As | said earlier, terrorism in the given context is not a
local phenomenon. It is an international phenomenon
with very wide international ramifications. India is
extending its support to combat terrorism here in Sri
Lanka. In 2005, when President Mahinda Rajapaksa
assumed power, in the course of his Independence Day
address, he gave expression to this point of view. This is
what he said, | quote:

“...the fundamental platform that | would base my initiative would
be an undivided country, a national consensus and an honourable peace.”

This is what he said and he reiterated the same
yesterday in the Independence Day speech. Our heroic
forces have created the required environment, Sir, to work
out an honourable peace on the basis of the legitimate and
genuine aspirations of the Tamil community. We have
the resolve to achieve this as President Obama stated at
the inauguration on 20th January. Sri Lanka, as the
United States, has to inaugurate an era of responsibility.

Thank you.
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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@ 70 Levrnwnm Ovme
(orenT L@ SjeT ST HTUISS)
(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)

88 580 mom &
2 CLomrBlGSmi.
Seconded.

game E8ez &Y, e 88 Se.
s Bl SLILIL (B TMMYS CIBTaTenLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. NIHAL GALAPPATHTHI took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera - Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources)

"§owmnGi®) 00 OEROB, ©® @dEed & od
B GdeFe O5I8nde Geowms on gnwe'd  ®
ewl®s) HOBD0.

gaza 88wz oo, et 08 Se.
allsarr aHSHLILIL(B) sTHmysClETeTenLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. NIHAL GALAPPATHTHI left the Chair, and
THE HON. (MRS.) NIRUPAMA RAJAPAKSA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. A. M. M. Naoshaad)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Madam Presiding Member, at a time when there is
very little interest in this House in debating this
Resolution, 1 am at least consoled that we have a
charming lady presiding while we speak.

We meet today to debate the Resolution under the
Public Security Ordinance extending the state of
Emergency for yet another month, ironically a day after
we ceremoniously celebrated the 61% Anniversary of our
Independence from 500 years of foreign rule. | earnestly
hope that this will be the last time we have to go through
this exercise which has for decades impeded on the real
independence of our people.

As someone who has always seen myself as a true Sri
Lankan, | always believe that what we celebrate on the 4"
of February each year since 1948 is not our independence
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from foreign rule, which has always been a part of our
chequered past, but a transferring of sovereignty to the
people of Ceylon, giving us an opportunity to attempt to
live together as one nation, sacrificing our historical
claims as separate nationalities.

| do not want to go back in history and repeat what has
been told and retold in many ways to all of us by our
political leaders, not with a view to forging forward as a
nation, but laying emphasis on their historic claims to
nationhood. It is very sad that in our history as a single
nation, there have been very few genuine attempts at
forging a composite nationhood as Sri Lankans. At every
crucial moment in our history, we have come together
promising to work for the common good, only for one
party to cry foul that they have been deceived once again.

We all know that we were a divided nation before the
Portuguese set foot on our shores and it is only after the
British took over the Kandyan Kingdom that we came to
be administered as a single nation, Ceylon, an
arrangement which the Tamils and even the Kandyan
Sinhalese did not agree with. In fact, it was the Kandyan
Sinhalese who first mooted the idea of federal states
within Ceylon so that they could administer their own
affairs. Such was the division within our people. It is the
British who gave credence to a united Ceylon.

Saner council prevailed when we put aside our
differences to gain independent status. Differences
immediately surfaced when we had to decide on a flag to
represent the new nation. It would be interesting to note
here what the late Honourable D.S. Senanayake, hailed as
the Father of the Nation, had to say when he spoke on the
Motion tabled in the House of Representatives way back
in 1947 by the late Hon. A.L. Sinnelebbe, Member of
Parliament for Batticaloa, suggesting that the Lion Flag of
the last Kandyan King, Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe, which
was taken to Britain in 1815, be made the National Flag.

The Members of Parliament belonging to the All
Ceylon Tamil Congress resolutely opposed this Motion.
The Hon. S.J.V. Chelvanayakam moved an amendment in
Parliament that the Official Flag of Ceylon should be the
Lion flag of the Sinhalese, the Nandi - bull - the flag of
the Tamils and the Crescent and Star the flag of the
Muslims.

The late Honourable D.S. Senanayake that day cited
history to say that the Tamil kings had ruled the Sinhalese
and the Sinhalese kings had ruled the Tamils, but the
people had always lived in amity. He highlighted the fact
that the last king who used the royal standard was a
Tamil. “It is a well-known fact that this flag happens to be
the flag of the last King of Kandy and we all know that
the last King of Kandy was a Tamil. But, still I am proud
to proclaim this as the Sinhalese flag, because | embrace
the Tamils now as the Sinhalese embraced the Tamils
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then. We claim the flag to be a Sinhalese flag although we
inherited it from a Tamil king.” Those were the words of
the Father of the Nation.

Having accepted that the last king of the last bastion to
fall to the British as being a Tamil from India and having
proudly accepted his flag as the flag that marks the end of
British rule, how did we get to where we are today,
proclaiming to have liberated parts of our country having
defeated terrorists and separatist elements? Who are these
terrorists and how did they transform themselves to that
state? Unless and until we find answers to this question,
we will not progress as a nation free of these elements.
We can defeat terrorists militarily, but we cannot wipe out
the separatist tendency in the same way. It has to be
addressed politically.

Madam, let me quote what Professor John Kotter said.

"Leaders establish the vision for the future and set the strategy for
getting there; they cause change. They motivate and inspire others to go
in the right direction and they, along with everyone else, sacrifice to get
there."

Unfortunately, when we should be having a full House
listening to what the Members of the minority community
have to say with regard to the situation today, we only see
depleted benches. I am reminded of what Albert Einstein
had to say. He said, | quote:

“For those who would joyously march in rank and file, they have
already earned my contempt, for they were given a large brain by
accident when a spinal chord would have sufficed.”

What the late Honourable D.S. Senanayake stated in
his Independence Day speech on 4™ February, 1948 is still
relevant to present times. He said, “All nations should
bend their energies towards establishing a peaceful and
prosperous world in which every human being can enjoy
the fruits of peace. Lanka, with its great traditions of
peace and goodwill preached by Lord Buddha, will
always advance the cause of Freedom and Peace”.

What is also relevant is a joint statement issued to the
nation on that day by the Maha Nayakes of the Asgiriya
and Malwatta Chapters. They said, “Let us go forward as
one man, firm in the belief that we shall reap the highest
benefits that Freedom confers.” They called on the people
of Ceylon to overcome the inferiority complex that has
been engendered by centuries of foreign domination and
eschew the vices that they had acquired.

However, the harsh truth which stares us in the face
today is that the political system which we have
engineered to go forward as a nation, in one way or
another, has to accommodate the aspirations of the rising
generations of all communities who call this land their
own. It is worthy at this stage to recall the wise words of
James Oppenheim on Freedom. He said, | quote:

"They can only set free men, free....And there is no need for that;
Free men set themselves free. "
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Today, if we are not to face a collective debacle, we
need to reflect on history and rethink as to how we can
forge forward as a nation. We have for many centuries
been arguing and fighting for hold over land and disputing
each others claims to territory, which we call our
homeland or places of historical habitation or traditional
homeland et cetera.

I would like to quote a chapter - “On Time : The Past
That Lies Before Us" - from a book that | keep reading
over and over again because it teaches me a lot. The title
of it is, “The Moral Imagination: The Art and Soul of
Building Peace” by John Paul Lederach. | came across an
interesting term used by tribes of the Philippines in this
chapter who described the setting called "ancestral
domain”. It is explained in this way by an indigenous
elder. I quote:

"Some believe that ancestral domain is essentially a term that refers
to land fights, you know, where indigenous people claim historical rights
to a piece of land when outside groups want the land, or the minerals,
forests or water. | suppose that is true, ........ But for us, ancestral domain
is not about the land as if it were a legal question of title. For us, this
place is where the ancestors live."

Note the words, “this place is where the ancestors
live”. He goes on to say, | quote:

"Where they live is where we are people. That is why we say
ancestral domain. It is the domain of our ancestors, the place where we
as a people go to join them,....... You take away our place, you take
away our past. You take our past, and we cease to be. That is what
people do not understand."”

If we do understand this - if we do understand why we
are so much attached to this land - would we not be
looking at this problem differently?

His Excellency the President started his Independence
Day speech yesterday saying, “l announce with pride that
we have raised the National Flag today over a motherland
that is being united in keeping with the heartfelt wishes
and prayers of our people; my dear people who through
sacrifice of life have come forward to defend the freedom
of our land; and through their blessings and every thought
supported that struggle; and my dear children who have
eagerly looked towards the struggle for freedom in our
land, ...”

Maybe we will defend the events of the recent past as
the price we have to pay for freedom or even go to the
extent to say that you cannot make omelettes without
breaking eggs. Decisions made generations ago affect us
yet today, and decisions we make today will affect the
future generations.

Perhaps the greatest mystery of peace is that
authenticity of change is located not in what can be
quantified and controlled. It is rooted in the courage of
people and communities to be and live vulnerably in the
face of fear and threat and ultimately to find therein that
human security is not tied primarily to the quantity or size
of weapons, the height or thickness of the wall that
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separates them; not to the power of imposition or control.
The mystery of peace is located in the nature and quality
of relationships developed with those most feared.

Leadership is the capacity to inspire and mobilize
masses of people and that is a public transaction with
history. When the scope for action is greatest, Henry
Kissinger has said, | quote:

“Knowledge on which to base such action is limited or ambiguous.
When knowledge becomes available, the ability to affect events is
usually at a minimum. In 1936, no one could know whether Hitler was a
misunderstood nationalist or a maniac. By the time certainty was
achieved, it had to be paid for with millions of lives..... A democracy
can obtain truth only as the result of experience; and many nations perish
while they are awaiting the consequences of their errors.”

Therefore, true independence and freedom can only
exist in doing what is right. The task of persuading
majorities to accept innovations remain forever
formidable. What counts in the end is the subversion of
old ideas by the changing environment. It is this that gives
you the opportunity to create the taste by which you are
being enjoyed. | am addressing this to His Excellency
the President; that the task of persuading majorities to
accept innovations remain forever formidable; what
counts in the end is the subversion of old ideas by the
changing environment. It is this that gives you the
opportunity to create the taste by which you are to be
enjoyed.

The use of violence to destroy an old order and install
a new one may at times be the last resort for societies
entrapped in hopeless logjams as we were with the
LTTE. But, save in extremis, violence is not a sensible
way to transform society, and the LTTE has learnt it the
hard way. The membranes of civilizations are fragile.
Ripped asunder, they are difficult to restore. In a
rebellion, as in a novel, the most difficult part to invent is
the end. And, we say we have come to the end of a war
with separatists and with terrorists. Now, how do we write
the end to the chapter? Where do we go from here?

The consent of the majority is essential if both the
fabric of society and the freedom of the individual are to
survive. To devise remedies that will both work and elicit
consent is the task of democratic leadership. That task
requires attention to concrete human needs rather than
abstractions of God or history.

His Excellency the President also said, “We are today
a nation that has defeated a powerful enemy that stood
before us” - an enemy of our own creation. “Similarly,
we should have the ability to defeat all internal enemies
that are found in our midst”. | beg the question. Who are
these internal enemies? Are they those who oppose the
Government? And, how are we going to deal with them?

Now, what we have before us and what we have been
always talking as a possible solution to this problem, has
been the implementation of the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution. | am sure all of us would agree and we
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have had it recorded over years in this House that the
Thirteenth Amendment was forced upon us; that it is
flawed in law; that it cannot work. But, we still keep
harping on something that we ourselves keep condemning
year after year. But, what was the intention behind the
Thirteenth Amendment? It was to devolve power to
allow the people to run their own affairs.

But, today unfortunately, when we near the end of the
war or when we near the ending of the story, we do not
talk of a solution. We get back to square one. What we
started from the day the Britishers started to rule this
country as one, when they started administering this
country as one, the divisions that we had among us - the
different communities that lived in this country started
claiming rights on their own - which we saw paraded
yesterday, | was surprised that we have so many different
people living in this country which enriches this nation.
But, we are still not even close to thinking of a solution.
We are again talking of one nation, one people, one
identity. But, how do we get there? This has always been
the problem that we do not want to end the story. We
want to keep repeating this. We want to re-invent the
wheel. We want people to have reason to rebel. This has
been our history right from the day when the Britishers
put all the nationalities together and declared this
country as Ceylon and gave it on a platter to us, and said,
okay, now rule it. We keep re-inventing the wheel. But,
this has to stop and this can only stop if the majority is
willing to accept that all those who paraded yesterday
are Sri Lankans, all of them have equal rights.

w00 O5IGnSa¢
(pewevemSTHIGLD 2 Mmiriilesi j6uidser)

(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, please wind up.
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(The Hon. A. M. M. Naoshaad)

And, if we do not stop at the parading and get to what
we really mean by being a nation, we will not succeed as
a nation.

Thank you
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Whereupon THE HON.(MRS.) NIRUPAMA RAJAPAKSA left the
Chair, and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put. MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER., having collected the Voices,
declared that the “Ayes" had it.
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The Parliament divided under Standing Order No. 43 : Ayes 64 ; Noes
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(The Deputy Speaker)
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL

@6 HOE B8 ¢ B2 @m0

(worenryfl@ Blwsv Anflursy s Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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penn Sl OB (weeaddn) oo emydun,
egEhdmien BID amd BEIs BWIDED 0wl WIBIHHD
Ron. & Beso w200D gdedw B0 0 0® sms emy®en
G0 gt S OB,

Bewdss 2 r5ncmn®o
(Nrglé FuThrST j6uider)
(The Deputy Speaker)

%00 Om®e?

@6 O350

(revsryLll@ 2 mitifleigeir)
(Hon. Members)
Aye.

@O0 @¢2n g0 v emBoD PE' G gafnd @2V G
FLL_APSVLD, SYEQYLOBIULIL_6OT QUTLISY GLIMLILIL L F.
Bill, by leave, withdrawn.
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a6 BRE BB ¢ B ®wmo

(orenryflg Blwsd Anflursy s Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)
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(Bode B8R3Bm) vm emy®un, ogddwdmoes BsIgd
30 BEIs BVIDED 0wd WITHO BBy & Bewo wwred
gdwde B0, a0 0® vms ewdd®un 9Fc ¥ »J
o535,

Bewdus 2Si15nemn®)
(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuirder)
(The Deputy Speaker)

800 Oe?

ol ROt stalel]

(oresryfl@ 2 milieriaer)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

g0 e¢n Gcb s ewECs» 9ECr etz d ® 0 &
FLL_APSVLD, SYEQYLOBIUIL_6OT QUTLISY GlLIMLILIL L F.
Bill, by leave, withdrawn.

DEMDO

@dIlewali
ADJOURNMENT

@6 HOE BB ¢ B @m0

(worenryfl@ Blwsv Anflursy & Asveur)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

@G Bewdds mOmnemn®B, "ebEed@sInd ¢’ »
I3 Gue"B @ ewddnn ®OBD.

@ E@ezx &Y, wen wd8w Sa.
aflsorir (Bl LILIL (B) 6THMYS CIBTETLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

20880829290 30 enmc ¢. w1 2.550, g¢ E&»
e wOOHw ¢230 2009 osdcén8 17 Oz gerwcdiOsga
&.00. 9.30 Oz ens & Fodw.

gy i, 1. 2.55 wenflsg LmyrEnLwaTmD,
osorgl Berwpuw  STwrargsnslsrss 2009
Clutirsun] 17,  Glrasuriisalpsow — gp.o.  9.30
06T USDT S5 eWEUSFBLILIL L.

Adjourned accordingly at 2.55 p.m. until 9.30 a.m.
on Tuesday, 17th February, 2009, pursuant to the
Resolution of Parliament of this Day.
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