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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO THE LEGAL BASIS FOR
IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
AND TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE ON ACTIONS THAT CAN BE
TAKEN WITHIN THE CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

REGARDING THE NON-IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH
RECOMMENDATIONS
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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GOVIJANA SEVA BANK, MIHINTALE: LOAN GRANTED TO
JANATHA LANKA CHILLIE MARKETING LTD.
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the Janatha Lanka
Chillie Marketing Limited is situated in the
Mihintale Agrarian Service area;

(i) whether a loan of Rs. 1,275,000 has been
granted to that company by the Mihintale
Govijana Seva Bank in 2001;

(iii) if so, the basis on which that loan was
granted,

(iv)  whether that loan will be recovered,

(v) if so, the basis on which the said loan will
be recovered;

(vi) whether a decision has been taken not to
collect the interest of Rs. 1,975,233 of the
loan; and

(vii)  if so, the reasons for that?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will she inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

(iv)

™)
(vi)

whether she admits that there is a salary
anomaly in the Teachers’ and the
Principals’ Services;

the plan in place to resolve it;

whether she is aware that the module
requirements must be met for promotions
as per the Teachers’ Service Minute;

whether she is aware that problems such as
missing out on promotions, non-receipt of
salary increments and delays in service
confirmation have arisen due to failure to
complete module requirements;

the planned course of action in place to
resolve the problems referred to above; and

the dates on which the above problems will
be resolved?

Will she also inform this House -

@

(ii)
(iif)

whether she is aware that problems have
arisen regarding seniority due to limited
and open recruitments being conducted in
two time frames, as per the Service Minute;

whether there are obstacles in resolving the
said problems that so arise; and

the course of action in place to resolve the
above problems?

Will she further inform this House -

(1) whether the placement of officers in the Sri
Lanka Education Administrative Service
has been regularized; and

(i) if not, the course of action in place in that
regard?
If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the people in the
Estates do not get clean drinking water;

(i) the number of drinking water projects
implemented in the estates in the Badulla
District by the Government and the
Plantation Human Development Trust after
1992; and

(iii) the amount of money spent on each such
project and their current state, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the water project
carried out at the new housing scheme at
Punagala LLG, Kepkade in the Badulla
District has not been completed;

(i) the amount of money allocated for that
project; and

(iii)  whether the said amount has been released
in full at present?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep - Deputy Minister of
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House of the -

(i) magnitude of damage that was caused to
cultivations by wild animals in 2024;

(if)  resultant economic loss incurred; and

(iii)) measures that have been taken so far to
mitigate the damage caused to cultivations
by wild animals?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the number of firearms issued to farmers in
order to protect cultivations;

(i) whether he is aware that a bullet used in
such firearms costs Rs. 450;

(iii) whether he is aware that farmers are
severely inconvenienced as a result; and

(iv) if so, the measures that would be adopted in
this regard?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I would like to ask the following
Question from the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development under Standing Order No. 27(2).

The export of Sri Lanka’s textiles, apparels and other
general items is a key driver of economic growth with a
projected target of US Dollars 8 tol0 billion by 2030. A
significant portion of these exports is directed towards the
United States, a major trading partner. However, US
President Donald Trump is pursuing a policy of
deglobalization, using tariffs as a strategic tool to regulate
trade, particularly targeting countries with which the US
has a trade deficit. While the previous US administrations
adopted a different approach for developing countries, the
possibility of a return to protectionist policies in the future
remains a concern under the new Trump administration.

In this context, could the Hon. Minister inform this
House,

L. whether the Government has conducted an
assessment on how the deglobalization policies
and potential tariff hikes by the US could impact
on Sri Lanka's general, textile and apparel exports;

2. whether we cannot step up our negotiating skills,
especially as a country that is very precariously
coming out of bankruptcy, and negotiate for a
special accommodation from President Trump and
his Government;

3. as to what steps the Government has taken to
retain and expand market access for Sri Lankan
exports in the US under the existing Generalized
System of Preferences - GSP- or alternative trade
arrangements; and

4. whether Sri Lanka has engaged in any bilateral
negotiations with the US Trade Representative or
other US authorities to mitigate tariff risks and
ensure that Sri Lanka remains competitive in the
US market?
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Hon. Speaker, 1.2 million people are directly
employed in that industry.
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Hon. Member, would you please wind up?
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The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti. You have 14 minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Sajith Premadasa. You
have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa - Leader of the Opposition)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Sajith Premadasa, you have exhausted the time
allotted to you.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage. You have
seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth

Affairs and Sports)

@01 BB, @¢ & B WOYH I B
2@mmnned O Bbs wOITRewm B OB ©®
BDaced ©®0 @y em3 0D e §B®» woie BBwswns
s @28uy WmOBTH O deedisn OmO.
OB PO BErenwmw, KB BT @D 510 Died
2EHDS OB® el e@erwd Penm 9 emes
eOmD. 0@ wn BWEE OFMO, e®D gmeg ol
208w 0D Bedresy emoewins JO0m cHus E8nwn
EHIRDDBID) 0® Pwen) B WD WOOBIELT EISWIOE
Bem oo8. "cdun Edner" Bum mowmed e@xm ¢®
B0 e ms e Bws o o¢m ¢80 aBnw Deos
D0 g8 ¢5imdn. ged g@imneaw ¢ree a8 DEIewedin
e0sYes’, BEND ©wH» mIo|EEBsE N god Jbw; a8
DS 00 cHor EDne e Be® D@
B8odg oPonsdsind. B s “dDudssim
30D BewE ©wH B 55y @IRBINTTEST EICVIDE
B mdems 08 adQem 830 88 81088 wievm
Bodsies.

cam Q@ 50800 B0 SBGB BB OO
o BBe® DoBO ged o¢dd On u08 Beadm IO &8
eI, & DoBO gl g@imsenw NS ¥ HOH &8
D0 D5, & Dredd®, 8y woudmaBen wBn
BOwE S0 s 0vd 98B0 mcieen e BE@renes
RZO  god  g@mnened DoROW. o@me, god
DO GHeIO egen wotdmaBen Died® BOVE divnmens
208, I» 00 Bed® DoRO el g@imnw ©RO
Beadmdr. @53 0® gdfen 980 mEHnI® ¢80 e® aw Ow»
20808 B8O -wdn RBIO- wcw YW ©05 WIEo
Beamdr. & amd 0® gw Dess’ @ed @i Rwrd
30008 Bwae® wews GB8wuE BBwm 7,100, yddm
Bwe® wews 8w 8Bwm 5,500 00y mSE Bednrdo.
Em 00m SRRy B, ged ded Bt wddRme
BBO wewo oBsE BBum 8486w, morem WOWD
000eds §i8uE BBwum 4,114nx a8 gw Diewsy Oy
WO Bedmrydn. 85Bw DecdE v D1wdES 00 me 8o
G308 Bwe® WOE BNW. eHIS PBHHORO en®
Bwe® woosimy NE dmDn. e®ime, ¥ IeFE®ICWBO
B0® gw D16 WD Bws) mND HPewdBmd @0 mSsIm
O ©dsTery Y. @M DE0 uuBwe SWROR
BIDO gw D@ WD, DO BHOB. w8 @l gw D16 BE
28 0053 o e HBwO® Bwe® WO & 18 S WmOBI
508 ¢8 demedsiny edsTesy.

9853, @® gw Drewsy edsl WO e a8 wbbdwn
OO o WO, e®ime, e afcided @l 3 1mB AW
I Bwe® wewo 005 WO ¢ §eBsY Bwwd 50 dno
58 FHO® Bwed® WO Bedsieny.

@® gw D18 Hwin®m BZed ¢8 DErewedisn eOm
D ROWsY Oes1d Beadmdr. & D@wdwsy 0 Bwdd



2875 3085Be®snd

[06 9BE ®@6 0@ed ®wmn]

om0, ¢8 »u8e ®w AHsed o@imde meg Bem
DB 00 Dedd On ®»OT® BB, O
BIBBEROB. 0® S BB BE ¢8 dnE Bwdd ©ensndn
30enn Bedmdr. o®ime g8 vwe®® emd, ged ced
01® FodpneWd® Sme Dm0, dmE aba)c ®eENODO
c @0dD system OmE e Bedm 0. e®D uxuBw
BB 8wy & HOed: grneg Biime c0dD oddE.
00 0dmdE WosTm;, S0 EHHOD gdes BBWO eOHm
DO HORB a8 ged wemw BE&ime 0 oFes. a8 &
DOR® 0® e@ement 980 modsY 93 Do.

Bend ©wd®dxTDews’ ofomn, edhewd gw On WO
0GB Beadmd. ©O ©nsBn®d, a8 ged yBuB
YRBYERH B EED BeHsT WE, BB Bo vy eOHmeS
DO B0, HBm B v 00md BEe® wmbew e®
@DHEO @ahewdcdd gdws mO8s Beadmds. o@ime,
Em ©80E Mbeme e0edd. OFOS On WomD Ded
g0 ¢ ecBRL HOBID HOOT HOGHBE 00edB,
Em. @8 Bew 738 ocdm ey »OB o® Bih sm39
westesy. ydocerw, den® IO »ethe®O PCHD
®Oeem S0m yhvHBen, soyos wesimy v 8 I
BoFE @0dme 005 gumdwd @8 ged Bh wmdn
BE@rens O oD Sodversi® ¥ Smomed
O Hn® ©n Iy WS BBEE, BSOS HCTD -
OB Om- BEE WOHDD e & BuEcE® @8 Ow
DR 0OmE WO DEeBedy 00D D BCHsY
DO, 0@ume, g0 YIOE YEDWE » 1. G0 WFEwG®
gadme sy g0 Bedsles Behed ydmw. a8 2y
WOBIesT BeNd. O 9¥esy mYe, ey mY Bws Om
30 @€ V. O OTEROB, & Bwo a8 Bto ednEe8
Fes 9180 s BB OO B @S0 BwsImd
MOBB. 00 »E BOD, g0 Jeod BBOw mdeno
BBsw 00 oIm), wimdd WOsIm BPen 0. oime,
38 00m 988uy mirTery Beh w-n® T30 goed. O
BoOPWWO gHED eNedB. 9B8sY a8 ¢l & »Oogs»
3Dy WO Beadmds. ¢8 Jm 988us momdo.

S0, DIn®Iers’ eBeiden o BBswmsy
Bedm, ©; OEROB. 8 0® cdmemds LHBm
REO8B mBYed PED ©weITVewsY vy O
Beamdr. & Ded® BB ¢@BDcewn ©18»s enda
OREOEY v ¥ 9w 00, 8 edmeD Joo
0®5IVewsy Boew @devsm Bedmd. ©0 OHEHOSA,
R0 o ¢@mm OO W OO BBIDY EOZ. & Doed®
e® DB BB grog 00T 0 »E BBvw o
Beadmdr. ©© aqiwd, gi0. 28 O womdi. 8
DT 0DHD, 0® Bedm ¢dye, e® Bedm y@dm
Bosnmcd & adan o 6w & 00ncEI wows edme mJ
o5, Sm 88 gBdwewsi® momD. g8 & wew
NOWOYD WO Bedmd. & o Onn BT, ©® W
WO Egw» DB ed god DRDOYD O wWImdL WSBIH
O® D(RIEBIECHH T eDHD. @NIeWI® BRBE.

®O 398 BHOs

(wreiTyLlE sallgTart ojeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.
You have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Roshan Akmeemana. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran. You
have 10 minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.
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Now, I would like to move on to the other Ministry
under discussion, the Ministry of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development. Sir, I wish to bring to the
attention of the House a certain matter. When I looked at
the pages relevant to the Ministry of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development in the Budget Estimates, |
realized the importance of encouraging entrepreneurs in
the country as a whole. Now, the biggest challenge our
people face is obtaining financial assistance for a start-up.
The Hon. Minister is very well aware that one of the
biggest issues we face when starting a new project or a
venture is finding start-up capital as loans. I wish to
know from the Minister concerned - there are thousands
of small entrepreneurs who had obtained loans from
private banks and who are now being threatened with
parate execution, and the former Government gave a
moratorium and this Government, too, has extended it till
the 31% of March, I believe - whether this Government
also would further extend that moratorium. ©ced
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Thank you very much, Hon. Presiding Member. 1 will
finish up quickly.
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I just need one more minute, Sir.
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THE HON. ARAVINDA SENARATH took the Chair.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 9,138,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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9| L_eusmenTulledt UGSWTSE @) (HHEdbd: HL_Leneruil_ L’ L g.

semevtiy 149, pVSHeTE  GlFevey

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,392,700,000, for Head 149,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 143,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 143,800,000, for Head 149,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

02 92 D VeOVB.- 305D D RVeBOVD -
560 08®»> Bese®, or. 3,069,000,000;
Yed» Bwe®, St 8,426,500,000

BlapFAsS L ib 02.- gyUilelpsHld GFwmuTbser -
e Heaumen OFeweay, erumir 3,069,000,000;
CpVGeTF GlFevey, epumis 8,426,500,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities -
Rs. 3,069,000,000;
Rs. 8,426,500,000

Recurrent Expenditure,
Capital Expenditure,
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“ seweliy 149, plspsdsgl L 02, sr@eaumes GFsveyd
srewr epumin 3,069,000,000 oy suswewrullh Gairdsiinpwors”
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gsemeoliy 149, BlapsdssLmn 02, Baw@eaumer GFevey
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“ gseweliy 149, plaspsfsHlLib 02, cpugerd GlFeveaydhsrer
gls s’ L epumis 8,926,500,000 9y L_susnewrullh CaidsssL
u@wrs” st afleorm alHlésul B HmIbEETeTarTiILL L ).
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SmSSULLL_suTm) I|L_L_susmenruilesr

SHEMeVLIL| cpevgeTs  ClFevey
u@GsSlwrs [OlUETES

s Lewerul il L gi.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,069,000,000, for Head 149,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 8,926,500,000, for Head
149, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 149, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

303 92 B8vw.- cdvmESITD @cwIdnedsInd

02 92y D@0V~ ©DERD WOV - ZYHGOEDD Bk ec®,
St 343,300,000

"303 o &Ssewd 02 O DRBOBD, YHHGOEDD Bwbe®
e O 343,300,000 e coeCamed ames »e gne”
@D yame O®wm 5T wwo ®®m Sw.

303 o B¥vewd 02 O D@®WOVD, ¥Y»GOEH Bwe®
cBeComesd emdnn 000 Adws gnud Bewle mdm 8.

02 02 D DwOBD.- 308D D10 - YR Dwed,
S 67,700,000

"303 0 Bbvewd 02 05 O1REOvD, YE» Bwe® wews
S 67,700,000 @ee cuveEamnwed gmesd »e @gnae" @
y@dm w6 B0®m 85T ww OO Sw.
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GQFevey, cpumis 343,300,000

“ gseweiiy 303, plapsfggll L 02, Wam®eoumer CFeveayd

srewr  epumin 343,300,000 sy suswemtuilh Ceissliu@ors”
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GFevey, erumis 67,700,000

" gewevtiy 303, plapsAssl Lib 02, cpevgerd GFeveaydhsmesr
epumis 67,700,000 oL suswewrullh CaFidbsliLBwrs”  eTenib
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BapFAg gl L 02,
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semevriy 303, cpevgeTd  ClFevey

HEAD 303.- DEPARTMENT OF TEXTILE INDUSTRIES

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 343,300,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 343,300,000, for Head 303,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 303, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 67,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 67,700,000, for Head 303,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 303, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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ot 7,100,000,000
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 5,500,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

"194 o Bbvewd 01 O D@BOVD, YNHDEH® Bwe®
eewo or. 1,325,000,000 e coedamnsd ames »e gna”
w5 yim @ 80w 5T wwr 00D Be.
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sewetiy 194, Blaspsfssl L 01, aw®aumep GlFsvey
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GFevey

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,325,000,000, for Head 194,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 194, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,230,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,230,000,000, for Head 194,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 194, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,105,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,105,000,000, for Head 194,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 194, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule. \

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1,410,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,410,000,000, for Head 194,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 194, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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cpevserd  GlFsvey

HEAD 219.- DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS DEVELOPMENT

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 184,000,000, for Head 219,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 219, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 36,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 36,000,000, for Head 219,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 219, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

02 92 OeOVBY.- 305D DRVeOVB -
y5Y0008m s Bwe®, &t 2,486,000,000;
8cam Buc®, Gt 2,324,000,000

BlapsAsF L 02.- gilalhssdF QFwmumBser -
et (Heu(hieh ClFsvey, ehumi 2,486,000,000;
CLpsLSH&ITF GlFeveay, emuimis 2,324,000,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities -

Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 2,486,000,000;
Capital Expenditure,  Rs. 2,324,000,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,486,000,000, for Head 219,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 219, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 2,824,000,000, for Head
219, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 219, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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2025 wrig 19, Lygsrslpsor.

At 5.57 p.m., the Hon. Presiding Member left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Wednesday, 19th
March, 2025.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.25 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Wednesday, 19th March, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 21st February, 2025.






e571.49.
©®® Ddmed gwiy §eonw 1w BORW WDOE BD108 me @n s’ ¢om 88 OB sY 8z BOunxs eom

B0 mE @r @6 8 18E0 ey @m0, 8Osnm 18 ecunBen @5ng®©ds
©(257e508) wotdTI™ 0D READ e DDwW YRG.

ey

2 miiflesri swgl 2 ewgullest @mugl ugilih QFwelHoyh Lewy Smsshisemar g Lrsluilsd Qgeafleursds &nlss!
IBewerll Lileny HwmSsIuLTs Ulrs) Slewl_s5 @)(H eurrhiseher aneraFrl ugiurd il ms @ ojeiiyss0 Ceuaist(HIb.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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