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(@) @erGmev, syeor?

asked the Minister of Trade, Marketing Development,
Co-operatives and Consumer Services, :

(a) Will he inform this House—

(i) the total consumption of cement in the country
as of today;

FOwhg

(ii) the quantity locally produced and quantity
imported separately;

(iii) the retail price of cement over the last 20 years;

(iv) whether any subsidy is given to reduce the
burden on the consumer; and

(v) if so, the amount that has been given as of
today?

(b) Will he state separately as at today, all the taxes
imposed on cement , if imported or locally
produced, until it reaches the consumer?

(c) If not, why?
*seneduns On DA o¢ 4 8He:
FLITLSL_SB6D) weudss LIt L (ZsmenTiiL).

Annex tabled :

COLOMBO CEMENT PRICES - 2002 -2008
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane - Minister of Trade,
marketing Development, Co-operatives and Consumer Services)
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Cement Brand Unit Year/Month
Jan-02  Feb-02 Mar-02 Apr-02 May-02 Jun-02 Jul-02  Aug-02 Sep-02 Oct-02 Nov-02 Dec-02
Mahaweli Merine 50 Kg 370.00 370.00 370.00 370.00 370.00 370.00 376.25 376.25 376.25 376.25 376.25 376.25
Holcim Super 50 Kg 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 360.00 362.50 362.50 362.50 362.50 370.00 370.00
Jan-03  Feb-03 Mar-03 Apr-03 May-03 Jun-03 Jul-03  Aug-03 Sep-03 Oct-03 Nov-03 Dec-03
Mahaweli Merine 50Kg 376.67  376.25 380.00 390.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 400.00
Holcim Super 50 Kg 368.33  370.00 370.00 380.00 390.00 390.00 390.00 390.00 390.00 390.00 400.00 400.00
Jan-04  Feb-04 Mar-04 Apr-04 May-04 Jun-04 Jul-04  Aug-04 Sep-04 Oct-04 Nov-04 Dec-04
Mahaweli Merine 50Kg  400.00 400.00 407.50 407.50 415.00 420.00 43250 43250 443.75 461.25 470.00 470.00
Holcim Super 50Kg  400.00 400.00 407.50 407.50 407.50 410.00 425.00 425.00 446.25 446.25 481.25 481.25
Jan-05  Feb-05 Mar-05 Apr-05 May-05 Jun-05 Jul-05  Aug-05 Sep-05 Oct-05 Nov-05 Dec-05
Mahaweli Merine 50Kg  486.25  487.50 487.50 49250 506.25 506.25 51250 512.50 526.50 532.50 532.50 532.50
Holcim Super 50Kg  483.75  490.00 495.00 502.50 505.00 505.00 505.00 507.50 507.50 521.25 527.50 527.50
Jan-06  Feb-06 Mar-06 Apr-06 May-06 Jun-06 Jul-06  Aug-06 Sep-06 Oct-06 Nov-06 Dec-06
Mahaweli Merine 50 Kg 530.00 548.75 551.25 578.75 580.00 583.75 595.00 599.10 606.70 615.60 626.00 626.00
Holcim Super 50Kg 526.25 551.25 560.00 575.00 577.50 585.00 603.50 601.00 611.20 612.70 618.75 620.00
Jan-07  Feb-07 Mar-07 Apr-07 May-07 Jun-07 Jul-07  Aug-07 Sep-07 Oct-07 Nov-07 Dec-07
Mahaweli Merine 50 Kg 62400 622.86 620.00 620.00 620.00 635.00 650.00 653.33 650.00 690.00 676.25 683.75
Holcim Super 50 Kg 620.14 625.17 626.25 626.25 626.67 643.75 652.86 656.67 660.00 690.00 676.67 686.67
Jan-08  Feb-08 Mar-08 Apr-08 May-08 Jun-08 Jul-08  Aug-08 Sep-08 Oct-08
Mahaweli Merine 50Kg 683.75  710.00 730.00 726.67 727.50 770.00 770.00 762.00 763.13 765.63
Holcim Super 50 Kg 695.67  708.40 727.78 728.33 728.75 770.00 770.00 764.00 762.50 770.00
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asked the Minister of Trade, Marketing Development,
Co-operatives and Consumer Services, :

(@) Will he inform this House—

(i) the total consumption of milk powder in the
country as of today;

(ii) the quantity locally produced and quantity
imported separately;

(iii) the retail price of milk powder over the last 20
years;

(iv) whether any subsidy is given to reduce the
burden of the consumer; and

(v) if so, the amount that has been given as of
today?

(b) Will he state separately as at today, all the taxes
imposed on milk powder , if imported or locally
produced, until it reaches the consumer?

(c) If not, why?
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*400g
Type (Retail Price Rs.)
Year Lactogen Lakspray Anchor
Formula 1 Formula 11

1988 39.56 - 32.45 31.58
1989 48.41 - 40.01 37.90
1990 57.93 - 50.85 46.79
1991 61.09 - 51.00 46.83
1992 67.63 - 60.47 54.53

Type (Retail Price Rs.)

Year Lactogen Lakspray Anchor
Formula 1 Formula 11
1993 66.44 - 57.00 62.47
1994 71.00 - 57.56 62.45
1995 77.65 - 60.64 65.38
1996 96.26 90.79 79.14 82.97
1997 100.26 94.00 80.00 84.00
1998 104.11 94.55 80.01 86.71
1999 109.74 100.90 82.49 92.33
2000 113.74 113.83 90.56 99.80
2001 141.79 141.79 113.76 116.48
2002 150.82 150.84 117.89 127.00
2003 158.75 158.73 121.73 128.69
2004 169.20 160.00 134.26 137.06
2005 181.31 160.00 146.88 156.04
2006 206.01 180.65 154.00 159.85
2007 227.77 210.71 183.81 189.33
2008 300.00 275.00 275.00 275.00
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(a) Will he inform this House— 1991 42.58 35.36
(i) the total consumption of onions (small and big) o oI o
in the country as of today; 1994 5115 33.56
(ii) the quantity locally produced and quantity iggg ‘5‘(1)22 53‘6“9‘
imported separately; 1997 49.58 26.81
(iii) the retail price of onions over the last 20 years; 1998 68.18 44.93
) T 1999 58.65 40.19
(iv) whether any subsidy is given to reduce the 2000 63.02 34.97
burden of the consumer; and 2001 71.24 34.97
. . 2002 62.36 34.96
(v) if so, the amount that has been given as of 2003 55.43 40.26
today? 2004 59.63 38.67
_ 2005 69.08 46.15
(b) Will he state separately as at today, all the taxes 2006 74.07 51.32
imposed on onions (small and big), if imported or 2007 8543 60.84
> 2008 108.57 61.36
locally produced, until it reaches the consumer?
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Big Onions Retail Price (Rs.)
Year  Month Price Year Month Price Year Month  Price

65.00 57.00
35.00 April  35.00
July 60.00 62.00
55.00 59.00
30.00 34.00
55.00 May  52.00
August  55.00 33.00
30.00 30.00
September 63.00 June  49.00
68.00 34.00
November 36.00 60.00
December 35.00 July 59.00
63.00
60.00
65.00
August 69.00
65.00
78.00
68.00
64.00
September 66.00
62.00
64.00
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To asked the Minister of Petroleum and Petroleum
Resources Development,—(1)
(@) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether an official residence has been provided
for the Minister of Petroleum and Petroleum
Resources Development (Cabinet);
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(ii) if so, whether it is a property owned by the
State; and

(iii) if it is not owned by the State, the basis on
which it has been allocated?

(b) Will he submit to this House separately—

(i) if an official residence has been allocated,
whether it has been repaired or upgraded
during the years 2005, 2006 and 2007;

(ii) if it has been repaired, the amount of money
spent in each year for that purpose;

(iii) whether furniture or any other equipment for
the use of the aforesaid official residence, has
been purchased at Government expense during
the years 2005, 2006 and 2007; and

(iv) if so, the amount spent on them?

(c) Will he state—

(i) separately, the number of units of electricity
and water that have been used at this official
residence during each month of the years 2005,
2006 and 2007; and

(ii) the amount of money spent by the relevant
Ministry for electricity and water used at the
above mentioned official residence in each
month of the aforesaid years?

(d) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Urban
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning,—(1)
(@ Will he inform this House—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(i) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor was available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign liquor
was available;

which had been in the Colombo district before the
Presidential Election held in November 2005?

(b) Wil he state—

(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(if) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor is available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign liquor
is available:

which are in the Colombo district at present, after
the Presidential Election held in November 2005?

(c) Accordingly, will he submit to this House separately,
the number of foreign liquor shops, holiday resorts
and tourist resorts for which liquor licenses were
issued after the Presidential Election held in
November 2005, along with the names and addresses
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(The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapititya—Minister of State
Revenue and Finace and Deputy Minister of Finance &
Planning)
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(d) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning, :
(a) Will he inform this House of—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(ii) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor was available; and
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(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign liquor
was available

which had been in the Badulla district before the
present Government came to power in 2004?

(b) Will he state—

(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;
(ii) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor is available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign liquor
is available:

which are in the Badulla district at present, after the
present Government came to power in 2004?

(c) Accordingly, will he submit to this House the
number of foreign liquor shops, holiday resorts and
tourist resorts for which liquor licenses were issued
after the present Government came to the office,
along with the names and addresses of their owners,
separately?

(d) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning, :

(a) Will he inform this House of—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(ii) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor was available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign
liguor was available which had been in the
Hambantota district before the present Govern-
ment came to power in 2004?
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(b) Will he state—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(ii) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor is available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign
liquor is available:which are in the Hambantota
district at present, after the present Government
came to power in 2004?

(c) Accordingly, will he submit to this House the num-
ber of foreign liquor shops, holiday resorts and
tourist resorts for which liquor licenses were issued
after the present Government came to the office,
along with the names and addresses of their own-
ers, separately?

(d) If not, why?
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()  @)earGmev, eyear?
asked the Minister of Finance and Planning,:

(a) Will he inform this House of—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(if) the number of holiday resorts where foreign lig-
uor was available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign liquor
was available

which had been in the Matale district before the
present Government came to power in 2004?
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(b) Will he state—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(it) the number of holiday resorts where foreign lig-
uor is available; and
(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign liquor

is available:

which are in the Matale district at present, after the
present Government came to power in 2004?

(c) Accordingly, will he submit to this House the num-
ber of foreign liquor shops, holiday resorts and tour-
ist resorts for which liquor licenses were issued after
the present Government came to the office, along
with the names and addresses of their owners, sepa-
rately?

(d) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning, :

(a) Will he inform this House of—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(ii) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor was available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign
liquor was available

which had been in the Kalutara district before the
present Government came to power in 2004?

(b) Will he state—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(if) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor is available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign
liquor is available:

which are in the Kalutara district at present, after
the present Government came to power in 2004?

(c) Accordingly, will he submit to this House the
number of foreign liquor shops, holiday resorts and
tourist resorts for which liquor licenses were issued
after the present Government came to the office,
along with the names and addresses of their own-
ers, separately?

(d) If not, why?
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()  @er@mev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Manage-
ment and Minister of Ports and Aviation:—(1)

(a) Will he submit to this House separately the number
of minor irrigation tanks and major irrigation tanks
which have been reconstructed during the period
from the year 2000 up to the year 2007, in the Maha-
kumbukkadawala Divisional Secretary’s Division?

(b) Will he submit to this House—

(i) separately, the places that were reconstructed
and the amount of money allocated for such r e -
constructions in respect of each of the

__ aforesaid tanks; o
(i) the names and addresses of the institutions that
carried out the relevant contracts; and

(iii) the names of the tanks which have been aban-
doned by now, due to the inability of obtaining
water from those tanks for agricultural purposes?

(c) Will he state whether he will take necessary steps
to restore the aforesaid tanks?

(d)  If not, why?
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()  @)ear@msv, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Management
and Minister of Ports and Aviation, :

(&) Will he submit to this House separately the number
of minor irrigation tanks and major irrigation tanks
which have been reconstructed during the period
from the year 2000 up to the year 2007, in the Ma-
hawewa Divisional Secretariat Division?

(b) Will he submit to this House—

(i) separately, the places that were reconstructed
and the amount of money allocated for such
reconstructions in respect of each of the afore-
said tanks;

(ii) the names and addresses of the institutions that
carried out the relevant contracts; and

(iii) the names of the tanks which have been aban-
doned by now, due to the inability of obtaining
water from those tanks for agricultural pur-
poses?

(c) Will he state whether he will take necessary steps
to restore the aforesaid tanks?

(d) If not, why?
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(F)  @)earGmev, eyesr?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Management
and Minister of Ports and Aviation :

(&) Will he submit to this House separately the number
of minor irrigation tanks and major irrigation tanks
which have been reconstructed during the period
from the year 2000 up to the year 2007, in the Nat-
tandiya Divisional Secretary’s Division?

(b) Will he submit to this House—

(i) separately, the places that were reconstructed
and the amount of money allocated for such
reconstructions in respect of each of the afore-
said tanks;

(if) the names and addresses of the institutions that
carried out the relevant contracts; and

(iii) the names of the tanks which have been aban-
doned by now, due to the inability of obtaining
water from those tanks for agricultural pur-
poses?

(c) Will he state whether he will take necessary steps
to restore the aforesaid tanks?

(d) If not, why?
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [06th
November]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [His Excellency
Mahinda Rajapaksa]

Question again proposed.
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“In September 2008 the CEO of British Airways - Willie Walsh -
suggested another 30 Airlines could file for bankruptcy before Christmas
2008.”
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“China, Sri Lanka and Singapore have all reported receiving fewer
tourists in September, worrying news for firms across the sector that
had bold plans for expansion in a region that was seeing booming
growth earlier this year.”
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“Indian Airlines such as private carrier Jet Airways are resorting to
job cuts and reducing capacity to cope with slow demand, high fuel
prices and the credit crunch.

Jet Airways posted a loss for July-September, as did China’s flag
carrier Air China and China Eastern Air this week.”
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“A sixth airline has gone bust within a month as soaring fuel prices
and the credit squeeze threatens to put even more carriers out of busi-
ness.”
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I quote from "The Sunday Times" of 9th November,
2008:

“Two separate oil hedging deals between the Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) and Standard Chartered Bank (SCB) and CitiBank
have gone wrong and about US$ 30 million was not paid by the CPC
when the deadline (for the October payment) ended on Friday, informed
sources said."

"The Sunday Times reliably understands that the two banks were
scheduled to meet their ambassadors (Britain and the United States) to
put pressure on the CPC to pay, citing it as a sovereign bond, in the two
hedging deals where the CPC was either misled or not properly advised,
according to Central Bank rules, on the risks involved in this kind of
instrument.

Banking sources said the Colombo branches of these banks were
putting pressure on the CPC...”
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“The CPC also has, somewhat smaller, oil hedging contracts with
Deutsche Bank and the Commercial Bank.”
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Healthcare
and Nutrition and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena - Minister of Agricultural
Development and Agrarian Services)
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(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
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“The Sunday Leader” of 20" July, 2008 states, I
quote:

“Foreign Aid drying up despite Govt. boasts”
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"The Sunday Leader" of 05" October, 2008 states, |
quote:

“SL likely to be hit by global economic crisis warns CCC”
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The “Daily Mirror” of 22" January, 2008 states, |
quote:

“Sri Lanka inflation rockets to new record of 26.2 % amid money
printing”
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“The Sunday Leader” of 11™ May, 2008 states, |
quote:

“ Lanka’s CoL unparalleled in the region”
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The “Daily Mirror” of 18" March, 2008 states, |
quote:

* Sri Lanka heading towards a failed economy?”
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“ A top economist has lashed out saying that Sri Lanka boasts of a
high per capita income which appears to be highly exaggerated as half of
the population live below the poverty line and their per capita income is
less than US$ 250.”
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“The Island” of 01 August, 2008 states, | quote:
“WFP says 30% Lankan families go without food for days”
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The “Daily Mirror” of 31% March, 2008 states, |
quote:

"Sri Lanka getting poorer : ESCAP”
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“Sri Lanka faces the risk of getting poorer both in the short and long
term, according to the Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the
Pacific...”
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The “Daily Mirror” of 20" March, 2008 states,
| quote:

“Rs.550 mn worth of cheques returned daily”
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(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena - Minister of Agricultural
Development and Agrarian Services)

©0 ®O0emR®B, 2009 Dwcd 9288ss oy gw Ow
ewddsn ©wOITTVews? wimddh WO 0® gdded
Bodrvewri® meds) vlve BB v YI® WOBD
DB IO O @ YBT® Bed wnd Y®e OB .
280 @853 Gorenie $50B8eBn® DR 81 eOE EIB
17 &8 0 Desd s @y Omn. & Ded B wdyses
05 @dEND O O e® Jed 88D Wednde DwnE
208500 ¢ B 0O Bedmd. ym DaewsI® o® evd
Bw D830 oy E wBDedcs Oulm oy Bw wBed aBwd;
B5088BR® GeE yO@BDow BBwO @® ©d ©®IDd 58
988u meg dn®ed wnd OB gw D1 eEIBBB. WHJ
O 0000 2009 dess wewort gw O ewldmn 928w
BBOO  @u0 2DEND CP° B88acd, GeE ¢®@BDow
S8wWO ¥l Bn®0 & gDEdMd R0 B88acdy a8
0w BB 9m@T® wng edms. & Ded® a8 dn®d
P& WO, e0d Bw Dwd B nEe ©® Jded B
HeodpndE w-dddmws @B v, mnde Bw® mOT0D
882cD oewwr NEO §EHIO adas edmd. Buen D8R
gcnd 928uf WmOmDr. ¢BIN BO OO  em¢sIBN
Doy BEICOT ¥ O, ool ednn, csIvn
WO BEACO L BB  omesIzn i 83D ¢
@0 B BOON @m® ¢dasd Bws OB due RO a8
Befewd Buw 8IsIes.

H105065TLfleD

308 Ced Ded® Qn® JOm yhm B e¢Biesy
5B G008, BBe® OB HBm Gied 8D
ydme Bed »O, w©y 0 Bed »O, HIFE8nHWDGS
eNBed O B¢ 0ed BWGE @R w-OERmW e g
doeme yamwn. 08zl Gbume Lrnledn® Dwd
WO eud 0® Jed AW o § addwed o8 ced
SBm oD BERCD APey uyI® owiwo NE® adexs
D, 0 oeud OFern HBm oTsed NGRS
209Bn® dnewsy 8O Eed YImos w®» axwsy
WO ¢ BOPO0 gD ©® Jed Y8ews! EDH® eV
OEO38 w-dmed IC yodnw Bwecy o8 @, O9n
e, 0057 WO 8® Bwo ©® 00 0OBB®m Dnewsy
DoenE 85 RHOWO CW Jew. OO WOBNIDROB, a8
©w REBOS gBwiwws Bedm HBexn. Sodsersi®
@® Jed Dud ¢ emmD O eBwItss Bwo Bistess, e®
0O ©D aBews’ ©vd mwg S, 923wd &y »S,
GBI g@»OCO Gye ¢l vl ww  ded@w
2O wDCO gy ¢ ©10 BEIcOB. 0wl ¢wid vwmmm
@B WD Bwsiery @8 w08 Smmds BwEed,
48 Cenm08 85ym00 BwEoB. & 9Bwwed ©® wdw, &
Bwmed gdvemes’ @Oy, & fwinewrsy A o
20eTVe 8w O8RS Imed 0O yes € Bedm yium
y@me Swl® wy %HBm oD B@ITVewsy Oz
Cosesrte S50 B®  9OFO wag, ¢B, adom, OBHS
B 8o 07 C1Pd. ©® Dud BB BE BB GPIBO



619 208Ee®sInd 620

[061 ee@Bwic BBews @wvmn)

8¢ ydmed? o8 oo 8860 SwuE yodwm o
Beadmdn. a8 ©wng eduIm0 yoos sudon Bednmd.
8C338w v aws we cdeaddm BBy® 9d B8 WJ
¢® Bedmryds. memBC BEIn Bews O 00 Bedmro.
& 3edRDE EH® YLBTIHDE e Brvcewrsy 8 edDO
BoewidnwsiO ©0 8o Beamdr. g cneld Bwynd oces
@ ePern@d® 8¢ edmn. dFws Sfm vved e
eewnd gdENDEe ymn mer ¢80 OB, god egdw
oen D0OBI0, @ed wiWem HPPOEO @idw dnewsy
OCIIE wo-Bnmdw 86w BBRO 0w BB BwE. O
& me yRs BE, ¢ed S DGOBT 0@ HO® By @O
CH Jene Buco a8 ¢svmdn.

@S ©8& S3Bn® eselch Owm
(oressryLll@ smidlest gweldrw QuBrym)
(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. oo 08908, ged
06 OBE Bp®8-» OBn® »OLED BBE m® dev®
BwE 0.

@0 @e®@Bmc BOewm Svm
(oreryfl@ eowsHNuTe APICFeur)
(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)
On® BwE Bedmdo.

@0 08 & Swsdn® enelch wm
(woreryfl@ sriflefl gweallsrw QuGryT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)
e ® RN w8 B0 9ele mOnIB.

@6 ee®Bsc B8edm @wm

(oreryfl@ sowsHHNuTe APICFenr)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

@ w8 928w WOBTHO. Rz OO  Vervd® By
3DE0s Bedmrydr. OB ymn BEICD 5O BBw a8
DY eDBID BBy, oy B Do W W 88Dedcw
OO ©® 600 EBRw ¥wdw BEICD swyunes CoBws
C Beadmrdr. ged den 8605 88m sdmmeewsy Ow
Ry O Beadmdr. g8 Hhm poFed 88acd  wng
005D Dred®, yD® DBEeWsY-

@0 8. 8. J. 6B vBdes Dvm

(revsryLll@ oyi.15.67. TewTafT LGS TeseT)

(The Hon. R.P.A. Ranaweera Pathirana)

B0 HOBROB, O vFOE v EOE Bedmdr, @200
8:0med »HedBsY BODIw BwE ®OT 86® Bdy®mO
OO BedmDiw B HeERD 0O edDEed OB
OO 0nd OB B Dbvwm @imdie BwEe &8
a» 055 W &BE.

@0 @e®@Bmc BOewm Svm

(orenTfl@ ewwsHMuTe APICFeur)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

PBRD BB 0LdTO wdrd BHODED wslesd WL
OE33E  woDmern Onm BEO  Omermdxm  wL
B5038B® OEISE wBmwed “@ED yma m»J
Beadmdr a@gd 30 Besimnre BHwe. o5 o®@m HBEE
DD B 7.

@G e&dsT g®dn® Bwmn

(omrevsrLll@ Cegmedr SjLOTGIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

2 OBROB, 9538w BBEE @@y ag BO@D?

06 @@ BSetdm Owvm

(orenryil@ eowsBiflure APGserr)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

9538w0D0 BBE 0 Iy WO »EBINsIeE ¢BIHO .

00 08IsT @00 Bwm
(omessrLll@ G mesr ST GIBIS)
(The Hon. John Amaratunga)
e DHEI OWEI BeDDs.

®6 ee®Fsc BSem Owm

(oreryfl@ eopwsFifure APCserr)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

& n@ivnsied ¢slesy oy 05y, & Bw & Hom
D3BO  EBNEBIBN @d W WO ek ¢ o B
DO OB ewoe.

OG etdsT g@0n-® Pwm

(omevsryLll @ Cegmesr ST GIHIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

Ced ywmy ¢ ®@B0dwn dB8wd nPIvnsied Sm ¢
oY) D5y ©53.

©5 ee®fc B8etdm Owm

(wreryll@ enpwsHifure APGserr)

(The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena)

BB  @woWwd wITVews @8 Legve o
Bedmdn. ©050me BEACD D mOmh 5O dwfcwed
508w gy ©wsIOBsY vded -198557 swed- @® ded
2008505 OB OO Poed » . Owo 890850 OsoesaB
6@yu8emewsI® mHBHJd eOE) BPewn. YT @¢ ©e® D
CONCrete m»om = PEE @OV WBIE BRRw OB ©wo
D8  ewddzn B FO, »wOITemd - D,
e50ecDeddeE ¢l DEI®CB, emBTOeE BB DEIHIC®
OB O 5B@oened DB ¢ ©-08WB HOYR D1esH
D08 @@ Dwd n» BE P3O OWHO gud YOOI
ClaT0. & Dr1ed® @m0 Bn OB DRIV BESY e@® Jed
00w BRI 8 OB BEedegw @B Hew. ©®
8EAcD Beddm Bedmyds. od O5F0cews ceod y@dnm
B OF ¢ gecd Bl ©0ITTVewsy 8 Hednm dEBy
B8EAcH. Y OF s wmemw, mae, Ly B
BBO 8w  ©wO®ITRD SO ewus D¥BesIO, O eud
30e8NDBIO, 8O 0ud ¢amWsIO eded OFT® uvey Bw
Dwd @D BB® WC 83Dedce O guvd gm BRY
RISIHPRISINHN

& 200308 Sfm wo®d wOITVews? CR Bedn
degunams. aBs sensy ed wdbdme ¢fsy 988wd
ol Bedn gdEhdE. O BT 6T Om
DO ©OITVewsy ¢80 wng Do »B DD, e®
DO ICBECO 0O ©8sY¢ Grdunre srnleBrn®ied
008 8w Dwd PBIW® ED ES BOITVewWsT GednDn
BBwd qud uwRE0O wng OO yoodw. & Ded® e®
0@d dBwr eNNB gwed ©:0100 Bw1wd V6 ¢ BB
Ogen. F o qud wng O5im ¥, dfiwr en®B
3wed 3002500 Bwwd v ¢ svn O30, & DHed® e®
2008 D8seld 8wwd v g ¢d8m w-08D edvws ©RY
B B 200 00 DONEDROB, © 8mES
$®BOIw Beso e@en® BwmDr 050edB. &5y ¥ w10
eCo® ©¢dned@sInd Bws B8Bwd Bwwd v § ed8m
0080 ©dow ng 8 nESsIne »OB YFID
Beawlesy. O BEICD mBmb8m o 8Rwd, od@w
28 2ESme BB e @r O ORwWO qud 9v® wrny
RISIHPRIISINHN



621 2008 ©2%0:©35 10 622

& Ded®, ©® gw Dw ewldzn B8RO m BZed
Sedversi® 2ol ed Mo 0r0edd, ecimed B O»
cEVO» »FFDeE] o gdme e WO o
ged Jed Sndn e»edd, ecimed edm s SO EH g¢ el
@0 Bednmy piSm adlgc gv 0T e esNedE.
20080 OB YAE COOEO Dred® s OB -8 cODEYH
@® gdgcw DxEn DR BedmDr. CCROD HHFOW gud
80 8 § ydvwed 00008, ecimed ©-08dmw g
CODEO Dred® w@-d8mw 085 vdAL JODEIE, 9m®
8¢ CODERIE ¢ dLOm ndw BEAE yEmw dEm .

e® gw D1 ewldrw BOITVewWsY gud DI ©wnY
OO godsl wdend Beamn. 28l @B O
eCI® cdVO® HEFFOWO, @ adPYcdEO gy 2®
ey ged Jed wDIRHW ey o® adw Diw ewldsn
YIC OCHL ICH® WOT CI®D. & Ded® e® gws D
@wddzn BE @8 ePewI® 8B ¢y ecw BB Cos
aned BEO odoew, OO Omemsieosy 389,
SIS GEB PBHHORD o Diesy syBD wme S
BIO. g Gw Dwd 254, 30a, 408 Bededld omssins es
208ec -IMF- (8 8e» ®enmde emtedB8OcE0 «on
000 0, Dodvewrsi® 8 »EDTHe ©wOISTDeBSY
eCI® @O0 @O 0d0 HO gud OnHE. S008sY
C1Re yBOC »O8 g¢ g g D8¥er’. dedvewsI® wwE
®1019 @00 Bwwd 50 8@ O goms wBewddn ¢Ox
80 37 00sI0n) CADD. & B &0 afBewsy oy & 83w
@n HHBe O8O, god ABBewsy evId) B EWD KHBwx
B8w0, g B85 g emedd ddiww m B3I @n
BB BBwWO 988wd we® VWO bvw wwmeE BHOO
wewr ©® gu O ewldsn Yy DrewrsI® wmed edEs
Bedmdr. 0® g Ded Bednm od@w pildme anlBes
BBe® owddsn B8O Suuvws Sdmdewsy By®
DO, ©® aw D1 9e8ur Hend videdd Duew Bwmdo,
@® Ced Ymmded wWWMOO OVEI D BB WEIB Bwo.
odBs widmae, odBwudw gow BB, odBwexds B¢
Ppedt)ed ©0sT wdw OB g; Suevwd ISenE®
gBewlvw DO ur 0D Bedsies’. E»0 ey cofws
Bedmrdr. OFes HHB» sPfse WO o8 DdD
gdDEOE, dedsewsi®  ©m»  2001-2004 moced "o€
89c & o' OB O@wOVsT nEBT ©® 0ed ed@wdw
0038 mewsi® g@n® oMo ©® Jed widmw -od@ws
PEEmw-, od&w a8 ®mE@sInw Hws O wdydenenrsI®
30mm WO OB o & O@wOws wme Hoed.
Sedvews’ & ORwOvsy ng dedrwsiens’ @Be®
IO sY @B Jew. OO DONEDHROB, el REBOS
@B @ AR DO evemmd &8 Seodaewsy w©ige
BB @00 DD, DY oy Bw @D RBIW® WICHE O
28 O80r® m»mY 0O Qv SodvewsI® ® IO
0®IVO Bedawd OO WIm HBw OO o edEs
Bedm Om 0. g s cam BB e oenms, 1977
80 2005 8506 0 el OB 1® SBEB WO -OFesry KB
ele CBwr, ged ewig ¥ dfen euc@ey Cwrl- s
edug, ods DF®O® e a8 O e BIe®
mbew mer. 2P Ol v Lenledn®ed
pe3e)® 2009 Dwo wewo 4 O gw O 988sy Wmom
@m0 ©® Ced B¢ Gus eduen Wi DN OO
O om0 OmemE ¢ O pE»E  BBe® OB
B8Eedexw mo mnwr. ged 00 o, ged co®ws’y
o, edBueOe o, ¢ed DFWO® o, ged edug v,
208 00 arueD Bo0YS O DEBBZN WO OB WIB
0o BRwO gud & BEICD wnd D5Im yoOss.

DAIBNBD RS0

(FUTBTWST SjeuTser)

(Mr. Speaker)

OO0 ¢OBROB, WS g
20e0ed8 o Bewdss
OB @ B.

Bdade O, O
DOINEMRD  YRowmIw@

PPREO DWW Gerwmewsry @O Hewsl, Hewls
220028 [ ©6 Be-md sadds ®wm ] §cowzncd) Se.

GYBHTLIDS,  FUTBIUWET  YUTHT — YbBITFeoTS sofleorny
yaV@a, LITHF FUTBTWET Yeuiser [wrevmyleg — Llwmbsr
OUWITS 6] HENGVHLD 6UH]5HTIT 6.

Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
SPEAKER

[THE HON. PIYANKARA JAYARATNE] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Disaster
Management and Human Rights)

The Fourth consecutive Budget presented by His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa marks a
significant milestone in the journey towards prosperity
and a better tomorrow for all. It is a journey, Sir,
envisioned in the “Mahinda Chintana" and spelt out in a
more detailed form in the “Mahinda Chintana : Vision for
a New Sri Lanka, Ten-Year Horizon Development
Framework, 2006 - 2016".

Sir, as His Excellency the President pointed out, Sri
Lanka stands at a major crossroads in our modern history.
The President stated, | quote:

“The humanitarian operation to relieve the country from the grips of
terrorism has reached its final phase. A democratic environment for a
political solution in which the power of all people will be amply
strengthened is emerging. A revival of religions, cultural and moral
values has taken place. We have reached a decisive juncture in our
journey towards peace and development.”

This is what the President said, Sir. This Budget,
therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, is an opportune time for
reappraisal of the progress made towards the fundamental
transformation in so many facets of our country’s fortunes
that the present administration pledged to achieve in 2005.
We have a solid base to build on. His Excellency the
President outlined our strength in terms of our consistent
GDP growth since 2006 and the rising per capita income.
Our Government has ensured that the development
priorities are capable of being met with five out of eight
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Millennium Development Goals being on track for
achievement and two more being designated as achievable
by 2015. The eighth does not depend on national factors
alone, Sir, and in terms of the human development, we are
ahead of all other countries in the South Asian sub-region.

The entire country is now aware of the emphasis
placed by His Excellency the President on his policy of
encouraging local producers and production in line with
the “Mahinda Chintana” with a view to empowering the
rural economy. Other budgetary priorities focused on for
2009 relate to reducing the cost of living and to the
utilization of foreign investments productively to enable
us to produce all we can within Sri Lanka. From a
broader standpoint, Sir, whilst promoting local
production, the proposals announced last Thursday are
also aimed at providing relief that would benefit the
majority of the society, not just a fortunate few.
Noteworthy proposals include the reduction of fuel prices,
transport fares, electricity and water tariffs. The Value
Added Tax and the Income Tax, in addition to the
enhanced cost-of- living allowance granted to public
servants and pensioners, are some of the other areas.
Special facilities are also to be extended to members of
the armed forces that are striving so valiantly to preserve
national unity and territorial integrity and to defeat the
forces of terror.

Sir, it is not my intention to go over the several
positive features of the many proposals highlighted by His
Excellency the President. Those are doubtless fresh in
your mind as they are in the minds of my honourable
Colleagues in this august Assembly. Instead, Sir, | will
attempt to deal with some critical policy issues that we, as
a Government and a nation must grapple with if we are to
face the future with confidence and the expectation of a
better life for succeeding generations. Sir, we live in
uncertain times. There is a global financial crisis that is
bringing the world’s biggest economies to their knees.
Food shortages, the spread of HIV/AIDS and other fatal
diseases, climate changes, global terrorism and dwindling
natural resources are challenges that all nations, big and
small, rich and poor, developed and developing, must
contend with. In the face of all these challenges, Sir, the
role of a national government, is sometimes reduced to
merely staving off the worst effects of global threats and
to seek common approaches to dealing with such threats
through regional and international alliances and
collaborative efforts. | will deal with one such issue and
demonstrate how our efforts, creativity and resolve can
enable us to overcome potentially serious consequences
for our people.

Sir, it is generally acknowledged, that there is an
impending prospect of a global food shortage. The prices
of food recently took a sharp upturn on global commodity
markets. Our Government has taken definite and concrete
measures to address just such a threat. His Excellency the
President has provided astute leadership in committing

Sri Lanka to a programme of renewal in agriculture
through the “Api Wawamu - Rata Nagamu” strategy that
will enable us to ensure a measure of food security in the
face of global adversity. As was pointed out on
Thursday, Sir, there are a host of ancillary matters that
need to be addressed if such a strategy is to succeed.
Fertilizer must be made available at a cost that ensures
that farmers can affordably increase their productivity.
Seeds must be made available. Financing and agricultural
extension schemes must be readily accessible. The
Budget Proposals for 2009 provide for all these initiatives
which are critical for the well-being of our people.
Furthermore, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | must point out that
we are not alone in this effort to ensure food security for
our people. With our elevation to the Chair of SAARC,
we have collectively committed to establishing a food
bank for the sub-region and this will prove an additional
guarantee of security. As the Minister in charge of the
subject of human rights, 1 am deeply conscious that our
people do not merely have the guarantee of “freedom
from hunger.” The International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights to which Sri Lanka is a State
Party, declares in Article 11 that the right to food is a
basic human right. The right is realized when every man,
woman, and child alone or in community with others, has
physical and economic access at all times to adequate
food or means for its procurement. This implies, Sir, the
availability of food in quantity and quality, sufficient to
satisfy the dietary needs of individuals. Moreover, Sir,
food must be free from adverse substances, acceptable
within a given culture and accessible in ways that are
sustainable and do not interfere with the enjoyment of
other human rights.

It is manifestly clear, Sir, that our Government is
doing its utmost to fulfil not only the rights of our people
to adequate levels of sustenance, but also to comply with
our international obligations. Sir, as the Minister for
Disaster Management and Human Rights, | am acutely
aware that management of risk and risk reduction is a sine
qua non of dealing successfully with a multiplicity of
hazards. The mitigation, prevention, risk reduction,
preparedness and management of natural and man-made
disasters are dependent, therefore, on a realistic
assessment of risk, planning and management of the
response. Our Government, Sir, has shown the foresight,
character and resilience to face several economic shocks
and the capability to manage our economy in a manner
that has enabled us to avert disastrous consequences for
our people. The price of crude oil that recently spiked at
US Dollars 147 per barrel and the global financial
meltdown has caused many to rethink the merits of the
dominant free-market policies that held sway in much of
the global community. The President explicitly stated
that it is his policy to distance Sri Lanka from the policies
of neoliberalism and unfettered global free trade. Recent
experience has shown that unthinking privatization, de-
regulation and over reliance on the free play of market
forces can have disastrous consequences for national
economies several times the magnitude of Sri Lanka.
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Our Government, Mr. Deputy Speaker, will not shun its
responsibility of oversight, direction, regulation and
supervision of critical segments of the national economy.
We will enable our private sector, our SME sector and our
services sector to thrive and flourish. However, where
direct intervention is needed to ensure balanced
development, social equity and justice and the
strengthening of national capabilities and capacities in
supporting economic growth, we will not shy away from
our responsibility.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, commentators have characterized
some of the fiscal measures announced last week as an
attempt to impose prohibitive tariff barriers on imports
and to revisit the era of import substitution which, we all
recall, was a time of hardship and privation way back in
the 1970s. On the contrary, our attempts, as the President
pointed out, are to incentivize key sectors of production
and to generate savings in foreign currency through
increased national productivity.  After that import
substitution can come into place. For instance, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the traditional occupation of dairy
farming, which was widely engaged in throughout the
South, East and other parts of the country for generations,
should be reinvigorated and strengthened to develop the
economics of those regions as well as to provide essential
nutrition to the people of Sri Lanka. Our Budget
proposals, Sir, are carefully crafted to achieve this object.
We are similarly committed, with the assistance of
modern technology and innovation to building capabilities
in several agricultural service and industrial sectors, to
renew the fortunes of entrepreneurs - large and small -
who wish to contribute to national economic growth and
prosperity in addition to merely gaining a return on their
investment. There is the "corporate social responsibility”
which is gathering momentum. The private sector has, by
and large, acknowledged the growth-oriented approach of
the Budget Proposals and we are confident, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that our Government’s aspirations for our people
will be further advanced by this Budget.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | turn now to the vastly
significant, if not the most important, subject occupying
the agenda of the Government. | refer to the conflict and
its consequences. Our current efforts to combat terror and
ensure a safer, more secure future for all our people, are
bearing fruit after years of protracted conflict. While we
make gains militarily in combating terrorism, we are also
reinvigorating democratic institutions and progressing
speedily with economic development initiatives to lock-in
the gains made so far. Concurrently, Sir, we are
attempting to deal with a host of issues, problems and
potential pitfalls arising from or related to the conflict.
The problems posed by internally displaced persons, their
resettlement and return, as well as the care and welfare of
ordinary civilians affected by the conflict, remain
foremost amongst these. Dealing with post-conflict social
integration and the host of issues connected with ensuring
sustainable futures for those involved in, and affected by,

conflict is another priority. Investment in rebuilding
civilian administration, physical and social infrastructure
and ultimately creating conditions of normality for all our
people, remains our long term goal.

The Eastern Province bears ample testimony to our
approach in dealing with the conflict. As His Excellency
pointed out, a vast majority of displaced people,
numbering approximately 180,000 were resettled within
nine months, in line with international standards. Basic
facilities were reconstructed. The end of 2007 saw local
authority elections conducted in the Batticaloa District.
Earlier this year, Provincial Elections were held and a
popularly elected administration was established in terms
of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution. All
necessary measures, Sir, were taken to bring about the re-
establishment of democracy throughout the Eastern
Province via a pluralistic political process and the
restoration of civil administration to ensure access to the
full gamut of governmental services available to the rest
of the country. Up to now, Rs. 25 billion had been spent
for development of the East including massive investment
in infrastructure. ~ As promised in the "Mahinda
Chintana", a reawakening of the East was made a reality.
A similar strategy is being adopted vis-a-vis the North.
We hope to ensure similar re-democratization of the
entirety of the North in the coming months. As His
Excellency stated, “A ‘Northern Spring’ awaits us - just
over the horizon”.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, our concern for the welfare of
our people does not depend on us gaining military
ascendancy over our adversary and control of territory.
Successive Governments of Sri Lanka have, throughout
the duration of the conflict, sent food, medicine,
educational supplies and other essential items into areas
not under its control. This commitment, over such a
sustained period of conflict, is to my knowledge unique.
Our Government has continued this practice in spite of the
knowledge that some of the humanitarian assistance may
have been diverted to other uses and may not have
reached the intended recipients. We have also established
and strengthened capacities in Vavuniya - the
humanitarian supplies and services hub - to cater to
200,000 displaced people who may wish to escape the
theatre of conflict in uncleared parts of the Vanni. Sadly,
Sir, these people appear to be unable to avail themselves
of the care provided by the Government due to the denial
of their freedom of movement. This, Sir, is in my
opinion, is the biggest human rights violation being
perpetrated on the IDPs in those areas. Despite this, the
Government has sent in approximately 3,000 metric tons
of food supplies for displaced persons, with the assistance
and co-operation of international agencies including the
United Nations, into uncleared areas since the end of
September. | must congratulate the relevant District
Secretaries, the Commissioner-General of Essential
Services, the personnel of the armed services and the
police who have all cooperated in delivering these
supplies. Additionally, we also send in regular
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consignments of consumer items and food supplies to
cater to the needs of ordinary residents in the uncleared
areas.  There are roughly 20 trucks which cross the
Omanthai checkpoint everyday transporting commercial
items. The transport and delivery of supplies has been
very effectively coordinated by my Colleague, the Hon.
Basil Rajapaksa with the help of my Colleague, the Hon.
Risad Badhiutheen, Minister of Resettlement and Disaster
Relief Services and has been executed, as mentioned
earlier, through the Government Agents. So, it is the
Government which takes the bulk of the responsibility and
the UN, INGOs and NGOs complement the efforts of the
Government.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we welcome assistance from our
international  friends and partners in  delivering
humanitarian  assistance and also in furthering
development in Sri Lanka. It is through such friendly
collaboration and cooperation that many of the wants of
the people may be best fulfilled. Our efforts are targeted
towards addressing humanitarian concerns as a result of
the conflict. It is my privilege to chair the Consultative
Committee on Humanitarian Assistance which is a high-
level coordinating mechanism that brings together the
Government and its international partners as well as civil
society representatives to discuss and initiate policy
formulation and implementation on all matters connected
with humanitarian assistance. It is a unique model of a
government-led cooperative and consultative body that is
geared to addressing a range of challenges that arise in the
context of an ongoing conflict. That being said, as the
lawfully elected and constitutionally mandated
governmental authority, we believe that it is our
overarching responsibility and vision that should direct
the flow and targeting of such assistance. Any external
assistance must be in consonance with the Government's
plans and policies and it must be undertaken in close
consultation with the Government.

Our Government’s policy of open and constructive
engagement with international interlocutors is already
bearing fruit. Let me refer to one such example. Sri
Lanka has a caseload of an estimated 300,000 persons
displaced as a result of the conflict before April, 2006.
Some of these persons have been displaced for fifteen to
twenty years. In cooperation with the UN System, we
invited Prof. Walter Kaelin, Special Representative of the
UN Secretary-General on the Human Rights of Internally
Displaced Persons, to visit Sri Lanka in late 2007. My
Ministry, in collaboration with several key Government
institutions and agencies, facilitated his visit. He made
certain recommendations and observations at the end of
his visit, some of which dealt with the protracted caseload
of IDPs. We invited him back two months ago to conduct
a national consultation on the status of these persons. My
Ministry, in coordination with the UNHCR organized the
event. He assisted us by sharing his knowledge of
international best practice and in identifying the initial
steps necessary to formulate a comprehensive strategy of

dealing with these persons. The Government, Sir, is
proceeding to develop an action plan to address the
several issues relevant to this problem. Prof. Kaelin in a
recent address to the Third Committee of the UN General
Assembly in New York commended the approach of Sri
Lankan Government in the following terms: “lI was
greatly encouraged that the Government expressed its
firm commitment to finding durable solutions for those
who have been displaced for many years, in particular
displaced Muslims from the North. | hope for the
development of concrete proposals and actions, and look
forward to my continued dialogue with the Government
of Sri Lanka.”

@0 @b, ©dsxsiesy Owmo
(oredrLyfl@ oyi. FiDLIBHSE0T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

But, is that happening?

@G O8I ©@CEw Bwm
(orenrfl@ warlhs Fwrdnis)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

It is being implemented at the moment. -[Interruption.]
Thank you. | hope you will join us in that effort.

Sir, it is our expectation that we will be able to gain the
cooperation and support of our international partners in
addressing our many challenges through consistent
adherence to this policy of engagement.

In keeping with His Excellency's sentiments, 1 am
confident that we are able to chart our own course through
the troubled waters of storms and upheavals of our time.
Our commitment to a stronger democracy, social justice,
equity for all our people and a brighter tomorrow is
unshaken. The promotion and protection of human rights is a
principal limb of this strategy. My Ministry is proceeding in
its efforts towards drafting of a new constitutional charter of
rights that will enhance the guarantee of human rights of all
Sri Lankan people in fulfilment of a pledge in the "Mahinda
Chintana" manifesto. The charter will incorporate Sri
Lanka’s commitments on the international plane in the
sphere of human rights. It will complement and buttress the
efforts of the All Party Representative Committee to evolve a
consensual political formula that will definitely address the
wants and aspirations of the Sri Lankan people, whatever
their ethnicity, religious, linguistic or cultural background.
This is our Government’s vision to ensure a sustainable
peace, concomitant with the defeat of forces of terrorism and
violence. Concurrently, Sir, we are taking a proactive step to
ensure sustained and consistent efforts to ensure that human
rights are protected and advanced, building on the very real
and tangible gains made in the past. In keeping with the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, we have
taken initial steps to draft a National Plan of Action for the
Protection and Promotion of Human Rights. This plan, Sir,
will be drafted and adopted after a wide consultation with all
relevant actors in Sri Lanka including the Hon. Members of
my own Consultative Committee in this very Parliament.
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is evident therefore, that His
Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s administration is
fully apprised of its responsibilities and is capable of
delivering many expectations arising from its ambitious
programme -developmental, security-related, humanitarian
and political- which it has placed before the people and
which won their democratic endorsement at successive
elections. The 2009 Budget is but a means to the
achievement of that larger end : a new Sri Lanka, which has,
Sir, at its core, the acceptance and realization that Sri Lanka
is a multiethnic, multicultural, multireligious and
multilingual society and that everyone would strive towards
protecting and nurturing this diversity in order that every
person in this country would want to unite and strive towards
achieving the targets of national reconstruction and
development and, ultimately, Sir, a true Sri Lankan identity.

Thank you very much.

[&.00. 11.53]
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON.
RAMALINGAM CHANDRASEKAR] took the Chair.
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“The Food and Agriculture Organization has given ominous
warning of its food price index having risen by 40 per  cent this year,
against only 9 per cent last year.”
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“Asia’s Rice Crisis”

“As skyrocketing prices and shortages take hold, what’s next for
Asia’s most important food?”
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Sir, | quote from "Khaleej Times" of Monday, 14th
April 2008 :

“Shopping priorities changed to cope with rising prices. Families
forced to settle for promotional items, cheaper brands’’

“What we do is try to find promotions and cheaper items, although
this process can be tiring and time consuming. When it comes to other
non-essential commodities, we have learnt to prioritise the items
according to importance, and have greatly reduced the amount of things
we buy as our salaries have not kept up with the rising prices.”
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Sir, I quote from "The Straits Times." It states:

“Global economy facing threat of stagflation”

“Growth may slow to 4-year low and inflation could hit 10-year
high”
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Sir, | quote from "The Business Times", of Monday
3rd November, 2008. It states:

“British PM urges Gulf states, China to contribute to IMF”
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8 Bmom ezwed®@. “The Business Times” of Monday,
3rd November, 2008 sped 0® 88wd Bwo Bedsrdo:

“All indicators down : BT-UniSIM survey”

“The business climate study’s findings point to possibly a 1.2%
GDP contraction in Q4”
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“Spain’s economy faces serious slowdown.

Spain’s economy shrank for the first time since 1993 in the third
quarter, the Central Bank said here last Friday, raising the
possibility that Spain will follow other European countries into
recession.”
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“China’s manufacturing down sharply in Oct.”
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Sir, | quote "The Business Times" of Monday, 3rd November, 2008,
states:

“Germany plans 50b-euro boost to economy”
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Sir, | quote from “The Straits Times” :

* China raises rates again to ease inflation Hike is the sixth this year,
as it battles to cool heated economy”
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I quote :

“China’s shares fall further”

“China’s shares suffered another sharp drop Wednesday, led by real
estate and financial stocks amid uncertainty about Chinese monetary
policy and the credit crisis rolling U.S. markets.” The benchmark
Shanghai Composite Index fell 2.65 per cent to 2,705.87. The
Shenzhen Composite Index for China’s smaller second market fell 4.18
per cent to 808.01”
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The "Daily News" of Thursday, 17" July, 2008 states,
I quote:

“Hard times ahead due to world economic crisis - Raul Castro warns
Cubans"

"Cubans braced themselves for new hardships Saturday after
President Raul Castro told them to expect difficult times because of
economic instability in the world.

'It’'s my duty to speak frankly, because it would be unethical to
create false expectations. To tell you otherwise would be misleading,...'

It states further, | quote:

“ 'We can’t avoid some impact on certain (basic) products and
services,' he said, explaining that the same amount of food Cuba
imported in 2007 will cost an additional 1.1 billion dollars this year.

He called on Cubans to increase farming activities.
‘In other words : we must go back to the land! We have to make it
work!" "
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It states, | quote:
"A world in financial crisis."
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left the
Chair, and THE HON. JINADASA KITULAGODA took the Chair.
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Sir, permit me to speak a few words in English. This
Budget should be viewed within a global perspective
when the whole world has awakened to the frightening
reality of a financial crisis, which is unprecedented in the
contemporary history of mankind. We have been able to
present this Budget which promotes the sustainability of
the economy whilst fostering a sense of optimism for a
bright future for a developing nation. Privatization of all
State owned institutions - the much chanted Mantra and
the oft-prescribed panacea for all economic ills - to
international institutions have been proven to be an ill-
conceived myth. Our own correct policies adopted to
protect and promote the economy have finally proven to
be impregnated with much wisdom for a hopeful future.

| would say that there are vast changes taking place in
the judicial sector as well.
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It being 5.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Tuesday, 11th November, 2008.
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Phone : (+9411 2688200, (+9411) 2688201, (+9411) 2688202 Fax :
(+9411) 2691909, (+49411) 2578479, (+9411) 2690825 E-mail
info@cicagri,com Web Site : www.cicagri.com

August 19. 2008.

The Divisional Secretary,
Kinniya.

Dear Sir,

PROPOSED BANANA CULTIVATION IN KANTALE

This has reference to the several meetings held in the Office of the
Divisional Secretary, Kantale with Hon. Susantha Punchinilame,
Minister of Nation Building and our representatives.

Please find attached documents pertaining to the ELIA Report and
copies of letters forwarded to the relevant Authorities for your kind
information.

As a section of Stage Il is under your purview, we hope that the
information included would facilitate in implementation of this project.

Following are few information pertaining to the project:

Project - Banana Cultivation for Export

Extent - 15000.0 Ac (6000.0 ha)

Location - Kantale : Trincomalee District

Land Allocation - Stage Il and Stage Il proposed vested
lands with SLSC

Type of Operation - Joint  Venture Project with Sumifru
Corporation, Philippine

Type of Cultivation - Banana Cultivation under Micro-irrigation

Proposed Water Source - Mahaweli River
Estimated usage of water - 100°0m3 per ha / day

Reference Documents

* Letter dated 16th July 2008—received from Hon. Susantha
Punchinilame, Minister of Nation Building

* Letter dated June 2008 - received from the Additional
Divisional Secretary, Kantale

* Letter date 4th March 2008 - received from the Chairman,
SLSC

* Survey Map - 1:50,000 Scale
* Project proposal
Thanking You.

Yours faithfully,
for CIC AGRI BUSINESSES (PVT.) LTD.

Keerthi Kotagama,
Managing Director.
Encl:

c.c. Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, Minister of Nation Building
The Chairman, Central Environmental Authority
The Conservator General of Forest
Divisional Forest Officer, Trincomalee
Director General of Wild Life Conservation
Director General of Archeology
Director General of Mahaweli Authority
Divisional Secretary, Kantale

!- LOCATION MAP AREA-STAGE 2143
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 5.18 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Tuesday, 11th November, 2008 pursuant to
the Resolution of Parliament of 24th October, 2008.
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