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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m. MR. SPEAKER [ THE HON. W.J. M.
LOKUBANDARA] in the Chair.

Bedexry
9 Wlex 1Ly & 36l
ANNOUNCEMENTS

DHOIBNGHOr1ed BB

FUTBHTUWSTS FTTMIEHT
SPEAKER’S CERTIFICATE

DOINBDR s
(FUTBTWST Hj6uTSH6T)

(Mr. Speaker)

8 o yhonsIgm  ©w@sd Emdded meaRn®
010E%Hed 79 918 D1DEND amd, 2007 eendun @ 23 O
25 8853 vuvm wewsl vy ewYOuend wuAme wOWsY
®OB C¢ DO 507 @ Tend.

0808 YEusIcyCed vem® (w-dnn BBe®)

®@230¢ O02300 BEDE 0% £500eD

©@eD5) D800
SQrFTBISL GurmiiywwhdssT upplw

Guailers| @)reTL_Teaug 9 Bldhens
SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES

00 Bweaes Gtsee Owmo

(oreryllg allnwsre rreusas)

(The Hon. Wijedasa Rajapakshe)

OO ®OILNBHROB, g D10 BEIE O® ©WIed
@ O DD ¢ 85 @ @® OO WO EEICDEwWsT
988ud WO, 0® BEACO omd acwwn s8wm®E ymn
OO 1 DEIeBIeGIB D) eDD.

pens 20 00500 8g Yoy ©® w® guen, 9102
88Em0¢ Fwc®wsy 0¥y 00 enm 8g 8 @B VB,
308} FRED D80 BRwOB 0®w O ¢Bsies’. & amd,
GO oW wgh wmwmme Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon Limited - 85 mncwos Bded onecny »o0sieosy
3w ®JO e500s e BEAcD dode wewmw mC Beamba.

Sl s IO 0w BBe® @y ©w-D8dmne BBe®
PHNCw HOITIVD On B Bedmy ©® «w® Adenmg yE»
BBown 008 928es »0 Bedmds. dedvewsy ® OO
PIBDDS 8RO GO Bot®m O O B8Eeder 3B
amd, OO muenme B85 me gnd Be IB8sE 88um

2007 geodsn 24

1898

9008 ©1c8 WS 8g WO END ©wDEA DswaBe eOHE
PO 8060 & e Bwe® RIS BERNGD ww D18 ®OGnD
BBO B8O mrwnmw ©nd By ACHE BLEE 90 m3 01 B3®
0FReDEY PO ©® 3@ IEH® OEO Yy 200 8¢ B
Boadmn. 5O g@m00. OO punmw 0® 05 00 B»® Hesmd
»O@n BB emnwB ndwem B3, smen ¢cgendEsy
8On 00dm 2wdsioEd 88Ee adFem ol wnd® OB
ed0F DR QT @O Bedmrdo.

SDedd®, Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri
Lanka o= BEaeds 88w danows’ 008 wdiey 93wuxf
WO Bedmyds. 8 dedeFdwxs BBwO go BHriesd,
D0 D) 9EBDBET WG ® Bwred BeaHDS
€S MBOO s DD mwnmrwE SIWD g O
BB Fsenn 0E BIOE.

Sgw®0, National Transport Commission &z. &8 gy S
DwoOEE doemednn § 9eB®esiens’ Bwwd 20z
s®wd g8 o ®»J enm Bewxlesl. §O q®@ndd, O
DIBDBO ag BB 88 cEe-ume mod®sT @bn dcey
»08Bw »BEL o OB yhmew Bms B
20RO, 8 BdFeew ®»OYH ©wewI ©WeH GOB
Bedsiesy s8emdosy 12 ecomns s@ewm 05 endsy O©
8wwsy BBw@imcd 9 050d® w0 g 00®
D8m0005Y mS1en 83w WS,

g0, @Bewifm »Ogn B¢ aBwBw BEICD
w8edm0 Dalmd ww 8 Ofsen P&HAEH B8O
000 g 928un mOmD. OF Y 0n) ocy B8O, -
@® 6® o wB® o) e¢y) BEICD,- On edDDD msen o®
Do8m000 g #RED B0 Bedmo.

8 0 § G Y 080D, 000 munmIewsy e® O
@m0 000 ¥YBRwWS g5 D5 A0 eBemBIHO BNV OO
DIDDB, OO 0C® BOTD 0D BB PEDBIB®E
88008 g BBFvemw WO Bedsiewr). e®wmwe, 8wy
DCee0EY P YBHIC €vo mF B3P0 wdydeacwsy ®
230 §eg penmWs 13808 dw Bedsiesy.

& €»0 e ©-080m PHAEH BRIV ge WOy
988w wmomn. 2000 D8sed IBwm 3.18 ey ol
3801535 ©@® O 200 IBwm 2.5 ¢ af) ed® yBIcws
060 e®E FBBBDEBSE e Gw® Bwwd 33853
28) 0O Beamds. T Ppuns D00 Jhed Bwed
Bwwd 107857 918 00 Beadmyd. qud ¢88 05 quciws®
O g o B0 0RO wewo BB IO owd O
B88oderwW 00 @mwnmwd B 20 g BiFvems O
Bedm .

8 evd , oedom womd gogec - Employees Trust
Fund - seasiaos), § cmo GieodR e - SIi

Lanka Rupavahini Corporation - 8gaces &
Bedmiwnt e8nm Dalmdnf e@8 Beadmrdo.

B0 WDNEWROB, 8O @OHCD, KBm Booes e-085D%
33m8w B8RO ov Sods AlFsvew BABuvwm Bg »O
Beadmdr. ®HHD0 ®HBwWd yedned penmwd gws 0B
0O 00dE 358 weE) Jo BBO yewddmenw oy 8
IR0 8OO Bwr Jed dowE oW 0EB @D
BedmDr. & DO 30080 BE OHIE ©Dent
G8uE B8Bwm 4000 s®em D3z» 92O G8wE SCw»
750 eco housing project ¢m==0 Smencs Beams.
€m0 BB 1350 0NE @B A eom 5B 0
g B¥3Feewms »C Bedmdr. J IFHO 98 okded Byn
BB ccommed ©8vd B0 88 “ GAFS &eoen”



1899

[0 Besweaes Godseszstes @wmn]

e BEeE B omo OOsn Bdwes - Hom
peEd o 6i8eE 8Ewum 11.520 nFedd »me O -
Gi8sE BBum 2.5m0 dmen Bedm . ImO &8s oD
BedsTeosy 000 punm® SIS BE BEEHE.

8 ev0, @R BE ¢dn woednd - Building Materials
Corporation - iz Bwor Bedmd. O@ 0 08 B8x), o
D194 PR 83808 BedrTesy. Ow @mt) mB® wewo
BB O BEedgS, corporate plan dmnd ewnd B¢ O
MBO O eom @ pevmes DRSO @8 dw»
BB eenn 0HOn.

8 oo 9dsy BB w-dnd B8RO 2w Sdwmiws
DO, 5B mS € 0B w¥d BEICO Woe #RES
06 Bedm .

OG0 ®Ovnemn®:, National Gem and Jewellery
Authority ®m @8 om0 coigedsi AlSvme ®me
PIBDDBE; BEBO BT B IEDBE BNB HPBHBBH;
Bn0wmd 83w 0@ ®OYTHWO o wenmes; BBE
aBO 5B pennes. 98 »E@rmiemen Bgeed B
DO 5108B0 BB vemw Hewo. 200 gmudes O
nuiewd; B8O, 1w 8w BEO OB ®Own BIO wews
Besomacwns - laboratory- Oma wmed BE® esewo 2001 Desed
»OGR WOBID 8053 e Bedmd. o® wews HB8weE
EBwm 92& ©© Ppunmw oGeEO Oy WS eeD BeHI;
G ey Bedmryds. 8® i8sE SCwm Nm y@iemw o
o 0® D oY OO WOYH Gd®W WSO BNV
008 8215000w eNAIO B ©rBw Ded verrdR Bos
©@® JO0 O D1000DE C1eRBTD By @ewe® SR
Danews’ ¢88 o 8w 0D Beamda.

OG0 ®DOIBNEWROB, gomeD D8N LHRE® -
Export Development Board - 882¢ds au ©@8
debamws WO Bedmds. 08F ym Onews’ wEw
BeadTesy menmed siOFO8. »P, w6 ¢dry Dwc®sf
©8O® DED OO eOL PWHBIW ERIEWIO §&) e C1edD
pones. SO as 0wmsl 8cH 98D, eCBHO® wBnd
8BecHsI WS BedmDo.

O DOIBNBHROB, DD Jded @B Pay Yoww B
g0 9y ¢wd evdw W 0538 GeCo8sY oiBucE 8Bwum
1,627 ©® ©®» 80 Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign
Employment ewmme ©ided Bedmd. @, 11,1300
D00 O© 058 o 2O W»Ogm WO WL OO
DONSDROB, 00w ddvme »IFDe. 1991 8¢ Hey
008 Mmbeme ©BOITIVD & gudes ey S5m0 9CE &§¢&
e® O» 80 ggcg 168 Bded 000 punmed mP eom
Y. & Beso gwden Yoy S0 11,1308 0® O 80
D578 e B350, VYT 8w ¢ G181 SBwm 1,627
00 PBHDW B EOB PBHN. OO WIIBNGWROB,
e®wrd gy 16 mcwex 0dmdr. I ddeng nFFOGE
8RO g BoFsenw mSHH.

O DOINBDHROB, & OBHO ey w-DED VWO
B8EAcO agu 8n Sdnoww 98us WmOmd. 8 OBO®
8nJwem HEFOeE Y. dedvewsy ® O8 By wwiesB
@y g0 8O» O» me®zumor General Manager -Vanik
Incorporation  wmmed GeE mewddme BBON ™»J
Beadmdr. mih 0194 drROBW BBE 0¥cd® ga» i
ow 8¢ w0 Beasies’. Jewsy Gi8eE 88wm 104= o8
ewuddme mOE Gi8eE 8Bwsm 798 o cvsy Bedmrdo.
Oy meOmIed wY SOy wwisBed Hwimdow amd

208Ee®sInd

1900

ci8Bu BBum 25 oW 0@ OO ¢80 0dE Bedmd.
80 ©w®mB8D & ¢¢dw0 gur evednE® Y1 0O O®
yedred® s evm wmds. 8O g®HID, ERENI® B
oy Bowew B8 0D Beadmts. 0® iy w0505
ARed GG v 919« Vanik Incorporation gowmmed
posdsns »e Dod® 00 wswwsdn®end General
Managered@ accounts e¢ms acgensy 188 Ji0s Sane
e D0 0OE Bedmd. O Bes ¢DwmO 6530 0w Bn®o
ew General Manager »®s¥ed g @600 Beadmdr. 5HY)
OO @88 GeE ad ooy . I B Gi8sE e
2500 &) & Q0 0O PwHHWO B4R O Bedmo.

vemeg ®OEIm gofec Busles’. “widem @
DONBDROB, BT RCH §eB ©Bn&ed womEBws
gm0 @w8omd BwFdOm 085 ©Omey ©® ©widas
8025300 online emecNOWO 7 Se® eufrnedst ¢d BE
8809m0 gfesy 0 Bedmdr. 0® BByd0 BBsBn®ied
OB Beadny 900 Bledn qud 98un mosiny ¢ i
e 880 @B 0w O, BBeBRSed @ Bwexd
B0 me 0® vmEiNedsy GOyO amd D8O G8sE
B8Buwm» 400 8 uy Bw afcig 0 Gi8BeE SBwum»
1,200 080w 8¢ © O Oweowme 08cEO dcunE C®
AE® Beadmd Bwr. Pyewmeg Bensd @0@id Bunwesio
C 8002 00m B8 oC¢ AW iwmuen DRWO g
RIN®O eveddews’ 988un mImBr. SO @@BHCD ®J
DOIBNBDROB, gy B gNT g 8 @@ wwrd W §
88 -

@G @dst e®0n® Onmo

(womevsrLyfl@ Ceamedr SyLOTGIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

o O538n®8, COPE ©:8m00 8¢ duFuews’ ge
Bacwnt 9FE0 B3,

D0 08w0d gosIeydec @um (21®dn wo b®
8080 ginn® wY Pl ssed Ym
3-8 ®0)

(wrewryl@ Qwrrey CuieaTThgILsTGaT - Clb(H EHF TS,
ofdl  uUilallhsgs ewwdFmd YrETBISs S Aulldr  1pHH
GamevrFreyib)

(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle - Minister of Highways
and Road Development and Chief Government Whip)

50 BT 0O®ed D D5 HOBIH VY, @B ?

@0 Bsweots Gaseds @wmo

(wrewryll@ allnwgTs Fregusas )

(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe )

O0T OBIEROB, © nO® 9OC Wi [P BBOW]| ©c;
OE OB, 9O Bywr.

DO @81t yenusleyced Pwm

(wressryll@ Gewrre CuiarThbgiLarGer )

(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)

B @esIm®. ewddw 9uin. ¢ ecmm DDicw
@@,

@0 e8dsY a®dne® ®nm

(womevorLyifl@ Ceamesr ST GIBIS)

(The Hon. John Amaratunga)

ged ©wedn® om0 oemm® D) evw€cdy ™S
Beamd.



1901

@0 e8wdhd gonsicyced @wme
(wressryl@ e wrre CuieTThgiLarGer )
(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)

900 O e 9BI®.

@G Besseoes Gaeseszte Onmo
(wrewryll@ allgusTs Fregusas )
(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe )
OC OEROB, OO 9O By1.

DO @860 yonsIeyced dwme
(wresryll@ Q@wrre CQuiarThbgiLarGer )
(The Hon. Jeyaraj Fernandopulle)

9030 O e 9BIB).

@G Besiseoes Greserte O
(wreryllE allmwgsre rreusag )
(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe )
OO DHANIBNBHHOB, -

2DO5B2S)

(FUTBTWST Sj6uTHeT)

(Mr. Speaker)

@O0 ©BWIZNEDRD & Dolmd gdf vvEL ewddnn
0B, 8§ g0 8 gdos »OGH ©IE. »O® gdwemd BNV
30605y WOBIBY.

D0 Bwsees Gasee @wmo

(wrasrylE eflmwgrs rreusag )

(The Hon. Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe )

O DOIBNIDBROB, WSO OO B B0d @S
@I,

O DONEHROB, & DbmDO @OmHOD wy B
26D Emed & 0® ©o B®ed BuE edramen vule
OO P, g BB 928ux we gwenm 26
©B®IBTVD, 8¢ g guen D01 @D § gl on gn Bwdd
RO, Bwecy qud owldmzn DOTHm  Bwe. @O
DONDROB, & 450 sun wews pens 13 wOTLD
8e O @B O e, eCRE ol cren 0dicrn BO8®D
0857 ©HIDD ©wd MO B @ ® OO wKIDD
988us ®mom. & grwwn O -

i. Telecommunication Regulatory Commission
ii. Ceylon Electricity Board
iii. Bank of Ceylon
iv. Ceylon Petroleum Corporation
v. Gceological Survey and Mincs Bureau
vi. Sri Jawewardenepura Hospotal
vii. Board of Investment
viii. National Water Supply and Drainage Board
ix. National Lotteries Board
x. Public Enterprises Reform Commission
xi. Sri Lanka Ports Authority
xii. Land Reform Commission
xiii. People’s Bank
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i. Central Bank of Sri Lanka
ii. Airport and Aviation Services Limited
iii. Independent Television Network
iv. National Child Protection Authority
v. State Mortgage and Investment Bank
vi. Samurdhi Authority
vii. Urban Development Authority
viii. Development Lotteries Board
ix. Institute of Policy Studies
X. MILCO Private Limited
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i. National Housing Development Authority
ii. Ruhunu Development Bank
iii. Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship Trust Fund
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asked the Minister of Public Administration and Home
Affairs :

(&) Will he state the number of Sri Lanka
Administrative Service- Class | posts approved by
the Department of Management Services for all
the Ministries, departments and Provincial
Councils?

(b) Will he inform this House separately,—

(i) the number of vacancies existing in each
post in the aforesaid institutions; and

(if) the number of retired persons working on
contract basis in those vacant positions?

(c) Will he state,—

(i) whether action would be taken to fill the
vacancies in that Class by promoting the
officers in Grade | of Class Il to the vacant
positions in Class I; and

(i) if so, in what way?
(d) if not, why?
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Asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal administration,
and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public Security, Law and
Order :

(@) Will he state in this House the number of Cabinet
Ministers in the present Government?

(b) Will he inform this House of the specified number of
persons that can be recruited as members of the
personal staff and as advisors to a Cabinet Minister?

(c) If not, why?
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Asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal administration,
and Deputy Minister of Defence, Public Security, Law and
Order :

(@ Will he state in this House the number of Deputy
Ministers in the present Government?

(b) Will he inform this House of the specified number of
persons that can be recruited as members of the personal
staff and as advisors to a Deputy Minister?

(c) Will he state whether salaries or allowances are paid
separately to the members of the personal staff and
advisors so recruited?

(d) If not, why?
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the Minister of Agricultural Development and

Agrarian Services :

@)

(b)

Is he aware that employees named [. M.
Chandrasiri Hemakumara; W, G. Janaka
Chandrakumara; Madushika Hewawitharang;
Chandima Jayamali Adhikari; Chandima
Seneviratne; Nadeera Rajapaksha and E. D.
Abeysinghe who were serving at the Mahaweli
Livestock and Agro Business (Private) Limited
had been interdicted by its Chairman for a
period of more than three months without
notifying any charge?

Will he inform this House whether,-

(i) the Chairman of the said Company has a
special power to interdict employees in this
manner without a charge sheet being served;

the Chairman or the General Manager or an
authorized representative of that Company
participated in the case filed by the
interdicted employees in the Labour
Tribunal?

(i)
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()  Will he admit that it is a grave injustice to keep
these employees under further interdiction without
charge sheets being served?

(d)  Will he state as to what action he would take to
reinstate the above employees?

(e) Ifnot, why?
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(%) @erGmev, sreir?

asked the Minister of Local Government and Provincial
Councils, :

(@) Will he state,—

(i) the total annual revenue of the Nagoda
Pradeshiya Sabha in Galle District; and

(ii) the sources of such revenue separately?

(b) Will he inform this House,—

(i) the sum of money spent on the monthly
allowances for the Chairman and the
Members of this Pradeshiya Sabha;

(ii) the sums of money spent every month on the
fuel allowance, telephone charges and other
expenses of the chairman; and

(iii) the sum of mony spent every month on the
allowances and the salaries of the permanent
and non-permanent employees of the
Pradeshiya Sabha?

(c) will he state,—
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(i) the sum of money which is left for
development activities after money s

allocated for salaries and maintenance of the
Pradeshiya Sabha out of its total annual
revenue; and,

(if) if any act has been done contravening the
relevant Circulars or without the approval of
the Pradeshiya Sabha, the steps that would
be taken in that regard?

(e) If not, why?
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"JOINT DECLARATION

BY THE HONOURABLE MINISTERS attended the International
Workshop on Rainwater Harvesting held in Kandy, Sri Lanka, 27" - 29™
September 2006.

We, the representatives of the governments of the SAARC region
hereby declare that our governments will exchange our experiences,
knowledge and know-how and will embark on joint action of making use
of every possible method for rainwater harvesting, in order to make a
considerable contribution in solving poverty and water needs of human
kind, other living beings, and the environment.

Hon. Lyonpo Sangay Ngedup
Minister for Agriculture
Government of Bhutan

Hon. Prof. Saifuddin Soz
Minister for Water Resources
Government of India

Hon. Abdul Razzak Idris
Deputy Minister for Environment, Energy and Power
Government of Maldives

Hon. Gopal Man Shrestha
Minister of Physical Planning and Works
Government of Nepal

Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena
Minister of Urban Development and Water Supply
Government of Sri Lanka

Annexure to this Declaration is supplemented signed on this day 28"
September 2006 in Kandy, Sri Lanka.”
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Importance of Rainwater Harvesting

Water is the most basic resource in the world. It is also one of the
most essential substances for the biotic environment. Water is important
for all metabolic activities of living organisms. It is necessary for crop
and animal production and also for various other activities essential for
the livelihood of animals including man. It is necessary for various
physical and chemical reactions taking place in the nature. For example,
in the absence of water, rocks will not weather and development of soils
will be retarded.

Although Sri Lanka is a tropical island getting and annual rainfall of
around 1500 mm, there is a severe shortage of water in some Districts of
the Dry Zone of the country such as Anuradhapura, Hambantota,
Puttalam, Mannar etc. during some months of the year. As a result,
people living in these areas have to face immense problems in their day
— to — day household activities and also in crop production.

The earliest agricultural settlements were in the river valleys in the
northern and south-eastern plains and the main crop cultivated was paddy
under rain-fed condction. Hence, farmers were unable to cultivate crops
during the dry periods, which is about 4-5 months. In some years the
rains would fail resulting in crop failures. This situation promoted our
ancient kings to build large reservoirs and construct cannal systems to
divert water to the fields. The dry zone is studded with thousands of
ancient tanks of varying capacities. King Mahasen was instrumental in
constructing the first giant reservoir, the Minneriya reservoir which
covered nearly 1,900 ha. Other large tanks such as Parakrama
Samudraya, Mahakanadarawa Tank, Kala-wewa etc. were constructed to
collect rainwater for crop and animal production and various domestic
uses. The storage reservoirs, swimming pools etc. in the 5th century, rock
fortress of Sigiriya were dependent on rainwater.
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However, at present most of the tanks have got silted and people
living in the dry zone have to face immense problems in obtaining
adequate water for normal domestic activities and also crop production.
Crops in these districts fail causing considerable loss to the farmers and
seriously affecting food security in the country. Even in the wet zone,
there is a water shortage during some months of the year causing severe
hardships to the inhabitants of cities.

Water was considered a plentiful resource in most areas but with
increase in population, urbanization and modernization, water
requirement has-increased considerably. Exacerbating this situation is
the climate change which has resulted in a decrease in average rainfall
in many countries including Sri Lanka. For example, according to
meteorological data, the annual rainfall in Walawe has decreased from
2000 mm in the year 1901 to around 1800mm in the year 2000. Soil
degradation followed by desertification in many parts of the world
including Sir Lanka also has caused water shortages causing
considerable problems to the people inhabiting these areas. For
example, in Ethiopia, large tracts of land in the low country have
become desserts and plants of animal life can hardly thrive in such
environment. According to the International Water Management
Institute, nealy 1.4 billion people, amounting to almost quarter of the
world population will experience severe water scarcity within the next
few decades. Numerous data indicate that the world is running out of
freshwater and our demand for freshwater far exceeds its availability
and millions of people are forced to undergo problems.

Coming to our own country, the economy and the society had been
dependent on water since time immemorial. Our own culture was built
upon a hydraulic civilization. Rain water is the main source of water in
Sri Lanka. Rain brings down about 100 billion cubic meters a year to the
island, but about 60% of it, ie. Around 60 billion c.m tend to run off
finally ending in the sea. Hence, collecting of rainwater, usually called
harvesting of rainwater is extremely important from the point of view of
water supply for drinking as well as well as for other purposes.
Rainwater harvesting increases the water supply to the people, and also
reduces the power needs to pump water which is getting expensive
almost daily. By rainwater harvesting in the dry areas, and storing then
in tanks, people would be able to obtain an adequate supply of water.

The rainfall in Sri Lanka is bimodal and the average annual rainfall
is around 1700 mm which is considered high when compared with the
rainfall of many other countries. In the wet zone, which covers about
one-fourth of the country, the average annual rainfall is around 2400
mm, and in the dry zone, it is around 1450 mm. Some parts of the
country such as Hambantota District (arid zone) receives only around
1000 mm of rain annually. Even that is received only within 2-3 months
of the year, and there is hardly any rain during the other months. In
some parts of Sri Lanka, even the water that is available cannot be used
for drinking purposes because it has a high fluoride content or a high
salt content. Thus, water tends to be scarce in many areas of the country.

Population growth and better infrastructure facilities have resulted in
people migrating to towns, a process called urbanization. Thus, the
population density in urban areas is mush higher than the average for the
country. Fur example, in 2001, the population density in Colombo was
3,305 per sgq. km although the average for the country was 300.
Urbanization has resulted in an increase in demand for water for
domestic purposes. The population density in the urban areas has
increased considerably during the last two decades. For example, the
population density in Colombo and Kandy were, 1,089 and 446
respectively in 1963. Within 30 years, it has incrased to 3,084 and 665
respectively. The increasing in population in the urban areas and more
sophistication has caused an increase in demand in water in the urban
areas. For example the present annual water consumption in Colombo
City is around 100 million cubic meters. In was 97.7 million in the year
2000. Thus within period of five years, the consumption has increased
has increased by almost 2 million cubic meters.

The total rainfall received in the country is around 100 billion cubic
meters, and about 60% of the rainwater goes waste, At this juncture the
famous dictum of King Parakramabahu I, comes to my mind. He has
said that “ Let not even one drop of water that falls on the earth in the
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form of rain be allowed to reach the sea. Therefore, collection of
rainwater is extremely important. It saves water which otherwise ends
up in sea. It is also a cost saving measure, as water in urban areas has to
be paid for. It will also reduce flooding and saves purified water.

Rainwater is the most pure from of water, It collected properly, it
can be used for all domestic purposes including drinking. Some factors
such as population by extraneous matter (eg. Bird faecal matter etc. on
roof surface may affect the quality of rainwater collected). However,
even tap water tend to have such material and hence, comparatively
roof-rain water is satisfactory.

The rainwater that falls on the roofs of extensive buildings such as
hospitals, schools, housing complexes etc. in urban areas can be
collected in tanks in the premises itself. Water thus collected could be
used for numerous domestic purposes. This wall reduce water bills, save
purified water, which can be used for drinking purposes.

For centuries the world has relied upon rainwater harvesting to
supply water for household, landscape, and agricultural uses. Before city
water sistens were developed, rainwater was collected (mostly form
roofs) and stored in cisterns or storage tanks. Today, in many countries
such as China, India, Australia, Canada etc. rainwater is collected for
domestic purposes. In many Caribbean islands where rainwater is the
most viable water supply option, public buildings, homes, and resorts all
collect rainwater to supply their needs. In Hong Kong, rainwater is
collected from skyscrapers to supply water needs. In Sri Lanka too,
rainwater can be collected for domestic use in urban and rural areas. At
present, there are about 14,000 rainwater-harvesting systems mainly in
the rural areas. In view of the increasing demand for water there is an
urgent need to resort to alternatives and one of the most feasible is
rainwater harvesting.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved: "That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole
Parliament." - [The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena ]
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Considered in Committee. [MR. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1to 4 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

geedl OwrlBo tw 209800 2 ewHOsenE emIdea w;dwbd
BHIws @z w0l Hewlw o & omp emQ@om, w-ealdrn oHHO
9829 292 GE.

FLL_LOTE UTFHAPLD HNGVLILILD FL L APVGHITT LIGHIUITS ()5
CouswrpGlwsorss 1 1_swemull_ it g  FLi @psvd  Slpgs e
Yends GIFUIILILIL LS.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill. Bill reported
without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to. Bill accordingly read the Third time, and
passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Adjourned accordingly at 1.25 p.m. until 9.30 a.m.
on Tuesday 04th September 2007.
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