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asked the Minister, of Irrigation and Water Management
and Minister of Ports and Aviation :

(@) Will he inform this House, on per year basis from
1995 to date,-

(i) the total cargo tonnage handled by Air at the
Bandaranaike International Airport;

(if) the fresh transshipment cargo tonnage gone
through “Sri Lanka Master Air Way Bill Ex,”
Colombo;

(iii) the countries that they come from and the
breakup; and

(iv) as (i) above, the breakup of import and export
tonnage?

(b) Will he state the total revenue and the profit
earned from the inward and outward cargo
tonnage at Bandaranaike International Airport for
the last 10 years?

(c) If not, why ?
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(The Hon. Sarath Kumara Gunaratne - Deputy Minister of
Aviation)
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asked the prime Minister, Minister of Internal
Administration and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order, :

(@ Will he inform this House -

(i) the amounts paid to the Cabinet Ministers, Non-
Cabinet Ministers and Deputy Ministers as at 01.
03. 2005 and 01. 03. 2007;

(if) whether it is correct that they are paid a salary of
Rs.  75,000/- plus MP’s salary a housing
allowance of Rs. 200,000/-, two vehicles or Rs.
250,000/- per month per vehicle, an overseas
allowance of Rs. 25,000/- per trip a fuel
allowance of Rs. 65,000/- per month , for
outstation MPP Rs. 125,000/- fere telephones at

Rs. 34,000/- each entertainment allowance of Rs.
75,000/- fere staff members along with vehicles
and two mobile phones up to Rs. 100,000/- per
phone as benefits;

(iii) if not what the correct figures are;

(iv) the number of staff they are entitled to have and
the total benefits they receive as at 01. 03. 2005;
and,

(v) the total cost per month as at 01. 03. 2007?
(b) If not, why ?
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Hon. Minister, | have asked a direct Question. It could
be rebutted. In Parliament, we have been informed that
certain Ministers are paid Rs. 300,000 for a vehicle and
some are paid Rs. 300,000 for a house.
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(@) @FCmev, arair?

asked the Minister, of Trade, Marketing Development and
Co-operatives and Consumer Services:

(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the names of the Trustees of the Mahapola
Fund as at today;

(if) the unutilied provisions available at
Mahapola Fund for the last 10 years as at 31st
December of each year;

(iii) the number of students and the amount that
had been paid monthly for the last 05 years on
per year basis;

(iv) the number of students and the amount that is
being paid to them as of today; and

(v) the cash flow in and out for the last 06 years
to date?

(b) Will he state amount of money received form the
President’s Fund from Olst January to 31st
December for the last 08 years to date on per year
basis?

(c) If not, why ?
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Marketing Development Co-operatives and Consumer Services)
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2. 1997 o 329,084,025

3. 1998 o 280,467,962

4. 1999 S 271,038,935

5.2000 o 290,679,389

6. 2001 o 357,186,690

7. 2002 o 220,278,239

8. 2003 S 65,638,508

9. 2004 o 563,180,631

10. 2005 o 424,144,091

11. 2006 o 363,890,920

61.3,574,497,518
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2005/2006 2007 10,135 2,200/ 2,150/ 1,000/
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1999 312,631.725 197,192,127
2000 339,388,683 232,902,728
2001 605,827,962 246,287,332
2002 446,322,079 361,885,151
2003 430,862,795 435,859,196
2004 526,497,478 459,845,549
2005 710,371,953 486,038,963
2006 832,073,367 624,039,282
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Asked the Minister of Water Supply and Drainage :
(@  Will he inform this House,-

(i) the amount of money allocated by the
Ministry of Finance and Planning, to provide
the drinking water facility and to improve
the existing water projects in the Tangalle
Divisional ~ Secretary’s Division, under
indentified development expenses in respect
of Divisional Secretary’s Divisions in the
year 2007;

(if) whether the relevant ministries have received
the said money.

(iii) if not, when the money would be received?

(b)  Will he state this House the manner in which the
allocations would be made to provide drinking
water facilities and to improve basic sanitary
facilities, the estimated amount, the names of the
Grama Niladhari Divisions that the water and
sanitary facility would be given, the number of
beneficiary families and the date of
commencement with the proposed date of
completion, in respect of each proposal?

(c)  Will he state,-

(i) the number of drinking water connections
given in the above Divisional Secretary’s
Division as at 31.12.2006;

(if) the number of new drinking water connection
that could be given out of the said financial
investment in the year 2007;

(iii) the amount of money spent to reconstruct the
existing water projects; and,

(iv) for the reconstruction of which activities?
(d) If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Energy :
(a) will he inform this House,-

(i) the monthly salaries of the General Manager
and the Deputy General Manager of the
Ceylon Electricity Board; and

(ii) the monthly allowances entitled to them?
(b)  well he state, —

(i) the names and designations of officers of the
Ceylon Electricity Board who are entitled to
official quarters in Colombo District;

(i) the names and the designations of officers
who are in quarters in respect of which the
rent is paid by the Ceylon Electricity Board:;
and

(iii) separately, the monthly rent paid by the
Ceylon Electricity Board for each of such
official quarters?

(c) If not, why?
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“More SLFPers fall out with Mahinda, likely to join JVP

By Suranga Gamage

Several SLFP Parliamentarians who have fallen out with President
Mahinda Rajapaksa may, instead of supporting the SLFP-(M) faction
which supports the UNP, enter into a pact with the JVP soon, an in-
formed source said."
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"In addition to the SLFP, the MEP and several Muslim members
may also join the new alliance, the source said."
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| have no problem. But, | think it is a matter affecting
all of us here because we are being asked to file papers on
cases already being investigated by the COPE. | think the
House will have to give a ruling on it.
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Yes. Itisashort brief. 1 will send the papers to you.
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PRIVILEGE: PETITION REGARDING COMMIT-
TEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES INQUIRY
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Hon. Speaker, | have been served with a petition in SC/
FR/209/2007, a case filed by Mr. Vasudeva Nanayakkara
with the first respondent being the Hon. Choksy, MP, the
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second respondent being the Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, MP,
the third respondent being myself and | think there are
altogether 31 respondents. | am tabling* a copy of the
petition.

This is in relation to the inquiries that are going on by
the COPE and the subcommittee of COPE. | have been
asked to file an answer. This is the problem | have. Eve-
rything in this petition is under investigation by the
COPE. | will send copies of the petition to you. If you
read the petition, paragraph 21 of 33(b) says that a true
copy of Hansard Columns 358 to 362 of 12.1.2007 is
annexed hereto marked P35, pleaded as part and parcel
thereof.

Then, in 34 (e), he says that he became aware of the
despicable, deplorable and shameless transaction in issue,
only through recent media reports on investigation by
COPE, a Parliamentary Committee.

Then in 33 (b), he says that Hansard of 12.1.07 con-
tains a report by COPE on several investigations carried
out by it, including an Interim Report on the transaction in
issue in its Columns 358 to 362 as quoted below.

I will not quote it at length but this whole case is based
on Hansards of Parliament; what has been said in some
Hansards and the COPE Report. The investigation is still
on. | asked some of the Members of the COPE but they
have not concluded this inquiry. In the meantime, a case
has been filed and | am asked to file an answer. If | file an
answer, then | am subjecting the COPE inquiry to court.
There is one reference especially to me which says the
second respondent has made a public statement that the
said transaction among other transactions had been given
effect under the direction of the Economic Affairs Sub-
committee of Cabinet chaired by the third respondent,
then as Prime Minister. Such a statement was made in
Parliament by the second respondent.

Subsequently on 6" March 2007, starting from Column
1169 and again in Hansard of 21° August, Column 1421,
| clarified the position. In fact | asked the COPE to go
into this whole transaction which was done when | was
the Prime Minister. | also stated in the House and again
repeated on 21 of August that this matter was not taken
up by the Economic Affairs Subcommittee for the simple
reason it has been authorized by the previous Cabinet. We
gave the go-ahead and the Cabinet Paper came straight to
the Cabinet. Therefore, this is a matter which is now
being investigated by the Subcommittee of the COPE. It
will come to the COPE and come to this House. | do not
want to say anything more about the matter. It is under
investigation and inquiry by the COPE. How am | to an-
swer these? Because if | file an answer, | will be bring-
ing to courts the matters that are now being investigated
by the Committee on Public Enterprises. Secondly, |
asked them to go into this matter. As Prime Minister and
as Members of the Cabinet, we are collectively responsi-

* gelmmiced md gr».

* Brefleweviiggle) swerudsLILIL (HeirsNS).

* Placed in the Library.

ble to the House. This is a matter which pertains to the
House. I am no longer Prime Minister but this House can
examine what we did when | was the Prime Minister. This
goes for the other matters in the COPE Report that are
covered during the period when Mrs. Kumaratunga was
President and the Hon. Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka was
the Prime Minister. Then, when she was the President |
was the Prime Minister. When she was the President, the
present President was the Prime Minister and with the
present President, we are answerable to the House. If you
go to courts, what is the responsibility of this House?
You have a matter clearly under the jurisdiction of this
House being investigated by the House. Then, one person
files action and we are asked to file an answer in court.
We have to avoid a clash between courts and Parliament.
Recently there was an instance regarding the Sri Lanka
Telecom. We raised this in the House. One Member went
and filed action and the court gave a stay order. They had
a right to give a stay order. We wanted to take action in
Parliament. So we put it aside because he had gone to
courts first. In this instance, this is a matter which the
COPE, the Parliament had discovered 3 to 4 years after it
took place. One of the issues raised by the COPE is that
the Cabinet Paper was put up on 21* June, 2002 and was
approved only on 21* August 2002. We all know the cor-
respondence that took place between the then Minister
and the then President on this privatization transaction.
These are matters that must come out in the COPE and
has to be discussed here in Parliament. If | file an answer
I may bring Parliament before the jurisdiction of the
courts. We have to build up on the Ruling given by the
Hon. Anura Bandaranaike as the then Speaker. | want to
bring this to your notice. | will send copies of the petition
to you, to the Leader of the House and to the Chairman
of the COPE. We have to take some decision and lay
down guidelines. Otherwise, you find counsel who run to
court and take up matters which are already being investi-
gated by Parliament. If there is something new, that is a
different matter. | thought | should bring this to your at-
tention.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

No, Hon. Speaker. | think we will have to set down
some guidelines for the future so that the lawyers will
know what we consider is our matter. Otherwise everyday
we will be taking up these issues.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

With regard to the statement you have made on what
you had stated in Parliament, has been quoted in this peti-
tion. You know, when the Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle
made some statements, there was a fundamental rights
case and he had to pay compensation also on the basis of
the statement that he made in Parliament. That was the
decision of Justice Mark Fernando. | think we have to
confront all these situations.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

The second respondent who is now the Minister said
that this went before the Economic Affairs Subcommittee.
| happened to say in Parliament that it did not happen that
way. This was a matter which was authorized by the pre-
vious Cabinet. The Cabinet Paper went directly to the pre-
sent Cabinet. | asked the COPE Subcommittee to go into
this matter. | think the Hon. Members are here. While
they are investigating that, how can | go and file an an-
swer? Then, you might get two different findings, one
from the court and one from the COPE. These are the
issues.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

I think, this must be brought to the notice of the court.
Probably when the court issued notice, they would not
have been apprised of this. There may be some suppres-
sion of facts in that case. There is certainly -
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Now the Hon. Speaker has referred it to the Committee
on Privileges. | will refer it there and inform the court.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

The court also has to raise this issue and on what cir-
cumstances this was done. Otherwise, we cannot find
fault with the court also because -
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(oreryLfl@ remilev aflsalrwdnis)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

I am not finding fault with the court.
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(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

Probably the court did not possess the other material
which you are urging now before them at that time.
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(The Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

| do not say that. | am not finding fault with the court.
I am finding fault with the lawyers and the petitioner who
filed it. | think there must be some guidelines for the fu-
ture so that the lawyers are aware of it. Since you have
told us that you will send it to the Committee on Privi-
leges, | will inform the court of this. I think, we should go
into it and set down some guidelines.
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON. (VEN.)
UDAWATTE NANDA THERO took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) W.A. Wiswa Warnapala- Minister of

Higher Education)
Venerable Sir, it is with a deep sense of grief that | stand
up here in this House to pay a tribute to one of my dear
Friends, the late Hon. Monty Gopallawa. | met the late
Hon. Monty Gopallawa at the University of Peradeniya in
the early 1960s and | was his senior at the University of
Peradeniya. The friendship which we struck as
undergraduates at the University of Peradeniya remained
a strong bond of friendship for more than 45 years.
Monty, at the University of Peradeniya, was a unique
person, a unique character; he was unique because of his
fame. He was a son of a famous individual of this
country. His father, Mr. William Gopallawa, at that time,
was the Governor-General of this country who later
became the first President of Sri Lanka whose position
came to be described as the "Dignified Nominal
Executive of Sri Lanka." In fact, Venerable Sir, | wrote
an article under the title, "The Dignified Nominal
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Executive" to the Gopallawa Felicitation VVolume which
Monty Gopallawa arranged when he was a Member of
this august Assembly. As an undergraduate at the
University of Peradeniya, he specialized in Philosophy.
He became a very popular undergraduate because he was
able to mingle within the undergraduate community
without any inhibitions. He, forgetting the fact that he has
a famous father, forgetting the fact that he was a famous
son of a famous father, got himself involved in
undergraduate activities at the university. He had a
scooter | can still remember which, on many an occasion,
was used to take messages to different halls of residence
in order to encourage students to enter into different
political activities, of course, of his own political
persuasion. It was his amiable personality and pleasant
ways which made him very popular among the
undergraduates at the University of Peradeniya and he, as
many of us, began to experience a new youth culture at
the University.  Venerable Sir, the University of
Peradeniya was a different University of the 1960s.
Though Monty came from an exclusive elite social
background, he was able to identify himself with the
student politics of the period in which we saw an
intellectual commitment to serious economic and political
issues. It was a period in which the student community
got themselves involved in intellectual debate and
argument. He read Philosophy. Venerable Sir,
Philosophy is a very difficult subject. He read Western
Philosophy. But he was able to get a good Second Class
pass at the final examination. Venerable Sir, Western
Philosophy, was a special area of study and it gave him a
broad vision, broad outlook which remained with him
throughout his life and throughout his political career.
His outlook was that of an intellectual with a broad world
vision which helped him to adjust himself to the needs
and aspirations of the Kandyan peasantry. Monty, with
this kind of innate ability, was able to adjust himself to
the needs and aspirations of the undergraduate
community, most of whom were Sinhalese-speaking and
of rural background. They were looking for a new kind of
leadership capable of articulating their grievances and
aspirations. It was Monty’s involvement in undergraduate
politics which, in the end paved the way for the formation
of a Sri Lanka Freedom Party Student Organization at the
University of Peradeniya. It was the first Sri Lanka
Freedom Party Student Organization which was to be
formed at Peradeniya which, within a short period of time
broke the hold on the student community by the Marxist
groups which dominated student politics since the 1940s,
since the establishment of the fully-fledged university in
1942. It was through undergraduate political activism that
we ourselves, including myself, got socialized into active
politics. It was through student undergraduate political
activism that Monty Gopallawa got himself socialized
into active Parliamentary politics. Monty too came via
that particular route.

For a short period of time, my good Friend, my dear
Friend, the late Hon. Monty Gopallawa served the
University of Peradeniya with a few of us as an Assistant
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Lecturer in Philosophy. He was there for some time. He
was my own contemporary; whereas | was in the
Department of Economics, he was in the Department of
Philosophy. He was there for a short time and which
position he gave up later to take to active politics.

As my good Friend, the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella said,
he selected Laggala as his electorate. Laggala is from his
own traditional district, Matale.  He selected this
backward electorate in the Matale District where
Gopallawa’s had a base. The Gopallawa’s had their own
base in the District of Matale. Therefore he selected
Laggala Pallegama as his electorate. Laggala, Venerable
Sir, from the point of view of its geography and terrain is
one of the most difficult, one of the most backward
electorates in this country. Therefore he chose a very
backward electorate for electioneering and doing his
politics as a novice in the area of parliamentary politics.

Laggala Electorate is much more difficult than
Mahiyanganaya from the point of view of geography and
terrain. It could be described as an inaccessible electorate
with all the natural obstacles like jala durga, giri durga
and vana durga. All these three obstacles were there at
Laggala. - [Interruption.] Yes, it was one of the most
backward, undeveloped electorates in the Island. | have
visited the place on a number of occasions and even at the
1970 General Election, we went from the University to
help Monty to win the electorate. Such difficulties, as we
all know, interfere with both electoral and political
activities for a young Member of Parliament but Monty,
with remarkable ability and agility, came to terms with
such conditions and established himself as the champion
of the down-trodden peasantry of Laggala. He was the
champion of the down-trodden peasantry of Laggala. He
was the champion of the impoverished peasantry of the
Kandyan hills. We know that in Sri Lanka, the formation
of public policy to a great extent is influenced by
constituency-politics and constituency-needs.  Monty
Gopallawa as a very young Member of Parliament
understood this fact and acted accordingly.  The
celebrated and famous English writer Edmund Burke, for
instance, saw the representative as the representative of
interest and Monty was truly a representative of
constituency interest. He had an intimate knowledge of
his own constituency and this was the ideal role of the
legislator which unfortunately had been demolished by the
introduction of the Proportional Representation system.
Monty was a great politician of that sort. Monty, as an
elected Representative of a backward rural constituency,
falls into this particular mould and he, throughout his
parliamentary career, tried to articulate the constituency
interests with a view to taking public policy decisions to
satisfy their needs because he represented one of the
backward electorates in the country. Therefore, he was
articulating the need to formulate public policy on the
basis of the constituency interests and constituency needs.

The Hon. Monty Gopallawa in this form, became the
constituency grievance man of Laggala. Whenever he met
a Minister or a Deputy Minister, the first thing he did was
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to request some kind of assistance for Laggala so that
Laggala’s social and economic status could be developed.
He became the champion of the oppressed and the
neglected peasantry of Laggala. In the politics of Sri
Lanka, Venerable Sir, there is a close relationship between
the interests of the Representative and the promotion of
constituency interests. Monty, in the course of his
illustrious career as a Member of Parliament, was
engaged in the promotion of constituency interests. Under
the single-member constituency system, a Member of
Parliament could successfully articulate the interests of the
constituency, which the Hon. Gopallawa did with
excellent form and ability. Monty was such a
Representative who always looked at issues from the
angle of his constituency, from the angle of his voters.
He held several positions as a Minister. We were
Colleagues together. He was Deputy Minister of Labour
and Vocational Training, Deputy Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs and Plantation Industries,
Deputy Minister of Buddha Sasana, Cultural and
Religious Affairs and a Cabinet Minister in charge of
cultural affairs.  Whatever the office he undertook,
whatever the office to which he was appointed, he was
able to shine in it as a capable and committed worker.

His role as the Governor of the Central Province was
a unique one. He became a very popular Governor of the
Central Province. He was very popular in this office to
which he gave a meaningful role. In the provincial
council set-up, the Governor has a role, but it needs to be
properly expressed; it needs to be given a proper,
meaningful expression, which the Hon. Monty Gopallawa
did with ability and responsibility.

His untimely death - he died after a brief illness - was
a great loss to the people of this country because he was
an outstanding politician. He was an honest politician. As
my learned, good Friend, the Hon. Lakshman Kiriella
said, he never made money. He made use of his wealth to
develop his own electorate. He was an honest politician.
He was a rare person. He served the country, primarily
the peasantry of the Kandyan hills. With his death, we
lost a very dear Friend, a Friend who was a famous son of
an equally famous father.

His wife is a Kobbekaduwa, whose father was the late
Hon. Hector Kobbekaduwa, yet another famous,
illustrious politician of this country who nearly became
the President of this country. Monty’s daughter Shanika
and son Mahen have lost an excellent and loving father.
This country lost an outstanding politician of a rare
calibre. | have lost one of my dear Friends with whom |
kept a friendship for more than 45 years, from my
undergraduate days. Good Bye Monty! May he attain
Nibbana!

Thank you.

[g.0. 11.37]

®©35; 68 WS EINB2 DY)

(oreryfl@ rall &@mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Venerable Sir, for giving me this
opportunity to speak on the Vote of Condolence of a
Friend with whom | started my political career during the
DUNF days.

The late Hon. Monty Gopallawa was a politician
whom we all looked up to. His unassuming role and
modesty ensured that he got more friends than enemies.
Monty first represented Laggala in Parliament in 1970
and thereafter, he served the people irrespective of
whether he was in Parliament or not. He was a product of
St. Thomas’ Mount Lavinia and that spoke for the
gentleman he was. He graduated from one of the finest
universities in Asia, the Peradeniya University and his
ability was proven from there onwards.

I came to know Monty at the time the DUNF was
brought into existence. My Colleague Lakshman who is
here and 1, associated with him at that time owing to the
political culture that was prevailing in this country. We
never knew that he was a son of a former Governor
General because he acted in a very modest way. It is only
when we got together and spoke about the calibre of
people who need to represent the masses that we came to
know the calibre of person he was.

Venerable Sir, as you know, my political guru, the
Hon. Lalith Athulath Mudali and the Hon. Gamini
Dissanayake formed the DUNF under trying
circumstances. At the time it was brought into being, the
Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne, the late Hon. Lalith
Athulath Mudali, the late Hon. Gamini Dissanayake, the
late Hon. Monty Gopallawa, the Hon. Kalugalla and all
of us gave a lot of emphasis and force to the DUNF.
Thereafter, with the untimely death of the Hon. Lalith
Athulath Mudali and the Hon. Gamini Dissanayake, there
was a necessity to realign and work along with a political
force to bring about a cultural change. The Hon. (Mrs.)
Srimani Athulath Mudali, who led the Lalith Front and
had our support, the Hon. Monty Gopallawa, the Hon.
Kalugalla and all of us came to Parliament in 1994. From
there onwards, it was in a political society that had been
degregading by the day that we were trying to see how
we could swim against the tide and at times Monty used
to come and ask in Parliament, “Are we not ashamed to
represent ourselves in Parliament owing to the absolute
low-grade activities that are taking place?”

We were trying to upgrade the political culture and he
was a tower of strength at that moment. Thereafter, in his
pursuit to do so, he became a Deputy Minister, graduated
himself to a Minister and then ended up as a Governor.
But at all times, his aim was to ensure that he represented
the people, not to fulfil his personal interests. His
intention like ours, was to serve and did not expect to be
served. Even the ministerial office he held was used not
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to harm anybody, but to serve everybody. So, | think he
was a wonderful personality who needs to be emulated. |
think in this society where political degradation is taking
place, we must ensure that we change that culture and
bring back the situation we had in the good old days,
which we admire. So, | guess at a time when the country
is at the crossroads, we must ensure that such people and
that type of service are looked at and emulated by the
future generation.

Venerable Sir, all I could say is that we have lost a
Friend and a Colleague in Parliament. | request that these
sentiments be conveyed to his family.

May he attain Nibbana!

Venerable Sir, | want to digress at this particular
moment - | spoke to the Hon. Speaker just before he left -
and refer to an issue that was raised yesterday. As you
know, we, as Parliamentarians have certain Privileges in
this House. But misusing those Privileges to defame
certain media institutions is appalling and | guess what
happened yesterday was such a thing. The Members of
Parliament have certain Privileges and misusing those
only puts us into a worse situation. Yesterday, the Hon.
(Dr.) Mervyn Silva’s behaviour eroded the dignity of
Parliament. His behaviour has become notorious and just
because of his behaviour, the rest of the 224 Members
should not be put into jeopardy. He stated in Parliament
yesterday that the MTV referred to his character saying
that he had gone to the Canadian Embassy, brandished
his pistol and tried to enter, a thing that was never
reported by the MTV. We read this in the newspapers,
but it was not reported in any other media. He also stated
that the MTV reported that he had threatened the
Magistrate. Once again, that is incorrect.

So, all we want to say is that using such Privileges to
defame media institutions should stop. Otherwise, it
reflects badly on the society and the way we act. If such
media institutions, whether it is MTV - the very
institution to which the Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma gave
an award for its neutrality and impartiality in reporting -
or any other private media institution, are taken to task by
this very Assembly, then what would be our future?

As there was no time to respond in the morning, |
asked the Hon. Speaker to allow me to raise this matter.
Just because of one person’s unbecoming act, please do
not let the rest of the 224 Members suffer. Correct
yourself; turn the searchlights inwards. Otherwise, the
State media would make use of this and try to tarnish the
image of certain media institutions. So, all we say is,
please ensure that the Privileges are not misused just
because we have them. Turn the searchlights inwards
instead of defaming media institutions, especially when
Ministers like the Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma have given
awards for impartiality of such stations. | thought I
would mention this. Otherwise, this type of culture would
go on and have a very bad impact on us in the future.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)

I rise to a point of Order, Venerable Sir. Today, we
are in the process of discussing the Vote of Condolence
on the demise of the Hon. Monty Gopallawa. If the Hon.
Ravi Karunanayake wanted to raise an issue about
another Member’s behaviour, this is not the time to do it.
There is a lot of substance in what the Hon.
Karunanayake said.  Also there would not have been
substance. That is a different matter.

The Hon. (Dr.) Mervyn Silva is not here and it would
have been very pertinent if this was raised when he was
here. When we are discussing the VVote of Condolence of
the Hon. Monty Gopallawa, it is an insult to him to raise
it. | am only urging you, Venerable Sir, to see that
anything that is not in accordance with the Standing
Orders uttered by the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake is
expunged from Hansard for the simple reason that the
Hon. Minister he referred to is not present in the House.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Venerable Sir, | very clearly spoke on the Vote of
Condolence of my good Friend Monty and | excused
myself and referred to the other matter. That was the time
I could take it up and | spoke to the Hon. Speaker. So, it
was not misusing the opportunity. Though the relevant
Minister is not here, there have been many instances —

®5 @y Bedcss dvmo
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(The Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne)

With respect to you, Hon. Karunanayake - whether |
am on this side or that side is immaterial - it is the
decorum of the House. - [Interruption.] 1 am still with
you. What | am trying to say is, if you had asked for
permission from the Hon. Speaker, you should have made
a statement in the morning without using this
opportunity. While speeches on the Vote of Condolence
are being made, we must not drag these things, which are
not relevant to what we are discussing. So, Venerable
Sir, | beg you, please expunge it from HANSARD. With
respect to the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, he can get
permission from the Hon. Speaker and make a statement
in the House.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena-Minister of Urban
Development and Sacred Area Development)
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Take it as a challenge and try to do something. This
is the only Government factory in my district as far as
industries are concerned. It was established in 1952 by
the late Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam. No renovation or
updating has taken place since then. It is the same
machinery that was installed in 1952 which is still in use.
There were 2000 employees working at the factory but
now it is about 300 to 325. | have been discussing this
matter with you, Hon. Minister. Find some markets for
our own products instead of importing large amounts of
paper from other countries; do something. Please look
into the welfare of the employees. They have worked
there for 25 to 30 years. They have a fear that when this
happens one day they may not get compensation. A
number of employees have got compensation and have
left the factory. So you have to do something beneficial
to them. You close down the factory and let some
private firm or a BOI project employ these people
before retirement. Then you can give them compensation
and they will be quite happy.

There is a potential for paper production in our
country. We have enough straw in our area because our
main livelihood is paddy cultivation. Therefore, Hon.
Minister, kindly give more emphasis on this matter and
try to help the employees. We also like to have at least
one factory in our district. If not, it would be a
discrimination against us. That, | have to say. | have
visited the Valaichchenai paper factory a number of
times; even after the election | went there. What the
employees say is that it is the same old machinery that is
still in use and there are leaks in them which they have
covered with plastic materials. | was highly worried
about this situation.  Hon. Minister, you are a very
efficient Minister. | know that very well. Please do
something on this matter.

| thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, for giving me five
minutes' time to speak on this matter.
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have made an offer to the private sector to take it over, but
the only thing is that they are not prepared to take it over
because of the workers. There are 347 workers working
there. So, when they see that 347 workers are idling, they do
not want to take that burden.
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And it being past 1.00 p.m., MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.
Adjourned accordingly at 1.10 p.m. until 9.30 a.m.
on Tuesday,09th October, 2007.
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