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The Parliament met at 9.30 a. m. MR. SPEAKER [ THE HON. W.J. M.
LOKUBANDARA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Healthcare
and Nutrition and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Bill, as reported by Standing Committee “B”, to be considered upon
Monday, 10th November, 2008.
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asked the Minister of Sports and Public Recreation,- (1) :

(@) Will he inform this House from the year 2000
to-date per year basis,—

(i) the total amount of money received for the Sri
Lanka Cricket Board,;

(if) the total expenditure;
(iii) the surplus in each year;
(iv) the interest earned by the Cricket Board;

(v) the amount of money earned by the Sri Lanka
Cricket Board for the TV rights and to whom it
was awarded;

(vi) whether it was done after tenders;

(vii) if so, the names of the tenderers along with the
value;

(viii) if not so, the person who authorized it; and

(ix) the names of the local agents of the above
tenderer who won the award?

(b) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena - Minister of Urban
Development and Sacred Area Development and Chief
Government Whip)
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Hon. Minister, If you can read out the figures relating
to last year, | think, that would suffice.
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Hon Minister, kindly mention the relevant Ministers in
Europe to whom any Member of the UNP went and made
this statement. Then, we can get him to clarify it. Kindly
tell us who went and made this statement; to which
Minister, in which country?
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0® BesI»®. | have met the Commissioner of
External Affairs and the Commissioner of Trade of the
EU. | have met in Colombo, Lord Malloch— Brown when
he came here. | met him once in London and | met him
subsequently here. All the Ministers met him. Other
Ministers | have met, or for that matter any other Member
of the UNP, has been during their visits here. We have
told them very, very clearly, as far as we are concerned,
we are for the territorial integrity of Sri Lanka; that
terrorism has to be countered by security response, maybe
the Army in some places, police in other places but that
long-lasting peace depends on a political solution
acceptable to all parties and based on democracy.

One issue which we have with the Government is that,
the difference between Sri Lankan Government and the
LTTE is that we are a democratic entity. The LTTE
prevented the voters from voting at the Presidential
Election which resulted in the victory of Mr. Rajapaksa
and he has become the President. They are not a
democratic entity. But unfortunately, today Sri Lanka is
also not being a demacratic entity, there are restrictions on
the media. Already there have been new restrictions
imposed on the media. Then, there have been abductions
of media personnel. There has been pressure brought on
the Members of the Opposition parties. Those are issues
that | have taken up. If that is so, the first person who took
such issues up during the period 1989 to 1990 had been
the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa. &=» &8 csiods. § oo
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Hon. Speaker, | am on a point of Order on this
particular Question. Now, look at Question No. 2 (a) (i) It
can be easily answered. All I am asking is the date that the
former President signed the agreement with the LTTE
relating to the peace process. So, why can he not answer
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(@) @erCmed, sreir?

FaevallBL0mer

asked the Minister of Trade, Marketing Development,
Co-operatives and Consumer Services, :

(a) Will he inform this House,—

(i) the total consumption of Gas in the country as of
today;

(if) the quantity locally produced and quantity
imported separately;

(iii) the retail price of Gas over the last 20 years;

(iv) whether any subsidy is given to reduce the
burden of the consumer; and

(v) if so, the amount that has been given as of today?

(b) Will he state separately as at today, all the taxes
imposed on Gas, if imported or locally produced,
until it reaches the consumer?

(c) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane - Minister of Trade,
marketing Development, Co-operatives and Consumer Services)
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Annexure tabled :

Annexure 01

The retail Price of Gas Celinder over the last 20 years.

Year Price (Rs.)
1989 150.00
1990 176.46
1991 225.00
1992 225.00
1993 260.00
1994 258.33
1995 250.00
1996 272.92
1997 300.00
1998 310.00
1999 315.83
2000 423.65
2001 509.00
2002 520.11

The current retail price of L P Shell Gas 12.5Kg - Rs. 1,785/-

The current retail price of Laugh Gas 12.5Kg - Rs. 1,679/-

Annexure 01

Year Shell Gas Laugh Gas
12.5Kg 12.5Kg
2003
Jan - 03 665.00 665.00
May - 03 595.00 590.00
Jun - 03 570.00 570.00
Aug - 03 595.00 595.00
2004
Jan - 04 620.00 620.00
Aug - 04 690.00 670.00
Sep - 04 789.00 740.00
Oct - 04 789.00 780.00
2005
Mar - 05 794.00 780.00
May - 05 800.00 785.00
Jun - 05 894.00 785.00
Jul - 05 793.00 879.00
Aug - 05 793.00 778.00
Nov - 05 850.00 850.00
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2006/7

Feb - 06 960.00 939.00
May - 07 998.00 959.00
Jun - 07 1,085.00 959.00
Jul - 07 1,085.00 1,060.00
Sep - 07 1,298.00 1,248.00
Nov - 07 1,313.00 1,248.00
2008
Jan - 08 1,488.00 1,495.00
Mar - 08 1,749.00 1,831.00
May - 08 1,729.00 1,819.00
Jul - 08 1,737.00 1,668.00
Sep - 08 1,863.00 1,859.00
Oct - 08 1,785.00 1,679.00
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(m)  @e1Cmev, ereir?
asked the Minister of Public Estate Management and
Development :
(a) Will he inform this House,—

(i) whether an official residence has been provided
for the Minister of Public Estate Management
and Development (Cabinet);

(it) if so, whether it is a property owned by the
State; and

(iii) if it is not owned by the State, the basis on
which it has been allocated?

(b) Will he submit to this House separately,—

(i) if an official residence has been allocated,
whether it has been repaired or upgraded
during the years 2005, 2006 and 2007;

(ii) if it has been repaired, the amount of money
spent in each year for that purpose;

(iii) whether furniture or any other equipment for
the use of the aforesaid official residence, has
been purchased at Government expense during
the years 2005, 2006 and 2007; and

(iv) if so, the amount spent on them?

(c) Will he state,—

(i) separately, the number of units of electricity
and water that have been used at this official
residence during each month of the years 2005,
2006 and 2007; and

(if) the amount of money spent by the relevant
Ministry for electricity and water used at the
above mentioned official residence in each
month of the aforesaid years?

(d) If not, why?
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(%) @ Gmev, erir?

asked the Minister of Education, :
(&) Will he inform this House—

(i) whether an official residence has been provided
for the Minister of Education (Cabinet);

(ii) if so, whether it is a property owned by the
State; and

(iii) if it is not owned by the State, the basis on
which it has been allocated?

(b) Will he submit to this House separately,—

(i) if an official residence has been allocated,
whether it has been repaired or upgraded
during the years 2005, 2006 and 2007;

(it) if it has been repaired, the amount of money
spent in each year for that purpose;

(iii) whether furniture or any other equipment for
the use of the aforesaid official residence, has
been purchased at Government expense during
the years 2005, 2006 and 2007; and

(iv) if so, the amount spent on them?

(c) Will he state,—

(i) separately, the number of units of electricity
and water that have been used at this official
residence during each month of the years 2005,
2006 and 2007; and

(if) the amount of money spent by the relevant
Ministry for electricity and water used at the
above - mentioned official residence in each
month of the aforesaid years?

(d) If not, why?
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() @)earCmev, eyear?
asked the Minister of Finance and Planning, :
(a) Will he inform this House of,—
(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(if) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor was available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign liquor
was available,

which had been in the Anuradhapura district
before the present Government came to power in
20047

(b) Will he state,—

(i) the number of foreign liquor shops;

(ii) the number of holiday resorts where foreign
liquor is available; and

(iii) the number of tourist resorts where foreign
liquor is available:

which are in the Anuradhapura district at
present, after the present Government came to
power in 2004?

(c) Accordingly, will he submit to this House the
number of foreign liquor shops, holiday resorts and
tourist resorts for which liquor licenses were issued
after the present Government came to the office,
along with the names and addresses of their owners,
separately?

(d) If not, why?
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(%) @erCmed, areir?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Management
and Minister of Ports and Aviation :

(@) Will he submit to this House separately the
number of minor irrigation tanks and major
irrigation tanks which have been reconstructed
during the period from the year 2000 up to the
year 2007, in the Mundalama Divisional
Secretary’s Division?

(b) Will he submit to this House,—

(i) separately, the places that was reconstructed
and the amount of money allocated for such
reconstructions in respect of each of the
aforesaid tanks;

(if) the names and addresses of the institutions that
carried out the relevant contracts; and

(iii) the names of the tanks which have been
abandoned by now, due to the inability of
obtaining water from those tanks for
agricultural purposes?

(c) Will he state whether he will take necessary steps
to restore the aforesaid tanks?

(d) If not, why?
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()  @)eT@mev, syesr?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Management
and Minister of Ports and Aviation :

(@) Will he submit to this House separately the
number of minor irrigation tanks and major
irrigation tanks which have been reconstructed
during the period from the year 2000 up to the
year 2007, in the Puttalam Divisional Secretary’s
Division?

(b) Will he submit to this House,—

(i) separately, the places that was reconstructed
and the amount of money allocated for such
reconstructions in respect of each of the
aforesaid tanks;

(if) the names and addresses of the institutions that
carried out the relevant contracts; and

(iii) the names of the tanks which have been
abandoned by now, due to the inability of
obtaining water from those tanks for
agricultural purposes?

(c) Will he state whether he will take necessary steps
to restore the aforesaid tanks?

(d) If not, why?
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(%) @erGpev, sreir?

asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water
Management and Minister of Ports and Aviation,:

(a) Will he submit to this House separately the number
of minor irrigation tanks and major irrigation tanks
which have been reconstructed during the period
from the year 2000 up to the year 2007, in the
Anamaduwa Divisional Secretary’s Division?

(b) Will he submit to this House,—

(i) separately, the places that was reconstructed
and the amount of money allocated for such
reconstructions in respect of each of the
aforesaid tanks;

(ii) the names and addresses of the institutions that
carried out the relevant contracts; and

(iii) the names of the tanks which have been
abandoned by now, due to the inability of
obtaining water from those tanks for
agricultural purposes?

(c) Will he state whether he will take necessary steps
to restore the aforesaid tanks?

(d) If not, why?

@0 EosTd endbisy Owm

(wrewrLll@ HCesrey @ 6vTouTSH60T)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

@O0 DAONGHHOB, DB@8e o BE WHEOLNWMO®H
3@ w8 DGW ¥ QOBT eEDs gLIHBH® EDREDET &
08 yEmIWO BERS winm* momdo.

*om ed®ss O DA c¢ 8End .
* FLITLSL_S8)60 sweusLILIL L aflswr
Answer tabled:

(2) 2000 D&sed &80 2007 6w ¢ wEs BE BB
©clned®nd 985 wHORD wedBu eCEHm® emdwinsed
883 990 owd @v u8&ren D880 B8O yRw-edwmdenw »C
oD

(@) () aoe ovned.
(i) gpe ezwed.
(iii) goe ezwed.

(21) @cog ev0ed.

(1) o> e,

OB e ©@ov® : gisie OedDE®
HEmSglenn CLbbgId SbLef] : LewfliiLrert Fenu
KALUTARA BUS COMPANY : BOARD OF DIRECTORS

0698/°08

10.06; 8. cfad BBE eseldh duvm (O ©os
Ceudm Owmo e@ONDD)
(orewrLil@ eTid. CrFl) ewidHey QUGTTT - wreTyWE FTd
TeRTOUSS - FITLITS)
(The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera on behalf of The Hon.
Sarath Ranawaka)
DB GRIBDDoensT gy y@mw, - (1):
(@) (1) 2004 208Ce®rtn ©BOCmewsy oty DOHS s
0@0e® Y Beed e e quHis
BB DL Doimy HBLO o) & Bedg;
(i) evndesd 5® 80 eodn mOedc;
(i) 3O ACH® me BEWSE owvd edmw ylociss
BDYABIC;
(iv) gasde ©e30CEE0 #8300 ecsn 0dms g o
Yede;
(V) e 5® g mbeag;
(Vi) 0®® 5588 Bosmmc 0d¢;
@535y D EO® w5 ¢BIDBTeEH?

() oo» gue VadEed 90 eComw I 68O
25000 928w mIBIemBe?

(1) 28830 gte OEOEW EDNOO Bo1vHWME LS
e © Pod »H® 08 Sme W ¥GBTed %
eCanYw O 0O 50D @E8un mIsTemde?

(1) () D0 BBO Beso O© gves ODEHO ©EOBO
Dolm0 BBOO em0nB edc;
(i) 2T ©EdDBO Dobim meg WO,
(i) Bovoyme o900 ernEe FABBBO0 HOOH
83¢
@535y O7® st WO emEe?
(9) oznded mnd® JOxk?

CursGaurssgl SewwiFanrds Cxl L ailsrm

i) 2004 b oyewT(H) LUTTTERLeTMSS G isedle LsTeri
(=) (i) At> @G G,
saEvssion  CUBhSIS
IVIUVESSHD LemflwTHBlw LesflliuTeri Fepudsg,
SLMWEG Fupsweallliugne@ @)L wellssiiul L g,

&1oLiesfluflesr SHEMEVENLD

(i) @)TCD6vL HBMHSETEST STTERTLD WTG,

(i) @omasrs BiiLbSSS 2 SSHCWTHESSTHET VG
TG [BLIT&S6T W,

(iv) wuewliiiureri Fewus@ weoperrT alssdlsd) Ceumy
L g6 Blwibldbas il L riserT,

(V) Cwefled, g1 sTiIBLTS),

(Vi) @)$swaw BlwweThissT FU L FHwrarsr

STETLIENS Sjeu @)FFemLid@ plailliiumrrr?

(=) Guwpuy wvssiiiiureri Fewuuiler Quuwirt UL 1quweneD
Ojeui @) FFemuiufled FwilNiiurym?

uenfliiureri  FewusGl ueors  FUL

Faluflevrer FeouGWTeTn  Blwifldsi

ulywiflet 9% Sasdlewwud Qeuiseng Guwi

Seweruid ojeui @)FFemuiuilev Fwitifliumrymr?

(@) @opsryr

ussflliumeTi



419 208Ee®sInd 420

[0 ©8. ediad @8mE evedc ®wmo)

() (i) @evLwmisear allwaralldSLILL L S6T — HTTEILOTS
YSSHWBHW  LesTlLiLmeni

FpHefldas wpigwmrwn CuUreTs,

FLUlTT)  FHL WIS G

(i) @euirasr sTIBLITS HLe00SH G FWpoLaflSSTia6T,
(ili) F#lfurer Puwerhiseear' Quprg uswlliumreri
Heir () sorear(pGLo 2 _eirenrmiGerT

sTTLIEN S jeul GWILLNHeurym?

(20) @ear@msv, eysir?

asked the Minister of Transport,:

(&) Will he inform this House,—

(i) whether the Board of Directors attached to the
Head Office of the Kalutara Bus Company
were allowed to report for duty after the
Parliamentary Election of 2004;

(ii) if they were not allowed to do so, the reason
for it;

(iii) the names of officers and other persons who
were involved in the above mentioned incident;

(iv) whether other persons were appointed to the
Board of Directors in an improper manner;

(v) if such persons were appointed, the date on
which it was done; and

(vi) whether those appointments are legal?

(b) Will he submit to this House the list of the names
of the aforesaid Board of Directors?

(c) If a lawful Board of Directors was appointed in
place of the improper Board of Directors, will he
submit to this House the list of their names and
their dates of appointments?

(d) Will he state,—

(i) whether the aforesaid Board of Directors was
not able to report for duty due to various
influences;

(if) the date on which they reported for duty; and

(iii) whether there are Directors, who have not yet
been appointed legally?

(e) If not, why?
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(2) @)er@msv, eyeor?

asked the Minister of Transport, :

(a) Is he aware of the circulars that were issued after
the 2004 General Election, namely the one issued
by the Secretary to the Ministry of Transport dated
27.04.2004, bearing No. EJ/T/204 (5) and the
circular issued by the General Manager of Sri
Lanka Central Transport Board dated 18.05.2004,
bearing No. PA/405/12/ Cluster?

(b) Will he admit that the appointments, promotions
and transfers that were given after the 2004
General Election were to be considered as
cancelled, as directed by the aforesaid circulars?

(c) Will he inform this House,—

(i) whether those irregular appointments have
been rectified by now; and

(ii) if so, the names of officials to whom it is
relevant?

(d) Will he submit to this House the list of the names
of the officials whose appointments were
regulated?

(e) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, :
(a) Will he inform this House,—

(i) whether Depot Manager Rathnasiri Liyanage
and Finance Manager Jayasena who received
appointments at Horana Depot of the Kalutara
Bus Company after the Parliamentary General
Election held in 2004 have been interdicted
over a financial fraud;

(ii) the date on which the aforesaid interdiction was
done; and

(iii) the relevant charge for the aforesaid
interdiction?

(b) Will he submit to this House,—

(i) whether there was an Additional Staff Manger
post in the then approved cadre for officers of
the Kalutara Bus Company; and

(ii) if there was not such a post in the aforesaid
cadre, what type of a officer had been
included?

(c) Will he state,—

(i) whether the former Finance Manager, B.L.
Nimal Jayasekara, had been interdicted;

(ii) if he had been interdicted, the relevant charge
for doing so; and

(iii) if he has been reinstated, the post in which he
has been reinstated?

(d) Is he aware that the above mentioned person by the
name of Jayasekara has served both as the
Additional Staff Manager and the Staff Manager at
the same time in an improper manner?

(e) Will he admit that,—

(i) if he was appointed to those posts in an
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(i) the measures taken by him and the
appointments, promotions and transfers made
under his signature during the period in which
he served in those two posts are also not legal?

(f) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home
Affairs,—:

(&) Is he aware that steps have been taken to amend
the relevant Act enabling the officers, who
married after premature retirement due to the
closure of Departments or the abolishing of
posts, to contribute, if they wish to, to the W &
OP fund and receive pension till they reach the
age of 55 years?

(b) Will he inform this House,—

(i) whether the amended Bill has been referred to the
Legal Draftsman; and

(i) whether steps will be taken to include the
employees serving in the armed forces and retire
before the age of 55?

(c) Will he take necessary action to implement the
regulations in this amendment Act promptly?

(d) If not, why?
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(@) BQ1Gmed, arair?

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal
Administration and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order,

(@) Is he aware that,—

(i) Mr. H.M.M. Maharoof of No. 264/1, Samagiwatta,
Dangedara, Galle had lodged a complaint (File No.
MNBD/PAC/2453) to the ‘Presidential
Commission to look into the grievances of the
victims of the ethnic riots in 1981—1984’;

(ii) following investigation by the said Commission
and on recommendation of compensation, a cheque
for the value of Rs. 20,000/-, bearing N0.901329
and dated 28.09.2007 had been issued in his name
by the Ministry concerned,;

(iii) since Mr. Maharoof died on 28.04.2007, his wife
Mrs. Haleemath Sahdia has sent back the aforesaid
cheque and the relevant documents to the relevant
Ministry on 22. 11. 2007 ; and

(iv) the cheque has not been issued in the name of Mrs.
Halimath Sahdia, who is legally entitled to the said
compensation?

(b) Will he take necessary action to issue the cheque in
the name of Mrs. Haleemath Sahdia, wife of the late
Mr. Maharoof?

© If not, why?
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(%) @erGmed sreir ?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home
Affairs, :

(@) Is he aware that,—

(i) Mr. Mohammad Falil Mohammad at No. 40/2,
Makuluwa New Road, Galle, died in an accident
while serving as a labourer in the Galle
Municipal Council; and

(if) Mrs. Mohammad Sahidnoor Murpida, the wife
of the aforesaid person got her husband’s
pension (Pension N0.14995) until her death in
25.10.2001?

(b) Will he admit that Pathumma Seena and Mohammad
Vaseer, the two underaged children of the above
mentioned husband and wife are entitled to the
Orphans’ pension and Pathumma Seena, the eldest
daughter has been given the pension under Orphans’
pension grant (W & OP Pension N0.38462 and W &
OP Pension No0.2575) up to 19.05.2005, but the
payment of pension dues to Mohammad Vaseer who
is also entitled to that has not been implemented as
yet?

(c) Will he take necessary action to pay pension dues to
Mohammad Vaseer who is also entitled to it from
14.02.2006 under the Orphans’ pension grant
without delay?

(d) If not, why?
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Hon. Member, your time is over.
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(The Hon P. Ariyanethran)

Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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@G @200 8B G1e5d8sT Bwmo
(oreryfl@ Qurawl a41feh reariidsr)
(The Hon. Mohamed Shafeek Rajabdeen)
Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, | thank you for giving me the
opportunity to participate in the Debate on the Fourth
Budget presented by His Excellency the President, the
Minister of Finance of this country.

Sir, the Budget for 2009 has been presented by His
Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa, sowing the seeds of
prosperity and economic growth, at a time when there is
no possibility of a high yield in this country which is in
the midst of a financial crisis.

Today, history has been created in the world by
Barack Hussein Obama who has been elected to the
White House. He has made the American dream come
true where earlier colour, caste, creed and religious
beliefs deprived a citizen from being elected to the
highest office as President of the United States.
Abraham Lincoln proposed something but the
countrymen disposed of him. The American
Independence and the conditions prompted Martin Luther
King, the civil rights activist, to advocate reforms but the
world brutally killed him. John F. Kennedy made moves
to reform and in 1963, the assassination of the visionary
leader took place.

America, now the New World, is a super role model
of the world. It has blue states and red states. It is very
simple, they are United States. People irrespective of
colour, caste, creed and religious beliefs have come
together for a “change” in the New World. That has
shown every human being, millions of people all over the
world, that the white supremacy has been overcome by
change. Itis a lesson that we all must take very seriously.
Well done Obama! Your "change" will be a policy that
would bring peace, understanding and fellowship amongst
all people of the world. You have shown that equality
reigns supreme in the New World.

Whilst we look at America, the Super Power, let us
also look at our Motherland, just a teardrop in the ocean.
In our tiny land, torn apart by terrorism with the promise
of peace in the near future, thousands of soldiers have laid
down their lives to give us a better tomorrow. Twenty
five years of war and terror have killed and displaced
millions of people. Our country is hoodwinked and
betrayed by the policy of "Mahinda Chintana" of the
grand Alliance of the Government formed together with
the Communist Party, the Jathika Hela Urumaya, the
Mahajana Eksath Peramuna, the CWC - the Workers'
Congress - the National Unity Alliance, the dissident
Members of the UNP and the dissident Members of the
SLMC. Peace and cohabitation is the major quest in
today’s world.

Sir, let me thank you again for giving me the
opportunity to participate in the Debate on the Budget for
2009. The biggest source of revenue for this country is
the taxes which amount to approximately Rs. 600 billion.
Our largest Head of expenditure is for salary payments
to the public servants of our country. There are
approximately 1.2 million Government servants and four
and a half lakhs of pensioners and senior citizens who are
drawing out money or draining out the coffers passed by
this great Budget. Since Independence up to date, our
biggest expenditure has been the repayment of loans
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obtained by consecutive governments as foreign loans. In
1960, it was recorded at US Dollars 6.2 billion; in the
1970s, it was US Dollars 8 billion; in the 1980s, after the
introduction of the open economic policy, it has increased
to US Dollars 310 billion and in the 1990s, it has come to
an amount of US Dollars 1,117 billion. Our borrowings
are increasing day by day. The foreign loans we have
obtained between 1980 and 1990 have increased by over
500 per cent.

Mr. Presiding Member, what | am trying to say is that
one cannot feed his family by borrowing and taking
overdrafts from banks because some day he is bound to
crash as there would be no cash flow. A higher level of
income should be shown to overcome the higher rate of
interest. The rate of interest in our country is the highest
in the region and we see that since the latter part of 2007,
the world economy has been heading towards a recession.
The gradual collapse of housing markets and the financial
system and the losses incurred by international banks and
the deep credit squeeze have drastically reduced the
investment growth and outlook in many countries. Due to
rising inflation, the economic growth has declined in most
countries the world over, creating a lesser demand for
commodities and a stiff competition globally. Foreign
exchange earners in the forefront connected to tea and
rubber and industrial value added products such as the
apparel industry and agricultural products are affected due
to the increase in the cost of living and high oil prices and
the increase in electricity and transport charges.
Considering the poverty-stricken people in the Third
World, we are in an equal position with the people of
Africa today where we see bankrupt governments have
prompted disaster to its people with no food, no clothing,
no shelter and terror has taken shape in those lands along
with ethnic cleansing and genocide on a large scale.

We do not want Sri Lanka to come to that stage. That
is why we are all united in fighting a war on terror,
considering a united Sri Lanka as an important aspect. As
a member of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress representing
over 8 to 10 per cent of the Muslim population in this
country, we see no development in the tourist industry, in
the building industry or in the business world. Our share
market is collapsing and it is very unrealistic since only a
few are calling the shots in our reserves. Most of the
skilled labour force is leaving the country. Mr. Presiding
Member, that is the only consolation we have. The
educated are leaving the country looking for greener
pastures and the unskilled women are sent to the
Middle-East as housemaids. Our country is left with
narrow-minded citizens who advocate themselves to petty
politics making lives miserable with ethnic and racial
problems. We foresee that any further unrest will bring
doom to our motherland.

I would like to state that if America can change its
policies and elect as its President an African who belongs
to a minority community, which comprises of only 11 per

cent of the total population, and if India can have a Prime
Minister who is from the minority Sikh community and
even had a Muslim President and a Chief Minister from
another community, why can Sri Lanka not do it?

The other day, | listened to an Hon. Member of the
JHU who said that this land is a Sinhala land, a Bauddha
country and he wanted to reclaim the lands that were
given to the peasants and farmers as sacred lands. Even
Mullaitivu is being quoted as a sacred land. We should
not deprive others if we want to have unity and
development in this country. Let wus not be
narrow- minded; treat everybody with equality. Who
cares whether you are a Sinhala, a Tamil, a Burgher or a
Malay? Let us all work together because it is our
motherland. Let us not tell each other, “l am a Lankan;
you are a foreigner”. | will invite those people who say
that we are foreigners to go before a mirror and ask
themselves as to who they are. All religions speak of
co-existence and respect for one another’s beliefs and
above all, we must respect the human nature, desire and
demands.

Mr. Presiding Member, the Budget has not addressed
the SMEs even though the Government always speaks of
SME development. Today, the handicraft industry in Sri
Lanka has virtually closed down where more than 1,200
craftsmen are unemployed. Since there is no active
support by the Government to revive this industry and
with the downward trend in the tourist arrival, the
handicraft industry has gone bankrupt. The Government
must, under the Ministry of Rural Industries and
Self-employment Promotion accommodate them and
revive this industry by giving special grants and loans. To
revive the industry, the Government should at least send a
delegation to India to see how they turn out
products out of coconut husks and how they run the
cottage industry of handicrafts there. The cottage
industry of handicrafts in India is given special
recognition and the craftsmen are brought under a cluster
and are supported. The Budget does not specify any form
of support to this category of industry even though in the
"Mahinda Chintana" they are referred to right throughout.
In that programme of development, the SMEs are the
backbone of the country’s economy.

With the current economic crisis, with an inflation of
over 20 per cent and the unbelievable interest rates, most
of the small and medium industries in the Island have
virtually closed down. The State banks, at this stage,
must bail them out and restructure their loans before all
the small and medium industries are closed down.
Otherwise, this will reverse the development process;
create more unemployment and the economy of this
country will be at stake. The Government of the day
should address this issue urgently, not on paper but in
reality. The Lankaputhra Bank along with the other State
Banks, at this stage, must restructure the loans given to
the SMEs. It is useless for the State Banks to show
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profits in millions at the end of the year without
giving any financial support to the SMEs. Today, an
entrepreneur cannot get any bank loan without a collateral
and this will be with a 20 per cent interest.

Recently, | met a Member of the delegation that came
to Sri Lanka from Malaysia and Singapore to do an
investment programme. The very first thing that he did,
Sir, was to go around the market and see as to what the
potential is. As Sri Lanka is a very risky country for
potential investment, he went to a few banks and when he
met me he said, “I can invest all my money in these banks
because the rate of interest that | would get is well over
18 per cent on my bulk investment. There is no
purpose of doing business here. In Singapore, for
business the bank interest rate is 3 to 6 per cent whereas
our profit turnover is only 3 per cent. So, there is no need
to toil and do business here. It is better to put our money
in a bank and collect it with interest”. That is what this
country is doing. There are many wealthy citizens. This
Government is not aware of all this. If you keep
somebody at the steps of a casino, you will see the influx
of black money and who has this black money. The Inland
Revenue Department does not know these things. The
people who have money have a lot of money. But they
are not properly taxed. So, the Government must explore
every avenue to bring them to book.

Today, the Labour GSP has not been looked at. | am
afraid that a large number of factories are being closed
down and there is unemployment. Duties are entrusted to
a number of ministers in the industrial sector. Foreigners
opt to open fixed deposits in Sri Lanka rather than to start
industries anymore. The current state of this
country is very critical especially with regard to the
export-oriented industries to the EC countries. If the GSP
Plus issue is not addressed positively, | am afraid that a
large number of factories would have to be closed down.
The GDP will be reversed. The Government has entrusted
the task of tackling the GSP Plus issue to too many
ministers and all of them have different views and their
own agendas. Unless this issue is addressed properly,
Sri Lanka will lose this concession. Too many ministers
will spoil the soup. There are more than four ministers
trying to address one issue and take wings every month to
the EC countries and we only see newspaper reports
which state that all four ministers are sitting on the GSP.
The President should entrust the handling of export trade
to one minister and he has to take up issues and find
solutions. In all the discussions on the apparel industry,
private sector participation must be included.

Hon. Presiding Member, | would like to talk on the
fuel subsidy. Fuel subsidy should have been given before
the Budget and not during the Budget. The Government
had no option when Laugfs Gas and Shell Gas reduced
the prices of LPG before the Budget prompting an
overstock of petroleum products in the city. Nobody
stocked petrol before the Budget. Most of the petrol
sheds in the city are closed with no stocks. Most of the

petrol sheds went dry. Had the Government reduced the
prices of petrol and diesel before the Budget they would
have stored more petrol and made additional money. The
relief of Rs. 30 for diesel and Rs. 15 for petrol is not an
important factor; it is an interim relief and the price of gas
and petrol can go up day by day depending on the world
market prices.

I would agree with the Hon. Sunil Handunetti of the
JVP in regard to the fact that a mere increase of Rs.1,000
to the public servants is not sufficient. Once the salaries of
public servants are increased, it could never be
decreased. It is permanent. If the Government grants a
mere allowance of Rs. 1,000, then it can be reduced as
and when you want. The increase and the decrease of the
price of petrol by the Government has nothing to do with
the increase of the salaries of public servants. If you
continue to do good work with the public, the public will
look after you. The increase of productivity is essential.
The Government may impose taxes from 15 to 20 per
cent on commodities. But a bigger slice of increment
must be considered for the public servants. Depending on
the increase and decrease of prices of essential
commodities, the Government could not reduce the
salaries from time to time. Pay-cuts are only possible
with non-performance and non-attendance. |1 would like to
say that public servants need motivation, an increase in
their salaries and an increase in productivity and a clear
mind.

Mr. Presiding Member, | would now like to touch on
the estate sector of this country. Estate workers are being
paid very low salaries and have been ignored. There is no
relief given when the prices of sugar, milk, flour and all
other basic commodities go up. | wish to speak about
the production of tea. There are over one million people
who contribute to the advancement of the tea industry.
They have brought in a lot of revenue to this country
though we do not appreciate it today. As there is no
proper tea plucking taking place, there is no good price
for tea and the world market has a recession on tea.
Therefore, there is no relief given to the estate workers.
You want the estate labourers to be labourers today,
tomorrow and forever. There is no proper education and
no roadways in the plantations. The welfare of these
estate labourers must be looked into. So, | would like to
request the President to look into this.

The composition of tax revenue projected from
January to October 2008 shows that there is 21 per cent
on income tax, 37 per cent on VAT, 19 per cent on Excise
Duty, 11 per cent on Import Tax, and 5 to 7 per cent on
other miscellaneous taxes. An analysis of revenue for the
years 2005 to 200 shows an increase of income tax from
Rs. 709 billion to Rs. 855 billion and the total
expenditure from Rs.1,016 billion to Rs. 1,197 billion.
So, the deficit has increased from Rs. 307.35 to Rs. 336
billion.
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The bulk of the recurrent expenditure is for personal
emoluments and welfare subsidies of Government
servants. This country gives everything free to the poor
from the day they are born to the day they die. We have
also given everything to the Government servants but
there is no productivity. So we have to work with the
Government servants to bring more productivity to the
country. With regard to the expenditure, the repayment
of foreign loans is the biggest burden to the country.
| think the foreign loans borrowed by consecutive
governments to develop our country have made our
children indebted for life and those who are being born
and yet to be born will also be paying these debts in
millions.

To wind up my speech, | wish to bring the words of
Archbishop Oscar Romero to the limelight. | quote:

“Peace is not the product of terror or fear. Peace is not the silence
of cemeteries. Peace is not the silent revolt of violent repression. Peace
is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the good of all. Peace is
dynamism. Peace is generosity. It is right and it is duty.”

The chintanayas of all religious leaders such as Lord
Buddha, Jesus Christ, Holy Prophet Sallalahu
Alaihiwasallam and Lord Krishna will conquer the hearts,
minds and the rights of the people. But if we are to reap
any harvest, let us not talk of man-made chintanayas; let
us put our heads together irrespective of caste, creed and
religion, work as human beings and call ourselves, “Sri
Lankans” and not "Sinhala", "Demala" or "Marakkala".
Assalamu Alaikkum.
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It being 5.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Monday, 10th November, 2008.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 5.29 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Monday, 10th November, 2008 pursuant to the
Resolution of Parliament of 24th October, 2008.
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