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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m. MR. SPEAKER [ THE HON. W.J. M.
LOKUBANDARA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle - Minister of Highways
and Road Development and Chief Government Whip)
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Bill ordered to be read a Second time upon Wednesday, 05th September,
2007.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public Petitions.
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(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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Question ordered to stand down.

D OBNBD RS

(FUTBTWST Sy6uTSHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
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(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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GRADUATES FROM YEAR 2003 TO 2006 : EMPLOYMENT
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(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi - on behalf of The Hon. M. M.
Pemasiri Manage)
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(F)  @)earG@mev, eyear?

asked the Minister of Higher Education :
(a) will he inform this House,-

(i) the number of graduates who completed
university education in the years 2003, 2004,
2005 and 2006.

(i) of the number of employed graduates in
relation to the said years ; and

(iii) whether steps have been taken through the
“Mahinda Chinthana” programme to provide
employment to unemployed graduates ?

(b) Is he aware that there have been fasting staged in
many districts by now, to pressurize the
Government to provide employment to
unemployed graduates ?

(c) Will he state, —

(i) whether a proper scheme has been made to
provide employment to unemployed
graduates : and

(ii) if so, the time fame within which it will be
put in place ?

(d) If not, why ?
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2003 10,151
2004 10,062
2005 7,020
2006 11,097
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of Posts and
Telecommunication)

Mr. Speaker, | rise to raise a matter of Privilege.

Particularly, in my opinion this is a matter of Privilege
concerning the entire House.

Sir, | refer to a lead article in "The Island" newspaper
of Thursday, 30th August, 2007 which  states,
"Legislature before Judiciary shortly" carrying your
photograph as well as the photograph of the Secretary-
General.

A mundane routine matter pertaining to the termination
of service of an employee of Parliament has become lead
news in “The Island” and the caption is so misleading. A
matter of issuing notice by the Court of Appeal need not
be given such prominence in a national newspaper as a
lead news item creating the impression as if the judiciary
is at loggerheads with Parliament. | believe this is a
matter of serious breach of Privilege of the entire House. |
raised this matter so that the Speaker could refer it to the
Committee on Privileges and summon the Editor and warn
him against publishing a misleading headline giving a
totally unnecessary inference to a very mundane issue.
Sometimes employees in Parliament get hold of certain
journalists and give a totally different impression, a
disproportionate attention for a matter which, in my
opinion, does not have to receive such wide publicity in a
leading newspaper as a headline. This must certainly be
condemned and we should refer this to the Committee on
Privileges and summon the Editor and warn him against
giving unnecessary attention to matters of mundane
nature.
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and the Standing Orders. So, when Members of
Parliament do not attend the meetings at Temple Trees
they are marked as absent.
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When they are marked as absent, they lose their
position in the Committee.
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There are two issues involved here. One is the
question of a Consultative Committee of Parliament or a
Select Committee having a meeting with the President.
The other is the participation by Members of the
Consultative Committee and the loss of their
membership. The Chief Opposition Whip has focused on
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the second issue but it arises from the first issue. As far
as a Consultative Committee or a Select Committee is
concerned, if they want to meet with the President on any
matter, there are two ways of doing it. Either you can
ask the President to come here or you can go and meet
him there. Some of the Consultative Committees
occasionally met in Ministries also when it was necessary
to get certain technical data and other things which could
not be brought here. So if a Consultative Committee or
a Select Committee wants to meet with the President,
they can make such a request and then they meet with the
President either here or at the President’s residence. In
today’s circumstances we can understand the President
wanting to meet them there. But that is not the full
meeting of the Consultative Committee. €28 @
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(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake - Minister of Investment
Promotion)
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, the fact that you are anti - LTTE
does not mean that you are anti-Tamil. That is the fact that |
want to embark upon right now because right now our forces
are fighting a very heroic battle to clear the North and the
East. We have secured the East despite some people who
may say - some people belittled our forces - that the Eastern
victory is nothing. | would like to tell them that all factual
evidence proves that the Eastern victory is a momentous
achievement in the history of this country because it takes
out the plank of the LTTE. Sedsewsi® &FS3E -8z
Besiesy ¢nd DewnBd dgsTed B ROwe BwB. &
B 9ol »OB wovmes, »Hned®ces Bedwiesy.
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So, therefore, Mr. Deputy Speaker this is the biggest
problem that the anti-patriotic, anti-Sri Lankan forces have.
Once you take out the main plank of the LTTE, that is
Trincomalee and Jaffna, then day by day their dream
becomes an illusion. So that is why about three weeks ago a
certain gentleman in Singapore called Gnanakone phoned
up a very prominent Member of our group, one of the
most senior Members in the UNP and offered him US
Dollars one million if at a particular moment of time that
that Gentleman votes against the Government. 98=% @®z»
508 MO wme. ¢ god deddes den 8005 988wd
@ 80, 895 B O 80, dsTed LimBm »IFO®
900 cwE o Bedm @m0 g @ BOILHID
RO G 805 005 Bedm. J Bw nOR wamemdsy
Bem 9GF338 pudndilw gqued yhosly Beg yYD
Bewd8mnend L ®OE C8wed BGdRd #d5ice ecsImw
B 3008057 othcd BEumws e & Bedwles’. &
DD OO wImdDLED® OO (IMOBeLSI® e®® ydoEws
Bwo Beadmd, "eud ethed 8Cwm 20 Beamdr B8
@O @¢BIBD), GDMS EDEIVO JBw edmE WO Buw.
e®as wmswezs.  This is a factual statement. The CID can go
into it. They can get a statement from the Hon. Jayasuriya
and they can also get a statement from the gentleman
concerned. oBxs ©® ©Oxed 2 JoedvowsI®
28B005nede guved oy wWEDBE edamem
Bwe® o % mes. Everybody talks about a political
solution. Everybody wants a political solution including
ourselves. There is no solution to this problem other than a
political solution. Everybody accepts that. But how do you
get this mystique political solution? c®® edawmics Bwe®
C ©B3esT emen®e? e HBm sPes agog 178
dced 83w ewg eudfem addg 128 dced e, ¢’
O8sYe coseFe O Bn® agcig 02° dced 9utmdl. &
G000 Bewe b oxen 1948 & 8. afcg 50 Bdedd
e00® odnwmEs Bucd ewesIm B cBfww oM. 8O
sgd 1987 8 odawicy Swe®d cigeed mmde? oo
od.a0l. SedlRm BN 9y BEBHD 9ulg - om0
88%® w0 ed@Es Bugd® Co BN, OO Bewdsns
BDONEDROB, ¢’ Sodsvewrsi® OFIIE  w-dmye
interim council &z dEiesiedsn e,

This interim council was mentioned in the Indo-Lanka
Accord; the interim council that had been mooted by the
LTTE was mentioned in the Indo-Lanka Accord. But
then what happened? We brought in the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution, the provincial councils
were established, but the LTTE boycotted them. Also, |
would like to mention that on that occasion when the
Indo-Lanka Accord was presented, the Hon. Premadasa
was not for it; the Hon. Athulath Mudali was not for it;
the Cabinet was divided. But, the Government of His
Excellency J.R. Jayewardene had the courage to bring it
to Parliament and make it the law of this land. So,
political solutions had been brought, but they had not
been implemented. Why had they not been implemented?
They had not been implemented because the LTTE had
been the main stumbling block for that. e»0 edwwmics
Bewg® enrndr, G338 w-dume e  BEoxImd ¢,
:de? o6 gu ey mwi. 0@, OE3I8 B



2065

ged ©w®de, god ve Dod 050ed8. YnBInDicws
0O O® JEOEwed Onwew Sndn Bwo®©m O o18edd
8800 »SwY »HOB IEI3E w-Bmryws wEE DBIB
geds Oxfesl.  YYmds Bem ocw »OB8 Smm 8¢
9s¥ex’. It is a one-man show. @BxY g Sedvewsy ©
Bostes’, CHEOS BEHCE NBROT @, OFwrs HBm
sved ged By wewdcdwsl Bem Bem SRwWO
od@asEs Bug® enem Iy D BweB. e®m» 81wEED
® O» e Bedmdr. O» Onexs OB, ®wds 6
88x0m0 BBE @, gued LHnusind wewdcdws’ w®w gy
NG e ooz international net om= ), 9F33E
8.8 B e5Y WO W & Dod edrsEy Swue®n
8F338 Yo RGDO cOm OW. YT OO Sew®
G338 w-Brw EOEFE WOBID . 4 Em w5 EE0®
&90o.

There are two theories, Sir. One is, you appease the
LTTE; you give them what they want. You signed a
Ceasefire Agreement, which the Cabinet had not seen and
the UNP Parliamentary Group did not see. The Hon.
Gamini Jayawickrama Perera is here. You were a
Member of the Cabinet. Did you see the Ceasefire
Agreement before it was signed? You did not see it.

@0 8 & SsBn® evelch Owm
(oressryLll@ smidlest! gweldrw QuBrym)
(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

We discussed it.

@S 5057 Benvnam Svme

(omessryLl@ pefesr SFrpTiidss)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

But it was presented only to the Cabinet after it was
signed. Then, with regard to the Indo-Lanka Accord, the
then President J. R. Jayewardene acted in a completely
different way. He brought the Indo-Lanka Accord to the
Cabinet before it was presented to Parliament. | stake it.
If you can show —

@0 8 & SBn® evelch Owm

(oressryLll@ smidlest! gweldrw QuBrym)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

When | was a Cabinet Minister we discussed it.

@S 53057 Senvnam Swm
(orenrLil@ peer SeFTprwidss)
(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)
You discussed it after signing it.
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(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)
No, before that.
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(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

No, no. You discussed it after signing it. @an®z¥co
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@5 ©®8& Ewdn® eveddh Owme
(wrewryflg sriflef ueallsrw QuryT)
(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

We straightly approved that. We approved the
Agreement after discussing it.

@G 2057 ez Ovm

(oreryll@ pafer Semprwiss)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

You discussed it after signing it. It was never
presented to the Parliamentary Group. &=fes £dm
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I would like to mention about the international
community. e®mxle, ©® international community
Bestexy?  What is the international community? | went
to India last month and met the political leaders there. |
met the leaders of the Indian National Congress. What
did they tell me? They said that the Tamil people must be
given a reasonable political solution, but the Tamil people
are not represented by the LTTE.

oG BOsnesy Bewdd Owmo
(oressryLil@ Heuprsesr SCagri)
(The Hon. Sivanathan Kissor)
Who told you that?

oG 5857 Besosvwm Ovm

(omessryLll@ Bafesr SFrpTiidas)

(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake)

That is the message India gives us. That is what India
and the United States tell us. The United States especially,
has banned the LTTE as a terrorist organization; the
European Union has banned the LTTE as a terrorist
organization. What is the international community telling
us? They tell us, “Yes, you must have a parallel political
process. But, at the same time, take the measures that you
are taking against terrorism”.

We are a sovereign country. We are a poor country,
but we have every right to take the necessary measures
that we deem correct against a terrorist organization. That
is what this Government is doing. So, when the political
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environment is hot, when the political environment gets a
bit heated up, the UNP and the Opposition want political
solutions to destabilize the Government. We are not going
to fall for that trap, very clearly. We want to get the
Budget through; we want to pass the Budget. Therefore,
we will hold our allies together. - [Interruption.] Hon.
Kissor, please keep quiet! Who wants to listen to you?
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(The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. RAMALINGAM
CHANDRASEKAR] took the Chair.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order - [Interruption.]
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, there is a point of Order. -
[Interruption.] Let him raise the point of Order.
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(The Hon. Premalal Jayasekara - Minister of Rural
Industries)
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(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left the
Chair, and MR. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Question put.

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the Voices, declared that the “Ayes*
had it.
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Divide!
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The Parliament divided under Standing Order No. 43: Ayes 88
Noes 12.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at  3.55 p.m. until  9.30
a.m. on Wednesday, 5th September, 2007.
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