167 9 eis - 2 DD DEISES 2007 &8 10 9 TI)
QHTEHSH 167 - Qov.2 2007 sesreurfl 10, LyHeT S 1pewip
Volume 167 — No. 2 Wednesday, 10th January, 2007

HNEEeRI Sne

(e e08)
LIT T T@HLOGT D afleUT &mI%HeT
(@nGT FTL)

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

SHE IEID

QYHFTT YN FWH
OFFICIAL REPORT

(gecSnm Soum| ey HwssiiuLtsg/Uncorrected)



53 BOm 25002 Cr€R

SHEDHOEO D> B

DCE DHEED ecIEND

O HNOES @ DS EDFS BOCE S S VPO
DIDOS

Lig HTest 2 aTaTL$HLD

aflesT T HH@H S UTUILPQ afllenl ST

Qg Heveuriyls LG 7ewevr :
FIOTSHTET HLAILY FDSHSHGHLD QLS G - Spd& SO D& 6T
Q&MLLmer HMHBLTENSU [BlenEVEN LD GIhLD

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

ADJOURNMENT MOTION :

Peace process and current situation pertaining to Tamil civilian
population in the North-East



159 2007 &53208 10 160

NECRTDD
LIIT [J IT@H LDGYT D LD

PARLIAMENT

2007 &8 10 2 I
2007 sewrauf] 10, L5651 1pemin
Wednesday, 10th January, 2003

& . 9.30 O HSEeODO AeiBw. M) [ &9
CEIDDFTNT O] GEIeseed Ecs.

LUTTIT@BLOGT LD (Lp. LS. 9.50 L0GOAEEGS Il U/ FLITETUWST el ]jsker
[onawre i 1 idery). Gep. 6716 Gavrdeiem 1r] Swmeaanio a/klgsmiser.

The Parliament met at 9.30 a.mlR. SPEAKER [THE HON. W.

J. M. LOKUBANDARA] in the Chair.

CE eCamEe EEu e
Fog UEESOILL L LSS T mISeT
PAPERS PRESENTED

(190 OF ¢3m0w 05)) msE ®B@ICw Gy Bmes 838D wdern
8eC 3@m1p00wIed dmmsion ¢B0 @ ©0 el wedn ¢@ImBOde 8
823 2006 RFendRB @ 01 OB o 8O BedBe menE ©idn wenddow
BBO a0 ¢y @¢ OB0END - [ meE 0 Bl weedn ¢@imnn® o
@8 ¢oSm HOBOD ¢@ImBR® ORIV ©S; ¢70 GuelnD Wi 5]

c3168c565 O BJs @D Bewd I EE.
FLITLIL S F ) QUsSHd FLLewerufll L ).
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

e53es®
LDGY)| S FHGHT
PETITIONS

2DAIBNGSDDE)

(FLITHTWST e H6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

@G G205 QOB Qw0 - 58 syB.
@G ezid endiinm Gumo - 5B syd.
©0 B30 0 wmo - 5 &en vy».
@G 8. 85’ om0 - 5B my.

O BB NS FeAVSD OHDN

(oI GSTL1A1& Gu&EHLOGT WITLIIT 2 BLieiT $eor)

(The Hon.Lakshman Yapa Abeywardana)

@G DDTVIWROE, BB e ed o OO 88asIOs.

(1) ©@m3, OGO 296, BBEIm, gom 37 ¢S e 2D
8. 8. DBVetdn Vpimens’ G en®; e

(2) 9Bw®, O dem. destndsnwm @Om, g 145/33 ¢om
Bmed 628 &, 208dens® Qvmiens’ ¢@e ewns®.

DS GBE DI OHN

(Lorresor L0l revfled aumih & eor Qleor &)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

@ DDBOLWRDOS, S 6D erind cem ©0 88vmios.

(1) DEEe®d). BOEBII® 2308 ¢ 24-1/1 ¢S BSmedd 28
©.808.8.8.0%. Genl3en OmIens’ @)y cun®;

(2) e®600, dewrBcws. g 1660/1 & oo Bomred 28
@.O8. ZvBIC OmIeHST @) .

DABDNEDD)

(FLITHTWST e T H6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

©0; BB QR Dmd - 5B B,

DS 8. e, LIDB VNN

(LorresorLjLhl@ ereiv. 8. FiiflmI%)

(The Hon. S. KSubasinghe)

@0 DOITNLDROB, 606CITHGD, DO »OCw. gmmS 500,

FCEDD ©Om. g 2866 O Hmed &80 8. g ¢ 830
Owmiens’ e ein®s 08 88esios.

DABDNEDD)

(FLITBTWST e T H6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

®©0; 3. ®®eRE Dm0 - 58 y».

@G 98, B. 298G WCERITISD Q) - 5B BYD.
®0 £eB58 OBBIE, Qom0 - 58 B.

DS TNE QYeHeId o)

(oneETLIAG SLITE) GevuBFSET)

(The Hon.Deepal Gunasekara)

@ DODIIDRO, DEEHL), CDOESHTID. & ¢BOO0B 2555

©60¢ @8 6300853 Dwsietiens’ @y corin®n ©© 88vsios.

OEE T (3¢ DS DN L& IS CINDO DT (I

i3 Bewio 9S> €.

FLOFLIRESLILIL L 1069/ FFeTLT GUITH/I060)5 GUpSGSF FTLLE FL L aner

e .

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public Petitions

SEDOEO DD BEDS
@fleoT 1T S H@MH F& aUTUILPG aNleHL_FAT
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

DIAIDNEDDS)

(FLITBTWST e H6iT)

(Mr. Speaker)

@& ¢ 1-(3). ©5; & Gends @wmo.

DS B SHDS VN

(on s 10l @N0ds Teain)

(The Hon. Vijitha Ranaweera)

©0; DADIEHROE, @ OO NS gOB.

DS aS EscEnD I N (SHRIWS &) @SS FOIS)
(DT eSoT L0/ 9 hJT Lﬂa‘?tugc’ra%m wrlim  ~ 1&&gen Q&L T

LIMTLGY, &HHaU6D HenLDFF(T)

(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa - Minister of Mass

Media and Information)

®©0; OO, @D w0 Eemes 8YgBe® ¢@imrn&u;

c0E0S OO yEmW 888G O e 18 R WICWS ©1 SR
E3S>00.

SO O EnE o088 HEIO HewId I E.
@feo1/7606 LODGDITIE BT BN FLOF LILAGSFS FL LU LI/l L ).
Question ordered to stand down.



161 208Ee®53d 162

DOIDNEDDE)

(FUIMBITWST el Seir)

(Mr. Speaker)

& g 2-(3). ©5; 88m SendS Gmmo.

S B8 SHHDS VN

(onesarL 10l @1hds Teain)

(The Hon. Vijitha Ranaweera)

@G DNDNEHROB, © OO eI G

S S Eselan I VBN

(LM essT L L0 9 b7 Lﬂﬁ?mgg‘m@’r WITLILIT)

(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

@6 DNEHNOB, 099dd 0 CE® 8YeBe® @S
ONEOT OO yEmW 881G TO e ©ats B WICWHE @ @CEED
83590. [ R3O ]

@G D>OBIEROR, @O wed Becduwews’ 8RIE emISHS, 30100z
C o o gd OO ¢RI Bedndd. & Hed-

DS DS TN OHDN

(LT GST LA |G HOVITBITUIHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

@6 OO, e wocw Hedeed eSS, R ©BH
g@o. @8, ¢S a5 om e0R) Bedmdd. 95’ 6O OmdOS
® y@ow ¢ gne) Bedwiesd. v® Omcd® @i nH BE ACED
Bedmo. @0 noe © RO BE @ERI BeRH0.

S S Eselan W) VBN

(LM EssT L L0 9 b7 Lﬂﬁ?mgg‘m@’r WITLILIT)

(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

@G DDTVSHROR, 608 2O HEmWE BedmDd. Beoe eSS
2300078 080 RO BB BBV EsTHO BedD0. @ ®
o 3OBRBWO ¢TOTIHO, ©C wBNEHROR.

DOIDNEDDE)

(FUIMBIWST el sei)

(Mr. Speaker)

e® gmel @ B0 Doy, o8 630D BENCO w® w® OFFOGH
000 B HmIOWO @R 0. BB ©0w A o¢sv®, By
88w0-

DS DS TENNWD OHDN

(LGB LLAl& 2|0 ST BITUIHS)

(The Hon. Anura Dissanayaka)

@G DDV ROB, & BENCD 030D gD, emelsIess oy
EEDE O Bedwiess.

DOIDNEDDE)

(FUIMBITWST el seir)

(Mr. Speaker)

& o ©6; 3:0828w ¢000® 805E. 6® v © oEn® RO
Besind®, Secdwens’ ©f; ¢@8n8weds g0 e »EHHO. 6®
Ded emy0rs YEs BERS; I 6o n®ws Heamdd. & epd 8wdd
®TIB.

SO O EDE 9088 HEDO HewId I GE.
@fevr/T6n@! LOPGVDITIE BT GHND FLOSLILAGSSE &HL L eneTUiL L1/ L ).
Question ordered to stand down.

38esS gRIsIMES (SeERDIS
FDDTL YenIFH et BT FF T HaiT
ADVISERS TO MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

0643/°06

3. S Bedes gPDDIED SN

(LT eSor L L0 Hleaw & HbITILSGE)

(The Hon. Tissa Attanayake)

2850, 08208® »0 QVVE OB ¢@imsn®) ww ©8ed
@@oR®@ees’ ¢ gaEvw —(2):

(g) @86 g@um0:@wd ey & soes &S GImmORO, Ou0e5sm
OARORY @ eOEY 88 W3 B CeCRDOTD
DYDY WD O OO 00 ¢BOBTEHE?

(20) () @953 detd &5 S gfert OGS B¢ woes ¢

(i) &S eepo @Ysted BeEm® mOebe:

(i) credemdss dunswsl RYTI0 cvdyy D O, @50
@ G E @B geons sHum® Ol

(iv) ®@9530 2960 g o598 ®OYn mOete;

wBim 0053 05 Dnews’ dn®) wews’ BOTEHH?

(@) omdes 0, & O53¢?

S10G QST 60, BHOLiLTFeh pmh  waTaral 9 Llalhd %)

QELDFF(HLD FMDITLED YeOLOFF(hLOTE0TeUem TS GH L @ileorT :

(9) &PDILED Yenind AP GLD I Hel Supeian [Kmaiel k&6,

F O LIFGIT , In. " (b & &1 11601 K] & 61 g FElwerm Bm GLb
Blwiblg sl (heier BeuTgad el wWiralj 6feTLiemd%

sellGsenuns eui @& Fede oMl iimmm?

(@) O Qoud sei 6@l ey L Lien L uiled @ aiammy
BB& S 1111 (her 611 6ol [T 5
(ii) @gg’)&nm 9T SN SHenFHMLDSHENT UITENE,
(iii) 9, CevrF & el 67 60T M a6 & ull o @mj&@&'@

QUPEI GG FoueTd, G&T(hLULIeTaSeT Dm m/Lh

QUIPBISLILIL (HETET GTenedT W QU HS6T WITemal,
av) 9T SH@HEG QRUILIGHLGSLILIL (GG SHLGOLDSET WITEOE,

eTGiTLIGN g el SHeolldseofluinss @miiheunrm?

(@) QesrGmed, ereir?

asked the Minister of Agriculture, Irrigation and Mahaweli
Development and Minister of Environment :

(@ Will he inform separately to this House, the names
of advisors appointed to the Ministry of Environment
and to the Institutions, Statutory Boards and
Corporations which come under the Ministry?

(b) Will he state separately—
() the basis on which they were appointed,
(i) their qualifications;

(i) the salaries and allowances paid to them and
other facilities enjoyed by them as advisors; and

(iv) the duties that have been entrusted to them?

() If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Internal Administration
and Deputy Minister of Defence :

(@ Will he inform separately to this House, the names
of advisors appointed to the Ministry of Finance
and Planning and to the Institutions, Statutory
Boards and Corporations which come under the
Ministry?

(b) Will he state separately—
() the basis on which they were appointed,
(i) their qualifications;

(i) the salaries and allowances paid to them and
other facilities enjoyed by them as advisors; and

(iv) the duties that have been entrusted to them?

(¢) If not, why?
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(©) Will he state,—

() the reasons for the change of this location; and,
(i) whether he has come to know of any objection

by the employees in this regard?
(d) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. M.Joseph Michael Perera)
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)
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Do) CAT

asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Consumer Affairsquestion ordered to stand down.

and Marketing Development and Minister of Highways :
(@ Will he state in this House whether a decision has

DI

(FLITBTWSHT DaUT H6T)

been taken to shift the Intellectual Property Office (Mr. Speaker)
presently housed in the Samagam Medura on D.Ry . s 10-(1)
Wijewardena Mawatha, Colombo 10, to the Sathosa

premises at Vauxhall Street?

(b) Will he submit in this House,—

() separately, the monthly rent paid for the offic

OS B, eSInd 98HE eSS 9N

(torrewst L 1b@ eTtb. Gl enindsed GUIGTTT)

(The Hon. M.Joseph Michael Perera)

@6 DONBVIDROB, ©; 08 WSER0NWD QB0 ORNEOSS @0 I
)3 @D

at the Samagam Medura and the monthly rent

due to be paid for the near premises; and,

(i) the cost expected to be incurred for the
refurbishment or modernisation of the 3rd floor

DS &S SeclmD I VN

(oresor 1@ myg Uil grepeor  wiTiim)

(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

@5 ®ANEDROB, ©F; ¢IQmBR®I, FHBTIHS BBBIEH

of the building in order to house the office ey ww cris woen Rewdss 40mPRE OmEDE & Hrmwd

the said new premises?
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oo @ EDof 0fSoy HE0 Hewim T E.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)

@0 DNODEDROE, gV EQIBIPOI ONEDS & HBHWO
8805 0 O wemo ®a e BE PEEHOO.
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Question ordered to stand down.
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LAND ASSIGNED FROM MAHAYAYA ESTATE,
KATUGAMPOLA TO A PHILIPPINE COMPANY
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oM myLh

W T ©) & 60T LIew &

Cupesreieriiul L @iglh
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2 L 60l LY & en
OSFFMEhHSHILLILIL L el

@I gm?
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@eirBpev, eredr?

asked the Minister of Coconut Development and Deputy Minister
of Science and Technology :

(@ Is he aware that steps have been taken to assign

(b)

©

(d)
©)
®

a 50 acre plot of land from Mahayaya Estate in the
Katugampola Electorate to a Philippine Company for
banana cultivation after uprooting seed producing
coconut?

Will he state the said company’s name, how the
relevant agreement was entered into and the date
the agreement was signed?

Will he state in this House how the country will
benefit out of it and current progress?

Does he admit that this project was a failure?
If so, will he take steps to invalidate this agreement?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)
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MULTIPURPOSE CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES IN PUTTALAM
DISTRICT
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@etrGpe, ereir?

asked the Minister of Co-operative and Co-operative
Development and Deputy Minister of Local Government and
Provincial Councils :

(@ Will he inform this House separately, out of the Co-

(b)

operative societies of Puttlam, Navagaththegama,
Karuwalagaswewa, Arachchikattuwa, Chilaw,
Madampe, Nattandiya, Wennappuwa, Dankotuwa
and Kalpitiya in the Puttlam district, which have
earned profits and incurred losses in 2005?

Will he present to this House a list of annual profits
and losses from 2001 to 2004, separately, of all the
Co-operative societies in the district?
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(¢) Will he state,—

(i) whether the Board of Directors elected in 2005
for the Karuwalagaswewa Co-operative society

8les. B.ed.eo. 38R 0350m® & cwie OBz

2001 2002 2003 2004

was dismissed before its term expired; GO @8 @ B8 D 208 @ 208
(ii) if so, for what reasons; 9 moosesio® - 591 - 651 251 - - 352
0. »EOD» - 560 - 1689 - 736 - 1819
(i) separately, the amounts of money spent monthlly‘ 20e080 _ 9353 - 92883 16356 _ 9585

on the allowances and other facilities provided. gzfjocs=3n8s216 - - 1208 259 - - 661

to the chairman of societies that are being run
* 2omes 6053 6 coBRen 9o8n Vprm gwed 6RIE T 0 FROID THes

at a loss;

cOREOTS 2003 Dwel Rovews’ 6O BBO 8¢ me Heo B8P0 eve tvws

(iv) the total amount of money spent on the Chairmanee» #».

of each society in 2005 separately;

(v) whether the annual audit inspections of the
societies in the district have been overdue; and,

(vi) if so, what those societies are?
(d) Will he inform this House,—

() whether the purchases by the Co-operative
Societies of the district are done outside the

tender procedure; and,
(i) if so, the reasons for that?

(e) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa)
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6. ¢-ez000 854 - 475 - 118 - 2.75 -
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question proposed.
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(FUITBTWST e 61 )

(Mr. Speaker)
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Provinces, should be administered together or not, to 16th
November, 2006 in the Eastern Province and to 5th December
2006 in the Northern Province. This postponement by
President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga was the
twenty sixth postponement over a period of 18 years
commencing in 1988 and ending in 2006, starting with
President J.R. Jayewardene and subsequently effected by
Presidents R. Premadasa, D. B. Wijetunga and Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga. During the several
postponements effected by the President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga commencing 1994 and expiring
2005, over a period of 11 years, the present President
Mahinda Rajapaksa was either a Minister or the Prime
Minister in the Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga
Government, and therefore, accepted the validity of the
said several postponements effected by the President
Chandrika Bandaranike Kumaratunga as Executive President.

52 OBm©1m mion 88DE G mPe® 6wddznd §des winies’
@G @b, eI OF®). .0, 400 20 6@® BOo¢w Hedmo.
200 0000w 6w Sedmwn eNYm. eeI® HRBE. ©d; b
305353 ©5I5n®o.

The Supreme Court delivered its judgment off 16
October, 2006. The court held that the purported amendment
of the Section 37 (1) (b) of the Provincial Councils Act by
the President J. R. Jayewardene by an Emergency Regulation
was invalid and consequently the Proclamation made by
the President on "8September, 1988 constituting the
Northern and Eastern Provinces as one unit was invalid.
QBT FuTeT $HCLTSW HenaenIoE@hLD | have, Sir, dealt with this matter fully in the course of the

TAMIL CIVILIAN POPULATION IN THE NORTH-EAST

£ BNOES ) DS DEDDES ec@¢ E38E
LMD ST DOD DTITOW

FIDIT HTGT BLAILY FOFF@HLD UL %S - & 1p5G HIB 1p 105 HeT

While we respectfully disagree with the view taken by
the Supreme Court based upon a procedural flaw, itis
difficult to comprehend that this so-called procedural flaw
was discovered only after a period of eighteen years and

(The Hon. RSampanthan) after several successive Presidents had during this period

Mr. Speaker, | have given notice and accordingly moeeted in pursuance of the Proclamation made by President
the following Adjournment Motion. J. R. Jayewardene in 1988.

[g. ©0. 948]

O PG, wRssIes VN
(LoTGBTLILANG LT . FLDLIh GG )

“That the Parliament do adjourn today to discuss the following It would, Sir, be relevant to be reminded that but for the
matter of urgent public importance o order delivered by the Supreme Court ofi ®6tober 2006,
‘The peace process and the current situation pertaining to the Tapisident Mahinda Rajapaksa would have been required to
civilian population in the North-East of Sri Lanka'. make a determination on whether the poll should be held
h hich h h . or postponed by November, 2006 and given the condition
. The mat.ter whic h as pausefd t ”e mr?st utmost ar?lta}tmr{he Indo-Lanka Accord that, “All persons who have been
in recent times  in the minds of all who very much wisfjsiiaced due to ethnic violence or other reasons will have
the peace process to succeed has been the efforts atad ght to vote in such referendum (poll); necessary
mantling the merger of the Northern and the Eastern Pri, gitions to enable them to return to areas from where

inces. This development was in consequence of thigg, \yere displaced will be created.” And in view of this

petitions filed in the Supreme Court on the 11th of Julyyjition not having been fulfilled; it being well-known that

2006, by certain persons who in my submission do not fgll,qreds of thousands of displaced Tamil civilians,

within the category of nhistorical inhabitants of either the, i 1arly from the Eastern Province, had not returned to
Northern or the Eastern Provinces, alleging a violation §fe areas from where they were displaced and conditions
their fundamental rights. not having been created for their return; and over 250,000
It is relevant, Sir, to mention at this point that Presidefi@mil-speaking civilians largely from the Eastern Province
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga had oft 1baving been displaced in 2006, no referendum or poll could
November, 2005 made an Order under Section 37(2)(b)h@ve been held in terms of the said Indo-Lanka Accord and
the Provincial Councils Act, No. 42 of 1987, and publishdd the face of the said reality President Mahinda Rajapaksa
in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1420/27 of 23rd November, 200®uld have had no alternative but to postpone the date
postponing the date for the holding of the poll in regard fer the holding of the referendum or poll for a further date.
whether the two provinces, the Northern and Eastefhe only other alternative would have been for President
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Mahinda Rajapaksa to defy the Indo-Lanka Accord, an (c) that the petitioner’s application does not conform with the

international treaty, by which he is bound as the Executive  "Ulés of the Supreme Court,

President of Sri Lanka. It has to be pointed out, Sir, with (d) that the petitioner h_as failed to establish any infringement

respect that the judgment of the Supreme Court has had the of the fundamental rights guaranteed by Article 12(1) of the
. . . . . Constitution; and

effect of saving President Mahinda Rajapaksa from this

predicament. (e) that in the circumstances the petitioner is not entitled to

any of the relief as prayed for.”

The Governor of the North-East Provincial Council was The above, Sir, reflects the position taken up by the
one of the respondents in the said petition. It would I§governor of the North Eastern Province and therefore, by
pertinent, Sir, to quote what he stated in the said judicile Government of Sri Lanka in the Supreme Court. If the
proceedings. | quote from the affidavit datedt Bligust, above was the position taken up by the Government of Sri
2006 filed by him in court. In paragraph 03 it states: Lanka through the Governor of the North Eastern Province

in court, is it not obligatory on the part of Government to
“(a) the petitioner has contravened the rules of your Lordshipgustain that position? The court does not and indeed cannot
court by failing to cite the necessary parties to thiprohibit the merger. It merely states that a certain step taken
application; by President J. R. Jayewardene was defective and therefore
(b) that your Lordship’s court is precluded from granting the relieinvalid.
against His Excellency the President, as His Excellency the

President cannot be made a party to this application in terms It must be submitted, Sir, here, there is a very popular belief

of Article 35 (1) of the Constitution; among some ill-informed people that the Supreme Court held

that there could be no merger. The Supreme Court did not
hold any such thing. The Supreme Court merely held that
the procedure adopted by President Jayewardene to effect
(e) that t_he peti_tion_er is guilty of_ acqgiescen_ce in_ the subject mattghe merger, was defective. We therefore, submit, Sir, that it
g: ::I'ls application and / or is guilty of inaction and /o lackg opjinatory on the part of the Government to cure that
gence. defect. If the Government does not do so, it can only mean
at the Government is using the judgment of the Court as

These averments were made, Sir, by the Governor in %ne . N S . .
y an excuse to avoid fulfilling its obligation. It is relevant, Sir,

affidavit he filed in the Supreme Court because the pet'tlor%rexamine the official reaction to the judgment of the Court.

(c) that the petitioner’s application is time barred;

(d) that the petitioner is guilty of laches;

had made _h|s.appI|cat|on aftgr 18 years from the date (.)f ﬁe “Daily Mirror” of 17th October 2006, the day after the
purported infringement, the time limit for such complaints

. . o - dgment, reported that several ministers had at the
being, in terms of the Constitution, within one month . .
. overnment Parliamentary group meeting stated that they
the date of such infringement. . .
were unhappy with the judgment. Amongst them were, the
Minister of Trade, Commerce, Consumer Affairs and

Further, Sir, the historical inhabitants of the Easter . - : .
Province, the vital stakeholders, not having been ma éatrketlng Development and Minister of Highways and Chief

respondents in the said proceedings, the case of the v olyernment Wh[p, the Hon. Jeyar.aj_ Fernandopulle, the
stakeholders would not have been presented to court. jister of Foreign Affairs and Minister of Ports and

. . S . A\I/t|ation, the Hon. Mangala Samaraweera, the Minister of
needs to be pointed out that their application to mterve&e S . ) .
. . onstitutional Affairs and National Integration, the Hon. Dew
was also refused by the court. | have dealt with this mat{er L o
e : : . unasekara, the Minister of Healthcare and Nutrition and
fully, Sir, in the Statement made by me in Parliament'on . . -
November. 2006 eader of the House of Parliament, the Hon. Nimal Siripala
’ ' de Silva and the Minister of Public Administration and Home
| further quote Sir, from the affidavit of the Governor. mAffalrs, the Hon. Sarath Amunugamg. | have not the slightest
ara 09 it states: doubt that many other Hon. Ministers and Members of
P ' Parliament were of the same view. In a significant statement
“I am advised to state and therefore | state that the said regulatipp parliament on 19October, 2006, the Leader of the Sri

made by President J.R. Jayewardene under Section 5 of the Pu(i;#{: ; _
Security Ordinance had the legal effect of amending / modifying Secti hka Muslim Congress, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem stated that

37 (1) (b) of the Provincial Councils Act, No. 42 of 1987." | quote:

“..it certainly would be too naive to assume that Muslims would
be overjoyed..”

“ | further state that in the said circumstances, the fundamental That i di the d f the North d
rights of the petitioner enshrined in Article 12(1) of the Constitution al Is regarding the de-merger o € Northeérn an

Further, para 21 states, | quote:

have not been violated” Eastern Provinces.
He continues to state. Sir. in paragraph 34, | quote: “... knowing fully well the timing and the implications of this
’ ’ ' ' Judgement.”

“ | am advised to state and | state as follows :- .
The Hon. Rauff Hakeem further said; | quote:

“We cannot be naive so as to ignore the sentiments of our
(b) that the petitioner’s application is misconceived in law, Tamil brothers.”

3 — PL 001724

(a) that the petitioner’s application is time barred,
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[0 3. eBesies’ @wmo] Accord. We were informed by high officials in New Delhi
The Hon. Rauff Hakeem Sir, also emphasized: on 21st September, 2006 that the Sri Lankan Government
had assured the continuance of the existing arrangement at

“Of particular significance is the need to address the Muslim

dimension in a permanently merged Northern and Eastern Provinct _f.' meeting between the Hon. Prime Minister of India and

. o the President of Sri Lanka at Havana in Cuba in September,
That was a statement, Sir, made in this House on behalbghg.

the Muslim people by the Leader of the Muslim Congress,

the Hon. Rauff Hakeem. A delegation of the ITAK - lllankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi

- met with the Hon. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on
2d December, 2006 at his office in New Delhi. We told
d )e Hon. Prime Minister that the merger of the North-East

| have not the slightest doubt, the Tamil people and thdi@as the cornerstone of the peace process and that the peace

representing them including the LTTE, fully comprehen%focess WOEJ'd crL_meIe unless the merger was sustained.
and will accept. The Hon. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was in complete

agreement with that view and unambiguously reiterated to

It would be relevant, Sir, for me to examine the view: India’s commitment to the restoration of #tatus quo

expressed by the international community. The Co-Cha%teOf the merged North-East, as per the Indo-Lanka Accord.

of the Tokyo Donor Conference representing a group of . ) )
58 donor countries and consisting of Norway, the European™°lowing the judgment of the Supreme Court, Sir, the
Union, the USA and Japan have expressed their views"éﬂn' G.G. Ponnambalam MP, on behalf of the ITAK made

12" September, 2006 at their meeting in Brussels before fhatatement in Parliament on"19ctober, 2006 setting out

judgment and the Co-Chairs have stated, Sir, | quote:our initial reaction and sought a response from the
Government. The Hon. Prime Minister made a statement

“There should be no change to the specific arrangements farparliament on the merger of the North-East Provinces on
the North and East which could endanger the achievementﬁ{ November. 2006. The Hon. Prime Minister in the course
peace. The legitimate interests and aspirations of all communitie?, ' ; ' .
including the Tamil, Muslim and Sinhala communities must be that statement did r.IOt shut the door. He outlined several
accommodated as part of a political settlement.” options that were available to the Government. In fact, |

requested the Hon. Prime Minister to kindly send me an

The Co-Chairs issued yet another statement after tHenglish translation of the Statement he made in Parliament.

meeting in Washington D.C on 21st November, 2006 affd¢ was very kind enough to do so and | wish to quote from
the judgment which | now wish to quote, Sir. that translation, which the Hon. Prime Minister sent me. |

will refer to one of the options in the Hon. Prime Minister’s
“At the same time_ the specific arrangements for the North_ a'S’tatement.
East should not be disturbed as they are fundamental to continuing
the dialogue to achieve an agreement. The legitimate interests andThe moving of a Bill and passing the same in Parliament, under
aspirations of the communities, including the Tamil, Muslim anérticle 154A. (3) of the Constitution for the purpose of laying down
the Sinhala communities must be accommodated as part of a politiatessary criteria and formulating legal provisions to integrate two
settlement.” or three adjoining provinces as a single administrative unit, to decide
on a structure whether the integration of the said provinces should

That has been, Sir, the views expressed by the Co-Chifygontinued with or whether the said provinces should remain as
both before the judgment and after the judgment. The cgparate administrative units.”

Chairs of 58 donor countries; consisting of as | mentionedThis option suggested by the Hon. Prime Minister in the
before, Norway, the USA, the European Union and Japaaurse of the Statement made by him in Parliament'on 7
being responsible members of the international communiyvember, 2006 is akin to the provisions of Section 37 of
who were involved in the peace process of Sri Lanka, hawe Provincial Councils Act, subject to whatever
realized the importance of sustaining the merged Northodifications. The Hon. Prime Minister has thereby, on
East until such time as there is a final political settlemetile basis of this Statement, accepted that the Government
through negotiations, through dialogue and the Co-Chaitgh take corrective action.

have in no uncertain terms expressed that view both prior

to the judgment and after the judgment. Our neighbour, Sir,Sir, on the same datet” November 2006, | made a
and regional power India has been very much in touch wigbmprehensive statement in Parliament on behalf of the
the President and the Government of Sri Lanka on this is$ygK, tracing the history and justification for the merger,
both at New Delhi and during the Non-aligned Summit gtating our views on the proceedings before the court and
Cuba in September, 2006. It was the Indo-Lanka Accord@jing the Government to take necessary corrective action
29" July, 1987 which brought about the merger of thg restore thestatus quo ant@ertaining to the merger.
Northern and Eastern Provinces as one unit on the basis of

the historical, incontrovertible reality that the Northern and On 16" November, 2006 a delegation of the lllankai
Eastern Provinces were the areas of historical habitationf@mil Arasu Kadchi, on the invitation of the President, met
the Tamil-speaking people. New Delhi has expressed \Wgh him. Matters pertaining to the merger of the North-
strong commitment to the provisions of the Indo-Lankaast Provinces were discussed. After the said meeting, the

This dimension, Sir, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem referred
is the legitimate aspirations of our Muslim brethren whi
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ITAK met with the Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, Leader of We also pointed out to you that any poll in the Northern or Eastern

the Opposition. Consistent with the position taken by rﬁéovince to determine whether the two provinces should be one unit
: r be separate, can only take place when there is in existence a North-

party S'n(.:e the annoqncement of the court !Udgmem' t Province, constituted as one unit, and in accordance with the
Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe assured us that his party woplévisions of the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement.
extend to any legislative measure to validly restorestiiels

quo antepertaining to the merger the fullest support We also pointed out to you, that you could without difficulty muster

the required support in Parliament to cure the defect pointed out in
the judgment of the Court. Since meeting with you, we have met
Subsequently, on ZONovember, 2006, | wrote tOwi'[h Hon. Ranil Wickremasinghe, MP, Leader of the Opposition who

President Mahinda Rajapaksa and | would seek YQ44& assured us that his party would extend to any such legislative

permission, Sir, to read that letter to this House. measure to validly restore the Status Quo Ante, the fullest support.
Many other parties will extend to you the fullest support. You will
It states, | quote: definitely receive overwhelming support, to have the required

“Your Excellency, legislative measure enacted.

Merger of the North-East Province DS 9D, 8. BNE VN (EDEEC &) DIFRS DO Becsiess

FIDBHEI)
| refer to the discussion we had with you on thé" iéstant in (oressill@ erd. 9yi. WSSTLT - alfdsHs, almewnilL
regard to the above. leyeusvsar LT ewnd&i)
) . ) o ) ~ (The Hon. H. R. Mithrapala - Deputy Minister of Trade and
You will appreciate that this the most basic issue in the evo'““@fbmmerce)

of a negotiated political solution to the Tamil question.
Hon. Member, are you agreeable to hold a Referendum?
We impressed upon you that the Northern and Eastern Provinces
were constituted as one unit, on the fundamental and incontrovertible

basis, that the said provinces were the areas of historical habitation .
. ! DS NE. s DN
of the Tamil speaking people.

(LoMeBsT L LA 40T . &FLDLITh 0T )
This fact was accepted in the Indo- Sri Lanka Agreement signed by(The Hon. RSampanthan)
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister of India and Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, . . .
President of Sri Lanka on 29July 1987. This we submit is an Aﬁe_r | finish my SpeECh’ I will Certamly reSpond to any
international treaty which Sri Lanka is bound to honour ardUestion you raise.
implement.

Under the 18 Amendment to the Constitution and the Provincial oJd; 8. #&. 8nwe oo
Councils Act, President J. R. Jayewardene had constituted the tw@,; ey 19 oré. . 10SHTLTe)

provinces as one unit. (The Hon. H. R. Mithrapala)

After the constitution of the two provinces as one unit, he provided | asked for a clarification.
for the poll to determine whether the said two provinces should
continue as one unit or be separate.

) O3 NE. BT Vo
The date for the poll has been extended by President R. Premadas&ﬂmuﬂ@ B FBLIBSET)
D. B. Wijetunga and Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga for over )
a period of 18 years. Three successive Presidents have theretyl N Hon. RSampanthan)
accepted the constitution of the Northern and Eastern Provinces ag il be dealing with that matter as | go on. Sir, | further
one unit by President J. R. Jayewardene. They thereby honoured - .
and implemented the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement signed between %Ote from my letter to the President:

Heads of two States. “ We also need to point out that the constitution of the Northern

The Supreme Court has held that the amendment of the Provingﬁ%‘? Eastern Provinces as one unit, relates to the basic fundamental

Councils Act by President J. R. Jayewardene, by an Emergeﬁ' ts of the Tamil speaking peoples, and is also intended to attenuate
Regulation is invalid, and therefore of no effe,ct in law and th%l? injustice meted out to the Tamil speaking peoples in the Eastern

consequently the proclamation pertaining to the constitution of t govince, by _the Sri Lankan State, since Independence. This ba5|_c
two Provinces as one unit is invalid. undamental right cannot be set at naught by any reference to Tamil

militancy. It must not be forgotten that such an arrangement was
The Supreme Court has not held that the provisions of the Ing@ntemplated even in the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact of 1957,
Sri Lanka Agreement or the legal provisions pertaining to tHeng before the birth of Tamil militancy.
constitution of the two provinces as one unit are invalid. It only
questions the procedure adopted by President J. R. Jayewardene Amy effort to use the technical flaw referred to in the judgment of
constitute the two Provinces as one unit. the Court, to dismantle the constitution of the North-East as one unit,
. in accordance with the provisions of the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement,
You told us that you had instructed the Attorney-General to malg, |4 only mean that the Tamil speaking people are being denied a
submissions to Court to prevent the dismantling of the North-Eastiag;ic fundamental right recognized by the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement;
one unit and that you were not happy with the decision of the Coyfat the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement itself is being disregarded; that
the unjust gains brought about by the Sri Lankan State since
We urged you to take necessary corrective steps to constitute ittependence in the Eastern Province, so as to disproportionately
Northern and Eastern Provinces as one unit, so as to remove ltaeefit the Sinhala people is sought to be retained, and that the
defect pointed out in the judgment of the Court. This also beconféevernment is not concerned about the Tamils concluding that they
necessary considering that no appeal is available from the shé¥e once again been cheated. It is my duty to point out that such
judgment. an unjust course of action cannot bring about peace.
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[06; @05 e®wsies’ Swmo] and the incumbent President Mahinda Rajapaksa was the
| appeal to you to do the correct thing, by taking corrective actiddrime Minister, the UNP and many of us, the minority
to restore the Status Quo Ante pertaining to the constitution of Ib‘arties, would have supported that and it would have been
Northern and Eastern Prov'lnces as one unit, and thereby honB'é.rssed in Parliament by a two-thirds majority. President

and implement the Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement. . . . .
Mahinda Rajapaksa himself would have supported that in
I look forward to hearing from you in regard to your decision. Parliament on that day because that was his Government'’s
decision and the MoU was brought before Parliament and
I have received an acknowledgement from Hibled in Parliament in terms of a decision of his
Excellency the President to my letter, but he has nGpvernment.
responded to the contents of my letter. We urged, Sir, i

that letter that corrective action be taken to restorsttias . o
the tsunami has helped forge a political settlement between

quo antepertalnmg o the constltufuon of the Northern andj'e Indonesian Government and the rebels in Aceh. And
the Eastern Provinces as one unit and thereby honour an

implement the Indo-Lanka Accord. As | said before, wgéjay there is peace in Aceh. If the_ P T.OM.S arrangement
. had not been struck down on a petition filed in the Supreme

received an acknowledgement. .
Court and had been implemented, the country would not

More recently, Sir, the Hon. Dilan Perera, Deputy Ministebre in the dire crisis in which it is today.

of Justice and Law Reforms, in a statement to thet js absolutely imperative, Sir, that the persons who

Virakesari , the Tamil newspaper, referred to def|c|enc|qﬁ)posed the P-TOMS Agreement C|ear|y understand that.
in the Sri Lankan Constitution, which were an impedimeftyat js, had the P-TOMS Agreement been implemented and
to the resolution of the national question. He also staigg post-tsunami operational work commenced, this country

that the bifurcation of the North-East had retarded thguld never have gone into a situation of further conflict
prospect of a resolution to the national question. He furthgqq war.

stated that if political decisions were continuously reversed

by the court, the Tamil people would begin to regard the presjdent Mahinda Rajapaksa has talked of a Referendum
court as belonging only to the Sinhalese people. Thisgis 3 means of deciding whether the North and East could
what the Hon. Dilan Perera has said in an interview to thg merged. Sir, it is necessary to point out that the policy
‘Virakesari’. Tragically, Sir, the Tamil-speaking peoplejocument presented to the country before the Presidential
strongly feel that way because the five-judge bench in thgsction, the “Mahinda Chintana”, though it contained
de-merger issue comprised entirely of judges who were frog}erence to various aspects of the North-East conflict, did

the Sinhala community. Given the strong ethnic dimensiggt contain any reference to the dismantling of the North-
of the issue before the court and the sensitive issue of gh&t merger.

rights of Tamil-speaking historical inhabitants, a court
reflective of ethnic pluralism would have been free of suchThe two Agreements signed by the Presidential Candidate
suspicion. Mahinda Rajapaksa with the JVP and the JHU did not
_ _ _ contain any reference to the dismantling of the North-East
Even more tragically, Sir, three of the judges who heaggbrger, thought the Agreements substantially related to the

the de-merger issue also constituted the Court in the cRgfth-East question. The North-East merger existed at the
pertaining to the P-TOMS, the Post-Tsunami Operationghe of the Presidential Election.

Management Structure. That matter also related to tsunami

reconstruction in the predominantly Tamil-speaking North- |t js clear, Mr. Speaker, that President Mahinda Rajapaksa
East. Itis well known that this arrangement too was struglg not obtain a mandate from the country for the
down by the Court and yet another opportunity to get th&mantling of the North-East merger. The country could
peace process back on track was lost in that way. have well taken the view that it would be a very unwise

_ o - step. Itis my contention that a well informed country would
I remember, Sir, the Hon. Maithripala Sirisena, who Wggye taken that view.

then the Leader of the House, wanted to table in

Parliament the MoU for the establishment of the Post-It must be pointed out, Sir, that President Chandrika

Tsunami Operational Management Structure, the P-TONB@ndaranaike Kumaratunga, who wholeheartedly supported
arrangement and there were Hon. Members in this Hoube Indo-Lanka Accord, polled 62.28 per cent of the vote

who tried to manhandle him; physically prevent him frorat the Presidential Election in November, 1994. President
doing that. But despite that, the Hon. Maithripala Siriselghandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, who continued with

tabled that MoU in Parliament. If there was a vote takéfme North-East merger, polled 51.12 per cent of the vote at
on that in Parliament, | have not the slightest doubt, tiae Presidential Election in December, 1999. As pointed

that would have been passed by Parliament by a two-thiad# by me earlier, Sir, President Mahinda Rajapaksa was a
majority, not by a simple majority, but by a two-thirddinister and thereafter Prime Minister in the Governments

majority. The Government of that time, when Mrf President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga and
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga was the Presidaa¢epted the policies of the said Governments.

nSir, in Aceh in Indonesia, the opportunity afforded by



195 2007 2208 10 196

President Mahinda Rajapaksa, Sir, polled 50.29 per c@aistern Province on its own in 2006. An examination of
of the vote at the Presidential Election in November, 200be results of these elections would clearly indicate its
Though the Tamil people largely did not vote at thgismal performance even in the Sinhala majority local
Presidential Election in November, 2005, Presideatithority areas, invariably ending up at the bottom of the
Mahinda Rajapaksa did not win in any one of the electofat, not winning a single seat or winning just one seat and
districts in the North-East. He polled less that his rival irery rarely, | repeat, very rarely, two seats. It did not have
the Jaffna and the Vanni Electoral Districts in the Northeamy chance in the predominantly Tamil-speaking, Tamil or
Province, and less than his rival in each one of the distriMsislim local authority areas. | wish to raise the question,
- Batticaloa, Digamadulla and Trincomalee - in the Eastemr. Speaker, as to whom the JVP represents when it raises
Province. It cannot be claimed that President Mahing&se extreme anti-minority positions that cause much harm,
Rajapaksa has a mandate from either the Northern Provipagticularly to the Tamil-speaking people in the North-East?
or the Eastern Province, particularly in regard to matterhe JVP, Sir, had the audacity to aver in the petition filed
related to the North-East. This, Sir, is the factual reality the Supreme Court on the merger issue that 62 per cent
which, in the present circumstances, needs to be state@f the land area in the Trincomalee District and 72 per

cent of the land area in the Ampara District are Sinhala

The Indo-Lanka Accord of 29July, 1987 and the majority areas, though the Sinhalese are only 25 per cent
Provincial Councils Act, No. 42 of 1987, contemplate ef the population in the Eastern Province, 33.62 per cent
Referendum to be held only where adjoining provincés the Trincomalee District and 37.64 per cent in the
have been constituted as one unit with one provinciampara District.
council, one governor et cetera. The Indo-Lanka Accord
further stipulates in paragraph 2.4 that “All persons who

have been displaced due to ethnic violence, or other reasngan ttr?e é]VFt) epr;Iam_ to this cour;tr)(/) ggw the Stlnhilsegs
will have the right to vote in such a referenduny?C IN the Eastern Frovince were only U.os per cent in ’

Necessary conditions to enable them to return to aréa@G per centin 1881, 4‘5.3 per cent in 1921 and 9'37 per
nt in 1946, about which time the country attained

from where they were displaced will be created.” Hundre £

of thousands of Tamil people continued to be displac LEfjependence,. came to- exercise cor_wtro_l over 62 per cent of
the necessary conditions to enable them to return have 8%:]""”? ardea in the '{rrllncAomaIee %?‘t:'(.:t t??ndT7hz p\)](i;chnt
been created and with all the violence being unleashed". € 1ang area in the Ampara District: 1€ JVE IS
against the Tamil people in the North -East present viously thinking that such an outrageous situation is
several tens of thousands more of Tamil people grfectly justified and that the Sinhala position in the

continuing to be displaced. In these circumstances, gstern Province must get even stronger. It is such

Referendum or any other electoral process in the pres iﬁproportionate, unreasonable and unjust claims that are
situation would be illegal, fraudulent and totall e key factors motivating the bifurcation of the North-East,

undemocratic. a (_jeterm}natlc.)n in the crudest pO_SS|bIe way to retain the
unjust gains since the country attained Independence. Very

We would strongly urge that the Government should n® grly_the_ |ntgnt|on 'S to cor)\{ert the Eastern Province
Ry ich is historically and traditionally a preponderantly

allow itself to be goaded by some of its alliance partners’.” . . . . . S
to take actions that would be against the Iong-terrﬁ]\ajor'ty Tamil-speaking area into a Sinhala majority area

interests of this country. We strongly submit that t th? earliest. HOW can the Tamil-speaking people, .S'r’
Government should not make the judgment of the co {JS|ImS and Tamils, who are 62 per cent of the population

an excuse for embarking on a course of action thatofﬁ
fraughtwith frightfully harmful consequences. w

the Ampara District have only 28 per cent of the land,
ile the Sinhalese who are 38 per cent have 72 per cent
of the land? It is the question that needs to be answered,
gvhich the Tamils and the Muslims will answer in due course

The option outlined by the Hon. Prime Minister in hi ether

Statement on 7 November, 2006 and referred to by m&9
earlier provides an opportunity. We would strongly urge
the President and the Government to take corrective actioh wish to make it perfectly clear, Sir, that my arguments
as the judgment of the Supreme Court only outlines aee not advanced against the Sinhala people. As | have often
procedural flaw in regard to the manner of the merger Stated in this House before, | have much affection for the
as to restore thstatus quo antepertaining to the merged Sinhala peasant who in my view is a very decent human
North-East. Such a measure, we are certain, will halveing because | have mixed with them so freely and they
overwhelming support in this House. have mixed with me so freely, that | know that the normal
Sinhala peasant is a very decent human being. | do not
It was the JVP, Sir, which mounted challenges againgant to be misunderstood as saying anything against the
the P-TOMS arrangement and the North-East mergerSmhala people. But it is our duty as elected representatives
court. Both these arrangements pertained to the Norfithe Tamil-speaking people to ensure that the legitimate
East. The JVP contested the Local Authority elections iitterests of the Tamil-speaking people who have never had
the Digamadulla and the Trincomalee Districts in thequal treatment in this country are adequately safeguarded
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[0S @8. ©@szizs! Swmo] Tamil civilians in the Eastern Province, are presently
at least in the areas of their historical habitation, againging specifically targeted through violence to weaken the
the political machinations of those who want to promot®amil people. The majority of those who have been
Sinhala hegemony and supremacism in every part of theplaced, amounting to over 250,000 in 2006 and those
country. This is what, Sir, we find unacceptable angho have fled from the country to Tamil Nadu in South
something that we possibly cannot condone. India also in 2006, amounting to over 16,000 are from the

Eastern Province.

The electoral verdicts at elections in the North-East since
1956, have clearly demonstrated the Tamil aspirations; theyt is the failure of successive Governments, Sir, to respect
have overwhelmingly supported the Federal Party and atigs democratic verdicts of the Tamil people that has resulted
1977 till 2004, the Tamil United Liberation Front. Thign the conflict. It must not be forgotten that in this country
has been so at the Parliamentary Elections in 2004 anddhly Tamils were victims of violence till about the late
Local Authority Elections in 2006 in the Eastern Provincg970's and early 1980’s. For over three decades we, the
in the Trincomalee and Digamadulla Districts, which wemamils were engaged in a peaceful non-violent democratic
contested on the ticket of the Federal Party. An examinatiruggle, but did not achieve anything.
of the results would cleanly demonstrate the wish of the
people. Local Authority elections were not held in the What happened to the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam
preponderantly Tamil Batticaloa District and the districBact? What happened to the Dudley Senanayake-
in the Northern Province. Chelvanayakam Pact? Did we ever raise a gun? Did we

ever attack a Sinhalese person? Did we ever attack a Muslim
rson? Did we ever attack anybody? Were we not the
the last election held before the displacement of Tamfl ly ones being attacked? \,/’Vere the Members of I?arliament
commenced in 1983, due to violence unleashed agam {)performedSqthyagraha at Galle Fa_lce Green In 1956
them, the TULF won the elections in every district in t ot gttacked?. Did the_y nqt_blged? Did they not come to
North-East: Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya, Mullaitivu' arliament with bleeding injuries? Were our people not

Trincomalee and Batticaloa other than Amparai. Sin%;ssgcred _in all parts of the cogntry? Were our people not
the formation of the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, the § en in ships to Jaffna and Trincomalee? Do not talk of

Lanka Muslim Congress has received substantial sup BFE.LTTE ?r?d tallk Of. \folencg ?ﬁ if you ?rehall |rt1)nocenr:
of the Muslim people. abies or the only violence in this country has been the

violence of the LTTE. LTTE was never created by us. LTTE
) ) . was a phenomenon created by you, by the violence
Thg electoral verdicts delivered in the North—E_ast r_laﬁmeashed by you on the Tamil people. Please, do not forget
consistently supported a North-Eastern Tamil linguistigat. But, we want all this violence to come to an end. We
region. This has been the cornerstone of any peacgfdht all violence to come to an end and we want talks to
political resolution of the Tamil question. This is theye place and a solution to be taken place on the basis of
accepted position of all Tamil political parties - every oRgks. It must not be forgotten, Sir, that only the Tamils
of them. were the victims of violence till about the late 70s and early
80s. For over three decades the Tamils were engaged in a
Even the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact of 1987aceful, non-violent democratic struggle but did not
contemplated the concept of a Tamil linguistic region. dthieve anything. This is a fact that cannot be denied. The
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact was implementazhflict cannot be resolved by subterfuge and devious
a Tamil linguistic region would have become a reality deceptive processes; such action would only aggravate the
1957. This, Sir, is intertwined with the dignity, personabnflict.
security, and well being of the Tamil-speaking people. A
compromise on this fundamental position will endanger theSir, if governments can be established and governments
dignity, the security, and well being of the Tamil-speakir@gan be changed on the basis of the Sinhala vote in the
people particularly in the Eastern Province. The Tansibuntry, most parts of the country being Sinhala majority
struggle in the past 50 years has been primarily to safeguenehs, why should not the Tamil-speaking vote determine
the interests of the Tamil-speaking people in the Eastéhe right to governance in the Tamil linguistic area in some
Province, who faced the danger of being devoured dgequate and durable way? The North and East are
Sinhala colonization in violation of the Bandaranaikemquestionably predominantly Tamil-speaking contiguous
Chelvanayakam Pact of 1957 and the Dudley Senanayakeas. Every district in the North and the East has a Tamil-
Chelvanayakam Pact of 1965, which were intended gpeaking majority. Why have you not respected our verdicts
terminate Sinhala colonization but which were naf 19567 Look at the results in 1956; in 1960 March; in
implemented and colonization continued. The Indo-Lank860 July; in 1965; in 1970. We have overwhelmingly
Accord recognized this reality. Any effort to subvert th&upported a federal solution. We never asked for separation.
acceptance of that reality would destroy all prospects oTlaere was no violence on our side. Our election manifesto
peaceful resolution. in 1970 clearly stated that we opposed separation. It is there

At the District Development Council Elections in 1981p,e
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in the Parliament library. You can go and see it. We toldEighty ex-servicemen have already come for settlement
the Tamil people, * Do not support separation; vote againstTrincomalee and more are to come. He goes on further
any candidate who contests on a separatist ticket” and mangtate, | quote:

of them lost their deposits. Is that not the truth? What did

you do to bring about a solution to this country? Nothing! “Not only Sinhalese extremist leaders, but also Buddhist monks
You only kept hammering us. | was in tBathyagraha have been associated with the plan for the dilution of the Tamil
campaign in 1961. We were assaulted. We were lockedpgsence and influence in the Eastern Province.”

in Panagoda. We were the first occupants in the Panagoda

Army camp before the Army went there. That was what It will not stop at Trincomalee. It will go to Batticaloa.
happened to us and today you talk of LTTE violence. Wewill go to Ampara. We can be sure about that. | would
do not support violence at all. We are against all forms life to know from some responsible person in Government
violence. We want all violence to come to an end - bowhether this information is correct. A person who held the
on your side and our side and we want all the peoplef@st of Additional Secretary in the Cabinet Secretariat in
live in this country in terms of a respected dignified solutiddew Delhi in the Central Government has written an article
where we can live as brothers; as human beings. The camBere he says that on December 30th a batch of 80

of the conflict, Sir, not coming to an end, has been tiénhalese ex-servicemen have already been brought to
refusal to recognize this reality. Trincomalee under army protection to be settled in

Trincomalee. Is this correct, we would like to know? There

We would urge, Sir, the Government to adopt a just ajg@ds a time in 1983/1984 when you tried to settle ex-convicts
reasonable approach to resolve the national question i @he Manalaru area, in the Weli Oya area to prevent the
manner acceptable to the Tamil- speaking people of iéntiguity between the North and the East and we know
North-East. Efforts to destroy the Tamil struggle throughyghat happened. Violence escalated. Now is this true? |
military action against the Tamil people, or to destroy Tamijould like before this Debate ends for somebody on behalf
solidarity through subversion and intrigue must inevitabbf the Government to kindly tell this House whether 80
fail. Sinhalese ex-servicemen have been brought to Trincomalee

Before | conclude Mr. Speaker, | want to make referen@8 the 30th of December under army protection to be settled
to a rather interesting article which has been written by M. Trincomalee? If it starts in Trincomalee, it will happen
B. Raman who was Additional Secretary in the Cabintt Trincomalee, it will happen in Batticaloa, it will happen
Secretariat of the Government of India at New Delhi af@Ampara and it will happen all over the Eastern Province.
who is presently Director, Institute for Topical Studied/Ve can be sure about that.
Chennai. He writes on behalf of the South Asia Analysis
Group. What he says is very interesting because it is veryi€ goes on to state further, | quote:
thouqht provoking and thl_nker.s and analysts who a‘re“The ultimate objective of Mr. Rajapaksa’s advisers is to reduce
watching the development in Sri Lanka are probably at%#é Sri Lankan Tamils to the status of the Red Indians (of Sri Lanka)
to foresee where Sri Lanka is going or where the TamilSkigpt confined to certain reserves as museum pieces. A more anti-
Sri Lanka are being taken to. | place on record some of @il group of hardline advisers Sri Lanka has not had since the
paragraphs of Mr. Raman’s article. He has talked abd@gils rose in revolt in 1983."

President Mahinda Rajapaksa pursuing a strategy for a _ _ _ _
dictated peace in an earlier article. We are goint to be like the Red Indians. According to

Mr. Raman the Tamils of Sri Lanka who are a historic race
In this article which appeared in the ‘Daily Mirror’ of 09twith an ancient civilization, an ancient language and who
January, 2007 Mr. B. Raman states, | quote: have historically inhabited a certain area are going to be
like museum pieces. | may not be living in that land. |
ay long be gone by the time that happens but those Red
dians are bound to be very dangerous people, that | am
quite sure about.
This is exactly what | have been saying. He further states,
| quote:

“In pursuance of its strategy for a dictated peace, which will remo
the Eastern Province from the control of the Tamils and uItimate}('
convert it into a Sinhalese majority area......... .

DADNEDD)

e through the resettlement of Sinhalese ex-servicemen and?/THETWST 2jaid Geil)
others, the Mahinda Rajapaksa Government has already initiated 4Mr. Speaker)
number of steps by taking advantage of the silence of the internationalsg; es0m6 Bdede Ox¥o | 296 6wl ©d; OBIFOSwn Geoewmw

community, includingindia, on its policy of using its Air Force, heavxi,@m3 @6, Bemo B0 OERBwed 5O ewdizn HSTI.
artillery and forced starvation to force the Tamils into submission.”

He goes on to state, | quote: 93 &. gD YoM
(LorevsrLyLil@ Lil. Suwimm deor)
“The first batch of about 80 Sinhalese ex-servicemen for re- (The Hon. P. Dayataa)
settlement was brought to Trincomalee under Army protection on*“od; eSemmo 30 ©5358w 5’ §eowmns om grw” & © ewdkszn
December 30. More are expected.” 250,
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o EIEeT HSgEc Qom S $O. R Vo™

(Lo eSO eudapLoesr Hfleredev) (o esor LAl LT . FLDLIH GG )

(The Hon.Lakshman Kiriella) (The Hon. RSampanthan)

D6 €0 e oF We were prepared to fully support the 1995 Bill. We did
e not reject it. There was no vote taken. You could not carry
Seconded. it through. That was the reality. But we were prepared to

s 5 . om & fully support the 1995 Bill which was never brought to
SR S (Lo Gy G009 Ju. Parliament. So, Sir, please stop this bogus complaint about
@Ae07/7 QIBEHLIGNUIDY 6T 1D1)%CIEIT6N GTLILIL L . . . .

Question put, and agreed to. the Tamils not being prepared to accept a solution. The
» fact of the matter is that you have never been able to come
) é”@f?dz@fd?@mm?j’ %695-"@@‘5@ 909 Jews o eJgi=m  yp with a solution. What happened when the Hon. Ranil
eI G900 gerwmGs e o Wickremasinghe tried in 2002 and 2003? What happened?
YG6T LADG, FLITHETWST YaliEer sH)T1F6rdHeoleorn) YselBas, R
sty (S0 Qe Ganss K aer seaen adlssmi e, The LTTE came up ywth some proposals fc.)r_an.ISGA. What
WhereuonMR. SPEAKERIeft the Chair andTHE HON. (MRS.) happened? Everything was sabotaged. Ministries were taken

RENUKA HERATH took the Chair. over. The Parliament was dissolved. Now, the former
President says, “ | made some tremendous mistakes. | should
O 0. RV SN never make those mistakes.” She is now crying about that.
(IO Sy . FbLIBSGT) What is the use of crying now? This is the reality. Then,
(The Hon. R Sampanthan) Madam Chairperson, | wish to say a few words briefly about

. . R ... the current situation in the North and East. We are gravely
Commenting on the military situation Mr. Raman in the o . . .
. : %oncerned, Sir, with the violence being unleashed against
course of his article refers to a statement made . . .
) . Qur people. Even recently in Illuppaikadavai in Mannar
Lieutenant General Sarath Fonseka - that the operations in L )
. nnocent Tamil civilians have been killed as a result of the
Vakarai have been somewhat delayed on account of the ba : .
aqnal bombings. | have got the list of persons who have

weather and so on. But Mr. Raman in his article statesb . ) )
quote : een killed. Sixteen persons in all and amongst them, a
' child of one and a half years, children of four, five and

. . . ten years and old people of 63 years, 59 years are there.

“A new consignment of arms and ammunitions from Paklstai:h Lini d includi

including artillery shells is expected shortly and once that arrives, ere a}re Sever,a InJ_ure persons inclu m_g_ men, women

the offensive is expected to be stepped up.” and children. Thirty Six persons have been |nju_red and _have
been taken to hospital as a result of the aerial bombings.

That is what he says. So, you see this is the situatiorFi¥e" the UN has referred to it. We know what happened at
which we are. Therefore, it is my duty Sir, once again Makarai, Kathiraveli as a result of the heavy shelling on the
appeal to the Government not to pursue this very danger8u@nd 10 of December when on each one of those days
agenda. It is an agenda which will not succeed becaus@Vgr 20 people were killed. And we know what happened
is an immoral agenda, it is an unethical agenda beiffigthe previous month, on the® 8f November, when as a
practiced against the people who have long stood fofegult of shelling over 40 people were killed. Bombing,
peaceful, democratic, non-violent solution and only whéhelling is resulting daily in the death of people. Please
you started genocidal attacks against our people was thRP this. It will not take you anywhere.
retaliation by our youth. Prabhakaran in the course of his
Martyrs’ Day Speech in November, 2005 said, “I am giving I was rgc.ently tolq at a conference that some of the
you time. Please come up with a solution that will bRECUrity officials had with some European amb.assadors, wh_en
acceptable to my people, that will satisfy their legitimaf§® ambassadors had talked about shelling and aerial
aspirations.” He said that one year ago. Have you Coﬁfgnblng in some of the;e areas a very senior army official
up with any solution? What happened to the report of ilseSupposed to have sgud that it cannot be avoided because
majority experts’ committee that sat recently? | do not walitey have got to get rid of the LTTE. Then, one of the
to go into that question because we were not involved 3fbassadors had asked a question, “Will you do this if the
that. But what happened to the report of that committe@@OPI€ living in that area was Sinhalese and not Tamils.”
The JVP walked out, JHU threatened to tear it up and Hig€'® was no answer. There was dead silence. Did you
Excellency the President said, “We have nothing to do wR@Mb when the JVP was carrying on a revolt in several
it” The Hon. Minister of Mass Media and Information oarts of the country? Did you shell like this? We are making

behalf of the Government said, “We have nothing to do wi appeal to the Government. Kindly do not continue
it killing our people in this way.

Recently, there have been killings of a number of people.
OS5 S8, 8. Smg GO Three young civilians have been killed in Trincomalee just
(i 0g orF. . OFHTLTR) a few days ago, innocent people. A young boy, Sir, by the
(The Hon. H. R. Mithrapala) name of Jeyarajah Jeyadeepan, 23 years, another boy by
Why did you reject the draft Constitution of 2000 ?  the name of Achchudan Sasitharan, 31 years and another



203 2007 &8 10 204

boy by the name of Niroshan Patrick, 19 years. One of thesgus endges Soo $8

boys was due to go abroad in two days’ time. There wassew. 9$g7098w 1ger Gsr17)
some attack on some naval vehicle some distance awayven. Athuraliye Rathana Thero)
Three young Tamils were picked up at different places. TwoThat is very good.

persons at Chelvanayakapuram and omperson at

Anpuvalipuram They have been shot and the bodies werexs; m. cwsdssies @
thrown on the place where the attack took place. Recentlyjorewi ide wui. sibiibser)
there was an attack on an agricultural farm in Vavuniya.(The Hon. RSampanthan)
They went into the agricultural farm school and several\y,e nave said that all the time.
students, boys and girls, were shot dead and several were

injured. This is going on, Sir. This must stop. Our people ., sosged Soo G

are suffering without food in Vakarai. | am told that there e oy557a96w 7o Gori)
is not even food for one day. There are almost 14, 00Qven. Athuraliye Rathana Thero)
people still living in Vakarai, Kathiravelarea. They have We appreciate that.

no food. | have spoken to the President sometimes, and

the President has sometimes said to send food. The Iorriqgél . Berles Som

have been sent back by the army. We have raised the Mattes, oz 5 o7, sbpssn

in Parliament. We have written to the President. We wouldthe Hon, R Sampanthan)

request the Members of the Government who are here t%ut when you go and bomb in llluppaikadavai and kil
impress upon the Government that food must qo

immediately to Vakarai. As far as Jaffna is concerne('i]nocent people, | am not saying that it must happen. But

600,000 people are living there. | am told that there 3|/gu must be able to understand why it is happening.
scarcity of food there. The Hon. Premachandran spoke in

Parliament yesterday about the cost of various food items,.s; yosged som

in Jaffna. | believe some food has gone there through SOMg aw. 91550 096u 1 g6 i)

traders recently. But that is not enough. Please do not us@en. Athuraliye Rathana Thero)

food as a weapon of war. Please do not use our people f@s ©05e8 geesos e®@imc ?

your convenience; for your military convenience. We do
not want to defend the LTTE. That is not part of our duty.

You say that the LTTE is using people as a human shieIdG)dl PO GBS S

(Loresst Ly LOl@ 9T . FLDLI Se0T)
&8s gSTes S B8 (The Hon. RSampanthan)

(ouewr. 21$gne08w ;g B50) | am not saying that it must happenintgrruption|
(Ven. Athuraliye Rathana Thero)

5
Why do you never condemn the LTTE attacks® 0SB, 5. B S

(oresrLfl@ e1d. . GHTLITen)

DS NE. s DN
(The Hon. H. R. Mithrapala)

(Lo essT L LO@ 9T . FLDLI Se0T)

(The Hon. RSampanthan) Prabhakaran carries arms. Why do you not -
People have been living in that area for generations dH¥erruption.]
centuries.
O 9P ews

55 FSCeS S B8

(auewsr. 9]6gIT8w 1 Heot GH)

(Ven. Athuraliye Rathana Thero)

Hon. Member, you never condemn the LTTE. Why?
[Interruption.]

(e 2 i flesr s eI )
(An Hon. Member)

That is because of you.

/ DS $8. REIes N
O 9P ews (orresor 101G 0. & LbLIfh 60 )
(Lo esor il o mlifleor i Qb ) (The Hon. RSampanthan)
(An Hon. Member)

You never condemn the army killing thefkterruption.] You mean to lay down armgfnterruption]

DS NE. s QN DS ED. 9B, SrNE @)
(LoMeBsT L LA 40T . &FLDLITh 0T ) (orresor il er1d. . OSHTLITE)
(The Hon. RSampanthan) (The Hon. H. R. Mithrapala)

No, please, let the Venerable Priest say what he wantyou failed to request. You make the same request from
to say. We do not support any violence. We condemn tiem. You are frightened. You are in the custody of the
violence. LTTE.
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GERIIMIS ©TIHDHBw

(B GTEIGLD 2 mLILIGTT Djald &6 )
(The Presiding Member)

©C OTIFRO, mSERmS D98 cOBD.

80053¢s’ O3Fn®0 s 8508 30w, Y5 S208 90 Docws’
@O BImBHS wIedE @m0 e ednmws EIw R @ BmB¥o.
8 elams RE ¢ (BT RET, FHTIHO P el OO
DiOw 8E8COE. OO wCEy ®B B WO 60 FROS; S50TeB
OBsI, Crseme ©Bn®IeE Swugmens wemI & D00 6mICRER
R0, J 00680 Bends 810 ¢nd; Ed®BC 6@ mrnds
20186066 s’® 6® el Bwe S0 O ROEn IO ZB» HBM
BusImO D@0 ¢ cries0nnss ©nm8 ReE @ DEBD0 HSHO.

O $E. wRssIes VN
(LM eBsT L L0 /T . & LbLITh 50T )
(The Hon. RSampanthan)

Madam, | want to finish my speech. Then at least another B BB, Beroem® SemS A
Member can speak from our party. But | want to kindly SC°209& @5 853§28e8, esecasio Sds o0 e g

. DS O I D e B, @ @YT¢ 56w, BT 00 wHHDo.
say, | want to make a final appeal to the Governme@t@d oo @R o moced o Ged & Beweds g o mdomd

Kindly do not persist in dishonouring the Indo-Lanka s ..o aesansmon - OdDmed B8® 48 me goed 2
Accord. That is an international treaty which we are bougd ¢e5 55, meon8s gedeo@s @ cors, édes exFRs,
to observe. You are bound under international law to hon@UExicowsss @ 6ed @@8 Satce dwn O o9 B
that treaty. Your failing to honour that treaty will havessise o @ gwcs Bednos. Sedeews’ eddmwed & Hn@as’,
serious consequences. Please do not violate the fundamemtaloscong meE @0 88 weeqe §@800ewn dnews’ 0wR
rights of the Tamil-speaking people. Kindly honour th&tSs 2®5x8wt @528 &8 ¢¢8s @ ded & & Sdusl wow oy
obligation. Kindly ensure that thetatus quo ante regard S0 298R B35 800w 82 g0 Bedmdn. o@ 8, 895 odf goeds

to the merged North-East is restored as per the Indo—%ﬁd o0 900 H&E DIFDO B GO0 Y@ IO e ¢l
DO s wng O Bedvens’ I3, g, ePvnmism, . 8.
Lanka agreement.

SBEm, 005RICE C0@m0¢s3, @ ndE® C1@mes OB ¢¢Bw
Kindly stop starving our people. Kindly stop killing our®> 952 8% ©0sait o O5im S 600 B ded v S

) . SOREOS WOER WO YOB O ¢ @B 62305 OB EE) Bedm).
people, both in the LTTE controlled territory and thg @Btz BEAED o 86 G %0 G BedmBs. 38 cwrm
Government controlled territory. | am making a very, - . 00 800 HED® o® Ced Bewd ol e G o®
humble and fervent appeal to you on behalf of our paQk.. Suge wem, @0 geos @ cmen o® game Dete
civilians. Our people are suffering. Do not make our peoplgxn eovews mPedews’ emEOmw ©6 Bedm B0 csem. &
continue to suffer. We should not do this. | will never b®es® emuews! #080a, emaews wode @das @0eEOe & Coss
a happy man if the Sinhalese people are suffering in thgs-smdenns ©0 80 »x¥m0 g §ed 8Oy qo&BOG;, Goss
way in which the Tamils are suffering now. You all do ngp<®ws ®9¢gn ®6 Fedwen. e® Ced woblm ww P& &5
suffer. You do not know what suffering is. Please stop tHg® &7 ©3em 990 o8 560 &8 me€ &3 ? 0 caess o
suffering. Please do not compel our people to suffer afy® S5 8520 &8 D¢ eG0¢ e20e08. get Ge g BGue
longer. Please send food both to Vakarai and to Jaffna S0 RO 8 mOsind J ges mogn mec Sedecas®

please stop kiling our people %%dczsgéz DEODHC yEmW 8ERCO 9mI® w0 DEBH0 ®S

N BeO3 25230 & edwoe 835 B0 1kl BE Gumdum e
3CB008. BYBIed YhimsinDIcs, RYTIed BC@idwms, 68 Jed
B8R’ Dnens’ creed 835 ¢G0 ERdD OPWs, eB35008m®
YO R0 ectimy »OB D¢ GEes’ F O Fwosien meé.
§Rowm00: ©0; OTFRBLS, w8, 6® 618 @midews’ O
DES & ¢ od HOB D¢ @O LRIBTIHOIED DO WE OTIFOSSS,
Berleews’® ¢80 dws SYS 60 en OB 608 YLImBIHDCH
cetd @0 wemd 9O, &g e nYTmsiescy, SerEwews’
80u53¢s OB5n® Bewlbors wim DEB® S0 HEDI® gD
Busl® ©530908 gOm0®, HHImom0 woss gy Sifiums D00
(s wievar Gerr. GaanmArmsn) m@ﬁ@oj@@fﬁ@;@m” 3] 8(2?@ i){i)agé)o@;ﬁﬁﬁ@d]dﬁm 508 ;zc:;%cbw, g
. . DB, CEHBDI B IBIEESEI B30 DO, B 2 5O,

(The Hon.Mavai S. Senathirajah) 2@35@@. @53’ @6%@@@& ® 50 D> e ﬁwﬁ@m@
Madam, | second the Motion submitted by the Hon.

Thank you, Madam.

YRIIMSD @TIHHSw

(B GTHIGLD 2 mLIL6T T 9]l &H6r)

(The Presiding Member)

®0C; 0053 O5IER® B85 98un mOmy ¢ ewdszd BSOS
IS

OS AEED 6], eEMISREH @HDN

Sampanthan. ® O3 30D BueE B»OGHTBHOS@ Onens OER ®Ed. &
BTN TIeSRIeE wrsmed 80y BH@GTeBnSw ewrlesidds’ © 88w
(5. 0. 1119] e0e® #B8EE) O BwyBu »®NHTBBROI Im BOGIDSH

20edemw ©wOnloy deEMed dnpdn O »wO® ¢B dm BEEED
BOD0, “©0 OG.IBY wBmews BikEm BeRnn” Bwo. & BBwd
SRBO e ORI B ¢ I8e wismed HOS @®DD Bwo.
- - ; - ) 30w GO In8w @G ¢@®. O © Pumed BOS D

(LMWL/L_@@ @0 mamew .578[”57“'5&._ 95@@gﬂmw§m Qggﬁ DHOGTRROG0. DB wRsHS DOV 39060 BIORSes. O DpSes
D@D 5T ANNGSS, BT G1prsd L F) Jaiods @) o1 60 85 m¥Eos B8RO qun n swRED SO0, SEBSY

(The Hon. Rohana Dissanayake - Deputy Minister of HighwaySso . ccsxt B O Baes ndme sdaniaews on8e oo Suim
and Deputy Minister of Urban Development and Water Supplygyo gmoe me. 5855m055e8c e®@im ed o m6sis csfwon mes

DS eSIne TLNNWED VM (@NNE® Beciels gOIDBDE)
3 MDED c3DBOD &) BE NED Becsiss g@Is)
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TDUL Y BEETD LsHD Blewevenin @eirayd LGGWIE LTS
auen i b A bl ng). CpHmra) Ee Bevpud HILLTSHF @G HF
FLbLIIBISGET @)L 1DELINH M BESEGT DET . BIE (LPGVIIDEET HL FHeSTL]
yre Geueu@h  ereiry et Gupelerd e HemenL
LeaIb GBS S S L sTED QF AT DITS6T. 9TeFnmsd E)ksd
GO & GG FHET d GLD(LPL 6T Qevew & g et G)d % M6 (B,
@i(hpenevls Ljeils@hLedl Ljfldledrn )& HBev ensum@hkledrn &Flev
2 LmwmseflGev QLiimall (Lpevelllb&@hib LI Hl& &1L EIeT DT T &61T.
@rs 9usrmsews L BTy, SLBS  STevm SNk H S
9T FNRISHISEHL @a1asTCmn QFwHLIL (B 6l S HdES 6T . 9jaunplesr
undeomar, “@erdled pmisei o HNSuT@ Qups FGasei (B,
Qemauele) ermaGenr(h Qs SCaumiGId T LIGTS
QumsAsrmg. The Bush doctrine - “Either you are with the enemy
or with us” *
QusSpru!”  Qeirmy  dus  suuleeier  Fev  (Lpeveld
LG F I H@HLD B0 S BT6H 6/kI%6hd:GdF O 1606 Hed DT 61l .

B eTm S8} QemeQue e, LjelsBerm(h

“Oipenmed gLt pmeer Qaame, crer@al pmsel Ljalsener
%gg@_lrrmjc%eﬁ" 61601 ) Q&F MO EIMITH SH6i . @ngg' F oo Liufled
o1 & H T 16l6dT 1) Femiid @ GeueflGuiujtb HimiseT 1Ljalsefer &eumiTer
BLGULY SENSHSHENGNT S &ITTFITTLDTSHE &8l L) SFBhSFEEDTLD ; YaiarEm
Q&ML h&ILD &evor 19 L1BLITLD. euT H@HenL U FLAIL) Hend &%6ifle)
v SemarLl LTSS STD 1w @iyl S6r  [bITH &6i
LIETBIGIDTSHLD 0% HLall L iongheld @il Es S pdHEmrib.
QYST, ASPDSTH QO TH LIS L6y ol &6l FImd ujdsd Hletr
Gumapg “Either you are with the enemy or with us” erews
smplwes IBureTn, Qb TFTmSD Lpevalh S1mETenFulLh,
(LpeveilLh SemenuLh &) & Inl TG [BIIBIGET 9TFNH &S5 %G
sraeliugn@d swurgns QusHCmrid. Syermed, b
GBI OLOWITGIT &FLOTHTEN /5L, BT ST LOTET U]S% BINISSSSISSLD,
FEV FAPES BT (5% GLD Bumuh el &addmgw SiasG Qbs
QT FNRISGD SWUTTTE Gales(hib. alld@ - Fipd G @ emeworiiny
FHLUBSWTE gpnulBeier Lgddmeruiles sl CHalws
gn - Len oL Lileor (7 (Lp 6T &0 6l & &)edT M Guwi m & & 67 & 61f 60T Flev
B g sesrenioemi brmiser Lfkg Qamerer Geauess (hLb. Since the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition has also arrived in the House,
I must here divert and say a few things in English, Madam
Chairperson.

The Hon. Prime Minister outlined various options after
the judgment of the Supreme Court. There are serious
political implications arising out of the issues that have been
raised in Court and certainly we do agree that the Court
only questioned the procedure relating to the merger. But
then, the United National Party as a principal opposition
party is also sometimes attempting to approach this issue
like an ostrich burying its head in the sand. | must very
reluctantly say this having observed their stand before the
All Party Representative Committee a few days ago. | was
very disappointed when | heard about the submissions made
by the Hon. K.N. Choksy.
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Unqualified support for the merger is something that the®eH10& <. ibripein)
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress could never agree to. TherdThe Hon. RSampanthan)
were certain options mentioned in the Committee ‘A Report | want to assure my good Friend, Sir, that we are of the
of the Experts Committee of the All Party Conference th¥€W that the Muslim people living in the North-East must
raised a huge furore all over the country. There were vari®\&satisfied, must find any final formula acceptable to them.
extremist forces that prevailed on the Government Y¥e have no reservations in regard to that matter. When |
distance itself with the so-called majority report. The onfjPoke in the morning today - the Hon. Rauff Hakeem, you
redeeming feature in that majority report was the differefyere not here at that time - | emphasized that a particular
options that were proposed. Those options had some isSigaificance is a need to address the Muslim dimension in
which could be of some relief to beleaguered minorities likePermanently merged North-Eastern Province and | said,
the Muslims and also the Sinhalese in the Eastern Provirf€éS dimension is a legitimate aspiration of our Muslim
But what the United National Party has finally done is #yethren which | have not the slightest doubt that the Tamil
simply talk about or request the Government to bringPgopPle and those representing them including the LTTE
Motion to the House to enable an unconditional merger féfly comprehend and must accept. There is no question
the North-East. That would never be possible given tABOUt it.
intricacies of the problem.
DS S B @erom
(LoTesTLLAG TeLT amddh)
(The Hon.Rauff Hakeem)

O SHE B8 oo (83EQ wEdved mwHn©))
(et LAl Temlled @ilsbTdlmg ~ ol HT&s1 &) (Lp&bevall)
(The Hon.Ranil Wickremasinghe - Leader of the Opposition)

Thank you very much. Thank you very much for all

Hon. Member, | t_h|nk, the _Hor_n. Choksy has presente%at you said. | am sorry, | was not in the House when
paper. The UNP will be making its stand known at the nPchBu mentioned all that

meeting. | think the APRC is meeting on thé?22 January.

Then, | would also be permitted to remind the TNA, at
least the party that the Hon. Sampanthan represents in the
House, that the TULF in its 1977 Election Manifesto very
clearly outlined what the solution should be for the
Muslims. It said, within the State of Eelam - which by
then was the battle cry of the TULF - the Muslims living in
(tonein 1D remles @95 105) the Eastern Erovince or 'Mu.slims living in the.No.rth-East

would be entitled for their right to self determination and

(The Hon.Ranil Wickremasinghe) ; -
. . . for autonomy in their areas. But at least that has to be spelt
We already are in consultation with all of you and we

should do that. You know our views on that matter. Tf?m quite openly. This is what you told the people and got

UNP’s position will be made known at the next meetintﬁe mandate in 1977. Not only that, the TULF Constitution
P . . : .%‘arried the same provision as part and parcel of the

But, under the MoU, we will be having bilateral talks W'ﬂbonstitution tself. That being the case -

the Government on the proposals because the Co-Chairs ' 9

wanted the two main parties to submit but that does not . o . ) o .
o . K . . SLOpT al(hHenevd Inl L eseilulleori 1977 91h 2y evorig 60 Henl GLiHm
mean it is something exclusive of the two main parties. WE s . ‘ ; R
Lmgs68s0 saler@Qumipsy  Qeseflluill’ L &g  Gsd Hev

have to draw on the consensus of the APRC and then we .. .55 ai s - Dipse Qeoenbs siblps srussde
have to work on it. So | have to meet the President on this ;s wpsvadis iwdsense e sepamw ampall maens
issue and work qut the mechanics. The UNP’s_ position, W8T s 2 Nevwo QLitians o Huid@eTew gL, Sfailsends
will be announcing may be at the next meeting. We didii-s apmsru Saen@owesrumsyh QoL S0 seNansd
not have enough time. | was not in the country. | jugtii’Gr indaehenur Yyeoeeuis GUDBIGESTHFel . e Ted,
arrived. ST STLLATT QU HhSTESW GUTTml Lk gefled UL L
FLowSHFHed e FBHM1HTLI LIRS TemeVSemEnd GFIIG KleneLenDEIL

DS ST BB @M
(LOITeSTL 0@ Tl amdéiD)
(The Hon.Rauff Hakeem)

But the UNP has a duty to clarify -

O SBE SO& Qv

o3 6@(’3’ HED Derrsn hgayh Gunewrddlu Lsieri F@angy Sl Gugid @eor ol

(a8 Tay anddib) PeIH &@hs Qg BT TS d  BH YU Smger HpLiaii

(The Hon.Rauff Hakeem) LICLanloumed, efm&end & o SHuilBev 96t Hhnbs Q@mmiemin
o el [ @)s6l QTG LIS SLILIL L G676 Londs &6 my
Thank you very much. CuiilerainHd & slsei  elm&ens HenulBev  Lilgladeneorenus

| am quite relieved that the Hon. Ranil Wickremasingtgp01$5/@:apsis Lglu L o unurismend esurendled e
has mentioned here that they would give a detailéff?@ &<7"gud wabbs viguds ST SIS K
proposition after having discussions with the other miné’r@d?m@,, QevempflpdanaiiLne erseLdr Qe Inss

. . . L. & 6597 (h) LD eredip  BBrd&lew Lpevail L G TR )T e &F B m
partles, including the "I'NA.' Here '|t is of paramoun@mmmgmm@wﬂ L B8 T LTGseTD BibLS e GanGu
importance that the Tamil National Alliance has a dialogug;q,i 1 e sde@pirs. semorw Gurddemer sjaui wiHHs
with the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress for us to come t0 SOM&eien Gasesn(hiv. L HuG s LinesulGa Geim s - Lpevalib
consensus on this issue. FApSmIG@EbHL6ST Bhieniowmer @O o LeLnl (B b Qbhs
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S0 & SHh&SMSH I HIn 19w FBIGET CULIGTSHS LDSSEHENL I I cOES
Qs @61 HLHsGs Aol GHpsdng). aiann e ssLIGLBD
QUUBLDLITGTE LD 1D &6fl6l Y emevienul eif Lol - (LpevellLh
ST LILSHDSTSL L6t LB & &
Beuesnr (h©GIneir LIBS (Lpeivallh &1mIklTFlesr et fdenswimsalhésEnsg).
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O3 0B, T Vo
(LOTG8oT LJLONG) <2U,[T . & LDLIThSHGIT )
(The Hon. RSampanthan)

He is the deputy President.

DS ST BB @M

(LOTessTL LG Tl amésLb)

(The Hon.Rauff Hakeem)

Let it be so. Let us introduce the post of a deputy
President. You do not have to give it to the minorities. You
can appoint another Sinhalese and if it is to be Mr. Dullas
Alahapperuma, we would always welcome him. He is a
friend of the minorities and he thinks very lucidly about
what these problems are. In fact he and | have been to
Northern Ireland studying the ethnic issue there several years
ago when we were on the Government side and | would
like to appeal through him to the Government to provide
some security to the chairmen and vice chairmen of the
local authorities in the North-Eastern Province. The Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress governs about eleven Pradeshiya
Sabhas and local authorities. Particularly the Chairman of
the Kattankudy Urban Council has made a request for
security. In fact there is a serious situation there and | would
like the Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma to bring this to the
notice of the Government. | would like to *table the
request made by the Chairman of the Kattankudy Urban
Council, Mr. U.L.M.N Mubeen. It has been sent to the
Inspector-General of Police. Kindly look into this request
and provide adequate security, particularly because of the
precarious security situation that prevails currently in the
Eastern Province.

Thank you very much Madam, Chairperson.

[&. 0. 12.04]

O B BSEEE @O

(1o 6so1 L 10 euapLoetT FfleTavev)

(The HonLakshman Kiriella)

G000, ©F; OIERBLS, Euc® ednsocs vl TS »Sed
68 Ge0 EmDBBD ¢8RO Bz o gren SBe@m P 6¢HHDIW
B 886 0385006 ©0ele ¢Snd; 98w Sodene
E50TeBR@0 5ERE0 H@Ie oG, BB e 300l ne @B

None of the Hon. Ministers are in this House unfortuses Seam noislow gm@s cetmismmd. Bog edemcs vmedcEO
nately for an important Debate of this nature. | would like»e08, #e#900 88530 ednsicy ©e0c00s @ edunzocs
to request the Hon. Members present here - the Hon. Duffas® o 9 @nwmd oo 98 0 Bedndn. dwfes Hofim
Alahapperuma, quite a strong person in the Governmefieiss 950 ¢8 #0eailm BOue gxfuss emGo. 9@ BOed

O3 0B, e Vo
(LOTG8oT LJLONG) <2U[T . & LDLITHSHGIT )
(The Hon. RSampanthan)

He is much stronger than a Minister.

DS ST BB @M

(LOTessTLLOG Tl amésib)

(The Hon.Rauff Hakeem)

He is seated in the back benches of this House.
much more powerful than a Minister, | believe.

He is
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I will answer you provided you give me time after your
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(orevarLhl@ o mliflest i GmelT)
(An Hon. Member)

| cannot give you time because you wasted one and a halivho killed Mr. Bandaranaike?

hours. Do not distrub me.
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cross-examined by you.
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Knowing fully well that we do not have any more time,

you are posing questions.
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Yes, you can answer me. Do you condemn it or not?
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Are you prepared to give way? Then | will answer you.
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Yes, Please answer.
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Why are you talking about the past? We all know who
killed Amirthalingam. We all know who killed Duraiappah
That is not the issue now. The issue now is, this Government,
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You have been posing questions and you ask me to sit

down.
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the so-called democratic Government is Killing its own og; &5, @ sz o

people, bombing, resorting to aerial bombardment.
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(The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero)

(DT EBOTL L0V GTGHT . LI ST [hgIT)
(The Hon. N. Sri Kantha)

This is exactly what we are saying. If you want to fight the

LTTE, fight the LTTE, not the innocent Tamil people.

| asked you about Duraiappah and Appapillai oo (ges) e9sged Som &8

Amirthalingam.
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(Lor s LO 6TEHT. LI ST h&HT)
(The Hon. N. Sri Kantha)

(Lorresor L0 (auesst.) 2)&&TelGw 7 &6t B&Hri)

(The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero)

We are not fighting with the innocent Tamil peopiex
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(The Presiding Member)
Hon. Minister, you have only one minute more.
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(The Presiding Member)
You may continue Hon. Minister.
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Hon. Minister, can | ask you something?
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Yes.
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You have been preaching and advising the TNA very mué:n
But | am asking you, why can you not ask the President an
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)

First, of all, something has to be done on your part, not on
our part.

O 9nHOSecwses
(oresryhl@ o mLiflest i GQmeT)
(An Hon. Member)

First, you ask the LTTE not to do it.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

Hon. Minister, yesterday when | was speaking - | think,
you were not here at that time - | explained very clearly what
the situation in the North is, especially in Jaffna. The Hon.
Prime Minister was here at that time.

The schools have started. But, so far they have not sent
the text books. There are no exercise books, pens, pencils not
even food. Food is still in short supply there. Children’s milk
food and other goods are still in short supply. | explained
everything yesterday. Unfortunately, you were not here.
Actually, those goods are not adequate. In Vakarai, leave
alone the LTTE, there are more than 14,000 civilians who
have been living there without food from 20th November
onwards.

You are a responsible Government. You were elected by
the people. You have to be answerable. You are talking about
a liberation movement or guerrilla organization. But, you
are an elected Government. You have a responsibility. Do
you think the people of Vakarai belong to some other
ountry? No, they also belong to Sri Lanka. Therefore, in
gt situation, you have a duty to feed them. Is it not so?

the Government to stop this aerial bombardment? Why camwd; AEw¥s exeds) @wmn

you not ask the President to open the A-9 road and allow theorewifg faddev GuLGmm)

food to reach the people who are in the North and the East he Hon. Felix Perera)

Then, see whether the talks can be started or not. | promis\gesv Please, sit dowmy Susies’ 3. g @ o Bod;
you that once you stop the killing and allow the food f§°P=5290 2% 2055 @EE. @8, »@wmsiedicos ¢85

reach those areas, definitely that will be a way to start B

talks - [Interruption]
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(An Hon. Member)

Who has to do it first?
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(oresor 1@ s@uey LIGT 10 & k)T 6bT)
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

Hon. Minister, for more than a week we were agitating
in the House for that, we were begging you to send food to
Vakarai. We are democratically elected Members of
Parliament. But, not even a single Minister is willing to
talk to us. You are now asking the LTTE to lay down arms
and come to the democratic process. We were elected, we
are in the democratic process. But, you are not willing to
talk to us. That is the pathetic situation in this House, Sir.

(torresor LA erth. G%. FlaumHailmisib)

(The Hon. M. K.Shivajilingam)
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(An Hon. Member)
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)

But, you do not have the power to stop that. That is the
main problem.

DS BRI 66 Vv

(e g LTeldev QuiBmmm)

(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

That is the pathetic situation. Do you understand that ?
We, the 22 Members of Parliament, have been begging you
- the President, the Hon. Prime Minister, who is here and
the Cabinet Ministers - to send some food to Vakarai. You
are not willing to talk to us. That is the situation.
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(The Hon. Felix Perera)
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(An Hon. Member)

Army ex0e08, 93385, dn@ army Seey Bamo.

O BRI cedd) Vv
(oS i@ LTeldev QuBTym)

(The Hon. Felix Perera)

ODen® Busim 920, A6 ZED®S 60D BB NCBH D). B0
DD WOBD. 68 gYGed D WOEBD. D SR Sec@m»O dBIH.
e@m¢, BYBILNTIEEERI (B 653 6® we Buc® @. eIV
6CIR Buc® ¢ COBes ? genys Hens’ BYBIBNTIEERD Ko
WEOT Dnes’ HAEOD PBHD. &6 8000 Bw Ry ©EE
S 90 Beso 9 ®@¢0® ¢ddw Maintainmsz=os. Jmd 98 80ed, &
COICEHO -

O o8 6ROV V)
(toresor L1l F@ey LIGT 10 & b )T 66T )
(The Hon. Suresh Premachandran)

2505Ee®x5n0

270

Bedm0o. o8, o0m Om0n ©6; 8®s53¢s ©535n®) 6wl
@B WS BeRorn. ndy 5ee@my80 ecsgies SOm0s 6cOg S5m0
88000 153 EOE) Beds) nnlons’ S8R0 wil »Oyms et emo
o® ©0BEe®BRED @OIBSE 6w WOTD B3 d Bwd. & Ded® &
208E0ewss 3OS derst OTFOS B 0 e & ©S; BHROBIE0 ¢®
2300000 FORGEREB WOBTID B30 S0, S EC®E 5300 YR
200, & 6c®@¢ S500 B0 o5l BB wepo @ Jed HEOw:
B BednDo8 B0, emI0n® ®en®mIQcnm HEHOwE. 6@
Beadn noisidews’ ¢g 82000 ©1 ORI @535 Rl HEODBC ¢w
200 650608, HIVYEDE 2325000 00y e SO S DHEODHS
80 000D 83w 650608, YO Yednedde B vy Pl SGw
@B 8w, 6cO¢, YuB® Bug o 0@z o Ped SOw. W&,
& Qe SGs 296100 wBed ByEeEmBS BeIerie e el em0edd.
& Be o® yadmw, 6® Ged gudu EeE o0 Bug mm® 88000
o5l 6 Bednon. & Huwo & 800 ec®g Emw Bg OB OB ¢
80018 620608, HEIMBIHDICW eOED 200D OB Bwe, ocd¢,
©eSE® 6B Bug Sym00 BV 15 BE YRS Bws O @330
& O OO 2 OBE.

We do not want this war, Sir. We are not for war. We ares syeee e Sem sede amed sdeds 5560 ¢ sumed Soost
totally against it. You are an elected, responsibBaso Sus sws 8ot Boy, 0@ 3 & gdmed®s 82000 o
Government. You have to initiate it. That is what we am®c Beasiest ec®e €200 Bnds 60608, 309 »E8s ecdg

asking for. But, you are not doing it.
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YRIIMSY ©HDHEW
(B GTEIGLD 2 M6 D]l &6 )

(The Presiding Member)

You have hardly any time. You have got just half a minute=isig  wsvalis  1wssepL

more.

@S I, OC. OB, gMYEE) oM

(LT 6SoT L0, 6F . 6T6V. 6ILh. TS GV6VIT)

(The Hon. A. L. MAthaullah)
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(The Hon. A. L. MAthaullah)
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(The Hon. A. L. MAthaullah)
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(The Hon. A. L. MAthaullah)
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(The Hon. A. L. MAthaullah)
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[ T ®] sur! Qeirgy B8 Qeavenev! Briemin Gevevev! 2ymiG
& Femend Q&medalg/lh sl b HLUILILD eulnki el b LM Mm/Lh
wéseruylh Sevevall ey O yliLigions Qwng @il ®
Qald el wWi(hs &, eledlerl IB&TTLD GUDME G&THE &L
Gundssrprisen? [@eul®] @bs B 1y Gev SLOLD 1o&s@HLD (Lpsivalih
&G @HLD PO MIGOLLILIBH DBLIT G Brmser Qbg by Ge Gauh
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wig b, [@eor uf @]

YRS @TFHE)
(BeeVenLD HMTHEIGLD 2 MILILIGTT el &6 )

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up.l think we have to adjourn now. It is

4.02 p.m.

@S I OC. OB, gMYEE) oM

(LT eSoT L0, 6F . 6T6V. 6ILh. TS GV6VIT)

(The Hon. A. L. MAthaullah)
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bHwTs BLgmser!

YRS @TFHE)
(BeeuenlD HMTEIGLD 2 MILILIGTT el FHer)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, Please! The House is adjourned till 9.30 a.m.

tomorrow.
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Bgsvreig., (7. 11. 4.02 G, L1175 DL, 2007,
Fea ) 11 Zp B&E) @lwmypdElpemw @p. 1. 9.30

106 10)T GOL B EFLILIL L ).

And It being past 4.00 p.m. MR. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned

Parliament without Question put.

Adjourned accordingly until 4.02 p.m. Until 9.30

a.m. on Thursday. 11th January, 2007.
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