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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 1 4" November, 2024)

A

Abayarathna, Abayarathna Herath Mudiyanselage Harischandra (Puttalam)
Abeygunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)

Abeysena, H.T. Chrishantha Silva (Gampaha)

Abeysinghe, Chathuranga (Colombo)

Abeysinghe, Nihal (Kalutara)

Abeywickrama, Upali Priyantha (Gampaha)

Adaikkalanathan, Amirthanathan (Vanni)

Athambawa, Aboobucker (National List)

Ajantha, Gammeddage (Matara)

Alawathuwala, Jayadewa Chandrawansa (Kurunegala)

Appuhamy, Makawita Arachchige Don Hector Hyginus (Puttalam)
Archchuna, Ramanathan (Jaffna)

Ariyawansha, Basuriyage (Ratnapura)

Arkam, Muhammadu Ilyas Muhammadu (Matara)

Amarasuriya, Harini (Colombo)

Ariyarathne, Ms. Kaushalya (Colombo)

Aslam, M.K. Muhammadu (Kurunegala)

Athauda, Mrs. Athauda Arachchillage Sagarika Gangani (Kegalle)

B

Balagalla, B.R.M. Sudath (Badulla)

Bandara, Kekiriwaththe Ralalage Nanda (Kegalle)

Bandara, Nungamuwa Ralalage Padmasiri (Polonnaruwa)

Bandara, T.M. Ravindra Aruna (Badulla)

Basnayaka, Ekanayaka Mudiyanselage Gedara Kumbure Gedara (Mahanuwara)
Bhashana, H.G. Lasith (Gampaha)

Biyanwila, Biyanwilage Sunil Jayalath (Matale)

Chandrasekar, Ramalingam (National List)

Dammika, Hettithanthri Patabendige (Kegalle)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)

De Lal, Naligama Hewage Asela Naleen (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Sugath Wasantha (National List)

Dharmasena, Wijesinghe Herath Mudiyanselage (Monaragala)
Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayake, Dissanayake Mudiyanselage Thanura Harshana (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, D.M. Dharmapriya (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, D.M. Sujeewa Indika (Kurunegala)
Dissanayake, Gamagedara (Matale)

Dodawatta, Susantha (Colombo)

Egoda Vithana, Asitha Niroshana (Colombo)



Faizal, Muhammadu Jaleel Muhammad (Puttalam)

Fasmin, Mohomad Sharif Mohomad (Mahanuwara)

Fernando, Anthonige Anil Jayantha (Gampaha)

Fernando, Mihidukulasuriya Weebaddage Janath Chithral (Puttalam)
Fernando, T.J. Priyan Stepni (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Galappaththi, Chathura Harsha Kumara (Matara)

Gamage, Sunil Kumara (National List)

Gamage, Thiththagalla Gamage Rathna (Galle)

Ganesan, Mano (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Gangani, Mrs. M.A.C.S. Chathuri (Monaragala)

Gihan, Ajith (Puttalam)

Gunarathna, Ruwan Wijeweera (Monaragala)

Gunasekara, Eranga (Colombo)

Gunasena, Medage Manjula Prasanna Kumara (Mahanuwara)
Gunasena, P.P. Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Gunasingha, Millagala Wedaralalage Nandana Upali (Kegalle)
Gunasingha, Mrs. Samanmali (Colombo)

Gunawardana, [.M. Nishantha Jagath Kumara (Kurunegala)

H

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (Matara)

Hemachandra, Arun (Trincomalee)

Hemachandra, Ms. Lakmali Kanchana (National List)

Herath, Appuhami Arachchilage Jeewantha Bhagya Sri (Anuradhapura)
Herath, Mrs. H.M. Geetha Rathna Kumari (Kurunegala)

Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Hettiarachchi, H.A.D. Sudarsha Champika (Gampaha)
Hettiaratchi, Chandima (Kalutara)

Hewage, Athula Welandagoda (Hambantota)

Hizbullah, Mahumudu Lewwei Aalim Muhammadu (Batticaloa)

Ilankumaran, Karunanathan (Jaffna)
Indika, Najith (National List)

Jayakody, Anton Sarath (Puttalam)

Jayakody, Punya Sri Kumara (National List)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekera, Aruna (National List)

Jayasingha, Mrs. Jayaneththi Koralalage Dona Thushari (Mahanuwara)
Jayasinghe, S.P.S. Mahindawansha (Gampaha)

Jayasundara, Thotagamuwe Kankanamge (Galle)

Jayatissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardhana, R.M. (Monaragala)

Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)
Jayaweera, Dilith Susantha (National List)

Jayaweera, Hapuarachchige Kosala Nuwan (Kegalle) [Died, 06th April, 2025]
Jegatheeswaran, Arumugam Mayilvaganam (Vanni)



Kabir, Mohomed Hashim Mohomed (Kegalle)

Kalaichelvi, Ms. Krishnan (Nuwara Eliya)

Kariapper, Mohamed Nizam (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Karunanayake, Sandres Raveendra (National List)

Karunaratne, Namal (Kurunegala)

Karunathilaka, Anura (National List)

Karunathilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Mrs. Chamindranee Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kithsiri, Gamlakshage Upul (Ratnapura)

Kodeeswaran, Kaveenthiran (Digamadulla)

Kodithuwakku, Janitha Ruwan (National List)

Kodithuwakku, Kodithuwakku Arachchige Jagath Manuwarna (Mahanuwara)
Kottahachchi, Mrs. Nilanthi (Kalutara)

Kugathasan, Kathiravelu Shanmugam (Trincomalee)

Kumara, Herath Mudiyanselage Gayan Janaka (Puttalam)

Kumara, H.M. Dinindu Saman (Badulla)

Kumara, H.M. Sarath (Monaragala)

Kumara, K.D. Chaminda Lalith (Gampaha)

Lal Kantha, Kuragamage Don (Mahanuwara)

Lakmali, Mrs. Rajagalbada Gamage Nilusha (Ratnapura)
Lakshamana, Namal Sudarshana (Kurunegala)

Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)

M

Madarasinghe, Saliya Sandaruwan (Hambantota)

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Madhuranga, N.R. Prageeth (Gampaha)

Madugoda, Gamage Chanaka Sampath (Galle)

Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Mapalagama, Ruwan Nishantha (Gampaha)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Meththapala, Abeywickrama Liyanage (Matara)

Mohamad, Mohammadu Farook Riyas (Mahanuwara)

Muhammedu, Ismail Muththu Muhammedu (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Muneer, M.M. Mohamad (Gampaha)

Musthapha, Mohomed Faiszer (National List) [From 11th December, 2024]

N

Naleem, Mohamed Sali (National List) [From 22nd November, 2024] [Resigned on 14th March, 2025]
Nanayakkara, Harshana (Colombo)

Nanayakkara, Sena (Anuradhapura)

Nawarathna, Wasala Mudiyanselage Susantha Kumara (Anuradhapura)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)

Nipuna Arachchi, Lakshman (Colombo)

P

Palihena, Palihenage Don Nimal Karunasiri (Anuradhapura)
Panagoda, Aruna (Colombo)

Pannilage, Upali (National List)

Pathmakumara, Nandana (Kalutara)

Pathma Kumara, Subasingha Shantha (Ratnapura)



lvi

Paulraj, Mrs. Saroja Savithri (Matara)

Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Hettiarachchige Dinesh Hemantha (Matale)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kolomba Thanthreege Nishantha (Galle)

Pinnagoda Vithana, Jagath Premalal (Kalutara)

Piyathissa, Lankapeli Gedara Wasantha (Digamadulla)
Ponnambalam, Gajendrakumar Kangesar (Jaffna)

Prabu, Kanthasamy (Batticaloa)

Pradeep, Sundaralingam (Ratnapura)

Prasad, Warnakulasuriya Madduma Muthukalage Amila (Gampaha)
Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premanath, Baraniwala Liyanage Lal (Matara)

Premathilaka, Mrs. Gammana Liyanage Hasara Nayanathara (Galle)
Priyadarshana, A.A. Ajith Shantha (Monaragala)

Priyasanjana, Akmeemana Gamage Roshan (Trincomalee)

Pushpa Kumara, Landuyaya Ralalage Karuwalamulle Wasantha (Ratnapura)

R

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)
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Samarasinghe, Herath Mudiyanselage Wasantha (Anuradhapura)

Samaraweera, Nishantha (Galle)
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Sooriyaarachchi, Chandana (Colombo)
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Sooriyabandara, G.D. (Kurunegala)
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Srineshan, Gnanamuththu (Batticaloa)

Sujeewa, Ms. W.A. Hemali (Gampaha)
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Thennakoon, T.M. Chandana Mihira Bandara (Kurunegala)
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Thilaganathan, Sellaththamby (Vanni)

Thilakarathne, Mrs. Premasiri Pathiranalage Anushka Darshanie (Nuwara Eliya)
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Thondaman, Jeevan Kumaravel (Nuwara Eliya)

U
Umanga, Mrs. Oshani (Kalutara)
Uthumalebbe, Meera Sahibu (Digamadulla)

v
Viddyarathna, K.V. Samantha (Badulla)
Vitharana, Aravinda Senarath (Hambantota)
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Wasalage, Mrs. Deepthi Niranjani (Matale)

Wasalathilaka, Wasalathilaka Gedara Nayana Priyankara (Badulla)
Watagala, Sunil (Colombo)

Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weeraratne, Eranga Udesh (National List)

Welipitiya, Welipitiyalage Rohan Kanchana (Kegalle)

Wickramaratne, Idampitiyegedara Wanigasuriya Mudiyanselage Jagath (Polonnaruwa)
Wijemuni, Muditha Hansaka (Mahanuwara)

Wijepala, K.M. Ananda (Kurunegala)

Wijerathna, Munhene Mudiyanselage Priyantha Kumar (Digamadulla)
Wijerathna, Rajawardhana Gedara (Nuwara Eliya)

Wijesinghe, N.D. (Gampaha)

Wijesinghe, Mrs. Wijesinghe Mudiyanselage Hiruni Madusha (Puttalam)
Wijesiri, B.M. (Kurunegala)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)

Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapara)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)
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SENIOR INDEXING OFFICERS — Mr. M.M.M. Nasaar, Miss S.A.D. Manori, Mrs. M.B.V.N.T. Fernando, Mr. A.M.C.M. Adikari

RECORDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. S.D.S.K. Thilakasiri

FINANCE AND SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (FINANCE) — Mr. G. Sarath Kumara

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mrs. K.A.I. Senarathna (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. D.V.O. Weerakoon (Principal Officer);
Mrs. R.AN.D. Alwis, Mr. R.C. Wijayathilake (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. L.D.H. Molligoda, Miss H.M.D. Lakmali, Mrs. H.E.C. Silva,
Mr. T.G. Balasooriya, Mr. KM.G.K. Jayawardana (Assistant Principal Officers); Miss. L.B.L.I. Laddusinghe (Parliamentary Offices)

SUPPLIES AND SERVICES OFFICE — Mr. P.H. Kumarasinghe (Assistant Director, Administration); Mrs. H.R.D. Soyza (Principal Officer); Mrs.
D.M.D. Alahakone, Mrs. G.R.U. Gamage (Deputy principal Officers); Mrs. E.A.N.M. Edirisinghe, Mrs. U.M.S. Prabhashini, Mrs. M.S.
Bandulahewa (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. B.N.H. Tissera (Senior Help Desk Co-ordinator)

CATERING ACCOUNTS OFFICE — Mr. G. Susantha Kumara (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. LM.A.K. Idirisinghe (Assistant
Parliamentary Officer)

RECEIVING OFFICER - Mr. B. K. Sampath

SHROFF — Mr. M.G.N.G. Dharmasena

STOREKEEPER (TECHNICAL) - Mr. M.P. G. Silva
PURCHASING OFFICER - Mr. M.G.P.K. Dharmasena

DEPARTMENT OF THE CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER

CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER — Mr. D.L.D. Adikari

DEPUTY CO-ORDINATING ENGINEER - Mr. K. K. D. Hannadi

CHIEF INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL)— Mr. P.W.A.U.K. Dayaratne

CHIEF INSPECTOR (CIVIL) — Mr. C.S. Balasooriya

INSPECTOR (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. W.R.A. de Mel

INSPECTOR (CIVIL)- Mr. C. U. B. Gamage

SENIOR TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. P.A.S. Lalith Kumara
TECHNICAL OFFICER (ELECTRICAL) - Mr. N.M.S.S. Nawarathne
TECHNICAL OFFICER (CIVIL) - Mrs. H.D. Jayakody, Mr. P. R. Wickramaarachchi
ASSISTANT PARLIAMENTARY OFFICER - Mr. B..K. Chanaka
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CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING DEPARTMENT

DIRECTOR (CATERING AND HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES) - Mr. R. H. Edirisinghe
EXECUTIVE CHEF - Mr. L K.C.S. Gajanayaka

EXECUTIVE HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. D.D.I. Thushara

F & BMANAGER - Mr. K.S. Sumanaweera

DEPUTY F & B MANAGER - Mr. G.D. Anil

SOUS CHEF - Mr. D.M.M.M.B. Ulapane

ASSISTANT HOUSEKEEPER - Mr. S.D. Rathnasiri

RESTAURANT MANAGERS - Mr. WN.R. Wijewardena, Mr. D.H.B.B. Pathmasiri, Mr. H.D.T. Priyantha, Mr. J.A.S.K. Jayakody, Mr. W.D.S.R.
Kumara, Mr. U.A.D. Nishantha, Mr. A.D.D.S. Gunasekara

GARDEN SUPERVISOR — Mr. R M.J. Rajapaksha

SENIOR HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS - Mr. M.D.E.M.N. Karunarathna

HOUSEKEEPING SUPERVISORS — Mr. G.R.S.K.D. Gamlath, Mr. B. D. Jagath Kumara, Mr. N.H.M. Janaka

F & B SUPERVISORS - Mr. N. W. M. Turin, Mr. S.J. Gamage, Mr. H.R.K.S.K. Peiris, Mr. L.G.C. Kumara

KITCHEN STEWARDING SUPERVISOR - Mr. G.A. Wijesinghe

CHEF-DE-PARTIE - Mr. P.R. Wijesinghe, Mr. B.T.R. Hewamana , Mr. R.P. Helambage, Mr. M.W.W.M.P.C.C. Walgama

LEADING COOKS - Mr. A.AD. Suranga, Mr. K.V.A. Jayawardena, Mr. RM.M. Srimal, Mr. G.S.P. Suraweera, Mr. B.A.P. Pushpakumara,
Mr. D.A.A. Amarathunga, Mr. P.D.P. Pushpakumara, Mr. M.B.A.P. Muthukumarana, Mr. R.K.A.D.T. Roshan, Mr. R.L.A.C.P. Rajakaruna

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES

DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. M. J. Perera

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. K.R. Herath (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. H.U.P. Kumara, Mr. R.A.R.L. Ranawaka, Mr. S.A.M. Shaheed, Mrs.
T.M.N.P. Tennakoon (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. A.N.D. Gunarathna, Mrs. J.M.S. Nirmani, Mr. U.P.B.M. Undugoda, Miss D.R.K.
Ranasinghe (Assistant Principal Officers); Miss E.H. Jayaweera, Mr. K.D.G.M. Krisantha (Parliamentary Officers)

BILLS OFFICE - Mr. W.W.N.S.C. Fernando (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. B.J.Abeysinghe (Principal Officer); Mrs. K.C.K. Peiris,
Mrs. A.C.F. Nusrath (Deputy Principal Officers); Mrs. M.E.K.K. Fernando, Miss G.K.C. Thilakarathna (Assistant Principal Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. C.M. Bulathsinhala (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. U. N. Panditha (Principal Officer);
Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalanda, Mrs. W.L.S.D. de Alwis, Mr. M.A.K.D.C. Kumara, Mrs. R.M.S. Samanjika (Deputy Principal Officers);
Mrs. W.M.L.M. Weerasinghe, Mrs. B.W.K.J. Welaratne, Mrs. H.N. Fernandopulle, Mr. T.H.S.U. Thirimanna (Assistant Principal Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE II — Mrs. HM.C.N.K. Herath (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. SSW.T.R. de Silva (Principal Officer);
Mrs. D.C.S. Rupasinghe (Deputy Principal Officer)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISES COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mrs. K.T.C.K. Peiris, Ms. S.RM.H.G. Samaradiwakara,
(Assistant Directors - Administration); Mr. L.B.R. Pathmasiri, Mrs. H.A.T.D. Hewaarachchi, (Principal Officers); Mr. S.L. Wickrma (Deputy
Principal Officer); Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee, Mr. J.T.L.P. Sameera (Assistant Principal Officers); Mrs. G.V.S.K. Kumari, Miss. G.D.J.D.
Ayeshmanthi , Mrs. G.L.D. Fernando (Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. M.K.S.D. Alwis (Principal
Officer); Mrs. R.P.Y.T. Warusavithana, Mr. M.R.D.T. Thilakasiri (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. K.T.L.A. Chandrasiri, Mrs. T.P. de Costa
(Assistant Principal Officers); Ms. D.L.T. Munasinghe (Parliamentary Officer)

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. D.D.U.K. Munasinghe (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. C.M.
Subasinghe (Principal Officer); Mrs. O.R.A.M.D. Sewwanthi (Assistant Principal Officer); Mr. W K.AM.M.M. Arthanayaka, Mrs. W.M.M.
Priyadarshani (Parliamentary Officer)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss K.D.S. Wijenayake

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mrs. J.P.M.P. Jayasinghe, Mrs. D.G. Wasana Madushani, Mr. A.H.L.A.R. Weerasiri
JUNIOR ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mrs. W.K.H. Jayani, Mr. S.H.M.W. Samarakoon, Mr. W.A.A.Wekkasinghe
CHIEF RESEARCH OFFICER - Mrs. G.R.A. Godagama

SENIOR RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mr. M. Ajiwadeen, Mrs. P.L.T. Erandathi

RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. RN.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mr. V. Muralithas, Mrs. D.S.P.AK. De Silva, Miss A.G.J.
Chathurika

ASSISTANT RESEARCH OFFICERS - Ms. G. H. M. S. S. Ananda
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CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETER - Mr. C.J. Karunarathna
DEPUTY CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. A.G. Mohamed Fiqrhi, Mr. K.D.R. Padmasiri, Mr. A. Saravanabavanandan

SENIOR PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. G.F.B. Sureshwaran, Mrs. N.B.CJ. Nissanga, Mr. P.L.P.L. Kumarasiri,
Mr. P. Shanthakumar, Mr. S. Rameshkumar, Mrs. R. Vasanthi Perera, Mr. M. Ajithkumar, Mr. M.H.M. Ramis, Mrs. A.L.A.D. Thiumini,
Mr. E.A. Amarasena, Mr. EM.N.S.M. Ekanayake, Mr. D.D.V.N. Dhammage, Mr. M.Z.M. Azka

PARLIAMENTARY INTERPRETERS - Mr. M.I.M. Fazi, Mr. C. Manimaran, Mr. P.M.A. Hussain, Mr. B.M. Razeel, Mr. S. Pradeep,
Mr. M.M. Najimudeen

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT

DIRECTOR (INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND MANAGEMENT)- Mr. N.B.U. Nawagamuwa

SYSTEMS ENGINEER - Mr. C.J. Willoraarachchi

SYSTEMS ANALYST - Mr. M.N.C. Wickramasinghe

COMMUNICATION / SECURITY ENGINEER - Mr. G.N. Lakmahal

SYSTEMS DESIGNER -

SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. A.S.D.M. Wickramaratne

WEB AND NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR - Mr. U.L. Geeganage

SENIOR COMPUTER PROGRAMMERS- Mr. D. Panditha, Miss P.M.M. Chandima

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER - Mrs. S.A.A.B. Athukorala

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (SINHALA/ ENGLISH) -

SENIOR WEB EDITOR (ENGLISH/ TAMIL) - Mr. M.N.M. Shifaq

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL OFFICER - Miss A.P.K.K.P. Thilakaratne

SENIOR COMPUTER OPERATORS - Mrs. P. Jehanya, Mr. J.S. Colambage, Mrs. K.G.S. Sewwandhi, Mr. W.H.U.D. Piyathunga,
I\A/II;eI;II.lD.D.P. Premasiri, Mr. K.P.P.S. Romawardhana, Mrs. W.D.A. Jayarukshi, Mr. L.G. Ashiq Ali, Mr. A.R.M. Rikaz Aly, Mr. A.M. Fowsul

SENIOR COMPUTER TECHNICIANS - Mr. G.M.T. Perera, Mr. H.S. Sathyajith

SENIOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS - Mr. V.R.S.J. Somaratne, Mr. W.S. Suranga

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION

DIRECTOR (COMMUNICATION) (ACTING) - Mr. M. J. Perera
PUBLIC OUTREACH MANAGER - Miss R.M.B.R. Ramanayake

MEDIA MANAGER - Mrs. RM.N.P.M. Hathiyaldeniya

PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICERS — Mrs. H.D.LE. Wickramasinghe, Mr. P. Rudrakumar, Mr. M.G.D.L. Wickramasinghe, Mrs. Y.L. Rishmiya
Nootan, Mr. A.S.M. Yasry

MEDIA OFFICERS — Mr. H.A K.A.M. Jayalath, Mr. M. Pirassath, Mr. B.S.K. Ekanayake, Mrs. U.U.M. Perera
MEDIA OFFICER (STILL AND VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHY) - Mr. U.G. Nuwan Duminda
PUBLIC OUTREACH OFFICE COORDINATORS — Mr. A.G.P. Amarasinghe, Mr. S. Jeyaprakash

MEDIA OFFICE COORDINATOR - Mr. K.R.G. Jayathilaka
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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] in
the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Speaker has received the following Message

from the President:
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(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has
endorsed the Certificate on the Bill titled “Appropriation”
on 21% March, 2025 in terms of the Provisions of Article
79 of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.
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VALUE ADDED TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL: DETERMINATION
OF THE SUPREME COURT

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR )

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Speaker has
received the Decision of the Supreme Court in respect of
the Bill titled “Value Added Tax (Amendment)”, which
had been challenged in the Supreme Court in terms of
Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has communicated that since both
Petitioners in S.C. (SD) 05/2025 and S.C. (SD) 06/2025
had opted not to proceed with the matter in view of the
undertakings given by the State, the Court had not made a
Determination on the Constitutionality of the Bill.

I order that the Decision of the Supreme Court be
printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings.
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Determination of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC
SOCIJALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

S.C. (SD) No. 05/2025 & S.C. (SD) No. 06/2025

“VALUE ADDED TAX (AMENDMENT)” BILL

BEFORE:
Hon. S. Thurairaja, PC, J - Judge of the Supreme Court
Hon. Kumudini Wickremasinghe, J & Judge of the Supreme Court

Hon. A.L. Shiran Gooneratne, J - Judge of the Supreme Court

S.C. (SD) No. 05/2025

Petitioner Dikkanda Plantation Ltd.
Dikkanda Estate,
Yakkala Road,
Wathurugama.
Counsel Shaheeda Barrie with Hiruni de Almeida,

Ridmi Beneragama instructed by Sanjeewa

Kaluarachchi

S.C. (SD) No. 06/2025

Petitioner Mary Kaushalya Gunaratne
226, Kadawatha Road,
Ragama.
Counsel Avindra Rodrigo, PC with Ashiq Hassim,

Christina Hettiarachchi and Amaan Bandara

instructed by F. J. & G. de Saram

Respondent in all cases

Hon. Attorney General
Attorney General's Department,

Colombo 12.

Counsel for the State Nirmalan Wigneswaran, DSG with Abigail
Sooriyakumar Jayakody, SC instructed by

Riznie Firdous, SSA

DETERMINATION OF THE COURT

A Bill titled “Value Added Tax (Amendment)” (hereinafter the ‘Bill') was published in
the Government Gazette dated 21*' February 2025. It was thereafter placed on the

Order Paper of the Parliament on 01 March 2025.

Two Petitioners in S.C. (SD) 05/2025 and S.C. (SD) 06/2025 invoked the jurisdiction
of this Court in terms of Article 121 of the Constitution by separate Petitions on 10t
March 2025 and 14™ March 2025, respectively. On 17" March 2025, when the
Petitions were taken up, Counsel for the Petitioner in S.C. (SD) 05/2025 made
submission indicating their intention to withdraw the Petition before it was taken up
for hearing. Accordingly, S.C. (SD) 05/2025 was dismissed and we make no

determination.

The Petitioner in S.C. (SD) 06/2025, who invoked jurisdiction of this Court on behalf

of herself, others similarly circumstanced as well as the citizens of Sri Lanka, is the



Regional Lead of Uber Lanka (Pvt) Limited. Uber Lanka (Pvt) Limited, which was
incorporated in 2014, is engaged in the business of providing market research,
product and services marketing including promotional and support activities to Uber
BV in Netherlands. The Petition stated that Uber Lanka (Pvt) Limited pays applicable
Value Added Tax (VAT) with respect to such business.

According to the Petitioner, Uber BV facilitates on demand transportation services
through a smart phone application, i.e. the Uber App, in selected cities in Sri Lanka
since December 2015, and Uber Portier BV provides the Uber Eats App service in Sri
Lanka since September 2018, which connects merchants with customers. In
providing these services Uber BV and Uber Portier BV acts as the intermediary
between partners who provide services and customers of those services, which
connects such partners and customers. The provision of services happens directly

between the partners and customers so connected.

The Petitioner highlighted with reference to Clause 2 of the Bill that it intended to
Amend the Value Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2025 so as “...to impose a tax liability on

the supply of services by a non-resident person by an electronic platform" in Sri Lanka.

Furthermore, with reference to Clause 2(a), the Petitioner argued that there is a
glaring ambiguity as to what would constitute ‘supply of services through an
electronic platform'. it was further argued that, when it comes to operators such as
Uber, it was unclear as to whether tax would be calculated to all of the funds that
flow through an electronic platform, most of which are passed on to local service
providers, who pays VAT on such amount so passed on. This, she argued, could
result in discriminatory tax burdens between local service providers and non-
resident service providers, or even between local offline service providers as against

local service providers who use a digital platform.
With respect to the abolition of simplified VAT scheme envisaged in Clause 2(b) of
the Biil, Petitioner argued that it could disproportionately impact small and medium

enterprises (SMEs) compared to larger corporations.

The Petitioner also argued Clause 4 of the Bill, which envisages mandatory VAT
registration for all importers and exporters irrespective of tax exceptions granted to
be a provision that unreasonably restricts and discourages businesses, especially
SMEs. She also contended that Clauses 3 and 8 of the Bill to have retrospective

operation.

In addition to this the Petition in S.C. (SD) 06/2025 also challenges constitutionality
of Clause 11 for granting unbridled power to tax authorities and Clause 10 for
allowing tax assessors to determine tax liabilities without adequate procedural

safeguards.

On such grounds, the Petition contended certain provisions of the Bill to be

inconsistent with Articles 3, 4, 12, 13(3) and 14(1)(g) of the Constitution.

As the Petition in S.C. (SD) 06/2025 was filed during the closing hours of the
Constitutionally mandated time limit, the application was only brought before the
Judges on the morning of 17" March. The same was served on the learned Deputy

Solicitor General when the matter was called before the Court the same morning.

Counsel appearing for the Petitioner, Mr. Avindra Rodrigo, PC informed the Court at
this point that he wishes to make representations to the learned Deputy Solicitor
General for the State to get instructions from the relevant ministries and authorities
in order to address the concerns raised by the Petitioner with regard to the

constitutionality of the Bill.

2025 godc 08

Accordingly, the matter was listed for determination on the 18" of March. When the
Court assembled on the 18", the learned Deputy Solicitor General presented a letter
dated 17" March 2025 by the Secretary to the Treasury providing clarifications to
certain concerns raised by the Petitioner as well as the Amendments proposed to be
moved at the Committee Stage of the Bill. Both Counsel undertook to file a joint

motion setting out terms of settlements and the documents aforementioned.
The said letter dated 17" March 2025 provided the following clarifications:

(a) The value of supply of goods or services for VAT purpose is determined in
accordance with the provisions of the Section 5 of the VAT Act. It will depend
on the nature of the services supplied and will have to be decided on a case-
by-case basis.

(b) The date of effectiveness of the VAT Amendment Act will be phased out to
October 01, 2025 from April 01, 2025 to enable better compliance by suppliers

providing services through an electronic platform.

(c) Relevant regulations relating to the payment of VAT on supplies made through
electronic platforms by non-resident persons could be promulgated only after
the enactment of the Amendment Act. Accordingly, actions will be taken to
promulgate the regulations dfter the enactment of the law but at least 03

months prior to the date of effectiveness of the tax.

Nhereas the amendments proposed to be moved at the Committee Stage of the

3ill are as follows:

Page 2, Clause 2 (1) Delete line 1 and substitute the following: -

“Sri Lanka, with effect from October 1,”
(2) Delete line 20 and substitute the following: -
“October 1, 2025,"; and”
(3) Delete line 25 and substitute the following: -

“machinery imported prior to October 1,”

Page 13, Clause 13 (1) Delete line 20 and substitute the following: -

“2011 but prior to October 1, 2025";"
(2) Delete line 22 and 23 and substitute the following: -

“(3) for any period commencing on or after October 1,

2025-
(a) a period of one month-

(1) where any person considers as an eligible

exporter under this Act;

(1) where any person has commenced any
business or any project in Sri Lanka and
undertakes to comply with the requirements

specified in subsection (7) of section 22;

(i) where any person supplies goods or services
to any Strategic Development Project under
item (xx) of paragraph (b) of Part Il of the
First Schedule to this Act during the project
implementation period or any specified
project identified by the Minister under item
(xxi) of paragraph (b) of Part Ill of the First
Schedule to this Act;”
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Page 14 : (3) Delete lines 09 to 13 (both inclusive) and substitute the
following: -
“products derived from plants cultivated on land or in a
green house, and include products that have undergone
preliminary processing steps such as cleaning, sizing,
sorting, grading, cutting or chilling for the purpose of

sale;”.

Moreover, it was further confirmed by the learned Deputy Solicitor General that
persons similarly placed will be treated similarly, irrespective of whether they are
resident or non-resident, in the application of Section 5 of the Value Added Tax Act,

as proposed to be amended by the Bill.

In view of these clarifications and amendments proposed to be moved at the
Committee Stage of the Bill, it was submitted by the Petitioner that she would not

be proceeding further in this matter.

The joint motion dated 18™ March 2025 placed before this Court by the Petitioner
in S.C. (SD) 06/2025 and the Respondent, along with all its annextures, is appended

hereto.

As both Petitioners in S.C. (SD) 05/2025 and S.C. (SD) 06/2025 opted not to proceed
with their Petitions, we make no determination as to the constitutionality of the Bill

in question.

The aforementioned details are submitted to the Parliament, the Speaker of the
Parliament and His Excellency the President for their information and necessary

action.

We wish to further place on record our deep appreciation of the exemplary
expediency and expeditiousness demonstrated by the learned President’s Counsel

for the Petitioner and the learned Deputy Solicitor General throughout this matter.

S. Thurairaja, PC, J.
Judge of the Supreme Court

Kumudini Wickremasinghe, J
Judge of the Supreme Court

A.L. Shiran Gooneratne, J
Judge of the Supreme Court
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DEATH OF HON. KOSALA NUWAN JAYAWEERA
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(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi Sjeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform this House that a vacancy in the
Membership of this Parliament has occurred with effect
from the 06" of April, 2025, in terms of the provisions of
Article 66(a) of the Constitution due to the death of the
Hon. Kosala Nuwan Jayaweera, Member of Parliament of
the Electoral District of Kegalle.

It is with profound regret that I inform this Parliament
of his passing away. On behalf of Parliament, I would
like to convey that we are deeply saddened by his demise
and would like to express our heartfelt sympathies to the
family of the Hon. Member.

The Vote of Condolence in this regard will be
presented to Parliament on a future date.

Bo B8 BO3wred Da&mD
SEWTEHSTIIeUTOTT HBlLSlullesrdHl 9 Mlshens
AUDITOR-GENEZRAL'S REPORT

®0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg LWrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

On behalf of the Hon. Speaker, I present the -

e Second Instalment - Part LVII and Ninth Instalment -
Part XLIV of the Report of the Auditor-General for
the Financial Year 2019;

e Second Instalment - Part LX of the Report of the
Auditor-General for the Financial Year 2021; and

e Second Instalment - Part XXXIX and Ninth
Instalment - Part XXII of the Report of the Auditor-
General for the Financial Year 2023

in terms of Article 154(6) of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

O BOF ST OWm (Do), BW®E®, DS
% 88F @Y eeddr @i 8w BEEed®xIned

83850 B DD O)
(omessryifl@ LiLosv THBT WSS - CurdGHeursgl,
QBB EHFTEWVHET, FGlwM(pHBIGET LOHMID FHallsy alloTer
CFenauds 6T S|eMIDFSF(HLD LITTTEHLOGTDSF FeHLI (LPFEV6U (HLD)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the
House of Parliament)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I move that the said Reports be

printed.

G S8z &Y, e @@ S,
afleorr GBI (B) sTDmIs ClsmeemLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

9829 e eww mE Gl Bewlo mo» GE.
Y5 PIHET YFF_ LI 11 swemuil_ LI L ).
Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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B8 eFx08w 88w 5ID®
Fsorldlésliiul L LGS rmigser
PAPERS PRESENTED

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5e8w (§er®ams 8Y GBIV,
ceed @B 8 DatBe ¢ddsIessy ¢@imsnBa)

(orewryllg  (sovrplgl)  anflefll  Guwr@gflu - Wrsw
IWWFFHD  Hevall, 2 wi sval wWHMID CFTHDHSV
O|EWLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the -

(1) Annual Report and Annual Accounts of the
Institute of Technology of the University of
Moratuwa for the year 2023;

(i)  Annual Report of the National Institute of Library
and Information Sciences of the University of
Colombo for the year 2023;

(iii) Annual Report of the Postgraduate Institute of
Medicine of the University of Colombo for the
year 2023;

(iv) Annual Report of the University of the Visual and
Performing Arts for the year 2023; and

(v)  Annual Report and Accounts of the Postgraduate
Institute of Science of the University of
Peradeniya for the year 2023.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and
Human Capital.

gama S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr Bl H LI (B) eTmmys Gls eI L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@S (§0028w) 0B ¢®5eBw

(omevsrLil@ (sevrBld) amilesh ojor@sw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, 1 present the Performance Report of the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal for the year 2023.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

Y S 8, e ®@m» Sa.
afleorr alQSHLILIL (5 s7Hms Gl TeTarLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBews

(oreryflg (HevrHg)) anfesh ojr@Esfw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I present the Report on the observations and steps
taken in terms of Standing Order 119(4) of Parliament
with regard to the matters mentioned on the Judicial

Service Commission Secretariat in the Report of the
Committee on Public Accounts, which was presented to
Parliament.

I move that this Report be referred to the Committee
on Public Accounts.

g S8z &Y, et @@z Sas.
alflearr e flGlabsLLI (5) eTmmys GlsmerenLiLiL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.

@G (89008) BB ¢®5eyBes

(oressrfl@ (SvTHlF) anfesf ojwreEfw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Aswesuma
Welfare Benefit Payment Scheme made by the Minister
of Finance, Planning and Economic Development under
Section 9 of the Welfare Benefits Act, No. 24 of 2002,
relating to welfare benefits and Eublished in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2429/02 of 24" March 2025.

I move that the Scheme be referred to the Committee
on Public Finance.

g 88z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflearr BlbHLILIL(B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

®5 DOE S¥mnem Dwmo

(oressrfl@ LD rémTwdss)

(Th'e Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

@0 Bewd®s ®Onemn®8, 2023 D8sws ey KHBm
DB EEDES PBHBEE Dob8m D18mD OO @eduns WIS.

OO DYmD wWIBE BHYDO® wH e 88
00850 BEIE goe@m el e en m0m ©8wid 0dn 0w
e G 98 OO ewddmn HSS.

g 88z &Y, wwo e3®@z Ses.
aflsorr MBS BLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLILIL 1 g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@G 88» edds ®vm (Bedn »OYn, Sedr dBw

€320 £300902 ¢ B2 ®0)

(wrewryflg  alledls  Camrs - GQeuellBri L gisusvser,

Qeuaflpr (B CoueneveumiiiliLy HMID &FHMIVT HEPLOFEFIT)

(The Hon. Vijitha Herath - Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Employment and Tourism)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Annual Report of
the Sri Lanka Convention Bureau for the year 2023.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Economic Development and
International Relations.

G S8z &Y, e @@z Sas.
aflsorr BB HBLILIL (B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLiLiL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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o6 9B E welemnB Sums (ESsIm ww

O10BBHIO 805D g@im1n@)

(omewrLll@ el ampbEIGTORTESS - MBHESTH HMID

Qsrflev pwpAwrsssreny HLNalhsH jewLwdei)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and

Entrepreneurship Development)

o0 Boewdds m»Osnemn®B, 2022 Ddse wcwe
BB o 88 (3doE®) ©8@ne® D88m Dibmd ©®
988ux 8.

©0® D850 §8Sm w-DFWH®W wY gBIBHELBD DS
B8EAC ¢:Bm el en m0m 01D 00D 0w »E @n W8
©® ewldsn WS8.

g S8z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
aflsarr Bl H LI (B) STDmys GCls eI L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 (e00ex1) »HBBTE BwBedes Dvmo (ewedns 5w

B5IDIS 3o 85 e 8D Y

83082032 ®)

(oreryllg  (sweugdwi) peflhs Lwavew - &STSTILD

WwHMID CeUGFST 2611 & YEWEFFHLD Y TFTHISHS &L Fullesr

Yo HBHTEVTFTEYILD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

®©0 Bewddss ONEDROB, BDS, SEE @w @Ind
0us ¢@ioun® e0dMedsy ©® 2022 dbvw wews & Eomo
SBm SE8D Do ®wDEIL glmB8ed 88w Dadmd
98B8u »S8.

©®® Di8mD 380w, BmEDG 6w wd®unl B D@
B8EAC @B e en m0m 510 00D 0w BE ¥ 8
®® ewd®zn ®SS.

gama S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorr BB LI (B) eTmmys GClsmersmLILIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@6 (99008 w) &.00.88.9D. gdwedns) Ovm (Soess
8B8uEm, sEar W Y B BIED §LImBHE)
(wreryflg (Currdiflwi) er.61d.67iD.6TF. SUWITSHET - QUITF)
Bl(HEUTE, LOTHTERT FEMLSET LHMILD 2_6TehITL & HeHLOEFFIT)
(The Hon. (Prof.)) A-HM.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
O Bewdss mOrsnwemn®B3, 2023 D&sw wews & Como
60805 880ED BBl Dl8m Db OO 8Ty
»0S.

©®® Da8mD G BIEHIW, WBBW Y B88E gadBenw
B @B adteen m0m 510 00D 0w BE ¥r ©&B
®® ewddzn ®SS.

e Sz 8, estr @@ Sa.
o Bl HLILIL (B) eTmmys GIBTeiTemLILIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@0 (e00exs) BB BwBedes Ovmo

(wrerflg (weubslwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

@0 Bewdds mOsnemn®s, ©8:s g@imusn®o
c0medsy ©® 2021 d8sw w®wewr ©®8s ©8ud gioFHuven
28080l D288 D800 9Bus WSS,

0O® D800 38edw, BEOG 5 ®er BCecTDw@
B8EAC ¢-Bm 2B e en m0®m 5100 00m 0w WE Y w18
®® ewddzn ®SS.

Ygama S8z 8, et @@z Sas.
aflsorr GG HLILIL (B) 6TDmIs CIBmeTenLiLIL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

©C BedTh 888 eudFcd ONBw (zImo w®»

€ OgD ¢PImsBwt)

(wreryfl@ (HHg)) #@rregr srallgglfl Gursvrmrey - waeafli

wHDID ANl HIEIUS6T HEPLOFEFIT)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj - Minister of

Women and Child Affairs)

oG Bewdss DONeHR®A, Jved Sam® BEac
D0 00D D85 EEedxindd 088sy WmI® c¢
D800 sImN, €@ WOYRH W B BIICHBIO®
3®000w Y & wlerw DO 0B Gwnd) BOIBTW
wogm BEACOD 8Bed®sined w€hds Hewlo 119(4)
2000 BB Fees 59 07 C1@ Bw®8o B8R Dadmd ©®
988ex ®SS.

OO Do8md CHed Bem® BEIC IO wW¥ID ©OH
e »E ¢ @18 OO ewldrn WSS.

g 88z &Y, wwo 0@z Ses.
afloarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy
Question put, and agreed to.

o6  (g00:8w) BB »BE ocwemd Swmo

(Bddmss, §odm ©w»w wdmaBm ®»OEH
2@ ®o)
(wresyflg  (sevrpld)) adlefllginw sl GCebarall -

USSFTFET, FLOW LOPMILD HOTFTT H&VIUVHET S[eVLOFFIT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)

@G Bewdss mOtNemOB, swm sl Dbm ©©
98B8u »S8.

@i 2023 DEwes  wewy  woedmadm
©¢08me05ned 8w 65y DalmD; e

(i) 2023 D8sw wewr oD @¢edne®sIned Db8m
a8 30R5) Dobm0D.

DOED)

OB Ddmr giBHIB, KO DECEIB ¥ DD HPTLMDE
BEAC ¢1:Bm q¢dbe e m0m 85100 00D 0w WE W¥r Wi
®® ewddnmn »SS.

gamas S8z &Y, wws 0@z Ses.
aflsorr BB BLILIL B eTHmYS Gl TeTemLiLIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.
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@G (8028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(oreryflg (HevTHF) anias & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I have a clarification to make.

6 Beradss HOzEmDO)
(orewryilg Lrdld FuTBTST Sjauissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Member?

@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orevwryLil@ (evrHd) aniayg & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

©0] Bewdss DONemOB, ¢ 0o 2@ BnSw
BBeCom 920ux B0 mer, 1A yBCw BB
@wOon enem® ewldrNOE wdOITTVewsy. ¢sd Jont BB
RO Bw, ©®O 2O BRBw. viNE, e®m g¢ ced table
®OE a¢ ¢OEF Committee &m0 oI BwecEo Bwsrds. Ssf
9880l WmOEIWSE VO Y(BWD Bedmds »O
e o e¢sIm, Paper &m present me ©eg Committee
OO 0¥ ®»ELT study »osim.

O BOE S NBH Dm0

(oressrLyfl@ LNo6) réHmTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

@0 Bewdes »ONNEHROB, o®® 01d O ©8sY
928e BT Bedmlen? qfdiy® yBEBT ead &
BB ww qEdow® yBcow Yo OB BBOW. @¢ qud
Parliamentary Business Committee ©z ded o0 @® Bzied
oIy Bew. »Y, a8 Soved N wDwHmR®
©0®® wimdPh OE by agreement ©w ©8Ee®sIned
200IR08 g¢ @@m @2Buy meg. Committee dou’
00208 BEOO DD BT

O OB DO IBEZ Dm0
(orenTLll@ SWhS &HewTTSVEHS)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
O Bewdess m»snemn®A, -

®0 BewTss mO509emn o
(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka?

®C] OBBID WS B R DV

(orenTLll@ SWhS & HETTSVES5)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

OO Bewdss mDmemnOB, ¢ aud gedt)d O8sT o®
O30 By® C @ Bedmryds. Jomsy 18 00 O o
2ol B0 dAdw v 0B 80m Dwe®s dm &
01888 ¢8 gm®m OB, O BWNIBNWHHOA, »HY 2024
eFamed amd dcm 0 410,000 ¢@@:8n 2©5%00
835®® o BPYew. ¢z ©® Ed vpe gMd I yOrenw
310,000220 8@ 00 Beamds. dnemd & gem: 100,000
O VIROBIE0 OB BEedew Boadmdig BwEs gud end
@93 e ® ¢ B GIOBIBY O BE.

@0 (390080) B v¥BRed Ovwmi (§dw
808D, 8300 OB 8Y Y 85IRHZIOS®
¢@am1 &)

(wrewryfl@g  (seorBlgl) o ured  ueresfllev@s - Errdlw
NallBdbdl, Fepslt UTSHISTOL WHMID Feps sugIaLl (Hens
S|EDLFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social  Security and  Community
Empowerment)

@0 Bewdds mOsnemn®B, 9@ Bwey mdenw ©3,
owd vpe @md. DHYY GO DD ¥BD HIOCHBsY
138,00020 @8 & 205900 e ecsiesy. J oewmn oesd
sped BRend G ocsieny By §od g nw 85T
g @Ogs» wmomlery. & BHw ©8 BOCLOO Bum,
138,000 0 es5m0 068 & 80500 cah ecsfersy Bem Om.
I 208 ¢ @8 & 280500 & S, 310,0000 c@o
e¢stess.

@S (§0028w) w88 ¢ BFDo Bwmo

(renrfl@ (HevTHF)) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

®0; Bewdss »ONemH®B, ©O0 nudem Eo
@e5i®). ©0 #OBRS Bwnm mdemws O BEosimdr. ot
2w . Y ¢80 0@ Owd vp® DO Creew
2O e® u®ed wWIWMDB WIBTeY DD ®WOYedE womdLH
WO & O DB HI» BPen Bws OB 0® Bwsies].
0008 a8 Bwslesy.

®0 DOE STHNGB D™

(et sl LD rémTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

O0T Bewd®s mOsnemn®B, 8Eed®sindd ewd oy
988 WO #FOBOGO «©® BdDm e B0
Beamdr. & BEacd BBuBOIw 88 ah 8y cuecd ¢
Beamdl. & amd mnO8 @redt)d mOGn ®OBIesT.

8®m500086 CBEedRE WO VI
Da&mv
G WFHFFTT Y CVTFMITSH &) (LD

9| W5 6W &5 61T
MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
REPORTS

O BBk wSuem 5305088 mS v (§8moe 8w

5B SDdAm gLy ®0)

(reryfl@g  FULGgrentl apiagesr BrevITwESTT - B

wHmib CaAw @meLLILTL () HEPLOEFFT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

@0 Bewdes »Omnemn®s, admden ©Y HHBD
SdVm0 »Ogn B8E8AC gPM0aBw CBedem MOD
65800 00m ewd mOm c¢ 2013 g 2 ¢On @l »E
By eguw (Seds BBBm) vmen 7(2) DoxyBe wdess
aldmoen ©Y HHBm STV @ imOsw B8ET BHmHO®
GO, 2025 &858 08 8B gom 2418/28 ¢om ¢B Beds
OO vyed 8¢ WO ¢ Bud®w 8OITVewWsY OB ®ICH
%000 D8md ©® 9e8us WI8.

@w0edisw O HIw grwld Bewlw mom 8.
FUTLTL_GBIs0 (B)hsbmds w1 1_swemull_ LI’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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082 adleen O 3w Damo
SlewMEFTT CHUTTEDeUS (L) Mdend 6T
SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS

@6 (e00¢3) 58 9Iem Dwmo

(wrewflg (waubslui) pedld @)bH%s)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika)

O Bewdd®s ®mONGDROB, Goess BB, GBBG N
88C aovens BEDC qoo@m adeen m0m wwd 0dn
@wWw§ WOB (¢, BCRWBE cFenm of BEIC omy
emYPun ®wOITRewsY OB Om ©wwIed Dibnd ©®
988u »S8.

@w00@ew On HIw gkl HBewlo o @&
FUTLTL_SE60 315555 st 1_swemuill_ i’ 1 gj.
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

@ag D502300 BERE 0% 5%@d
Da&m0D
QIFTHIS ClUTMILiypwmHFser Limpilu
Gupaller 9 MlsEemas

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES

@G (060¢3) Bwoxdm 8OSSS Dvmo

(wrerfl@ (waubglwit) Blagrbs Fwrafr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)

©0] Bewdds mOEmROB, ¢ 8Eedxsined
BEYOB w0 Da0w wewo @ag OBad BEDE m0m 98Ied
SEYNB D800 wwed Beds gdwdw @BD Bowe
0200057 sPwmE 0 @23vy Wo® ams, OF @-G8 wy
@¢®g v Bourw v OB 9e8ur HBOO »Own
WO DO¢ 5300 BIS.

O BOE IimnGm Dwmo

(LomessrLfl@ LNo6d rémTwIdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

©0] Bewdss mOmNemnOB, "O® Di8md Geems »E
gnw" 8 08 ewddzn »SS.

gadmas S8z @EY, et 3O8» Se.
aflsorr Bl H LI (B) eTmmys GClsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

D9800 Geevas wE Gl Bowiw o G&.
Ylsems YIHL_ L& H1 1 sweruil_ i1 gy.

Ordered that the Report be printed.

®o BOE I BeH Dwmo

(omessr 8@ LNo6d réHmTwdss)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

00 Boewdss DONED®ROB, D s8Ce®sIned
COPE deof sg8 D800 928un H800 oo wwisBn®s
3@ OFOS »Ogn BB @8 qow OB & Ded®
COPE de »0@gn 8E¢D $5ym0 ne 8¢ dtoE cos3eds
BedE Bedm D a8 ¢Bvds. ety sWew S3wd &8
0O D¥md BEICD 928edl 2mm ound ©vr BHsem
B¢ R OBIB DEeBecITT @D5YDo.

cunes®
LD&)| &5 % 61T
PETITIONS

O35 BE ©ESSB Dvmo

(oressryfl@ Blanmsd sevliLgs)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)

@0 Bowd®n mOsnemnOA, OO swm wewsy osend
w5 BEOIODS.

(1) »oode, 80080 wx E8mewd ©dd 8D
BICBEBG® Bvmnens’ C1a)1g eund;

2) 209csTem0, PAE, MIBEBLIDE, WPYO® eved
@5 B8mewd 828 8.8. emdnden Dvmensy
ClRw ouFnd;

3) oEam, BABcH, '8 «» EBmewrd @D
0.0, BAE Qvmensy 1@ oK,

4) ¥, mHeED, dwd @00, gom 151/1 ¢ Borews
8.8 ©0.3.8. Be®83 Ovmens’ C1ag ovrnd,

5) oWCEDE, VLN, D @ ew EVLS WD
E8meu8 888 90. 0D Putuens’ Cial%
eenie®;

6) BeFws@co®, cpyen SmewEan, ¥EemICYEE @m
BBmewud 188 60 ®S OB §a0dd Lvmiensy
Clw oun®; e

(7))  209csTemd, HCH®, OO, gow 2482 ¢om
Brewd 688 DAED. 68w Pur@wens’ Ciee
SISISION

oG BB BEsIB 022900908 dwdSw

(oressryfl@ L Sgrent (HHwd) Blevbd QsriLandd)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney-at-Law)

@O0 Bewdss DOsNemROB, Simed, BEOE ©on),
gom 5/4 & 1/2 ¢ovy dOmrend 388 ¢8.98. Ewiznwm
Ovmens’ Ciae eued®n ©° BEwnsIDs.

®S Bewdsns SR

(oressryfl@ LWrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Lasith Bhashana Gamage - /Not in the
Chamber.]

@S @E eyg®@svn Dvmo

(omessryifl@ svmrsw LIGrLoBTs)

(The Hon. Lal Premanath)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present a petition from Mrs.
K. A. Naduni Ahinsa of Deniyaya, Kolawenigama,
Pallegama, Bambaragoda.

988 WO 3¢ euwwd® Pwerm euwwd® SEI¢ 0w
2560000 e508c @iz wB Bowlw mo» &

FLOFLIGHLIIL L 1065 HDNLI CUITSHILES SHAPYbEHTF FITL L &
HL1_swemufl_ LI L gj.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

2024 ©200095 &wsed 8O BDam I RE »HO

EPF &% ETF @®z): ednd

2024 peulbLii TSI WPHN YFBTHS s’ L
EPF wpmin ETF Gariiyssir: afluyid
EPF AND ETF FILES NEWLY OPENED SINCE NOVEMBER, 2024:

DETAILS

276/2024

1. ®0 9¢3.80., ®82328 wmo
(omevsrLyLl@ eTevv.6TLD. LOM &S TIT)
(The Hon. S.M. Marikkar)
DO @@ rensy ¢ ydme - (1):

@ O

(i)

(i)

(iv)
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Ol DO, OO emORT; Swed WOS e
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WBIB) O @OV DD ex¥OsIesie?
(20) ondeE »®, S ©sie?

Qs TIfleL HyemwFFamrd CHi L allesrm:

(<) ()

(i)

(iii)

oari i Ggweory  BlEwid  whmud  eerfluii
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asked the Minister of Labour:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the number of files
that have been newly opened for employees
under the Employees' Provident Fund and
the Employees' Trust Fund can be used as
an indicator for assessing the economic
development;

(i) the number of files that were newly opened
under the Employees’ Provident Fund and
the Employees' Trust Fund in November,
2024, separately;

(iii)  whether action will be taken to present the
number of files that have been newly
opened under the Employees’ Provident
Fund and the Employees' Provident Fund
every month, commencing from December,
2024 to Parliament; and

(iv) if so, the date of the month on which the
aforesaid information will be presented to
Parliament?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:

(@)
@

(ii)
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(vii)

(b)
(1)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

™)
(vi)

©

Will he inform this House the -

number of depots which belong to the Sri
Lanka Transport Board;

depots which make profits and those which
incur losses, out of those referred to above,
separately;

measures to be adopted in regard to depots
which incur losses;

number of buses owned by the Board;

number of buses which are currently
deployed in running operations and the
number of buses that have been removed
from the fleet, out of the number of buses
referred to above, separately;

reasons for removing the buses from the
fleet; and

total number of employees of the Sri Lanka
Transport Board?

Will he also inform this House the -

number of railway stations in Sri Lanka;

number of trains that are currently deployed
in running operations and the number that
had been removed from the fleet,
separately;

reasons for removing trains from the fleet;

number of new trains that are currently
deployed in running operations;

total number of employees
Department of Railways; and

of the

number of casual employees and the
number of permanent employees of that
Department, separately?

If not, why?
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asked

the
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Minister of Urban Development,

Construction and Housing:

(@) Is he aware that -

@

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

™)

the project to provide drinking water to
Vavuniya Town was implemented during
the years 2010-2011 with financial
assistance of the Asian Development Bank
and that paddy fields, farmlands, houses
and religious places were acquired for that

purpose;

a ftripartite agreement was signed on
05.11.2013 among  the farmers’
organizations, the Divisional Secretary and
the National Water Supply and Drainage
Board in this regard so that no prejudice
would be caused to the farmers and the
land owners;

issuing of permits for the alternative lands
provided in place of the acquired lands, and
providing proper irrigation facilities and
establishing and renovating access roads
for those lands have not been done up until
now;

members of the affected farming families
have not been provided with jobs under the
above-mentioned water supply project on a
priority basis so far; and

no action has been taken to channel the
additional water overflowing from the
anicuts to the renovated tanks belonging to
the Department of Agrarian Development?

(b) If so, will he inform this House of the measures
that will be taken to resolve the issues referred to
above?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@S 30 WO EIBECD OWm (5208 805D,
93BBO ww BDoes ¢@amsn®)

(oresryfl® ST sHeTTHvss -

por  ouilelnsg),

Blirwresfliiy wpmib ef_eowiily SjewLdair)

(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Urban
Development, Construction and Housing)
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Hon. (Dr.) Sathiyalingam, please make your second
Supplementary Question short.
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the

Minister of Urban Development,

Construction and Housing:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

©

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

separately, the names of the areas in the
Trincomalee District that have been
provided with drinking water by the
National Water Supply and Drainage Board
and those areas that have not been provided
S0;

whether he is aware that around 5,000
families living in the areas of Kuchchaveli,
Pudavaikattu, Tiriiai and Salappaiyaru,
which belong to the Kuchchaveli Divisional
Seretary's Division, have faced immense
difficulty in obtaining drinking water as the
National Water Supply and Drainage Board
has not provided driniking water to those
areas;

whether plans have been made to provide
drinking water to the said areas
expeditiously;

whether plans have been made to improve
the drinking water facilities in the
Trincomalee District as a whole?

Will he also inform this House the -

)

(ii)

number of hours for which the drinking
water supply was disconnected in the
Kinniya Divisional Secretary's Division
from 01.01.2022 to 01.01.2024; and

main reason for the aforesaid disconnection
of the water supply ?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you asked two Supplementary
Questions. One is about expenses the consumer has to
bear, and the other is about the interrupted water supply.
The Hon. Minister has answered them both, I believe.
Thank you.
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asked the Minister of Defence:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

(iii)

the soldiers recruited into the tri forces
under the Special Recruitments (enlisted)
have been deployed in duties related to
various occupations;

they have been permitted to perform duties
in civilian clothes or in workwear without
wearing the uniforms relevant to their
services; and

accordingly, a problem has emerged as 43
soldiers employed in duties at the
Information Technology Division of the Sri
Lanka Navy have been instructed to wear
uniforms?

Will he state -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

\Y)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

the number of soldiers who have been
recruited under special recruitments and are
currently in service, separately;

the respective duties assigned to them and
the privileges  they are entitled to,
separately;

whether they can wear their service
uniforms in addition to civilian clothes;

if so, the instances in which they can do so;

the authorities that undertake the issuance of
instructions/circulars/orders  relating  to
them;

whether they may be ordered to wear
uniforms at the discretion of the Head of the
Institution;

whether the soldiers referred to in (a) (iii)
above perform their duties in service
uniform; and

if not, whether they perform duties in
civilian clothes or in workwear?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, in the interest of time, could you
please make it brief?
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Question No. 6 - 569/2025 - (1), the Hon. Ravindra
Bandara.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:

(@)

Will he inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

whether the programme to provide freehold
deeds to the owners of deeds to government
lands, which was implemented by the
previous Government, will be continued;

the number of frechold deeds that have
been granted under the programme so far;

whether he is aware that the owners of
deeds to government lands have
surrendered their deeds to the respective
Divisional Secretariats in order to obtain
freehold deeds wunder the aforesaid
programme; and

the manner in which deeds that have been
surrendered to the Divisional Secretariats
will be returned?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Could we get on to Question No. 09? Hon. Member,
do you have a second Supplementary Question?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1) whether any form of regulation is in place
regarding private tuition classes that are
conducted targeting the GCE (O/L) and the
GCE (A/L) Examinations;

(i) ifnot, the reasons for not regulating them;

(iii)  whether she is aware of the teachers who
conduct the above-mentioned private
tuition classes and their educational
qualifications;

(iv) if not, the reasons for not being aware of
such information;

(v) whether she is aware that private tuition
classes are conducted at present targeting
the GCE (O/L) and the GCE (A/L)
Examinations from 8.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m.
on school days;
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(vi) whether appropriate action will be taken
regarding conducting of tuition classes
mentioned above;

(vii) if not, the reasons for not taking action
regarding it; and

(viii) the steps that will be taken regarding the
adverse impact caused to government
schools due to conducting of private tuition
classes as mentioned in (v) above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Ui @)dFFewLd@ mlalliiuryr?
@) @TCmev, ereir?
asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(a)  Ishe aware that the -

(i) Chilaw General Hospital has not been
developed for a long time; and

(if) patients visiting the above hospital are
severely inconvenienced as a result?
(b)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a plan to upgrade the
aforesaid hospital into one with all
necessary facilities; and

(i) if so, what course of action will be taken in
order to achieve it?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social
Security and Community Empowerment:

(a)  Will he accept that the -

(1) Sri Lanka Samurdhi Authority, established
in the year 1995, was transformed into the
Department of Samurdhi Development in
the year 2013 and currently employs about
25,000 employees;

(i) payment of pensions to the employees who
had retired from the aforesaid Department
has been stopped for about a year and they
and their dependents have been in great
difficulty as a result; and

(iii) election manifesto of the present
Government has also assured that the
aforesaid problem will be resolved
expeditiously?

(b)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) reasons for not paying pensions to the
aforesaid employees, be it by withholding
the retirement gratuity amount as a
temporary measure;

(i) measures that will be taken to provide a
permanent solution for aforesaid matter?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Questions under Standing Order No. 27(2). The Hon.

Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the Opposition.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The second Question under Standing Order No. 27(2),
the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.
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COUNTER-STRATEGIES TO BE ADOPTED ON US RECIPORAL
TARIFFS

MG 68 O BB DV

(oressryfl@ rall SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you very much for giving
me this opportunity. I would like to ask this Question on
the impact of the 44 per cent tax on Sri Lankan exports to
the United States from the Hon. Minister of Finance.
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Sri Lanka’s export sector, particularly that of the
textile and apparel industry, has long relied on access to
the US market as a key driver of economic growth. Given
our fragile economic situation and our ongoing recovery
from bankruptcy, maintaining stable trade relations with
key partners is crucial and is a must for sustaining
employment, foreign exchange inflows and overall
economic stability.

On 18" March, 2025, I raised a Question in this House
under Standing Order No. 27(2) regarding the potential
risks posed by the United States' deglobalization policies
and the tariff increases on Sri Lankan exports. With those
concerns being highlighted well in advance on the 2™ of
April, 2025, US President Donald Trump imposed a 44
per cent reciprocal tariff on Sri Lankan imports to the
United States. This decision is a severe blow to our export
sector, affecting thousands of businesses, workers and
overall investor confidence in Sri Lanka’s economic
recovery.

It is imperative that the Government provides clarity
on its preparedness, response and future course of action
in addressing this critical issue. In that regard, could the
Hon. Minister inform this House,

1. Proactive Measures: After I raised this Question on the
18" of March, 2025, what immediate diplomatic or trade
- related actions were taken by the Government to
prevent such a drastic tariff imposition?

2. Counter-strategies: In response to the newly imposed 44
per cent tax, what short-term and long-term counter-
strategies will the Government adopt to protect Sri
Lanka’s export sector, rubber-based items, tea, marine
exports (export of fish et cetera) and particularly the
textile and apparel industries?

3. Engagement with US Officials: Since my Question was
raised, with whom in the US administration, the US
Trade Representative (USTR) or other  relevant
authorities, has the Government engaged in discussions
regarding this tariff hike and what has been the outcome
of those engagements?

4. Diplomatic Engagements and Negotiations with the US:
Given that Sri Lanka is still emerging from bankruptcy,
has the Government formally requested President
Trump or the US administration to consider a special
dispensation or an exemption for Sri Lankan exports?

5. Market Diversification: Given the volatility of the US
trade policy, what are the alternative export markets or
trade agreements the Government is actively pursuing to
reduce Sri Lanka’s dependence on the US market?

What 1 am referring to is the future free trade
agreements under our market diversification strategy,
taking our exports away from the one market that
dominates at the moment.

6. Detailed Export Data: Over the past five years, what
have been the primary products exported from Sri
Lanka to the United States and what has been the
export value for each of those products on an annual
basis?

7. Tariff Comparisons: What are the current tariff rates
imposed by the United States on imports from Sri
Lanka’s main competitors in the textile and apparel
sector and specifically on countries such as Indonesia,
China, African countries, Vietnam, Bangladesh and
India? How do these rates compare with the 44 per cent
tariff now imposed on Sri Lankan exports?

8. Strategic Response: Given the competitive disadvantage
posed by the higher tariffs on Sri Lankan exports, what
are the specific strategies the Government is
implementing to enhance the competitiveness of our
export sector in the US market?

As asked before, I am referring to the interest rates et
cetera which have been mentioned here.

9. Support for Exporters: What measures are being taken
to support Sri Lankan exporters affected by these
tariffs, particularly the small and medium-sized
enterprises which may be disproportionately impacted?

Sir, I know this is a national problem. I heard the
Leader of the Opposition requesting that we convene an
All-Party Conference on this matter. So, let us take this as
a national crisis. You would not be able to take the world
on. So, let the world pay attention to those particular
areas where they are trying to impose taxes in a very
capricious manner.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Economic Development)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, in fact, with regard to the
matters raised by this Question, we have been both
proactive and reactive, as has been necessary. However,
we did not panick and have not been driven by emotions.
All the possible risks and consequences have been
assessed and taken into consideration, accordingly.

Diplomatic relations and continuous dialogues with
the White House and the Office of the US Trade
Representative have been taking place continuously. To
highlight some of the actions we have taken, diplomatic
measures have been taken on 14™ February, 2025. The
Sri Lankan Ambassador to the United States has engaged
with continuous discussions and based on the outcome of
those discussions, a particular report had been sent to us,
which we have evaluated. Then, there has been another
engagement with the International Monetary Fund as
well just to highlight the significance of this issue since
we are working under an EFF Programme of the IMF.
There was another meeting held on Trade Policy Analysis
and Strategic Alternatives on 28" March, 2025. At that
meeting, the Embassy undertook a comprehensive review
of Sri Lanka’s current import profile from the United
States and analysed US export performances globally. It
was observed that most of the US goods are already
subject to relative para-tariffs, but not other tariffs.
Accordingly, some proposals have also been made. Then,
on 01* April, 2025, the Sri Lankan Embassy engaged
with the Office of the US Trade Representative, in which
discussions Mr. Brendan Lynch, Assistant United States
Trade Representative for South and Central Asia and Ms.



69 2025 godc 08 70

Emily Ashby, Director for South and Central Asia took
part. Immediately responding to the Executive Order of
02" April, 2025 or once this announcement was made,
the particular Report was submitted. So, that is with
regard to the diplomatic relations.

Then, the Hon. President of Sri Lanka appointed a
Special Committee comprising industry experts,
Government officials and the two Deputy Ministers to
look into this particular situation and to propose possible
actions to be taken. Accordingly, several meetings were
conducted locally. And in addition, we also had a virtual
discussion with the officials of the Office of the US Trade
Representative, =~ where we discussed the possible
mitigation options to reduce this trade deficit. Even
though it is stated that the tariff rates are very high, the
calculation is simply based on the trade deficit divided by
its corresponding imports. Therefore, our proposal should
also be based on ways and means of reducing this
particular gap. So, these things are being discussed and a
report is also being prepared. We will be having another
virtual meeting with the Office of the US Trade
Representative tonight at 8.00 p.m..

Further, we held several roundtable discussions at the
Lakshman Kadirgamar Institute well before this particular
announcement was made, in which politicians and local
experts took part. In addition, the Hon. President also
wrote a letter directly to the United States President
Donald Trump, highlighting the possible ways of
mitigating these things, the actions that we could take and
requested for collaboration to reduce these tariffs. That
letter has already been presented to the White House and
the White House has also acknowledged its receipt.

Therefore, some views that have been spread over
social media and the ideas expressed by some people that
we have not taken appropriate action are not true; we
have taken action. With regard to this particular situation,
we have to understand that it is not a situation between
only two countries, but a global situation. By the United
States, a standard formula has been applied and there is
no room for any country to proactively negotiate and get a
concession. [ will give you two examples. One is India.
India went to the United States and had certain
discussions about these tariffs, but still their reciprocal
tariff rate is 26 per cent. That is, 50 per cent of the trade
deficit divided by its total imports of US Dollars 85
billion.

So, it is very clear that it is applied for all the
countries. That is example number one. Example number
two is this. Before the imposition of these tariffs on 02nd
April, The US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
categorically said, "On April 2, each country will receive
a number that we believe..." - I emphasis the word
"believe" - "....that represents their tariffs. So, for some
countries, it could be quite low; for some countries, it
could be quite high." The US Treasury Secretary further
highlights that they hope that after the nations receive
their reciprocal tariff numbers, they would come to them
and would want to negotiate for reductions. So, he very
clearly states that negotiations for reduction of tariffs
could take place only after this particular announcement
would be made.

Now, I want to give some summarized answers for the
other questions on market diversification. So, apart from
these tariffs -

®3G 08 WO EDBNBZ DV

(oressryfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, let me seek a clarification so
that he would be able to summarize the -

@S Bewdus 151D

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could you please wait till the Hon. Minister finishes?

@0 (80D08w) aBF SwsIm Swmo
(orarylg (srBld) ojefled swbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Yes, first, let me finish; I will finish quickly.

Apart from these measures, as far as the export market
is concerned, we have already explored and are still
exploring possible market diversifications. We are
especially looking for opportunities under GSP Plus in
the European region and also possibilities under UK's
DCTS. Even in China, the Middle East, India and in other
South Asian countries, there are also various possibilities.
In addition, we also can enter into special trade
agreements as well.

Then, moving on to the detailed import and export
data for the last five years, it clearly indicates that our
trade deficit with regard to the US is almost 88 per cent,
as shown. Out of the items that we export to the United
States, 85 per cent accounts for five items including
apparels, food items and other main products. Therefore,
we basically need to pay attention to those five items. If
we take imports from the US, there are food items,
pharmaceutical products - of course, for pharmaceutical
products, the tariff is zero - turbojets, optical and
photographic items and plastic and other related items.

I just mentioned the major categories. On those, the
tariff rates are not that much; they vary from zero to 20
per cent, but there are the para-tariffs. That, of course, we
can discuss. So, taking into account all these things, our
team is exploring ways and means of resolving this issue
and we hope we would be able to find a solution for that.

®G 08 S BNGB% DV
(oresrfl@ rall menTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

@0 Bewds mOrzNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, could you please be brief?

®G 08 WO eDBNGBZ DV

(oreifl@ rall &menTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, I appreciate the honest Answer given. But, as |
said, this is a national problem. Like you mentioned,
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Hon. Deputy Minister, India intervened and changing the
trade base that was there, they agreed to ensure that more
imports of LNG from the US would come in. So, as a
result, they were imposed 26 per cent of tariff while we
were imposed 44 per cent. What I basically mention at
this particular moment is, we cannot take on the policy,
but could take practical steps to ensure that the US is
given market access at zero duty, which would help us.
These are not things, if you bring from one country,
which could not be brought from another because the
point of origin is not always the country of origin. The
goods of the USA could also be bought from Japan,
Dubai and Singapore, which are normally their regional
bases of manufacturing. Therefore, we should basically
go forward and offer a zero-based duty structure as well
as an investment climate to the US companies so that we
could go into the launching pad of India. That would help
our policy. The reason why I basically mention this is that
we have 875,000 direct and indirect jobs related to our
exports to America. Out of the 11 trillion, 26 per cent is to
the US and we, Sri Lankans, handle 0.09 per cent of the
world trading.

G Berdss HAOI1BNEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, could you please be brief?

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0

(oreryfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Yes, Hon. Deputy Speaker. But, this is such an
important matter, which 1 do not think we can rush
through.

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I understand that, but we are also fighting against
time. We have the main Business of the House awaiting.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWD0

(orenTfl@ rall &menTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, the most egregious situation is
to ensure -

®o BOE I¥meH Dwmo
(omessr 8@ LNo6d réHmTwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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®6 Berdss mOzEmRO
(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeurssir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake.
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(orevorLyifl@ Lsv D"d_'T;’fI)fTuJéSJB)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Dedm®B CA eNEOD KD BOFDIeeD) BE BWEr. OO
B0 & gy o BwEo. & Ben ©® 9FE0 8350
5 Dew OBY Bwd. [@ois HE@zF]

@S Bewdus D5

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could we make it very brief and move
on?

®G] 08 OB DV

(oressryfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

All I want to say is, make sure that we have a trading
policy, that we have a zero-tariff base, which would help
the negotiation process because the captains of the free
trade world has capriciously changed their policy now,
going into deglobalization. That is what we have to
basically speak about. Let us have a full-day debate in
Parliament so that we could bring up these matters. I do
not think we can intervene when other subject matters are
discussed, virtually breaching the Standing Orders.

®0 Bewrdss OrzNGEHDO)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, your response, please.

@0 (490080) aBF Sswssim Swmo
(orairflg (soorBlS]) Sjeflsd uihs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
Thank you, Sir.

Your point is well taken, but please note that zero
tariff is not the only option. There are so many other
alternatives and we are really exploring all those
alternatives. - [Interruption] Yes. In future, you will get to
know these things. It is our responsibility to resolve this
and we will have a meeting tonight with the US
authorities. Then, all information would be revealed to
Parliament. - [Interruption] 1 am just telling you. Please,
listen! Do not highlight one country which has a lower
tariff rate. India has a tariff rate of 23 per cent. But, there
are other countries like Cambodia, Vietnam and
Myanmar which have higher tariffs. So, it has nothing to
do with the tariff, but the trade deficit.

®6 Bewndss »SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdd surprwst jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, we could discuss it on the particular
day that it is listed to be taken up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

So, we are really working on these matters and would
take appropriate measures.

Thank you very much.

6 Bearadss HO1zEDO)

(orevwsryLilg Lrdld FuTBTLsT Syauissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Ministerial Statement by the Hon. Vijitha Herath,
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and
Tourism.
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@S Bewdss Oz D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please do not interrupt the Hon.
Minister.

®5 ®emd ®esIess’ Owmn

(omessrLyifl @ w@err &Gewwrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

I am not interrupting, but seeking a clarification.

®0 Berdss »OrzNGEHDO)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

You may ask for your clarification after he completed
his speech.
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@G BBt 3088 Bwedms dnm

(Lomegoyhl@ FLLS&T6mN Sum&mM ouwCsss)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 Berdss »OrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg LWrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could you state your point of Order, please?

®5 ®emd ®esIess’ Owmn
(omessrLyifl@ w@err &Gewrasir)
(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

Sir, I just seek a clarification.

@S Bewdsns G151
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Mano Ganesan?

®5 e ®esIessy Owmn

(omessrLyfl@ wCerr &Gswrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

OG HOBROB, AIed DD a8 gyd@msT & eon
B3wo. ©@Dew® ®wndd. a8 »YSDT ©00ked o
Bestesy zyor. 28800900 9® edam @28uxn
WO, @@ od® suBe mEed g8 DO wmEEO,
"2500:2028" B w1 ©1ed VIO, 88 050edB =
Oed. ¢ 0® eEI® MO LHNCEWO 988s WO
Beadmdr BOD. »OW v, ydmew ol ¢’ S
208E8e®@xInD0 submit HOH®. Sev® O & Ced®
confidence ®m @& OIm. ¢8O EMOHT E eiIm. &
Beo @000 8Ee@sIn00 submit 650 ¢ B AP0
emows e¢Iny godxie? Will you submit all those MoUs
- you said they are not agreements, but MoUs - to Parliament
to get the confidence of the country? ®0 Bwsi».

5 88® edon Dwm

(wrerflg allefls Conrs)

(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)

After having a discussion with the relevant Ministries,
I will reply to Parliament.

@G BBk 5088 Bwedms dnm
(oresryfl@ #L_Sgrent swrdm mwGsssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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@0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, are you willing to take that up?

@G BBt 5088 vweEdms Dvmo

(omrewr i@ FLLsgrent swrdP uCsdssr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
@0 Bewdes 2O1znemn®A, -

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, make it short, please. We
are highly constrained for time.

@G BBk 5088 vweEdms dvmo

(omrevwr i@ FLLggrent swrdP wCsdsr)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, this is very important to the nation.

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. Member?

@G BBk 5088 vweEdms Dvmo

(omrevr i@ FLLggrent swrdP wCsdsr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

o0 Bowdss DOmnemn®B, qod aeEin®
010ed0ed 15705 Ou0efned wewsid Beams, "§
Com0ed Gedi)d Y B® dod® Crsnwm Gedld and, O®
Beda crssed evd 8 DBwried... esindhBm BSu® wo
0®YBSI..." - [Dods HE@zS]

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, it is not a Standing Order, but a
Constitutional matter.

@G BBt 3088 Bwedmso Onmo

(oreryllg L ssrent swrdp pwlsssr)

(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

000 Bewdew 92(2)(¢) =08 ©8 o® gdedd
osiess.

0@ OBOcesY ¢ D O ®8Eed®nin
OIBOCwEY ©@edmeds  npems’  eemO ezngd
o0Wed EVcews’ 0@ wd®®nm B @l Bweeo
2 HBHDO OOENeD  0ew® 810 EED Bedmd. BT,
®® gy OBAE, veedO 0® mden 8.

6 Beradss mOzEDRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, please understand that it is not a point
of Order. So, could we move on, please?
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could we move on? You raised a point of Order -
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I raised a point of Order under Standing Order 92
(1)(a). Could you give me the mike, please?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. I will give you one minute in order for you to
get it clarified. One minute, please!
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)

OO0 OEROA, ©SEed®sined nemsy eim®
B5¥ceBey ©wOO» WO BB @@ DoV BBH®
e5»0ed8. I 2Dz BDHE® OHO Bl Owfwny
303 OB Gorsw 6wy § Comd @md gws’ WOy Ge'dsnm
308dmw B8O wy BN BBO w wOITD BOy® &
dEned v, 08 8nm B8wD, VAN 6® EEed®sTHed
e SOy Bw ¢l® noed® & o gdeaddden, qn@n
CP o@D BPewn. 0® DeRTm BOy® Sen® Eoo
00008, & gdeadddm 88u® 0Dm® Beamd. IO
eDm® category 9w Beadmr. OB of wdITD o®
28Be®rIned qud Am; Bo® gFgR® Bedmo. [&id
BE@] & ape nevys’ ecmm $ritewns’ wdm WOBIH
Ry FOo @O OB @8 988w WO, @ EWO e
I 050608, [P HE@zf]

@0 Beadts mOBNEHRO)

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Could we move on? - [Interruption.]
Question of Privilege, the Hon. Eranga Gunasekara.
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(The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara - Deputy Minister of Youth

Affairs)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leder of the House?
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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92.(1) Any Member, during a debate in Parliament or in
a Committee of the whole Parliament-

(a) shall enter Parliament or Committee with
decorum and in an orderly manner;"
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Eranga Gunasekara, appropriate action will be
taken with regard to your Privilege matter. -
[Interruption.]
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(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could we please move on? We are already pressed for
time.
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Presented by the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law,
Minister of Justice and National Integration; to be read a Second time
upon Tuesday, 22nd April, 2025

and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral
Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Public Business. Item No. 1 to be moved by the Hon.
Minister of Justice and National Integration.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Sir, I move,

"That the Bill be now read a Second time."
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I also move the Order under the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Special Provisions) Act, which appears as
Item No. 2 in today's Order Paper.

The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra will start the
Debate on behalf of the Government.
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Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Proceedings of the House will be
suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch and the Debate will
start thereafter.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA]in the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I think, in a way, it is a
privilege to speak after the Hon. Deputy Minister Arun
Hemachandra, someone who had impressed me greatly
even when I met him in TV debates.
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10025 98 s @@ /0D UKDE success rate is not
correct. I have done my own research, but I do not want
to get into an argument on that. But, of course, my
compliments to the Hon. Deputy Minister, someone who
has impressed me and a young rising star who speaks in
all three languages. All the best to you!
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[At this stage, as per the Order made by Hon. Speaker on
19.03.2025, the live telecast of the Hon. Ramanathan Archchuna’s
speech is suspended.]
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Also, at the same, I would like to respond to some of
the thoughts that were expressed here. Some said that
some provisions are unconstitutional; some others said
that this is shifting the burden unfairly. But, Sir, not a
single FR case was filed in the Supreme Court against this
legislation. 85 ©38 $5200 5O 0H2 uxd GBSO
CCRe®e J0 DD, DuDEND EEEcm»® SO
005 BuEy, Yo »H® VYT Bgeed ogddddmoened
euFe®n enin BB, »ED & od mSE v

Then, let me explain about the provisions of this Act.
The provisions of the Proceeds of Crime Act would not
attract Article 13 (6) of the Constitution. That is because,
no penal sanctions are to be applied against the possessor
when proceeeds of crime are forfeited. All what happens
is, the legally acquired property would be returned to the
State or to the victims. However, all offences contained in
the Bill would only have prospective application, not
retrospective application, as suggested. Further, the
forfeiture  provisions cannot be considered as
retrospective penal legislation since forfeiture does not
involve imposition of penal sanctions. If the forfeiture
provisions are to be applied only prospectively, what will
we do with regard to acquisition of property by
committing drug trafficking and corruption of the past?
ve B0 ¢y 08 ©® eveddews’ gdVCEHD
WOBIes! @8dleBs cFsln od 85 sl DY
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Whereupon THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA left the
Chair, and THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.
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Sir, what is the purpose of bringing this law? I heard
some submissions being made to say that this law will not
work and that there are enough provisions which could
deal with stolen assets under the laws already in
existance. It is partly true, partly false and partly ignorant.
Why? Because this is the only law which allows - in Sri
Lanka, almost all the laws are conviction-based, which
means that there must be conviction of a person prior to
their stolen assets being forfeited - non-conviction-based
forfeiture. That is the most important aspect of this
legislation. ged 6ed Bedm ©:® BBwH® wew AGedi,
D 01 ePew® Bwrin YOO BT, guddedsy cFwen of
25O BBO ww S0 8B ecn 88 WSO wewr OB
eemB® yBses gOC v Il D1uddaciem @O
88w @¢5) ENCEAR. SO BB > Bedsiesy. »EST gy
Sedy Boed 5B . g8 BE BBy weGnB
osfmd “proceeds of crime” Bws DO» 9e8us edsfesy
. & Ben B0GamI@ 83w w8.0mBene and 8uE o€
wew JR® oo w3BO nOB e® smym Wi WoIes’. |
will read a portion of the Report of the Committee to
Develop the Policy and Legal Framework and Draft
Provisions of the Proposed Law on Proceeds of Crime,
which drafted this legislation. Let me quote from page 27
of that Report:

“In the traditional sense, proceeds of crime are referred to as
“fruits of crime’. The present law of Sri Lanka provides in certain
circumstances for such fruits of crime to be forfeited or returned to
the relevant victims of crime. In terms of the existing law, forfeiture
of proceeds of crime can take place sequel to the conviction of a
person for having committed the offence, which yielded the relevant
proceeds of crime. This mechanism is referred to as ‘conviction-
based forfeiture of proceeds of crime’ or as ‘post-conviction
forfeiture of proceeds of crime’. Criminal justice professionals are
aware that forfeiture of proceeds of crime (as opposed to equipment,
vehicles, utensils, weapons, etc. used to commit crime) following
conviction of offenders is a very rare occurrence and is an extremely
difficult goal to achieve. The Committee observed a lack of focus in
the present law relating to proceeds of crime, which is manifest by
the glaring fact that the Code of Criminal Procedure Act, No. 15 of
1979 does not even make a reference to ‘proceeds of crime.” ”
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O dRmdwr DR IO, & I» 0¥y NE eO»Do.
2P @ 0o edeg Bedmdl. a8 csimdl. A property
has been found, but no one claims or is in possession of it.
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& Bustes’, eduegxs »02 edmd, B0 glfmdews
. OCesy & Ded edeg Byemn. ¢l o® smm amd
230 5Dy S GiswsImm oxIm. The Report of the
Committee also states, "The original proceeds of crime
have been converted into different types of property
through a series of unidentifiable transactions and has
changed hands on multiple occasions." e®dz Bwg
20ed00Ee ecimed 2wey 8wg JOOE conviction-based
B, OAE®O; oS w® eduved S¥wminm BHOe®
20w Bedmds. 008 Bedn dedetds nOS, e® m»HED
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Bwoos@m O 0. D0 ¢ddndce, if there are any
teething problems or issues, those will be addressed as we go
along.
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Do BOBE eutDTest® ewIdmOBRE cfveme oy
proceeds of crime ®m 8O50m park mdE Bfeemost dm
Com0D0 OB 0dsIesT emeI®¢ Bws) ®CedB. @®
sm emglsen & o wcHsl edmDl. & Died® wensy
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8506 Buwo® & D15 6Ow 8mDa; HE) WoedR) 65" Bwo. &
DmND Bwwd Bwed g’n. ged ced »E awEe 900
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Ant-Corruption Act, No. 9 of 2023 esfemasf, if you look at
Section 115, you will see that there is a provision which
relates to proceeds of crimes, but that provision relates
only to offences of bribery and corruption, not to other
crimes. However, this law will apply to all of that.
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What is important is that a separate establishment called the
Proceeds of Crime Investigation Division with officers
specially trained and geared to do the investigations will be
established for the purposes of this Act and this law will
allow that team to hire forensic investigators or whoever
specialists they need for the purpose of doing this job.
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The legal burden to prove the case will always be with the
State; that does not shift. But, the evidential burden might
shift. There is a presumption. e®mz=le, presumption ©=?
3405 DotBed dw wewsy edmdl. Let me read it out to
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badly with corruption and fraud; it has cost the State coffers
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this country who contributed willingly to develop this law.
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Sir, let me now thank those Committee members who
contributed to this amazing piece of work. Actually, I
would like to tell their names: Hon. Justice Yasantha
Kodagoda, President's Counsel and Judge of the Supreme
Court, was the Chairman of the Committee; Mr. Rohantha
Abeysuriya, President's Counsel and Additional Solicitor
General, Attorney-General’s Department; Mr. Kuvera de
Zoysa, President's Counsel; Mr. Sarath Jayamanne,
President's Counsel and former Director of the
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption; Mr. Neville Abeyratne, President's Counsel,;
Mr. Priyantha Nawana, President's Counsel; Mr. Sanjaya
Gamage, Attorney-at-Law; Mr. Sudarshana De Silva,
Senior Deputy Solicitor General, Attorney-General’s
Department, to whom I am very grateful because, even
today, he is in the Officials' Box assisting me in
presenting this legislation. Thank you very much, Hon.
Attorney-General. The other members of the Committee
are, Mr. Amal A. Randeniya, Attorney-at-Law; Dr. Ayesh
Ariyasinghe, Additional Director, Financial Intelligence
Unit, Central Bank of Sri Lanka; Mr. Asanga Karawita,
Attorney-at-Law; Mr. Kamal Silva, Attorney-at-Law; Ms.
Disna  Gurusinghe, Assistant Director  General,
Commission to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or
Corruption. I believe she is also here in the Box and I am
thanking her specially. Mr. Chathura Galhena, Attorney-

at-Law; Ms. Lankika Dayarathna, Assistant Legal
Draftsman, Legal Draftsman’s Department; Ms.
Ruwanadini Kuruppu, Assistant Secretary (Legal),

Ministry of Justice and Mr. Nimantha Athukorala, Senior
Assistant Director, Financial Intelligence Unit, Central
Bank of Sri Lanka. Those are the people who were the
members of the Committee. They are the ones who
considered all those details and burnt so much of
midnight oil to come up with this piece of legislation. As
the Minister of Justice, I place on record my sincere
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gratitude to them. Further, I thank my staff from the
Ministry of Justice, who are there in the Officials' Box
today along with the other persons I mentioned.

Sir, I think I have answered all of the questions that
were raised during the speeches that were made.
Therefore, finally, what I would like to say at this
moment of passing this piece of legislation is that it is a
historical moment.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Does the House agree to extend the
time until today's Proceedings are over?

@G ®FOS

(omevsrLil@ 2 mitifewiseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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(oreryflg Mrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, you may proceed.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, may I conclude by making these
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:
"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara.]
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Considered in Committee.
[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 151 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Schedules I to VI ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Preamble ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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@G BBeg wBvem 50506806 Swmo
(oreTll@ FLLSSTeni] aDiages BHreswTTidhsry)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I move,

“That the Bill be now read the Third time.”

Sir, I also request permission to correct the language
and typographical errors, grammatical errors, numerical
errors and consequential amendments to the Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
(SPECIAL PROVISIONS) ACT: ORDER

@G BBeg w8sen 5506 Svmo
(orenTfl@ FLLSBTemi QDT Q4T BHTessTTILdSSTT)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I move,

"That the Order made by the Minister of Justice and National
Integration under Section 7(2) of the Code of Criminal Procedure
(Special Provisions) Act, No. 2 of 2013, and published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 2418/28 of 08™ January, 2025, which
was presented on 20.03.2025, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)"
G S®eszn &Y, estr e3®@z Ses.

aflsorr @Bl HLILIL (B) eTmmIs GClsmeramLiLIL L ).
Question put, and agreed to.

@O Bewdus D151 D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Item No. 3 - Resolution to appoint a Committee of
Inquiry in terms of Section 5 of the Removal of Officers
(Procedure) Act, No. 5 of 2002, to remove the Inspector-
General of Police - to be moved by the Hon. (Ms.)
Lakmali Hemachandra.

®O B50BuB BB 9O, Besn® 8wl Swmo
(revryfl@ Ferrdud) FLLggrewt 6rid. BIFTD Srilwliuir)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, would you please give me just one minute?

@0 Berdss HOrBNGEHDO)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Nizam Kariapper?

OG B50BBB BReg 9O, Ben® mBndnl Owmo

(revryfl@ Ferrdud FLLggrewt 6rid. BIFTD Srilwliuir)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, I am raising this matter with good intention. I
would like to refer to Standing Order 91(f) which states, I
quote:

“No Member shall refer in any motion or debate, to any matter
which is under adjudication by a court of law ....”

Sir, unfortunately, Item No. 3 that is to be moved
contains - This is very important. Otherwise, the benefit
will go to Deshabandu and not to anybody else. -
[Interruption.] Yes, 1 will raise the issue. This Motion on
Deshabandu - [Interruption.]

@0 Bewrdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you may raise your point of Order
within one minute, please. - [Interruption.]

®0 B50&uB BB 9O, Besa® mBwdel Swmo
(orevrLfl@ FerTdud Fi L dgrewt 6rid. BIFTD STilwiuir)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Okay, I am sorry about my ignorance.

®0 Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra to move Item
No. 3, please.
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RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A COMMITTEE OF
INQUIRY IN TERMS OF SECTION 5 OF THE
REMOVAL OF OFFICERS (PROCEDURE) ACT,
NO. 5 OF 2002, TO REMOVE THE INSPECTOR-
GENERAL OF POLICE,

MR. TM.W. DESHABANDU TENNAKOON FROM
THE OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF
POLICE FOR MISCONDUCT
AND GROSS ABUSE OF POWER OF HIS OFFICE IN

TERMS OF SECTIONS 3(D) AND 3(E) READ WITH
SECTION 5 OF THE SAID ACT

o6 BB BB 0Bd00sI e®emdw

(oreryflg FLssrent (QFsval) svswred Canwabgsr)

(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
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O ©@BzT B3 DWwmo

(oreTLLll@ SwmesT gewTas)

(The Hon. Gayan Janaka)

@0 Bewdds »ONemnOB, OO ewddznd & &880
DOBa.

I 300580 O GE.
flearir sTRSSMIDLILIGCIIDD .
Question proposed.

O B50B8B BBeg 9O, Bend® mBndesd Ownmo
(orerll@ Farrdugd) L ggrent e1ib. BlFrd srflwlium)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

@06 Bewrdss 50965
(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Kariapper?

®O B50duB BB OO, Beso® mBwdesd Swmo
(omevsrLLll@ Ferrdud) FL_ggresnt] erib. BlFTLD SrflwiLim)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Thank you very much, Sir.

I once again reiterate Standing Order No. 91. (f). for
the purpose of my point of Order. It states, I quote:

“No Member shall refer in any motion or debate, to any matter
which is under adjudication by a court of law ...”

Unfortunately, the fourth paragraph of the Sinhala
version of this Resolution appearing on page 10 of
today’s Order Paper contains Supreme Court cases still
pending. Then, incident Nos. 1 to 16 in the Resolution
contain pending murder cases. So, as it now constitutes,
this Resolution violates Standing Order No. 91. (f) and
will also give an opportunity for the person concerned to
raise an objection in the appropriate court that he had not
got a fair trial because he had been tried by a committee.
On top of that, this Committee is going to consist a
Supreme Court Judge, before whom those Supreme Court
cases are still pending. Therefore, I humbly request that
we make appropriate amendments to the Resolution. I am
very keen to have this Resolution on the removal of
Deshabandu Tennakoon proceeded with, but with proper
amendments.

Thank you very much.

®6 Beradss mOznEmR O

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Kariapper, I would like to inform you that this
matter had already been brought to the notice of the
Committee on Parliamentary Business held on 02" April,
2025 by some Members of Parliament representing the
Opposition. Their concern that the Resolution is sub
judice was considered by the Committee on
Parliamentary Business and at the request of those
Members of the Opposition, the Hon. Speaker agreed to
record those concerns in the Minutes of that Meeting.
Since the Committee on Parliamentary Business is

mandated with deciding on the Business of Parliament,
the Committee decided to schedule the Resolution for
Business of Parliament on Tuesday, 08" April, 2025,
which is today. Therefore, there is no necessity of raising
this matter at this moment.

Does the House agree to Item No. 3?

@0 (e00exs) »HBsTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrerflg (waubslwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

@0 Bewdss mOsnemn®B, 0® 0widzndd e
OCE 83D,

6d¢® 82O 29¢ 8 @Oessy §ewad gy -
Liilsy1oswf] spsvlddsy spuifbs Lilsor -
At the conclusion of the Division Bells -

@0 Bewrdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg UWrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Members, on Item No. 03 in today’s Order
Paper, it is now time to cast your votes. The Hon.
Members who are in favour of the Resolution may use the
green button, the Hon. Members who are against it may
use the red button and those who are abstaining may use
the yellow button in casting their votes. Hon. Members,
please begin voting now. Also, Hon. Members, please
check whether your vote has been correctly recorded on
the digital screen.

@@ gOeI10dE s27¢cs E@ o0 omEs.
(B)FFBETLILIGHD T ClsBILIL) Y TIDLILDTETS].)
(At this stage, the Voting commenced.)

®0 Bewdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Are there any Hon. Members on my right side who
were unable to cast their votes? There are no Hon.
Members.

Are there any Hon. Members on my left side who
were unable to cast their votes?

oG 9B E Gsesfs Swmo
(omessTyifl@ gresilsv rregLIFng)
(The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha)

298 &Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

®0 Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, are you in favour of or against the
Resolution?

o6 9B E Gsesls Swmo
(omessTfl@ Fesflsd TregLIFag)
(The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha)
o,



189 2025 godc 08

G Berdss 1506

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Are there any other Hon. Members, either on my right
side or left side, who were unable to cast their votes?

@0 S.8. 305 Owm (Bdoes Bewdes g@isn®)
(wreryllg .0, #1é - of syl Nrd oewwda)
(The Hon. T.B. Sarath - Deputy Minister of Housing)

298 8Seddcs.
STUPIBSITIT.
rose.

6 Bearadss HAO1znEDDO)

(et i@ Lrdld surpTsi Seuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. T.B. Sarath, how would you vote?

®0 8.8. 30 ®wmn
(omessr i@ £.10. Frd)
(The Hon. T.B. Sarath)
osed.

O BE e e3®FemIsT Dwmo
(orerLfl@ Slefleswr ForéGsredr)
(The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon)

298 8Seddcs.
STUPIBSITIT.
rose.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryflg Nrdld FuTBTST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, how would you vote?

G BE & e3®CemIsy Dwmn

(oresrLyfl@ sleflewr FoyéGsredr)

(The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon)

00 veld. »@d BE0F ydOGed v« display edsiersy
DD

®0 Bewdss G506

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. Members, the voting time is over now.

S5Y¢as Gaoa BEe@sY 88O -
6% 6% (BHLILfeor LT -
On conclusion of the Voting -

(08 g0edr0dE swm wewsy O wwr wbved ¢ S50
80000 gebwmw ew8s.)

(B)eiGauswenrulls, Hipauaprd — CUILITHET — FLITLOITL LIGHQYeT6T
19 28IMm6L HlewguflsD &L il 1_60T.)

(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen in
the Chamber.)

B¢ e SOLO apnd sw» ¢afedr 888 - vled 148;
8010 O; &8 83 0 w3007 0d¢eede.

Blavsslresflis) eurd6ls@iiL — 1penmebHenTBIS  LITTTEBLOGTDL
NBsS): Friurs 148; stalrrs 0; allvalullmsGsri 0.

According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 148 ;
Noes 0; Abstain 0.

G 001.
G 002.
G 003.
G 004.
G 005.
G 006.
G 007.
G 010.
GOl11.
G 012.
G 013.
G 014.
G 016.
G017.
G 018.
G 019.
G 020.
G 022.
G 023.
G 024.
G 025.
G 026.
G 027.
G 028.
G 029.
G 031.
G 032.
G 033.
G 034.
G 037.
G 038.
G 039.
G 040.
G 041.
G 042.
G 043.
G 044.
G 046.
G 047.
G 048.
G 049.
G 050.
G O051.
G 052.
G 053.
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G 055.
G 057.
G 058.
G 060.
G 061.
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G 063.
G 064.
G 065.
G 066.
G 067.
G 068.
G 069.
G 070.
G 071.
G 072.
G 073.
G 075.

K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna

Sunil Handunnetti
K.D. Lal Kantha
Vijitha Herath

Nalinda Jayathissa
Bimal Rathnayake
Harini Amarasuriya
Wasantha Samarasinghe
A.H.M.H. Abayarathna
Chrishantha Abeysena
Anil Jayantha
Harshana Nanayakkara
Saroja Savithri Paulraj
Ananda Wijepala
Hiniduma Sunil Senevi
Sunil Kumara Gamage
Kumara Jayakody
Anura Karunathilaka
Upali Pannilage

Nihal Galappaththi
Nihal Abeysinghe
Namal Karunaratne
Wasantha Piyathissa
Gamagedara Dissanayake
R.M. Jayawardhana
Rathna Gamage
Mahinda Jayasinghe
Chathuranga Abeysinghe
Eranga Gunasekara
Nalin Hewage
Prasanna Gunasena
Anton Jayakody
Sundaralingam Pradeep
Hemali Weerasekara
Ruwan Ranasinghe
Muneer Mulaffer

Susil Ranasinghe
Eranga Weeraratne
Namal Sudarshana

P. Ruwan Senarath
Madhura Senevirathna
Arun Hemachandra

Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku

Aruna Jayasekera

Sugath Thilakaratne
Harshana Suriyapperuma
Ashoka Ranwala

R.M. Gamini Rathnayake

Manjula Suraweera Arachchi
Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha

Samanmali Gunasingha
Gayan Janaka

Ajith Agalakada
Sagarika Athauda
Roshan Akmeemana
U. P. Abeywickrama
L.M. Abeywickrama
M.K.M. Aslam
Kaushalya Ariyarathne

Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana

Arkam Ilyas

Oshani Umanga

Krishnan Kalaichelvi
Wasantha Pushpa Kumara
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Yes
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Yes
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes



191

G 076.
G 077.
G 078.
G 079.
G 081.

G 082

G 090

G 091.
G 092.
G 093.
G 096.
G 097.
G 098.
G 099.
G 101.
G 102.
G 103.
G 104.
G 105.
G 106.
G 107.
G 108.
G 109.
G 111.
G112.
G 113.
G 114.
G 115.
G 116.
O 016.
. Ajith P. Perera
0 039.
O 040.
O 042.
O 057.
O 064.
O 065.
0 066.
0 067.
O 068.
0 069.
0 070.
O 071.
0 072.

0023

0079

Chaminda Lalith Kumara
Sarath Kumara

Nilanthi Kottahachchi
M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani
Thilanka U. Gamage

. Nilusha Lakmali Gamage
G 083.
G 084.
G 085.
G 086.
G 087.
G 089.

Ajantha Gammeddage
Ajith Gihan

Jagath Gunawardana
Ashoka Gunasena
Ruwanthilaka Jayakody
Thushari Jayasingha

. T.K. Jayasundara
Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran

Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy
Sellaththamby Thilaganathan
Thanura Dissanayake

Sugath Wasantha de Silva
Dharmapriya Dissanayake
Sujeewa Dissanayake
Susantha Kumara Nawarathna
Sena Nanayakkara

Nandana Pathmakumara
Aruna Panagoda

Nimal Palihena

Nishantha Perera

Stepni Fernando
Kanthasamy Prabu

Lal Premanath

Padmasiri Bandara

Ravindra Bandara

Sudath Balagalla

Sri Bavanandarajah

E. M. Basnayaka

Wijesiri Basnayake
Ramanathan Archchuna

Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran
Gnanamuththu Srineshan
Mujibur Rahman

M.S. Uthumalebbe

Nissam Kariyappar

Sunil Biyanwila

S. Sandaruwan Madarasinghe
Prageeth Madhuranga
Jagath Manuwarna

Ruwan Mapalagama
Nanadana Millagala

Riyas Farook

Danushka Ranganath

. Elayathamby Srinath
0 080.
O 081.
0 082.
O 083.
O 084.
O 085.
0 087.
O 088.
0O 089.
0 090.
O 091.
0 092.
0 093.
O 094.

Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam
Sanjeewa Ranasingha

Sunil Rathnasiri

Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka
A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe
Manoj Rajapaksha

Hasara Liyanage

Deepthi Wasalage
Kanchana Welipitiya

R. G. Wijerathna

Nishantha Samaraweera
Priyantha Wijerathna
Ruwan Wijeweera
Darmapriya Wijesinghe
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Yes O 095. Hiruni Wijesinghe Yes
Yes 0O 096. Athula Welandagoda Yes
Yes O 097. Fasmin Sharif Yes
Yes 0O 098. Dinindu Saman Yes
Yes O 100. Ambika Samivel Yes
Yes O 102. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi Yes
Yes O 103. Sooriyabandara Yes
Yes O 104. Aravinda Senarath Yes
Yes O 105. Kitnan Selvaraj Yes
Yes O 106. Janaka Senarathna Yes
Yes O 107. Chandima Hettiaratchi Yes
Yes O 108. Champika Hettiarachchi Yes
Yes O 109. Dinesh Hemantha Yes
Yes O 110. Geetha Herath Yes
Yes O 111. Bhagya Sri Herath Yes
Yes O 112. Muhammad Faizal Yes
Yes O 113. Aboobucker Athambawa Yes
Yes O 114. Najith Indika Yes
Yes O 115. Lakmali Hemachandra Yes
gz: Electronic Voting Results
Yes Participants:

Yes Present 148

Yes Votes:

Yes Yes 148

Yes No 0

Yes Abstain 0

Yes

Yes ©0 Bewdes mSznwemn®)

Yes (oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

Yes (The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes As per the electronic voting, the number of votes cast
Yes in favour is 148 and the number of votes cast by Hon.
Yes Members rising up is three. Accordingly, the total number
Yes of votes cast in favour of the Resolution is 151.

gzz The number of votes cast against the Resolution is nil.

Yes

Yes Accordingly, I wish to inform the House that Item No.
Yes 3 in today’s Order Paper has been passed with a majority
Yes of 151 votes.

Yes

Yes gotmnaw S8z 8, e e3®@z Ses.

Yes afloarr BB (B) 6TDmYs ClsmeTemLILIL L gy

Yes Question put, and agreed to.

Yes

Yes ) Gf 5)15 ®

Yes . .

Yes PoFleweuriLy

Yes ADJOURNMENT

Yes

Yes IWEE @930 @.000. 5.30 585 w0 Haoewsy wo; Howlehs
Yes D206 S8 Hatmw 62088 8:85E8e®2Y20 > PO
Yes cé

Yes 8088082¥290 30 ¢mmEd, ¢.ta. 5.570, 2025 o/ 0902
Yes D¢aga g.wo. 9.30 O en w& Hodeo.

Yes Ll Corw .. 5.30 wenllsgl UEslal L ewwuwirsd
Yes wrevTyllg  LITHF  FUTBTwET yeuiser aflsrr alpssrnGaCw
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Yes It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Yes Parliament without Question put.

Yes Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.57 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Yes Wednesday, 09th April, 2025.
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