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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m. MR. SPEAKER [ THE HON. W. J. M.
LOKUBANDARA] in the Chair.
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Bill, as reported by Standing Committee “B”, to be considered upon
Thursday, 13th December, 2007.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public Petitions.
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Asked the Minister of Education :

(&) Will he inform this House separately the number of
graduate and College of Education teaching
appointments given to Matale District during the
period of years 2005 and 2006 ?

(b) Will he submit to this House, -
(i) the total shortage of teachers in Wilgamuwa
Education Zone in Matale; and
(ii) the number of teachers who have requested
transfers to other zones after completing the
difficult area service in the aforesaid zone ?

(c) Will he state separately, -

(i) the number of graduate and College of Education
teaching appointments given to Wilgamuwa
Educational Zone in Matale during the years
2005 and 2006; and
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(ii) the percentage that qualified for Advanced Level
in year 2006, on the results of the G. C. E.
(Ordinary Level) Examination, in the educational
zone of Matale and Wilgamuwa ?

(d) Will he admit that according to the above
classification, Wilgamuwa Educational Zone came
last in the entire island ?

(e) If so, will he inform this House whether necessary
measures will be taken to change that situation ?

(f) If not, why ?
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asked the Minister of Labour Relations and Manpower:
(a) Will he state in this House,-

(i) the names of the institutions which are under
the Ministry of Labour Relations and
Manpower;

(i) of the places in which the aforesaid
institutions are situated; and

(iii) whether the buildings in which the aforesaid
institutions are housed belong to the
Government or private owners?

(b) Will he state,-

(i) the names of such institutions that are
operated in buildings belonging to private
owners as aforesaid;

(if) the names of the owners of such buildings;
and

(iii) the square area and the monthly rent in
respect of each of the aforesaid buildings
separately?

(c) If not, why?

@0 gmfe ewendoTs Bum (DOMO] BIE
BREIE 2@an52@0)

(orewryflg 9sTeys CFLeralrser - GsTflev 2 meyss,
LGSO HEHLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne -
Relations and Manpower)

B0 DOIBNEHROB, 0@ ydmwd BERJ ywrt Sod. &
Beso @ S ean* »Imo.

Minister of Labour

*sw e®nn On a5 @¢ BEQJ !
FUTLTL_SBs0 eweusbssLiLi’ L aflewr *
Answer tabled :
(@) () »O®S ©wIcmy ¥ BREIC a@osrerw «@deon @B

PIHDOE B gf e #B g 01 ¢ Yoed v Bded
cued.

(ii) ©® @wnm 8B gB dom gom 01 @ §ene® o¢ O Bded
aed.

(iii) O® pwns 880 B 0 BEOC a8Bws B¢ dudnd
gom 0] ¢ §ene® ns’ O Bded gued.

(@) (1) ovedolm gB8BmoPs wn emRMBEOE DD enn
@D pens 8Eae dudnd afemn aB g 02 ¢ §ame® sgg
o Boed ¢uded.

(i) ©® evRBEOE ¢BBDOPs wdITR Bedns gm 02
2 Qeed® o¢ 05 BGed ed.

(iil) ©® eEABEDC D8 yorehs vy BE® ¢m 02 ¢ Gewmed
753 OB © HBO OB BGOE gFed.

(&) € 020D,



3289 2007 e¢es1®@a8 12 3290
¢ 9e® 01 DODT; 8¢ w5 BBIDE oz EH ¢ @R FEOC
D220:0000 g3z PBDZ 2] o8B

DOWS D 50 BBLAE ¢Prs0w WO B Gwns

De® ML WOWS mbwocs 293, (®Bwemg ©5Iee euvedoE®

DO0; edem e TR pums 850 ¢ 0853 EEOC enEwemIHOY,
G@2250°0630 e DD &0z o8P BRI OC.
DOBO wdem v BRLAE 2 O OvE, ®OWS,  SwO gwnd QR OS EdPF wEDm@cs 14, 90 8w, HNDS.B e58m
2@s0:0ed sy mEwEe v eE®® mEwice. o8Fem 9-8eric mbwcs @unds 53R
eme® 05. e OIS k)
8B
DayBe Mbendseda g-anw ozn. 64, oEsY B8, ovedwEm
0wedm dBwo EH® Gonn anogEeE & G 3PS »OmWSy 316, mendm, & e euedel®
0EBEE.
BB OCBm O eCHO ©@25%2.318, ©8ecdE esedwE®
EBEG 00, Byedemd). MOCCE ®»ODS B ® o 44102, mm0EE. 08w aws
B @O gBED PBHBIS
@meE DO EBEE DoBwemE, @medE. 08w awnst
B Dard B @S Bmmo w0 ©2%.97, %H0m @00,  SBwO g’
@830 PLDHB eme® 05 RAHEOC DODS mEwcs g 143, 99D SO gwns
DO OC.
QO Doz @0 DODS O eF®O® O8O gws
83E®. 5000eE8O B0@D ®OWS WBw@Ew g 111, o8w@Ee, O8wd awn
B0@D.
DOBO OBIE em®uaded ©2%0.136, edrdeuwdd  Suwd gws .
8IS 88w, emoe® 02. DDIOEwW »OMS BB 00O w. S50 gy
DODG ©¢8ned®IND Y DO O eCH»O O8O gwst 05 mOMS BB EES &oz 2496, ©1053 SO awnt
8 WBIEG EBIE®, BOE 90, 2NEODHC.
000880, eme® 05.
DOBHS ®OWS EBIEB o 725/8, @00 Svwd awst
ed0m g8dwdm ad8ee oz ... BOE @00, w0 gws OB,
emed 05.
SICOREE OB m8wce  DIEEES, OFmYO. 08w gws
3200200 ®OWS 8w @2%.185/11, syevm- SBwd gwsf
86 5000 s, ©HeEITHHE BB 2o 184, s10m® S50 ewny
33000, 8BE@ ©BE¢H, ©EIBTIHGD.
38208 ®mOWS LW @535e0080, @®00. O8O gwss om0 DO BB E Sy B>OSG, 8w gwny
S¥mred.
2836000 E ®OWS; mEWE®G 0B BBIE, CBwO gws’
@8ede0edEC. PR e@cn mOWS dwce g 2448, 2088 SO awnt
208, Jendce.
EEC ®»ODS WS WE®B ©22.42 &. Bvadend), CBwWd gws
asce. DB @D mO®I WBw@Ew gom 24, 8B 0 08w awnst
DIO0W, DYBw0d.
MEE DO EBIE® 97 8. 9B, WEE. SBwd gws
20Tt WOMS Bwcw gom 84 &, sBwsIDd  J8wd qwny
®®sw» O IBBE® ©20.234 &, asife- C8wl ges 202 o8,
8ce, mnewndo
©dswy. O8w-ome mOWS m8wce  gm 10, 98w-omwe CBwO gwsy
20 DHOO®, OB WO,
OO WOWS DB ©2%.86/2, ¥OTemO CBwWD gwnsy
OB, HOIBTeD0. ©1¢008w ®OBI WEWIEW® ©1¢008w 67, nE» 08w gwnt
[s25 (e uIAlSTe12
R0 O W WO
8B Ew/45000Y0 SedBa 527/16, &. &e. eedon- evedwEm DBHHOE WOWS 8w@ce  am 129 8, §E-cd OO SBwO gws

DEDT B 8B We® 980570 5w OB, §2C0RY0.

8w

ER0L 18 W DO
D80Rw / wonmw Sedhn

DEOII BRI 8T8 @-8esIc

133, 9008 00, woessrc.

osedOEm

OO ¢S ®OWS W8 wWEwW

DC 83w O EWBEB

@1 NOCE.

g 111, @020
emISE®, ®9mOJ.

SO gy

gom 1159, Bow emg0 dewd gwn’

8w DO OC.

90 mEe ®OBS 8w/ 157, @8w-oms w00,  evedolm ymeC ®»O®S mEBE® DY»eCE. CBwO gwnsl

¢C e G »E@sTm@ce d¢Ce.

o8 em 980530 BBIE® IIDCEO ¢ WOWS WE@WCEE g 1, WOTTOE B8 SBEw@D awny
YIDEO.

Ded0BS mEos 02 »>OHS; 210/1/1, o, womdgd. ewedwEm

8BRB/BmES HODS &Bm DadBw gyoBmmo 2o 97, BBBosdwow, B0 gws

D8BEE feeletatale) [SSSION

©ACOYPD M WO 881/11, dedenornem evedolm DESTD GO Bmm0 o gom 97, BBBwedwow, 8w gwn’

EBEE @00m, FmYS. eme®.

OO Mot ®OWS m8wcw 196/1, emQemiide evedolm Pamcyd g »Om; 25, 525%w6® 320, CEGIGE)

88w, 0O,

8 BEG

LB®EYD.



3291

DODT; D¢ e BBeIDE
P@229°@c3O @ PSDZ

Ppanm 850 ¢

efhz

weme 8 OO e 12, mymusined wd, G wgs

QuNO0 G »O®S 8@

OHNDT ¢ DO
Beadsiod @06

Onvd® G ®»O®O wbwicw

eaBadn cu OB W

¢ BEB3s cv OGS BB

®®emE ¢ ®OWO IBBICEE
DCEYeo cv OO LR
000 ¢ O IBWBIE®B

200E83w ¢ O IEW@IE

NEC 8 DO Bw@IE®

DOENE 8 BDOWI
8B G

eOBIHBYD B ®ODSL
B BE G

BIB w0 ¢ O 8w

@m0 EdF »O®S WEWEw

BmO03w¢ ¢8 O3,
8 BE G

& Gomn dBwo Bawes Yo
8B G

2®w00 dBwo Baes, @sedomes

226000 dBwo Buwes
@sedmre

#@Gw® 2

wWIBBHAG.

1/14, 250 @0m,
23B8w, OwHDS.

79/3, Bz Boes
eCE®»O® 00N BEE,

@3O3 BEw, OHHOC.

14/3, emeddsimeni®)
0, @n»®.

48/1/1, Dg&YEE @90,

ealqsn.

68/1/1, sFe ©®,
¢ RE83w.

63, Boser’, v@ewme.

7, ®CYe=nd 14

ED, @®6Dm.

208Ee®@xsInd
0082 EEOC DO ¢ ey EHIIE

BB D2200000 gz PSDZ)
DECE dBwo Buw @sedomre

20 OBE®

esedoEm»
eaBasn dfw Bwe
OIM SIS

Bz BDoes

waaze%iam L®EYD dBwo Buwes

Gomo ®sedSdB

euedOBm
DO dBwo Bwes ®sedSomdw

esedoEm»

cve{oEm eme® dBwo Bwes
BsesGazIs

eued®Bm
®EE dBwr Bwes

esedwEm» @uedmre

eseolm OB dBws Bues

YO0 658 @RI EEE, 9083w

200E83a@.

YO0 3D

136, yom 88w, 50 GC. HrBm Oz

17, 88 @00,
DO E.

86/1/1, 8&E 38>,
eOsImEYD.

©®88m esIg
0B EEE,
BIBwo.

13/3, 83®@-0E @0,
DEeE, @m0,

®%d 90, Bw153a@.

255/21/3, Boe w06

o BOE e d
388w

DOEE
odBw wwo

esedoEm»

©®8ED
enlsie
@R EECE

esedoBm»

csedoEm»

esedwE®

23000085380, eme® 5.

dBwo Baes, dgEE

euedOBm

B0, 6088 w-BEenws,

gom 103, 8. &cd.

edsnsnem d8e, g®eas.

dBwo Beses, 382,
BB @0n,

2o leaIAlSIeN

csedwBm»

@S

D6 dBwo Bwes
(OIS LSRN

mOCE dBwr Bwes
@S

RO OC dBwo Bwes
®sedSHB

®m3 dBwo Bewes
(CIAN LSRN

0@ 0eE dBw Bwes
SIS ISR

DOCOEw dBwo Bewes
OIM SIS

©®s® dBw Bwes
@S

ofmryo dBwo Bwes
OIS

B e0®cw dBwo Baes
(CIA L SR

@@ dBw Baes,
(CIA L SR

o0z 85 ¢

3292

@R EEOC
&dz0 o8B
dBwo Bees, 322,
BB e ©dn),
dce-

esedwEm

dBwo Buwes, 48/1/2,
OCHYEER, eadBan»..

O8O guny

d&Bwo Bawes. 5
20188 @0,
LL®™EHD

euedOE®

dBwo Bewes, dmBEsT
e BEE, 52/52,
©¢D® PVE,

eER B0, HEIOD.

esedoEm

dBwo Bwes 36, e
o080 B83cd ©0m,
emER.

esedOE®

dBwo Bwes 02 00Id
©0m, MEE

esedoEm

dBwo Bues, 247/1 ¢og esedoBm
290, OB & o.

dBwo Buw, § gducn osedolm
@n®w, 115, 8. ded.
edmnsnem d8w, OHDJ.

AdBwo Bwes, Edfed Sed
DO EBIE S,

OBREOTD, OCE.

dBwo Busew, 51, 596 esedolm
200, OO C.

dBwo Bae, 175/2/1. esedolm

325708 QEOE ),
©om0o.

B wo Bues, 88 OvE, 0ued0E®
15, DEEDrs, @G0 E.

dBwo Beses, 16, woed
88w, ;YOSOEw.

esedoEm

dBwo Bewes 57,
@RI @0,
®Os®.

esedoEm

dBwo Beses, 177,
emER 80, S¥myd.

dBwa Beses, 300.
eusIgE ©on,
By en®ce.

dBwo Beses, 212.
B0 BIE 00m,

wWIBBW.

esedoE®m

euedOE®

esedoEm

cuvfolm gRBmH OB vy emINBEOE sOFD c0D WD) WOWS A Y BREIC O -aw wden g Pumz

eIyt

DB Sbendsedam gan eweds

dBwo B g-nwn

5B OCEBm eCO mBWICEw BB

QO @lBWD PLHBID

&R0 O s ®O®S mobwocw/
3260080 G ®EDasIm s sdFem

9860530 EBEG

P02 85O ¢ edozn

oz%. 64, emEsY B,

DY EE.

»BeCOCE 890, ByeTemd).

527/16 &, o, eLmns0nncm 05,
3300,

FBmoed 5@

0. §RWDICH Owmo, ded. OO.

Ynm®ides Bw

ewd® ese8d ®Hrn

8. ©0. 3. 3. Cerr-® Pwm

8w @8  @&m mpBEw
IO G 8e
16,530 5,46,250
13,500  10,00,000
4,000 18,000



3293

PODS

CROL O DI WOMS DB/ WsHB
eI mESoIm@E siem 98I

8BIEE

Co0 s WOWS E@EH, ASEE SFs

DE@ImEnE 8838 9-8esIo;
8 BEG

e85 BS D 02 @S 8 BIE®

/8505360 DO B BB

©8DCOYD WD WO®S 8@

PO WEIS O IEW@IEWB

DBR (RIS DO B BIED

0500 e ®ESTD s 8BFem

980536 8w@IE®

S dhn »OBS SR w®

POBEYD Y ®OWS W w®

wsm@ G DO mEBE®

®vHO0 G mOBS mbwE®

DHNOC ¢pen BOWT BEdedd

O3

9900 2 O BB ®
eaBam o »OWS mEwWEe
¢ BEB3s v ®OWS W@
0®eE ¢ ®ODS IEBE®
DHEYe et cu OGS mEBE®
©@00m ¢ ®ODT IEBE®

2%0E83w ¢ O™ IBBIE®

NEE ¢ DO BW@IE®B
DOEBIE &8 DO EBIEE

eD5I5EYD 8 ®O®S WBWEB

BsIBw ¢ @S m8wIce
©0 ¢8 DO B WEG
B3¢ ¢8 O m8wEae
gImCEO ¢ ®»O®S mEBEB

dBwo Bauses s mBwEw

3®200 dBwo Buwes @seGima

32y000Y0 dBwo Buwses OueSimws

2007 o¢e®a8 12

P02 85O 128 edz

133, 2008 @00, woessdes.

157, @8cae» @00, ¢EE.

210/1/1 D@, sam¥eo.
881/11, aedencmnnm @0n,
S¥med.

196/1, emgemt e B8w,
O O0.

293, ¢®8w e »-8w, enEwo
CIBTIBIOO, BT OC.

14, ®®16 88w, ®95D0.

316, meqdm, .
25, 505%3® @0, OR®EYD.
12, ms¥mesined 30, woissre.

1/14, 2@ @00, aedBBe,
5 O0.

79/3, &8 Bdoes @ oSO
@0 ECE, 83000 B8,
Qom00.

14/3, @080 me® 300, @nv®.

48/1/1, D88 ©o0, eaBan.

68/1/1, sGeF0®, a1 @8E83w.

63, Bosesy, ®d®esnE.

7, »CYoHnd 14.

0 ED, @@6Dm.

YO0 6589, @M ECE,
25%0cE83@.

136, yaoz 88w, 50EC.
17, BEo&® ©06, DSme®E.

86/1/1, 88 &,
©OBImBELD.

©8e8m eBsig emREEE,
BsIBwo.

13/3, 83®-0c =00, DEemE. ©md
®9d 90, Bwd63a.

gom 01, e 0@ @00, yInce.

255/21/3, B E 96, 53060085380
emed 05.

dBwo Baws, dsTgE B0 wody
wBREenw, g 103, 8. ded.
eudmznem d8w, g®esd.

dBwo Bewses, 382, DE@resE @10,
@m00W0.

IS yed )@

8. 98FD00® e

oc@. 0. ¢ 8FD B

0. ©8. 8. 8. geveIsy OVme

&, Ocd. 6O, 6;® Ocso

o, 99. 8C. 8. ¢ BED @m0

o, 8. Emeoe @wmo

B@oedn 050 BB e
©@umd wdBw

oed. 585 @wmo

8. BcOISOBEeE @wmo

2eds Qo LeBDEs

ed. 8. 90, D ®&-w Vwmo

B Boes w0805 gBmeBw

&8 @@C8w B

8, Bwe0008 ®wnn
8B808000® @vmn

0. 8. @08 OHmn
R0. 90. 8x8Bw

208 BBV Dwmo

290E83w OGS D

B @1 W BSO8R0 @Bl

DOEWE Yol B 650D

O, 08. eveld O

088D o5 emRNBEE
onl. DOED. DO ®wmn
) O EIBCED Be

B Boes w0805 @BmeBw

8. 0B @wmo

ons. 90. ®. ATIEE Owmo

8. 3. @00emd) ®mHnmn

3294

08w @8  @8m mEw

G&renes

2,500

2,000

4,000

1,680

1,800

3,000

1,200

2,000
1,200
1,250

3,000

1,300

2,500
1,200
1,200
1,500
1,500
1,250

1,200

1,200
1,500

1,500

90
2,000
1,600
2,000

1,500

1,000

2,000

G8ec

20,000

27,500

42,500

14,000

20,000

28,000

28,000

23,000
9,000
16,500

50,000

6,600

35,000
10,000
10,000
13,500
16,000

7,250

11,500

5,000
11,500

13,000

630
25,000
10,000
17,000

86,250

27,500

17,000



3295

PO

DEE dBwo Bues @eemds

O®EYD dBwo Bwes ®sedamda

»EO® dBw Bwes @seddmde

eme® dBwr Bwes ®sedSizde

®EE dBwo Bwes @seddmde

DODHC dBwo Bwes @DsedSra

0O dBwo Bwes Osedimre

DO O AdBw3o Boes ®@sedomded

®m3 dBwo Bwes ®esSomdd

©@06E dBwr Bwes @seddizde

OO w dBwo Bwes ®W1edams

®®w dBwr Bwe @seddomdnd

S0 dBwo Bwes ®sedrzre

208Ee®@xsInd

P02 85O0 128 edz

dBwo Bewes, 322, wdesdese
©00m, DEEE.

dBwo Bwes 58, 201eB38 ©0n,
LLWDEYD.

dBwo Buwes, B85
R BEE, 52/52, ecdm ®vE,
@ER B0, HEIOD.

dBwo Beses, 36, 58 ed®ed
838ed ©0m, emig® 02.

dBwo Bwes, 02 @0d0 ®O», ®mEE.

AdBwo Beses 247/1, ®Ee00, mOnS
(R .

dBwo Bwes, § gdecs @-ndw,
155, &. oed. edrnsnem 88w,
®HHOC.

dBwo Buwes, 51, 590 00,
DO OC.

dBwo Beses, 175/2/1, ar@8m
REOBE ©Dm, ©ans.

dBwo Bues, 8¢ @v¢, 15,
NCECDIB 390, @@ SOE.

dBwo Bues, 16, woed e,
NOCOE .

dBwo Bwes, 57, ededecdm
©Om, ®Osw.

dBwo Bees, 177, emoe® 00,

Sfmrgo.
Py e0®Cw dBwo Buow ®seddsned
P end®ce.

@em® dBw Buew @sedimde
BIBB.

DOINBDR s

(FUTBTWST Hj6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

@cdn 00w ydm g 1 - 130207 - (3), o0 =L5088
©myed Owmo.

©6 B ocdesB Owvmn
(orevryflg Blanred sevliLgs)
(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
@O0 DOITNEDROB, ©O
COMEDST & OO yEm® g do.

ed088 ©@med Ownmn

@G @83thd yrusituced @vum

(worevsrLyfl@ QgwrTey GuieTThgLsTGer)

(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)

OO DOIBNBHROB, BOS w1 BRY s ¢LiLn®
00xedsY O® ydmwO B8EnT; 8® wew wB o »E

QCEHD.

galme @z S pfbos BEOO Bewiw mom &
aflsarremey MEIMIT (G BTSHND FLOFLILIGHE B L swarufl i 111”1 .
Question ordered to stand down..

dBwo Bwes, 300, eesIgE ©0m,

dBwo Bewes, 212, 01538 @00m,

3296
I oed )@ 08w @8  @8m mEw

IO G8a
Q. 057, QenedmS Owmo 750 20,000
0. 8. BOenysc® @vmo 750 15,000
8. 90. o eBE®D @m0 1,000 20,000
&. @b, 8. e Owmo 1,000 50,000
8. 8. . DIBB wmo 1,000 30,000
o). @ Wwd. seBEm Svmo 1,500 19,000
OONO0 § y¥uem ydoBm w-0vdas 1,500 40,000
0. ¢8. 98. guo Owmo 1,000 20,000
ot 8. 8. 868-» Dvmn 1,750 20,000
8. odf. 8. &. 000805 Dwnmn 1,500 20,000
8. B80T @wmo 1,000 18,000
OD. 8. Y. Ceds Vuvmo wy OD. 8. 1,200 30,000

28. 90805 Ovmn

8. 8. 0. . 0. B. @®GB-» Vwmo 2,000 30,000
8. 0O ®vmo 1,200 20,000
©wd©50¢sY DBHECHES Dwvmo 1,000 18,000

DAIBNBDRS

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHsT)

(Mr. Speaker)

gdm gom 2 - 1312/°07 - (1), ©S; 68 mSiemvnwm @wno.

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 DY)
(omevsLAl@ Tall & HeTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
B0 DN HROB, © OO yEmW gD,

OO @8w66d Yyonsteyded @um

(wrevryll@ QmwrTey QuiraTThgiLsTGer)

(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)

D01 DDONEWROB, 89O n®, gBEIHI 88EH
3@y @ Y s OB, OV OO, BBw6 o
00w B¢ Bowdds a@imnn® 00xeds’ 98 ydmwd
8B8E8n S 8® wew @it O @o »E 9.

gamw @z Enmé pfber BEOO Bewsw mom &
dTTsWEU LM CIDT (1 BTGB FLON L1555 511 ewemull i LiL’ 1 .
Question ordered to stand down..



3297

B 0 @og Bend®m WOWD

2@ : BE ®EwrEe
aflepemwr’_Bsg16mp, Qurgi QurHCurss,
YVIUVS6T Y eWIDEFFT | 2 SHBWITSHLY TN EIMIVSID
MINISTER OF SPORTS AND PUBLIC RECREATION : OFFICE

1340/°07

3. 96 BuvE ocdedB v (06 @Y. B. 8. de&dd
880 Oum e07DO)

(orewryfl@ Blapme seliugg) - wresryllg < i LF. 6.
rentely Lgglrent - FriLTa)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi - on behalf of The Hon. R. P.
A. Ranaweera Pathirana)

B v @ eI DOYD GOBBRSEHST &1E
ydme - (1):

(8) Ben v evog BetydTOm ®OWYD ¢@imsned W
B »O0gn (PO 20d®) @CwLRed
3®ms0:® BE 8wE 8n »C ey dved
eORNBEEC® ¢ @B O 88  w®dd
¢sIosemde 7

() (1) ouodoEm @wwnmwm owd ylocesm ©
900m o¥d eMNECE® e B
@08 6 Bed 0, ® dohmed
B8mw, adfwoied E88me ww A oF me
»oede ;
(1) ®EwO, IO ewvd edm WOS end BLHORY
D8EDEO adas R R evm FIHO.
o8 080 a8 y&rgww, & wewr 8D W D88O
DWWOB e 00T 005 DRews’ @Bt ;

@53 O OB w0 928w mosTend ¢ ?

(@) (1) ®E®O, AR ovd b WOS ewd BcHORsY
D8SEDEO ¥ 20@s QAW CA OO wews
e e G & Bodc ;

(1) PeE 5® OO e st ;
@5IB) 05T 05T DRewsy dn® wewsy mIemnde ?

(1) el enRNBEC® ape ®BWE B8n BBOD
O9® g0 HOYnH WosTemBe ?

(9) ondeE nH®, & Oxic ?

aflewemiTl_(Hdgiewm, OGurgls CurusICursd  aIeusOHsT

IewwiFenrds CsL L allesrm :

(o) eflewerur’ Hssiemm, QurgLi QurygCurdsg
S|V 6T S|wLwFFNergib, allewerwir’_(Hdgiemmn

(owwiFremanwpp) Sewwdsfeargid o GsGursLyie
WIUVSBID Y TFTHIGS  HLIgL GlreTmleom
UL B6TeTg) 6TETLISNS (Ui @)FFenLidh@ Plalliumrym?

BTG5

(=) () sellwri pneusT@urerhled Vg  SeofllwTmds
@Mw sTenlwreTrls eVevg &L 1gL GlomedTp)lsL
OP55  SAeIVsD
all_ggler wpmeuf], o Mewwwmreriler wpgmHeud whmib
QupmisCaTeTariiul L g wrg,

STUGSOUL g HLLledT ek

(i) uTLewssE, GS5s5m55E g CouCnCsam Gwmrm

SpliuenLuilsd  GIuVBSSDGHS — Chemeauwiresr
@QLsusdssr  Qupliuig@lidlesr ST FSHIT
I BEE@HEHHTEH  WTSTHSD  LOHMID  QIHLTHSLD

QFsvall_LiLHFHeTn CFTens FevlldhHefluirs sTeuaiere)

STETLIENS (6T @)FFenLid@ Smlailiimyr?

2007 o¢e®a8 12

3298

(@) () aurLewsd@, $S5SmH6EG Vg CouGnCsei6lomm
gL uiled  YWIUVESSDGS — CHewmeuwimest
@)L susdlsenerts Qumib QurmL (b eweuliysb CsTens
Quirsttny supmiIs Ll HsiTengT,
(i) o Cleflev, H5CFTENS sTeuAI6TEY,
STOTLENS S6allSHenwmTgs Sjeum GuliHeuryr?
(F) orerms &Lyl Cwrearmled  GNlss HVIUNGHMSH
STULLUSHEG eur  CHWOUITRT  BHL6ULGdDEHSHM 6T
Cunesrsireurym?

(2-) @)e18mev, ey6tr?

asked the Minister of Sports and Public Recreation :

(@ Will he inform this House whether the offices of
the Minister of Sports and Public Recreation and
the Minister of Sports (Non-cabinet) are housed in
a government building ?

(b) Will he submit to this House, -

(i) the address of the place, the address of the
owner of the place and the date on which it was
obtained if the relevant office is housed in a
private institution or in a land or a building
owned by a private individual ; and

(if) separately, the number of square feet of the
office and the amount of money that is being
paid monthly and annually for it, if the space
for the office has been obtained on rent, lease
or any other basis ?

(c) Will he state separately, -

(i) whether a deposit has been made to obtain the
space for the office on rent, lease or any other
basis ; and

(i) if so, the amount of money that has been
deposited as mentioned above ?

(d) Will he take necessary action to house the
aforesaid office in a government building ?

(e) If not, why ?

@G @8etd yrusituced @vum

(worevorL)fl@ QgwrTey GuieTThgLsTGer)

(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)
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(@) @eCmed, ereir?

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal

Administration and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order :

(@ Will he inform this House, the number of villages
that have been selected for the “Gama Neguma”
project within each district ?

(b) Will he state separately, —

(i) the amount of money that has been allocated in
the year 2007 for each district mentioned
above ; and

(ii) the amount of money that has been provided
for each district by 30th June, 2007 ?

(c) If not, why ?

208Ee®@xsInd
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(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)
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7 »EC 269 309 262,000,000.00 34,000,000.00
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Ui @)FFemuds@ S Plalliumryr?
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(2=) @)er@mev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage :
(a) Will he inform this House,—

(i) the total capacity of the water tank erected at
the centre of the Bangadeniya Town in the
Arachchikattuwa Divisional  Secretary’s
Division ;

(if) the period of time during which water was
provided to the people of the area from this
tank ; and

(iii) the number of houses that have obtained
water supply connections during that period ?

(b) Will he submit to this House,—

(i) the reasons for the complete stoppage of
water supply form the said water tank by
now ; and

(ii) the steps that have been taken to provide
water for the houses that obtained water
supply form the aforesaid tank ?

(c) Will he state,—

(i) the name of the institution that maintains the
drainage system and the pump house ;

(if) the number of times maintenance work has
been carried out so far ; and

(iii) the amount of money allocated for the
purpose mentioned above ?

(d) Will he inform this House of the steps that will be
taken to fulfil the need for drinking water of the
people of the area?

(e) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva - Minister of Healthcare
and Nutrition and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the
Opposition)

Hon. Speaker, | think what has been raised is a very
serious issue where three Members have alleged - they
have complained to me also - that their relatives have
been abducted as a means of pressurizing them in the free
exercise of their votes. On the last occasion when this
came up, we stated that a relative of the Hon. Kanagasabai
was taken away by the Pillayan group and in fact, the
Pillayan group had given an interview to the "Daily
Mirror" confirming it. What is more serious is, on
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Monday there were discussions between the Japanese
Prime Minister and our President regarding the peace
process as well as human rights and certain assurances
were given by the Government of Sri Lanka to the
Japanese Government.

Mr. Akashi arrived here yesterday and he is going to
Jaffna today and you do this in the midst of it. Basically
it is a slap on the face of the Japanese Government, when
they have been one of the Governments that have so far
been positive as far as Sri Lanka is concerned. | mean,
you are putting the future of this country at stake by this
type of thing. It is not only Japan, now the entire world is
looking at it. Where in the world do you get a Parliament
where relatives of Members are abducted just before a
vote? Can you call yourself a democracy? | will not
agree with what the Hon. Minister said, not to point the
finger at the Government, but | must say that the
Secretary to the Ministry of Defence controls the Pillayan
Group. That is admitted internationally. That is all. May
be he is not aware of it as a Minister. | need not argue
that with him or the Leader of the House or anyone else.
But this is a very, very serious situation. | mean,
Members are being told, "Do not vote". It will be the
TNA now. Very soon it will be Members of the other
side. Are we going to create a precedent? That is why |
say that today itself you have to take action to ensure that
these people are released.

Thank you.

@0 @b, ©dsxsiesy Owmo

(oredrLyfl@ opi. FibLIBSE0T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Sir, the Hon. Premachandran raised on the Floor of
this House, with your permission, a grave matter
pertaining to the rights of three Members of Parliament. 1
am disappointed, Sir, that there has been no response from
you in regard to that matter. | would like to know from
you what action you propose to take as the Hon. Speaker
of this House and as the guardian of the rights of our
Members in regard to the complaint that has been raised
on the Floor of this House. You gave us an assurance last
time but nothing whatever happened. | want to know
what action you propose to take to ensure that these
Members of Parliament are able to freely exercise their
vote when the Vote on the Third Reading of the Budget is
taken up on the 14th.
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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Bedesm vy emydum, 2008
2&1&HS L [HF FLL cpevid, 2008
APPROPRIATION BILL, 2008

229020 030088 2O¢dO G ey G - [gobe  e¢ey®d& 11]
[ Dzr00228 Geeszads) So. ]

Gl Cusyh yrmwiit g. - [Caidd] : BelFwui 11]
[FUTBTWST yuisssr SemevenLo suslgEmridser.]

Considered further in Committee. - [Progress: 11th December] [MR.
SPEAKER in the Chair.]

124 02 B8we.- @& @efDo wo w3 g3z &BImsDIWo

01 820 OB 0w~ @DEWE® OB WOV - HGKDERD Bwe®
&t 10,41,88,000

sweliy 124.- seps Creaneuser, Fups HOGRTTIOLIMSE SeLOFET

BapsFAsS LD 1. - QFwsypennd QFwHuT@Bser - LBt (BeuHeEh
Qgeveyenur 10,41,88,000

HEAD 124.- MINISTER OF SOCIAL SERVICES AND
SOCIAL WELFARE

Programme 1.- Operational Activites.-Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 104,188,000
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G#svey crumr 66,93,37,000

HEAD 120. - Minister of Child's Development and Women's
Empowerment

Programme 1.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 669,337,000
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Qgsvey epum 4,24,10,000

HEAD164. - Minister of Community Development and social Inequity
Eradication

Programme 1.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 42,410,000
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON.(VEN.)
UDAWATTE NANDA THERO took the Chair.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 104,188,000, for Head 124,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 7,052,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 7,052,000, for Head 124,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 245,262,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 245,262,000, for Head 124,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 155,524,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 155,524,000, for Head 124,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 216. - DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 26,958,000

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 26,958,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,945,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,945,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 239,815,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 239,815,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 53,872,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 53,872,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs.669,337,000, for Head 120,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 120, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 444,783,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.444,783,000, for Head 120,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 120, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 38,472,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 38,472,000, for Head 120,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 120, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 64,240,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 64,240,000, for Head 120,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 120, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

HEAD 217. - DEPARTMENT OF PROBATION AND CHILD
CARE SERVICES

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 10,443,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,443,000, for Head 217,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.1,130,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,130,000, for Head 217, Programme
01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 124,810,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 124,810,000, for Head 217,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 9,260,000

Question, "“That the sum of Rs. 9,260,000, for Head 217, Programme
02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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HEAD 145.- MINISTER OF RE-SETTLEMENT AND DISASTER
RELIEF SERVICES

Programme 1.- Operational Activites.- Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 362,063,000
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HEAD 106.- MINISTER OF DISASTER
MANAGEMENT & HUMAN RIGHTS

Programme 1.- Operational Activities — Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 76,135,000
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“l am fully aware that you have shown a keen interest to protect the
human rights violations of Members of Parliament, and you have even
held the position of Chairman of the Human Rights Committee of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union in Geneva for several years as a Member of
Parliament of the UNP. 1 trust that even though you have become a
Minister of the ruling party headed by President Mahinda Rajapaksa,
you still continue to show your genuine interest to protect the human
rights of Members of Parliament, irrespective of politics. With that
trust, let me request you to take immediate action to see that my human
rights are protected by the present Government where you hold the
responsibility as the Minister in charge of Human Rights and Disaster
Management. "
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@l @@ BxIgd? | quote:

"At its session in Nusa Dua, the Committee decided to make this
case public and consequently submitted a draft resolution for adoption
to the Governing Council. Please find enclosed the relevant resolution,
which was adopted unanimously.”
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"Peace cannot be achieved by war : CJ Chief Justice Sarath N. Silva
yesterday said peace could not be established by war but only by the
proper enforcement of human rights.”

“Mr. Silva said there were no such human rights that could be
established through weapons.” He further says, | quote:

"*Any person who says that we can win peace through war is talking
about something which is impossible’, ......... ”

0® Buesles? 00 WYS O 029008, § Cmed ag
8B @D wmon@&@. Madam, | further quote the report:

"During his address the CJ said that human rights linked up with
development. It is only by the protection of human rights there can be
human development".

a¢ a9 DBED@CH®I0 ©umd B8O v WD WOBIB
8¢ & Boadmdn. & Hed® 0cw®a8 11 05 ¢ " Comodes"
808 vor @@dBBOWCN Busiery e@immie? ©® da
cg BT,

"@dDwO D&k w®w B BCBw ¢rl: wdbdmw 8¢ dxies’ imd
BO»O® dmoerms ©0®E- PERDEs @150 B8O B .
0008 YFRWO Dih ¥BBs ¥nB. @ddw af O BHOOD wdw D&
@Om. 0850w Bg Oesy ¢ @md 8O dpeens sOwE..........

eodBumdenw O a¢ 80 O an Bmd B8O dBw gned. ded
englevrs yEMOCO Yy eI edmDr. Dnd B8O CITH
2¢O gO@S BN DD BOMODED D@D 1. @8 @ @¢E0®
BBeyxY O Bewn god aadmed ¢, BeE® econed® 8 ¢ B, B
OC 0D 00 dBw ynad.

oddnlmome BuE @00 ©@NTOMD ecmy . OF
BoEe Bomw Osies’ Bm gBBo8n® ©nad. BB Becid
a3aR D0 03O, u8ud e ®OWn, 018, &3 WO, ade Dam
OB85Y eeos) @A (B @8 eNewd e wOer OF wihden g ®J
o¢siesy @@ @b B3O BEAcDE.

©® Ced Bu@ ©¢500 O ¥ BOIHD BLE @0 HosiOm O Yos
C2eDD8B Bwr OO g&dnmw mOmDo. "

deed BosTesy &9 BB EO 0. ac
29O8BBFOEC0 D OO o S WO B¢ B
Beadmdr. & DHed® 08 o® gdE%ed2 & Comed 83
DGz Forys ¥ em®0deE et08B W SEemd Dwmo
@cw®a8 10 O ¢ Dedtadmnwm SHeInc wdlnIy s
@eD8 OB B¢ DD @ P WO 1 OBB.

o but surprised that 22 of its 30 members are government
ministers. It must be the only oversight committee in the world that
consists mainly of ministers.”
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Mr. Chilcott was referring to the Parliamentary
Committee to Investigate Corruption. e® Jed ¢cuesw
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Comned 83 Gmows O em®wdEddw Bwsien,
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Bestesy? | quote:

“So, the sense of human rights being a common interest in a global
society is underpinned by international law. And if it is a mistake to
view something as  sensitive as human rights as a purely internal
matter, ..... ”

He further states, | quote :

“The starting point is that any state has primary responsibility to
protect individuals within it. But that is not the finishing point: where
the state fails in that responsibility, through either incapacity or ill-will, a
secondary responsibility to protect falls on the wider international
community.”
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“It is the duty of the State to protect its citizens; and that duty is
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Whereupon THE HON. (MRS.) NIRUPAMA RAJAPAKSA left
the Chair, and THE HON. (VEN.) UDAWATTE NANDA THERO
took the Chair.
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Letter tabled :

DR. JAYALATH JAYAWARDENA
MBBS, FICS, MD
Member of Parliament
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

COPY URGENT

April 5, 2007

Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, M.P.

Minister of Human Rights & Disaster Management
Ministry of Human Rights & Disaster Management
No. 2, Wijerama Mawatha, Colombo 07.

Dear Hon. Minister,

Request to draw your immediate attention to the violation
Of human rights of a Member of Parliament of Sri Lanka

I am writing this letter of you in order to draw your urgent attention to
the violation of human rights of mine. As you know, | am a Member of
Parliament of the United National Party and was the Minister of
Rehabilitation, Resettlement & Refugees from 2002 to 2004 in the
Government of Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, where you were also a
Minister.

I am fully aware that you have shown a keen interest to protect the
human rights violations of Members of Parliament, and you have even
held the position of Chairman of the Human Rights Committee of the
Inter-parliamentary Union in Geneva for several years as a Member of
Parliament of the UNP. | trust that even though you have become a
Minister of the ruling party headed by President Mahinda Rajapaksa, you
still continue to show your genuine interest to protect the human rights
of Members of Parliament, irrespective of politics. With that trust, let me
request you to take immediate action to see that my human rights are-
protected by the present Government where you hold the responsibility
as a Minister in charge of Human Rights & Disaster Management.

1. My life has been made vulnerable by the present Government :

As you are aware, | have been the Minister in charge of the North and
the Minister of Rehabilitation, Resettlement & Refugees from 2002 to
2004.

There have been several malicious and false accusations leveled
against me that | am a sympathizer of the LTTE. Because of that, my life
has become vulnerable in the hands of the southern extremists. Hon.
Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka, the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Public Security, Law & Order has issued hand-written instructions to his
Secretary to reduce my security provided by the Government, in spite of
the fact that there are 2 separate confidential, individual reports by the
Deputy Inspector-General of Police of the Criminal Investigations
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Department and the Deputy Inspector-General of Police of the
Directorate of  Internal Intelligence. Copy of Hon.  Ratnasiri
Wickramanayaka’s Prime Minister’s hand-written order and copies of
the reports of the 2 Deputy Inspectors-General of Police, (CID) and
(D) are herewith attached for your perusal.

| have made a statement in Parliament that if by any chance there is
going to be any danger to my life, that the Prime Minister and your
Government will be held responsible for such an act. | am sure that you
can take up this matter with the Prime Minister at the Cabinet Meeting.
You may agree with me that this is a very serious matter which has made
my life highly vulnerable.

Sri Lanka Human Rights Commission too has recommended that my
security should be restored and guaranteed. (Copy attached.)

You may recollect that during the time of Hon. Ranil
Wickramasinghe’s Government, we took steps to provide additional
security to the Opposition Members of Parliament. For example, Hon.
Lakshman Kadirgamar, former Minister of Foreign affairs and Hon.
Douglas Devananda, presently a Minister of your Government were
provided with additional security and even with bullet-proof vehicles by
the Government of Hon. Ranil Wickramasinghe considering their
security risks.

Similarly, 1 as a Member of Parliament of the Opposition face the
same security risk, | feel it is nothing but fair to provide me with the
required additional security considering my security risk as confirmed
by the DIG (CID) and the DID (DI|I).

2. Case no. SRI/12- Complaint made by Dr. Jayalath
Jayawardana, M.P. to the UN Human Rights Committee under the
International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights against President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka.

As you are aware, the UN Human Rights Committee issued a
declaration dated 22 July, 2002-reference number 916/2000 to the effect
that President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga has violated my
human rights. | made a complaint to the Human Rights Committee under
the International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights to which Sri
Lanka is a signatory. The UN Human Right Committee has been
informed by the Government of Sri Lanka that | will be provided with
additional security if and when necessary. | am herewith attaching a
copy of the above undertaking by the Government of Sri Lanka for your
information.

I also wish to inform you that the Human Rights Committee of the
IPU has passed a resolution with regard to my complaint and has
requested the Government of Sri Lanka to provide me with the required
security.

You have been a former Chairman of the Human Rights Committee
of the IPU could contact the Secretary-General of the IPU and get all
details. The IPU Human Rights Committee has re-opened my
complaint number 916/2000 and is inquiring into the present situation
where my security has been reduced on the instructions of Prime
Minister Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka, in spite of the fact of 2 Intelligence
Reports from the Deputy Inspectors General of Police CID and the DII.

You may agree with me that this is a gross violation of the undertaking
given by the Government of Sri Lanka to the UN Human Rights
Committee . The Government of Sri Lank has given assurance to the UN
Human Rights Committee that additional security will be provided to
me, depending on the requirement and situation. The 2 Intelligence
Reports of the DIG (CID) and the DIG (DII) have confirmed the fact
that my life is under threat.

3. The Inspector-General of Police is not taking any steps to
investigate my death threats :

I wish to draw your attention to the attached letters sent by the
Secretary-General of Parliament to Mr. Victor Perera, IGP dated 12
January 2007, 22 January 2007 and 23 February 2007, on the
instructions of the Hon. Speaker of Parliament advising the IGP to take
action to investigate my death threats. And report back to Hon Speaker.
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But up to date, the IGP has not taken any steps to investigate my death
threats. This is a very serious lapse on the part of the IGP.

I would like to mention that if this is the case of a Member of
Parliament elected by the people of Sri Lanka, what would be the
position of an ordinary citizen of our country?

4. The Chairman of the state-owned Independent Television
Network (ITN) is ignoring the request of the Secretary-General of
Parliament :

| wish to draw your attention to my letter dated 8. 3. 2007 and letter
sent by the acting Secretary-General of Parliament dated 8 March, 2007
on the instructions of the Hon. Speaker of Parliament to the Chairman of
the state-owned Independent Television Network regarding a privilege
matter taken up by me. The acting Secretary-General of Parliament
had requested in his letter under reference to give publicity to my reply
speech made in Parliament to the allegations made by a Minister of your
Government against me, accusing me again of being a sympathizer of
the LTTE, which has made my life more vulnerable. Up to date, the
Chairman of the state-owned ITN has taken any steps to telecast my
reply speech as requested by the acting Secretary-General of the
Parliament of Sri Lanka.

I am placing these facts before you to take immediate action and see
that my human rights are protected by the present Government in which
you are the Minister in charge of Human Rights & Disaster
Management.

Anticipating an early reply.
Yours sincerely

(Sgd.) Dr. Jayalath Jayawardana, M.P.

Assistant Secretary UNP

Chairman/Relief & Human Rights Committee of the UNP
(former Minister of Rehabilitation, Resettlement & Refugees)
UNP Chairman/Wanni District

Copyto: 1. Hon. W. J. M. Lokubandara, Speaker of
Parliament, Sri Lanka

2. Mr. Anders B. Johnson, Secretary - General,
Inter-Parliamentary Union, Geneva
UN Human Rights Commission, Geneva
Chairman, Human Rights Commission, Sri Lanka
Exexutive Director, Asian Human Rights
Commission
All Heads of Diplomatic Missions, Sri Lanka
Mr. Desmond Fernando, P. C.
Mr. J. P. Weliamunna, Attorney-at-Law
Mr. K. D. C. Kumarage, Attorney-at-Law
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From : WEST MAITLAND ST PO 27th Nov. 2007.12:07 PM P1
The Lord McCluskey

5. Lansdowne Crescent,
Edinburgh,

EH12 5 EQ

27th November, 2007

President Mahinda Rajapakse
The President of Sri Lanka
Presidential Secretariat
Colombo 01

Sri Lanka.

Your Excellency,

| have taken a keen interest in the situation of Dr. Jayalath
Jayawardena over many years. | am convinced that he is a most genuine
and sincere man and parliamentarian who devotes his life and his
medical skills to helping his fellow citizens and promoting what he
conceives to be the best interests of his country, to which he is devoted.
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| have the good fortune to live in a country where, although there are
some who do not properly value the work of MPs and others in the
public service, at least we do not go about our daily business in fear of
our lives. Alas, that does not appear to be the situation currently in Sri
Lanka. It is well known to us all - and it has been for many years - that
Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena’s life is seriously threatened. He surely
deserves protection against that palpable threat. It is the duty of the State
to protection against that palpable threat. It is the duty of the State to
protect its citizens; and that duty is particularly important when those
threatened are in the public service.

| have been made aware of the many letters of support that have been
sent regarding the removal of protection from Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena.
| need not repeat here their contents. | merely wish to add my voice to
those others who support Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena’s plea for adequate
protection. The eyes of many are upon Sri Lanka at this time. It is a
beautiful country and its people are greatly admired. We are watching
with deep concern what is happening and we are very anxious indeed
about the outcome of the current proceedings and other attempts to
obtain for Dr. Jayalath Jayawardena the protection that he surely needs.
His case will surely serve as a precedent for others similarly threatened.

Copy for the Prime Minister
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem-Minister of Posts and
Telecommunication)

Sir, | rise to a point of Order. Sir, can | please have
your indulgence to make a small statement before he
speaks. | know he is going to speak for quite some time.
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Bewrlehs ewsBn®
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(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

| want to make a small statement and | have asked for
your indulgence. | have spoken to the Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe and also the Leaders of the Government
and they have no objection to my making a statement
now. This is a very brief statement.

Bewrlehs ewsBn®

(Nrdl$ sallereri ojeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

No, it is a part of this Debate. As a part of this Debate,
I will make a very short intervention with the permission
of the House.

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem

Hon. Deputy Chairman, a few minutes ago, |, along
with my Colleagues, the Hon. Basheer Segu Dawood, the
Hon. Hasen Ali and the Hon. Faizal Cassim, have handed
in our letters of resignation from the respective positions
we hold in this Government. It reads thus:

"December 12, 2007

His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa,

The President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
Presidential Secretariat,

Colombo.

Your Excellency,

Resignation _from the position of Minister for Posts and
Telecommunication

It is with high sense of regret that | write to convey to Your
Excellency my resignation with immediate effect from the post of
Minister of Posts and Telecommunication in Your Excellency’s
Government. |, together with my Colleagues from our Party, have been
compelled to take this decision in keeping with the expressed will of our
constituency who have felt for a considerable period of time that we
have failed to safeguard and protect the dignity and rights that they are
entitled to as equal citizens of this country despite our having been
partners of Your Excellency’s Government. We feel that currently there
is a lack of viable alternative, which could convince us of our ability to
resolve this most critical issue, being part of the Government. Also it is
time that we resolved to rededicate ourselves to strengthening the rule of
law, human rights and democracy at all levels.

Let me take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation and

gratitude for having afforded me to serve in Your Excellency’s
Government as Minister of Posts and Telecommunication.

Yours faithfully,

Rauff Hakeem”
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Mr. Deputy Chairman, the internationally acclaimed
American Writer Mark Twain once said, | quote:

“When in doubt, tell the truth”.

Today, | am before you to tell the truth about the
doubts that I, and Members of the Sri Lanka Muslim
Congress had been entertaining during the past several
months, as Ministers and Members of the ruling coalition.

However, | should emphasize the fact that it is with no
malice or acrimony that | present my case and that of my
Party and we will continue to maintain very healthy ties
with President Mahinda Rajapaksa and his Ministers and
Members of the Government even in the future despite
our decision to leave the Government. There are no
hostilities between us. We have only parted ways on
principles.

We behaved in the most diplomatic manner possible in
the process of leaving the Government. As we promised,
we have given adequate advance notice on our decision to
quit the Government and we expect the Government too
to respond to our departure in a similar mature manner
and take it in the spirit that we have made this move.

All of you are aware the circumstances under which
we became part of the Government. The decision was
more to do with keeping the unity of the party, than out of
conviction that there would be room within this
Government, with its assortment of parties, for us to get at
least some leg space to get the basic demands of the
Muslim community, met.

As the leader of the Party, | had serious misgivings
about the capability of this Government, with its far right
wing slant, to address the grievances of minorities - both
Muslims and Tamils - from the very outset.

My Friends in Parliament and outside are witnesses to
the fact that even on the day | joined the Government -
28th January, 2007 to be precise - | shared my doubts and
dilemmas with them. | told them that my stint in this
Government is not going to last long and it is to prevent a
split in the party that | was joining the Government. |If
one peruses through the media interviews given by me
during several months it will become clear that | have
been maintaining this stance in almost all my media
comments.

Despite all these uncertainties about the manner the
Government would approach the Muslim grievances, we
were dignified enough to abide by the collective
responsibility. We defended the Government in the
House and outside throughout our stint, even putting the
party’s credibility at stake on many occasions. It is true
there were times that | had exercised my right to dissent
on many occasions as well but, however we exercised the
right to dissent with dignity and decorum. Finally at the
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Second Reading of the Budget we kept our word and
voted for the Budget. While we were dutifully playing
our part as an ally of the Government, we were very much
conscious of the growing restlessness among our own
constituents.

The delicate politics in the East, and as a matter of fact
also among Muslims outside the North and the East, is in
such a situation that everyday new issues keep on
cropping up. There is slew of issues pertaining to land,
security, economic interest and our right to exercise our
religious freedom.

In the case of land issues, our people are facing a type
of problems that they have never faced before making
them feel that they are outcasts in their own lands. On the
other hand, the Northern Muslims who have been
languishing in Puttalam and in several other neighbouring
areas for seventeen long years are now expected to return
to their places of origin without any security guarantees,
due to fear psychosis among some Members of the
Government that a long-term presence of my people in
Puttalam would disturb the traditional demographic
pattern of the area.
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Mr. Deputy Chairman, as a result of all these things,
during the last few months my Party came under
tremendous pressure from the Muslim community to
withdraw our support to the Government as there was
absolutely no hope for the community in the horizon
under the present regime.

The unpalatable reality about the Government is that
its composition and power alignment are such that it can
make very little progress in addressing the grievances of
the minorities, not only Muslims equally those of Tamils.
Even though a few may make some genuine efforts to
resolve some of the issues, those moves too are doomed
to fall apart due to the imbalanced power configuration.

Here, | must very emphatically say, that we have no
differences with the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and its
policies. We have always been comfortable and we had
been working along, in the past and even in the future we
can consider if they have a paradigm shift in their policy
towards the post 2000 era policies and that is something
that we must emphasize here.

It is my duty, Mr. Deputy Chairman, with the same
dignity and decorum to thank the Hon. Members of this
Government, His Excellency the President, the Hon.
Prime Minister, the Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva, the
Leader of the House, the Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle, the
Chief Government Whip as well as my other Cabinet
Colleagues with whom | have shared my grievances and
my reasons for the discomfort | have had in being part of
this Government. | am sure they too do understand these
difficulties. Moreover, it is my duty to also thank
another new Member of this House, the Hon. Basil
Rajapaksa. It is not that he did not try to keep us within
this fold but I know, he utterly failed. He failed not for
trying, but because certain elements in this Government
would not see the reasons he saw in trying to have the
legitimate representatives of the Muslim community
within the fold of this Government. With those words, |
thank once again all my Colleagues in this Government
and wish them all the very best.

Thank you very much.

Bewdss eownisdn®r
(Nrdlg sallrari jeuissr)
(The Deputy Chairman)
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[Thereupon the Hon. Rauff Hakeem, the Hon. Hasan Ali, the
Hon.Basheer Segu Dawood and the Hon. Faizal Cassim crossed from
the Government to the Opposition Benches.]

[e. ©0.2.29]
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, before I commence my speech,
may | only suggest, Sir, that the time taken by the Hon.
Rauff Hakeem in making his statement may be divided
amongst all the parties proportionately, within the
Government, the Opposition, the UNP, the JVP and we also
will forego a part of our time.

We are discussing, Sir, the Votes of the Ministry of
Disaster Management and Human Rights. 1 would
respectfully state that | think the biggest disaster that the
Hon. Minister has to manage today is the human rights
situation in this country. That, | think is the biggest disaster
he is confronted with and which he has to manage. Before |
proceed further, Sir, to deal with the question of human
rights in this country, | would like to read from a
publication of the UN, in regard to the struggle for
human rights. That publication states" “Each violation of
human rights, wherever it occurs is a threat to the welfare
and dignity of the entire human family. The protection of
human rights therefore is a worldwide responsibility
which transcends all racial, ideological and geographical
boundaries. This is the fundamental belief which has
given birth to the international struggle for human
rights”.

Therefore, Sir, might | state that the human rights
situation in this country is not merely a concern for this
country but a concern for the whole world.

Today, we have begun to see that the world, the
international community in particular, is beginning to
show their concern in a very grave and serious way in
regard to the human rights situation that prevails in this
country.

Bewedes ewisBn®o

(Nrdls sallFrari euissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Before | proceed further, Sir, permit me to read one
paragraph from the Preamble to the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights which states, | quote:
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“Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have
recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression,
that human rights should be protected by the rule of law”

In this country, Sir, we are in a situation where
certainly human rights are not being protected by the rule
of law. In fact, | would submit that there is no rule of law
in this country today. We have reached a stage of utter
lawlessness and that is precisely the main problem that we
face in regard to the human rights in this country today.
May | kindly request the Hon. Members, Sir, to keep
quiet ? - [Interruption.] Please! - [Interruption.] Might I
appeal to the Chair to ask the Hon. Members to let me
speak ?

Bewades e0s8n®

(Nrdls sallgreri Hjeuiaer)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Sir, if they take my time - [Interruption.] They must
give me time. Please, do not disturb me. - [Interruption.]

I want to say, Sir, that the main reason for the human
rights situation in this country being so bad is that the most
fundamental human right of the Tamil-speaking people, the
Tamil people in particular has not been recognized in this
country in the past 50 years.

That is, the right to internal self-determination in their
areas of historical habitation, which is their fundamental
birth right, an inalienable right inherent to those people
who bear a distinct identity and who have occupied a
certain part of this country. It is the failure to recognize
the right to internal self-determination in their areas of
historical habitation, which is recognized by the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
by the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, | emphasize, is the main reason for the
situation we face in regard to human rights.

Before | proceed further, Sir, | would like to quote
from the Constitution of this country. | consider the
Constitution of Sri Lanka to be an albatross, something
very oppressive and which needs fundamental changes.
This Constitution needs to undergo a paradigm shift in
regard to its structure of governance, but, nevertheless,
what does the Constitution state? It states, Sir, in Article
3, I quote:

"In the Republic of Sri Lanka sovereignty is in the people and is
inalienable. Sovereignty includes the powers of government,...."

That is the Legislative power, the Executive power and
the judicial power.

".....fundamental rights and the franchise."

So, sovereignty also includes human rights. All
governments in all countries have invariably enshrined in

208E0®sInd

3408

their Constitutions a chapter on fundamental rights very
often, frequently, based upon the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights accepted by the UN General Assembly.
Different countries may differ. Therefore, the point |
want to make is that in terms of your Constitution the
expression "sovereignty" also incorporates fundamental
rights; it also incorporates human rights. When human
rights is under attack in any country, it means that
sovereignty is under attack in that country, that
sovereignty is no longer a robust whole, on the contrary, it
is under pressure; it is under attack and if it continues to
be under pressure and if it continues to be under attack-

Bewdss eswsBn®o
(Nrdlg sallgreri ojeuissr)
(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma- Minister of Transport)
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. (MRS.) RENUKA HERATH took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Madam Chairperson, if sovereignty continues to be under
attack in a country on the ground that human rights is under
attack it would mean that that sovereignty cannot continue to be
one robust, holistic whole. It must fragment; it will fragment.
That will be inevitable and then we will have a situation where
the sovereignty has got to be shared. Perhaps, different people
will also be entitled to exercise sovereignty. That will be the
position. If you continue to deny the right of internal self-
determination to a people who have a distinct identity, who have
historically inhabited a certain part of this country, it is
inevitable that your sovereignty must crumble and when your
sovereignty crumbles, it is inevitable that your sovereignty will
have to be shared with someone else, with those people who
will be entitled to exercise their own sovereignty.

Before | proceed any further, Madam, on this very point, |
would like to read from a letter that the late Prime Minister of
India, Shrimati Indira Gandhi wrote to President Richard Nixon
on 15" December, 1971 in regard to the situation that then
prevailed in Bangladesh - then, there were the East Pakistan and
the West Pakistan - when it was just being created. This is what
she said, I quote:

“ The fact of the matter is that the rulers of West Pakistan got away
with the impression that they could do what they liked, because no one,
not even the United States, would choose to take a public position that
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while Pakistan’s integrity was certainly sacrosanct human rights, liberty
were no less so, and that there was a necessary inter-connection between
the inviolability of states and the contentment of their people.”

So, if you continue to keep a people continuously in a state of
discontentment, denying them of their most fundamental,
inalienable human right - the right to internal self-determination
- it is inevitable, Madam, that your sovereignty will be under
attack. You might well remember what happened in East
Pakistan, which was a part of Pakistan, as a result of that and
this situation has also happened in other parts of the world.

Having said that, Madam, | would like to refer now briefly to
the human rights situation that prevails in this country. It is
appalling; it is deplorable - there are massive Killings and
disappearances, persons are being abducted, persons have no
freedom, there is large scale aerial bombing, there is large scale
artillery fire, multi-barrel rockets are being fired into civilian
populated areas, people are being killed in large numbers,
civilian property is being destroyed, houses, plantations, crops,
livestock, everything is being destroyed and people are being
rendered destitute. They are compelled to go into refugee camps
in various parts of the Northern and Eastern Provinces and
thousands of people have been killed, hundreds of thousands of
people have been displaced both in the North and the East.

I propose to give you a brief account of that before | proceed
further with my speech. Around 3,900 people were killed in the
North-East in 2006 and in the first quarter of 2007, over 700
people were Killed in the North-East. These were largely
Tamils. They were killed by aerial bombardment, multi-barrel
rocket fire, extrajudicial killings by the armed forces and
paramilitary groups collaborating with the armed forces. In
about the past one year, over 1,000 people, mostly Tamil
civilians, are believed to have disappeared. Individual Tamils,
two Tamil Parliamentarians, two ex-Tamil Parliamentarians,
Tamil members of the clergy, Tamil academics, leading Tamil
businessmen, Tamil journalists, Tamil civil society activists,
Tamil aid workers employed by international and domestic Non-
Governmental Organizations, Tamil students, Tamil civilians
seeking refuge in places of worship and other Tamil civilians
have been targeted and killed by the armed forces and by
paramilitary groups collaborating with the armed forces. The
objective of attacks on religious leaders, journalists and civil
society activists is to silence such persons and thereby, prevent
the exposure of serious human rights abuses.

The Government, we are sorry to say, has not been able to
take any action to curb this situation.

Madam, recently there has been a publication put out by the
Law and Society Trust which has done some research, a study
on this question in collaboration with four local partners
including the Civil Monitoring Commission and the Free Media
Movement. They have found that 662 persons have been killed
and 540 persons have disappeared during the period 1% January
to 31 August, 2007, in a matter of eight months, the number
totalling to 1,202, roughly five victims per day. Copies of this
document together with their details have been sent to the
Presidential Commission of Inquiry dealing with the abductions
and disappearances, the Hon. Minister of Disaster Management
and Human Rights, the Human Rights Commission and the
Attorney-General.

In particular, we wish to focus on the fact that the adequacy
and propriety of the investigations conducted into these
incidents need to be looked at very carefully because there has
hardly been any proper investigation done in regard to these
several incidents.
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I also wish to quote, Madam, from yet another document
which has been prepared by several NGOs.

"Since the signing of the CFA an approximate total killed amounts
to 4,186 in the North and East, with approximately 3,685 killed in the
Northern and Eastern provinces from October 2005-May 2007. Whilst
exact figures are hard to obtain, other reports from 2005 up to date show
an estimated 346 killed/ 533 wounded in 2005, 3,900 killed/ 4,000
wounded in 2006 (with 3,500 killed in the second quarter of 2006
alone) and 705 Kkilled/ 721 wounded in the first quarter of 2007."

This is the position, Madam, in regard to the killings that
have been going on. Inregard to Jaffna, | got some figures this
morning from my Friends who are Members of Parliament for
Jaffna, since April 2006 up to September, 2007, almost daily
two, three or four persons have been killed. About 50 civilians
have been killed in a month. Particularly, youth have been
targeted by the armed forces and by paramilitary groups. One
hundred and ninety three civilians fearing death have sought the
protection of the Human Rights Commission in Jaffna and they
are presently in custody in the jail in Jaffna for their protection.
That is the position in regard to Human Rights.

In regard to displacement, according to the reports of
various human rights organizations, since August, 2006,
315,000 people fled from their homes in the Eastern Province
and 100,000 people in March, 2007 alone. These staggering
figures are in addition to the 200,000 to 250,000 people
displaced by the tsunami in 2004 and not yet resettled and
315,000 people displaced by the conflict prior to 2002, who also
have not yet been resettled in the North and the East.

That is in regard to the Eastern Province and what is the
position in regard to the North? In the Jaffna District the
number of families displaced is 37,631 comprising of 130,248
people. In the Mannar District it is 6,328 families comprising
of 23,662 people. In the Vavuniya District it is 3,027 families
comprising of 10,643 members and in the Mullaitivu and the
Kilinochchi Districts the total number of families displaced is a
little over 16,000 and the number of members of families
displaced is 83,364 totalling to 247,917 people displaced in the
Northern Province in recent times. With the 315,000 people
who have been displaced in the Eastern Province as a result of
the recent actions of the Government since about August last
year, apart from the persons displaced in the earlier period of
war and the persons displaced as a result of tsunami, around
600,000 Tamil civilians have been displaced and are living in
refugee camps, or with their friends and relations in other
places, with hardly any facilities - short of food, short of
drinking water, no sanitation and suffering immense deprivation.
Sometimes they are being compelled by the Government,
against their wish, to return to areas where there is no security.
It is an inhuman situation, Madam, that prevails in these areas.

I must say that a large number of these people have been
displaced as a result of aerial bombardment and multi-barrel
rocket launcher fire and that the Government is acting with
callous disregard for the safety of the Tamil civilian population.
They have no occupation; they have no fishing; they have no
farming; they do not have their livestock; they are unable to
derive an income; they are unable to survive; the children do not
go to school, they have no education and these people are
undergoing immense human suffering as a result of the actions
of the Government. High Security Zones have been declared.
In the Mutur area a High Security Zones has been newly created.
There is ethnic cleansing. The Government claimed that they
were conducting military operations against the LTTE to free
the Tamil people from the clutches of the LTTE. What have
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you done now? You have destroyed their homes, their
plantations, their crops, their livestock, their fishing and farming
equipment and you say, “You cannot go back to your lands and
live” and the people are being prevented from getting back to
the properties in which they have lived for generations and
centuries and they are living in a state of utter penury and
destitution. What else is this but downright ethnic cleansing,
displacement of Tamil people in order to make sure that the
Tamil people do not return to those areas.

The Hon. Rauff Hakeem happened to remark in the course of
his speech, | could not agree with him less, that there is no rule
of law in this country, that there is a state of lawlessness that
prevails in this country.

That is the true position Sir, in regard to the current
situation of this country.

I must also in this context, Sir, refer to a newspaper
article under the heading, "LST claims east not liberated
but militarized", which quotes the Report of the Law and
Society Trust that has been published recently in regard to
the position of the Eastern Province. | quote:

"Killings, disappearances and abductions of persons persist in the
highly militarized environment of Trincomalee and Mutur, while
thousands languish in welfare camps seeking adequate food, shelter and
protection.”

Are you not ashamed of yourselves to allow people to
languish in this way seeking adequate food, shelter and
protection?

| further quote the newspaper article:

“Despite claims of liberation and reawakening of the East, civilians
in Trincomalee live in a highly militarized environment. Despite the
heavy presence of security forces, disappearances and killings continue
regularly,” the LST said in the report based on a field visit.

The Article goes on, | quote:

"Citing the Human Rights Commission, (HRC) Trincomalee office,
the report noted that abductions and disappearances were reported
almost daily with 24 cases in August and 39 in September.

"Many incidents go unreported as no formal complaint is made to
the HRC or Police due to fear of reprisals.” the report notes while
adding that Trincomalee remains heavily militarized and tense with the
town deserted after 7 p.m.

It said though the HRC intervened on some violations, it failed to
make any notable impact, while HRC investigations into the killing of
the five students in January 2006, 17 AFC aid workers in August, 2006
and Ven. Nandarathna thera in Trnicomalee had reached a standstill.”

Ven. Nandarathna thero, Sir, was one of the Buddhist
priests who was very friendly, who got along on very
well with the Tamil people and who was shot dead for
that reason.

Now, Sir, while we make all these complaints about
all our rights being denied and so on and so forth and
about lawlessness in this country being at its zenith and
our being deprived of the right to internal self-
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determination and so on, we find Sir, there is a degree of
arrogance, a degree of intolerance on the part of the
Government in regard to these matters and this is
reflected particularly in the way in which they deal with
the Members of the international community. The first
member of the international community who was given a
dressing down is a Member of the UN staff, Mr. Allan
Rock, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General for Children in Armed Conflict. He came to this
country; he went around; he had several things to say
about various people and he said that children were being
conscripted by paramilitary forces and that the security
forces were being helpful to the paramilitary forces in
carrying these out. It is common knowledge, it is known
to everybody. We knew that in Batticaloa sometimes the
security forces had round ups to enable these paramilitary
forces to go and conscript children, to abduct children.
Allan Rock merely said that, and he was hauled over the
coals and he was called all manner of things. Then we
had Sir John Holmes, UN Under Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs. He did not say anything very
much. He came here, he looked around and then he quite
correctly has said, | think, and quite truthfully said that
Sri Lanka is one of the most dangerous places in the
world for international aid workers. That is what he said.
It is perfectly true because there have been a large
number of aid workers who have been killed and then
he was called a terrorist for saying that. It was said that
he had taken a bribe from the LTTE . There was also a
news report that he had been told that if he comes to Sri
Lanka again that he will be dealt with. This is the way
international personalities of the United Nations who
come to this country, who see for themselves and speak
out quite frankly and truthfully in the hope that the
situation will improve are treated.

In fact, | have a report which appeared in “The
Sunday Times” of August 19" 2007 which states, |
quote:

“The UN Chief of Cabinet, Vijay Nambiar, ‘summoned Sri Lanka’s
Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Prasad Kariyawasam.
On behalf of the UN Secretary General, Nambiar asked Kariyawasam
whether Fernandopulle’s remarks were the official view of the Sri
Lankan Government. He had also referred to a Tamil website, which
had attributed remarks to Fernandopulle that Sir John would be arrested
if he visits Sri Lanka again.”

I do not think Minister Mahinda Samarasinghe would
have been a party to that arrest but this is what has been
said by a Colleague of yours in Cabinet.

It further states, | quote:

“Kariawasam was to explain that the remarks were personal views of
Fernandopulle and did not represent the Government.”

That | will take with a pinch of salt because
Fernandopulle is the Chief Government Whip, he is the
person who speaks on behalf of the Government most in
Parliament and | do not think he would have made such
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very serious statements unless he had the approval of
someone very high-up in the Government. He knew that
he had the authority to speak in that way and speaking in
that way would find acceptance with the Government and
would be approved by the Government otherwise | do not
think Fernandopulle would have dared to say that. Of
course the UN Secretary-General was also very upset
about this matter. He made a statement in regard to this
matter.

A newspaper report which appeared in the “Daily
Mirror” of 18" August 2007 states, | quote:

“Several government officials angrily rejected Holmes’ statement
and demanded a retraction. Government Chief Whip and Minister
Jeyaraj Fernandopulle on Wednesday called Mr. Holmes a “terrorist”
and alleged he had taken a bribe from the LTTE”

Naturally the UN Secretary General was very upset
about it.

The report further states, | quote:

“UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon said today that comments by a
Sri Lankan Minister calling his humanitarian co-coordinator a “terrorist”
were “unacceptable and unwarranted”. UN Humanitarian Chief John
Holmes who was in Sri Lanka recently in an interview to Reuters said
Sri Lanka was among the most dangerous places in the world for
humanitarian workers. He specifically referred in particular to 17 aid
workers attached to Action Against Hunger (ACF) killed execution-
style in Eastern Sri Lanka an year ago.”

The report goes on, Madam:

“During his visit to the island nation, Mr. Holmes said nearly 30 aid
workers have been killed over the past 18 months.

The Consortium for Humanitarian Agencies, an umbrella group of
104 aid agencies operating in Sri Lanka, puts the number at 34, a figure
the Government questions.”

So what was wrong in Sir. John Holmes saying that
Sri Lanka is one of the countries where the highest
number of aid workers are killed. It is substantiated by
very independent material.

Then we have Justice Bhagwati, Chairman of the
International Independent Group of Eminent Persons, a
body which comprises of eminent people from various
countries, from Bangladesh, from Indonesia, from Japan,
from the US, from France, in fact we have met with some
of them, having said that the Commission appointed to
monitor certain human rights violations or to go into
certain specific cases, which had been referred to that
Commission and the Independent Group of Eminent
persons appointed to oversee the working of the
Commission cannot be a substitute for a robust
mechanism permanently installed in this country to
monitor human rights on a regular basis wherever it
occurs in the country and Justice Bhagwati was hauled
over the coals.

I will not go into that in detail but the fact of the matter
is that very responsible people in this country said very
improper things, in my view, about Justice Bhagwati.
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The language used was “The International Independent
Group of Eminent Persons had engaged in improper
conduct.” That was the language used. Justice Bhagwati
called upon the Government to appoint a robust
International Human Rights Monitoring Mechanism
which had wider powers than the 1IGEP. That is all that
he wanted and he wanted that body to regularly monitor
all human rights violations in this country by whomever
they are committed and he was hauled over the coals for
that.

Now, Madam Chairperson, this is an indication of the
arrogance, the insolence, the impertinence, the
impudence, the intolerance, on the part of responsible
persons in the Government in regard to statements made
by very responsible persons whom you have invited,
whom you have appointed to hold positions and when
they speak the truth in regard to the actual situation you
are unable to stomach it, you are unable to bear it and
you insult these people.

Now, recently, the UN Human Rights Commissioner,
Madam Louise Arbour came here. | and some of my
Colleagues also met with her, perhaps not as long as the
Hon. Minister met with her, but we had a good meeting
with her. She was of course, as everybody knows, a
former prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal
for former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. She was also a judge
of the Supreme Court of Canada and this is what she has
said after her visit to Sri Lanka. In fact, she was giving
evidence in regard to the Sri Lankan situation before the
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. | have not been
able to see what she said but | am inclined to the view that
it could not have been too complimentary. Be that as it
may, this is what she said when she came to Sri Lanka.
“The Sunday Times" newspaper of 14" October, 2007
states, | quote:

“Ms. Arbour, a former prosecutor of the International Criminal
Tribunal for former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, expressed a different
position when addressing the media after winding up her four day visit
to Sri Lanka.

She said-

‘It has become apparent that pure technical co-operation cannot
address what | consider are human rights challenges that the country
faces at this time." "

She further states, | quote:

“l want to make my position very clear. | believe that technical
assistance or co-operation is always a good thing. But | don’t believe
that it is sufficient at this particular stage in dealing with the human
rights situation in Sri Lanka. | hope to continue my efforts to persuade
the government that the presence of the OHCHR .in Sri Lanka would be
a great benefit to the people.”

She made a further statement. | quote:

“A striking discrepancy exists in the perceptions of reality among
different sections of the community.

There are allegations that are easily dismissed as those told for
propaganda purposes and so do not warrant investigation. | have had a
lot of experience in creditability assessment and | have found in this
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country that many  allegations, in my view, are certainly credible
enough to be investigated.”

The point that she made was that there were several
allegations that were being made in this country, which
are credible enough to be investigated but which were in
fact not being investigated. That was the point she made.

Yot 00t @EnSw

(semevenwSTHRIGL 2 DILILNETT SjouiTd6ir)

(The Presiding Member)
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(omesorLyifl@ opiT. FIDLIHSH60T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I have got 45 minutes, Madam. | started at -
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(The Presiding Member)
You have only 40 minutes.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I have got 45 minutes. | think | started at 2.40 p.m.
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(The Presiding Member)
You started your speech at 2.37 p.m.

@0 8. ©®ssiesy Owmo
(omresorLy @ . FIDLIHS6IT)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Please give me five more minutes.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
We will give him time.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

They will give me time.
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(The Presiding Member)
Okay.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

She went on further, it states, | quote:
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“Ms. Arbour who was in Sri Lanka on an invitation extended to her
by President Mahinda Rajapaksa when the two met in Geneva earlier
this year, said in her opening remarks, that in the context of the armed
conflict and the emergency measures taken against terrorism, the
weakness of the rule of law and prevalence of impunity in Sri Lanka
were alarming.

“While the Government pointed to several initiatives it has taken to
address these issues, there has yet to be an adequate and credible public
accounting for the vast majority of these incidents. In the absence of
more vigorous investigations, prosecutions and convictions, it is hard to
see how this will come toanend,” ....”

I want to ask you, what has happened to the case of
five students killed in Trincomalee. The file has been
closed. | know that on the night of that killing there were
efforts made to make it appear that the students were
killed in a self-inflicted explosion. That theory exploded
the next day when the JMO who held the postmortem
revealed that every one of them was killed as a result of
gunshot injuries. Bullets were recovered from the bodies
of the children. If the proper guns had been recovered,
the assailants would have been captured and would have
been brought before the law. But the investigations were
botched up. The proper guns were not recovered. That is
what happened. When | met the President in regard to
that matter, he told me "They were killed by the STF".
He said, "I know that". | asked him, "How did the STF
go there? They were never there". He said, "I do not
know who sent them there". | said, "Your brother is the
secretary. He should know". He said, "Even he did not
know". The STF had suddenly gone there. They were
never in Trincomalee. These five students were killed and
thereafter they were called back.

Then, what happened to the case of seventeen aid
workers killed in Mutur? | have got the letter that | wrote
to the President in regard to that matter. What is
happening now? The bullets that were recovered as per
the orders of the Anuradhapura Magistrate were not sent
to the Government Analyst directly. The police went and
took charge of the bullets from the doctor in
Anuradhapura. The doctor in Anuradhapura should have
sent the bullets to the Government Analyst or given the
bullets to the court. But bullets were given to the police
and the bullets were not in continuing proper safe
custody. A senior police officer in charge of that
investigation was suddenly transferred.  What has
happened to the murder of the Hon. Joseph
Pararajasingham? What has happened to the murder of
the Hon. Raviraj? They were our Members of Parliament.
What happened to those investigations? The Hon. Raviraj
was shot on a public highway, in a high security area.
The assailants went past check posts. They got past
check posts when they escaped. Why has not the truth
been discovered? | do not say this. Ms. Louise Arbour
says that proper investigations are called for. There must
be a proper investigative mechanism. There must be a
mechanism which oversees these matters which ensures
that there are proper investigations, that these things are
brought to light immediately, exposed immediately and
then the persons concerned will realize that they cannot
fudge, that they cannot deceive, that they must do a job
of work or they must go home.
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That is why, | think, Ms. Louise Arbour had been
insisting upon a permanent UN Human Rights
Mechanism which will be in a position to look at these
matters but you are not concerned, you are not interested.

I must also read, Madam, a statement which has been
made recently by a very Senior Senator, a powerful US
Senator, Senator Patrick Leahy who is the Chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee and this was what he told
the Senate when he made his statement. "The Sunday
Times" of 4th November, 2007 has his speech. | quote:

“ It is due to this information, from reputable sources, that the Senate
attached three conditions to our assistance to the Sri Lankan military in
the Fiscal Year 2008 State, Foreign Operations Appropriations bill.
Anyone who reviews those conditions should agree that they are
reasonable and appropriate. They would require the Sri Lankan
government to be bringing to justice members of the military who have
been credibly alleged to have committed gross violations of human
rights; end unreasonable restrictions on access in the country by
humanitarian organizations and journalists; and agree to the
establishment of a field presence of the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights in Sri Lanka.”

People cannot go freely and provide assistance to our
refugees. Reputed international organizations, relief
organizations that have served in this country and are
servicing all parts of the world cannot go freely to our
areas and provide relief to our people. Senator Patrick
Leahy goes on to further say, Madam, | hope the Minister
is listening:

* But rhetoric about human rights and the appointment of ineffectual
commissions...

I will repeat that.
*...and the appointment of ineffectual commissions. . V

I am not saying it. Senator Leahy is saying it.

* ....commissions of inquiry that have no credibility, only goes so
far. The situation remains grave and those responsible for abuses are
rarely punished, making a peace agreement more difficult to achieve. A
field presence of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, with sufficient mandate and capability to conduct full and
unfettered monitoring throughout the country, communicate its findings
to all sides of the conflict and the public, and provide advice and
technical assistance, is overdue. Also urgently needed is greater access
for humanitarian organizations to assist civilians caught in the cross-fire
and for journalists to report the facts.”

This is what we want, Madam. But, the Government
would not do this.

On the other hand, Madam, we find recently the
UNICEF is under attack by some of my Colleagues here.
They have got some meals ready to eat. They have got
some meals for their own people. They serve widely in
this country. They serve in all parts of this country and
they are under attack, all motivated, to prevent the
UNICEF continue their service to the Tamil people.
Why are you doing all these? | need to pose the question
as to why you are doing all these. | want to say that the
reason why you are preventing an Independent United
Nations Monitoring Mechanism in this country is not
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merely because of the violations that have taken place
thus far. This is a part of your larger political agenda.
You have got an agenda of displacing the Tamils from the
Eastern Province, a large scale displacement of Tamils.
You have got an agenda of wanting to carry out an
aggressive military programme irrespective of what will
happen to the civilians in the Wanni, irrrespective of
whether they will die in hundreds or thousands, you will
not care. You want to kill them in order to succeed in
your military programme.  There is heavy aerial
bombardment and heavy multi-barrel rocket fire. You
want to move into Wanni and you want to kill those
people. You do not mind the destruction that will be
caused to civilian property. You will not mind the
number of Civilian deaths. You do not mind hundreds or
thousands of people being displaced. You do not care for
those people. But you cannot do these things if you have
in this country, a permanent UN human rights monitoring
mechanism that will observe these things, will look into
these things. That is the real truth.

Gotszn0t) @RS

(sewevenSTHIGL 2 MILILNGTT Sj6uTs6rT)

(The Presiding Member)

®©0] 95508, VIR Drwd 10 O@ews’ gd eom
Boedmroo.

@0 @b, ©dsxsiesy Owmo

(omedorLyfl@ opiT. FiDLIHSEIT)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I will wind up in two minutes, Madam. In order to
succeed in this agenda, you have to somehow keep an
independent, impartial, upright and forthright monitoring
mechanism out of the country in order to be able to
pursue your agenda. This is the objective.

I want to say, Madam, that this type of thing cannot be
permitted. It must stop. If it does not stop, it will mean
that - so far 600,000 Tamil people have being displaced -
very soon yet another 500,000 will be displaced.
Thousands of people will be killed. Tamil houses will be
destroyed. Tamil means of livelihood will be destroyed.
Their occupation will suffer. They will be driven to the
refugee camps. There will be ethnic cleansing to pursue
your programme of Sinhalisation of the East. You cannot
do those things if your actions are monitored by an
international body. That is the reason why you are not
prepared to have this UN field mechanism.

Therefore, 1 want to make an appeal to the
Government, Madam. Stop this military pogrom, stop
these attacks on the Tamil people, stop this aerial
bombardment of Tamil areas which is indiscriminately
killing Tamil civilians, stop using the multi-barrel rocket
launchers in these areas, stop destroying our property,
stop displacing our civilians, stop harassing us in this
way and stop harming us in this way.

Before | finish, Madam, please permit me to just read a
statement made by His Excellency the President in the
United Nations. You must know about it. 1 was a little
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surprised because he was pleading in mitigation. He was
virtually pleading in mitgaiton for himself and his
Government.

G008 O5TE 0B
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(The Presiding Member)

Yes. Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I am finishing up, Madam, in just two minutes.
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There is no time. You have already taken 13 minutes
more.
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Okay, Madam. | will not read the statement. But the
statement is here. When | read the speech that His
Excellency the President had made in the United Nations,
| felt he was pleading in mitigation. The journalist who
reported said that diplomatic and political observers here
are of the view that the message reflected the chasm
between Colombo and the international community on
human rights. That is sufficient.

So, please stop it. If you do not stop it, | want to make
an appeal to the international community on the Floor of
this House that we have a right to protection, we have a
right to protection under international law and we want
the international community not to be slow in ensuring
that that right to protection under international law is
made available to the Tamil civilian population in this
country, because we have a right to live, we have a right
to survive and we should not be allowed to perish.

| thank you, Madam.
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(The Hon. P. Radhakrishnan - Deputy Minister of
Vocational Training)

Sir, | am pleased to speak on two subjects, Community
Development and Human Rights. As far as community
development and social inequity eradication are
concerned, my Leader, the Hon. Chandrasekaran is doing
enormous work to uplift the downtrodden people. We
have submitted to the Government, a master plan for the
development of the plantation area and also made several
proposals for the improvement of that lot. | hope the
Government will give serious thought to it and fulfil our
needs. As far as the human rights violations are
concerned, | need not say about the rampant violations
taking place almost everyday.

®C CEOSY ewenHBoT wmn
(omesrLfl@ svgagiosiT QFGlesaiTderr)
(The Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne)
How can you sit on that side?

©d 8. Gt dens’ wmo

(oreirLyfl@ 1F. @) rTsHmramegevrsir)

(The Hon. P. Radhakrishnan)

My good Friend, the Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne
interrupts me, but | should thank him here today. He
brought to the notice of the House on 6th June 2007,
about one Gajanayake. Since then, abductions have
stopped. | take this opportunity to thank him.

As far as the Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe is concerned
as the Minister of Human Rights, he is a very energetic
and a capable Minister. But unfortunately he is unable to
check on the human rights violations. | do not intend to
take my full time since | want to give some of my time to
the Hon. Minister.

Hon. Minister, | have a list of 270 detainees who are at
the Boossa Camp. | shall submit this list to you. You
should go through this list and try to release those people
who are on the borderline or who have no allegations
against them. The parents of these people are suffering.
They are shedding tears. Everyday they come to me and
cry. | think what has happened is a very, very inhuman
thing. Why do you not keep back only the people who
really have allegations against them and not the entire lot,
which is a very inhuman thing? We, the Tamil Members
of Parliament are always at the receiving end. Still, we
are with the Government. So, realizing that fact, | think
you must take appropriate steps. | am making an earnest
appeal to you.

Hon. Minister, | would say that because of these
arrests, there are some people whose livelihood have been
disrupted. They have no means of living. So the
Government must do something about it. There are
people who have got their visas and air tickets but are not
able to go abroad for employment. | think the
Government should compensate them. Not only that, |
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will cite one more case. One person was to appear for an
examination for a job in Vavuniya last Saturday. He has
been deprived of sitting the examination. So he will not
get a job. What is the Government going to do about this?

Hon. Minister, | earnestly request you to look into
these aspects. | am giving some of my time to you
because | really like you. You must find solutions to
these problems. As the Minister in charge of Human
Rights, you are allowing the international community to
come and interfere in our affairs because we are not doing
the right thing as far as human rights are concerned. If
we uphold human rights perfectly, | do not think anybody
can intervene in our matters. So why are you leaving
room for that? Let the Government govern. Let us have
good governance. Today, | know that relatives of some of
the Members of the Eastern Province are being threatened.
Is this the way to govern? We want good governance.
Everybody must live in peace and harmony and we must
be able to get about our day-to-day work. What have we
been doing in the past years? Now we are supporting.
Every Tamil should be able to go about in the city and be
able to send their children out. These things should be
remedied and we must have peace. Hon. Minister, since |
wish to give most of the time to you, | shall wind up my
speech.

Sir, you must go through the statements of the Chief
Justice who has given wonderful decisions. He has said, “
Bombs cannot win people. You must win the hearts of
the people. You cannot win this war by airdropping
bombs and suppressing people”. The Bible says, “Love
thy neighbour”. So, please love the citizens of the country
and treat them all alike and give them their rights. Then,
these problems will not arise.

Hon. Minister, | will conclude my speech, once again
requesting you to go into all this. I will submit to you a
list of the detainees at the Boossa Camp and on various
other issues.

There is one more thing that | have to state, Hon.
Minister. This morning, it was reported to me that four
people were missing from yesterday. But fortunately we
have found them in the Borella Police Station. Why is
this? The Borella Police has not reported; they should
have allowed them to use a telephone.

They should have been allowed to contact their
relatives so that they would have known about these
people.  One poor man whose brother is one of the
detainees had to go in search of his brother. | will give
that list to you. Ultimately he had found his brother in
the Borella Police Station. If the police had acted with a
bit of common sense, | think this situation would have not
arisen. So, | conclude my speech by requesting you to
please go into all these matters and put an end to the
human rights violations and let us live peacefully.

Thank you.
7 — PL 002863 — (2008/03)
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(Nrdl$ saflgFrari ojeuiaer)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe - Minister of Disaster
Management and Human Rights)

Thank you very much, Sir.
thank all of the -

| want to at the outset,

®©G; BIGD See® DeTiIs Dwm
(orewryflg uredls TmGs LsTLTY)
(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewdss ewsBn®
(Nrdl$ sallereri ojsuissir)
(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara)
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(The Deputy Chairman)

That is not a point of Order. oo, ©®8zic @w®C&-w
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
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I want to place on record, Sir, that many Members who
spoke today acknowledged the work that our Ministry had
been doing over the past year. | want to thank them and also
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place on record my appreciation for several other Members
who spoke. Some were not praiseworthy of what we have
been doing as a Government. They brought up certain
shortcomings that they felt need to be addressed, that we
have failed to address and those | regard, as constructive
criticism.  Certainly, these are areas that we would be
looking into in the coming year to ensure that those
constructive criticisms which were put forward would not be
just discarded, but would be looked into and some results
shown.

Sir, the Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana who spoke first
mentioned about the IPU. He placed on record the fact that
once | had been the President of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union's Human Rights Committee. That is correct. | served
in that Committee for seven years. He also stated that there
are several complaints before the Committee, as we speak
now, regarding violations of human rights of Members of
this House. That is also correct. There are a number of
complaints which have gone before the IPU's Human Rights
Committee. Usually, Sir, the IPU deals with these through
the national Parliament of a country. They correspond
directly with the Hon. Speaker and it is the Speaker, who in
turn corresponds and engages in a dialogue with them.

Since | have a long history of association with the IPU's
Human Rights Committee and the IPU as well, | took it upon
myself as the Minister of Disaster Management and Human
Rights to intervene and keep them informed from time to
time after engaging the stakeholders in the Government and
obtaining information - status reports - from them and
whenever the IPU's Human Rights Committee met in Geneva
or elsewhere, | took the initiative of supplying them with
updated information. | also took up some of these matters at
the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Human Rights, engaged
with investigators, other stakeholders and | did not fail to
emphasize the fact that this is not something that can be
tolerated and condoned. Violating human rights of Members
of Parliament - two of our friends, the Hon. Nadarajah
Raviraj and the Hon. Joseph Pararajasingham, who were old
friends of mine, were brutally assassinated - is not something
that any Member of this House can ever condone. | have
taken this matter up with whoever it has to be taken up with.
I have even spoken up on behalf of these two MPs and
pointed out the need to cultivate a sense of urgency and show
a commitment to get to the bottom of these two
assassinations. There are other -

®0 00, enl. BDEE-0® dwmo
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(The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
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(The Hon. N. Sri Kantha)

The identities of the assassins of the late Hon. Joseph
Pararajasingham were furnished to the Government. What is
the action you have taken? - [Interruption.]

@0 O8sYe w®G8.w Owm

(oressryLll@ wanlbg Fwrdhigs)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

There are investigations being conducted even now, Hon.
Member. All I can say is - I am with you on this - this is not
something that we can ever condone and | think it is up to
Parliament to resolve and make a commitment to see that
especially these two cases are concluded immediately so that
we can send out the message that we do not condone these
kinds of incidents. | am with you on this. -[Interruption.]

I do not entertain a different point of view on this. They
may have been critical of Government policy and they may
have been critical of personalities, but that is not a reason for
them to be assassinated. Therefore, | think, it is important
that we all work together to ensure that these investigations
are concluded as a matter of urgency.

The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana also mentioned
about the Leader Publications Limited. - [Interruption.] Can
I please finish? Hon. Member, | have a -

06 e83FDc%H medsigs’ Dwvmm
(oreryfl@ QFsveurmreym &Ggohdreir)
(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
Sir, | rise to a point of Order.

Bewrdss awisBn®
(Nrdl$ sallereri ojeuissir)
(The Deputy Chairman)

What is the point of Order?
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(The Hon. Selvarajah Kajendren)
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Beradts eswsBn®o
(Nrdls sallgreri ojeuiser)
(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Sir, I am sure the Hon. Member knows that | do not have
investigative powers. | can only engage with the different
stakeholders and tell them that this is an issue which has been
raised internationally, an issue which comes up regularly at
important international forums and therefore, we must ensure
that these investigations are concluded. That is all | can do.
I do not have investigative powers. You must understand
that.

In respect of the statement made by the Hon. (Dr.)
Jayalath Jayawardana regarding the burning down of some
machines at the Leader Publications Limited, which took
place not long ago, | would like to say that it is something |
very strongly condemn. The freedom of newspapers, the
freedom of journalists is a part of democracy. There may be
journalists, there may be newspapers, there may be editorial
policies which have gone consistently against the
Government of the day, but that should not be a reason for
these independent newspapers which publish these articles,
newspaper reports and these pronouncements to be crushed
in the way the Leader Publications office had been attacked.
That is something | am willing to condemn publicly. While |
say this, | also must say that it is incumbent on the
investigators to ensure that these investigations are
completed and the people who are responsible for this are
brought to justice. That must be done, Sir, because when I go
overseas and when | go to international forums, | am asked
about this. Recently, when | was in Geneva, several
Ambassadors came up to me and asked me about this
incident. All I could say was, that is not the Government
policy, which is correct. In addition to that, all I could say
was that the investigations are continuing and | am hopeful
that those would conclude in a satisfactory manner so that the
perpetrators can be brought to justice. | am expressing that
hope. This is an important issue. - [Interruption.] No, | am
not going to yield, Sir. | have only twenty minutes and |
have to answer especially the Hon. Sampanthan, who raised
some very important issues.

The Hon. (Dr.) Jayalath Jayawardana also mentioned
about the National Advisory Body and asked me the question
as to why all the members have resigned. They all have not
resigned. | appointed ten members of the Civil Society
because | wanted to engage with the civil society on a
continuous basis, have a dialogue with them, give them a
forum to come and face Government stakeholders, put
forward their suggestions, criticize actions which have been
taken by the Government and the different agencies of the
Government in a spirit of democracy. These 10 members
were appointed in that spirit and they engaged with us on
several occasions. Of course, the attendance of some of them
was not as good as that of the others but nevertheless,
depending on their work schedule, they made it a point to
come for these meetings and they did put forward some very
good suggestions, which we took on board.



3443

[0ct @823¢ w3@c8:w @wmn]

In fact, I want to place on record some of these
suggestions.  One was, the reissuance of the special
presidential directives on arrest and detention. Our Ministry
was able to engage with the Presidential Secretariat and get
these special directives of His Excellency the President
reissued. In fact, we even went a step further as a result of a
suggestion made by the Advisory Body and | put in place a
sub-committee consisting some of these people who have
resigned, which went with the police to inspect police
stations at random to ensure that the receipt books were there
and the special presidential directives on arrest and detention
were being adhered to. When people are arrested, the
directives say that especially if they are under 18 or if they
are females, they can be accompanied by the next of kin and
when they go to the police station to record their statement,
they have a right to choose a language of their choice and get
it recorded in that language. There is also a provision to say
that if they cannot write, they can get someone to write their
statement in the police record book. All these safeguards
have been put forward by none other than His Excellency the
President. So, we expect especially the police to adhere to
this. This is relevant not only to the police, but also to the
armed forces. So, we took that step, Sir, of going to the
police stations and doing random checks. We found certain
shortcomings. Then, we engaged with the Inspector-General
of Police; we ensured that he issued a circular to all the
police stations and by and large, these directives are now in
place for the police stations to follow. So, we express the
hope that these would be adhered to.

There was another very important suggestion that the
Advisory Body brought forward. There are forms being
handed over to the householders to get their statistics - who
are living in those particular houses - to ensure that the police
and other people who are charged with the responsibility -

00 eld e®dsiest ®wmn

(oreryll@ &#Greig LBrw&ebBresr)

(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

May | have a small clarification? Are those forms given
to all the people or only to Tamils?

@0 O8sie ©®5w Swme

(orenryfl@ warlbs Fwrdnis)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Initially, 1 must say, we did receive complaints that only
a particular ethnic group was targeted. | admit it.

@0 edd egf®dsIcst Owm
(oressryLil @ &Creig LNCrivdeHd resr)
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)
Why?

00 O8sYe w®G8.w Owm
(omessryLll@ wanlbg Fwrhigs)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Please, wait. Can | finish? Then we took the step of
ensuring that a proper circular was issued through the
Inspector-General of Police and we made sure that not only
one ethnic group is not targeted, but also that the form would
not have personal details such as the religion of that person.
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Even that was evident in some of those earlier forms, which |
disagreed with and we have rectified that. In fact, we went
to the Attorney-General, got this form designed according to
the laws of the country, got the IGP to issue it and now it is
being given to all householders. So, I agree that at the start
there were certain complaints and | acted on those
complaints. In fact, some of those complaints were brought
to my notice through the Advisory Body and this is another
example where the Advisory Body played a very
constructive role, Sir. | must also admit that | did not take
on board all the suggestions that the Advisory Body came
out with. There were certain suggestions which were
impossible and impracticable to be implemented.
Therefore, we could not do that. But, by and large, the
good suggestions were taken on board and we
implemented those. It is unfortunate, Sir, that four out of
those ten members decided to resign. It is their freedom to
decide. If they do not want to continue in such an
Advisory Body, in such an advisory capacity, advising the
Minister of Disaster Management and Human Rights,
making use of that forum and engaging with Government
stakeholders, that is their choice and | respect that.

That does not mean that my commitment to engage
with the civil society through a structure like an Advisory
Body would diminish. I will not let go of that structure |
have put in place. In place of those four members, I will
appoint equally eminent, credible people who are there in
the civil society today. 1 can find four very good
replacements in place of those four members, who, |
would also like to aknowledge, are very good. These are
people who have a proven track record. | am not
discrediting them in any way. But if they do not want to
serve in that Advisory Body, that is too bad. In fact, |
sent a message to them asking them to reconsider it. But,
it is very unfortunate that they decided not to continue.
Therefore, | will replace them with four others and my
commitment to engage with the civil society through this
Advisory Body will continue. Now, Sir, -

©0 3. EosTmn Owmn
(orevorifl@ e16dT. LS SHTHST)

(The Hon. N. Srikantha)

May | seek a small clarification?

oG O8sY¢ ©®c8.w wm
(oressrLyfl@ wadlhs Fwrdmis)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
I have only fourteen minutes.
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(orevorLifl@ er6dT. LS SHTHST)

(The Hon. N. Srikantha)

Please, bear with me. Give me just one minute. Hon.
Minister, you can see that under the current Emergency
Regulations, there is no provision to arrest a person and
then detain. According to Regulation 19 (1), to detain a
person, first there must be a detention order under the
hand of the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order. But contrary to that, people are
being arrested and detained on detention orders issued



3445

thereafter. Will you concede that under Regulation 19(1),
a person cannot be detained unless and until there is a
detention order in the first place issued by the Secretary to
the Ministry of Defence, Public Security, Law and Order,
directing either the armed forces or the police, for that
matter, to take that person into custody and place him on
detention? Will you clarify that?

@0 O8BsYe w®G8.w Owm

(oressryLll@ wanlbg Fwrdhigs)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

There is a certain time period and if they keep a
person beyond that time period, what you say is correct:
they cannot be held without a detention order being
issued.

@G O57. mosime Owmo

(omessrL L)@ eT6dT. LS HTHST)

(The Hon. N. Srikantha)

You have not understood what | said. My contention
is -

00 O8Bsie ©OC8w Swum

(oreryfl@ warlbs Fwrdnis)

(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

You are not allowing me to reply to your leader. Let
me reply to the Hon. Sampanthan.

The Hon. Sampanthan made some very important
points. He is someone whom | have known for many
many years and whom | have always engaged with in a
very constructive manner. | was listening to him very
attentively and | would like to reply to some of the points
he raised.

Hon. Sampanthan, let me tell you very clearly - | say
this from the bottom of my heart - that sovereignty is
something that is not negotiable. There is a Constitution
in this country; there are laws in this country which
cannot be bypassed or trampled on. - [Interruption.] No,
no. Your explanation about self-determination and all
those points that you made are something that you have
entertained for a very long time, | know. - [Interruption.]
You have entertained that for a very long time and that is
not something | agree with. - [Interruption.]

Bewadts eswsBn®
(Nrdl$ sallereri ojeuissir)
(The Deputy Chairman)

Qaerreu mpGeuhger HeuirsGer - [GewLuf®)]

o0 O8Bsie ©O8w Bwm
(oreryfl@ warlbs Fwrdnis)
(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)
Can | finish? - [Interruption.]

Bewdss ewsBn®
(Nrdlg sallgreri ojeuissr)
(The Deputy Chairman)
RH® S WOBIBY.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

I was going to say, Sir, that sovereignty is something
that is not negotiable. But we, as a Government, are
committed to address the legitimate aspirations and
grievances of the people of the North and the East. -
[Interruption.] That involves not only Tamils, but
Muslims and Sinhalese as well who live in the North and
the East, Sir. There are cultural issues; there are religious
issues; there are linguistic issues and there are economic
issues. These are legitimate grievances and they can only
be addressed by way of a political solution because these
are political problems. But as far as - [Interruption.] Can
| finish? - [Interruption.]

®©S; ®exd B¥wedsim vz
8®o3 @)
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(The Hon.
Development)

Hon. Eelaventhan, no wonder you sought refuge in
Canada. You are talking big here. What about the
Sinhalese people who live in the North and the East? -
[Interruption.]

(DD 305

Mano Wijeyeratne-Minister of Enterprise
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Sir, please bring these Hon. Members to order, | have
to finish my speech.

There are some other important matters that the Hon.
Sampanthan has raised and | want to reply to those as
well. The Hon. Sampanthan referred to Mr. Allan Rock
who came to Sri Lanka on the invitation of the
Government of Sri Lanka. He made certain allegations
in his report which he said were supported by strong and
credible evidence. One of the things he had said and
which the Hon. Sampanthan brought to our notice was
that security forces were working in cohorts with
paramilitary forces in some areas and rounding up
children for recruitment. ~ Sir, when this allegation was
made, we took it wvery seriously. We took it very
seriously to the extent that | wrote personally to Mr.
Allan Rock and said, “You say in your report that there is
strong and credible evidence. Please share this strong and
credible evidence with us so that we can deal with the
people who have violated military discipline and the
Government policy”. Up to now, Sir, we have not got
even an acknowledgement of that letter. It is sad. If he
said that there was strong and credible evidence, then he
should share it with us because we made a commitment
to investigate into this matter once that information
came to us. But we did not get that information and |
even went to the extent of writing to the UNICEF
because UNICEF was cited in that report and also,
privately when it was communicated, it was some
UNICEF staff members who had said that they had



3447

[0c @823¢ w3@c8:w @wmn]

observed this incident. So | called the previous UNICEF
representative to my Ministry and asked him to please
let us have this information because we want to start the
investigation. Up to now | have not been given the
evidence that they have shared, as they say, with Mr.
Allan Rock. So these kinds of baseless accusations, Sir,
cannot be reacted to unless they take us into confidence
and work with us to ensure that the truth of these kinds of
allegations are looked into and then established. -
[Interruption.] Sorry, | have to finish.

The Hon. Sampanthan also mentioned about Sir John
Holmes. He said that  Sir John Holmes was called a
terrorist. The Hon. Prime Minister made a statement in
this House in this regard and that was the official
position of the Government of Sri Lanka and we stand by
that particular statement.

The Hon. Sampanthan also referred to Mrs. Louise
Arbour's visit to Sri Lanka. Mrs. Louise Arbour wanted
to go to Kilinochchi. That is true. We had reasons to say,
“No” to her. -[Interruption]. Can | finish? We had very
good reasons to say, “No” to her because in the past we
have observed that whenever a high UN dignitary goes
to Kilinochchi, what they do is that they take photographs
with these people, put it on their website and appeal to
all those people outside Sri Lanka to give them money
to cause the destruction that they have caused in this
country. Now, Sir, we are not going to get caught to
something like that. We took a decision that we are not
going to sponsor terrorism and Mrs. Louise Arbour
understood that. And, | must say, Sir, yesterday she
made a statement in Geneva and castigated the LTTE.
Although she did not go to Kilinochchi, she very clearly
castigated the LTTE and accused them of the terror that
they have unleashed in this country. - [Interruption.]

Bewades eswsBn®s

(Nrdl$ sallereri ojeuissir)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Shivajilingam, please do not disturb. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Hon. Sampanthan - [Interruption.] Sir, I am really sad
that the Hon. Sampanthan has to work with people like
this. Look at the gentlemanly way, look at the
Parliamentary way that your Leader is sitting down and
listening. Why do you also not do that?

Now, Sir, about the five students who were murdered
in Trincomalee-

Bewdss ewsBn®o

(Nrdlg sallgreri ojeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Okay. Regarding the five students who were murdered
in  Trincomalee, the Hon. Sampanthan said that
investigations have closed. That is not correct.
Investigations have not closed. Investigations are still
going on and in fact all those who were suspected of
engaging in the shooting were put into remand prison.
They were held there for several months and when an
identification parade took place, no one could identify
them. There are laws in the country. We cannot violate
them. They have to be followed and investigations
should continue. | also want to say, Sir, that the
Commission of Inquiry appointed by His Excellency the
President is looking into this case. They have started
investigations. The Criminal Investigations Department is
still investigating and we are hopeful that we will be able
to bring the culprits to book.

Then, Sir, finally, the Hon. Sampanthan was rattling
out statistics about the disappearances, abductions and
extrajudicial killings. The Hon. Sampanthan was quoting
some civil society organizations. | want to bring to the
attention of the Hon. Sampanthan that when these figures
were sent out, it was copied to me. | sat down with my
team, | brought in the investigators and we looked at
these figures one by one and what we found, Sir, was
astonishing. | will give you two examples. They referred
to in that list about a Filipino national working for an
organization called Mercyco who was killed. Sir, when
we saw this, we immediately knew that this would
mislead the public and we took it up with these civil
society organizations and pointed out to them that this
Filipino national was shot as a result of going into an area
that he should not have gone. In the night he was
intoxicated and from what | hear, he was seeking
medical treatment in Singapore. Now, he appears in this
list as having been killed and then finally -

Bewades ewsBn®

(Nrd$ sallereri ojeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Just one point, Sir. There was a person who was
referred to in that list as Liptina Jayanthan Sooriyaratnan.

BRewdss ewsBn®

(Nrdls sallFrari euissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

If your hands are clean, if you conscience is clean,
why do you not have an independent body to conduct an
investigation and come up with a report?
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(The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe)

Precisely, what | am saying is - [Interruption.] What |
am saying is, we have a National Human Rights
Commission and that is an independent mechanism and
we have asked the High Commissioner’s Office to give us
assistance in terms of an advisory capacity and we will
not substitute anything to the national structure.

Thank you very much.

BRewdss ewisBn®:

(LNrd)s sailFrari oeuiasr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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Question put. MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, having collected the Voices,
declared that the “ Ayes “ had it.

OGS e @O

®©G; 0. e, BDEE-0® Dwmm
(omesorLyifl@ srid. Gs. Feurgdledmiasin)
(The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam)

Sir, | call for a Division by name.

@0 BOE B8 ¢ BT @wmo

(oresryfl@ Blwsv Anflursy & Asveurr)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

You cannot call for a Division by name because it was
agreed at the Party Leaders' Meeting that you will call for
a Division only -

®©G; 0. enf. BDHEE-0® wmm

(omesorLyifl@ srid. Gs. Feurgdledmiasin)

(The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam)

g Member o ¢@8w=. ©®= Party Leaders Meeting
- [@000 B8]

@G BOE 88ene ¢ BED @wmo
(woreiryflg Blwsd Anlursy 5 Asveaur)
(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

So, then, you must tell your Leaders.

®G O0. e, BDrBE-0® Bwmn

(omesrLyifl@ stid. Gs. Heurgdlednigsid)

(The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam)

@z ® 9EE®, Division by name. [2do B38]

BRewdss ewisnBn®:

(LNrd)s sailFrari oeuiasr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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®©G O0. e, BDrBE-0® Bz

(omesrLyifl@ stid. Gs. Heurgdlednigsid)

(The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam)
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Bewadss anwisBn®

(Nrdlg sallgrari ojeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

PSITMI HEWEVLIL|BEHS &L CTpemmuileomr?

©G 8. e, BDEE-0® Owmo

(orer i@ srid. Cas. Fouredleflnigsid)

(The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam)

@)sVewev. ReUGlUTETMISH G SevllgseTlwrsd CsrmaAEmrid.

Bewadss anwisBn®

(Nrdlg sallgrari ojeuissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)
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The Parliament divided under Standing Order No. 43:  Ayes 48 ;

Noes 74
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Question, "That the sum of Rs.362,063,000 for Head 145, Programme
01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed
to.

Head 145, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.508,595,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.508,595,000 for Head 145, Programme
01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put and agreed to.

Head 145, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs.1,736,250,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.1,736,250,000 for Head 145,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 145, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.1,760,955,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.1,760,955,000, for Head 145,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 145, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 76,135,000, for Head 106, Programme
01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed
to.

Head 106, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 127,025,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.127,025,000, for Head 106, Programme
01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put and agreed to.

Head 106, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs.105,682,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.105,682,000 for Head 106, Programme
02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed
to.

Head 106, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.1,556,020,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.1,555,020,000, for Head 106,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 106, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

HEAD 304. - DEPARTMENT OF METEOROLOGY

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs.129,992,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs.129,992,000, for Head 304,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 304, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.374,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.374,000,000, for Head 304, Programme
02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put and agreed to.

Head 304, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.
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It being 5.05 p.m., the Deputy Chairman left the Chair to report
Progress. Committee report Progress; to sit again on Thursday, 13th
December, 2007.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

®©0; Bowdts 0% 098808, "bEe®xind
st G mPw gra" 8 & ewldnn momo.

Gafnes ew8S o &
afleaTir 6T(RBHMIDLILIGIIHD .
Question proposed.

NEOBDEC s afetmiony
320®82 98®

Hlps @ rETeTsSle0 Yusflssiiu’ L
yiefad &resmflassr
TRADITIONAL LANDS ACQURED IN EASTERN
PROVINCE
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(The Hon. M.K. Shivajilingam)
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

[Interruption.] - Pottuvil people. They were farmers
on that land and the persons present at that meeting were
Ministers - the Hon. (Mrs.) Ferial Ismail Ashraff, the
Hon. A. L. M. Athaullah, the Hon. P. Dayaratna and a
JVP Member for Ampara. Why has that decision not
been implemented? Who is stopping it? There was a
unanimous decision taken by all the Members. Who is
stopping it? Somebody is stopping it.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 5.24 p.m. until 9.30
a.m. on Thursday, 13th December, 2007 pursuant to
the Resolution of Parliament of 29th November,
2007.
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