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asked the Minister of Education :

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House the reason for the
transfer given to Mrs. M. G. Somawathie, a
graduate assistant teacher, from the Ambewela
School in the Nuwara Eliya Educational Division
to N/Blackful Dharmapala School w.e.f.
01.09.2006?

Will he admit that,—

(i) she has lost her quarters and now she is
rendered homeless with her three children
due to this transfer;

she, who has served for a period of about 14
years with spells of difficult service in
difficult schools from 1993 upto now, has
made a request for a ftransfer to the
Kandy District where she resides
permanently from 2007?

(i)

(c) Will he take action to transfer Mrs. M. G.

Somawathie to a school in Kandy or Katugastota
zone in the District of Kandy where she resides

permanently?
(e) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)
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(The Hon. Anura Dissanayake)
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(@) BrGmed, arair?

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal

Administration and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order, :

(@ Will he inform this House for the last 10 years on per
year basis, the amount of money earned through
taxes, duties, excise duties, etc. from liquor beer,
cigarttes and beedi from imported items and local
productions separately ?

(b) Will he state on per year basis for the last 10 years the
quantity manufactured or imported against the
revenue ?

(c) Ifnot, why?

05 0868 yrusltyceE Pum

(oreryflg Gewrme QuiaTThgiLsTGar)

(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)

OO DOIBNSDROB, 89O, WBBIHC BBLEH
@@ wY s PIBB®, ONBD POWBD, BBe ©o
000w 88a¢ Beowles ¢g@imsn® edmeds’ OO ydmed &
88T @¢mn. dw e BEOH. dFem® Beadrest vewsy
8cH.

() odBw Ofest Bdwemran ww 8O aope Bdses dg vo
Bodd Smen® ww 80 gog Ag ¢ sum ed.

090 g 1
odBwn Odust Bdsiemas sw 30 gog HEsgm g
@02 00I® Fasd
Belesa¢zcs Belesa¢zncs Belesa¢zcs
(®®» ¢ (0@ ¢ (6®®» &g
@0 805  wpw® a0 BOS @ews® 0 3OS  an¢as®
1000) (% ¢@ 1000) . ¢ 1000) 0. ¢@
Oeso cas) cas) cas)
1997 26,231 4,904 698 164 26,687 267
1998 29,068 5,432 931 218 39,785 456
1999 29,455 4,756 865 203 41,925 769
2000 26,488 5,141 890 216 41,999 796
2001 25,703 5,111 1,073 265 40,540 785
2002 27,128 7,534 1,300 476 42,801 824
2003 30,263 9,342 1,764 727 47,886 951
2004 32,550 11,486 2,035 960 48,395 1,402
2005 36,181 13,374 2,276 1,126 51,549 1,821
2006 42,256 16,987 2,684 1,425 46,824 2,108

gew : § Com o ecedned®sind

O gz 2
od@n Bodd Bnen® ew 8O gog g (G @ cs)

Beeoogzn 080,90 @omem &Hfm s Ompme  6@is 8o

224 g Do @oWem 9 0D GO  POWED  G¢ad®

deso 2 e @n d¢ e

1997 14,139 818 188 15,145
1998 15,051 193 269 1,775 17,288
1999 17,205 3 377 2,639 20,224
2000 19,268 6 440 2,880 22,594
2001 19,474 3 523 2,987 22,987
2002 20,546 294 3,798 24,638
2003 20,036 4,981 25,017
2004 23,435 4,302 27,737
2005 26,653 4,949 67 31,669
2006 30,024 5,578 295 35,897
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0 g 3
B0dd Bxer® ww 30 goe g
Deso fggif i@@@ G@remas %?;ﬁ%c;iﬂ
1977 5,063 15,145
1998 5,200 17,288
1999 4,960 20,224
2000 4,673 22,594
2001 4,407 23,987
2002 4,407 24,638
2003 4,634 25,017
2004 4,859 27,737
2005 4,935 31,669
2006 4,768 35,897

(@) o1 e»E.

Gew ! §eC ¥ B 008D FOIHBIRGE.

0350w® ¢ 8 ¢@ cis
O8eas I &, 0. @ P22 ¢ o230 eeB@wr  ewdl e @@ OnBO Belenezn Do e 9Oz Dwnd
OTz0m@ @) D¢/ e e emgse
I BDE OB 63:08Q02)
®@» ¢ ¢
1997 2,901,712 29152 58.1 0.0 33.1 5.7 7.6 16.6 0.0 121.1
1998 2,779,358 3,205.6 23.2 0.0 8.4 2.1 3.2 5.4 0.0 423
1999 4,023,754 3,631.3 90.6 0.0 33.8 8.7 26.6 43.9 0.0 203.7
2000 5,751,390 3,808.0 172.8 0.0 64.4 15.4 75.5 16.8 3.5 348.3
2001 4,546,499 4,678.9 153.4 0.0 55.8 8.5 433 10.3 4.7 276.0
2002 3,114,211 3,720.3 75.3 0.0 40.3 4.9 17.6 2.1 19.9 160.1
2003 3,504,944 4,345.7 64.6 0.0 30.3 4.5 0.0 1.2 3.9 104.5
2004 3,146,579 4,109.3 21.7 0.0 9.9 2.1 0.0 0.1 3.7 37.5
2005 3,167,872 4,962.5 18.4 0.0 10.1 1.7 0.2 0.3 3.5 343
2006 2,541,528 3,525.2 61.5 5.9 40.8 14.2 1.2 245 3.7 151.9
-gcw : § Como 08D
t@emg P gowsy sy 8O qoe Ag
2320W® G 8 ¢@ cie
O8ecs IO & 0. @ G2 g o300 weB@ s  ewd Ale @@ OwBO Delengzn Do e 9Oz Ownd
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@» ¢ e
1997 1,103,807 63.0 24.8 0.0 10.2 2.5 2.5 0.0 0.0 40.0
1998 1,113,225 65.4 21.6 0.0 6.0 23 2.1 0.6 0.0 32,6
1999 732,285 49.0 10.9 0.0 42 1.1 2.3 2.7 0.0 21.2
2000 601,583 44.7 9.6 0.0 3.6 0.9 3.2 23 0.3 19.9
2001 494,146 43.2 12.8 0.0 4.1 0.9 3.9 2.6 0.3 24.6
2002 635,652 61.2 16.3 0.0 6.0 1.1 2.1 0.5 0.5 26.5
2003 1,002,358 53.8 21.0 0.0 10.0 1.6 0.0 0.0 0.5 33.0
2004 488,302 52.1 23.4 0.0 10.5 2.1 0.0 0.0 0.6 36.7
2005 451,508 44.1 26.1 0.0 13.5 2.4 0.1 0.1 1.0 433
2006 612,305 53.1 31.0 2.7 18.7 3.9 0.3 0.0 1.3 57.9
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asked the Minister of Trade, Marketing Development, Co-
operatives and Consumer Services :
(@) will he inform this House for the last 05 years
separately,-

(i) the total quantity of imported or locally pro-
duced commodities such as rice, sugar, wheat,
dhal, milk powder, onion and chilli, and,

(ii) the Duty, VAT, Excise duty imposed on the

above items on per year basis;

(iii) the total revenue earned as per (i) above, for
each year?

(b) If not, why?
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(@) @erGmev, eyeir?
asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal
Administration, and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public
Security, Law and Order,:

(@) Will he inform this House,—

(i) the inflation rate for the last 10 years to-date;
and,

(if) the inflation rate for the last 2 years on per
month basis;

(iii) the interest rates, Treasury Bill rates and
Repo rates for the corresponding years as
above?

(b) If not, why?
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1997 9.6 10.7
1998 9.4 3.7
1999 4.7 4.0
2000 6.2 10.8
2001 14.2 10.8
2002 9.6 11.3
2003 6.3 5.0
2004 7.6 13.8
2005 11.6 8.0
2006 13.7 19.3
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1997 11.00 9.97 10.09 10.21
1998 11.25 12.01 12.34 12.59
1999 9.25 11.79 12.29 12.77
2000 17.00 17.77 17.90 18.22
2001 12.00 12.92 13.27 13.74
2002 9.75 9.92 9.89 9.91
2003 7.00 7.35 7.30 7.24
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(oreryLfl@ oy, FLoLIBHSET)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Mr. Speaker, | wish to thank you and the House for
granting me leave to move this Adjournment Motion, and
discuss the following matter of urgent public importance
pertaining to the North-East.
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Sir, before | read the Motion, may | have your
indulgence to mention this? It was agreed at the Party
Leaders’ Meeting that we will not have the luncheon
interval today.

DOINBDR s

(FUTBTWST S6uTH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

®O 0 BERde 00x5I5.
»0Q.

»8, ¢ BRwO a8 »Ogn

@0 8. w@uxiest Owmo
(omessTLLOl @ Sy FLDLIGHSB6T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Thank you, Sir. 1 will now, Sir, read the Motion |
have placed before the House.

| move that,

"(a) The flagrant violation of Human Rights, in the form of
extrajudicial Killings, enforced disappearances and other
inhuman and unlawful actions continuously perpetrated against
the unarmed Tamil civilian population, particularly in the
North-East, and also in some other parts of the country, with a
sense of total impunity on the part of such perpetrators, and the
persistent failure on the part of the Government to take
meaningful, adequate, positive and tangible action, so as to
prevent or deter such regular and continuing violations, other
than some face-saving measures in regard to certain identified
past violations, which results in Tamil civilians particularly in
the North-East having to continuously suffer unbearable agony
in an environment of total insecurity, indignity and oppression.

(b)  The several actions of the Government both covert and overt to
dismantle the arrangements on which the peace process
pertaining to the North-East was structured particularly in
relation to the merged North-East and inclusive of the special
steps resorted to by Government to alienate State land and
provide housing to persons of the majority community, in parts
of the Eastern Province, which are racially discriminatory
against and particularly harmful to the Tamil-speaking people,
both Tamils and Muslims in the North-East, particularly in the
East at present, which steps would also cause adverse changes
in existing demographic compositions in such territories, and
also the steps contemplated by Government to effect territorial
changes in administrative structures by creating new units of
administration, in such territories, so as to strengthen majority
interests and emasculate minority interests, which would
permanently endanger the well-being of the Tamils and
Muslims in the North-East, the cumulative effect of which steps
taken by the Government, would be that instead of moving
towards resolution of the conflict, the conflict would be further
exacerbated and prolonged.

(c) the immense suffering endured by the several hundreds of
thousands of Tamil civilians who were displaced consequent to
the aerial bombardment and the firing of multibarrel rockets by
the Government armed forces into properties owned and
occupied by them for generations and centuries, the lack of a
cohesive programme acceptable to the displaced Tamil people
pertaining to their resettlement on the lands from which they
were evicted and the several aspects relating thereto, the lack of
transparency, and the lack of consultation, in regard to such
activitites carried out by the Government, and the need to
evolve and implement a comprehensive programme that would
restore lasting stability in the lives of these unfortunate Tamil
people, rather than pursue programmes dictated by narrow
political agendas which would only be to the permanent
detriment of these people and deny them the long standing
benefits to which they are legitimately entitled.
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Wherefore, it is urged:-

()  that the Government takes effective steps to terminate
the continuing flagrant violations of human rights of the
Tamil people particularly, in the North-East.

(1)  (a) that the Government takes appropriate action to
restore the merged North-East,

(b) that the Government desists from the special steps
taken to alienate State land to the majority
community in the North-East, so as to change the
demographic composition in such territories and
from creating new administrative units in any part of
the North-East so as to strengthen majority interests
and emasculate the interests of the Tamil speaking
people the Tamils and Muslims in the North-East.

(UD] that the displaced Tamil people be resettled on the lands
from which they were evicted as per a programme
prepared in consultation with the displaced Tamil people
and that they be adequately compensated for the losses
suffered by them and that they be provided with all other
essential facilities so as to enable them to recommence
life in a stable manner.

Sir, | want to make it perfectly clear before |
commence my submissions on the Debate of this
Adjournment Motion that any submissions that I will
make on the Floor of this House in the course of this
Debate is not directed against any community. | want to
make it clear that all communities in this country are
entitled to live in equality and that the maintenance of
goodwill among all communities is essential for
permanent peace in this country. Therefore, Sir, any
submissions | make on the Floor of this House is not
intended to offend the feelings of any one community. |
want to make that perfectly clear.

But, at the same time Sir, injustice cannot be permitted
to occur and in order to ensure that injustice does not
continue unchecked, it is necessary to raise relevant issues
with the Government and there can be no more effective
way of raising these issues with the Government than on
the Floor of this House. It has been said, Sir, that there is
a well-known Buddhist view on politics which enunciates
that the politicians' approach to governance should be
based solely on dharma or justice and righteousness.
And | shall endeavour in the course of my submissions
today, on the basis of hard facts to establish in this House
and to this country that many of the steps that have been
taken by the present Government in this country today,
particularly in the Eastern Province are not based on
dharma, are not based on justice and are not based on
righteousness  and therefore, it is our duty as
representatives democratically elected by the people of
the North-East to voice the sentiments of those people on
the Floor of this House.

| propose, Sir, in the course of my submissions to deal
primarily with the displacement of Tamil civilians in the
Eastern Province - over 300,000 Tamil civilians were
displaced in the Eastern Province during the course of the
military actions - the manner of such displacement, the
objective of such displacement, the consequences of
such displacement, the plight of the people today and
what is happening after such displacement and other
matters related thereto.
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His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapaksa happened
to visit Vakarai on the 3" of February 2007, just before
the Independence Day Celebrations on the 4" of February
and he said at Vakarai on that occasion, "What we have
done is to liberate the people from the terrorists. | am
here to thank the troops for their action without causing a
single casualty”. If the President believed that these
operations had been carried out without causing a single
casualty, |am afraid he was totally misinformed in regard
to that matter because in the course of my submissions in
this House today, | shall demonstrate to this House that
in the course of these operations carried out in the Eastern
Province during this period, over 300 innocent Tamil
civilians, men, women and children were killed. Apart

from immense devastation and destruction to their
houses, to their plantations, to their crops, to their
livestock, to their agricultural and personal vehicles, to

their farming equipment, to their fishing equipment, their
means of livelihood was totally destroyed and these
people today live in a state of penury and destitution.

DOB5NBDR B
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(Mr. Speaker)
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Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. RAMALINGAM
CHANDRASEKAR] took the Chair.

@0 8. ©®uxicsy Owmo

(orenrLfl@ oy, FLDLIBSET)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees. As
| said before, Sir, these operations that had been carried
out in the East and which have resulted in immense havoc
in the lives of the innocent Tamil civilians living in those
territories have been referred to by various Government
Spokesmen as the "Dawn of the East", or as the
"Awakening of the East" and so on and so forth. But, | am
inclined to the view, Sir, that what has taken place and
what is taking place and what will perhaps take place in
the future as per the indications that we have is that the
situation we are facing is the "Doom of the East".

I would further submit, Sir, and I will establish as I go
along that though the Government for propaganda
purposes through their media alleges that the Government
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is engaged in a massive policy of rehabilitation, of
resettling these people in an effective way and providing
them with the wherewithal to carry on with their lives, it
is my belief and it is also the observation of several
independent persons, which | shall place before this
House, that there is no such programme being
implemented in the East and that the Government is
really unconcerned with the plight of these people in the
East, there is hardly anything whatever being done for
them and that on the contrary the Government has its
own agenda in the East. The Government has declared a
high security zone in a part of the Mutur DS Division,
and the Government is engaged in certain diabolical steps
with the sole purpose, if | might say so, of converting the
majority Tamil-speaking Eastern Province into a majority
Sinhalese territory. | do not say this with any malice
against my Sinhalese brethren. Certainly not, but if peace
is to prevail in this country | do not think we can be
willing parties to the pursuit of any such policy and my
fear is that what the Government had been engaged in,
in the past several months in the Eastern Province has
created amongst those young people in the Eastern
Province, the boys and girls and the children, many
future insurgents who have seen for themselves, the way
the Government has dealt with them and they must be
bearing these memories in mind and will some day think
that the armed struggle must continue rather than end.
This is most unfortunate and | think, Sir, this is a matter
that 1 am most concerned about and why | think, Sir,
there was a need for this Motion to be brought in this
House and for these matters to be debated in this House
and for the Government to be made aware of the
catastrophic steps that the Government is engaged in, in
regard to the Eastern Province.

| propose, Sir, in the course of my submissions today,
rather than speaking on the bases of material which |
have been able to collect and gather in regard to the
goings-on in the Eastern Province, particularly in regard
to the displaced people, to place before this House the
reports of, for instance the University Teachers for
Human Rights, a much-respected independent human
rights organization which frequently strongly criticizes
the LTTE for their misdeeds very boldly and very
frankly. 1 also propose to place before the House certain
observations made by independent media personnel, all
Sinhalese people, all Sinhalese friends of ours who have
gone to the Eastern Province and who have seen for
themselves, they have talked to the people, the Tamil
people and the Muslim people in the Eastern Province
and who have consequently written in regard to the
observations they have made and in regard to the
information they have gathered by talking to these
people.

Before | quote, Sir, from the Report of the University
Teachers for Human Rights, | think, it will be interesting
to place on record the observations made by Dr. Rajiva
Wijesinha, the present Head of the Government Peace
Secretariat in regard to the comments that he made when
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he referred to some Western Human Rights Groups. In
the course of that comment that he made in regard to
Western Human Rights Groups he also referred to the
University Teachers for Human Rights and this is what he
said. He said that some Western Human Rights Groups as
opposed to the Sri Lanka's University Teachers for
Human Rights "for which he had the highest regard" were
acting in concert with the UNP and the LTTE. So he said
that while he had the highest regard for the University
Teachers for Human Rights certain Western Human
Rights Groups were acting in collusion with the UNP and
the LTTE.

Now, Sir, | want to refer to the Report of the
University Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna). | refer to
Special Report No. 26 released on the 3rd of August 2007
under the heading, "Can the East be won through Human
Culling?". In the course of this Report these honourable
gentlemen have not only referred to the operations carried
out in the Eastern Province but to what happened to the
people when these operations were carried out, what their
present plight is and what the future holds for them. It is
a very comprehensive analysis of the situation in the
Eastern Province and | think this House would greatly
benefit from what these honourable gentlemen have had
to say.

In page 3 of their Report they have said, | quote:

"Once more security is being equated with capturing areas and
bringing them under Sinhalese hegemonic dominion. Against such
delusions, the Government's much vaunted winning of the East is going
to be temporary, the Tamils and Muslims are going to feel further
insecure and in turn Sinhalese living in the East would further be turned
into unwilling pawns in a devastating ideological game."

Sir, in another paragraph on the same page, | refer to
what they have said. | quote:

“While we draw attention to historical precedents in demographic
fiddling and uprooting of Tamil villages in the North-East as part of the
Sinhalese hegemonic project, we reiterate that its renewal runs contrary
to the wishes of the Sinhalese people”.

So | do not think the majority of the Sinhala people in
this country want anything diabolical to be done to the
Tamil and Muslim people in the Eastern Province which
will only exacerbate and prolong this conflict.

I quote further:

“Credible revelations of a pre-election deal between the President’s
men and the LTTE to disadvantage the UNP candidate, throw doubts on
whether the President was elected. The party of extremist Buddhist
monks (JHU) and presidential ally, currently wielding key influence in
driving government policy in the North-East, was never by far elected as
the representatives of the Sinhalese people.”

Going on further, Sir, on page 4 of their report, | would
like to read to you some further paragraphs. | quote:

“The East is now under a total militarisation of the civil
administration, by a military enjoying a 23-year-history of absolute
impunity, killing thousands of Tamil civilians without anyone being
punished. There are no democratic structures where the civilians have a
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credible voice, such as a political settlement with meaningful devolution
would have provided. State-affiliated killer groups run loose picking out
targets among Tamils with leadership qualities. These precedents
forebode ill for democracy in Sri Lanka.”

In another paragraph in the same page, the UTHR
states, | quote:

“In the minds of the advocates of the Sinhalese hegemonic project,
depopulation of Tamil villages in the Trincomalee District has been a
long-term objective. One by one Tamils have lost areas where they were
secure.”

Going on further, Sir, in another paragraph on the same
page, it states, | quote:

“The immediate task is to rehabilitate the displaced and provide them
with protection against killers and abductors enjoying close collusion
with the security forces. Only unobstructed international participation
on the ground by international organizations such as UNHCR and
international NGOs could ensure that humanitarian work is conducted
based on principles of equity, non-discrimination and conflict
sensitivity.”

Going on, Sir, on page 5, | would read another
paragraph which | think is very relevant. | quote:

“It is no accident that the first step in the policy of creating
exclusive Sinhalese zones in the North-East coincided with the
unleashing of the July 1983 violence. That too was when the District
Development Councils advanced as a political settlement in 1981 were
shown to be mockery. For President Rajapaksa to offer these as the
SLFP’s position today is an insult to the country, which knows better.
He has further signalled the Government’s intention to give new life to
policies and practices that have advanced Sinhalisation and sought to
cripple the minorities.”

They also refer to some statements made by this
Gentleman, the Government Defence Spokesman, the
Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella. It states, | quote:

“Government Defence Spokesman Keheliya Rambukwella speaking
to BBC Sinhala further confirmed that the civilians of Sampoor and
Mutur East would lose their lands and justified the acquisition as an
economic zone for development similar to the Mahaweli project (1960s
to 1980s) for which the people lost their ‘properties and ancestral lands.’
This was the same pretext used in the Welioya precedent that was billed
Mahaweli System L. These were unusual projects for the manner in
which the land was acquired. In the recent case the people driven out of
their homes were shelled on the run from April to December 2006, all
the way from Sampoor to Batticaloa.”

The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella has repeated the
same position in a statement he made to the "Hindustan
Times" on 19" June, 2007. He has stated rather
ostentatiously, | quote:

“ the civilian refugees from this area (Mutur East) would not be
allowed to go back to their homes and lands, 'both for their own security
and the security of vital establishments to come up there'."

Going on further, Sir, they refer to Welioya in the
course of this statement in another paragraph and they
say, | quote:

“The first exclusive Sinhalese zone, Weli Oya (Manal Aru).....”
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That was the traditional, historical name which still
remains on many maps of Sri Lanka. It further states, |
quote:

C was carved out North of Trincomalee in the South of
Mullaitivu District in October 1984 after driving out Tamils from Kent
and Dollar Farms and moving in selected Sinhalese prisoners from
Anuradhapura prison, 62 of whom were massacred by the LTTE on 30™
November, 1984.

Now, Sir, before | proceed further, 1 must state that
this statement made by the Defence Spokesman, the Hon.
Keheliya Rambukwella comparing the people in Mutur
East and Sampur being driven out of their homes with the
Mahaweli Project is indicative of, if | might say so with
great respect, intellectual bankruptcy. The Mahaweli, a
major river was being diverted for irrigation purposes in
order to feed tens of thousands of acres of paddy fields
which would have benefited the people and the country. If
there were some impediments in the passage of the flow of
that water including human settlements, new settlements
were created; people were shifted; people were given all
the facilities and people were settled and subsequently the
project was implemented.

Here, for the purposes of flushing the LTTE out of
Mutur East and Sampur and in the words of the
Government, "in order to liberate the people from the
clutches of the LTTE", the Government engages in certain
military action where they have aerial bombardment and
the use of multibarrel rockets; people flee to save
themselves from this fierce military attack, and the
Government which wants to see people freed from the
LTTE, which the Government says was the objective in
carrying out this operation while the Government
Spokesman says, “We will not allow those people to go
back because we are going to start major economic
development programmes in that area”. How ridiculous
this comparison between what happened in the Mahaweli
and what happened in Mutur can be gauged from the
circumstances relevant to each one of these cases? | am
extremely sorry that this Gentleman, the Hon. Keheliya
Rambukwella was not able to see that difference.

Going on further, Sir,
UTHR says, | quote:

Page 6 of their report, the

“Any notion that the sovereignty of a state must be preserved
through massacring and chasing minorities from their homes to create
Special Zones is to deny them their birthright to their environment and
render them aliens who must seek their own protection. Such an attitude
is necessarily founded on violence and invites spiralling violence.”

In another paragraph of the same page, this is what the
UTHR says, | quote:

“The way Mutur, East was emptied was so abominable that one must
conclude that the eviction of the populace by bombing and shelling was
deliberate.”
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They go on to say, Sir, | quote:

"Testimonies we received from civilians confirmed that in general,
the LTTE did not fire at the Army from among the civilians until the
last stages in December, 2006."

Sir, you will see that this is what the UTHR says.
Persons who normally criticize the LTTE and whom the
Government hails as being persons who expose the truth
in regard to the LTTE is clearly shown in the statement
made by the Head of the Peace Secretariat, Prof. Rajiva
Wijesinha.

Sir, Page 7 of that Report they say, | quote:

“Faced with massive bombing and shelling in Mutur East in early
August, 2006, the civilians were forced to move from one village that
was hit to another that seemed safer. Thus many people who fled
Sampoor, which was shelled first in April, fled to Illankaithurai
Muhattuvaram. When Muhattuvaram came under missile attack in
August, the displaced scattered again to wherever seemed safer, to
Verugal, Kathiraveli and Vakarai before ending up in refugee camps in
the Batticaloa District in December 2006. At every one of these places,
they were bombed, shelled or both......."

The point is that the Government did not want them to get back as
subsequent events show."

The Government did not want these people to go
back, is the view of the UTHR. That view is confirmed
by the statement of Minister Keheliya Rambukwella
sometime later that the Government will not allow them
to go back and that they are going to create special
economic zones in those areas for whose benefit, we do
not know but we can guess for whose benefit that will
be.

In another paragraph of the UTHR report, it is stated,
| quote:

“The events in Mutur East could be a violation of International
Humanitarian Law. It would call for an independent and international
commission to investigate such violations. In other countries, UN
Human Rights Field Operations are tasked with such investigations, and
clearly there is again a need for such an international monitoring and
investigative presence.”

Now there is another paragraph which is so sad to
read. This is something | heard about which | never
believed but it is confirmed by the UTHR in their Report.
It states, | quote:

“Violence, coercion and intimidation from the State were constant
companions of the refugees from the time they reached government-
controlled area, were photographed and processed by the security forces
and taken to IDP camps. In the case of those forcibly moved to
Trincomalee, often ordered to get into buses without notice, they were
beaten by the security forces, parted from children who were at school,
and told that if they remained their huts would be bombed or if caught
on the road in Batticaloa with a Trincomalee ID, they face an uncertain
future.”

This is how, Sir, refugees who had been driven out
from their homes went to Batticaloa as refugees and were
in various refugee camps for internally displaced people,
were compelled or forced to return to Trincomalee.
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Another very interesting, very revealing, part is on
page 17 of their Report. It states, | quote:

“The GA Trincomalee has ordered all Muslims displaced around
Kinniya and Mutur since 1990 to be resettled in their villages. 200
Muslim families displaced from Arafanagar, which lies in the new HSZ
between Kattaiparichchan and Sampoor are being resettled.”

Meanwhile Tamils are not being resettled.

It further states, | quote:

“Fostering Tamil-Muslim Enmity has been a constant strategy of
the security establishment since 1985.

Another element in the engineering is, the GA Trinco absolutely
forbids any humanitarian agency from providing support to IDPs whom
he does not recognize as IDPs. All such cases we learn are Tamils who
have a history of violent displacement going back to 1985. There are a
number of scattered cases of Tamil IDPs (e.g. 50 families in
Thampalakamam) who do not get any assistance. Humanitarian
agencies were not treated in this manner by former GAs from the civil
service.”

In this Report they go on to say, Sir, | quote:

“From the time security forces captured Sampoor, they have looted
the place, levelled houses and started building roads through paddy
fields according to reports we have received as though it were no
concern of the civilians and without any formal procedure. That such
practices are a crime against humanity, if they are aware of it, is
regarded a minor inconvenience.”

You can imagine, Sir, the extent to which these people
have had to suffer. They have posed this question, Sir, in
the course of this Report.

I quote further:

“A fundamental question arises, if a person by being a Tamil is a
threat to the Sri Lankan State, what alternative arrangement is there for
the Tamils?”

If Tamils can be driven out of their ancestral homes in
this way because they are Tamils and because they are
perceived as being a threat to the Sri Lankan State, what
alternative arrangement is there for Tamils? -
[Interruption.]

@G O5IGOSews
(orenryLil@g o mitifesi sppeur)
(An Hon. Member)

Tamil terrorists!

©0 O3, § waztme Bwmn

(omessryLll@ etedt. Lof® STHST)
(The Hon. N. Sri Kantha)

Then, what are you? - [Interruption.]

O 8. ©dsxiesT Ovmo

(orerLil@ 9. FLoLIbE6T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

No, please. | do not want to waste my time.
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@0 957, § Wi Swmn

(oreryLil@ stedr. Lof® STHST)
(The Hon. N. Sri Kantha)

Sorry, Sir.

@ 8. ©®uxsicst ®wm

(orevryLll@ 9T, FoLIBEET)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Hon. Members should realize that these 300,000
people who were displaced and who fled in the course of
the aerial bombardment and multibarrel rocket fire were
not terrorists. They were Tamil civilians, men, women
and children. 1 do not think Lord Buddha would have
wanted them to be treated in this way and the Dhamma
that the Lord Buddha practised would not have wanted
them to be treated in this way. What I have been referring
to is the way in which this 300,000 Tamil civilians, men,
women and children have been treated.

I quote from page 28 of the Report:

“We examine the status of the Mutur East/ Sampoor displaced more
closely. The Government’s position of the people of Sampoor and
Mutur-East has been confusingly ambivalent. The President said on 4™
September, 2006 that they recaptured Sampoor ‘purely for the benefit of
the people.” Speaking to the Daily Mirror (5" September 2006), the
Military Spokesman, Brigadier Prasad Samaraginghe categorically
stated that ‘the threat posed by the LTTE to the Trincomalee harbour
and the adjoining naval base was no more following the successful
operation involving the three forces.”’He added that once the area was
cleared the civilians could resettle in the next few days.”

That is what Brigadier Samarasinghe said. That is
what President, Mahinda Rajapaksa said.

Going on further Sir, | quote:

“Two things follow from what we have pointed out earlier and what
the Military Spokesman confirmed. There is no imperative military or
security reason why the displaced civilians should be denied the homes
and they were ‘compelled to leave their own territory’ by being shelled
all the way to Batticaloa.”

Therefore, Sir, the point | want to raise is, if as they
say they have captured Sampur and Mutur East and it is
under the Government control and the Army has moved in
there, the LTTE and their artillery cannot go back to
Sampur and Mutur. The area is how under the control of
the armed forces. Why are these poor Tamil civilians
who had lived there for generations and centuries being
prevented from going back? They have cleared the
landmines in Vakarai, Kathiraveli and within two or three
months, the people have been resettled. Here you say,
"Landmines have still not been cleared". Why not? We
do not know.

I might mention to you, Sir, that there was some
action taken by these people from these areas. 1 first refer
to a letter dated 18" July, 2007 and | am tabling* only the

first page of that letter.

* 2O gOemed 8g DT g .
2_swguflssfipslullsh Srii Gereng.
Produced at end of speech.
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It is a long letter with a number of signatures
addressed to Major General Parakrama Pannipitiya,
Competent Authority, Mutur East, Sampur, where these
people wanted to get back and resettle and on which they
wanted his assistance. This letter was sent; there was a
reminder sent, but there has been no response from Major
General Parakrama Pannipitiya to this letter. | would
request, Sir, that you direct that this letter, which | tabled,
be included in Hansard at the end of my speech. You
might kindly make an order to that effect.

I will then refer, Sir, to a case where three persons
went to the Supreme Court and filed Fundamental Rights
Applications to resettle on these lands. Unfortunately, we
were not given leave to proceed. But in the course of that
hearing, which was a matter taken up before the Hon.
Chief Justice and two other Judges of the Supreme Court,
this is what has been recorded in the journal entry. |
quote, Sir :

“The application relates to the order made by His Excellency the
President in Government Gazette marked P7.”

That is the Government Gazette declaring Sampur and
Mutur East area a High Security Zone. The matter has
been dealt with in Supreme Court Fundamental Rights
Application No. 218/2007. It further states, | quote:

“ Deputy Solicitor General submits that steps are being taken for the
resettlement of affected persons with due compliance of the
internationally operative best practices for such process. Hence the
Attorney at Law for the Petitioners or any person who is interested in the
rights of such persons may make representations to the Deputy Solicitor
General who would ensure that the matter is considered by the competent
authority. Registrar is directed not to entertain any further applications
with regard to the operation of the order produced marked P7, since the
administrative processes should be given time to be properly
implemented.”

I table*, Sir, a certified copy of this journal entry of
the proceedings of the Supreme Court in case No. SC(FR)
219/2007 and I request that you direct it be included in
HANSARD at the end of my speech.

This, Sir, is the position of these people and these
people want to be resettled in their own land. | might
mention to you, Sir, that one of these people who went to
the Supreme Court, in his Fundamental Rights
Application, filed his deeds in regard to his property. His
deeds went back to a Crown grant, which is more than
hundred years old, from his family. This is their ancestral
property; this is not something the State gave them.
Maybe, there are some lands which the State gave them.
But, a large extent of lands in this area are private
properties owned by these people for generations and
centuries. They had built houses on those lands. They
were living there peacefully, carring on their occupations:
farming and fishing. They had livestock; they had their

* 2O gOamed 8g DT g 5.
2_swguflssfipslullsh srii Gereng.
Produced at end of speech.
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plantations, coconut trees, palmyra trees and fruit trees.
They carried on their life without living on Government
dole. They have lost everything today and they are in a
state of utter penury, not being looked after by the
Government.

According to the report of the UTHR, it would seem
that the actions of the Government were deliberate, that
the actions of the Government were carried out in such a
way that these people would not return to their lands, that
the Government before launching its operation had made
a decision that these people will not be permitted to
return and that is why they were driven out in this way.
And there was no reason for them to be driven out in this
way. Any idea of settling these people elsewhere, Sir, in
my submission, must be abandoned. These people must
get back to their natural environment, to their own lands
and properties in which they have lived for generations
and centuries and they must be able to carry on their
lives there because this area is now free of the LTTE.
There are no heavy artillery guns of the LTTE there. The
army, you say, is in control and if the army is in
control, the LTTE cannot return there and unless you
look upon every Tamil in this country as a terrorist or an
LTTEer, you cannot stop these people going back. They
must go back to their lands and properties. That is my
very humble, but firm demand from the Government on
the Floor of this House.

What is the position today, Sir? It is something that
we have to look at. | want to read, Sir, from certain
reports which had been filed by some journalists of
repute. | think I must put this on record because these
journalists have given a very graphic description of the
position of these people in these areas today and | think,
Sir, that must be brought out. The position, according to
what these people say, is deplorable. Might | read, Sir,
from an article which appeared in the “Daily Mirror” of
6" of August, 2007. It states as follows, | quote:

“The fact that the authorities have failed to provide livelihoods
means that no resettlement programme can be successful. The people
insist that till a means of living is in place, just dumping them in lands
to satisfy larger political goals will not suffice.”

It goes on to say, | quote:

“Government plans to hold elections have also failed to increase
faith in the people. They do not believe Karuna cadres will allow
anyone else to contest, leave alone win. People fear a bloodbath once
campaigning starts. No one believes a free and fair election can take
place with the militant presence of Karuna cadres.”

Might | read another article, Sir, which has been
written by yet another reputed Sinhalese journalist. All
these persons, whose articles | am quoting from, are
Sinhalese journalists. They are not persons who can be
said to have any bias against the Sinhalese or against the
Government or any bias in favour of the LTTE. This is
what is said in an article in the “Daily Mirror” of 6"
August, 2007. This is an article written by Shakuntala
Perera. | quote:

“The political victory of liberating the East and weakening the

LTTE has done little to help the ground situation. The plight of the
people remains unchanged. There is little government assistance on the
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ground.  Despite the growing criticisms and restrictions on the
humanitarian agencies it is difficult to think of the fate of the IDPs
without their presence. Their assistance provides a much needed life line
to the hundreds of thousands left displaced.”

It further states, | quote:

"Moves by certain political organizations to settle Sinhala families
within Muslim villages is also a very sensitive issue in the area. The
people see through a 'political agenda’ of colonization that they don't
approve of and vow to fight back against. They maintain that the
authorities were threatening the lives of these innocent families by
dumping them in the middle of a very angry community.

They allege moves were on to change the ethnic composition. In
Mutur there is a 52% Muslim population, a 47% Tamil and 1%
Sinhalese.

Member of the Mutur Pradeshiya Sabha M. Regis claims that the
Government has settled 25 Sinhala families already."

Might | quote, Sir, from another article which
appeared in the "Daily Mirror" of 7" August, 2007 written
by Mr. Jehan Perera who is a reputed journalist. He says,
| quote:

“Instead of security and democracy, | saw a continuing high level of
insecurity, little democracy and no evidence at all of economic
development. Belying the government claims on political platforms and
in the government controlled media that normalcy and reconstruction
are, and will soon be, the features of the liberated East, | saw a present
picture of utter misery that spread through at least two of the three
districts in the East, the only exception being Ampara at the bottom of
the Eastern Province and farthest from the North”

Mr. Jehan Perera in his article further says, | quote:

“ President Mahinda Rajapaksa is presently stomping the rich
electoral grounds of the South affirming his government’s determination
to continue with the war and militarily vanquish the LTTE in the North,
as it has done in the East. On the other hand, the costs of this war are
bound to be much higher in the North than in the East. The North has
always been the stronghold of the LTTE. The question of the cost of the
war will surface in full measure with any government onslaught on the
LTTE in the North. Once again there will be massive displacement of
people, as occurred in the East, and very likely on a larger scale. The
homes that people have built and protected over generations will be
destroyed, and their properties looted, as they were in the East. ”

...... their properties looted, as they were in the East.”
Our houses were demolished, Sir.  Our doors and
windows were removed; our roof materials were
removed; copperware, brassware in our houses were
removed. Members of Parliament have complained to me
and | even contacted His Excellency the President on the
phone over some of these matters. Our houses were looted
and that is what Mr. Jehan Perera says will happen in the
North. He goes on to further say, Sir, | quote:

“ War in the North should only be a last resort. The country is not an
abstract idea to be fought for, but a living organism comprising all of
its citizens. Any government that deliberately pursues a military solution
as its first option that leads to the eviction of hundreds of thousands of
Sri Lankan citizens from their homes, and to the loss of their ancestral
properties, will jeopardize its moral right to govern the country.”

It will be good for the Government to remember that.
He further says, | quote:

“Before taking the drastic step of stepping up the war in the North,
the Rajapaksa government has a duty to present a reasonable political
package that could be the basis for a just solution to the ethnic conflict,
and is acceptable to moderate Tamil opinion.”
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May | have your indulgence, Sir, to quote again a yet
another article written by Shakuntala Perera in the ‘Daily
Mirror’ of 10" August, 2007. She says, | quote:

“ What is sadder still is that there isn't even anything on an interim
basis. There is nothing on ground to even suggest that the government
has even begun a proper resettlement programme.”

You talk big about all types of programmes being
carried on and people going there, visiting there but here
this lady says, | quote:

* There is nothing on ground to even suggest that the government
has even begun a proper resettlement programme. Aside from merely
dumping the people wherever it suits them politically, there is little to
prove the government’s ambitious programme on paper.

In its present form, the East is the perfect breeding ground for
terrorism. No one could blame anyone suffering the trauma of the war
turning towards either of the militant groups for refuge. The people feel
neglected and ignored by the State to feel desolate enough to turn
towards a terrorist group for survival.”

I am not saying it. Shakuntala Perera, a Sinhalese
journalist who has no reason to say anything against the
Government and the armed forces, who has gone there and
seen for herself, is saying it. She says further, I quote:

"Denied the dignity of the basic human rights, the people would be
far from ready to face any political process. The elections are the last
thing on the minds of the people in this scenario. They strongly believe
that the presence of Karuna cadres in their present form will be a threat
to any free and fair election. In this situation they refuse to trust the
outcome of any election.”

There is another article written by Tisaranee
Gunasekera, yet another independent journalist who writes
for the "Sunday Island." This appeared in the "Sunday
Island" of August 19th, 2007. She says, | quote:

"The international community is concerned about the indifference we
display towards our minorities. And according to media reports even
the Eastern Muslims are beginning to feel disenchanted with the reality
of ‘liberation’; there seems to be a growing sense of alienation, of
insecurity which bodes ill for the future of the province and the
country."”

She, in another paragraph, Sir, very significantly says, |
quote:

"The lack of interest in the protection and welfare of Eastern Tamils/
Muslims can be explained by concluding that for the regime and its
supporters, nation is coterminous with Sinhala/Sinhala Buddhist race...."

| repeat,

"....nation is coterminous with Sinhala/Sinhala Buddhist race and
patriotism means promoting and defending Sinhala/Sinhala Buddhist
interests."

I think people must stop preaching and begin practising
true Buddhism in this country if we want to have peace in
this country. And if we want to have development and
prosperity for all our people in this country, | think people
must stop talking about Buddhism, talking about
protecting Buddhism and start practising Dharma. As
Lord Buddha preached, start practising righteousness, start
practising justice by all the people who are living in this
country, otherwise you are not being a Buddhist; you are
being anything but a Buddhist.
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I will read from the "Daily Mirror", Sir, of 28th
August 2007, yet another article written by Shakuntala
Perera where she has said, | quote:

" 'Sinhalisation' is a serious charge leveled against the Government.
Moves by certain political organizations....."

What are these political organizations | want to know
which are in alliance with the Government who are
secretly engaging in a programme in the Eastern Province
with the support of the Government? The Government is
privy to that, the Government is conniving with them and
these organizations are doing that, and this is what
Shakuntala Perera says. | quote:

"Sinhalisation' is a serious charge levelled against the Government.
Moves by certain political organizations to settle Sinhala families within
Muslim villages have only poured fuel to the sensitivities of the area.
The plans have earned and aroused the wrath of the Muslim community.

There is little security that even a military can provide to families just
forced into the villages."

She goes on to say in another paragraph, Sir. | quote:

“Changing administrative boundaries is another means through
which the demography of the Eastern Province is allegedly being
changed, since it impacts upon the ability of minority groups to influence
the political processes in their local areas.”

Sir, | am not saying these things. | am quoting what
had been written by independent journalists from the
majority community who have clearly exposed the fact
that sweet little, sweet nothing is being done for the
displaced Tamil and Muslim people in the Eastern
Province. They have been dumped in their villages and
asked to fend for themselves. Sir, over 300 people were
killed, a much larger number were injured, thousands of
houses were damaged, people lost their farming
equipment, they lost their fishing equipment, they lost
their livestock and they lost their plantations. | want to ask
you, has one cent been paid as compensation to anyone of
these people?  Not one cent has been paid as
compensation to anyone of these people.

I do not see the Ministers in charge of rehabilitation of
the North and the East here. Why are they not here? We
are having a Debate in regard to the situation in the North
and the East. We are having a Debate in regard to the
plight of the people in the Eastern Province, the people
who were displaced. Why are these Ministers not here?
Have you paid one cent as compensation to these people?
You give them rice, you give them dhal, you give them
sugar which you get from the World Food Programme.
You give these things to people, drive them out of their
lands and now say, “You cannot go back. You can only
go back to the areas to which we agree.” This, Sir, is the
height of audacity. This is something, Sir, which can
never be tolerated and we would ask this Government to
rethink about these questions. You have a military officer
as the Government Agent in Trincomalee. | have quoted
from the reports of the UTHR to show how this gentleman
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is functioning . There are more things I have to say about
Trincomalee as we go along. Have you at least assessed
the degree of damage suffered by these people? Have you
got a list of the persons who have been killed? Have you
got a list of the people who have been injured? Have you
got a list of the houses which have been damaged? Have
you got a list of the fishing equipment and the farming
equipment that were destroyed? Are you in a position
even to make an evaluation of what you must do in regard
to these people?

I am sorry, Sir. They are merely carrying on
propaganda. | am told, Sir, that only in Vakarai, some
boats and nets have been given to the people there.
Nothing else has been done anywhere and what is worse
is that you are preventing the INGOs and the NGOs from
working in these areas. Why? You are not giving them
relief and you do not want the INGOs and the NGOs to
work because you do not want these people to be helpful
to the Tamil victims. Is this fair? | do not think, Sir, this
should continue. 1 think the Government must re-look the
whole question, frame a comprehensive programme after
proper consultation with relevant people and implement a
programme by which people will be resettled on all the
lands from which they were displaced. People can go
back there, proper housing provided there, proper
employment opportunities provided and they be paid
compensation for the loss of their kith and kin. Pay
compensation for the loss of livelihood potential and put
them back on their feet. You are trying to make beggars
of the Tamil people in order to drive them out of this
country. Security can no longer be an issue insofar as
resettlement is concerned because you have publicly
stated that security is no longer an issue and that you are
in total control of Sampur and the Mutur East area and
that there can be no question therefore of the LTTE
coming there particularly with their heavy artillery or
their guns, or whatever, and therefore the people should
go back.

Now, Sir, | want to say a few words about the second
limb of my Motion which deals with the question of the
North-East merger and certain other things that are being
done in the Eastern Province as of now. | want to say,
Sir, with utmost respect, if Sri Lanka can be one single
united country with an overwhelming Sinhala-speaking
majority in all parts of the country and the country taken
as a whole, other than the North-East, given the history of
Tamil rule by Tamil kings and Tamil chieftains in the
North-East until colonial conquest and even thereafter till
the country was for the first time united administratively
by the British for their administrative convenience in
1833 as per the Colebrooke recommendations, and given
the fact that the Tamil-speaking people in the North-East
are an overwhelming majority in the North-East just as
much as our Sinhala-speaking brethren are an
overwhelming majority in all other parts of the country,
and given the fact particularly, that despite Sinhala
colonization the Tamil people and our Tamil-speaking
Muslim brethren are yet the majority in every one of the
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districts in the North-East, and given the fact that the
Northern and Eastern Provinces were merged under the
Indo-Sri Lanka Accord on the basis of the
incontrovertible and historical reality that the Northern
and Eastern Provinces were the areas of the historical
habitation of the Tamil people and the Tamil-speaking
Muslim people as specifically stated in the Accord, and
the fact that the merger subsisted for 18 years and was
endorsed by four successive Presidents and governments
inclusive of governments in which President Mahinda
Rajapaksa was a member both as a Minister and a Prime
Minister signifying his own acceptance of the merger, and
given the fact that the “Mahinda Chintana”, the
programme on which President Mahinda Rajapaksa
claims to have been elected by the narrowest of majorities
lesser than that of anyone of his predecessors who had
endorsed the merger, and given the fact that not even the
two pacts signed by candidate Mahinda Rajapaksa with
either the JVP or the JHU contained any reference to the
North-East merger or to the dismantling of the North-East
merger, it is our submission that this political decision
taken by the sovereign Government of Sri Lanka in terms
of an international treaty signed by the sovereign
Government of Sri Lanka with the sovereign Government
of India whose good offices Sri Lanka invited and
accepted to resolve the ethnic question in Sri Lanka and
also endorsed by three successive governments of Sri
Lanka cannot be set at naught on the basis of some
procedural flaw purportedly discovered 18 years later in
regard to the mere manner of the merger in a judicial
verdict in proceedings instituted after a period of 18 years,
and in which the real and genuine stakeholders, the
historical Tamil inhabitants of Eastern Province were
denied the opportunity to intervene and to be heard fully
as indeed they were entitled to be heard.

This is not a matter, Sir, which can be settled by a
judicial decision, particularly when the decision pertains
only to a procedural flaw. It is our submission that
President Mahinda Rajapaksa is under an obligation both
under national and international law, to give effect to a
treaty signed by the sovereign Government of Sri Lanka
with the sovereign Government of India. He is also under
an obligation, particularly, in view of the clear
commitments of his predecessors in office and their
governments and his not having sought a mandate from
the country to dismantle the merger, to deny the Tamil-
speaking people, the Tamil people in particular, a
longstanding political aspiration accepted by his
predecessors in office and four successive governments
of Sri Lanka.

Merger, Sir, is the legitimate political aspiration of the
Tamil people; a longstanding aspiration. It has got
nothing to do with Tamil militancy or the LTTE. The
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact of 1957 accepted the
merger. Regions created in the North and the East could
amalgamate beyond provincial boundaries. This position
was accepted by the late Hon. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike,
the founder of the SLFP long before the birth of the
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LTTE, probably even before the birth of Prabhakaran; to
link merger to the LTTE, would be an attempt at
subterfuge. Four successive presidents in Sri Lanka
followed through the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement what Mr.
Bandaranaike had accepted in 1957. President Mahinda
Rajapaksa in my submission, Sir, should show stronger
spine in dealing with this question. Tamil people cannot
and will not give up this legitimate aspiration on which
their future is totally dependent.

What is the position of the international community in
regard to this matter? | might refer very briefly to certain
meetings that took place and certain statements made by
international personalities.  When President Mahinda
Rajapaksa went to Havana, Cuba for the Non Aligned
Summit in September 2006, he met with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and his advisers in Havana, Cuba. That
was when the action was pending in the Supreme Court
and the judgment had not yet been delivered. Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh had made it perfectly clear to
President Mahinda Rajapaksa that India did not want the
merger to be dismantled in any way other than in
accordance with the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement and
President Mahinda Rajapakasa gave the assurance to
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh that he had instructed
the Attorney-General to go into court and ensure that the
merger was sustained. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
also communicated to President Mahinda Rajapaksa that
if the merger was dismantled in a manner contrary to the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement, India would keep all its
options open. That was the discussion that took place
between the Prime Minister of India and President
Mahinda Rajapaksa in Havana, Cuba in September 2006
at the time of the Non Aligned Summit.

There was yet another significant statement, Sir,
made by the Co-Chairs when they met in Brussels on 12"
September, 2006, before the judgment was delivered. The
Co-Chairs in that statement stated that "there should be no
change to the specific arrangements for the North and the
East which could endanger the achievement of peace.
The legitimate interest and aspirations of all communities
including the Tamil, Muslim and the Sinhala
communities, must be accommodated as part of a
political settlement.” That was what was said in Brussels,
Sir. The Assistant Secretary for State for South Asia and
Central Asian Affairs of the State Department, United
States of America, Richard Boucher was in Sri Lanka
just after the judgment in October 2006 and had a press
interview on 20™ October, 2006. He was asked two
questions by an Indian journalist; one in regard to the
LTTE and the second in regard to the Supreme Court
judgment. We have this week the judgment on de-merger
and it has caused a great deal of concern among various
sections here, did it figure in your talks?  That was the
question posed by the journalist to Richard Boucher and
the answer given by Boucher was on these lines.

“The merger for many years has now been one of the
fundamental assumptions of the peace process. It is one
of the fundamental assumptions of the whole negotiations
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and therefore, | agree it does raise some issues for all the
parties about how they are going to approach these both
in terms of the court decision and in terms of
negotiations. | do not have any formula for that. But it is
a very fundamental issue. In my discussion with various
people there is an understanding of how important it is to
the negotiation process and it needs to be dealt with in that
context.” This is what, Sir, Richard Boucher stated.

Then, Sir, we have the statement issued by the Co-
Chairs. At the end of their meeting in Washington DC on
21° November, 2006, this is what the Co-Chairs said in
their statement. "At the same time the specific
arrangement for the North and the East should not be
disturbed as they are fundamental to continuing the
dialogue to achieve an agreement, the legitimate interests
and aspirations of all communities including the Tamil,
Muslim and Sinhala communities must be accommodated
as part of a political settlement.”

Sir, we had a meeting with President Mahinda
Rajapaksa on 16™ November 2006, on his invitation. We
discussed this matter with him fully and subsequently in
confirmation of our meeting | wrote to him on 20"
November, 2006. 1 will not replace the whole letter on
record. But I will just read the last three paragraphs.

| quote:

“We also pointed out to you, that you could without difficulty
muster the required support in Parliament to cure the defect pointed out
in the judgement of the Court. Since meeting with you, we have met
with Hon. Ranil Wickramasinghe MP, Leader of the Opposition who
has assured us that his party would extend to any such legislative
measure to validly restore the status quo ante, the fullest support. Many
other parties will extend to you the fullest support. You will definitely
receive overwhelming support, to have the required legislative measure
enacted.

We also need to point out that the constitution of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces as one unit, relates to the basic fundamental rights of
the Tamil speaking peoples, and is also intended to attenuate the injustice
meted out to the Tamil speaking peoples in the Eastern Province, by the
Sri Lankan State, since independence. This basic fundamental right
cannot be set at naught by any reference to Tamil militancy. It must not
be forgotten that such an arrangement was contemplated even in the
Bandaranaike-Chelvanayagam Pact of 1957, long before the birth of
Tamil militancy.

Any effort to use the technical flaw referred to in the judegment of
the Court, to dismantle the constitution of the North-East as one unit, in
accordance with the provisions of the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement, would
only mean that the Tamil speaking people are being denied a basic
fundamental right recognized by the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement; that the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement itself is being disregarded; that the unjust
gains brought about by the Sri Lankan State since independence in the
Eastern Province, so as to disproportionately benefit the Sinhala people
is sought to be retained, and that the Government is not concerned about
the Tamils concluding that they have once again been cheated. It is my
duty to point out that such an unjust course of action cannot bring about
peace.

| appeal to you to do the correct thing, by taking corrective action to
restore the status quo ante pertaining to the constitution of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces as one unit, and thereby honour and implement the
Indo-Lanka Agreement.”
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I have an acknowledgement to this letter. But
unfortunately, President Mahinda Rajapaksa has not sent
us a reply to our letter or stated his position in regard to
what we said in our letter. | think, Sir, the Tamil people
are entitled to take the view that the President is unable to
contradict me in regard to what | have stated in my letter
and that is why he has not replied me.

®©S Pexd Beddsimzy Bz
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(The Hon.
Development)

If I may not interrupt you, can | make a small request
from you?

(D1Denw 05

Mano Wijeyeratne-Minister of Enterprise
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Quickly, quickly I have no time.
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(The Hon. Mano Wijeyeratne)

I would like to know whether you could table that
letter to go into the Hansard. Then we can refer to that.
The whole letter, not -

®d 8. w®uxves? wm

(omessTLLOl @ Sy, FIDLIGHSB6T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I will. At the request of my good Friend, the Hon.
Mano Wijeyeratne, | would table* this letter, Sir, and
request that it be included in the Hansard at the end of my
speech. | would be most grateful, if that is done. Thank
you Hon. Member.

Some of my Colleagues and | met with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh in New Delhi in December 2006. Our
discussion at that meeting virtually centred around the
North-East merger and | told him in the course of that
meeting, "Sir, the North-East merger is the cornerstone of
the peace process and | must tell you quite frankly that
unless the merger is sustained until we finally bring about
peace, the entire peace process will crumble”. The Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh’s response to my statement
was, "We are in total agreement with you and we think
that the merger should be sustained”.  So, this is the view
of the international community, of India, of the Co-Chairs,
of America, of other countries and the European Union.
What do you have to say? It is an imperative requirement
to bring about peace.

Before, | finish with that particular matter, I want to
just mention one thing to you. The late President J.R.
Jayewardene, Sir, was the person who opposed the North-

* DO gOanmod g I .
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Produced at end of speech.
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East merger at one point of time, very vigorously. In fact,
he opposed even devolution and he asked the army to go
and destroy terrorism in the Northern Province and so on
and so forth. Before President Jayewardene’s demise, he
gave the "The Sunday Times" on the 1% of January 1995,
an interview. In the course of that interview he was asked
by the person who interviewed him, "At this stage, what
would you feel is the best solution to the North-East
conflict?"  North-East had then become a reality.
President, Jayewardene brought about the merger. He
knew that the North-East was a reality and what was his
answer? "The federal system”. President, Jayewardene
with all his experience, as an elder statesman in this
country who was responsible for battling the LTTE in the
earlier years, who had dealt with Mr. Chelvanayakam,
who was responsible for Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, who was
a signatory to the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord - when he was
asked, "What is your solution today to the North-East
conflict?", his answer was, "Federalism". The North-East
had become a reality. President, Mahinda Rajapaksa must
acquaint himself with these historical realities and not live
in a world of his own and not live under the influence of
some of his recently acquired alliance partners.

But what is happening today, Sir, in the Eastern
Province, particularly in Trincomalee? In Kappalthurai,
along the Trincomalee-Kandy road, adjoining the
Kappalthurai junction, on the left hand side, on a land
earmarked for an economic zone, land has been taken and
300 houses are to be constructed for ex-servicemen or
servicemen - along the Trincomalee-Kandy road, on the
main road in Kappalthurai, hardly six miles from
Trincomalee town. In a place called Rottawewa, that is an
ancient Muslim village to which village | have been as a
little child. | remember there used to be an old man called
Abu Sally because he was not only my client but I had
known him very well. | used to go to that village with my
relations who were Government officials at that time.
Their land has been taken, 600 or 800 acres, | am not
very sure, the land is being cleared - on the Trincomalee-
Anuradhapura Road - and action is being taken | am told
- to construct 5000 houses for ex-servicemen or
servicemen. What is happening? You are going back to
all the old practices what you did and stopped some years
ago. You are trying to redo and where will you end up?
Where will you go? Five thousand houses for
servicemen or ex servicemen in Rottawewa - a Muslim
village adjoining an ancient Tamil village called
Panankaddimurippu - are being constructed and the land
is presently being cleared. In Kinniya where the
Muslims are 99 per cent in an area called Sundankadu
coming within  the AGA's Division of Kinniya,
Sinhalese families from  Sooriyapura, Jayanthipura,
Pansalgoda and Wan Ela are sought to be settled in this
land. The biggest problem that the Muslim people have is
that they have no land. But you are trying to take their
land and settle Sinhalese families. Are you doing the
right thing?

2007 e ®a& 05

2212

Bewadss mcm wwinBn®
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

I will take my time, Sir. | will finish soon. | have got
two hours. | am finishing up.

Then, Sir, you are taking away land from the Tamil
people. You are giving land to army personnel. You are
trying to give land to the Sinhalese people. What is
happening to the Tamil people? There was a land in a
place called Linganagar. The EPDP Member, my good
Friend, Hon. Douglas Devananda, had settled some
people sometime ago at Lingernagar and then those
people were to be evicted. | interviewed President
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga and then she
instructed General Daluwatta who was then the Army
Commander to meet with me and | inspected the area with
some army officials and we decided that a major part of
the land would be left because the Army was concerned
about security. | appreciated their concerns and about 15
acres of land was to be given to Tamil people and 103
people who has lived there were chosen, and it was
approved and the Army agreed . The cases filed against
these people in court were withdrawn. Permits were
written out for 53 of these 106 people and permits were
to be handed over. Then suddenly a military gentleman
became the new Government Agent in Trincomalee. He
has stopped the issue of the permits. People have
constructed houses there. They have dug wells there.
They have lived there for fourteen to fifteen years. This
matter was gone into by Government and the matter was
resolved. A decision was taken to identify 15 acres and
to be given to these people. Hundred and three people
were identified, land was surveyed, cases filed against
them in court were withdrawn, 53 permits have been
written out and after that the Government Agent in
Trincomalee in his wisdom goes and stops the project and
the whole thing is stopped. | would say this type of thing
cannot go on.

The other thing is, Sir, which | am very concerned
about is that there is a proposal, | am told, to create a new
district between Trincomalee and Mullaitivu . | want to
place on record, Sir, for the information of the House
and for the Members, a plan of this area of the
Trincomalee District also showing part of the Mullaitivu
District. ~ The villages in Trincomalee - by the name of
Pulmoddai, a predominantly Muslim village - a village
called Thennaimarawadi from where the people were
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driven away in December 1984, and where the people
very much want to resettle there, part or the whole of the
village called Thiriyai, the villages of Kokkilai and
Kokkuthoduvai in Mullaitivu District, Padavi Sripura in
the Trincomalee District and Manal Aru or Welioya , to
which District it belongs to, 1 do not know, all these
territories are to be brought together and a new district
created between Trincomalee District and the Mullaitivu
District. This is diabolical. This is a crime you are
committing not against merely the Tamil and the Muslim
people, it is a crime you are committing against all the
people who live in this country. With this type of wicked
vicious plan there can never be any peace in this country.
I am tabling* this plan, Sir, and | would kindly request,
Mr. Deputy Chairman, that you direct that this plan be
included in Hansard at the end of my speech.

Why do you want to do this? You want to create a
Sinhalese District between Trincomalee and Mullaitivu
breaking the Tamil linguistic contiguity in such a way that
you think that you are going to find peace. This is what
happened when you created Manal Aru, Welioya which
you are still fighting over. There is no peace in that area.
Sir, | want to please make an appeal to the Government.
Kindly do not do these things. Kindly stop these things.
These are not good at all. This can never bring about
peace. These are dangerous steps being taken by some
dangerous people who belong to some organizations who
think that they can do what they want. This is a matter
that had been referred to in the agreement that had been
signed between President Mahinda Rajapaksa and the JHU
where the JHU has stated "that provincial, district and
divisional secretariat boundaries should be re-demarcated
to suit the new economic, social and political needs”. So,
you see the cat is out of the bag. This agreement
exchanged in Kandy at the Dalada Maligawa contained
this clause and this clause was now sought to be put into
effect. We want to ask the international community. |
want to ask India, | want to ask America, | want to ask the
European Union when this type of diabolical thing is
happening in this country can you people really look
forward to peace? Will peace ever be possible? Public
servants are being changed. The Land Commissioner in
the Eastern Province was Mrs. Muralitharan. She was
doing an excellent piece of work. She was told to hand
over some land in Mutur East high security zone to the
BOI. She said, "People have deeds. Crown grants. The
Crown has given them some land. We must be cautious.
We must not move in a hurry.” Go home, she was told.
She was removed. And a Sinhalese has been appointed

* DO gOemed sg DS &o.
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Produced at end of speech.
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the Land Commissioner. Land has been the most
contentious issue as far as the Tamil people are concerned
and Mrs. Muralitharan because she said, "Let us wait for
a while and let us not rush" she was asked to go home
and a Sinhalese had been appointed.

There is a project called NEIAP, North-East Irrigated
Agriculture Project. It was initially meant for the districts
in the North and the East. Then, they included the
villages on the boundary of these districts. That is in
Polonnaruwa, in Anuradhapura, in Monaragala and in
Puttalam.  The boundary villages which were also
affected by the conflict were included. That is quite
correct. Fair. Now, they have included those four
districts. North-East Irrigated Agriculture Project initially
meant for the districts in the North and the East and
which included only the peripheral villages on these
boundaries, now they have brought in the whole of
Polonnaruwa, the whole of Anuradhapura, the whole of
Monaragala and the whole of Puttalam and what has
happened on top of all that? Always a senior Tamil
public servant was the head of the NEIAP. He has been
removed and a man called Sugathadasa, a Sinhalese had
been appointed the Project Director.  Where are we
going? | will not take any more time, Sir.

The last matter that | want to refer to is our human
rights violations. There are daily violations. People are
living in a state of abject fear. | have got with me several
reports of Human Rights Watch, of Amnesty
International, of various other international organizations
who have taken up these questions and repeatedly told the
Government that there must be some improvement in the
standard of human rights and that there must be a UN
Human Rights Monitoring Mechanism in this country to
ensure that human rights are observed. People have in
particular expressed total disapproval and dissatisfaction
with the manner in which inquiries are being conducted
into the case of the 17 aid workers who were killed in
Mutur in the morning of August 4th, 2006. | have with
me a letter | wrote to the President in regard to the matter
and | made the position very clear. There are people who
are going and surrendering to the Human Rights
Organization in Jaffna asking that they be remanded in
jail because they are afraid that they will be killed if they
stay outside. | have with me a paper report which says
that a family of five people have gone and recently asked
that they be taken over and kept in the jail and they have
in fact complied. So far there are about sixty five people
who are in that position and who have been remanded.
Every other day, people are being killed in every part of
the North and the East. This is going on, this cannot go
on, this should not go on, this is not doing the country any
good.
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It does not help you to be merely critical of your
critics.  When people come here and see things for
themselves and they make comments you attack them.
You attack them in the most unacceptable language, you
have even drawn the UN into the picture. | will not go
into all those details but | want to say that the human
rights situation insofar as the Tamil people in the North
and East is concerned is in a pathetic state and the
Government must take some very strong action to ensure
that there is a better standard of human rights as far as the
Tamil people in the North and East is concerned. The
Government has lost control, the Government is not in
control of its law enforcement machinery and people are
behaving with an utter sense of impunity. The
Government cannot control them. The only way in which
the Government can control them is for the Government
to invite into this country an independent, impartial UN
sponsored Human Rights Monitoring Mechanism which
can monitor the Government forces, monitor the LTTE,
monitor other paramilitary groups and ensure that
everybody observes human rights.

I thank you, Sir.

* wt0r @O0 O WA B¢ I :
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MUTHUR DISPLACED PEOPLES WELFARE SOCIETY 7/6,
OLIVE LANE, BATTICALOA

18/07/2007.

Major General Parakrama Pannipitiya,

Competent Authority, Muttur East/ Sampur

High Security Zone, Commander — Security Force / East
Batticaloa.

Re: Request to enter and live in Muttur East / Sampur High Security
Zone in terms of Regulations No. 2 of 2007 published in Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1499/25 dated 30th May 2007.

We the longstanding residents of Muttur East / Sampur, which has
now been designated High Security Zone, request you to give written
authorization to enter and live in Muttur East/ Sampur in terms of
regulation No. 4(1) of Emergency regulation (Muttur East / Sampur
High Security Zone) Regulation No. 2 of 2007.

We seek to exercise our constitutional rights to enter and live in
Muttur East / Sampur in terms of article 14(1) (a) the constitution, for
the purpose of engaging ourselves in association with others, in our
lawful occupation, professional, trade, business or enterprise, a right
guaranteed and protected under article 14(1)(g) of the constitution, as
we have from our earliest times lived and engaged in lawful occupation,
profession, trade, business or enterprise, long before the designation of
Muttur East / Sampur as a High Security Zone.

Yours Faithfully

1. (Sgd.) Mr. K. Nageswaran, President
2. (Sgd.) Mr. I. Mohanasundaram, Secretary
3. (Sgd.) Mr. V. Pathmanathan Treasurer
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

SCFR 219/2007

In the matter of an application under
Article 12(1) 2 and 14 (1) (g) (h) read with
Articles 17 and 126 of the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka.

1. Natsingam Suntharalingam
Kaddatkaraichchenai — 01,
Kaddaiparichchan,]
Muthur.

And 3 others.
Petitiioners
Vs.

1. H. E. Mahinda Rajapakse,
Minister of Defence,
Ministry of Defence,
Colombo 00100.

And 8 others.
Respondents
30.7.2007
SCFR 219 /2007

Before: S.N.Silva, C. J.

Raja Fernando, J &
Balapatabendi, J

SCFR 219 /2007

K. Kang - Iswaran, PC, M. A. Sumanthiran, Viran Corea, Ms.
Sharmain Gunaratne, Bhavani Fonseka, Hamsana Vamadeva and
Ermiza Tigal instructed by N. Balendra for the Petitioners.

Yasantha Kodagoda, D. S. G. with Mahen Gopallawa, SC, Rajiv
Gonnatillake, SC for the Respondents.

The application relates to the order made by His Excellency the
President in Government Gazette marked P7. This matter has been dealt
with SCFR Application No. 218/ 2007. Deputy Solicitor General
submits that steps are being taken for the resettlement of affected
persons with due compliance of the internationally operative best
practices for such process. Hence the Attorney At Law for the
Petitioners or any person who is interested in the rights of such persons
may take representations to the Deputy Solicitor General who would
ensure that the matter is considered by the competent authority. Register
is directed not to entertain any further applications with regard to the
operation of the order produced marked P7, since the administrative
processes should be given time to be properly implemented.

CF/
(Approved by the Hon. C. J.)

| do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the journal
entry dated 30.7.2007, in Case No. SCFR 219 / 2007, filed of record in
this Court.

Typed by :

Compared with: Supreme Court
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026-2227520 258e®snd 176, Customs Road,
011-2559787 UTTTEHLOSTDILD Trincomalee.
PARLIAMENT 2D Summit Flats,
Keppetipola
Mawatha,
Colombo 05

20th November 2006.

His Excellency President Mahinda Rajapakse,
President, Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
Presidential Secretariat,

Colombo.

Your Excellency,

Merger of the North - East Province

I refer to the discussion we had with you on the 16th instant in regard
to the above.

You will appreciate that this is the most basic issue in the evolution
of a negotiated political solution to the Tamil question.

We impressed upon you that the Northern and Eastern provinces
were constituted as one unit, on the fundamental and incontrovertible
basis, that the said provinces were the areas of historical habitation of the
Tamil speaking people.

This fact accepted in the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement signed by Shri.
Rajiv Gandhi Prime Minister of India and Mr. J. R. Jayawardene
President of Sri Lanka on 29th July 1987. This we submit is an
international treaty which Sri Lanka is bound to honour and implement.

Under the 13th amendment to the Constitution and the Provincial
Councils Act, President J. R. Jayawardene had constituted the two
provisions as one unit.

After the constitution of the two provinces as one unit, he provided
for the poll to determine whether the said two provinces should continue
as one unit or be separate.

The date for the poll has been extended by Presidents R. Premadasa,
D. B. Wijetunga, and Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga for over a
period of 18 years. Three successive Presidents have thereby accepted
the constitution of the Northern and Eastern Provinces as one unit by the
President. J. R. Jayawardene. They thereby honoured and implemented
the Indo Sri Lanka Agreement singed between the Heads of two States.

The Supreme Court has held that the amendment of the Provincial
Councils Act by President J. R. Jayawardene, by an Emergency
Regulations is invalid, and therefore of no effect in law, and that
consequently the proclamation pertaining to the constitution of the two
Provinces as one unit is invalid.

The Supreme Court has not held that the provisions of the Indo Sri
Lanka Agreement or the legal provisions pertaining to the constitution of
the two Provinces as one unit are invalid. It only questions the procedure
adopted by President J. R. Jayawardene to constitute the two provinces
as one unit.

208Ee®sInd
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You told us that you had instructed the Attorney General to make
submissions to Court to prevent the dismantling of the North East as one
unit, and that you were not happy with the decision of the Court.

We urged you to take necessary corrective steps to constitute the
Northern and Eastern Provinces as one unit, so as to remove the defect
pointed out in the judgment of the Court. This also becomes necessary
considering that no appeal is available from the said judgment.

We also pointed out to you that any poll in the Northern or Eastern
Province to determine whether the two provinces should be one unit or
be separate, can only take place when there is in existence a North-East
Province, constituted as one unit, and in accordance with provisions of
the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement.

We also pointed out to you, that you could without difficulty muster
the required support in Parliament to cure the defect pointed out in the
judgment of the Court. Since meeting with you, we have met with Hon.
Ranil Wickramasinghe M.P., Leader of the Opposition who has assured
us that his party would extend to any such legislative measure to validly
restore the Status Quo Ante, the fullest support. Many other parties will
extend to you the fullest support. You will definitely receive
overwhelming support, to have the required legislative measure enacted.

We also need to point out that the constitution of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces as one unit, relates to the basic fundamental rights of
the Tamil Speaking peoples, and is also intended to attenuate the
injustice meted out to the Tamil Speaking peoples in the Eastern
Province, by the Sri Lankan State, since independence. This basic
fundamental right cannot be set at naught by any referenc to Tamil
militancy. It must not be forgotten that such an arrangement was
contemplated even in the Bandaranaike - Chelvanayagam Pact of 1957,
long before the birth of Tamil militancy,

Any effort to use the technical flaw referred to in the judgment of the
Court, to dismantle the constitution of the North - East as one unit, in
accordance with the provisions of the Indo - Sri Lanka Agreement,
would only mean that the Tamil Speaking people are being denied a
basic fundamental right recognized by the Indo Sri Lanka Agreement;
that the Indo Sri Lanka Agreement itself is being disregarded; that the
unjust gains brought about by the Sri Lankan State since independence in
the Eastern Privince, so as to disproportionately benefit the Sinhala
people is sought to be retained, and that the Government is not
concerned about the Tamils concluding that they have once again been
cheated. It is my duty to point out that such an unjust course of action
cannot bring about Peace.

| appeal to you to do the correct thing, by taking corrective action to
restore the Status Quo Ante pertaining to the constitution of the Northern
and Eastern Provinces as one unit, and thereby honour and implements
the Indo - Sri Lanka Agreement.

I look forward to hearing from you in regard to your decision.

Yours sincerely,

R. Sampanthan,

Member of Parliament,
Trincomalee District.
Parliamentary Group Leader
Illankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi

(Tamil National Alliance)
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(The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam)
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left the
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the Hon. R. Sampanthan, the Leader of the TNA. He
spoke with a lot of emotion and he highlighted a lot of
areas of concern to him and his people. He also
highlighted certain incidents that had occurred and quoted
some of the newspaper reports. How far those reports are
accurate we do not know. We have to look into those.
There could be exaggerations. Some of those could be
correct. Some of those could be incorrect. But certainly, |
respect those views that were expressed by the Hon.
Sampanthan and also let me give you the assurance that all
those will be looked into and should be looked into. That
we agree in principle.

I also would like to tell the Hon. Sampanthan that in
regard to certain instances he cited where the Government
Agent was not giving the required permits and there was
interference in the matter, | will certainly look into that. |
would like to meet you one of these days and get details of
those and take action accordingly.

@G 8. ©dssIest Owmo

(orerLil@ 9. FLoLIbE6T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Hon. Minister, are you having a military person as the
Government Agent in any district in the country? In fact,
the Administrative Officers’ Association has protested
against his appointment. | have nothing personal against
him. In fact, that gentleman once told me that he had
known me very well in the good old days, in the 1970s
when he was a young officer in Thiriyai and | was a
Member of Parliament at that point of time. But his
actions are not towards helping the civilians. He is trying
to convert the entire civilian administration into a
militarized set up which is not good. So, | would earnestly
request you to kindly talk to the President and see whether
you should replace that Government Agent with a very
competent civilian officer.

@0 DO BweggSe Bwm

(worenryLil@ &m w@mw)

(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

I know that he was appointed on a temporary basis. It
is not a permanent appointment. Please give me the details
of those incidents that you have cited and | will certainly
look into that.
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Divisional Secretariats in the East and inspect those. If there
are any shortcomings, please let us know. We will take
immediate, meaningful steps. | will give you that assurance.
We need that support from the elected Representatives.
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Hon. Karu Jayasuriya, are you giving way?
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I can explain that. There is no problem.
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Sir, | rise to a point of Order. There is no translation
of what the Hon. Member said.

@S WS BwggBw Owm

(omessTyLl@ & (m 2w @ilur)

(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

I just caught the last portion of the translation. -
[Interruption.]
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Yes, the Opposition is waiting to do the translation.
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The Hon. Member was saying that somebody was
interfering with the appointments. | am assuring this
House that the selection of all the Grama Niladharis and
officers of the Administrative Service will be done very
professionally and in a transparent manner. There is a
written examination. Nobody can interfere, not even the
Minister in charge. [@a0 R%0w] 0. »de Swivewsy
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

Give me three more minutes. ©n® ® > ©ew
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The Hon. Sampanthan referred to two issues, about
demographic changes and territorial changes, which 1
would clarify. 1 would like to assure you that as far as my
Ministry is concerned, we have not been informed of any
attempt to change the district boundaries but if we do
anything it would be after consultation. But | do not
know of any such decision apart from the Grama Sevaka
Divisions, and there again it will be done after a
Committee is appointed and after taking the views of
everybody concerned.

What | am appealing on the Floor of the House is,
let us move away from the past, let us not live in distrust;
not live like enemies. The time has come to forget the
past. Letus startanew life and live in a new Sri Lanka.

@0 @b, ©dsxsiesy Owmo

(omessrLy L@ <y, FbLIHS6T)

(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

Hon. Minister, you talked of demographic changes.
There are 5000 houses being constructed for ex-
servicemen or servicemen in Trincomalee. There are not
five thousand servicemen in Trincomalee now. In another
place they are constructing 300 houses. Earlier on | read
in the newspapers that there was a massive housing
programme contemplated in Horawpatana. Why are you
constructing houses in Trincomalee for Sinhalese people?
The soldiers are all Sinhalese people. Are you not stirring
a hornet's nest? Are you not creating trouble? Must this
not be stopped? If you want peace in this country, can
we have peace by doing things like this? Now land is
being cleared. Surveyors are surveying the land. | am
told that a decision has been taken. | would appeal to you
as a senior politician to talk to the President. In fact |
would like to discuss the matter with the President myself.
Stop this type of thing. It is not good.

@G M BewgaBes Owmo
(omressTyLll@ & 2wi@sflur)
(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

Hon. Sampanthan, | am not aware of it.

@0 . ©dssTesy Owmo
(oredryfl@ opi. FiDLIBHS60T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)

We cannot bring about peace in this country in this
way.
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@G S BweaBw Owmo

(oreryLil@ & Lw@Mw)

(The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya)

May be the Hon. (Mrs.) Ashraff will be able to
comment on this. | am not aware of it. But, I will
certainly look into it.

Thank you very much.

@0 b. ©®uvxiest dwmo
(omessTLLOl@ Sy, FIOLIGHSB6T)
(The Hon. R. Sampanthan)
Thank you.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have three more minutes.
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(The Hon. Sarath Ranawaka)
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is almost over.
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(The Hon. Sarath Ranawaka)
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(The Presiding Member)

Thank you, Hon. Member.
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"The issues referred above have a profound impact on the Muslims
of the North and East. They include -

(a) Protection of rights of Muslims
(b) Independent representation for Muslims at peace talks

(c) Political aspirations of Muslims of Sri Lanka especially
Muslims of North and East provinces

(d) Re-settle persons affected by conflict and payment of
compensation

(e) Introduction of legislation to clear ambiguities in the laws
relating to Provincial Councils and Local Authorities,

(f) Safety and security of Muslims

(9) Establishment of a new Administrative district for the majority
Tamil speaking people comprising the polling  divisions  of
Kalmunai, Samanthurai and Pottuvil

(h) Development initiatives

(i)  Issues relating to land."

@b alleg k16T EEAEY Cspeflaurass

@MUt 1y mEHsTmesr. 9 FlCe Gogyiib,

"You will no doubt appreciate the importance of the issues involved
and the impact it will have on the people unless serious notice is taken of
them and steps taken to address the underlying causes. Therefore,
SLMC wants the Government to take serious notice of them and take
immediate action to initiate remedial measures. The issues referred to

above are fundamental to the very survival of Muslims." eretrmy % ey

TGS TIOTS BIhIS6T @GO 1 (HHHTEDTLD.

"Muslims of Sri Lanka especially Muslims of North and East have
consistently endorsed the policies of the SLMC at all elections and voted
in representatives to Parliament and other public institutions. Thereby
the SLMC has emerged as the predominant, if not the sole representative
of the Muslims of Sri Lanka. Therefore, the SLMC has a right and also
a moral obligation to work towards the realization of their aspirations
and protection of their rights.

SLMC considered the request to join the Government in the context
of developments taking place within political system and the re-
alignment of forces.

I also wish to stress the point that the party cannot deviate from the
accepted principles and policies. We are also steadfastly committed to
protect the identity and independence of the party. At the same time we
are also mindful of our responsibilities as a political party. We have a
duty by the country and the people. We have a duty by the people who
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have placed their trust and confidence in us and granted a mandate to
the SLMC."
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"We are of opinion that politics of confrontation must give way to
politics of co-habitation and respect for individuals and political
pluralism.  We are also mindful that the Government needs political
stability and credibility in order to vigorously pursue an agenda for
peace and reconciliation. SLMC considers this is the right time for the
Government to reach out to the Muslims and reassure them that their
rights would be protected and legitimate aspirations are honoured. On a
broader perspective the SLMC calls upon the Government to create the
right conditions to protect and respect human rights, uphold the

principles of good governance and political pluralism." steorGeu, @)H5
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Hon. Member, please wind up your speech.
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You are talking nonsense.
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(The Presiding Member)
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1t being 4.30 p.m. the PTresiding Member adjourned Parliament without
Question put.
Adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
6th September, 2007.
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