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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 02" April, 2004)

A

Abayakoon, Dimuthu Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Abdul Cader, Abdul Rahim Mohideen (Mahanuwara)

Abdul Haleem, Mohamed Hazim (Mahanuwara)

Abeygunawardena, Rohitha (Kalutara)

Abeywardena, Lakshman Yapa (Matara)

Abeywardena, Vajira (Galle)

Abeywardene, Mahinda Yapa (Matara)

Adaikkalanathan, Selvam (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha (Gampaha)

Alahakoon, Mrs. Sujatha (Matale)

Alahapperuma, Dullas Daham Kumara (National List) [From 19th December, 2005]
Aluthgamage, Mahindananda (Mahanuwara)

Aluvihare, Alick (Matale)

Aluvihare, Ranjith Jinatissa (Matale)

Amarakitti Thero, Ven. Kotapola (Colombo)

Amarasinghe, Siripala (Gampaha) [Resigned, 19th April, 2006]
Amaratunga, John Anthony Emmanuel (Gampaha)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Sarath Leelananda Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Anjan Umma, Mrs. A.R. (Gampaha)

Annamalai, Nadesu Sivasakthi (Vanni)

Anver Ismail, Mohamed Ismail (National List) [Died, 13th September 2007]
Ariyanethran, Pakkiachelvam (National List) [From 18th May, 2004]
Ashraff, Mrs. Ferial Ismail (Digamadulla)

Athaullah, Ahamed Lebbe Marikkar (Digamadulla)

Attanayake, Attanayake Mudiyanselage Kuda Banda Tissa (Mahanuwara)
Atukorale, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

Badhiutheen, Abdul Risad (Vanni)

Banda, Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Dharmadasa (Monaragala)

Banda, Yapa Mudiyanselage Navaratne (Mahanuwara)

Bandara, Palitha Range (Puttalam)

Bandaranaike, Anura Priyadarshi Solomon Dias (Gampaha) [Died, 16th March, 2008]
Bandaranaike, Chakrawarthi Pandukabhaya Dias (Gampaha)

Bandaranayake, Indika (Kurunegala)

Basheer, Segu Dawood (National List) [From 29th June, 2004] [Resigned 2nd April, 2008]
Basnayake, Bandula (Kurunegala)

Bhaila, Hussain Ahamed (National List)

Bogollagama, Rohitha (Kurunegala)
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Champika, Ambathenna Dewayalage Premadasa (Kegalle)

Chandrasekar, Ramalingam (National List)

Chandrasekaran, Periyasami (Nuwara Eliya)

Chandrasena, Samarakoon Mudiyanselage (Anuradhapura)

Choksy, Kairshasp Nariman (National List)

Cooray, Reginald (Kalutara)[Resigned, 28th May, 2004]

Chandranehru, Chandrakanthan (National List) [From 11th September, 2006]

Cyril Solomans, (Jaffna) [From 25th March, 2008]

Dassanayake, Dassanayake Mudiyanselage (Puttalam) [Died 08th January, 2008]
Dayaratna, Petikirige (Digamadulla)

Dayaratana Thero, Ven. Akmeemana (Colombo) [From 19th May, 2004]

de Silva, Nilenthi Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

Devananda, Nythiyanantha Douglas (Jaffna)

Dhammaloka Thero, Ven. Uduwe (Colombo)

Dissanayake, Anura Kumara (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Dissanayake Mudiyanselage Rohana Kumara (Matale)
Dissanayake, Dissanayake Mudiyanselage Sumanaweera Banda (Nuwara Eliya) [Upto 7th December, 2004] [Vacated
Constitution.]

Dissanayake, Eranjan Navin (National List)

Dissanayake, P. Weerakumara (Puttalam)

Dissanayake, Salinda (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)

Dodangoda, Gardiye Hewawasam Amarasiri (Galle)

Eelaventhan, Manicavasagar Kanagasabapathy (National List) [Upto 20th November, 2007] [Vacated Seat: Under

Ekanayake, Wijesundera Mudiyanselage Tillekeratne Bandara (Kurunegala)

Ekanayake, Wilfred Bandara (Anuradhapura)

Faizal, Mohamed Cassim Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Fernando, Johnston Xavier (Kurunegala)

Fernando, Warnakulasooriya Milroy Sergeus (Puttalam)
Fernandopulle, Jeyaraj (Gampaha) [Died 06th April, 2008]

Fowzie, Abdul Hameed Mohamed (Colombo)

Seat: Under Article 66(f) of the

Article 66(f) of the Constitution.]
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Gajadeera, Chandrasiri (Matara)

Galappaththi, Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Gamage, Thala Medagama Piyasena (Galle)

Gamlath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Ganesan, Mano (Colombo)

Gankanda, Dunesh Harsha (Ratnapura)

Gunaratne, Arachchige Sarath Kumara (Gampaha) [ From 23rd May, 2006]

Gunasekara, Earl Sarath Wickramasinghe (Polonnaruwa)

Gunasekara, Don Edwin Weerasinghe (National List)

Gunasekara, Edward (Gampaha)

Gunasekara, N. Deepal (Ratnapura)

Gunasekera, R.M. Padma Udayashantha (Monaragala)

Gunathilake, M.D. Nandana (Kalutara)

Gunawardane, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasinghe (Colombo)

Gunawardena, Gitanjana Rupasinghe (National List)

Gunawardena, Bamunu Arachchi Pathirannehalage Sarana Guptha (Gampaha) [From 25th March, 2008]
H

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Digamadulla) [Resigned 02nd April, 2008]

Handunnetti, Sunil (Colombo)

Harrison, Palisge (Anuradhapura)

Hasen Ali, M.T. (National List) [Resigned 02nd April, 2008]

Hashim, Kabir (Kegalle)

Herath, Mrs. Dunutilaka Mudiyanselage Renuka Menike (Nuwara Eliya) [From 30th January, 2006]
Herath, H.M.Vijitha (Gampaha)

Herath, Jayarathna (Kurunegala)

Herath, Mahiepala (Kegalle) [Resigned, 27th May, 2004]

Herath, Samansiri (Puttalam)

Iman, Razeen Mohamed (National List) [Form 18th January, 2008]

Isadean, Mohamed Hasan Cegu (National List)

Jagodage, Mabotuwana Achala Suranga (Ratnapura)

Jayaratne, Dissanayake Mudiyanselage (Mahanuwara)

Jayasekara, Jayasekara Pathirannahelage Dayasiri Pathmakumara (Kurunegala)
Jayasekara, Halkandaliya Lekamlage Premalal (Ratnapura)
Jayasena, Mrs. Sumedha Gunawathie (Monaragala)

Jayasinghe, N. D. Nimal Premawansha (Nuwara Eliya)

Jayasinghe, Mrs. Chandrani Bandara (Anuradhapura)

Jayasuriya, Karu (Gampaha)

Jayaratne Unnathi Piyankara (Puttalam) [From 14th January, 2008]
Jayatissa, Ranaweera Arachchige (Ratnapura)

Jayawardana, Senadeerage Don Ruben Canistus Jayalath (Gampaha)

Jegadheeswaran, Shanmugan (Nuwara Eliya)
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Jeyanandamoorthy, Senathirajah (Batticaloa)

Kadirgaman, Miss Thangeswary (Batticaloa)
Kadirgamar, Lakshman (National List) [Died, 12th August, 2005]
Kajendren, Selvarajah (Jaffna)

Kamardeen, Abdul Bais (National List)
Kanagaratnam, Sathasivam (Vanni)

Kanagasabai, Thanmampillai (Batticaloa)
Karalliyadde, Tissa Wijeratne (Anuradhapura)
Kariyawasam, Akila Viraj (Kurunegala)
Karunanayake, Ravindra Sandresh (Colombo)
Karunaratne, M. D. Namal (Kurunegala)
Karunatileka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kissor, Sivanathan (Vanni)

Kitulagoda, Jinadasa (Matara)

Kotalawala, Nirmala (Kalutara) [From 3rd June, 2004]
Kumara, Galbokka Hewage Ajith (Galle)

Kumaranatunga, Jeewan (Colombo)

Lalkantha, Kuragamage Don (Anuradhapura)

Liyanage, Philips Kumarasinghe Sri (National List) [Resigned, 24th May, 2004]
Lokubandara, Wijesinghe Jayaweera Mudiyanselage (Badulla)

Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansa (Colombo)

Lucida, Mrs. J.A. Mary (National List) [Resigned, 23rd April, 2004]

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayake Mudiyanselage Ranjith (Monaragala)
Maheswaran, Thiagarasah (Colombo) [Died, 1st January, 2008]

Mahroof, Mohamed (Colombo)

Majeed, M. N. Abdul (Trincomalee)

Manage, M. M. Pemasiri (Matara)

Medhananda Thero, Ven. Ellawala (National List)

Mithrapala, Hewa Ralelage (Kegalle) [From 3rd June, 2004]

Mohamed, Mohamed Haniffa (Colombo)

Moragoda, Asoka Milinda (Colombo)

Moulana, Seyed Ali Zahir (National List) [Resigned, 23rd June, 2004]
Mussammil, Mohamed Fuward Mohamed (National List) [From Ist June, 2004]
Musthaffa, Meera Mohideen Mohamed (National List) [From 29th June, 2004]

Musthapha, Faizer (Mahanuwara)

Nanayakkara, Hemakumara Wickramathilaka (Galle)

Nanda Thero, Ven. Udawatte (Mahanuwara)

Nandaloka Thero, Ven. Allawwe (Gampaha) [From 17th November, 2004]
Nawshad Abdul Majeed Mohamed (Digamadulla) [From 07th April, 2008]

Nawinne, Rajapakse Mudiyanselage Seneviratne Bandara (Kurunegala)



Nijamudeen, Sihabdeen (National List) [From 29th June, 2004]
Nipunaarachchi, Lakshman (Colombo)

Noharathalingam, S. Vino (Vanni)

Pararajasingham, Joseph (National List) [Died, 25th December, 2005]
Pathirana, R.P. A.Ranaweera (Anuradhapura)
Pathmanathan, Kanagasabai (Digamadulla)

Peiris, Janadasa (National List) [Resigned, 23rd April, 2004]
Peiris, Gamini Lakshman (National List)

Perera, Bodhiya Baduge Dilan Priyanjan Anslam (Badulla)
Perera, Felix (Gampaha)

Perera, Gamini Jayawickrama (Kurunegala)

Perera, M. Joseph Michael (Gampaha)

Perera, Gammeda Liyanage Joseph Lalith Neomal (Puttalam)
Perera, Mrs. Mary Larine (Puttalam)

Piyatissa, L.G. Wasantha (Digamadulla)

Polgampala, Anurudha (Kegalle)

Ponnambalam, Gajendrakumar Gankesar (Jaffna)
Premachandran, Kandaiah Suresh (Jaffna)

Premadasa, Sajith (Hambantota)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premasiri, Peduru Hewage Lionel (Galle)

Punchinilame, Galgamuwa Vidanalage Susantha (Ratnapura)
Punnananda Thero, Ven. Aparekke (Gampaha)
Pushpakumara, Arukattu Patabendige Jagath (Monaragala)
Pushpakumara, W. P. S. (National List) [Resigned, 19th May, 2004]

Puththirasigamoney, Vadivel (National List)

Quddus, Ismail Mohamed (National List) [Resigned, 19th May, 2004]

Radhakrishnan, Perumal Pillai (National List)

Rajabdeen Mohamad Shafeek (Colombo) [From 07th March, 2008]
Rajakaruna, Sarathchandra (Gampaha)

Rajanayagam, Kingsley (Batticaloa) [Resigned, 18th April, 2004]
Rajapaksa, Basil Rohana (National List) [From 18th September, 2007]

Rajapaksa, Chamal (Hambantota)

Rajapaksa, Mrs. Nirupama Deepika (Hambantota) [From 25th November, 2005]
Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Hambantota) [ Appointed President on 19th November, 2005]

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (National List) [From 14th May, 2004]
Rambukwella, Keheliya Bandara Dissanayake (Mahanuwara)

Ranatunga, Arjuna (Colombo)
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Ranatunga Regie Padmasena [From 14th February, 2008] [Died,31st May, 2008]
Ranawaka, Jayasiri Sarath Kumara (Kalutara)

Ranawaka, Ranawaka Achchige Patali Champika (From 31st January, 2007)
Ranaweera, Vijitha (Hambantota)

Rathana Thero, Ven. Athuraliye (Kalutara)

Rathanaseeha Thero, Ven. Kathaluwe (Colombo) [Resigned, 18th May, 2004]
Rathnayake, R.M. Gamini (Kegalle)

Rathnayake, Rathnayake Mudiyanselage Chandrasiri Bandara (Nuwara Eliya)
Ratnatilaka, Thala Kankanamalage Mahinda (Ratnapura)

Ratnayaka, Sagala Gajendra (Matara)

Ratnayake, Bimal Niroshan Weerakoon (Kurunegala)

Ratnayake, Mrs. Ratnayake Mudiyanselage Amarawati Piyaseeli (Kurunegala)

Raviraj, Nadarajah (Jaffna) [ Died, 10th November, 2006]

Samarasinghe, H. M. Wasantha (National List)
Samarasinghe, Mahinda Buddhadasa (Kalutara)
Samaraweera, Mangala Pinsiri (Matara)
Samaraweera, Ravindra (Badulla)

Samaraweera, S. A. Jayantha (Kalutara)
Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)
Satchithanandan, Murugan (Badulla)

Sellasamy, Muthu Sangaralingam (National List)
Senanayake, Rukman (Kegalle)

Senaratne, Nambukara Helambege Rajitha Harischandra (Kalutara)
Senathirajah, Mavai Somasundaram (Jaffna)
Seneviratne, Athauda (Kegalle)

Senewiratne, Lakshman Pinto (Badulla)
Senewiratne, Welatantirige Don John (Ratnapura)
Shihabdeen, Ameer Ali (Batticaloa)

Shivajilingam, M. Kanagalingam (Jaffna)

Silva, Mervyn (National List) [From 30th April, 2004]

Sumangala Thero, Ven. Kolonnawe Siri (Gampaha)[Resigned, 08th October,2004]

Sirisena, Pallewatte Gamaralalage Maithripala Yapa (Polonnaruwa)
Sithamparanathan, Mrs. Pathmini (Jaffna)

Sivalingam, Muthu (Nuwara Eliya)

Sivanesan, Kiddinnan (Jaffna) [Died, 6th March, 2008]

Siyambalapitiya, Ranjith (Kegalle)

Sobhitha Thero, Ven. Omalpe (National List) [Resigned, 30th January, 2007]
Sooriyaarachchi, Sripathi (Gampaha) [Died, 09th February, 2008]
Srikantha, Nallathamby (Jaffna) [From 17th November, 2006]

Subasinghe, S.K. (Polonnaruwa)

Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Suriyaarachchi, Chandrasiri Ariyawansa (Polonnaruwa)

Tennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)

Thissera, Anton Dayasritha (Puttalam)
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
PRESIDENT
HIS EXCELLENCY MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA

CABINET

PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION - The Hon. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka
MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS - The Hon. M. H. Mohamed

MINISTER OF PLAN IMPLEMENTATION - The Hon. P. Dayaratna
MINISTER OF SUPPLEMENTARY PLANTATION CROPS DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. R. M. Dharmadasa Banda

MINISTER OF PLANTATION INDUSTRIES - The Hon. D. M. Jayaratne
MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND LAW REFORMS - The Hon. Amarasiri Dodangoda

MINISTER OF HEALTHCARE AND NUTRITION AND LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT -
The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva

MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. A. H. M. Fowzie
MINISTER OF EXPORT DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE - The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN SERVICES - The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena
MINISTER OF POWER AND ENERGY - The Hon. W. D. J. Senewiratne

MINISTER OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT - The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha
G. Jayasena

MINISTER OF SPECIAL PROJECTS AND MINISTER OF POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATION - The Hon.
Mahinda Wijesekara

MINISTER OF ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT AND INVESTMENT PROMOTION - The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath
Amunugama

MINISTER OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Arumugan
Thondaman

MINISTER OF PUBLIC ESTATE MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Milroy Fernando
MINISTER OF LAND AND LAND DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Jeewan Kumaranatunga

MINISTER OF YOUTH AFFAIRS - The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithra Devi Wanniarachchi

MINISTER OF MASS MEDIA AND INFORMATION - The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa
MINISTER OF INDIGENOUS MEDICINE - The Hon. Tissa Karalliyadde

MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND SACRED AREA DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena
MINISTER OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND SOCIAL WELFARE - The Hon. Douglas Devananda
MINISTER OF HOUSING AND COMMON AMENITIES - The Hon. (Mrs.) Ferial Ismail Ashraff
MINISTER OF EDUCATION - The Hon. A. D. Susil Premajayantha

MINISTER OF LABOUR RELATIONS AND MANPOWER - The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne

MINISTER OF SPORTS AND PUBLIC RECREATION - The Hon. Gamini Lokuge

MINISTER OF TRADE, MARKETING DEVELOPMENT, CO-OPERATIVES AND CONSUMER SERVICES -
The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane

MINISTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND HOME AFFAIRS - The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya

MINISTER OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL INEQUITY ERADICATION - The Hon.
P. Chandrasekaran

MINISTER OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT AND HUMAN RIGHTS - The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe
MINISTER OF CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEERING SERVICES - The Hon (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne
MINISTER OF TOURISM — The Hon. Milinda Moragoda

MINISTER OF WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE - The Hon. A. L. M. Athaullah
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MINISTER OF RURAL INDUSTRIES AND SELF-EMPLOYMENT PROMOTION - The Hon. S. B. Nawinne
MINISTER OF VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL TRAINING - The Hon. Piyasena Gamage

MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PROVINCIAL COUNCILS - The Hon. Janaka Bandara Tennakoon
MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES - The Hon. Felix Perera

MINISTER OF LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. C. B. Rathnayake

MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY - The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana

MINISTER OF CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL INTEGRATION - The Hon. Dew Gunasekara
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS - The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama

MINISTER OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND NATIONAL HERITAGE - The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena
MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION - The Hon. (Prof.) W.A. Wiswa Warnapala

MINISTER OF FOREIGN EMPLOYMENT PROMOTION AND WELFARE - The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella
MINISTER OF RE-SETTLEMENT AND DISASTER RELIEF SERVICES - The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen

MINISTER OF IRRIGATION AND WATER MANAGEMENT AND MINISTER OF PORTS AND AVIATION -
The Hon. Chamal Rajapaksa

MINISTER OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Kumara Welgama
MINISTER OF TRANSPORT - The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES - The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

[The President has assigned to himself all Subjects and Functions and Departments and Statutory Institutions not
assigned specifically to any Minister.]

MINISTERS NOT IN THE CABINET

MINISTER OF COCONUT DEVELOPMENT AND MINISTER OF NATION BUILDING - The Hon. Salinda
Dissanayake

MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND MINISTER OF PORTS DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Dilan Perera
MINISTER OF ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne
MINISTER OF NATION BUILDING - The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE - The Hon. Hemakumara Nanayakkara
MINISTER OF MASS MEDIA -The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena
MINISTER OF CO-OPERATIVES - The Hon. M.N. Abdul Majeed

MINISTER OF DISASTER RELIEF SERVICES - The Hon. Ameer Ali
MINISTER OF EXPORT DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. M. H. Cegu Isadean
MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS - The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera

MINISTER OF NATION BUILDING - The Hon. A. P. Jagath Pushpakumara
MINISTER OF IRRIGATION - The Hon. Jayatissa Ranaweera

MINISTER OF HIGHWAYS - The Hon. T. B. Ekanayake

MINISTER OF SPORTS - The Hon. Bandula Bashayake

MINISTER OF WATER SUPPLY - The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera
MINISTER OF NATION BUILDING - The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardena
MINISTER OF NATION BUILDING - The Hon. S. M. Chandrasena
MINISTER OF NATION BUILDING - The Hon. Gunaratne Weerakoon
MINISTER OF LABOUR - The Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva

MINISTER OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS - The Hon. C. P. D. Bandaranaike
MINISTER OF POWER - The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage
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MINISTER OF INVESTMENT PROMOTION - The Hon. Navin Dissanayake
MINISTER OF HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION - The Hon. Jayarathna Herath
MINISTER OF SKILLS DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Dayasritha Thissera

MINISTER OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES - The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake
MINISTER OF STATE REVENUE AND FINANCE - The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya
MINISTER OF ROAD PASSENGER TRANSPORT - The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna
MINISTER OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Rohana Dissanayake

MINISTER OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS - The Hon. H.R. Mithrapala

MINISTER OF EDUCATION SERVICES - The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala

MINISTER OF RURAL INDUSTRIES - The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara

MINISTER OF TEXTILE INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Mahinda Ratnatilaka

DEPUTY MINISTERS

DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE, PUBLIC SECURITY, LAW AND ORDER - The Hon.

Wickramanayaka
DEPUTY MINISTER OF ESTATE INFRASTRUCTURE - The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PLANNING - The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya
DEPUTY MINISTER OF POSTS - The Hon. M.S. Sellasamy
DEPUTY MINISTER OF AGRARIAN SERVICES - The Hon. Siripala Gamlath
DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION - The Hon. M. Satchithanandan
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS - The Hon. Hussain Ahamed Bhaila
DEPUTY MINISTER OF TOURISM - The Hon. Faizer Musthapha
DEPUTY MINISTER OF HEALTH - The Hon. Vadivel Suresh
DEPUTY MINISTER OF HIGHWAYS - The Hon. W. B. Ekanayake
DEPUTY MINISTER OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND SOCIAL WELFARE - The Hon. Lionel Premasiri
DEPUTY MINISTER OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING - The Hon. P. Radhakrishnan
DEPUTY MINISTER OF LAND AND LAND DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. C.A. Suriyaarachchi
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES - The Hon. Neomal Perera
DEPUTY MINISTER OF NATIONAL INTEGRATION - The Hon. S. Jegadheeswaran
DEPUTY MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION - The Hon. Mohamed Musthaffa
DEPUTY MINISTER OF LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. Abdul Baiz Kamardeen
DEPUTY MINISTER OF AVIATION - The Hon. Sarath Kumara Gunaratne

Ratnasiri

DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC ESTATE MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT - The Hon. S. Nijamudeen

DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND LAW REFORMS - The Hon. V. Puththirasigamoney
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COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

The Hon. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka (Chairman), The Hon. M.H. Mohamed, = The Hon. P. Dayaratna, The Hon.
Anura Bandaranaike, The Hon. D. M. Jayaratne, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie,
The Hon. (Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The The Hon. Maithripala Sirisena, The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne, The Hon.
Arumugan Thondaman, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. (Mrs.) Ferial Ismail Ashraff, The Hon. A.D.
Susil Premajayantha, = The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, = The Hon. P. Chandrasekaran, The Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Prof.) W.A. Wiswa Warnapala, The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen, The Hon. Vadivel
Suresh, The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera, The Hon. K.N. Choksy, The Hon. Vijitha Herath. The Hon. Bimal
Ratnayake, The Hon. R. Sampanthan, The Hon. G.G.Ponnambalam, The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam, The Hon.
Mangala Samaraweera.

SELECT COMMITTEES

SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO THE SERIOUS ESCALATION OF GRAVE CRIME INCLUDING
MURDER IN EVERY PART OF SRI LANKA

The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne (Chairman), The Hon. Gitanjana Gunawardena, The Hon. P. Chandrasekaran, The
Hon. A.L.M. Athaulla, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana, The Hon. Dew Gunasekara, The Hon. Lakshman Yapa
Abeywardena, The Hon. M. H. Cegu Isadean, The Hon. Jayarathna Herath, The Hon. M.S. Sellasamy, The Hon.
Hussain Ahamed Bhaila, The Hon. S. Nijamudeen, The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella,
The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. V. Puththirasigamoney, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon.
Ajith Kumara, The Hon. H.M. Wasantha Samarasinghe.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO ASSESS THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMPLEX

The Hon.Gitanjana Gunawardena (Chairman), The Hon. Milroy Fernando, The Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne, The Hon.
Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon. Nirmala Kotalawala, The Hon. M.S. Sellasamy, The Hon. Sagala Rathayaka,
The Hon. R.  Sampanthan, The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon. Lakshman Nipunaarachchi.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE OPERATIONS AND IMPACT OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

The Hon. Vijitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon. D.M. Jayaratne, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena,The Hon.
Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Kumara Welgama, The Hon. M.H. Cegu
Isadean, The Hon. Bandula Basnayake, The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage,
The Hon. H.R. Mithrapala, The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam, The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera, The Hon. John
Amaratunga, The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera, The Hon. Vajira Abeywardena, The Hon. Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, The Hon. Bimal Ratnayake, The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. Nandana Gunathilake, The
Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon. (Ven.) Akmeemana
Dayaratana Thero.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO THE ALARMING INCREASE IN TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

The Hon. P. Dayaratna, The Hon. A. H. M. Fowzie, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma,
The Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne, The Hon. A. P. Jagath Pushpakumara, The Hon. T. B. Ekanayake, The Hon.
Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. W.B. Ekanayake, The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana, The Hon. Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, The Hon. Sarath Ranawaka, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. Palitha Range
Bandara, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. M.D. Namal Karunaratne, The Hon. Akila Viraj
Kariyawasam, The Hon. Sivanathan Kissor, The Hon (Ven.) Uduwe Dhammaloka Thero, The Hon. Mussammil
Mohamed.
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON ELECTORAL REFORMS

The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena (Chairman), The Hon. P. Dayaratna, The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon.
W.D.J. Senewiratne, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. A.D. Susil
Premajayantha, The Hon. Bandula Gunawardena, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya,
The Hon. P. Chandrasekaran, , The Hon. Milinda Moragoda, The Hon. Janaka Bandara Tennakoon, The Hon.
(Prof.) Tissa Vitharana, The Hon. Dew Gunasekara, The Hon. (Prof.) W.A. Wiswa Warnapala, The Hon. Dullas
Alahapperuma, The Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne, The Hon. M.H. Cegu Isadean, The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera,
The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam, The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera, The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Vijitha
Herath, The Hon. Anura Dissanayake, The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Bimal Ratnayake, The Hon.
R. Sampanthan, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE AND RECOMMEND STEPS TO PREVENT MAN-MADE
DISASTERS

The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman,
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. (Mrs.) Ferial Ismail Ashraff, The Hon.
Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. P. Chandrasekaran, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana, The Hon. Dew Gunasekara, The
Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardene, The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena, The Hon. Ameer Ali, The Hon.
Mohamed Musthaffa, The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, The Hon. Bimal Ratnayake, The Hon. R. Sampanthan,
The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO THE OPERATION OF THE SEVENTEENTH AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION

The Hon. Dew Gunasekara (Chairman), The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie, The Hon.
(Prof.) G.L. Peiris, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. (Mrs.) Ferial Ismail
Ashraff, The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana, The
Hon. (Prof.) W.A. Wiswa Warnapala, The Hon. M. Joseph Michael Perera, The Hon. K. N. Choksy, The Hon.
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Bimal Ratnayake, The Hon. Piyasiri Wijenayake, The Hon. V.
Puththirasigamoney, The Hon. G. G. Ponnambalam, The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH SRI LANKAN MIGRANT WORKERS
FACE
The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella (Chairman), The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon. Douglas
Devananda, The Hon.Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama, The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake, The
Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardena, The Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva, The Hon. Hussain Ahamed Bhaila, The Hon.
Abdul Bais Kamardeen, The Hon. Sarath Kumara Gunaratne, The Hon. (Mrs.) Renuka Herath, The Hon. Mavai
S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha
Atukorale, The Hon. T. Kanagasabai, The Hon. M.D. Namal Karunaratne, The Hon. Ajith Kumara, The Hon.
S.A. Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon. Mussammil Mohamed.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO AMEND ACT, NO.35 OF 2003 IN ORDER4 TO GRANT SRI LANKAN CITIZENSHIP
TO THE PERSONS OF INDIAN ORIGIN WHO ARE IN REFUGEE CAMPS FOR SRI LANKANS IN TAMIL
NADU AND TO PROVIDE OTHER FACILITIES TO THEM
The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar (Chairman), The Hon. (Prof.) G. L. Peiris, The Hon. Arumugan Thondaman,

The Hon. Douglas Devenanda, The Hon. (Mrs. ) Ferial Ismail Ashraff, The Hon. P. Chandrasekaran, The Hon.
C.B. Ratnayake, The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana, The Hon. Dew Gunasekara. The Hon. Vadivel Suresh, The
Hon. P. Harrison, The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana, The Hon. Bimal Ratnayake, The Hon. K. V. Samantha
Vidyaratne, The Hon. Suresh Premachandran, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The
Hon. N. D. N. P. Jayasinghe, The Hon. (Ven) Athuraliye Rathana Thero. The Hon. S. A. Jayantha Samaraweera
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PROCLAMATION BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT
Mahinda Rajapaksa.

KNOW YE that by virtue of the powers vested in me by Article 70
of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, |
Mahinda Rajapaksa, President, do by this Proclamation prorogue
Parliament with effect from the midnight of the Sixth day of may, Two
Thousand and Eight and fix the Fifth day of June, Two Thousand and
Eight as the date of commencement of the next session of Parliament.

Given at Colombo, this Sixth day of May, Two thousand and Eight.
By order of His Excellency,

LALITH WEERATUNGA,
Secretary to the President.
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PROCLAMATION BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT

Mahinda Rajapaksa.

KNOW YE that by virtue of the powers vested in me by Article 70
of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, |
Mahinda Rajapaksa, President, do by this Proclamation summon
Parliament to meet at the Parliament Hall, Sri Jayewardenepura, on the
Fifth day of June, Two Thousand and Eight at 10.00 a. m.

Given at Colombo, this Sixth day of May, Two thousand and Eight.

By order of His Excellency,

LALITH WEERATUNGA,
Secretary to the President.
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In the matter of a Reference under Article 122 (1) (b).

S. C. Special Determination No. 1/2008

Present :
Ms. S. Tilakawardane, J;
S. Marsoof. PC, J; &
A. Somawansa, J.
Counsel :

Yasantha Kodagoda, Deputy Solicitor Gerneral, for
Attorney— General.

Upali A. Gunerathne, with Mahesha de Silva for the
Intervenient Petitioner.

Nuwan Peiris for the Legal Aid Commission.

Court assembled for the Hearing : At 10.00 a.m. on
02nd April, 2008.

SHIRANEE TILAKAWARDANE, J.
The Act is titled “Protectiion to Victims of Crime and Witnesses Act,
The preamble sets out the objectives as;

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE SETTING OUT OF RIGHTS
AND ENTITLEMENTS OF VICTIMS OF CRIME AND
WITNESSES AND THE RPOTECTION AND PROMOTION OF
SUCH RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS; TO GIVE EFFECT TO
APPROPRIATE INTERNATIONAL NORMS AND BEST
PRACTICES RELATING TO THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF
CRIME AND WITNESSES; THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
NATIONAL AUTHORITY FOR THE PROTECTION OF VICTIMS
OF CRIME AND WITNESSES AND THE VICTIMS OF CRIME
AND WITNESSES PROTECTION DIVISION OF THE SRI
LANKA POLICE DEPARTMENT; ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
VICTIMS OF CRIME AND WITNESSES ASSISTANCE AND
PROTECTION FUND AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

By letter dated 29th of April 2008, sent by The President to the Chief
Justice, information was given that the Cabinet of Ministers had
decided that, in its view the Bill titled.
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“Assistance and Protection to Victims of Crime and Witnesses Bill” is
urgent in the national interest in terms of Article 122(1) of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.
Accordingly, the special determination of the SC under Article 122(1)
(b) was made as to whether the Bill or any provisions thereof was
inconsistent with the Constitution.

This Bill is to be presented in Parliament and is to be published in the
Government Gazette as required by Law and thereafter be placed on
the order paper of Parliament. Two petitions have been filed by the
Centre for the Protection of Victims of Crime and the Legal Aid
Commission of Sri Lanka seeking to be heard in terms of Rule 63(3)
of the Supreme Court Rules and learned Counsel representing these
institutions and learned Deputy Solicitor General made submissions.

A justice system depends upon the evidence being collected and
brought before the court. If fear prevails, or in some way victims of
crime or witnesses are precluded from giving evidence or such
evidence cannot otherwise be collected, such evidence cannot be
considered, as the Judge is able to consider only what is brought
before the Court and the unfortunate consequences are either that the
case is not taken up or the charges against the accused are dismissed.
In this manner, sometimes even in offences pertaining to Human



Rights, those who perpetrate torture, are exonerated and thereby the
problems of a democratic society are eroded and there is a concomitant
increase in crime. The importance of this Act deals with the necessity to
protect and provide assistance to victims and witnesses and is based on
the foundational principle of accessibility and transparency.

It is to be noted that there is a division of responsibilities but such
division needs to also include the expert witnesses in dealing with
protection issues. Furthermore the responsibilities where multi-bodies
are made accountable is that for the same function with efficacy
provision should be made for the cooperation of the different bodies.
Whilst the clear division of responsibility is important for efficient
functioning of bureaucracy the lines of responsibility must be patently
transparent and understandable to the victims and witnesses referred to in
the Act.

Special mention must be mentioned of the fact that Section 14 refers to
the recommendation of the Authority and does not suggest that the
Authority does not make final decisions. This is compounded by the fact
that Section 14(4) states that the protection division will admit victims
and witnesses to the programme “after the conduct of a threat assessment
which further strengthens the notion that a recommendation by the
Authority is not final but reliant of the determination of the Protection
Division. It is further unclear whether the risk assessment is the same as
the inquiries made by the Police if the request is made at a Police station.
Additionally Section 14(4) refers to communications under Section 15,
so it is not clear whether communication from courts, commissions and
law enforcement officers are to be forwarded to the Authority or the
Protection Division or a final decision on their own.

The process through which a decision to grant protection is made must
be clarified to ensure that one body does not grant protection only to
have it removed by another and to ensure that victims and witnesses have
confidence in the process. And a streamlining of the process is also
critical to minimize private and sensitive information of victims and
witnesses being passed to number of hands as such would optimize the
opportunity for leaks. It is suggested by court that the determination to
grant protection is made by an application to court and these could be
considered by the Attorney —General. It is also important for there to be
independence of the Protection Division. It is also suggested by the
Court that the Protection Division should be a separate division that is
independent of the functions of investigations and prosecution.
Clarification is also not specific as to what factors would be considered
in threat assessment or what would be considered as reasonable grounds
in order to curtail the discretion of decision makers to be swayed by
extraneous circumstances. The specific protections have also not been set
out. It is also recommended that the Act should define which body is
responsible for the formulation of the protection programme, responsible
for the implementation of the programme and where the division of
responsibilities lie. The Act lacks specificity as to on what criteria will
protection be granted, and what protection mechanisms are available,
how long protection will continue and whether appeals from such
decisions would lie.

This Court analyzed the Bill in its entirety and dealt with several specific
provisions in terms of the Reference set out above. This Determination is
in relation to a Bill that was urgent in the national interest of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and in terms of 122 (1)(b) as
to whether the Bill inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution.

In these circumstances, having considered the provisions of the Bill, the
following amendments inclusions, modifications and alterations thereto
were agreed upon with the co-operation and consensus of all parties
including the Attorney-General and the Legal Draftsman:

The definition of the Term “victims of crime” is amended to read as:

“Victims of crime” inclusive but not limited to a person who has
suffered any injury, harm, impairment or disability whether
physical or mental, emotional, economic or other loss, as a result
of an act or omission which constitutes an offence under any law
or an infringement of a fundamental right guaranteed by the
Constiution or the violation of a human right referred to in the
International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
Act, No. 56 of 2007, and includes a person who suffers harm as a
result of intervening to assist such a person or to prevent the
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commission of an offence, and the parent or guardian of a child
victim of crime and any member of the family and next of kin of
such person, dependents and any other person of significant
importance to that person; and

The Preamble : The words “THE ESTABLISHMENT ALSO OF THE
ADVISORY COMMISSION WITH THE AWARD OF
COMPENSATION TO SUCH VICTIMS OF CRIME AND
WITNESSES” are to be added after the words “ THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF

G.C.S.D. 01/08

THE VICTIMS OF CRIME AND WITNESSES ASSISTANCE AND
PROTECTION FUND”,

Section 2(a) : The words “set out” are to be replaced by “create,
implement and uphold”.

Section 2(b) : The words “the rendering of”” are to be removed such that
this subsection of the provision shall read. “provide for assistance and
protection to victims of crime and witnesses™.

Section 2(e) : The words “the State” is to be added after “duties and
responsibilities of” such that this subsection of the provision shall read
“set out duties and responsibilities of the State, judicial officers and
public officers towards the promotion and protection....”.

Section 2(g) : The word “‘standards” is to be added such that this
subsection of the provision shall read : “Provide for the implementation
of internationally accepted norms, standards and best practices relating
to the protection of victims of crime and witnesses.”

Section 3(1)(a) : The word ““‘equality” is to be added such that this
subsection of the provision shall read : “To be treated with equality,
fairness and with respect...”

Section 3(1)(c) : The words, “including, but not limited to,” are to be
added such that this subsection of the provision shall read : “to be
appropriately protected from any possible harm including, but not
limited to, threat, intimidation, reprisals or retaliation”.

Section 3(1)(e) : The words ““by the relevant authority™ are to be added
after” to be informed of”.

Section 3(1)(e)(i) : The words ““including civil remedies for obtaining
damages” are to be added such that this subsection shall read. “the
remedies available in law for the redress of any harm which he has
suffered including civil remedies for obtaining damages.”

Insertion of New Section 3(1)(F) : This subsection is to be inserted
after subsection (e), with the remaining subsections to be re-lettered
appropriately. This section shall read “to  present written
communications including, but not limited to, the ability to present or
have recorded his complaint pertaining to the commission of an offence,
by any police officer in any police station or other unit or division of the
Police Department™.

Section 3(1)(f) : The words “appropriate competent™ are to be replaced
by “relevant investigative” such that this subsection of the provision
shall read “..make necessary representations to the relevant
investigative authorities who are conducting such investigations™.

Insertion of New Section 3(1)(h) : This subsection is to be inserted
after subsection (g), with the remaining subsections to be re-lettered
appropriately. This section shall read in its entirety. “without prejudices
to any on-going or concluded investigation, to obtain certified copies of
any reports that may have been prepared as a consequence of such
investigation conducted with regard to the commission of an offence
from such investigation™.

Insertion of New Section 3(1)(i) : This subsection is to be inserted after
subsection (h), with the remaining subsections to be re-lettered
appropriately. This section shall read in its entirety : “to present written
communications or make representations through legal counsel to an
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investigator or an officer to whom he is subordinate with regard to an
on going or concluded investigation™.

Section 3(1)(h) : The words “for reasons to be recorded” are to be
added after the words “Commission or other tribunal determines”.
Further the word “appeal” is to be made plural.

Section 3(1)(i) : The words ““and information™ is to be added such that
this subsection of the provision shall read : *““to receive any assistance
and information required to attend and participate...”

Section 3(1)(i) : The word “appeal’ should be made plural.

Section 3(1)(k) : The words “life including, but not limited to™ is to be
inserted after “‘the offence concerned had impacted on his” and the
words “or any other aspect of his circumstances” should be added after
the word “property” such that this subsection of the provision shall
read : ““...which the offence concerned had impacted on his life included,
but not limited to his body, state of mind, employment... quality of life
or any other aspect of his circumstances.”

Section 3(1)(l) : The word *“adjudicate” should be made plural. Further,
the changes put forth above with respect to Section 3(1)(k) are also to be
made in this subsection.

Section 3(1)(m) : The words “through the Authority” are to be added
after ““to submit.”” Further, the changes put forth above with respect to
Section 3(1)(k) are also to be made in this subsection.

Section 6 : The words “police officer, member of any of the Armed
Forces,” are to be added after ““the duty of every”.

Section 10(1) : The words “after notifying through the police” should
be deleted, so that Section shall read. “after notifying the person who
has suffered any injury, harm,” and to add after the words “as a result of
the commission of such offence” the words ““the Authority”” should be
inserted.

Section 9(3)
“cancelled”.

: The word *“confiscated” should be replaced by

Section 10(1) : The words “and the Authority” should be inserted after
the words “Commission of such offence”. The words “through the
police™ should be removed. Further, toward the end of the provision the
words “Attorney General” that follow “Code of Criminal Procedure
Act” should be deleted and the sentence modified such that this part of
the provision shall read : “notwithstanding the Code of Criminal
procedure, the Court may suspend, after the hearing of the Authority,
criminal proceedings against such

S.C.S.D. 01/08

Person alleged to have committed the offence. This Provision is also
subject to an appeal on the decision by the aggrieved party to the High
Court.”

Section 10 (1) (b) : The Words “received through the Police” should be
removed.

Insertion of New Section 10 (1) (e) : This subsection is to be inserted
after subsection (d), with the provision to be re-lettered and formatted as
appropriate. This subsection shall read: “the views of the Authority;
and”.

Insertion of New Section 10 (3) : This subsection is to be inserted after
subsection (2), with the remaining subsections to be re-numbered
appropriately. This subsection shall read in its entirety: “Where any
person who is aggrieved by the decision of the Attorney-General to
suspend the institution of criminal proceedings under subsection (1),
shall have the right to appeal against such decision to the Court of
Appeal. The Court of Appeal shall have called upon the Attorney-
General to express his views on the appeal, rescind or affirm the order
of the Attorney-General on which such appeal is made.”

Section 14, Generally : It is important to advert to the fact that in terms
of this Section, certain powers and functions are assigned to the
Authority including rights to participate in the inquiry. However, there is
no provision which provides for the adverse consequences which should
follow a lack of cooperation with the Authority. Without this, the powers
granted to the Authority are ineffective and inapplicable and it is
important for the objectives and the purposes of the Act that a provision
dealing with non-cooperation be added that (1) confirms the
independence of the Authority, (2) confirms the existence of adequate
funding, and (3) provides that non-compliance with the Authority will
have penal repercussions.

Section 14 (1) (f) : The words ““subject to the provisions of subsection
(3) of section 23 are to be added at the beginning of this subsection.

Insertion of New Section 14 (2) : This subsection is to be inserted after
subsection (1), with the remaining subsections to be re-numbered
appropriately. This subsection shall

S.C.S.D. 01/08

Read: “Any person who fails to comply with any requirement imposed
by the Authority under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) shall be guilty of
an offence punishable with a term of imprisonment not exceeding two
years and a fine not exceeding ten thousand rupees.”

Insertion of New Section 15 (4) : This subsection is to be inserted after
subsection (3), with the remaining subsections to be re-numbered
appropriately. This subsection shall read: “The Board may delegate to
the Director-General any of the duties and functions of the Authority.”

Section 22 (23) : The following section is to be amended such that it
shall read in its entirety: “The Authority, the Division or a Commission
shall not solicitor obtain any assistance from any foreign government or
national, foreign or international organization, in providing assistance
or protection to a victim of crime or a witness, without the prior sanction
of the Attorney-General and the Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister
in charge of the subject of Foreign Affairs, the grant of which shall be
considered and decided upon by the Attorney-General and such
Secretary, as expeditiously as possible.”

Insertion of New Section 29 : This section shall read in its entirety:
“Any person who without lawful authority interferes with the
performance or discharge of any duty or function or the exercise of
powers under this Act by any Court, Commission, Authority, the Board,
the Advisory Commission, the Division or any public or judicial officer
shall be guilty of an offence under this Act and shall on conviction by the
High Court be liable to a term of imprisonment not exceeding seven
years and to a fine not exceeding twenty thousand rupees.”

Insertion of New Section 35 : The section shall read in its entirety as
follows:

Where an offence under this Act is committed by a body of persons,
then :-

(a) if that body of persons is a body corporate, every director,
manager, chief executive officer or secretary of that body
corporate;

(b) if that body of persons is a firm, every partner of that firm and
its chief executive officer;

(c) if that body of persons is an unincorporated body, every
individual who is a member of such body; and

(d) if that body of persons is a local authority or any other
authority appointed by or under any law relating to local
authority to act on behalf of such local authority the Chairman
of such local authority,

Shall be guilty of an offence:

Provided that Director, Manager, Chief Executive Officer or
Secretary of any body Corporate, or the Partner of Chief Executive
Officer of such firm or the Chairman of a local authority or a member of
an unincorporated body shall not be deemed to be guilty of such offence
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if he proves that such offence was committed without his knowledge and
that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of such
offence.

Definition of “written communication” : “written communication” is
to be defined to include a letter transmitted in any medium whatsoever,
such as by ordinary or registered post, by facsimile and electronic mail.

“Harassment” : It has been agreed that wherever the word ““harassed”
or its derivatives appear in the Act, the words ““harassed, intimidated,
coerced or violated in any manner whatsoever” or the appropriate
grammatical derivate must replace it.

In conclusion we wish to place on record our deep appreciation for the
valuable assistance rendered by the Deputy Solicitor General, the
Counsel representing the Legal Aid Commission of Sri Lanka, and the
Legal Draftsman who made submissions on behalf of the Petitioner and
Intervenient-Petitioner.

Sgd. JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

S.C.S.D. 01/08

MARSOOE. J
| agree.

Sgd. JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

SOMAWANSA. J
| agree.

Sgd. JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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Sir, please give him more time. Our Party has got time.
We have got one hour.
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Let me speak.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Please give him more time.
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(The Hon P. Ariyanethran)
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Parliament counted, and a Quorum not being present, the Division
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Bewdus 2Si15nemn®)

(Nrdlé Furprusi Sjeuirder)

(The Deputy Speaker)

Bewd, 00 8.00. 9@® ®xIFn®s. You have eight
minutes. Before he starts, will an Hon. Member propose that
the Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne do take the Chair?

@0 BEor? evelc dum (admdes gOER® &Y
DG 5085 §gOIm5@0 )

(wrenryflg yeorer QuBrrT - B YwwIFHL  FiwD
PS5 hIg6T Lol (HdhSH) ewLFF[HLD)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera - Minister of Justice and Minister of
Ports Development)

| propose that the Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne do now
take the Chair.

G S8z &Y, ttr 388 Sw.
et IG5 LILIL (B), TS CIBTETEmLILIL LS.
Question put, and agreed to.

PR O Bowlehs e Qesemewnsy 9 Howsy, o
Bwozdd a0 ®Owmr Goesz20ped Ses.

YSOT LI, LIIBIF FUTBTUWST YUTHT YbBITTFOS
Sleoflssrmy  ysVGo, wradTL )l  LIWBIST 2OUWTS6T Yol BT
BEWEVDLD MBI G5 H6NT.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. PIYANKARA JAYARATNE took the Chair.

[@.00. 2.04]

D0 @5.08. @@® ®wmo

(omevstLL0l@ oy ii.6T1D. (F)L0MLD)

(The Hon. R.M. Imam)

Hon. Presiding Member, with your permission, | wish
to express my views on the present situation in the
country. | always listen to the customary speech of the
Hon. Prime Minister during the extension of the
Emergency. His speech indicates that there is no room for
peace.

Once in this House, an ex-Finance Minister, the Hon.
Ronnie de Mel, said that peace on knees is better than war
on feet. The present situation affects everyone irrespective
of the difference of race or religion. | inform this House
that the Muslims from the North, particularly from Jaffna,
where | hail from, are the most affected. The Tamils do
not have political rights and the Sinhalese do not have
economic resources, but my community from the North
does not have both. Since | am from this community, |
urge the Government to go for negotiations with the
Tamil Tigers. The LTTE always expresses its willingness
for negotiation.
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I had the privilege of listening to an interview of the
present Army Commander on the electronic and print
media. In his recent interview on the ITN channel, he said
that the LTTE is being supported by the Tamils in Tamil
Nadu, the expatriate Tamils all over the world and the
Tamils in the Island. Again, in the same interview that
appeared in the “Lankadeepa”, to the question as to how
the LTTE was able to achieve victories, he said that in
the battle filed its leaders are in the front and, as per his
words, their “labala” cadres or novices or privates are
behind.

As per a verse in "Thirukkural", before commencing a
war, the power of oneself, the power of the enemy and the
power of the persons who are behind him and the enemy
must be assessed. Though the Government says that it could
wipe out the LTTE before December 2008, the battle
scenario repudiates that thinking. It is an unwinnable war. It
is a battle between two brothers over the sharing of property
of their mother. Since the elder brother is trying to grab the
whole thing, Sri Lanka has been pushed into the present
deplorable situation. As per the said verse, the LTTE enjoys
sufficient moral and physical support from the above
sources. | urge the Government to think of this. With these
forces behind, the LTTE can continue to resist. As per
another verse in “Thirukkural”, the leaders must lead the war
for victories. The Army Commander had acknowledged that
on his side, novices or privates are in the front line.
According to that interview, the Commander has an inherent
grudge against his commanders. As per the verse |
mentioned last, unless leaders command their forces in the
front, whatever number of weapons and soldiers would not
bring victories. In the said “Lankadeepa” interview, the
Army Commander had further accepted the LTTE as a most
formidable force. Also, | thank the Military Spokesman,
Brigadier Udaya Nanayakkara, for addressing the LTTE
cadres as "LTTE members", but spokesmen from the other
forces address them as "terrorists”. Those officers are not
gentlemen.

Why is the LTTE fighting? Why is it being supported by
the Tamils and the Tamil-speaking persons?  Barring
Jayalalitha, it enjoys the support of the Tamils of Tamil
Nadu. Barring the Hon. Douglas Devananda, it has gained
the full support of the Tamils in Sri Lanka.

It must be acknowledged that the Tamils have
grievances. Though Tamil was made an official language in
1988, even today it does not have official status in any
government department. | wish to quote a simple incident.
I, as a practising lawyer who does conveyancing also, very
often go to the Land Registries in Colombo and Mount
Lavinia where all the name boards are only in the Sinhala
language, a language | do not know. This is the prevailing
situation in almost all government departments. Though the
Tamils are learning Sinhala, the enthusiasm to learn Tamil is
not seen in the Sinhalese brothers. In the third year
anniversary supplement of "Rivira", a columnist had
acknowledged this fact.

The present military exercise will end up in futality and
there will be a mass loss of human lives. It will create a big
wedge between the two communities. The persons who wish
to eliminate terrorism through war do not have an ounce of
knowledge of the realities of the ground situation. It is being
pursued for monetary considerations. My view is held by
several generals who led this war in the bygone era. Itisa
matter for happiness that a general who said this cannot be
won militarily was a recipient of presidential honours
recently. | admire his sagacity and openness. Due to the
present conflict, the Muslims from the North are undergoing
severe hardships. Of them, the Muslims from Jaffna are the
most affected. As a Representative of theirs, | wish to appeal
to the Government to negotiate with the LTTE. Due to the
war, the coffers of warlords are overflowing with foreign
capital whereas we, the Sri Lankans, are becoming poorer
and poorer day by day on account of this war. Due to the
intransigent attitude of the warlords, youths who have not
passed their prime age lose their lives in the battlefield. The
lifespan of a person is three scores and ten. Unfortunately,
the life of the combatants on both sides does not span for
even one score.

The persons who think that war is the only solution to
defeat terrorism are not thinking of the factors which are in
the way to win this war. The Government says that it is
waging war on the LTTE. Unfortunately, the Government
has not addressed itself as to why the LTTE is fighting
against it. Since the Tamil community has grievances, the
LTTE is backed by it not only within Sri Lanka, but all over
the world. It is headed by Prabhakaran who has surpassed
the war skills of Moshe Dayan, the Israeli General.
Prabhakaran is not Pillayan to prostrate himself before every
Tom, Dick and Harry or to curry flavour with those in power
to the detriment of the Tamil community. Pillayan, who sent
a lorry laden with explosives to the Dalada Maligawa, was
given a rousing welcome by the prelates. Unfortunately, the
persons who got involved in this crime unwittingly have
received jail terms of over 190 years. Today, the
Government is -

§o05205:8) @IE®0

(BewevemsTHIGL 2 MmiliilesTi Oj6uider)

(The Presiding Member)

O0 OTEROB, RIN©ed ICH 2DewmE.

@G PY.OO. @©® Bwmo

(omevsrL0l@ <y ii.6T1D. (F)LomiD)

(The Hon. R.M. Imam)

Give me just two more minutes.
from my party.

I am taking time

The Government should negotiate with the LTTE to
find a permanent solution to this problem.  The
Government should not believe bankrupt politicians or
opportunists.  Since the LTTE is ready for peace, the
Government should welcome it. | wish to say that the
present alliance between the cutthroat Tamil groups and
the Government will not go on for a long time. Unless
this problem is settled with the LTTE, no power in the
world could restore peace in our country.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. A.M.M. Naoshaad)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, this is the third Debate on the
extension of the state of Emergency that | am taking part
in. We have been debating the extension of the state of
Emergency, if | am not mistaken, for over 30 years but
the regularity of the debate has not helped to address the
root cause of the need for this state of Emergency. We all
know that the Tamil people or the Tamil-speaking people
were driven to taking up arms because their just
grievances were not addressed by subsequent
governments. So, if majoritarian rule is the cause for
terrorism, should we not be debating with equal vigour
the solution to this problem? You could call it "federal"
or any other name, but we should, as we debate the
extension of the state of Emergency, also be debating the
solution to addressing the grievances of the minority,
because this war for this Government, is like a beggar’s
wound. They do not want to allow it to heal, because it
has become their bread and butter; their only means of
survival.

I remember when | was a director of an American
company which was situated on Galle Road,
Bambalapitiya, | used to stay till late and watch the
traffic, and the traffic lights | realized went on and off
every 15 seconds. So, | made a quick calculation. If I
were to shed my honour and take to begging, if I collected
two rupees every 15 seconds, | would have easily earned
eight rupees a minute, Rs. 480 an hour and if | worked
eight hours, I would have earned close to Rs. 3,500 to
4,000 a day. That figure into 20 was Rs. 80,000 of tax-
free money. All I had to do was to shed my honour and
become a beggar. So, this Government has chosen to
keep this war as a beggar’s wound and continue to
suppress the just rights of the minorities by referring to
the war without ending terrorism and addressing the cause
for it.

Now, what is happening in the East today? | quote the
website "www.lankadissent.com™ where a call by the
JHU to curb Muslim extremism is published:

“Key government affiliate Jathika Hela Urumaya has called for
immediate measures to curb Muslim extremism and to guarantee the
safety of the pro-democratic Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim majority in the
east. Secretary of the JHU, Ven. Omalpe Sobhitha Thera said in a
statement today (May 29™) that the perpetrators of these extremist tactics
should be given strong punishment.”

When the Hon. (Ven.) Ellawala Medhananda Thero
who spoke before me referred to the Leader of the Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress as resorting to communalism, |
would like to remind the Venerable Thero to first point
the finger at themselves and see whether what they talk in
this House and outside is communalism or something
else. Why we have to talk of communalism and why we
have to talk of the problems faced is because we are a
minority in this country and we demand that the just
rights of minorities should be accepted by the majority.

If the majority refuses to accept the just rights of the
minority, the minorities will have no other choice but to
get our people together. Is getting our people together
resorting to communalism? When did the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress emerge? It was not from the day we
won Independence. When did the LTTE or the Tamil
people take up to arms? That was not when we gained
Independence, but only when governments repeated rules
of the majority and continued to deprive the minorities of
their just rights. So, now does this Government want the
Muslim Community in this country to follow the Tamil
brothers? Now, when we talk of this, they say, “The
Muslim Congress is talking of communalism.” But, why
are you driving us to that?

What is happening in Kattankudi today? The East is
liberated and Mr. Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan has
been installed as the Chief Minister of the Eastern
Province, but there is turmoil in Batticaloa. Who is
Kumar Sasitharan alias Shanthan, who was Kkilled in
Kattankudi? Who is he? He was a leader of the TMVP,
who had problems with the Muslims of Kattankudi. So,
why was he killed in Kattankudi and who killed him?
Who benefits by killing him in Kattankudi and what is
the end result today? Today, there are killings on both
sides. This is why we opposed Sivanesathurai
Chandrakanthan being appointed as the Chief Minister of
the Eastern Province. It is not because he is
Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan, a Tamil, but because he
is Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan alias Pillayan. This
Pillayan is not representing the Tamil people of the East.
Pillayan is today in the clutches of the Government. He
is a leader of an armed group operating in the East. That
group still persists. You have installed Sivanesathurai
Chandrakanthan alias Pillayan as the Chief Minister and
you are expecting to drive a permanent wedge between
the Tamil and the Muslim people of the East. Do not do
this because what you will reap as a reward for this action
will be devastating to this country.

Everybody talks of Jihadi groups. What is Jihad ?
Jihad is not war. Jihad can be termed as an internal
struggle, as an effort and why do we have to perform
Jihad ? | perform Jihad within me to correct myself to be a
better Muslim. But if the existence of the Muslim
community or a Muslim is threatened, yes, the religion
advocates that we get together and fight. Fight necessarily
does not mean taking up arms. We have been fighting
democratically. Since the emergence of the SLMC, the
Muslims have been fighting for their democratic rights. But
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we are pitted against a fellow community. We, the Tamil-
speaking brothers have lived together as we say, like in
pittu, flour and coconut. Now you want to separate them by
legitimizing an armed group and installing them in power
and driving a wedge between these two communities.

Allah has said in Surat Al-Bagarah, | quote:

"Fight in the cause of Allah Those who fight you But do not
transgress limits; For Allah loveth not transgressors"™.

So, we will not be originating a fight. Islam forbids that.
But if we are pushed to defend ourselves, then we have all
the right to fight to protect ourselves because Allah goes on
again saying in Verse 90 in Sura An-Nisaa, | quote:

“.....Therefore if they withdraw From you but fight you not, And
(instead) send you (Guarantees of) peace, then Allah Hath opened no
way For you (to war against them)”.

Like that, there is a way for us to fight for our rights.
There is also restriction given in our religion to restrain
ourselves. So, | call upon this Government which says that
it is sowing the seeds of democracy in the East after
liberating the East, but instead sowing the seeds of
dissension between two communities, to kindly refrain from
doing this. | am sad that the Venerable Monks who
represent the JHU in this House keep digging the past and
wanting to prove that this country is only for the Sinhalese.
They talk of "ged =&®x". Why do you not include us in
that "eed" ? Why are you only talking of the Sinhalese and
saying "eed ¢G®@ax" ? "aed ca®x"  should include the
Tamils, the Muslims, the Burgers and the Sinhalese. Only
then, we will be one land because as long as you talk of
"god c0®w"  we have an equal right to talk of "eed
co®@e" . But, we, the Muslims of this country, have Sinhala
blood; we have Tamil blood in us. We do not deny that and
we are striving to unite the two communities whose blood we
carry. But what is being done to us? We are being
treacherously used to divide the two communities that we are
striving to unite.

We have records established at the last Provincial
Council Elections. 1 think it should enter into the Guiness
Book of Records because in a polling station in the Pottuvil
Electorate, the polling was high as 98.1 per cent of which 95
per cent was cast for the "Beetle Leaf" for three identical
preferential numbers. That is a record which should be
entered into the Guiness Book of Records.  Likewise, in the
Samanthurai Electorate and in the Akkaraipattu Electorate,
there is an average of around 93 per cent votes polled; 93
per cent stuffed, | would say. From that too, 95 per cent of
it went to the "Beetle Leaf" and we are talking of a
democratically-elected Provincial Council. For goodness
sake, stay away from the two communities. Do not try to
divide the Tamils and the Muslims of this country. | repeat
that because it is not going to help solve this problem. Itis
only going to drive away the Muslim youth towards finding
their own way of fighting to win their just rights.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama - Minister of Enterprise
Development and Investment Promotion)
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.
(MRS.) NIRUPAMA RAJAPAKSA took the Chair.
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G020 OIEnBe
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

O WOOBERIR sTFOBNCTT Owmo
(LomevsrL 0@ HETHFEDL LIgLOBITSH63T)
(The Hon. Kanagasabai Pathmanathan)

I have been given eight minutes.

Goe5006: O5IFnSa
(pwevemsTHIGLD 2 Mmiliilesi jeuideir)

(The Presiding Member)
Yes, now your eight minutes is over.
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(The Hon. Kanagasabai Pathmanathan)
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana - Minister of Science and
Technology)

Madam Chairperson, first | would like to say a few
words in Sinhala and thereafter in English.
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With regard to the recent election in the Eastern
Province, there have been a lot of comments made as to
whether it had been properly conducted or not. | think
everyone would appreciate, if one looks at the history of
elections in our country, that there have always been
irregularities. The degree of irregularities have varied
from time to time. The General Election of 1977 was,
perhaps, the one with the least number of irregularities
and thereafter, the subsequent elections had an increasing
number of irregularities. There have been “hora” votes
as well as stuffing of ballot boxes. This practice has been
going on more at certain elections and in certain parts of
the country than in others, but it has been a feature of
elections.
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His Excellency the President, at the request of the
APRC, agreed to have a provincial council election in the
Eastern Province. The holding of the provincial council
elections is to enable the people to elect their
representatives so that they can get the benefits of the
various services they need. This is a progressive,
democratic action. After 20 years, during which time
this Province has been suffering, torn and been at the
mercy of those who held arms, that election has been a
welcome feature and it is through this election process
that the voice of the people could be heard.

The PAFFREL organization had observers in every
polling booth. They also had international observers and
they have reported, if memory serves me correct, that of
the 584 polling booths, irregularities occurred in 22 and
in 12 of them, there was evidence of stuffing of ballot
boxes. This may have quantitatively affected the outcome
of the election, but I do not think it would have
qualitatively made a big difference. With the fact that
here we are having a democratic process in motion and
the people’s representatives acting in the interest of the
people, the positive side far outweighs any negative side.
It is a matter for concern that when there is an
administration which has Tamil, Muslim and Sinhala
representations and all three sections are working
together in the interests of the people, unfortunately there
are forces in operation which are trying to whip up
feelings among the different communities, undermining
the very democratic process that has been set in motion.
As | have always said, in the Sri Lankan situation there is
a third force in operation: those who want to benefit by
the conflict; those who want to foster the conflict. This
process is going on, unfortunately, once again in the
Eastern Province to undermine the democratic
developments. We deplore this and hope that good sense
would prevail. We are happy that the Chief Minister and
the Muslim Ministers are working together to maintain
harmony among the different communities and give the
benefits of this whole process to the people.

While this process is going on, | think every effort
should be made to properly and fully implement the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution. There are
unnecessary fears being generated about devolution of
power, particularly with regard to the devolution of
police powers and land powers to the provinces. | think
these fears are misplaced. The Police Commission, if it is
set up in the province, will have only one of the three
representatives nominated by the Chief Minister; the
other two will be by the President directly or indirectly.
Therefore, there is no need to have these unnecessary
fears. In the same way, with regard to the utilization of
land; land remains vested with the Government and the
use of certain areas of land in relation to certain devolved
functions will be given to the provinces. Therefore, |
hope that there will be proper devolution so that the
people in those areas, not only in the East but in every
province throughout the country, can get the full benefit
of the devolution process that should have been
implemented through the Thirteenth Amendment.

I would like to mention here that this is a good first step
in restoring the confidence of the Tamil-speaking people;
that their problems can be solved within the framework of
a single country; that there is an intention on the part of
the Government to ensure that the sufferings of the people
in the Eastern Province in particular can be mitigated.
I think this process will help to restore confidence among
the Tamil-speaking people in what the Government is
doing, provided proper devolution is given.

I would also like to mention that the All Party
Representative Committee, the APRC, is continuing to
meet. We have had 76 meetings. The discussions have
been continuing fruitfully. A request was made by two
political party representatives from the JHU and the MEP
that the TMVP should be represented in the APRC. It is
unfortunate that for the last two and a half months they
did not partake in the discussions over this issue. | said at
that time that this is a decision for the President whether
the TMVP is going to be admitted to the All Party
Conference or not but once they are admitted to the All
Party Conference, automatically they have the right to
send a representative to the APRC. | am happy to say that
that decision has been taken by the President and the
TMVP representative, | hope before long, will be
participating in our deliberations. There are 14 parties.
Then, it will become 15 and | hope that the JHU and the
MEP will also, once again, partake in our discussions so
that we can again get their point of view on several
matters which we have been discussing during their
absence and finalize them. It is in this way | hope that we
will be able to proceed towards a meaningful set of

proposals. That will be the framework for solving this
problem. |-
OGO A S YT

(semevewGTHIGHD 2 MiifleTi Sjeuiger)
(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Member, you will have to wind up.

®C ®9D98cs Bedes Bmacen Dz
(oressryLil@ (Surrdiflwir) Flsvver aflgmresr)
(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana)

Can | just have one minute more, please?

Y oesrNctd OB B
(swevewsTHIGL 2 MICNeTi Hjouider)

(The Presiding Member)
Okay.

®C ©00D08ws Bedes Emaben wmo

(wrewryilg (Gurrd i) Fswenw ailgmresr)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Tissa Vitharana)

Every side has fears. But, | think we have to stop
having unnecessary fears. We have to find a way forward
and a good example was what we witnessed in Britain
when the APRC visited there. There, in a unitary State,
without the protection of a written Constitution, we have
seen a situation where in Northern Ireland, the Sinn Fein
and the parties that were involved in armed action have
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given up their arms and come into the democratic stream.
Not only have they come into the democratic stream but
they are working together with their opponents, their
bitter opponents, the Unionist Party which was headed by
Reverend Paisley, in running a joint Government in the
Northern Ireland Province. There is something very
similar happening now in the Eastern Province and this
must be welcomed. Even there in Northern Ireland, acts
of violence are still continuing despite the fact that there
is this type of agreement and a movement towards
democratic governance.

So | think we have to learn from these experiences. We
must not expect magic solutions at once. We must see
that the sufferings of our people are speedily brought to
an end and | hope that the APRC process can make its
contribution towards this goal.

Thank you, Madam Chairperson.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Shivajilingam, you have eight minutes.
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Question put.

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the Voices, declared that the “Ayes"
had it.
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Sir, | call for a Division.
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The Parliament divided under Standing Order No. 43:
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And it being past 5.30 p.m., MR.SPEAKER adjourned Parliament
without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly at 5.40 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 06th
June, 2008.



1.9

o®® Dmed @D Geenw ¢l OR® BOCE mE ¥yn M) WOy 38 O535sT 87 Bounw com BOGR me ¢n
30w O € E0 E@ay 990, BOun 18 0cBun 050900 wsIwd) w-tdmdm 0dn Cean e 86 WrE.

GO

o _mitifleri @muglt ugidh QFiwel by eny HwmsSsbismens swg Lrdluils Qsefleaursds @pPlébg semer sl
SmssiiuLrg Urs) SewL_ss @) ® euryhiseher amerary ugSiurdifumed SeIliLge CeusnT(hid.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to be Editor of HANSARD within tow weeks of
receipt of the uncorrected copy.

Contents of Proceedings : From 9.30 a.m. to 4.28 p.m.
on 07.02.2008
Final set of manuscripts
Received from Parliament 3.45 p.m. on 27.03.2008

Printed copies dispatched : 09.04.2008 Morning



26 e ©8Be®xsIn 50i¢ DalmBdE D8m wm &c 61.21788. BOoumn eoxIr 0RO gdaxs
2H® ©edR® G1. 18.158. e 006890 61 2.508. emne® 5, Boigsm, S @0n. g 132
Ced ymas mbwraed glm8 edn @ DEBL®® eRD®AE 300 O yoo
w6 §eE 00ds 988 Dived wumIDe CReanm B¢ Dilim CHIOD WRw@.

Bwdm Comrst 8530 007 CAD HWm PC OB WSO ETNEIED.

FHST ; ANSTFTL HHHTT S MPlbenssuilest aupLTha Fhar ehur 2,178. ansrer’ sesfiliiilrg) apur 18.15. surh
QFevey epum 2.50. auBLTHS FHST PHUTLTS YSS WL FST, rarms Geuaflufi L sgieuevasid, @)ev. 132,
wrwr Clsuesfluy, HmertiLienest, C&sTepby S steirm ellevrssgslh @ el Ulyglsenerts
QupmIsGsrerersorid. spsuGeurgreair® Heubui 30 b Cadld @ LpedT FHsTLI LIwTLD
SeptiuliuL Geussor(ib. Lilbdld SlewL & @b Fih T 61l 6voTesorLILIKIE 6T
THmISCIGTeTeTILIL DT L.

Subscription : The annual subscription for Official Report of Hansard is Rs. 2,178. A single copy of Hansard is available for
Rs. 18.15. (Postage Rs. 2.50) Copies can be obtained by remitting in advance an annual subscription fee to the
SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION BUREAU, No. 132, Maya Avenue,

Kirulapone, Colombo 5. The fee should reach him on or before November 30 each year .

Late application for subscriptions will not be accepted.

& G Sesod Yoo 0¢sdne®@sIned Yeamew mom 8.



