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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, 1 present the Annual Report of the
University of Vocational Technology for the year 2023.

Ulrsio

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(24) @)SHTCmeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Environment:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(M)

(i)
(iif)

(iv)
™)

(vi)

the number of trained assistants who have
been recruited to protect the anti-elephant
electric fencing in Sri Lanka;

out of them, the number of those who have
been confirmed in their service by now;

whether there is a legal impediment against
confirming the trained assistants who have
not been confirmed in service yet;

if not, the reasons for not confirming them
in service;

whether there is a definite course of action
to confirm the trained assistants who have
not been confirmed in their service; and

if so, the nature of the said course of action?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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@) @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports:

(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the number of government sports
complexes existing in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether a government sports complex has
been established in the Kurunegala District;

(iii)  if so, the location of the sports complex
referred to above;

(iv) the place where the said sports complex had
been proposed to be constructed,;

(v) whether action was taken to construct the
sports complex at another place; and

(vi) ifso, the reasons for that?

(b) Will he also inform this House -

(i) the sports for which facilities were to be
provided in the sports complex concerned;

(ii) the sports for which facilities have been
provided in the sports complex at present;

(iif) the estimated cost for the construction of
the sports complex;

(iv) whether action will be taken to fully
complete the construction of the sports
complex; and

(v) if so, the date on which the construction of
the sports complex will be completed?

(c) If not, why?
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.

OO Desz¥m e3®G80 Dwmo

(orenTfl@ ausFhs Fwrdmian)
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(worenryll @ sallereari ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan. You have 25
minutes.

@G BOewam»® Gnost Owmo

(orenTyllg Heuepmesrip Fnfsreir)

(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(ore i@ seflsTeri oauiser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition?

®0 885 @@ Dwmo

(orenrflg Fedld LNGTrwgTe)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Chairman, I will speak for 15 minutes. That time
has been put under the Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, now, I have already
given the chance to the Hon. Shritharan to speak. Is it
okay, Hon. Shritharan, if the Hon. Premadasa is given
that chance?
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(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)

Okay.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake. You have nine
minutes.

[a.20. 12.03]

®G; SeBE8 dedvrnwtm Dvm

(omessrLyifl @ alCedlnf LisVBTWES)

(The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake)

©0T BsBAROA, 2025 38 aw Died edge, DIk,
&80 GOWBmm 3w wYmd 6080 G@isered D@
BEwd g 0 @ @DEHed DDedd acwe yme
BOOO ©O gdEfd CA 28 ®» VIRED edewdxy
I BOsID e,



3055 2025 @& 19

OO ©BBBROB, edge, Daduds, @wid yoW8mm 6w
08um00 608505 ¢@imsern @® ed Bedw) 9m® D¢mny
3©250°:RW . 96 0® Ced &y Imvded §E» D@
GBS 0D GLIBeRWE. OB DO LI BWH
D Bbs BEICOD »OB ge¢ a8 @® g WosIen). e®®
3®m5eaw wOes gwns 158 s Bednd. OO gwuns
2ndsy 00 ©@umcs W wOITR ensm BEICO
em3ews’ gl BBswWE YR WO DEReedITH
Dm0,

OO0 BBBROB, e @® wumde Bwsiesy?
SousInd w@umd et dw BEOODH® OB,
"e0@8merTed ¢8Sm, ©@sBw wy wewmaBm DL
€ WO OB wewo BeddDHHeds dmn Hay, & Ded®
YT YDO  EH® OB OnDwmTO  weddmae"
@edY. O8 dw emd mee, w@umds BwsIesy, of the
people, by the people, for the people. & Busesy, 8By
005e0nY, BBYsT wewr, BBy BB BE@iemw S onf
2BDEW. OB gOBID B DLW, OO BVIBBROB,
Com0ed g0 "ugumdw" Bum DOB® GenmemO g
Omed e, Ondm Oyuw Bedmdr. I o®imme? &
D08 ewIom® Won), Bewd OB, OO g EDD, Wy
8300 movd. S »O8 Eomed position Om. »HP, a8
ecImed ©wumd Dnndw & HEedd & wumd
D300 B0 witeBsy edmed e Bedsies’y. ©d;
BIBBROA, S D0ed RELT md gdavmo -
human needs - 88EE 05053 g0 yOOsT.

OO0 6B BROA, VAN Bwdr @B, JPud® @decd
By 088 Besaegar @E8ur MmO Bedm edannm YOO
zn0w - hierarchy of needs theory &m. 8 Oxenevned
2D@um 5 o1 ™S WO»D. & »OGB, physiological needs,
safety needs, social needs, esteem needs e  self-
actualization needs. e®=¥» ©® 508 0 ecsisy yOOsY
edoge O8O BIO ©HvCw gsd  ©cwsY
WO JOOTT. BpEverned cver g O ¢ -
from womb to tomb - ©@umice BES Bwe @O
BsesIm godsl. § Bw »O8 ¢8 8w, "85 eudd" -
"multipurpose”" - Bestesy. ©O ©¥SBHOB, CSowed
©BQomc D1xnded SunE e@x® 552 ©O0e® w@umd
Boadmrydn. 08 & BeFe o G »otesy onw. ¢8 o®
Ged Bedn B8R oD u@umd 6888 voxfenst, 88 wdA
BB BeadmrD. ¢8 Jhed nefd deCvames megrs
°® o®evim O 80 SO eXdr w@umd 88 309z
B Dred ¢pusIm Doews’ widmes’ cwe 26
EOIROD eDEI BT,

@® ng dBw »Omd, 22,0000 gzt 88w, o®
DE BeamD, 85 D0e0d Jmm 6,772, Dy Bedm Do,
788, & Bmow emwedd. Mini Co-op City outlets 9142
Beadmr. Mega Co-op City outlets 32,0008 Bedxmdr. dm
»B8wd qod 6ed Bedm O si@eamed ©8@wd Died’.
d6 qOin Mepmer. On OFm® y@renws’
Bedm. Eomwed D8R oK ©@umd ©d80E g
D1008m ©EBF ) BB Bedsiery HHCOE Bedm yom
ce  @88m IO - strategic locationsde.  ©d;
BIBBROB, HiNB 0® wHucOES edevI®w o
28, e®ummule IO oWnd? & wdB weme mosTensy
B¥cewsy o O wwred 8w gne OaE B8sY. O
»y¢ sdedstes’? & gwd myw, visionary leadership oma.
a5t Im »HO8 ©fums D1de Og BEEY W@ yRom

3056

e¥nd 88w g8 ¢Bries’. & Died®8 wums Dsended
»eOmmben OedE. @Yz professionally not competent;
2957 DaFBOw Daews’ BYywmmd Beadm By
©0008. 0®5I5 0® Wden e¢m B §E» drewsI® o®
D102500w0 3VEO 013 Bedmrds. den® m»HO, &n a8 ewgd
odsim Rvv. & wewo strategy Om Bedsimy Ay qud
300y, ©® ©d®RDE0 turnaround strategies ¢®z3my; S c§
@3S WO R, & wewo s ©3D8LD
©c8me®nOOH, wfumd etddm emBssy 8w, &
D0d® emEemEeE Beas NICD 9m0s 8ac DoROx,
8 WB®ICBE DeCHD.

@O0 ©BBBROB, ged Ced wemd E C1edd
Smssinded Bedm ©w@umc 0@ hed »EFTDGHE
Beatert? &m0 0vig® cowdens 953ewdd. 9rIewied
28C wfumde s oxtesy 19462, »He IO §Eodww
¢s¥es3? Dr. Verghese Kurien. ® @057 os3mos, @538wied
B8S DEEDe. avimy I Onm @QCE w@umode @5y
O, eQE wHOICW WO G EOHEEO PBIEWD
ecImed BaEn® B Becdsizn 900 ©s8dEmmw @D
Bedmn. 9uIewidd deuw® yodsl m»® #&8 gud &E? gc¢
¢ & ¢8E ©@0® 878 00dsI0. O8 wi@dmwst cule
362 @u¥>00. & B0 050008, »OBETIDeE ©msIedds
800 oFems, &m ¢l88 dfersis B8 evidsI0. v
8Qumded. 96 eImed BB edege ewgd 8wwd 300
B YO Hme®m HBBBOLE CH @D, LBBBIBHOeE
w8 QuEd wmemO B el w@umd sved
Dedtesy? o®me, d ewis; Beeom Beadmio.
BPBICOEY dr¥cews’ o O ©wwisBOosio emd
DCO®E el edier’? emdduBes’, V5 WEDSWsY
PO s308nmIB DRI BYSY BT L0l & wOBOE wwinB
¥390C o & Bw qed wumd ewid; gdemnn
Bedmda.

O ©BBBROA, »PTeFO® s wdBe wnd
Bedn 9uin B0HOWE &¢ O w@umocwd alB m®i.
S 090 @deen. & i enedd. 0® ¢v® BeanD,
eme® SFEEmed § SeddRmyd w@umd w8Bw. YO
88 dw Bedlesy. & wumide ©n EB3ed 6wy
yodned Bednm 880 39.32m 9R® ewid; @dennm ¢ O1Im
FCRET weE & 9D® aur mOevs Bedmr. @B,
ComeD 8§20 D130e000E ©DEDIDWS.

B0 BBBROB, Hen® 1O O 0® nFOewsy ¢8
@ 55 . @@ Jed g8 Aewediny D BYeacs
88O O wBwWE @® PGS DWowde BT e
CP eIy Hyovsl. & wewy o® o®ewiese w@umd
8@ITVewsy ®OGH ®Wom edege, i, Gwid
QO8Im0 9w wBBC 808N ¢ IR, GBS
0080 ©¢dned®sInd, esiFemcEeE 883 NICD o,
& Ded® BPBEICWD BItYD BOBDH WBWD BYBIC e
208857 ©wwD B PEHD O O, 0@ W
©®mBDNBID) BenE 1 C1EON wwmed HBO ¢d@sd, strategic
plan o @desB. ©® wewr g8 duvwved o
OTBOGHIOT @c@ds0 HImD. ¢8 VWemd® dmn @D,
©® w@umC Dxmade Egen WO, &8 DReBecn OB
cdun 00 BE&reww OE. §8wed YA 00, gm® 838
SO PDO ©® GO sB8DEmBW WY

2DEGD Cah 20 BEDCO IO &EnBdrin edm,
GO BWIBEROSA.



3057 208Ee®5Ind 3058

B0 8518 BRo

(wrenTyLil@ sallgrari jeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana. You have 20
minutes.

[e.00. 12.13]
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Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana, your time is up.
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Order please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
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Whereupon ~THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF

COMMITTEES left the Chair, and THE HON. KITNAN SELVARAJ
took the Chair.

[3.55 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, I am thankful that I have
been given the opportunity to speak at the Committee
Stage Discussion on the Votes of the Ministry of Trade,
Commerce, Food  Security and  Co-operative
Development.

Sir, I would say that we cannot resolve the issues in
our country and take the country forward unless we move
away from debt and bring in FDIs into the country. Hon.
Minister, your Ministry is the backbone of the economy.
We have to bring in FDIs and to develop industries. Our
closest neighbour, India, has the largest population in the
world. We have a Free Trade Agreement with India. We
must start industrial zones and give investors incentives.
Unfortunately, every successive government felt that
investors are waiting to come and start industries in Sri
Lanka. But, our energy and labour costs are so high that
we need to create a mechanism through which we give
incentives to investors for industries to be set up in Sri
Lanka.

Then, Hon. Minister, I will be focusing on a very
important aspect in bringing in investments and dealing
with trade. Unless we have a vibrant Judiciary, we cannot
entice investors to come into Sri Lanka. The first concern
an investor who wishes to come and invest in Sri Lanka
has is, if he would have an issue with the Regulator or
with his local partners, how he could resolve it.
Unfortunately, if you file a case in the District Court, you
will have to wait for 20 years to bear fruits of victory. We
have set up a Commercial High Court in Sri Lanka and
from the Commercial High Court, there is right to appeal
only once. Earlier, from the District Court, you could go
to the Court of Appeal and then, to the Supreme Court.
Even with this mechanism, for someone to bear fruits of
victory of a decree, it will take 10 years. So, we have to
revamp our Judiciary with regard to commercial matters,
especially when foreigners come to invest in Sri Lanka.
We could give investor confidence by ensuring that
through a vibrant Judiciary, we would be able to protect
their rights.

Also, Hon. Minister, a lot of investors have come to
Sri Lanka because there is a dispute recognition
mechanism of arbitration. But, there are issues with
regard to arbitration. If you take the Arbitration Act, there
is no provision to get interim relief and certain
arbitrations take a long duration of time. Also, arbitration
has become a very costly process. So, I think there needs
to be a centre set up by the State by which the cost of
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arbitration could be dealt with. When you take leases in
Sri Lanka, the leasing agreements have an arbitration
clause. When an agreement has an arbitration clause, a
small-timer cannot go to court and therefore, the leasing
companies do what they want because one could only go
to court on a question of law. Normally, an average
citizen does not have the resources to go for arbitration
because he has to pay for the arbitrator and also the
centre. And, invariably, a small-timer does not understand
the process of arbitration. But, when you take the legal
mechanism of court, a small-timer is protected. So, I
would ask you to have discussions with the Ministry of
Justice and National Integration with regard to the
Arbitration Act and bring in a ceiling, where we could
have provision for transactions of lease holders and hire
purchase agreements which are less than a certain value to
not be referred for arbitration. Therefore, Hon. Minister, I
would like you to consider the aspect of revamping our
Judiciary for investments and especially the amendments
I suggested for the Arbitration Act. We need to bring in
changes to entice investors because otherwise, whatever
you do, Hon. Minister, with regard to promoting
investments and starting new industries, we would not be
able to succeed. Unfortunately, you see a great number of
foreign investors who have got played out; You must be
having various foreign nationals coming and saying that
they got played out by their local partner. So, unless the
Judiciary is vibrant, they would never have recourse.

Also, if we look at our Judiciary, we have the District
Court, the Magistrate's Court and the High Court. There
are over 15 vacancies which have not been filled in the
High Court from April last year. So, if we do not have a
strong Judiciary, we cannot -

OO Desz¥m e3@G80 Dwmo
(orenTll@ eugFhs Fwrdmian)

(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)
Is it relevant to this Ministry?

O B5NBBB BB oBesd Gedmoso Owmo

(orerllg Farrdug) FI L ggrent] epLeT LpervSUT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

It is relevant because unless these judicial
appointments are made, there would be law's delays and it
would also be relevant to an investor who comes into Sri
Lanka in this sense.

®C DeszIm es®GEe Dwmo

(oreryfl@ sushs Fwrdmian)

(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)

Bring it to the notice of the Minister of Justice and
National Integration.

OO B5NJB BB 0Bed Gedmow wmo

(orenrfl@ Farrdug) UL ggrent epLeT LpavSLT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

I am bringing it to your attention as the Minister of
Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Co-operative
Development because no investor or person would start a
business, if there are law's delays. Therefore, I am
bringing it to your attention so that you could tell the
Hon. Minister of Justice that there are 15 vacancies in the
High Court. The Judicial Service Commission should
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recommend the names to the President so that they could
be appointed. - [Interruption.] So, mention it to the Hon.
Minister of Justice, if you can. The judges also like to be
promoted from the Magistrate's Court to the District
Court, from the District Court to the High Court and from
the High Court to the Court of Appeal and from the
Court of Appeal to the Supreme Court. We need a vibrant
Judiciary and these judicial appointments must be made.
From April last year, appointments to the High Court
have not been made. I am not blaming anybody. The
Judicial Service Commission should recommend names
to the President so that those appointments could be
made. Otherwise, there would be law's delays and if there
are law's delays and the court process is not working
properly, investors would have problems investing in Sri
Lanka. Therefore, I respectfully urge you to look at the
suggestions I made with regard to the Judiciary. Also,
Hon. Minister, every Magistrate and every District Court
Judge likes to be appointed to the High Court. There is an
age limit of 60 years for them to serve in the High Court.
It is in the interest of the country that I am saying this.
You need a vibrant Judiciary to entice investment. So, in
that scenario, I beg you to look into the aspect that these
15 judicial appointments to the High Court are made as
soon as possible.

Thank you, Hon. Minister.

®G DesrIm @68 Dwmo

(oreirfl@ sushs Fwrdbian)

(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)

Hon. Member, I will convey your message to the
Minister of Justice and National Integration.

OO B50BuB BB 0Bl Gedmowo Dwmo

(orevryfl@ Ferrud Fi L gsrewntl epLIOVT LpervGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

I am very grateful to you for that, Hon. Minister.
Thank you.
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Thank you for your response, Hon. Minister. We and
our people hope that your Government would take
necessary action to address the issues in the North and the
East. Again, thank you so much for your response.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 497,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 471,000,000, for Head 116,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 116, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 33,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 33,000,000, for Head 116,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 116, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 747,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 747,000,000, for Head 116,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 116, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 102,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 102,000,000, for Head 116,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 116, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 295.- DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 301,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 301,000,000, for Head 295,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 295, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 30,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 30,000,000, for Head 295,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.
Head 295, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 297.- DEPARTMENT OF THE REGISTRAR OF
COMPANIES
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 105,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 105,000,000, for Head 297,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 297, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 298.- DEPARTMENT OF MEASUREMENT UNITS,
STANDARDS AND SERVICES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 232,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 232,800,000, for Head 298,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 298, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 299.- NATIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE OF
SRI LANKA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 84,200,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 84,200,000, for Head 299,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 299, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 300.- DEPARTMENT OF FOOD COMMISSIONER

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 112,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 112,000,000, for Head 300,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 300, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 205,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 205,000,000, for Head 300,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 300, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 301.- DEPARTMENT OF CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT
(REGISTRAR OF CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES)
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,

Rs. 88,000,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 26,100,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 88,000,000, for Head 301,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 301, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 126,100,000, for Head
301, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule
"put and agreed to.

Head 301, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 302.- CO-OPERATIVE EMPLOYEES COMMISSION
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure, Rs.
26,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 26,000,000, for Head 302,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 302, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 900,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 900,000, for Head 302, Programme
01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put and agreed to.

Head 302, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

®C Desz¥m e3®GEe Dwmo

(orerll@ sushs Fwrdmian)

(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe)

GRowsz0Ge) ©0; OBIEROB, "®dm 65¥d yOBw Domo
BE @B ©B¢, O dISBO wewo adws o @y «&8e" ©®
ewdEzn DO,

gadmas Sz @EY, et 3O8» Se.
e Bl HLILIL (B) eTHms CIBTeTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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At 5.59 p.m., the Hon. Presiding Member left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Thursday, 20th March,
2025.
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IMPACT OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION CIRCULAR NO. 19/2022
ON THE PUBLIC SERVICE

[6.00 p.m.]
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(orevrLfl@ Ferrdud i L ggrewt 6rid. BIFTD Sriflwiiuif)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, my Adjournment Motion is
on a very important matter.

The unexpected and forced retirement of senior
executive-level officers was mandated by Public
Administration Circular No. 19/2022 dated 14.09.2022,
reducing the retirement age of public officers to 60 years
with effect from 01.01.2023. This decision has had
serious consequences, particularly in specialized services
such as the Sri Lanka Foreign Service. As a result, there
is now a shortage of professionally qualified diplomats to
represent Sri Lanka in missions abroad and serve in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and
Tourism and the Department of Commerce.
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Recognizing this critical shortage of senior officers in
the Public Service, the then Government had previously
issued Public Administration Circular No. 02/2022 dated
06.01.2022, extending their retirement age to 65 years
with effect from 01.01.2022. This extension was
formalized through Government Gazette Extraordinary
No. 2263/5 dated 19.01.2022. The extension was
necessary, Sir, because many branches of the Public
Service had not conducted regular recruitments due to the
budgetary constraints caused by the economic difficulties
the country was facing at that time. However, the former
Government of President Ranil Wickremesinghe reversed
that policy through Public Administration Circular No.
19/2022, reducing the retirement age again to 60 years.
That decision is similar to throwing the baby out with the
bathwater.

Sir, the negative impact of this policy was
immediately  felt, particularly in  professional,
management and technical services. For instance, the Sri
Lanka Railways, already suffering from a severe shortage
of engine drivers, was forced to re-employ retired drivers
on contract basis while continuing to pay them full
pensions, an outcome that increased government
expenditure and proved counterproductive; they have to
be paid both the pension as well as a contract-basis salary.

While it is undeniable that the Public Service is
overstaffed, the real issue lies at the subordinate, clerical,
non-executive and minor grade levels. However, at the
senior executive level, the situation is entirely different.

The Attorney-General’s Department, where I cut my
teeth in the legal profession as a State Counsel, has also
been severely affected. Media reports indicate that over
29,000 pending files have further exacerbated the backlog
of court cases due to the shortage of prosecuting officers.
The specialist medical doctors, one of the affected groups,
successfully challenged this decision in the Court of
Appeal, which ruled that their services should be retained
until the age of 63. A similar approach should be adopted
for other critical services which face shortages.

I am aware that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Employment and Tourism, of all the Ministries,
is struggling due to lack of experienced senior executive-
level officers and is finding it difficult to identify skilled
personnel for foreign missions. As a result, the
Government is now reverting to the past practice of
appointing individuals from outside the Sri Lanka Foreign
Service, a practice that was previously criticized by
Members of your party, which is now in Government. |
have a copy of Hansard, in which this practice was
questioned some time ago. A viable solution, as
demonstrated by the Ministry of Health, would be to re-
employ experienced senior officers who were forced to
premature retirement due to Public Administration
Circular No. 19/2022 rather than resorting to external
appointments. Sir, by doing so, the retired Sri Lanka
Foreign Service officers affected by this policy could be
re-employed while retaining their seniority at the time of
their enforced retirement. That would allow the Sri Lanka
Foreign Service to benefit from their expertise, while also
reducing Government expenditure by suspending pension
payments for those re-employed on contract basis.
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It being 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,

20th March, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 21st
February, 2025.
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