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Raising Tobacco Taxes in the National Budget for 2023"
>2®B Policy Paper ¢m 923wux woxim. @8 IPS dex
Policy Papers emas 88oxtmdr. o Bddn mcienn
By, @ DNIWROB. 98 e®edd wewsy Oxdo:

“IPS estimates that the government could have earned LKR
23.6 billion in additional excise tax revenue if a single excise tax for
cigarettes of all lengths was introduced according to the formula in
2021.”
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) total number of government institutions
including Ministries, departments and
statutory boards existing in Sri Lanka at
present;

(i) names of the security companies providing
security services at each of the institutions;

(iii) number of government companies among
them and their names; and

(iv) amount paid to each private security service
company for the provision of security
services at each of the aforesaid government
institution from the year 2015 to up to now,
separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1)  whether he is aware that frauds take place in
obtaining contracts relating to provision of
security in government institutions; and

(ii) if so, what measures will be taken to assign
State-owned security companies to perform
the task of providing security services to
government institutions?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

@0 (999008 w) &.00.88.9D. gdwednm Onm
(oreryfl@ (Currdilwir) 6r.61¢.6TiD.6T8. HyLIWIT&6T)
(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna)

O DOIBNIDROB, OO yadm @O BERJ 0®edd.

(@ (i) @ 2412/08 w1 2024 20008 & 25 OB
8¢ 8 B 06 @B @B Bede o0 sn®

P,
35000 - 24
@¢dnedsin - 87
DDFBD DRBRE - 376

(i) 2015 80 2024 ¢ mocs BE E@oumsoe®
287 06 e 8® enemDens BEDSL
0y BB aunem @REWNIT FIWHBIGEIO
81 & @B OB BEnS: G & wemo
®E CH @ eCHB 9CE® WO B O
&30 B3 gnd a0 C1d G BERG vw»
88 923wy 8.

(g0)

3198

. D988 wy» g @IBE sHEDO
4@ - ®er® 01

2. 2008m ©08Qm, 92RO ww B
4@ums0@es - 3 §en® 02
B880C 8088 a®amsienw - @en® 03
4. OB g@umseres - #1&en® 04
5. Bewo w0 mSees gR0Rw - HEERD
05
DCEBB g@imsoonw - &en® 06

edoge, Diduds, gl Bo8omo @Y
@m0 @08 g@mmse®w -

48w 07

8. 98w e3:D8RB, @S GaCITBEH wH o
BODCOBIO® g@imsrrw - Qe® 08

9. oweds w “HHOS GODMBRD -
#8950 09

10. =¥ @ € WOYD GLIBDBIRW® -
¢ 9@ 10

11. 8O0, 5 e 63000 3@y @@amN50°Res -
@ 9eme 11

12. Goeds 28eaEm), o @ 6w SIS
BICD) @@eRw - #Sem® 12

13. 5000, @8, DG w B8O @Oy
@D a@umsenw - &&er® 13

14. 8¢, BOu®scsy @ ¢88m D85
3@senw - aSem® 14

15. 282850, 8@ ©®ss, @R® 6w DI8&E®
@m0 - 3 8eR® 15

16. adwwsm, coed gsossy 0w OatBe
NS08 EBIS00RW - HGeR® 16

17. a@mden o &Bm  Todddmo
3@omsoe@es - 1 Ger® 17

18. 8eda mOyn, deden dlwe w® wDISm
GO0 - S ea® 18

19. 28@ix¥m e DD e8RS
@@msens - 1Qen® 19

20. @cSem g@imseaw - ¢&en® 20
2]. ©wesm gaoem wy ©8Ee®sin »OWD
G@s0eRw - y@e® 21

ao€ 8Enai 1 80 21 ¢80 § 18ea®dc aes

0 B,

(ili) el B INS 352500 ELWA.

01. &/es Srfoom gooem Como @n®

02. B/es OC.q8.8.8. o@D (esedoBEm)
e3200®

850 a@m0d 8BE adwem @gbned®sind
B8Y ¢ gooem 0u8DsY wewn) CAA.

(1v) aope oemons; gm 1 80 21 ¢dd g

#OROOE @) 30 gd.

(i) aoe omonc; g 1 80 21 ¢ §
2 GR®OE evimy S g1d.



3199 ZlelelclCka 1) 3200

[0St (®%enbw) &.00.88.99. gawdss Owmo]

(i) o@msen, oiwlned®siy,  OudEGBn
PR, 08 D) Y CBed BPIN®, Cazss
e0ed0 € GO ey R OO
acoe® 2010.08.12 8 Goess GeE Omea 445
00O B o HOO®BE  g@IN%R
eCm®D0w B8 By w3 am. O a§eq®
22 e 928un w0 Beadmdr. & amd, c¥e
2 G0 8@ r®OBELY Sred GeHHOEO
G0 @80 8925w OBDO DD G.

(q) @ce esned.

BEnTO gcg aom 1 8O 22 ¢ §w® ames 88
510 e¢mn OO 8nIen* B,

@G e@Bs Emomed GRS §6dS Swmo

(omevsrLll@ Camagr allgTer@s ojmi@GLDLT < rddl)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi)

OO HOBROB, () (1) BENSO acg arwmm»OEs §E
@D BesIm geodsie?

O (B8 w) 8.80.98.89. adwesn dnmo

(orenryfl@ (Currdiflwi) 67.61¢.6TiD.6TF. HLIWTG6T)

(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna)

3¢ @m0Rd g 1 80 21 ¢ § ¢y fed®Oc v
0 Bedmyds, ©® OIBnOA.

@G @B Emomed GRS §odS Bwmo

(orenrflg Canagr allsrer@s o)bi@ by T 9y rddl)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi)

O DOINEDHROB, 80D B e 2© 8D
O HOBR0 B8 RO eDmr. OO POBROB, el
0D Cuss @wm 9o DME Hhrmew Bedm O
21018E8, o® BEnow O¥m. g@imsee 24z, D10EG8n
OHACE D 00 Hom SO wwnm 40020 &
YD @mu Beamd. 857 9@ W YLr@memO »OB
ot @asmm S8BT G0 BD B8O B¢ mOBTen. e
01006 GBw BedmDr. OB 0RewI®wa D100 08
CADD. 9o aDEEITH D000 o CAZID. ©® D1edw
©308) G DsnduE esnedB. & Bw ¢sd 98¢ dhed v
Bedm gwnd 0¢® YOG O, Oemd & gwns e¢mO
3DOs 80O I® BBBE 0@ BOYHD WOOHTIH? OO G
208 HOBBweds glLMBO 00w ©wd WOHD,
8886 DECeE glLBs GOIMREeE GdBD w3
@IVt BE DD BgedE, ©EEed®xInedry
B . @80 B¢ OO FOBROSB, el PweH® @D
QBB O @® »OYHD WOBTH? @& HWGCEDSY SHO
@ 88d 9uimrdn. R BHOD hed 8IE goe®m
AEed 88wy eBImDs. & BuwEeirn dmn MOeOD,
Sed D100 DRrews’ Bedn & guns e¢m JOE ®IED,
@0l Jed Cutds GruBBOEO G0Wwd P Ee® DoR® &
BB ELHO OBID JOOBT 5O ewicB. e®ime, O SwE
Dodn, cren 8¢ DD VINDD & BERD Buxsisy 8
Powr. BB OGN esIEs CH 2o Db, cuen
8¢ O Bedmryds. [ahid BHE@n] & Buostesi ®w S»

* getmamced & .
* praflewevig el sweusbSLILIL. (BeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.

dFemi®. & Ben & w@dsIVews dved ©wsdem
WO 30T, 918 O e@wwe B GuvEmD BweEo
RS0 i OB M SBE.

@0 (00008 w) 8.80.88.99. gdwesT dwmo

(oressryfl@ (BurmdifwiT) 67.6T&.6TiD.6TF. SLIWITF60T)

(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna)

GG DOTNBDROB, O9® Biy ®CHRO OO Om»d.
08 & eGam Om »EW wwon meo. a8 988ede & o
BE DCHD. OV s Yo OmeEd gowm 445
wOer 80 gdons yBwem wuw Bedmd. JOr Hwof®m
Be®8 syBe meed 010G v eomm @B. a8 I
B8O Dm0 ewd mOE 988l SO aog Bw®bo
05I5 835 ®.

O e¥B Dmamed RO §cdS Swmo
(oressryfl@ Cameasr allgrar@s obiEGhLT 9, rdd)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi)

B0 DDA, Ood 0cdiB g yadm @ e®wd.

208 Ced ¢BEm, Db, Coss edug emEE® Diod
edoE 882ed otnwmd Bunm O Gimamw dm08. J0o o
DG OO O»D. Do ew WmEed 18 mEedsy O8
5. § Ded S HOB #OBIO 16O BIBws. ¢dsO
58 88w 9 @@ 8Eed®sIned ©h vesy WS WE.
DB, SO Y gy, IO v8w 8y, IO B8OOI Bwg
@cEw ¢ ODHRG BEaID 95imdh. adBwOe BFwr®be
oD B BYGHE Bwsimy HyOOs). o dusim
8OC8w OB @8 83 @® eDEIed OO Bwnmd,
BB BE BBOE OO v ;mW v eOC By OO
©880 % @R Yo DD Bewo @® 600 aB® Yey e
MO® CH OB, O BIZwD dfcxzn g 8BBe
8OV BOde nOedewsd How a¢ldmien Bw@8n
OB 00w eWIc DD ID.

OG0 HOBROB, 00w VInHed Dvw BOWBD &g
N 0® edmeEdsy ¢das Bwibown ®xImIDr Bwo
RN B@BWO ©eGTIOE oD ¢, J BOITTVewWsY
RINOBIC OB GO Bwosl®m eOmD ¢ Bwo &
aDOBID BB, 0w, duved OIEOsewn BBwd
PO euednE®D 9® OB, @® Widen EONEDSY
Bw@8o 0I5 mHO. syBe meed e® o 8D e
8508. & 8O E yBOReW vyt

OG0 #HOBROB, cvedsn H®O gunmre OB DD
WOEE, HO PHBEGSET @¥IC OGBS &g

[Ecresmed g 888 9o oz GE.]
[y gBlrrFens s L swerLiug yEmmLULL (Harensgy.]
[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]

OO eEB DRICOD CEHHO WD WO O ¢mo.
BERBSB! & »IFFDBO 0® GO uvx DRy Bedmdr. & Ben
O® v 0® Ded BIE O® B orwedrmy &
005e0sY gDms Bwr@de RO 8ew Yedrws Oxm od®
O B0 RO 83> ® ¢ Bwo.

@0 (8008w) &.80.80.9D. gdeds® Onm

(omesstyifl@ (Burmedfwii) 67.6T&.6TID.6TF. SLILIT G 60T)

(The Hon. (Prof.) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna)

BT DOIBNGDROB, ©C; oWsr Bmmed ©OIFH®s
988 WOy CGmEO oed oomiy, a8 o®
20DBDEO 30w 801 mOsTesy 53] BbD 0B



3201 2025 @& 20 3202

2DNdeme DOBIDY Aoy Vet ayn eCH MOYD MO
Beds) enmOEO 8y JEORCHHIO ©edHB0 aBDi8uvewsi®
BOYn DO, & Beo WEAC @d5Im den. @8 O acg
Bw0o@8® oI5 o.

OO DOIBNWBDHR O

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

ydm gom 2 -63/2024- (2), 06 O8I BedBZ ©wmo -

[ee0 08w ne 2y».]

y@dm gow 3 -75/2024- (1), ©6 voenSB w5y SorsgyIBSsY
G800 ® Owmn - [wer odww e 232.]

y@ds gom 4 -211/2024- (1), o @cTnen DeFe0s Owmo -

[een 08w ne y».]

g gom 5 -393/2025- (1), ©S; 000 ewd®ss cesmnnem
Wm0 - [wen obws nE 2y>.]

©¢dz DOw.

el G SE0EHOene: §wr®ibn
ST F BlmieuaTBIGeaT 1qe3]L L 60 wiliLi(hGHev:
BL_GIG &6
DIGITIZATION OF GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS: STEPS
TAKEN

63/2024

2. ©6 eB® Emnmed GRS 608 Bwmo (O O8sIe
Bed83 v edRNOD)
(wrewrylle  Camegr eilgTerCs mGLYr réd -
wrentyllg F#llhs el G Friurs)
(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi on behalf
of the Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
BEOE 288m g@imsn®ensy ¢y yadme - (2):

(@) (i) ocImed eahewnd CODE adlSm O &d
880 wogm wew o® Dm» 80 BEOE
Do encs 8D WO DD ¢siesie;

(i) & cmed ced mwnn ng 8g O SO
CBTH 0 Db e OO 5w OO o
ne S8OEmms BuwodOm BHBO wews on
G Bwo@8® mdedc;

@535y O eV WK IO BIE?
(0) ozndee5®, S Sxsfe?

el L v QuraTTSTT HewwdFenyd Casl L allesrr:

(o) (i) 2l HGmswrer BrHsafley GUTHOTTSTT

[BL_6)LG F6D BEHET 2 eirerfll L LsL@eumy
BLAIGEDBEHEHSEG — (@eTmerailsd gl e
Qs Tiflsvmi_LiLb vweTUBS S [HE sTH

QB6ITLIENS WU TTT 6TEITLISHSULD;

(i) Qevmewasuilsy re  pnsusThigealsy @)L 1b
Cumib LVGsumy 2aripsd WHMID GLoTFigHeMETS
SOULBDG bS BpieusTRIGDST 1SS L6
wWILBSSIMSD G, GunElsrereriiLipLd
BL_G)UIG SN BSH6IT WITe» 616 UIGHTLIEN % U|LD;

e @)FFemud@ pleiliiumyr?
(=) @)si1@mev, sy6iT?

asked the Minister of Digital Economy:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that digital technology
is used at present in many countries of the
world for various activities including
economic activities; and

(i)  the courses of action to be taken in order to
implement digitization in Government
institutions of Sri Lanka in order to prevent
various acts of fraud and corruption
occurring in such institutions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi on behalf
of the Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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asked the Minister of Urban Development,

Construction and Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that drinking water
facilities have not been made available
so far to the areas of Paneyyaruppan,
Pancheney, Vadakkalmadu,
Pawatkodichhenai, Unnichchai and
Nediyamadu, which belong to the
Manmunai-West Vavunathiva Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Batticaloa
District;

(i) whether he is aware that although drinking
water is supplied from Unnichchey to many
other places, the people of the Unnichchey
area have not been provided with drinking
water to date;

(iii)) whether steps will be taken to provide
drinking water facilities to the above areas;
and

(iv) if so, the timeframe of providing drinking
water facilities to these areas;

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Urban
Development, Construction and Housing)
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and

Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) approved cadre and the number of
vacancies currently available for each
position separately in the Department of
Archaeology;

(i) measures that will be taken to fill the above-
mentioned vacancies; and

(iii) measures that will be taken to equip the
Department of Archaeology with the
necessary resources?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) whether she is aware that the Office of the
President’s Fund is located on the 3™ floor
of the “Lake House” building;

(i) whether the said office has been removed
from the said building and relocated to
another building at present;

(iii)  if so, whether the said office is housed in a
government building or a private building;

(iv)  the monthly expenditure incurred in running
the said office at its previous location; and

(v) the monthly expenditure incurred as rent
and for other facilities in running the said
office at its current location?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Presiding Member, as I mentioned, the Budget
is prepared to manage the revenue, the expenditure,
investments and to ensure transparency and accountability
in its implementation. In this Budget, we are focusing on
Rs. 4,200 plus billion of primary expenditure with a
Recurrent Expenditure of Rs. 2,970 billion, a Capital
Expenditure of Rs. 1,315 billion and Rs. 4,550 billion for
public debt servicing, which comprises of interest
payments of Rs. 2,950 billion and debt repayments of Rs.
1,600 billion. This leads to a total expenditure of Rs.
8,835 billion for the Government, as estimated for the
year 2025.

Madam, in order to facilitate this expenditure and
investments, the revenue generation is expected to be to
the tune of Rs. 5 trillion or Rs. 5,042 billion, to be
précise, and out of the remaining amount of Rs. 3,800
billion, Rs. 3,100 billion is expected to be financed
through domestic financing and Rs. 700 billion through
external financing, which is a total of Rs. 4,000 billion.
°®m» »nOB 0® wdwn gu Died breakdown Om; god
$03®, Bwe®, ®moewddme wyw EWO edas ad®ec
©®e¢5YB WO ©BIEBT @EENIDE Bwsy Om.

YRow0Ge) ©0; OTEROwB, aw Ow B iced @dwn
e etm ne »O8 a8 0® gorjer’. e®82 Do D@
BEodew Beadmbd, 0® gw Dw 928usx e D1ed® ga
D Boosem »B® wddsidewssi, about the
implementation of the Budget. Under the Ministry of
Finance, Planning and Economic Development,
predominantly, there are 23 departments engaged in
implementation and facilitation activities of the Budget
along with the other relevant ministries and departments.
Just to mention a few of those departments, the
Department of National Planning, the Department of
Fiscal Policy, the Department of External Resources, the
Department of National Budget, the Department of Public
Enterprises, the Department of Management Services, the
Department of Development Finance, the Department of
Trade and Investment Policies et cetera and the list goes
on.

At today’s Committee Stage Discussion, we expect
our team to cover the respective angles, the observations
and the implementation of the Budget, as to how we are
going to achieve the targets in this Budget during the
year. | will take time to speak on Public Debt
Management because, as | mentioned earlier, a significant
component of our Budget comes through borrowings, to
be precise, nearly Rs. 4,000 billion, of which Rs. 3,100
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billion would be through domestic financing and the
remainder would be from external sources. To ensure that
we do it in a transparent manner, a Public Debt
Management Office has been established for regulation
and the Office has been resourced. It is important to note
that a Public Debt Coordinating Committee and a
Debt and Cash Management Committee have also been
established to facilitate this service. Similarly, domestic
borrowing operations and issuance of loan guarantees are
already in motion. The external borrowing operations
currently conducted by the Central Bank of Sri Lanka are
to be taken over by the Public Debt Management Office.
Similarly, several other arrangements are being made to
ensure that public debt management is done in a
transparent manner.
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“Advisor to the Security Consultant

The Executive Committee decided to appoint Deshabandu
Tennakoon, Senor Deputy Inspector-General in Sri Lanka, in
charge of the Western Province, to the position of Advisor to the
Security Consultant of SLC on the below terms and conditions:

2-year contract (Consultant Category - to be renewable)
effect from 16/08/2021

Allowance of Rs. 150,000/- P.M.
Fuel Allowance - 200L P.M.
Mobile Allowance - 5,000/- P.M.
Laptop/Mobile phone
Medical Insurance”
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe. You have
12 minutes.

[1.28 p.m.]
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Csrflev pwpdwrssreny yLNalpsSHL Lrd) Senwsei)

(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of

Industry and Entrepreneurship Development)

Hon. Chairman, this particular Ministry is the heart of
the economy, taking the country towards growth. Now,
we are at a juncture where we need to shift from failed
neoliberal economics to development economics, and this
Government is taking steps to make those critical
changes.

Whilst we discuss and debate about these economic
transformations, it is very important for us to understand
the context of our economy. The Members on the other
side, who try to advise the Government and find fault
with the proposals we have made, brought about a
country with a Rs. 2 trillion deficit, with which they
continued and for which they had no solution. They also
created a country with a trade deficit of US Dollars 8
billion, which continued to increase and now, we are in
trouble because currency issues came up through that
trade deficit. Then, we went into borrowing ISBs from the
market. Especially, ISBs worth US Dollars 12 billion
were borrowed by the regime from 2015 to 2019, which is
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now talking about economics, bringing this country to
this bankrupt position. Also, mismanagement and
corruption brought us to where we are today.

Now, it is time for us to present a Budget, a financial
plan, which would allow Sri Lanka to recover. We all
understand the limitations and the constraints that have
been forced upon us by the framework of the IMF
Agreement, which this Government has agreed to move
along with for the next three years in enabling us to repay
our debts by 2029. We know it is difficult and that our
hands are tied, but with the limited amount of
manoeuvring we could do, we know how to transform
this country. What we need to understand is that these
kinds of constraints on the fiscal policy were there even
when the corrupt rulers were ruling this country for the
past 70 years.

So, at this point, how do we handle these constraints
on the fiscal policy differently? One way is to look at it
from a perspective of optimization and the other is to
look at it from a perspective of prioritization. From an
optimization perspective, now, we are trying hard to
collect the revenue which has been lost. Tax collection
has never been efficient in this country. Those who now
talk here, making various suggestions and giving ideas
had been unable to improve our tax efficiency and to
widen the tax net. But, now, we are trying to use certain
taxes which have the least bearing on the public and
investments. We have to impose certain taxes in order for
us to achieve a revenue target of 15.1 per cent of GDP.

At the same time, ours is the only Government that
has a focus on reducing wasteful expenditure, which has
been continued with over the years unnecessarily wasting
the tax money collected. To give a very simple example,
in our Ministry, on the line item of the Minister, we have
spent only Rs. 11 million for the last four months,
whereas in the previous year, there had been an
expenditure of Rs. 28 million. So, from a perspective of
prioritization, now, we need to prioritize on our Recurrent
Expenditure, with regard to which we cannot do much.
But, we can do it in terms of the 4 per cent Capital
Expenditure.

So, how do we really prioritize it in terms of bringing
about the economic growth that we target? We all, as
people who read about economics, know that there are
contractionary policies as well as expansionary policies.

Now, we are in a position to run expansionary policies
in this country. But, we can run them only from an
expenditure perspective because we have no control over
the tax perspective. When you give tax benefits, tax
reductions, all that would induce the economy to grow.
Unfortunately, we are not in a position to use tax as a
tool, but only to use expenditure as a tool. A lot of
expenditure that is purposefully made, especially the
salary increase that is proposed for public servants, which
would amount to Rs. 110 billion, is going to impact
directly on the economy as a consumption. And, it would
also reduce the disruptions which could be expected from
the Government Services as people would be happy to
work for this change. At the same time, the expenditure
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we are making on welfare, giving packages to the
suffering people is also going to directly impact on the
economy. That is again going to improve the aggregate
demand of Rs. 749 billion, which has been planned for. If
we go back to 1936 and look at the economic theory of
Keynes, he has stated in his book “The General Theory of
Employment, Interest and Money” that if you ask your
employees to dig a hole, fill it back and dig it again and
you still pay them money, that would boost the economy.
So, that is the nature of Government expenditure; that is
where growth is going to come in this year, especially on
the Capital Expenditure of Rs. 1.3 trillion and also on
money we are paying directly to the people.

Now, we are also investing in the digital
transformation which the previous governments failed to
do. It is mainly to ensure that transparency takes place
and it is also going to bring us a huge tax collection. So,
we are banking on expanding the tax net through this
digital transformation. Therefore, Rs. 21 billion has been
allocated for this purpose, which the previous
governments failed to do. It is also going to increase the
efficiency of doing business; the ease of doing business
would increase with this digital transformation carried out
by the Government. At the same time, the investment that
has been made on the road network and transportation is
about Rs. 433 billion and they are going to boost the
economy in multiple ways because, when you spend on
construction, that has a trickle-down effect, improving
circulation of money and providing access to
industrialization across the country, which we did not
have earlier. Then, if we take investments in the energy
sector, especially by the private sector, the main intention
is to bring down the energy cost by one-third in the next
few years.

The investment that has been planned in this Budget
to reboost or support the SME sector is about Rs. 39
billion. These are huge investments, which the previous
governments did not prioritize on. Then, the investments
on health and education are going to give us the next
phase of growth with the creation of the skills required.
Especially on technical skills, Rs. 15.1 billion is going to
be spent. The expenditure on health is going to give us a
strong, healthier workforce to drive this economy
forward. Also, enough attention has been given to R & D
- research and development - as well. So, you can see the
differences between the economic theories that had been
adopted previously and which have been adopted in this
Budget? Now, if we look at the Rs. 4.3 trillion this
Government is going to spend both on CapEx and OpEx,
there would not be a single rupee to be wasted. We know
the amount of wasteful expenditure made by previous
regimes, which were never directly related to economic
growth. But, we can assure that the Rs. 4.3 trillion that is
going to be spent through this Budget would be directly
connected to economic growth.

Then, the previous governments or regimes always
wanted to sell off all the SOEs under them without a
strategic view on SOEs and without thinking about the
additional income to the Treasury. We are not going to
sell off our SOEs, but to strengthen them through public-
private partnerships and through strategic investments and
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strengthening these businesses to greater heights, we are
also trying to improve the revenue brought to the
Treasury.

Also, the economic theory that the market could solve
all the problems has been proven false, not only in Sri
Lanka, but even in the US. They have realized how they
should protect their country by moving away completely
from that free market thinking. So, this Budget is
designed in a way where the State, the co-operatives and
the private sector would play a significant role in making
a competitive environment for business and also giving
the best to the consumer through competition. All these
three institutions or structures, along with regulations,
would continue to ensure that there would be a
competitive environment for the goods and services
catered to the people.

At the same time, we are opening the economy for
FDIs for technology, capital and market needs. There is a
huge amount of potential for Sri Lanka, especially in the
energy sector, which needs to grow. Then, we expect
maritime investments across our seas under "The Blue
Economy." Then, with regard to industrial parks, there is
an opportunity for the private sector to come in and play a
vital role. So, there are many sectors that have been
opened up for foreign as well as local investors to be part
of.

Sir, this is a historic moment for Sri Lanka. After
1997, we are shifting the economic model of this country
to achieve the greater heights that have been achieved by
India, Vietnam and South Korea. The economic theories
of the experts who had ruled this country have brought us
to our knees, losing a certain amount of sovereignty in
terms of our economic capabilities. We are leaving
behind the neoliberal economics plus the corrupt political
culture we have had in the previous decades and are
moving towards a development economic process where
the Government would play a pivotal role. So, this
particular Government would be structured and made
efficient with the political will to make changes,
especially in creating a strong base for production,
agriculture, exports and trade through strengthening our
co-operative system and going forward. Therefore, I urge
the public to become aware how this Budget is designed.
It is an integrated approach.

@O BWIBBRO

(oredryilg sallerari ojouissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, your time is up.

@G ORGo® §edBow Owmo
(oresrfl@ sairnis HCuiBian)
(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe)
Sir, give me 30 seconds, please.

Not only the Ministry of Finance, but also all the
Ministries are integrated in this process. There is a
cohesive, integrated strategy and we would invite
industrialists to be part of this strategization that would
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take place within the next six months in order to achieve
the Rs. 45 billion targeted revenue through exports by
2030, to make the economy to continue to grow at a 6 per
cent rate and to create a better life for everyone in a
prosperous country.

Thank you.

®O B3WB8BHOs

(orenryll @ sallerari ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa. You have been allotted
19 minutes.

[¢.00. 1.40]

@G BBeg 520 Gozsesztes Onmo

(orenTyLll@ FLLSSrent] Brwsd rregLIFang)

(The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi. You have
nine minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Aravinda Senarath will now
take the chair.

NGO 0 Bewles wOrnwwn® eowsmnewssy 9o
owsy, od; @o8sY¢ w0 @wms §Eresz290;8) Ses.

YSOTLIDS, LOITeRTLILON S Ly als
YSBTFEBI VLY YHVCB6, (OTRTL G — YTalhs — GClFerss

FLITBTUWST — YeUTH6T
YUTHET HEWVDLD USG5 T B6N.

Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. ARAVINDA SENARATH took the Chair.
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Considered further in Committee.-

[THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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(oressTfl @ HWVDLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssi)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you may continue.

®3G 08 WO €0NB% DWmo

(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Presiding Member, I, too, warmly welcome the
Vietnam Delegation that has come to visit Parliament
today. Vietnam is a country which has been a success
story and which we also should emulate. I hope they
could learn something from Sri Lanka as well and wish
them all the best!
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Hon. Presiding Member, since the Vietnam
Delegation is here, I would like to say how they have
moved forward from a socialist background to conquer
the capitalist world today, using their labour force to
position themselves as a country which supplies labour as
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a cheap commodity that gives a quality service to
investors. As a result, they have been able to match the
two and export labour to other countries.
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Say that in English.
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I will say that in English as well. Hon. Prime
Minister, I am talking about the practicability of the
situation. Tell the IMF that a 36 per cent tax is ill-
affordable. It is not permissible in a country like this to
tax people beyond their expectations. So, ensure that we
pay nothing more than 20 per cent. Why do they not tell
the same thing to OECD - we are not a signatory to that -
countries? So, on that basis, ensure that we pay no more
than 20 per cent. The PAYE Tax also should be subjected
to a maximum of 20 per cent. Your loss of revenue may
be around Rs. 100 billion, but that Rs. 100 billion could
be caught up through much more motivational aspects.
Now, since I communicated that in English, I hope it
would be communicated in the same manner, that the
IMF would get this message. If the Government cannot
do it, we, as the Opposition, would help you to force
them. After all, it is the Sri Lankans who have got to live
in this country, not the IMF. There are only one or two
countries which have come up as success stories through
IMF programmes. Korea is one of them and the other
countries are still trying to. Sri Lanka is a close second
because we had the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe
rendering a gigantic service to bring back Sri Lanka from
a debt-ridden country to what it is today, but he had to
pay the price. The operation was successful, but the
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patient died and today, you all are in Government. That is
the issue. So, what I am basically saying is, if you do not
do the same thing, the same operation will have to be
rerun for the second time.
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Today, there is some flirtation going on between two
of the biggest world leaders, Donald Trump from the
United States and Vladimir Putin from Russia. So, when
the world talks of sanctions on Russia, we, Sri Lankans,
get scared and say, “We cannot use Rubles” even though
it is not a prohibited currency. Why do you not ensure
that we get Russians to come and spend in Rubles here?
Ensure that we collect that, buy the fertilizer, oil and coal
that we require. Then, you are basically utilizing what
they bring. They are unable to spend their currency. They
like to come and spend it here. But, they do not have the
capacity to do that and they have to buy dollars from the
black market. So, ensure that you adopt it as a policy to
allow Russians to bring Rubles into the country and have
it as foreign exchange. It is not a prohibited currency.
You only have to ask the Central Bank to get up from its
sleep because their job is to ensure that we take the path
with least resistance. So, why create a problem when
there is no problem? It is the country that is facing a
problem with the innocent younger generation waiting to
see how they could get integrated into the economy. So,
these are opportunities that you get. Therefore, ensure
that you dictate to them that this is our necessity and
ensure that you get it done.

OO Roe306:e) OBIE @

(oressTyfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTssi)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@O0 OBIEnOB, VISR »D BB @D WICHH
50538 BedsTes.

®3G 08 WO €0NB% DWmo

(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

S5%8 175y 20 00D Bedmds os3c? 00 HyOOsY
50O 9WOB BT WD ¢dwsy WIBTIHO.

@¢ 3000® 8 OB ©8® H) WD WOBEEO OO e®
DO wmLD BsImd A5y Dod@mwst e® 00 #BEE 0@
os¥esy . SemdEs? lease OO0 9RO ox¥m). Lease
OO OO ©d 0dves’ e@mB. FemEEy afdig
990 o¥n lease dort endsiesy ¢fdig 20508, Semms!
FemEcsl 8n0nwd 0ondsies’. OmHezmnd e Smny
5. gud e®ed licence dwx B Omdr. gsiBAOO
edsYeny 4160w@x 5B OB dm. & B O® ed®m BOG8
DO, @00 Bwmdr BB, I edfesy B Hewo®
3BIBOO @sd Gagaw® 5y OB.

& Ded® 0® Jed BunenmBus 988un mE DlmdE
Beadmd, el Dinm 5,000 endicwsy Bw. sl e®@m
Bee 2fcides 850 00 Bednd. 0® ©wddsidewsy
assets register om= oo ¢ 8?7 0@ genEE By wwn.
@08, 0®@m» BuwdOm Wosiesy mFesn? e® »OB gw
DeBsl 928u WmosTm @das. © Bom B3O, ©®
230e0Hede 20a1® e¢wn Bedmda.

Sir, businesses are profit-driven; economies are policy
-driven. If business confidence is lost, then that would be
the biggest problem we would have. So, ensure that we
create business confidence. Today, investments do not
get tax relief. It is a lagging area. So, why would anyone
come and invest here when there is no reciprocal benefit
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for them? Today, our business ventures, whether it is
MAS or Brandix, have gone and invested in India simply
because, there, they are getting everything for nothing
while Sri Lanka is charging 36 per cent on their global
earnings. Remember, when it comes to tax on global
earnings, it is zero in Singapore; it is also zero in Bahrain
and Dubai. So, ensure that we emulate them to some
degree and also that we get back to the correct track.

Then, US President Donald Trump is pursuing
deglobalization. We have got market access to the US.
So, ensure that we protect that without any commitments,
that we discuss with them and open up our market.
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I guess it is time for uniting as global citizens to
confront cross border challenges. I saw Foreign Minister
Hon. Vijitha Herath saying something very similar in the
same language. Ensure that it is put in place and that we
engage with them.
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Ff, ursuruilsvemsv!

Hon. Presiding Member, at the outset, I think I have a
duty to convey my wishes and congratulations to the Hon.
(Dr.) Harsha de Silva. So, I am taking this opportunity to
extend my sincere congratulations to the Hon. (Dr.)
Harsha de Silva on his insightful and well-articulated
speech. His contribution was not just a critique, but an
educational discourse delivered in a civilized and
gentlemanly manner, laying out the realities of our
economic situation with clarity and depth. At a time when
the nation faces immense economic challenges, the Hon.
(Dr.) de Silva’s approach was refreshing; his speech was
fact-based, constructive and solution-oriented. He did not
merely point out the shortcomings of the Government’s
financial policies, but also proposed a practical pathway
for economic stability and growth. That, we have to
appreciate.

It is this kind of discourse that elevates the quality of
debate in this House, Sir. Rather than engaging in
political rhetoric - sometimes, I am even shocked and
surprised to see Government Members of Parliament
doing it - the Hon. (Dr.) de Silva upheld the true spirit of
Parliamentary democracy by putting forward rational and
well-researched arguments which would benefit not only
the Members of this House, but also the public at large.

In fact, §Eoes22065:® ©6; OIEROB, ©® ©® wosennny
BT 5. O O eDEOW®E BOD - & ©0 BwsimH®

208E0®@sInd
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Now, I will get back to the economy of this country.
Actually, after I was inspired by the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de
Silva’s speech, I did a little bit of research. I was
watching it on live telecast since we were involved in
handing over the nomination papers, which ended at 12
o’ clock. We were tensed as to which nomination papers
would get rejected; it was another tension, but be that as
it may. If we look at the Japanese economic model, it is
one of the success stories in the region and we all talk
about that. So, let us talk about something else for a
change. One of the first things they looked at is a skilled
workforce and human capital. Then, technological
infrastructure and innovation, the business environment
and the regulatory framework, an advanced financial and
banking system and tourism and hospitality development.
Those are the benchmarks that they looked at. They also
look at their cultural and soft power influence, focus on
high-value services, sustainable urban development and
smart cities, cultural adaptability and global outlook.
Sometimes, one may wonder why, when we are almost at
the bottom of the list, we are looking at number two. We
have to look at number two. When Singapore was at the
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bottom, they looked at us. They did not, at that time, say,
“We cannot aspire to be another Sri Lanka since so much
of resources are found in that country and we are a small
nation.” Actually, it was a small island used by ships
which went across to dump things. It was virtually thrown
to the dustbin by Malaysia. But, Lee Kuan Yew took the
challenge and brought it up. So, there is no reason why
we should not look at Japan as a model because a service-
oriented economy seems to be the way forward.

Sir, whatever we say goes with the new culture that
we all are aspiring to achieve.

e woedmawad, system change &mx dEoesedin
e0® 0® DBDIYED “mpd Bwwd I0m» D3O @ &
Beastersy ey 8Bwm. dWemi® gw Hnsies’, NPP -
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Sir, I was just looking at the challenges we would
have to face when we try to follow the economic model of
Japan and the high standards they have set. We lack a
skilled workforce and there are also educational gaps.
But, are we not geared to achieve those skills?
3B08weemI®. § Comned Enmded Byemde, ¢em®
GO eCIne® B0, ¢ Brymdn 83 OB 0 3wd
508 § Comd wesdsiesy; we are one of the countries
with a highly skilled people.

But, they are not the problem; the problem is the
educational gap. 1 think the Hon. Prime Minister is
looking into it. We have to gear ourselves to a level where
the education is changed to have a more skilled
workforce. Once that is done, we also can aspire to
become another economy like Japan. Why not?

The next challenge is, weak digital and technological
infrastructure. Leave alone the President’s new initiative
of digitalization. I said this earlier also. Whether there is a
Ministry for digitalization, whether there is a policy by
the Government for digitalization or whether we like it or
not, people are going towards digitalization. Today, I was
able to get all this information at the click of a button. My
son and daughter are more skilled than us and their
children will be far better than them. We are also looking
at the artificial intelligence. So, in those scenarios, we
have to and we can reach that target. The Sri Lankans are
the best when it comes to technology. The only thing is,
they use it for the wrong purposes. So, digital and
technological infrastructure is the second challenge we
face and which, I believe, we can definitely get over.

Then, there are regulatory and business environmental
challenges. That is what we are now talking about. When
the Hon. Presiding Member looks at the clock, I get
worried.

2025 ©57 20
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Then, we also have limited foreign direct investment
and funding.

I think a lot was spoken about that. I am not an expert
in that subject. I think the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva
spoke about it; many Members of the Government spoke
about it. Now, with the new development in the Port City
and the harbor in Mattala -

©C §Roe8500:) OBIE®o

(oreTLfl@ HeMVMLLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uiTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Whereupon THE HON. KITNAN SELVARAJ left the Chair, and
THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.

LOTERTLILONG B 6o0TEIT  GIFSVSUTTE) YU B6NT
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Chairman, it is a privilege for me to speak when
you are in the Chair.

The fifth challenge we have to look at is, the
underdeveloped financial and banking services. I think it is
something that I am also a bit worried about. I also spoke
about the absence of a fully-equipped development bank
which should work beyond profit-oriented policies. We have
to look at it very seriously.

Then, the next challenge is, infrastructure and
connectivity issues. Yes, that is where the capital
expenditure comes in. We have a lot of challenges, but we
have a railway network. We have a lovely railway network.
But, what have we done with that?ged ¢®3w ©00& -
railway tracks - o eI, ©© v 88wd @® region
dod D8ewxsI® infiltrated railway tracks  Beds o= »O©S
& Comwd. g8 D 808 molery vy 48 o@mwde
ey I8, dhwd B Bw® wed «dsienry?
RINOBIE0 ¢TI0 B, PAWEYED ¥® ®8w P mwH®
OO Beadmrd, eulE 0vd O, ¢ud 8¢ BBww evom
OB, ¢®8w B e¢wE @nond WEDED evIE evm
@m0 O, high toll 9 e0dsin @ Becs? o@ime,
they must be encouraged to use the railway. We have the
railways, but we are not making the best use of it.

Then, dependence on a low-value system. That is
another challenge we face. In traditional sectors, most
service jobs belong to low-value sectors. So, that has to
be changed.

Then, political and economic instability. Now, we
have come to a point where there is a big change. The
recent economic crisis should be a thing in the past, not
something which should take place again in the future.
With political instability, our people decided to go for a



3331 Eilelelcloiat10)

[061 820868 BBw, 8. Beso® mBwdnd @wmo]

system change and selected you all and us. Remember
that and do not try to have this system change exclusively
for yourself. It was not only for you that people voted;
they voted for us as well. About 95 per cent of the people
voted for us as well. That is why, today, except for the
Samagi Jana Sandhanaya, all other political parties have
become minorities. That is the reality, accept it. By the
outlook of the people, the Samagi Jana Sandhanaya is the
alternative. So, look at that reality. That is what I am
saying. From a political point of view, political stability
has set in. Then, we must get over the economic crisis as
well.

You also have weak global integration and trade
policies. That is where I think we have to concentrate on
more. We have limited trade agreements with other
countries and we have to interact with global superpowers
to have trade transactions. So, I would say that if Sri
Lanka wants to achieve a developed service-based
economy like Japan has, we must invest in education and
vocational training, improve digital infrastructure to boost
IT services and e-commerce, simplify business
regulations to attract FDIs and startups, strengthen
financial and banking services, modernize transport,
diversify high-value services like tech and ensure political
and economic stability.

®3 B398 BRO0

(ore i@ saflsTeri oautssr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

D0 ¥5nBsB BB 0O, Bend mBwdesd @wmo
(oreryflg Farrdlug) FL L ggremnt e1ib. Blamrd srflwium)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Thank you, Sir.

I think if T wind up today without talking about Gaza,
I would be failing in my duty. Sir, I stand before this
esteemed Assembly to express my profound
condemnation of the Israeli regime's recent and egregious
violations of international law through its renewed
military operations in Gaza. The abrupt resumption of
hostilities marked by relentless airstrikes and ground
offensive has resulted in the tragic loss of lives of over
400 Palestinians, predominantly women and children,
during this sacred month of Ramadan.

This blatant breach of the ceasefire not only
undermines the prospects for lasting peace, but also
constitutes a direct assault on our shared humanity.

The aggression extends beyond Gaza's borders.
Recent reports indicate that Israeli forces have conducted
operations in Yemen, Syria and Lebanon, targeting
civilian populations including women, children and
humanitarian aid workers. Such actions exacerbate the
humanitarian crisis and represent flagrant violations of
international law, Sir. The international community
cannot remain silent in the face of these atrocities.

Sir, it is deeply concerning that the United States
continues to provide their unwavering support to Israel,
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thereby emboldening its unlawful actions and
perpetuating a cycle of violence. So, that has to be
condemned.

®C eB3IBBHO

(el sallerari ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

OG B50BsB BReg OO, Ben® mBudnl Owm
(oressryfl@ FaTTSud FLUL et erid. Blerd srflwliur)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, just give me half a minute and I will finish up.

This endorsement not only fuels further conflict, but
also undermines the foundations of peace in the region. I
call upon the Arab leaders and the broader international
community to unite in resisting these policies. Finally, 1
urge the Government to take a clear stand on this matter.

Thank you very much, Sir, for giving me this
opportunity.

®C B3WIBBO

(el sallereari ojouissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih. You
have 11 minutes.

[4.57 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and Chair of

Committees)

Hon. Chairman, thank you very much for the time
allotted for me to speak on the Votes of the Ministry
Finance, Planning and Economic Development during the
Committee Stage Discussion.

As you know, Sir, in order to bring this country out of
bankruptcy and for us to come out of this pathetic
situation we are in, we have earmarked tourism as one of
the main avenues that generate income and foreign
exchange for this country. Our economic stabilization
depends on the tourism industry, for which we have
ambitious plans and projects, portraying our country as a
preferred tourist destination to the world.

However, Sir, the article in the “Daily Mirror” of 18"
March, 2025 titled “The bane of over tourism and Israel
occupation in Sri Lanka” is indeed very disturbing. It
gives details as to how Israeli tourists who come here on
tourist visas operate businesses outside our legal system
and framework. They operate illegally on tourist visas
and engage in physical encounters with locals and other
foreigners. They have opened shops, restaurants and
hotels, for which bookings are made in their own country.
That does not benefit the Sri Lankans or our economy to
any significant extent or bring in foreign exchange. News
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of their actions and violent behaviour is spreading the
world over.

Sir, you know that Sri Lanka is a very sought-after
surfing destination. We have beautiful beaches in places
such as Hikkaduwa and Ahangama in the South, while in
Arugam Bay and other places in the East also, we have
beautiful beaches and seas ideal for surfing. In fact, Sri
Lanka is a surfing paradise during the whole 365 days of
the year. We have encountered those Israeli tourists and
received many complaints about how they dominate the
surf, how unfriendly they are and about their violent
predisposition towards other surfers.

When it comes to surfing, Sir, there are etiquettes in
sharing the waves. We have also heard about how these
tourists from Israel dominate the surf without allowing
other surfers to be there, so much so that a lot of surfers,
as I was told and as this article also goes on to state,
might overlook Sri Lanka as a surfing destination in the
future. Sri Lanka is also known the world over as a land
of smiling people and a haven of peace and tranquillity. I
would like to mention, Sir, that this article even goes on
to state that the influx of Israeli tourists started after
October, 2024 because there are many countries in the
world which have prohibited them from coming. So, that
is one reason why they have chosen Sri Lanka. This
article further goes onto state, I quote:

“They are patronizing their own places; they dine at Israeli
restaurants, they go for Israeli parties, stay at hotels run by Israelis
and since some of this money is siphoned off straight to Israel, Sri
Lanka is not benefiting from it.”

Again, I would like to say that this article carries the
headline, I quote:

“The bane of over tourism and Israeli occupation in Sri
Lanka.”

Sir, now, I would like to mention about the events that
have been unfolding in Gaza in recent times. One of the
most catastrophic humanitarian crises of our time is
unfolding there right now. I stand before this august
Assembly today to bring to your urgent attention the
renewed Israeli aggression against the Palestinian people
in Gaza, which began on 09" March, following the
breakdown of ceasefire negotiations. Sir, we are
witnessing not merely a military conflict, but an
unprecedented assault on innocent civilian lives.
According to the latest reports, since the escalation of
violence in the recent days, 436 Palestinians have been
killed, a significant portion of whom had been innocent
civilians. The breakdown includes at least 183 children,
94 elderly individuals and 125 men with an additional 678
individuals sustaining severe injuries.

The coordinated strikes executed by Israeli forces
have targeted 23 specific sites that had previously been
designated as humanitarian safe zones.

Sir, the Palestinian Ministry of Health reports that
since October, 2023, at least, 49,547 Palestinians had
been confirmed dead and 112,719 wounded, meaning that
one in every 50 individuals had been killed and one in
every 20 had been wounded in Gaza. The humanitarian
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situation in Gaza has deteriorated beyond imagination.
Medical infrastructure remains severely compromised
with only 12 hospitals supported by UNFPA delivering
services in Gaza. We must acknowledge the gravity of
this situation: there is pure genocide against Palestinians
in Gaza. According to Amnesty International, Israel has
unleashed hell and destruction on Palestinians, brazenly
continuing with total impunity.

Sir, the rhetoric from Israeli officials is deeply
disturbing. The Israeli National Security Minister has
openly admitted that conditions in Israeli prisons have
indeed worsened. He has dismissed the basic rights as
“perks” for Palestinian detainees.

Sir, Sri Lanka has historically been supportive of
Palestine. Governments and leaders of the past had
always maintained a friendly attitude towards the people
and the cause of the nation of Palestine; they have stood
up for the rights of the Palestinian people. Today, we
have the Leader of the House, the Hon. Bimal
Rathnayake, as the President of the Sri Lanka Committee
for Solidarity with Palestine. Similarly, past leaders of
political parties which held governments in Sri Lanka had
always been sympathetic towards and upheld the cause of
the Palestinian people. When former Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas visited Sri Lanka in 2008 and
2012, he expressed gratitude for our support throughout
Palestine's struggle for international recognition. Our
nation supported the historic UN Resolution that
enhanced Palestine's status and continues to support its
application for full UN membership.

Sir, as I conclude, I urge this House to reaffirm Sri
Lanka’s commitment to international humanitarian law
and human rights. We must condemn the genocidal
actions taking place in Gaza, call for an immediate
ceasefire and demand accountability for war crimes.

Today, in Sri Lanka, we see synagogues
mushrooming in all parts of the Island, which has angered
the local population. These are people who have opened
businesses, cafes and hotels in our country after coming
on tourist visas. So, if this is left unchecked, we may
again face a disastrous situation in our own land.

Our nation’s moral authority stems from its historical
support for just causes. So, let us stand united in
solidarity with the Palestinian people and work towards a
peaceful resolution that respects the dignity and the rights
of all. Let us take meaningful steps and actions which
would, in the long term, benefit our nation, not just
economically, but also in its image as a compassionate,
multi-cultural and multi-ethnic land which stands up for
those who are unable to do so themselves.

Sir, once again, I would like to thank you for the time
afforded to me to speak on this very important topic,
which is significant not only to us, Sri Lankans, but to the
world as a whole.

Thank you, very much.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage.
You have 14 minutes.
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth

Affairs and Sports)
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Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma. You
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister

of Finance and Planning)

Hon. Chairman, in the morning also I indicated how
the Budget has been structured for its benefits to go down
to the citizens of this country. The Hon. Members of the
Opposition spoke about how they look at the so-called
challenges and I would like to address some of them.

Firstly, the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake made
suggestions with regard to the SriLankan Airlines and
spoke about how it is currently being managed and the
way the Government has allocated billions to settle its
debt, which, in his opinion, may not be the right thing to
do. Sir, we need to understand that those legacy debts
have been incurred over several decades through
mismanagement, politicization and without allowing
competent people to contribute to the development of
those institutions, whereas the present Government has
segregated it. The President has very clearly mentioned
even during the Budget Speech that there would not be
any more funding from the Government for its
operational purposes. We can see light or kind of sparks
coming up at the end of the tunnel because of the way the
present management is handling that entity, trying to
restructure its operations and engaging capable people to
ensure that we get the best out of it. And, its debt has to
be serviced. That creates confidence that the Government
is not abandoning any of its obligations and is clearing
any debts the country has incurred.

Sir, another matter that was raised was parate execution.
Since the current Government took over, we extended the
relief package that was introduced through the banking
mechanism for another 12 months’ period.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Accordingly, at 5.38 p.m., the Debate stood adjourned.
Committee to sit again on Friday, 21st March, 2025.
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(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have five
minutes.

[e.®0. 5.57]

@6 (§9D08w) & ¢ 8BS0 Owmo

(oreryflg (HvrHd) anias & Fsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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Bwwd 1559 cap edsfesy export m6x $90 8mc&; local
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@G (8028 6) wEuven gyBwudens® dwm
(omevsrLll@ (sevrBlg) amiagewnr @flwli6lLmL)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

298 8Seddcs.
STUPBSTTT.
rose.

®©6 O5350Sewxs
(oreryLfl@ 2 miliferi e meurr)
(An Hon. Member)

Boewdes ¢@Bn® 53ED0.

@G (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(orenrflg (He0THlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sorry, go ahead, Hon. Deputy Minister. Boxsiz,
BesIm) 00 Bewdss ¢@imun®o.

@G (§0D28w) wEven y8wudens® Owm

(omevsrLil@ (sevrBld) amiagewnr @fwliGlLmL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

This tax is on service exportation. Based on the
income you receive into your bank account on service
exports only, this tax would be applied. - [Interruption.]
Even though you laugh, the reality is that we have not
taxed anything beyond 15 per cent.

@G (40028 w) w8s ¢ BFDr Owmo

(orenrflg (He0THlF) aniag & Hsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

®0 ofecmdr. ©O0 Buwew oFecmr; @-Gss
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@O DIBNBHD O

(oreTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@S (g8 w) wEs ¢ BFDo Owmmo

(orer Ll (S0rHY) anias & Fsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Sir, I will finish up.

O® YBIOB Wdeed B3ed. ¢l ©vEDB S end
BosImH®.
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(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuTd6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Your time is over.

@G (82028w) w8 ¢ BFDr Owmo
(oressrfl@ (H0THIF) aniag & Hsveur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Please give me one more minute, Sir.
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OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTfl@ FUTHTIWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake. You
have 20 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

FWNGO DT W NBWROr Growsmews) 9O fewsy,
@O0 Bowdefs 9@ §Eoes2d00;8) Sas.

GYBHTLIMS, OTHTLIENG  FLITBIUWSBT  YUTHET  YbBTTFTS
Slooflssrny — ysVGe,
BEWCVEHLD 6)35]5555 T 1T 5617

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER took the Chair.

wrevTL g LITBIF  FUTBTWST  ZY6)idseir

®G 08 S EBNGBZ DV

(oreirfl@ roll smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, before I start, may I seek a
clarification? Will the Meeting of the Committee of
Selection be held after this Debate?

®0 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I am informed that they are going to start in a little
while.

®3G 08 WO eBNGBZ DV

(orerfl@ rafl smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Then, there would be no representation from the
Opposition. That Meeting earlier scheduled at 5.00 p.m.
has been postponed to 6.00 p.m. If it could be postponed
till 6.15 p.m., it would be appreciated because you all
changed the time three times.
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I understand. However, the Hon. Speaker has already
left for the Committee.

G 08 WO €0B% D0

(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

But, there would not be any representation from the
Opposition.

6 Beradss HOznEmRO)
(orevwsryLilg Lrdld suTBTLST Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I will bring that to his notice.

[6.04 p.m.]

G 08 WS €02¥0B% DWm0

(oreTyfl@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, 1 also rose to add on to the
suggestions that had been made earlier. I do not think we
need to labour the points all over again as they have
already been discussed. However, all I could say is that it
is a suicidal tax that has been brought in. Nice words do
not make much of a change, if the ultimate objective is to
earn revenue.

If T may refer to what the Hon. Deputy Minister
mentioned, previously, had you been an accountant, a
logistics service provider giving consultancy to those
overseas or a doctor or an engineer contracted by those
outside the country for your knowledge and you were
charged under Section 15(c)(c) of the Act, you were
granted an exemption. And why was the exemption
granted? Because your knowledge had been imparted or
services had been rendered outside the country and not
within the country. So, there was a fillip given to bring
the monies into the country. But, now, what would this
suicidal attempt do? You have said that you are going to
do very much more, but you have not done anything. The
moral obligation of walking the talk is far greater than
simply introducing something and then claiming, "Now, it
is justified across the board." In that case, you may charge
45 per cent across the board for everyone, rather than
applying 15 per cent to one group and 45 per cent to
another. It does not stand to justification when you say, "I
am only looking at it from the country's perspective. [ am
pointing out what is beneficial and relevant for the
country.” You should not allow the IMF to come here and
tell you, "You have got to do this." They have rendered
us a good service. As I said, when a country is in
bankruptcy and in order to get out of that situation, you
need the IMF. But, that does not mean it is a panacea for
all ills.

Let them be the guiding force, not the ruling force.
You have been elected to govern based on the mandate
given by the Sri Lankans.

So, why do I differ here? Here is a situation where you
are trying to achieve a target of Rs. 10.2 billion or 0.04
per cent, which is going to be detrimental to you. You

should do it in a way that would benefit us because it is
highly contested and I am saying this for the sake of the
national economy. If you are an accountant providing
services to the Maldives, Dubai and Singapore, why
should you bring that money back to Colombo and pay
15 per cent, where, peviously,you were paying zero per
cent tax? We require foreign exchange, not a meager Rs.
10 billion in order to get to that equation process. The
Hon. Minister and the two Hon. Deputy Ministers, I am
sure, would be looking at this from a different
perspective. Hon. Deputy Minister(Dr.) Anil Jayantha,
you could simply add 25 cents to the petrol price and earn
Rs. 12 billion to Rs. 15 billion, rather than wasting time
on this. Discouraging the smaller players is one thing, but
what about the bigger ones? They will simply ensure that
invoicing takes place in a country with zero taxes, as |
mentioned this morning.

I would now like to table* this document which gives
countries where global income is tax-free, countries
which have territorial tax systems, countries which have
no personal taxes and some others which offer a Special
Residency Tax System.

If T may mention the countries with no personal
income tax, they include the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, the Bahamas, Bermuda, the Cayman Islands,
Monaco, Vanuatu and Brunei, where one could register.
So, it would be like what the textile industry did when
they were imposed on unreasonable taxes despite
requests not to do that. What they did was, they floated a
company in that country and had their parent company
here. Their sales invoices are sent to that country while
only their labour requirements are sent from here. Then,
what is your earning? Your earning will be Rs. 100,
minus Rs. 99, leaving a profit of one rupee. But
previously, your turnover, the foreign exchange which
came into this country, was US dollars 1 billion. These
are the areas where the impractical use of this suicidal
tax, as I would call it, is going to be done. So, both the
theoretical and practical aspects need to be addressed.

The next one is the Territorial Tax System. Singapore
has worldwide earnings, profits made outside Singapore,
100 per cent tax-free.

Then, you are telling this House that you do not
charge any tax within the Colombo Port City, but outside
the Colombo Port City, you charge 15 per cent. Now, tell
me the rationale behind this particular decision. Under
the same tax system that you brought in to Parliament,
you say that a 40-year tax holiday would be granted to
investors in the Colombo Port City. I like that. Do not say
that we are opposing this. I am opposing the imposition
of the tax, but I am supporting the zero per cent tax
provided to the Colombo Port City because that is what
would attract all professionals to come here. We would
love to see Indians coming to Sri Lanka utilizing that
“pay no taxes” policy and bringing in foreign exchange to

* getmameed & ¢».
* prallswaViigBlel) sweusbSLILIL (BeiTens).
* Placed in the Library.
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this country. Why is Dubai what it is today? It is because
a lot of people visit that country and Dubai earns more
dollars through that than they do from oil and today, that
country is a success story. That is what we also must do
here. So, do not listen to some white clerks from the IMF
who come here and tell us to charge 15 per cent as tax
when you could earn billions of dollars by imposing
different taxes as the revenue you want.

Peter Brewer, the former IMF Mission Chief for Sri
Lanka, who had finished his term, did a very good job
under difficult circumstances, no question about it. But, it
is not individualistic egos that are required here. The IMF
is an institution which must do what is good for the
country and what is good for the institution. When it
comes to our country, we must negotiate and not do what
is imposed by them. What they basically say is, “Do what
I say, but do not do what I do.” The Hon. Prime Minister
and some Cabinet Ministers are here. I once again tell
you, this is something injurious to the country. So, please
ensure that you rectify this. If a lawyer renders his service
to India, why should you tax him for that service rendered
outside our country? He has the entrepreneurship to go
out and bring foreign exchange from outside to Sri Lanka
as dollars. On that particular basis, you say that there
would not be an imposition of taxes when it comes to
banks. Well and good. In any case, it is a system where
you register your self-declaration of income by November
and you have to pay tax from there onwards. So, Hon.
Minister, these are things that are going on.

Now, I quote what SLASSCOM Chairman, Mr.
Nishan Mendis, whom we laud for doing a fantastic
service, said to the “Sunday Observer” of 16™ March,
2025: "SLASSCOM targets US Dollars 5 billion revenue”
and “plans to set up 1,000 start-ups by 2030.” I am sure
the Hon. Deputy Minister is one of the prime movers of
that. I am not an expert on IT, Hon. Deputy Minister, but
what I have heard is that you are moving things in the
right direction. But, why do you not tell your Colleagues
that this is a suicidal tax that they are bringing forth? You
are trying to earn only Rs. 10 billion from that and I gave
you an example how you could collect US Dollars 20
billion. All what you have to do is, add 25 cents more on
the price of petrol. As the oil prices have come down, in
any case, if you add 25 cents more, then, you would get at
least US Dollars 17 billion. That is the way to collect
revenue.

So, the younger generation who went astray in 1972,
1983 and 1989 due to the fact that there had been no jobs
created because of the economic impact, looked at other
alternatives. When they find that they cannot enjoy here
the benefits of what they legally earn, they may adopt
three different approaches. The first one is, they would
keep the monies outside the country. The second one is,
they would have a dummy company set up somewhere
else and get the money to come in. The third approach is,
they seek overseas jobs, go abroad and bring the money
in. Then, you lose the foreign exchange you made on the
travel out of the country. So, what are we doing? We are
trying to save pennies and lose billions of rupees on the
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other side. Are we saying this just to oppose the
Government? No, Hon. Deputy Minister. I am sure you
have more practical knowledge than that. So, ensure you
look into this issue and address it.

Now, I would like to quote what SLASSCOM has
stated. But, I cannot quote the exact date they mentioned
that. They say that this is an inimical tax on the industry.
So, they are calling upon the Government to relook at it.
Once again, they have two options. They will move from
the John Keells building. Earlier, they decided to take 20
floors, but they had taken only 10 floors and now, they
are going into the Colombo Port City. Then, that 15 per
cent charge you have been targeting would not be
obtained. So, what is the fun? That is why I said in the
morning that we should be radical in our thinking, we
should emulate ourselves and export ourselves out of the
debt crisis we are in. We have a debt of US Dollars 100
billion with 53 per cent local debts and the balance being
foreign debts. Of those, some have been rescheduled.

If we do not gear ourselves to ensure that we earn
foreign exchange to the tune of US Dollars 3 billion from
today till 1928, US Dollars 6 billion and US Dollars 9
billion from then onwards, we would run into a debt
crisis again. I am warning you all now, because
otherwise, you would say that as knowledgeable people,
we did not advise. So, let us work together to solve this
problem. I am telling you, think about this in a different
way.

I would like to say that in 2016, when we were
discussing about the 16™ tranche of the IMF, they came
up with the same impositions. We told them, "Sorry, we
cannot do that and there must be some rationality. You
can give your ideas, but sovereignty should be in our
hands." And, we asked them, “What is the revenue
required?” They mentioned that it was an "X" amount.
The current Secretary, Mr. Siriwardana, Dr.
Samaratunga, who was the then Secretary and Mr.
Seneviratne, who is the DST now could bear testimony to
that. People like them got involved in that process. We
told them, "You give us the ideas and we will earn the
revenue", and they got what they wanted and we got what
we wanted. They proposed the imposition of this tax and
we said we cannot do it. Then, in 2018, the Hon. Mangala
Samaraweera was the Minister of Finance. They imposed
that and in six months, he withdrew it because of the
inimicalness of this tax. I would not saying anything else
since I have labored enough on that.

Then, when it comes to the 45 per cent tax on betting
and gaming, my belief is that you must have a regulatory
authority first and with that regulatory authority in place,
you can get this types of things coming in. You are
adding 40 to 45 per cent just because it is a low-hanging
fruit. But yet, 45 per cent is not the answer. If that is the
case, then, you can make it 75 per cent. You are
detracting from the real sources of getting it into superior
sources. So, once again, when we tax, there must be an
equitableness as well as sustainability. When, it comes to
taxes on gaming and betting, these are sin taxes, I would
say. It is well and good, if we ensure that we get the
optimum benefit out of collecting revenue. But, if you are



3361 2025 @& 20 3362

only imposing that 45 per cent just for the sake of
imposing it, then you could have imposed 80 per cent and
be morally happy that you have put a figure.

It is also the same with the Ceylon Tobacco Company.
This company basically has 85 per cent of taxes on its
production. On the basis of this, the more prices you
increase, it goes into the substitute that is there. Out of the
Rs. 9 billion worth sticks, - you cannot call those
cigarettes, but sticks - Rs. 1.9 billion is the actual revenue
of the cigarettes sold by the Ceylon Tobacco Company.
Rs. 7 billion is the revenue from beedi. I am sure there are
Hon. Members representing the Kegalle District and the
beedi industry is a thriving small industry there. What do
they do? There is a legally registered beedi suppliers/
manufacturers’ association led by Mr. Lakshman, as I can
remember, and the other lot is spurious, who basically
import this without paying any taxes anywhere. They
themselves have told them, "Legalize us so that we could
afford to pay legally and ensure that we come into the
formal system." But, that is not being listened to by the
Excise Department. If you impose 2 to 3 per cent tax on
this Rs. 7 billion worth beedi industry, the beedi
manufacturers say they could guarantee a Rs. 15 billion
revenue. Now, instead of collecting Rs. 10 billion by
imposing that tax on services exported, you could have
imposed Rs. 2 tax on those people who are doing this
freelancing operation and other things, collect revenue
and tell the IMF that we could give you Rs. 15 billion
while you wanted Rs. 10 billion from us. So, these are the
areas that you need to have corrections, rectifications and
practical attainments made in doing collecting revenue.
So, I would like to mention once again that the imposition
of the figure is yours, but the practical attainment in
trying to get what we think of putting in through that tax
is what we are recommending to you.

So, the next matter I want to mention is with regard to
the interest rates on the savings of the senior citizens. The
interest rates given to senior citizens could be compared
to what we did in 2015. When we came to power, we
gave the senior citizens a 15 per cent interest and if was
given when we tried to drive down the interest rates for
lending purposes. Because the lending rate should be
single digit - we were trying to achieve a rate in the range
of 8 to 10 per cent - we had a dichotomy in order to
reduce the rate and increase the saving rate for the senior
citizens.

So, we did two things. We had an imposition from the
Ministry of Finance. We gave in to the banks, whoever
who had an interest rate of 15 per cent for a deposit and
capped at Rs. 1.5 million, and I still remember the
difference was about Rs. 20 billion. Here, you have
increased it to 3 per cent when the promise given was 15
per cent in total. When a senior citizen goes to these 1,000
branches that the Hon. Minister mentioned, he has to
basically give his own affidavit. If that is accepted, well
and good. But, why do you not go for Point of Sale -
POS - machines? Your President spoke of that. I think, it
is a good and the right thing. So, eEnsure that you invest
money through these particular POS machines. Then, it
would be done online. When you have that online facility,
you have no problem of needing an affidavit or the actual
implementation of it.

How do you know whether a Rs. 1.5 million is from
one particular senior citizen, whether he is the sixty-year-
old husband or the fifty-eight-year-old wife? You would
not get that difference. How is that issue addressed? I
think you should attend to these matters much more
practically. You should look at the materialness across
the board. When you impose a figure, the administration
cost would be far greater than the actual receipt of the
revenue. This does not seem to be followed at this
particular moment.

So, all I could basically say is that ensure we have a
system where collecting revenue is a must. We have
targeted 15 per cent of GDP, well and good. Without
running after pennies, run after dollars and millions of
rupees. You have to ensure that the economy is
expanding instead of contracting. Expansion of economy
means, you have to develop the economy from all areas.
But, if you have things happening at the moment, you
would see a downward trend instead of the upward swing
required. Once again, I would request you to please
relook at the export services and ensure you take those up
to the correct level.

Generate enthusiasm among the younger generation.
IT is a thrust industry that could be shaken up. I think the
President mentioned here that we need to create two
million jobs in the IT sector. So, ensure that that is done
by giving the younger generation freedom to operate in
that area. Why do I ask you to not tax them? By
imposing that, you will not be able to get the revenue
targeted. That is the difference. So, instead of
discouraging them, encourage them, driving them onto a
motivational path and ensure that we take them to a better
tomorrow.

Sir, all I could basically say is that let us bring some
sense of rationality in, let us bring some logic in and let
us bring some sanity at this particular moment, where
there is no cash flow into the country today. You all are
talking about this anti-inflationary approach while
sucking out all the monies that are there. That does not
help you to get the economy moving. I am saying this
because we need to earn Rs. 5 trillion at the end of this
year. Already three months have gone by out of this
year. If you are to get Rs. 5 trillion coming in, we
should have at least a 4 to 5 per cent growth expansion.
In order to have growth expansion, you have to have
more investments. In order to have more investments,
you must have low-lending rates. That is how the small
and the medium enterprises would get moving. That is
why I am so conscious about these matters because we
cannot afford to have anymore insurrections or civil
disturbances owing to not guiding the economy in a
professionally attributed manner for all of us to deliver
what is required at this moment.

Thank you very much.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwst HjeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Anura Karunathilaka. You have ten
minutes.
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Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, you have two minutes of
your allocated 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Ajith P. Perera. You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.

Oz 80> ewles220 et 3®82» Ses.:

"ens em@usm gbes ©8800xVn o @wdd
&5 O8cs

@2 &." oo (:0:8) ¢B Swsim Cwma]

Brreflssr L g

"FLL_@pevLd  upupLl  LITTT @GOG GUpeys&HsF Fri L LiiGwrs.” -
fiorstripfig (sevrEs) Syefie gpuipz ]

Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."”
- [The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha.]



3377

002 85800008 t529 D &

[0 Bewdes e m9@ §Eotszrc;e) .|

Gupallsh Qgmuiiiin L gj.

[1oreoTL G LTHIF FLITBIUIST Y6UTH6IT HEDVHLD UBGEBTTH6T. ]
Considered in Committee.

[THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

®3C 38RO

(wrenTLLil@ salsrari o)auigsr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Clause 3, does the House agree?

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWD0
(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

238 8Sedcs.
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rose.

®S B9S8R

(wreiTLLlE sellsreari o)auissr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake?

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWD0

(orenTfl@ rall &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, we would like to express our disapproval on
Clause 3(2)(c)(a) and (b). With regard to the tax on
tobacco and gaming, there is no problem. It is only to the
15 per cent tax that we are opposing. So, very clearly the
taxes on tobacco and gaming are not an issue. But, Clause
3(2)(c)(a) and (b) are the Subclauses to which we are
voicing our opposition. But, there is no need of taking a
Vote; we only want to express our opposition.

®S 398 DOs

(wrevrLil@, salsreari Sjauigsr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Okay, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, we shall note down
your objection.
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Clauses 3 to 6 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause, Long Title and Title ordered to stand part of the
Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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(oo TR ANIZY S STON)

(wrenTyLlg salsrari osuirss)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes, Hon. Member?

®3G 08 WO EDIZNBZ DV

(oressrfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Again, Sir, very clearly, to the tax on tobacco and
gaming, we are not opposing at all, but only to the other
two subject matters under Clause 3(2)(c)(a) and (b). So,
let it be very clear and do not allow it be misinterpreted
anywhere that we opposed that, too.

oo TR IANIZY S STON)

(wrenryLlg salsrari osuirss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

We shall note it down as you proclaimed.

@G (80028w) gBF SwsIm Dwmo
(oraryl@ (srBld) el pwbs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Sir, I move,

"That the Bill be now read the Third time."

Sir, 1 also request for permission to correct the
language, the typographical errors, the grammatical
errors, the numerical errors and the consequential
amendments to the Bill.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.13 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Friday, 21st March, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
21st February, 2025.
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