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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.
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The Note on Supplementary Allocations from the
“Development Activities Programme” appearing under Expenditure
Head No. 240 of the Department of National Budget for the period
from 01.01.2025 to 28.02.2025 as per Clause (e) of the Motion for
the Vote on Account passed by Parliament on 06.12.2024. - [The
Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]
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(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe - Deputy Minister of

Industry and Entrepreneurship Development)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
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(The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Speaker, I present -

(1) apetition from Mr. M.D.K. Maldeniya of No. 147/
C, Muththettuwatta, Hiswella, Kirindiwela; and

(2) a petition received from Mr. S.A.P.K. Dayananda
of No. 155, Thalagama, Gampaha.
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(The Hon. Ravindra Bandara)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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IMPORT AND EXPORT OF CHICKEN MEAT FROM 2010:
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asked the

Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land

and Irrigation:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(i)
(iii)
(iv)

V)
(vi)

the volumes of chicken produced in Sri
Lanka from the year 2010 up to now,
separately in respect of each year;

whether chicken meat was exported during
the period concerned;

if so, the quantities, separately in respect of
each year;

whether chicken meat was imported during
the period concerned;

if so, the quantities, separately in respect of
each year; and

the measures that will be taken to improve
the chicken meat industry in Sri Lanka?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.

Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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[3le121 DO 0 Bwcmw (e@Jweasy)
2010 104,160
2011 116,760
2012 137,390
2013 144,540
2014 150,320

(i)
(iii)

@iv)
)

(vi)
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Rl BRSO 0 Bducmrw (e®JFesy)
2015 164,450
2016 182,690
2017 200,980
2018 214,200
2019 224,010
2020 216,160
2021 236,670
2022 228,130
2023 236,110
2024 257,930
2025 283,580%*

** sod8m Bdvocmre.
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2EDEDS WE NS O Y@ rgows
obec (003 =0d0ss)
2010 2,309.60
2011 1,812.03
2012 969.60
2013 1,524.46
2014 1,964.66
2015 1,080.32
2016 1,473.03
2017 1,995.82
2018 3,727.89
2019 3,664.17
2020 1,597.58
2021 770.68
2022 502.76
2023 1,812.52
2024 2,487.99
0D.
PDBDS WE VRO O Yoo
ooea (003 00s3)
2010 1,235.74
2011 1,952.13
2012 844.51
2013 352.46
2014 354.00
2015 591.58
2016 252.59
2017 271.52
2018 277.16
2019 195.85
2020 128.58
2021 54.73
2022 140.46
2023 231.50
2024 65.79
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi)
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:
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(viii)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

whether he is aware that the Liyangastota
Bridge has been constructed across the
Walawe River within the Hambantota
District, close to the Ratnapura District;

the date on which the construction of the
said bridge was commenced and the date on
which it was to be completed, separately;
the estimated cost of the said bridge;

the Ministry/institution that had been in
charge of the construction of the said bridge
at that time;

the name of the Minister who was in charge
of the relevant Ministry at the time it was
being constructed;

whether the construction of the said bridge
has been completed by now;

if the construction of the said bridge has
been halted midway, the materials that have
been destroyed as a result; and

the value of those materials?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that -

(1) Arabic colleges are registered with and
maintained under the Department of
Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs; and

(i) each of these Arabic colleges conducts
separate examinations for awarding the
Moulavi Certificate?

(b) Will he inform this House whether the
Government will take steps to conduct a common
examination for awarding the Moulavi Certificate?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(24) @)srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Environment:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the land named "Regidale Estate"
situated in Kahapola within the Kesbewa
Divisional Secretary's Division is under the
Department of National Zoological
Gardens;

(if)  the area (size) of the land concerned;

(iii)  the activities conducted by the Department
of National Zoological Gardens on the land
concerned at present; and

(iv) whether there is a future plan regarding the
land concerned?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of
Environment)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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O ®ONLHROB, ydm DDrewm, Dev WOCOD
ed@EH® WO Bz 5O e®ew® m WS WS PBIB
g0y, @8 yEdHWD gidsm gRIBBIRE eEVedB, §id
3@oms0e@@ RO  gimse®  OwZNOm OISR
©%IeOD B108D ES80ws See® o Sw ¥rn Bewo ¢8
& o wmdh HOBBT @I, EEeW® a8 aw O
BDaced §eE a@imsrcned D1 Bbsw wimdE »OB ¢dDets
©® 80IBTVO D180 BEdnd Bwmba.



1931 308Ee®xInd 1932

[0St (eeden) mHEsTe vwBedes Owmo]

a0 9S8O 00 ©ddxidews’ a8 IO
@90 ©v5 WO, eE®ODIT wO®ITR WO »OS
8 v WO @® O WO BwdEwWHE Woen® wxo.
eOWY g BOWS emMORT; OBID e@imsien BHswn
8@V EWI w6 HOOHBID BBy & Beo »OB ¢S e¢sIm
80@0@ B 9EEED.

©0® yE»WO cFBJI eIy whww wleww i, §O
BB 88 ¢ IFDC ectHn. ePev® WEAC O W PVIID
COEB 0xm dm. 0@m KHfm Do O ©ofn
@6 8. »Yr, BB Bwcr Bw® c¥ndex &
wBumlery sy @00 Bue® oemmB g8 ged.
DYBINTTeEGed peds) 0@ Bug® ¢lesy Bywr. ©®,
So@d pass out @0DD BBy eNedB. Dwd ©enrNdR
Bded dmn eDE, dn 0D & 2wd erNBEE VIS,
DO B8 Bgeed. a8 & gwd wihden Sug® co
200 »O8 »Oogn ®o8s gries’. & Bw HEIC €O
ecer By 0@ oG et dhed Beads yosut) Yy&renw
ACTD) vy, CBed ©@.DERD Owxwad BEICOHSY ICT®
Rv, & Ded® 0 gwed colw omwmnle, BedB
08RO BEY 0@ awd ogeun O o B
AETD Qo 0IB® owdeE), ¢ »® security QO
®535D, 83 O MOWMS, R O BDeDis 0® ®>
085 Busim yodsl. »HPs, dev® DS erpedd ey
°®m. ®m, O Db NAGIOD, BMHEO WO Vv
R, & Beso OB e@ddSen RGBS ©53esT.

OO DAIBNBDHR Do

(oreTLll@ FUTBTWST Hjeuidser)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Good morning, Hon. Speaker! May I exercise my
right to speak in Tamil? I will finish it within one minute.
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No, you have to read what you have submitted in
writing.
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I am going to say the same thing I have written in that
letter. Let me speak in Tamil. I will finish it within one
minute. | promise you, Sir.
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I think it will take a lot of time because there are two

pages.
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IMPACT ON HEALTHCARE SERVICES IN MANNAR AND
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CONSULTANTS
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera. You have 25 minutes.
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(oresstLyLblg sallsTari ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

@G B BwdS Owmo

(wrehw e Feils gguiefr)

(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)

Please, give me one more minute, Sir.

It is very wrong of him to say that. I, in fact, seek a
clarification on that and I think he should apologize to
them. They are all professionals. In fact, they bring in
billions of money from abroad by working as
professionals. So, I must actually draw your attention to
that.

®S 398 DO)

(wrevrLil@ sallFreari Sjeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@G BB BwdS Owmo
(woreryifl@ Hedlg gowafr)
(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)
Sir, give me a few seconds.

Chandana Jayalath, whom you have appointed as the
Chairman of CIDA, has written this book, arguing about
construction claims. @®, ¢9 RIS OFm 9sim
On® Bry owm. 0®@m gnd »08 & claims csles.
Coed oY Oudervmerd QWemd® s, Boe
2302 (S 3 BYes0,-
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(wrenTLilg sallFrari euissr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up.

@G BB BwdS Owmo
(orairiflg Sl wefr)

(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)

Give me just a few seconds, Sir.

®O 398 BHOs

(wrenTyLlE sallgTart ojeuiss)
(The Hon. Chairman)

No, I cannot.

@G B Bw8S ®wmo

(wrerflg $lefl% sqwefr)

(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)
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@05 .

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Chrishantha Abeysena. You have
20 minutes.
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Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, you have 11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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(wrenTLLil@ salsreari Sauigsr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, your time is up.

®C DRCo® §@dEBow Dm0
(oreryflg Fairmis HCuAnian)
(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe)
Sir, give me 30 seconds, please.
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(wrenTyLlg sallgTari ojauirger)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake. You have 18
minutes.

[11.27 am.]

®F] 08 OB DV

(oressrfl@ rafl SmewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Chairman, I am happy to speak while you are
presiding over.

I stood up to speak on the Votes of two very
important Ministries taken up for discussion today. I
would like to speak about taking Sri Lanka out to the tech
-world and beyond and would like to highlight certain
examples in the fast-developing world relevant to the
fields we are discussing today. Sir, these are two very
futuristic Ministries which could propel the country
towards a rapid economic recovery process after the very
traumatic times that Sri Lanka went through and it is time
that we pull ourselves together and take the country
forward.

May I now show, Hon. Chairman, how disconnected
we are from the world? I recently saw the military
expenditures of ten countries in the world and some of
which happen to be the US, the military expenditure of
which is US Dollars 811 billion, China, US Dollars 298
billion and India, US Dollars 81 billion. Likewise, the
total military expenditure of the rest of the ten countries -
Saudi Arabia, Russia, the United Kingdom, Germany,
France, Japan and South Korea - is tantamount to US
Dollars 1,625 billion. Why did I quote all that? Only to
show the military expenditures around the world and how
we, as a country, struggle to secure just US Dollars16
million in order to ensure that we stay afloat.

Ministry of Digital Economy e¢w 009 m6 Bedmdo
cBuE IBwm 13.58. 68sY 13576008 mm Bwe®DEO G8wE
SBum 7.58, ppddm Bw¢®OcE0 8w IBwm 68.
Ministry of Science and Technology eewr 6 8eE SEw>
58 - 3560083 B8we®OED GBwuE IBwm 2.88, Hrdm
Bwe®DE0 6i8wuE IBw» 2.28. So, out of the projected Rs.
8.7 trillion expenditure, only 0.0001 per cent is for research
and digitalization. If you look at the military expenditures
around the world, why on earth are such harmful expenses
being made at this moment, when I am sure 90 per cent of
the countries are faced with the same predicament that we
are facing?

The world is becoming frightfully tech-freak. The
human element is being replaced fast by technologies like
artificial intelligent, Grok 3 and you name it, they have it.
My IT or the tech knowledge is not as savvy as of those
who are leading these two Ministries, but I certainly
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thought, with my financial background and past
experience, I would contribute to this effort to ensure that
we make use of these technologies for a better tomorrow.
We must use technology for our advancement, to make
people's lives happier, more secure and quality time-
oriented. But, is it the case? It certainly is not. On that
particular basis, we must ensure that we utilize this
knowledge to take Sri Lanka towards a better tomorrow.

Science and technology cannot replace biology. They
can enhance our understanding of the application of
biological principles, but they cannot substitute it. A
human being - a man or a woman - cannot and would not
be substituted. How could a robot replace a man or a
woman? That would not happen, a man would be a man
and a woman would be a woman. And what about a
child? There is no way you could change it. A child born
cannot be replaced by a robot. A man could be sent to the
moon, but when nature calls, he has to answer. You
cannot apply a technological circuit into that. A
government has to be run by humans; you cannot use
artificial intelligence to run a government. So, all I want
to show is that there is a human element which cannot be
substituted. However, technology could be brought in to
supplant the areas with deficiencies.

I call the Government to make the expenditure on the
digital economy and science and technology fully tax-
exempt. Unfortunately, I do not see that happening. The
IMF has given a prescription thinking that it is a panacea
for all ills, but it is not the case. Therefore, again, I would
call the Government and the Hon. Minister to ensure that
we have the taxes on such expenditures, whether it be on
research and development, digital software, royalty,
capital expenditure on hardware, costs of labour or
whatever, exempted fully .

Even when I was Minister of Finance, on certain
qualifying expenditures, we gave 200 per cent to 300 per
cent tax deductions in order to boost expenditures in that
particular area. Why I mention this is because this is the
way or the direction that the country should move
forward. Allocating 3 to 5 per cent of GDP on research
and development is the hallmark of successful
governments which have transformed their nations from
what they were to what they are today. Korea, the USA,
India, the UK and Singapore are success stories of such
transformation. We must be able to emulate such strategic
decisions because the expenditure on research and
development may, sometimes, be 60 per cent effective,
with the other 40 percent being wasted. But, that is the
investment which needs to be made in today’s context.

Sir, my intention here is to show whether Sri Lanka,
after 77 years of independence, has really managed to
achieve economic independence. We have lost out on
many opportunities; we have missed opportunities. In
1956, we missed the opportunity with the adoption of the
Sinhala only policy, where we should have embraced
Sinhala, Tamil and English to connect with the world.
Then, in 1977, thanks to the Hon. J.R. Jayewardene, we
managed to open our economy. But, there again, there
have been  distortions and reinterpretations in various
ways to its approach and eventually, we missed out the
opportunity at that moment.

Digitization and all that are loosely used words. But,
do we have the competence to ensure that this technology
is used to catch up with the opportunities we have missed
out by the younger generation who would provide
leadership in the future? Sir, in achieving that, we must
have sincerity. While we would like to see 3 to 5 per cent
of GDP allocated on research and development,
expending only 0.01 per cent of the Budget on that would
not be walking the talk.

Why do we want to have such digitalization, a digital
platform or a digital economy? Because we need to have
development in national digital infrastructure, to create
the backbone of the economy and to have the mindset of
the people attuned to the changing world because there is
a resentment that development basically means moving
away from the normal traditional approach. That is a
wrong notion. We must be able to take that risk to step
into the unkown world. Otherwise, we would be like
frogs in the well being unable to move forward with the
rest of the world. We must look at success stories and not
do it just for the sake of talking.

Then, in order have national digital infrastructure
development, we need to build its backbone with high-
speed Internet and ensure that the 5G concept is there to
take the country forward. National data centres and the
adoption of the Cloud are areas which could take us to a
better tomorrow.

Then, e-governance and a digited Public Service. |
think that is a key success story we need to look at in
taking our country forward. The Aadhaar system, the
unique identification number, transformed India from a
backward country to a fast-moving country in the world.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, with his sagacity,
managed to ensure that the backward India was
transformed into a future-oriented nation in the world.
When I was the Minister of Finance in 2015, under the
auspices of the then Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and President Maithreepala Sirisena, we
also tried our very best to bring about that unique
identification system. But, stiff resistance came up from
the bureaucracy and basically defeated that purpose.

And, I tell this Government - the enthusiasm is there
and words are spoken of - that if you do not walk the talk,
it would be the same story and the history would record
that you tried, but there was no participation in the
process. So, I call upon the Government to put your
money where your mouth is and ensure that the Unique
Identification Number is brought into the process. That
process would certainly ensure that social security
contributions, which are being misused today, are
effectively used. Today, if you take “Aswesuma”, there
are 2.3 million families who are getting it, while those
who rightfully should get it do not get it and those who
should not, getting it. So, that is the reason why the
digitization process should be introduced and it will
certainly help eradicate inefficiency and corruption in the
process. So, let us ensure that we have it.

Then, Sir, the next one we must ensure is a paperless
government. This has been spoken about for the last 15
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years. It is not an unkown concept, but is simply not being
looked at. I am happy that a fairly knowledgeable team is
there now, taking it forward. Ensure that it is taken to the
next step. Do not allow the bureaucracy to take that
decision; it has to be led politically. Out of ten people,
nine may be right and one may be wrong. But, dare take
on the system. If you sit back and expect everything to
happen, it would never happen and I am saying this from
my experience. So, a paperless government is absolutely
necessary. We must implement a blockchain governance
system for secure and transparent document management.

Now, we are talking of artificial intelligence. Ensure
that we take advantage of it. Look at Donald Trump. He
got elected on the 21 of January, three months ago, and
today, with the Department of Government Efficiency
under Elon Musk, he is transforming his country. There is
a sense of urgency to cut US Dollars 2 trillion in
expenditure. He is not only pruning down irrelevant costs
to save that US Dollars 2 trillion but is also diverting that
money into more effecient areas it is so dearly required.
That is also another aspect this Government must look at.
While Rs. 8.7 trillion is the projected expenditure under
this Budget, the relevant Capital Expenditure is only Rs.
1.3 trillion. If we take the actual application and
implementation of the process, we have already lost three
months; we are already in March. So, Sir, our intention
should be, while there is enthusiasm and the way-forward
is known, to implement the process as soon as possible.

Then, connected digital government is something
which should have been done yesterday, not tomorrow. A
classic example is the area of exports, where we have a
lot of problems. The ASYCUDA system is something
which could unite all the government departments
together in this process. Unfortunately, the Sri Lanka
Customs, when issuing export licenses, the Department of
Commerce, when issuing Certificates of Origin, and the
banks do not synchronize and work together. So, I request
the Hon. Minister who is leading the Ministry and his
Deputy Minister, who is very knowledgeable, to cut the
red tape that is there. Bureaucracy wants political
leadership because when they take something in the right
direction and if it goes wrong, they fear that they would
have to go before the FCID or some body like that. They
are people who have gone through harassments.
Therefore, we must ensure that we give them freedom to
deliver what is best for the country to go forward.

Then, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the country
was functional even though it was closed for five to six
months. That shows that human intervention is required
where necessary, but it is not necessary everywhere. At
that time, you had the passport office, the Department of
Immigration and Emigration and the health system
operating while the country was closed. So, that again
shows that technology could take us to a better tomorrow.

Ten years ago, people were flying from one end to the
other end of the world to participate in meetings and
conferences. Today, in the digitalized world, with Zoom

technology you are able to attend all meetings virtually.
Even President Anura Dissanayake speaks with the
Managing Director of the IMF virtually. Earlier, either
the IMF Managing Director had to come to Sri Lanka or
our President had to go there. But, today, virtual meetings
have shrunk the world and it is necessary for cost
reduction and to take optimum advantage out of the
resources we have.

Having said that, I will take an example from the
CEB. I was also Minister of Power and Energy for a short
period. There were 29,000 people working in the CEB
and 3,900 electricity meters readers. If we have a
digitization process, we would have smart metering in
place and smart metering would not allow tampering with
or human intervention and also the CEB to have direct
link with the consumer. Then, you would know your
monthly electricity bill, the costs would be reduced and
efficiency would be improved ten times over. But, the
fear that the 3,900 meter readers would go on strike
basically retarded the digitalization process of the CEB.
Therefore, I tell the Government that if you want these
areas to be foolproof, that is the way forward.

Then, look at the expressways. Now, you see revenue
coming in from expressway, but you still have manual
intervention in issuing tickets. You have five, six
counters at the entrance to the expressway, where a
person issues a ticket, and two or four hours later, at the
exit, another person collects money issuing another
receipt. And, ETCs are functional only on the Colombo-
Katunayake Expressway. These are the areas where the
world is going forward and we have been retarded. I am
not asking you to throw those employees out. You can
use them for more productive purposes like for the
beautification process of expressways, revenue-gaining
methods, ensuring that they are used humanely for better
jobs rather than being at a particular counter of one end
of the expressway issuing tickets or collecting money at
the other end. ETC cards do the job with lesser human
intervention and derive more revenue. You saw that when
there was trade union action by those ticket counter
employees, the revenue from the expressways went up by
30 per cent with the Army running the place.

So, you could see that there is distortion. The Minister
of Justice and National Integration is here, who has been
very vocal and very active these days. Ensure that these
types of things are brought in. We do not need to send
government servants on retirement. We have 1.6 million
government servants, which figure is one of the highest in
the world.

®C BWIBBRO

(oressTyifl@ SalaFmreri ojeuiaer)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you have only two more
minutes.

MG 68 S 0BG DV

(orevrLfl@ rall &menTTBTss)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, the Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka will give me
three minutes extra.
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So, on those 1.6 million, we have to have a cost
benefit analysis; we must have value for money, ensure
that we get the maximum for what we spend on the
government service. There is no point in just saying that
we have 1.6 million government servants when you could
use them for a better future.

Then, as regards to the digital economy, you must give
tax incentives for digital start-ups. Forget about the
problems that would come up with the IMF in giving tax
incentives. We need to give tax incentives. If we do not
give tax incentives to investors, you would basically
discourage them investing in Sri Lanka.

Sir, the next one is the cashless economy. Ensure that
we have a cashless economic drive in the country. The
more we meddle with money moving, the more we would
basically be looking at the dead past. But, if you look at
going forward with the digital economy, the cashless
economy, we need to bring the formal economy in and
then, our revenue would be much greater. You are called
upon to earn a revenue of five trillion rupees, which is 15
per cent of GDP, and to have a 5 per cent growth every
year. So, unless you have the digitalization process in
place, which would basically help increase revenue, be
more user-friendly as well as improve the efficacy of
collecting revenue, how are you going to achieve that?

The other area is agriculture, where the digitalization
process could be used in an extremely profitable way. I
am happy to see that the Bank of Ceylon has come
forward to support agriculture. At this moment, I would
like to quote from an article in the “Business Today”
magazine of March, 2025. In page 40, it states,

“Drones are transforming agriculture in Sri Lanka, supported
the Bank of Ceylon (BOC). Professor Buddhi Marambe, an expert in
climate-smart agriculture from the University of Peradeniya, has
been a key player in these initiatives.”

Why do I mention this? Where there is initiative and it
has been shown that there is a way forward in the correct
direction, we need to recognize them. Today, many do
such findings, go unnoticed without the talent being
exposed. Always a politician comes forward instead of
giving the credit to the person who really initiated it.
Therefore, I think that technology is laudable and ensure
that it is taken forward for a better tomorrow.
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Then, industrial automation is also required. Today,
labour is very costly. But, if you go for the industrial
automation process, that would help you take the country
forward for a better tomorrow.

Then, I move on to education. My digital literacy is
far less than that of my daughters. When they tell us
something about digitalization, we look dumbstruck. But,
the actual situation is, the world is moving forward and
we have to adapt ourselves to that. Just because we do not
have digital literacy, that does not mean we should stop
behind. Then, we give the unknown the opportunity and
the leadership as well. 1 think it is necessary to give
political leadership and experience in this regard is also
important. The only way forward is to lead the
government servants to do their job in the manner
required.

There are many promises made by you. And, you all
have to be given time to ensure that you fulfil those. But,
after one year, do not come back and still blame the past
76 years. Then, you would also be part of the 77 years of
the non-delivery of those promises. & B »08 @@
Bestesy, a8 O vemd @ 08 Jded Beadn SOEm @y
290 7628, 77w Bedodd 8g § eodascBmoams 80 dnos
@008, @® JO ng Beadm s pEnHcwes BOCE
mOsID §Ded Bweo. & wewo artificial intelligence and
digitization process &m nE€z’Y gbeB®m0d 3B BBe®
0 BEeder @B mosIm yodry Bum Om »O8 ©0 e®
20eded Busis ¢dws edsiesy.

Then, coming back to education and digital literacy, I
can remember the change that the Hon. Ranil
Wickremesinghe made when he was Minister of
Education. I also can remember the revolutionary change
the Hon. Lalith Athulathmudali made, bringing in the
computer. At that time, looking at computers, people
were saying that they were going to cause impotency.
But, today, you cannot live without computers and that
does not mean that there is an impotent world. So, Sir, all
I want to basically say at this particular moment is that let
us ensure that we have a target of taking this country to a
growth rate of 5 to 6 per cent.
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(wrenTyLil@ sallgrari jeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Karunanayake,
additional time too.

you have exhausted your

OGO 08 WO €02¥B% DHD0

(orenTfl@ rall &mHewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, I will certainly heed your request. Just give me a few
more seconds.

Then, there is STEM education. With that, we can
create our future. In that regard, coding and related
subjects, artificial intelligence and robotics must be
taught. Today, about 176,000 students succeed at the
Advanced Level Examination, out of about 240,000
students. But, only 55, 000 students get into government
universities. So, ensure that we have private universities
to take them to a better tomorrow.

Finally, while ensuring these are done, also bring in
data protection laws. Hon. Minister, I request you to
ensure that data protection laws are brought in and our
court system goes into that. I heard you saying that one
million cases are pending.

®S 398D Os

(wrevrLil@ sallFrari euissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, could you please wind up now?

®C 08 WS €002¥06B2% Dm0

(oreryfl@ rall mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The next is to have a cybercrime taskforce. Ensure
that we give them the necessary assistance and that we
have a 70 per cent success story instead of only a 5 per
cent talk story.

Finally, ensure that we take Sri Lanka to a better
tomorrow. Thank you very much, Sir.

®S 398D ®)

(wrenTLilg sallFrari jeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe. You have 12

minutes.

[e3.00. 11.51]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe)

B0 BIBBROB, SnBa.

O W gDEed DDicedd B W pees
g@mened D Bbvw ©OITVewsS D WOETHO
2DeG0 3O v BvRY eOm.

983 o s ne @8 0® WmOYH Gd®y» WIesy
e0e®; , 08 Ded BOERE s VI mWBT

2@515000w0 BCHO® WO Bedsieny Bem O o ged
©0T 8¢ w1 e F OB e® ©O ®¥DO WOIe
988u wer. & Ded® gw Dewsy §ed 00z HBO
BEAcO 9@ D WEr. T W DI T FEIMSBW
@O 9m® Do @wnn 128 Bednm 205, o@enzxl
@Bved B ¥ meea dvs 8O mOYn e OO
o 12 0® edmemd Om duew ¢, & Bwsesd
Be1o 0 mEeen gOIBeRW WOBD EONEE B
B O On® ¢, @® O ¥ @ ¢sivn. &»,
5B 55 DEEDHW PWED OB 9m® Wi Bowww
Beco 0O Snmdr. & 2das m»O» 91CH® 8w WOTIHO
B8O 00 Bug wenm Om HOBDEWO OBNEE?
Bedmds. & Dred® o® ©w®Hd wwenm 8¢ W MIEed
2©5000w B8HIOTHO 086 I8 § wwwnsy 0Ol 9Bz,
©® @wrHHOED B8R ¢ofa wy & & WICBDOE o ®f
PCEm Bedmd. 0® Fwuwns gnd O wdITImSenws
@B O oReds wyn 00 penm BEICO owe
2DeIVe CR OBe®sT B ¥ MW §OIMRBO
ged yBusB gmamed gieq & morem 8D Od
DWW ©wWd MOTHO yOO edB Bucr a8 Snmdo.
8 Bwo 0® grwm review mOR, @ #wnOE adfen
20l yBeFBOe 2wdd wmEd Woevm ih ©wIcd
e®ewwd B0 ¢8 mE BN BB, 0® EOMEID B
0 DT DI RS CBOCAD IO 8D BE a8 e®
B8ENCO wamdiy @d®» mIE Bedma.

8 Cowred sledver w D8 WCEOO BOIBID
OO HB BB BeecBsT, DayBwBsT, mowieenedsy
wy OudwemB3ry 83880 BEwm WO e §
CrBmes’ 88w 0® 0dmezmnd 850 0DE owdae
085 B3 O @8 I vyBe O BOCeHn ICBDOE
& qw g8 O OB DB wi¥ ¢y @8 I e®
DOGHHO wHE O ¥PYST o ® 008z B3SmHD
Bec a8 Somdn. g8 Bom v moFeen ¢@ims00and
®Rw edriery ged ed 9m® BlemTOm e@iewInm.
28 Acune PESH adgcem yBOC RB B88dxY BImo.
0858w, ednmED W wodmIBHOB Drewsl ged OO
esnes® ¢8gcDEO enIcd eDDD eDEDD HOR KB &
DEeDOw MO C¥ed a8 B W meen g@imsoe®d
@O @® mOgn BB cvwrn BT 8 sTeny. guwd
OB EHWOG §mn® Dreon Bweo a8 dddiw »Om. &
wew B¢ W moEled ¢®, BEOEWmIme wiW s
Credn ¢dEMd yowuddmwed muIsy A5¥.

syBs meed 8 88Acd oRg wvwon BIFOEE
Bew. & Beo B DI O1@WS 9BO0 »0 mwleenw
0w gud Bedm YO dd8 Wodx BoemTO®m e
®120BO0 8¢ 0O Bedmn. 83D1s a8 ©JF 0xIm @mn.
& D0d® 2ud gdas ©3ewId @® 0O neg BEwems S
OBOO gdes WOD DSveRs ©Y G® e & &
BwodBwsO a8 ©2ws edsin A 0O god mEBmE®
Bowdes yOBn® dFm wmddH »Er. eNBWEOBICHEHO
Becdy:® 4,000 - 4,500 86 »08 @8 8 gLdoin
CAsiesy. @ On® 80 BOD, HWEDWCEHO
Becdey® 6,000 850 gEdOorys R o CHE®
WO Bw. & Bewo 0® g@imsee@ws HOw ¢8 HOS=y
83» & ®Bewsd 50 mFehm RO god yowlsHOs
@08 Bwo BEDats SO0,



1965 2025 @& 11 1966

OO B3BBROB, W) ¥o el gumBHW DELBIG BJ
B0 eumeny 0vle DY ¢dD15T5), Qe O®WIOD
BDO0OHEB edege emEd Higess B8O wme ®J B3O
ged 8o ¥ mSeen GM® wdn WIBTH Vv TDred®
05 BRBIEOTT OB B}, gy @DR) B Ve OB ©@®
SD® 08D WO @08 ewae @DEN DR ¢z¥ gBd CEE
Beam .

ged Jed “mmded 80m nIBDw v A Gedis, a8
@® €380 10 OB BIEENO e Jed BHHD m® WD
pE0wm B3ed Bwec a8 csimnd. & Bustesd Bwwd
26 y@rene Bgm 08edst sug S0 edmdr. ©®
200 0@ YBHsem CiRems, Gafeds’  ©wzNdd
Claems 08 gued 80 DG »Hen BYOHTIHO ¢sd 5O
a®, »eeme 0w O5Im eOmD. & wews BEDH
8w n ¢ud @® g@imsenw Yo 928ede 8¢ MO
Bednron.

& Ded® «@OnE svE®® 2gay WS OO DEE.
Bodsewrsi® §w8dEd Veditn @i enlRNEE, »E
ST @B @80 odB 98R30 gdend. e®f8 JO
BEwem0d gD@s mOD ¢m® OBz »OSTHO, & Dredt®
DD BB NI OBIO 8NEedsy ®O5T wr PR O Diwm
Bemwd 23200, fossil fuel e0md0 yo dsmBes
ACaEB ywd - e ACH BB {E° ICB - DD WMOR,
DIBBERD GO DD8 WO ¢ed 08X T WY
B0 B0 ©18ws eOBIB) ©® L1 RwWd eCIR DOROE
BedmO.

B30 eweds sHEHO E 2082 »D muens
®wow 580 sleodsen, 580 ©lfsen, 851 ©0wIO O
Rded 9O bwee BB ¢8 Aemednny Om. I
D0d® § Comnd nE RBR BEscmrd Y 9vE DEBWO
#BCE B, 095 @I RLE BO® OWHD DeH
¥ BB ¢OIDLRB NOW & Rervd BEscmw D
0¢ BFFOL®O 00 Jo® MOYHHO ©180x DIy s
©® R B&O Do @D,

DEBY weHsy Hew D1ed® ¢ gsosmes OB
@0 Beadmdr. DS GBD WP OO
IDO®  ©0yeidm edmsm HOOEO D&  edme
0 (B Bedmrd. soenm widne, gsindihe
©8DB, ZO0M DB w®N, POCBONHD® HIWBens ©OW
online learning process ¢z¥ @R OwEm @O
Boedsies’. Bug ¢5O5T0 0® adednd ¢ BB aud e®
DB WOYD eV KBTI gD@s e Beams.

80l NOD01edE »dm mWeems e OB ¢y
280 oCm gdEdhdn PG Bedmdsr. &  wewo
leapfrogging opportunities ¢8Ec0 Bedmdr. & Bosiesd,
landline telephone = @808 meg »nB @wd mobile
phone &= @898 mortm, & Dred® fossil fuel 20808
BZOO o0 BRem qwd ¢zl renewable energy 0808
»oxIm, digitization ®Sws mobile payment &= ®SsIs,
8088 08 WOYROEO drones @808 WOBIH, &>
8360 ©O®@m»OED BB wisB300 ¢8med Ded mini-grid
system &=z 08 WS O G0 ¥OOsT Yo 0@ »HO
DB eRB DO a8 Bmmdo, 20 928 800 wdnd ged
00 @8O 988wl ens WrIL) YOOy edD Bwo.

Oeme BDmwd Bomd widn BBO, yOEm RBITE
adss) Wednw ®oW »BO Dreern eOm. S ©®
BersFocBewn oCs HCOHREE, oTmsIe ©s ¥
Bemeed vod sx5Bwd ares HJew. ged 6 - C ssifed
83w, BenFOEBY 32, ®od 8100 @5d8w ¢ud BDed,
s D0 ulwied Bednm, uvdwded 8¢drm oddE BEIeD
DOMHED ey 05im), BiB3Fseme W, & B8O
ydm» »osIm, dm »O& scientific approach oz Bwes. s
DO ¢C1eDRO® Fmdd giume C e¢BIDy oY
50, 8¢ ¥ DS B ©®OD v eme el Jed
¢SOl aisns nEHDesY 80 Dih E@an WS OB &wd
05T @O,

DO OO Wwers’ 8ed gevnm Ons, eeds
Be1Eed 0eds 850 9o OB, O B8 W ST
Bwo @ oD, @&EHw HSBO O® w®isys 510 9e®s)
om0, HY 957 8egd @8 Senws 8D, eweBm %00, EO
Bex00, B¢ Be100, w0 B0 B B0y @D EOH®
9005 O BBEE 8OEnw RELT E V¥ B ®
20 288 Pen BwEoB ©0 Bensies’. »E eedndiewn
3w ©0 & A 0I) B DO H® ©vPYd OO PWLEH
O®IDL POOD HBIZEZO A OFm. 8Kd OO statistics
ReO® OB, WEONDOHG 9ovs) ®xmo, networking
@00 Oxmo, epidemiology genm @nfmn. eFHO® B¢
2ol 98eme 88960 8OIBTY WSOTIEY EWIEWIOE Bws
a® @® B ¢sd C@own. 0@ 0® dwd @ed ed
38D Bedpw HOIEC WOE, god Dos w1 DB
2@100:RWD ©3O® OWRD 650 1y SO0 gog DT OD
Dimme ¢SO0 entdmws 988 ginss BiCHEeS BE
OO & c® R eI cww e OO Bnmd,
ged 0@ 8n vBB WIS eDHE eDE e® O D&
0083 0O OO @80 DB CERB8 Bwcr. &
wew e BeEeernd 988 e 80 ng done Do
19831 Beadmdr. & Bw s8Fsem, BBFsem, ddoCsem
o 38 P OB YO ©BEEed Jed WHBHI ©wWILd
oY) O HOR gud WosIm Bedsier’. @® wewr Beds
em0Rd; @808 WO gwsd descriptive studies mosim
305y, & Ded® e®enn 8¢ Py of BEAcO awd case
control studies moxyms’ OOsT.

Cohort o= @cdeony & nEsl, 8 O» eiw B8EACD
adseme mosiens qud yodsy. Ecological studies 0808
WO @Batss c® 8¢ § od BEICOD aqinwmw mOE ¢8
¢5¥BN, 8 808 mO® DT emCHT WIDHewsy @®
000 ©D8AHWO gdns WO» & ©dn O ouvewng wJ
08I eme gdENdE g5l I Bedmds. & ednedsy
BB &5 dEedred @iy OWOEH DEHTOWD a8
o woensy Beadmr. OO Bww o W DB
2@ @wds, B80F @8Sm @®imerwds  ©®
0®BTV0 B DOROW D050, B 0@ BwywH s
s 00p ades »6 osis.

200D D 80 BEDCD D0 0ahem® BB, ©d
BWIBEROSA.

®C 38BN Os

(wrenTLil@ sallgrari ojauider)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva. You have 18 minutes.



1967 58B800x7nd 1968

[12.03 p.m.]

@S (§0D28w) w8 ¢ BFDo Owmo

(omewrLll@ (SevrHF) aniag & FAsveur)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Chairman. I was going to speak in the evening,
but thank you for giving me the opportunity now.

OO 8BBROB, ac 9® D1een g IBBIRBDO GeED
B80E 288w o O WOBDr. eewd eddEF W
WO By en0, O §E® 000 wOITTVewsS ®eod
W WD I@B8. §O »EF O e® mmsenws
Bwesis 2 ©B8.

B503880@ o BoememO ¢x® Dr. Hans Wijesuriya
Ded gw eoNEE & ¢wd 0888 cvedamdosy viSwd
o ®OR, & ewed ¢m® Omn ®oevn ® VO® WIIH
805 on Om o ¢8 ostends eOmd. o®imd,
edamey ses nO §oxy, digital public infrastructure
@® Jed weesin @m:. g8 ©B00wmed 9l8un
edmemOs ged yRunBed Bgey foundation = »OG,
digital public infrastructure Bwzm . @8 I» eewnd
ICH Beded OB 1760w WEIO, EDNCBRD Wr O
230 @das »o®d o® digital public infrastructure ®comzIs
B0 CiReed . 9¥ewed Aadhaar O Died
DO ¢sd 80 »mEB edIm YOO ®® BYen O, wd
public finance sFensy 08B 00 §eE and S O
0w HBweO® target ™S ¥euEwsIo adwxs subsidy = cao
20 805IVewsT 80 D& e edDE WIBID By en. &
ednmED eWcwdsl @m0 ¢8 BE0E @88mwd wdnE
s0E®»O ©08dmw BBO 0dMeds’ wvwewsdow ©csIH
DCeBetn EDHD.

®0 Bedm yamw 0®wud. mces Buded e-NIC O
8057 05Iey edewd a6 CrEHd D) HB3wi. gud ¢l
National Identity Card ®z= Bedndr ezf. ®e« National
Identity Card &2 & go Bedmds. ®od sg@B National
Identity Card &= »2mB 0@, 0¢D1Bwd g ®=¥ National
Identity Card &= »08 ¢® Bedxfery. @® National Identity
Card v Bedwy Brinded ®cd emedde Bedmd.
o®me, Sm noes mced on Brindesl. @® National
Identity Card dowd wewsd omons; g8z »08 Ewo
Bedsiesy. ©® National Identity Card deod ®odf »®
Boadmrydn, 8Red odris wls ¢ 8ED B & Ded®,
address ¥ Gwo Bedmn. O q@ncD "#¢88m Seoduw"
BB B Bedmdr. Rz 0 ememymd mn®xs3ed National
Identity Card & 005 mostm ¥y, o 0dm awved
859590 & o5imys ydDsT; emnewns oddE OTID OO,
@®ew security ¥ e@ewdcd afB. e@m electronic NIC
O DO gdasd Bem Om a8 Yo B8EesImd.
e Aol edwend dw e®@m WOsTHm e ®Eo.
0®m 805 oot @® J¥e ez0edd, 30 mEBT cwxs
@508, 05 BB JBwr e1»edB. e BAdesl e®
Sri Lanka Unique Digital Identity - SLUDI - Be2  concept
O D@8 BwEs Boenw 0dE B .

28 e®en® 8. 0® 8Eed®sIned wHmC ¥y eEFH»®
BBwO I, el Wots FERNCHD OBNR®r. @RS DB
OO DI VW eI, EOHD® DI V. ©®
B8O 0®@n® taX evdmnEHI0, 6O taX evddr Bwksd

&z authenticate @®x¥» @y, Jz» authenticate 003 H®
©®@n&ed biometrics o Q. & wews e iris OB
osim »yodxy; facial recognition ¥m ©s¥my yOOEY; Sen®
IO 88 00 ©wuedd &xics @D WmOmD ied
fingerprint &z oI gOOsy. D Om m® store »SsIB
yodsy. D0 O De® store mE® 0O OB
transaction &= D@D 0, & 0PHDOB Bws =
authenticate mJ0x¥> ¢ud HyODEY ED»D, ¢d Aadhaar Doedd
database Omw w¢E Cowned ¥ Bwg ylocwssied
biometrics &= store me®. & Ded® edz transaction
o WOmemOs € meg 0® ylocw®e Bem Om
instantly, nanosecond ®emzi gmoxtm POOE BIed
system &= »®8 ©® Sri Lanka Unique Digital Identity
O WO W E¢BIEBT.

©w®w»s oD vendor-specific 00 Beamdl;, Google
Beamd; den® sysfm® Apple Bedm 0. vi@(8, ecimed
@8®»o codE vendor-specific wsies sy m® open source
»OeDw wler system Omx= Wi Bedm . @5Iewd
ed O »O8 gWewEE® & opensource BOeEDW
wOor e®DA system O wiged. e®ime, ©® & system
Om ACTD Bwo. O DO 0 ®vE »OSS Boy
OB BODy, 0l BB @® v eI ACHIDY,
28 0®m Eomned establish mdxTm @5y BwEs. 90O 8Oy
BEOEF @B wls gzl ©Bn®y, ICTA odexf
0 dnBe 0 i Ve ©wy O medthw®n
0@ &8 9siewied Aadhaar ©m0 G SR, cod S
883, Im study oo, ©w¥ged #®Ee ©© & o
report Omw 98w wmer. Iy O »OB
©@axIVewsy ed qm® DEAm® O vsim OO B
805 oner. OmemO @sidwied Wy system Om BE
B88wm0 vendor-specific 2w Vendor-specific 2B
Modular Open Source Identify Platform - MOSIP - B
system dmxa 08 9xIewdB, OB vl eMeHOR
BBwd mOSBI® O™ Hoed, 0 afdig BB VWO WETT.
Omemd Aadhaar oed & MOSIP system &z ©0w0 @esd
DB0d Credmdn, aed citizenscoed biometrics store
WOBID. @® OO ®Wed EERIW WO On §ew, OO
biometrics store meo® @Y8w® @ BEE0 @@ biometrics
e¥ICO® e i Bwéo.

OO0 ©BBROA, VIR cedndiews Bewo OO
RO G BesIm®. 2015 ©BDcmews’ sdeed
28 omn edEr Eowed ambulance service Owm ©OzY
0¥, IR 0wed® e¥m, "1990 gD e 8"
ambulance service ®m ®2). IO OvW B, OBEWO
®0 ©0DOC YIS OEFEC e B OO @rIdwed
intelligence Sdsmewn, comoed biometrics gdeonm
9538000 EOBBTI® VemDIw BDD. e®@my D criticize
W0y WO3SWO @mdOS BH® O BDD, BeV® WOBI®
DB oy B, S, YT Em 88uFer mywr.
OB, @¢ edmemd s v Bevm Bedmbd. &
Ded® RS »O8 o® 0dxim wrles’. ©®Hs OIw®
national security ©» BweE eER ICeCH ©DE Bwmd,
@® 3 gdenm 005 e N3 wiIHB werTesy Bweo.
Oen® WO M. ¢¢ edmemO ¢8 ¢v 1990 ambulance
eEDeds eEdw CH o yIocls e 200 Dk
»OSwed information Bedmos. »@xf, ¢ information
OO 0D SOWO B8 v & Bewo o® MOSIP
system &z wOes agree @D, Beads HOED¢WO gnd o®



1969 2025 @& 11 1970

»O3wB, OB Omn ©0c @® design and develop
»OI @, foundational digital ID system Oz, ©®
foundational digital ID system ®z »®& basic o». Sen
008 ¢ Bedmd. Omn »OB, biometrics back oy
ID om. goovd Oom »O8, o credential &z authenticate
DO OO HPedewn BDO.

ol vl BeweBe ©Bn® 8857 presentation Omzt
. I 008 Bedm DOT®E o EEedxin
OB Dy meds. ©®m physical and digital
credentials couple 6 ©mzf, unique key o Bedm
&2, national data exchange ®z2, best-in-class and highly
secured &z, vendor independent &= Buco On® BODo.
ey Bedn ydms cdn8. 0@m evnicd. 0®m ®OBID A5y,
e®m» WmO» gmodded m»O parallel D@m eOmD. &
parallel 9108 e®mxle? & parallel D108 »O8, ©© &6 »EY
eusidy ®eod ID om digital ot e Om. ¢l Ena,
@B e¢m® WOBID Wemd. 0@m gdas i lam
submitting to this House that it is a waste of money. ¢=¥ &
digital ID & @0as®¢ Bwe &8 @xndi®, dn®ed acwes
Poad Heuv® 2das® By Bus IBB. Avy; B 958w
B8BC B B omm wmemd & ylocwensy
eosimend, @dn@ed Aadhaar card &= card s 03w
wallet o Bedmdie BwEs. gdas ;. OO cdwnd
9538000 Bw 00O & B8 ©vedn ylocewnens’ &
OB GHD. OmemO QY BOD, "wd, ©O vy 2O
communication &m0 88z ®ed ID dexd printout Oz
adeem »ed @ ol FOOm" Becr. w8, S»
DO By . 1D O edas o®mwe Bocs a8
D0, 280 EEIm cImdw »O& culturally @8 e@»
20808 WOE Beadmd Bwem . @uIewed ged Ded
8®E» National Identity Card &= Bgeed sy

Comned Bev® eNedDB. Comd 80 D& Sgeyd. aud
birth certificates Be@»&0; National Identity Cards Be@moo.
28 00 808 wom D&M vl Bedm . H§s Jewmsy
Boestesy sy, 0 Beds National Identity Card o=
digital ID &= 200 ©oDsIm® gdond BuEe. 88 8n@,
cultural practice ©0 @50 Yev® BT gDOBOB BwBEo.
BeH® OB BO g5Y e® WOB B@E expense O WOBIB
vy DN Y 0@ e®mwl mosiesy? Polycarbonate card
O EOEDBID V. B8 Hnm BRwO, & polycarbonate
cards e nwmm ewd BEBum veamw edevs BedHrDo.
®® & o ¢y By #OBN® ¢S ecrremD & o
Bwod. ¢d »0s polycarbonate cards e oo end
BBum e O Wwemdr. ®ed proposal O e@BE. 48
Sv@emd, e®m cultural practicesDEO ¢dasd BwE, ©;
0D BROA. deun® 8 0@m Hw® PVC card dmxsl »0@.
o@me, 8 Sod d e® WD wesim research momemd
ChatGPT demsy @y, polycarbonate card de=d ww» PVC
card ve edmen o@mule BwE. OmemO ©O BOO,
polycarbonate card e eCud 8530 mosim yoosy, PVC
card o eFwd 830 moIm v, Aoy O eGnd 8530
O eCdsim yodsl Bwe. »3, a8 dev® BwPewd.
den® Hewsd polycarbonate card ©ef cost Om ©w®»S 8O
§1008m07) EtnEOwWE, Y0, ecw OHC O,
o8, PVC card o o0dsfer? ¢o®8mz othed o
¢ned. deum® Bed proposal Om e@m&. d¥ed Yo BEIG
D0 8D wwnd 30l »HOB O ® ewlExnd
DOTIess. qud dewm® yooxy, PVC card 9mm0 wsim.

o®mwe, S goudas 5B Bw. o@ime, Bw DO 6B
parallel job dem=y mosimy wesess, expensive card dms
e Om. M8, Sod BB chip O sy BBO
biometric &= Fond register edx¥osy v & Vem®
register e0z¥esy @6 ©® W»BEsY Bwy foundational digital ID
O Bedm MOSIP dmx Ouim qe3e)d wesds @ database
vo. & Bew @m0 high-tech ¢das . 9© Beo
lower-tech card &= e¢sis By ew® ais.

gooys mdwmw e®mB. ¥ e®ewmEEsy biometrics
O®n) WOBID W 053, BBwum 158 O» ged 8Bgsiens].
Omemd & m»O3w ¢»O®s biometrics Omn @osIH
- e-NIC »03ws, & Bwxiess Department of Registration of
Persons - 88ws» o@mm»mO equipment gdensy Bedxdo;
servers a@dew, data capture mosim comien §oeO®
Beadmdr. o®me, & »Ogn 8g 00sies’ 0w@8we o
2@ @w WM. @® WO B¢ eOBIerY BrNJBBH©O
3w @m0 @wWE WO, ¢ e@m gl gdas edEs
Bedstesy cohesiveness dmwl, overlap Omas. @O gdons
P, BCE 0B wosim. a8 qed wastage Om @)
WO DO, edawEm e oWcwRsl emod e¢mn
parallelly mosfes? snnd o= Bndwd mosis 8 dmw®
00g. 8® & o o NGO OO BVIBBROA, iris O,
fingerprint &z, facial recognition e edOFOEsY data
Omr WO ey, ¢ @d MOSIP demsl »om
foundational digital ID &z w®we¢md = & WO @wd
em&’ authentication mox¥s Bedmr; & »O3wWO OE
©mdn mOI Bedmd. Qualitatively Bamds »®, itisa
much more complex task that the MOSIP people are going to
do with the Ministry of Digital Economy to create that
database. @® @moxrim ws¥est simple ecws. dm BB
data Oz me® & O S data @z, »® Department of
Registration of Persons ©m0s 0808 wmosizy yodsy. &
Beo BEO adasmds’ snw;, Department of Registration of
Persons &0 equipment ¢dees, w08 @devs, & process
vord ex¥m. e®ime, ©@® process don wHeO @ewsy
externality &z 9330 B8O cost O snn® Department
of Registration of Persons @8 gdaxs ¢fm e ozdm
3O0sY; RANOBIC OO By BBwO Im e¥IcO® ¢simda.
& Bwo Ood 0widznd edsies) 0® e¢m® mOsIm S
Bam 98. a8 adog smed oemms, wn; e Bdeed
0@sim 0® ®od g Bedm ID dm Bweenm B3w. a8
00 Bedslery 0@z @@ ID vm. & Bw O ggcideds?
e® ID 9 e0mD0 5T W8 O ©¢sI). »ISBwny
O g0 B 2Giden eI ¥y, 0@ ID dmn Otw.
agoidens guimy 8 »®, 8 Bw® PVC card oo @¢@.
e®m¢, PVC card 90 chip oo owsie ¢d@smdnd
D1

935y 00 Busiex’, 8 ed@m» o »3wd Bncs ICYH
BeB. 03 Bud "ed®m ged gewes’, @8 unique
ID 0¥ emda" Bwecs. @8, 88 »go ¢simnds 0@m
2§01 e Ao ®»G 00D ecwrs 0. § Ded®
DYOS ¢TI0 P00 ® @¢® gmo »HOB edew yEm@
Beoed Bucr. »EWMY 0®» w0 ot B Hoed, Om
2@518000 O B D, e 2 1serw HO O
Bemn. e@m national security features Beadmdr mH® S
CO®® AR 0BY. YT @@ BOYHD WOBIB BEOE ¢8Sm
3©m50:RWO @¢BIB). 0w, HEOEF @88m ¢Limse@w
Bestesy - security edsimy godwd, trade edsimy »yOOT,



1971 208Ee®5nd 1972

[0St (g0008) w8 ¢ BSD ®wmo]

agriculture @®z¥» »Ox’, health science edsizy yOOw,
005 A% ® O DIy HyOOT, - Cewwed digital economy
O oIy @dws infrastructure Om ¢@simy @ DO
medtnw®. So, there are many users that these people will
have. But the issue is, there is no need to duplicate the
process and waste so much of money; two parallel
projects, in my view, are completely unnecessary and it is
a waste of money. Because, ¢80 8sE SCwsm» 20=
@D O @d®xm» 0®, Jewmsd SBeE IBe®»
CHNWHIE @meYe ¢ Bwr Bedmdr @5Iewiedsy
grant & 913w0. 9nd; IBws 10 »O8 a8 c@xisy dvx.
Omemd & 3CBwm 10 d5Tesy eme®i®e? HO wwIsBROA,
95¥8wed Redmdo  National Institute for Smart
Government Bwee don. Seomdcsy »08 Jexd project
manager »3w0 oriery. govyw oens’ Beadmds
demdested MOSIP o2 »owe gz develop mosis. ¢®
oG8 002 edxfes’ & DERO. &m gme¢ main system
integrator ememw @xim. ¢ main system integratord
go0sy edmd @das »® JewmvFdesied hardware c@o
O5Im. Omemd 88 o®ems’ wdyleaewrsy exclusive Hey
eD®»® project OO ©@®emzy hardware Gaheovs ©Dm®
data collect s WD ®, & cost O e@mBsT cover
DOTD W »HO @® project dm e aPcm 8IQ
D). @08 M - Bwwd 2=, 353, Su5- O 2O By
BeEs @ »03 o¥m zodsy. | do not know what the
cost estimate is. But, what I am saying is, there is
absolutely no need to replicate it because, then, it is
redundant.

®3 308 BDO0

(wrenTLil@ sallgrari jeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, you have two more
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
I will take two minutes and finish.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Yes, Sir, my time is up.
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(The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne - Deputy Minister of Digital
Economy)

Hon. Chairman, I want to clarify some points made by

the (Dr.) Harsha de Silva.
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First of all, the Department of Registration of Persons
is under our Ministry. So, there would not be any
duplication. The development of MOSIP and the e-NIC
Project is also done by the same Ministry. So, there would
not be any duplication of work.

At the same time, we are also currently evaluating
issuing of low-cost PVC cards. However, the previous
attempt to issue a PVC card had not been successful
because of the quality of the card and the lifetime of it
was only two years. Therefore, if we are to issue a PVC
card, it would be something which lasts, at least, for five
to ten years. Otherwise, people would keep on asking for
renewal of ID cards, which would create a bottleneck for
the Department. So, those are two things I would like to
clarify.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Sir, I have just one small matter to raise.
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Yes, Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)
Thank you, Sir.

Hon. Deputy Minister, I appreciate your answer. The
point is, if you are doing it together and if you are already
evaluating the purchase of PVC cards, then why are you
again floating another tender to purchase more plastic
carbon cards? Also, if the law says that the card is valid
for ten years, we can change the law because technology
is changing so fast. We must update the law to change
with the times we are living in. For example, you need to
create a Single Window system in the Sri Lanka Customs,
but the Customs Ordinance is 207 years old! So, unless
you change the Customs Ordinance, you cannot create a
Single Window in the Sri Lanka Customs. So, none of the
digital infrastructure you are building, none of the
authentication, verification or SL Stack, nothing is going
to work unless we change the law.

Sir, I am with him. If it is done under one Ministry,
that is better, but let us think outside the box. Let us not
get restricted because the law says ten years. When that
law was written, technology was not this advanced.
Technology is so advanced today that the laws need to
facilitate technology.

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Lasith Bhashana Gamage. You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended for lunch till
1.00 p.m.

Hon. Lasith Bhashana Gamage, you may continue
with your remaining five minutes after the lunch break.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson, it is very important for us
to understand the approach of the Government to
facilitate the activities, initiatives and strategies of the
Ministry of Science and Technology and the Ministry of
Digital Economy and the critical areas the Government
has paid attention to. Let me start with the approach
relating to connecting Sri Lanka to the world. An
important aspect to understand is that Sri Lanka is no
longer an isolated entity, an isolated country or an
isolated community. The approach of the Budget is to
ensure that we are provided with adequate resources to
take the country forward and to connect Sri Lanka to the
global economy. In order to achieve that objective,
several approaches and several initiatives have been
made and started.

The second important element is by creating ease of
doing business for local entrepreneurs, investors and
global investors who want to invest in Sri Lanka and
based on our destination and geographical position, there
are several advantages we can offer to the world. But, for
foreign investors to come into Sri Lanka and our
investors to invest more in the industries, we need to
facilitate them by creating ease of doing business.
Digitization is a platform which would take Sri Lanka on
that journey. So, a lot of efforts are being made and
attention is paid in the Budget to connect the digitization
process with the requirements of the nation.

The third pillar in that journey is efficiency in
providing services to the citizens of this country by
ensuring not only there is facilitation for businesses, but
also that the required types of services provided by the
Government are delivered in a seamless manner to them
through government offices in their respective districts
and provinces without having to come all the way from
their remote villages to Colombo. So, that is another key
objective to be achieved with this digitization map being
rolled out and provisions being made in the Budget.

The fourth important pillar in this journey is
minimizing room for corruption.

Madam, through a digital platform, it is expected to
minimize person-to-person connections and at the same
time, to increase the efficiency of the delivery of services
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in a manner that would minimize room for corruption,
improve revenue to the Government and also facilitate
faster and efficient delivery of services. With those pillars
in place, to achieve economic objectives, several
improvements and facilitations have been made.

Madam, in order for the economy to move to the next
level, we need to ensure that every citizen and every
business contribute proportionately to the revenue of the
Government. Currently, the challenge is, many are
evading or escaping without paying the fair share of taxes
they are supposed to pay. Therefore, digitization would
bring in solutions to bridge this gap and to ensure that our
citizens and businesses are seamlessly connected to the
tax payment system. So, instead of payment of taxes
becoming a burden, the system is designed to make it
easier for citizens, to get themselves connected to the tax
payment system. In facilitating this task, another
important element is the transformation of the informal
economy into the formal economy. This journey is
strengthened to utilize digitization to the maximum level.

I will give you a few examples as we move forward,
which shows that digital transformation is paramount for
our economy to strengthen its activities. In the Budget,
2025, Rs. 4,752 million has been allocated for Recurrent
Expenditure while Rs. 4,351 million has been allocated
for Capital Expenditure of the Ministry of Digital
Economy. A notable item under that, Madam, is the
increase in allocation from Rs. 355 million last year to Rs.
640 million in the current year for the Information and
Communication Technology Agency - ICTA - of Sri
Lanka, a significant improvement. Further, in the Budget
Estimates for 2025, compared to the allocation of Rs.
5,345 million last year for Recurrent Expenditure, the
present Government has allocated Rs. 6,752 million for
the same, which is a significant increase in terms of
expenditure. In the same way, compared to the allocation
of Rs. 6,446 million last year for Capital Expenditure, Rs.
6,871 million has been allocated for this year. As a result,
the increase in the total allocation to support digital
infrastructure and the digital economy has been from Rs.
11,791 million to Rs. 13,623 million.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I think this is a great
opportunity for me to speak about the Budget Proposals
for the Ministry of Digital Economy at the Committee
Stage Discussion. Sir, first of all, let me start with this
quotation: “Digitalization is not just a tool, but a shield
against corruption. It is a gateway to transparency and the
foundation of good governance.” Therefore, the more we
embrace technology, there would be less room for
exploitation.
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Hon. Presiding Member, 1 rise today to make the
winding up speech on behalf of the Opposition at the
Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of the Ministry
of Digital Economy and the Ministry of Science and
Technology.

Sir, digital economy is not just a concept, but it is our
present and our future. The basic principle, as I
understand, is seamless integration of digital technology
into the economy. Digital technology has become an
essential part of our daily lives. Whether we acknowledge
it or not, the digital economy is the reality, with or

without a dedicated Ministry. It influences every sector -
finance, justice, transport, parliamentary affairs and even
cultural affairs. We no longer operate in isolation; we live
in a digital world.

As we discuss the Budgetary allocations, it is crucial
to recognize the role of digital transformation in driving
economic growth, improving governance and enhancing
service delivery for our people. Within the time allotted
to me, I wish to highlight some of the essential
applications of digital technology which could create
significant economic benefits without imposing
additional financial burdens on the National Budget.

Let me begin with railway transport and the
challenges faced by that sector. The recent elephant-train
collisions in our country have raised serious concern, Sir.
However, is the solution not quite simple, something that
could even be developed by a student with basic
computer knowledge? For instance, if we integrate the
entire railway network with Google-based tracking and
install a simple device on every train engine, the central
operating system could monitor train movement in real
time, something, I believe, is already in place.
Additionally, we already know the areas where elephants
and other animals frequently cross railway tracks. By
utilizing CCTV cameras capable of capturing night-time
movements, live footage of these animals could be
displayed on a screen installed in every railway engine,
providing an early warning to train services.
Simultaneously, the central monitoring system could
oversee such situations, ensuring timely intervention to
prevent any collisions. Once this network is in place,
every railway station would have a display screen
showing the real-time arrival of the next train.
GG ©I OIEnOB, Omal wy 8w ©»Q® awd
& BB3wd OO HyOOBY.

Now, moving on to the legal system which has
already been prepared for digital integration through the
passage of necessary laws, I believe the Ministry must
allocate funds to equip all courts with the required digital
infrastructure. More importantly, a well-connected
network should be established between the higher and
lower courts. That network must also be linked to other
relevant departments such as the Attorney-General's
Department, the Legal Draftsman's Department, the
Department of Government Analyst and of course, the
Parliament, which is responsible for enacting laws.
Additionally, officers should be provided with
specialized training programmes to effectively use this
technology. Sir, I also propose the establishment of a
dedicated unit within the Ministry - I hope the Hon.
President would take note of this - to oversee the
implementation of the digital economy across all the
governmental departments.

Now, I wish to address the current election process,
which, in my view, undermines the President’s efforts to
implement the digital economy. Sir, you would be
surprised to hear this. As the Secretary of the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress, I requested for necessary documents to
field candidates for 90, just 90, local authorities and when
my secretary went to collect them, he informed me that
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he would need to hire a lorry to transport all the
paperwork! My seven-seater vehicle, even with two seats
folded, was not sufficient to accommodate the documents.
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So, why can we not have digital forms for candidates with
only a single-page printout for affidavits? The law already
recognizes digital documentation as legally binding.
Therefore, there is no justification for this outdated, paper
-heavy process. In fact, subject to correction, Section 87
of the Anti-Corruption Act provides for this.
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shame that Parliament still relies on the printed copy of
Hansard, Order Papers and Committee repots. While it is
true that these documents must be printed as per the
Standing Orders, there is no requirement that the printed
copies should be provided to each Hon. Member. We can
certainly make a transition to e-copies displayed on
computer screens. I have spoken about this earlier also.
As I have proposed, installing a pop-up screens at every
Hon. Member’s table would be a practical solution. I am
confident that the money saved from the reduction of
printouts for just one year would be more than sufficient
to install those screens and upgrade the system with an
efficient processor. ©® Bwo Zmpm meFeess - digital
technology - 98 wdE OB ©oe BHOEDE®O O@
WO o5y g EDm - OB @dEd vl Ve
Com0ed BedmyDs - gBD8vewsI® qud IEws OB LY
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Now, I wish to focus on defence and public security
and highlight the shameful state of our police. While we
discuss digitalization in various sectors, integration of
digital technology into public security, which is an urgent
need, remains far below the expectations. In every
country, whether rich or poor, priority is given to
modernizing public security with digital technology
before extending it to other sectors. However, in our case,
this crucial aspect has been largely neglected.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 2,950,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

"196 o &Ssewd 01 O DRBOBD, YHGOERD Bwbe®
eewo o 230,000,000 e coeCamed ames »e gns"
@D yHAm @ B®w® s wwo OO Bu.

196 9 &bsewd 01 05 DReOWm, yHOEHns Bwe®
cBeEamerd emden »0ed BAdwe grrld Bewl® mdm 2.

01 220 O RewOWD).- EREPEYS ORBOVD - YR Bwed,
St 25,000,000
"196 0 B8sewd 01 O DBV, YD Bwe® wews
S 25,000,000 e cueEamnwsd ames »e gnae’ om
y@m 6 B®wm s wwo ®®nm Se.
196 o &bsewd 01 2 DREOY®, Yedm Bwe®
cBeComesd emdnn HOwed Adwe gnud Bewle mdm .

“ geweliy 196, Plapsdssin 01,  Beasr®eumen
CFeveaydh s TeT eHLITI 230,000,000 9| L_susnewTuilh
Gardssiu@Bwrs”  aeud  eilarr  al@dSUULEH  gDmIs
Q& memariiLi’ L g).

gsemevliy 196, BlapsdssiLm 01, Baw@eumer CFsvey
9| L_eusnentulledt LUGSWTSH @)(HHdbd: HL_Leneruil_ L’ L g|.

BapFAsEI b 01.- QFwedpenmd QFWHLTHHET - CLPOSETSF
Qzevay, erumis 25,000,000
" gewevliy 196, plapsdssll L 01, cpevgerd GFeveaydhsmesr
epumis 25,000,000 oL susmewrullh CaFidbsliLBwrs”  eTenid
allerm allGdbsiul B eHmIsEETeTariiL_ L gi.
seweoriy 196, mlaspsfgssn 01, cpegears GCaFevey

9L Lsusmentulledt LGS WTSH @) (hHdbd: HL_Leneruil_ Ll L gj.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 230,000,000, for Head 196,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 196, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 25,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 25,000,000, for Head 196,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 196, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 02.- Development Activities -

Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 2,570,000,000;
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 2,175,000,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,570,000,000, for Head 196,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 196, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 2,925,000,000, for Head
196, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 196, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

B880E 88m g®amse®ws
1l LD QUTHTTSTT H6WLOF
MINISTRY OF DIGITAL ECONOMY

Sioteslaletoto
gcam

ot 6,752,000,000
St 6,871,000,000

@6 (e0Dexs) Husin gedews Svmo

(wrewrfl@ (sweusdwir) Siflagrhbs HCLGFerr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Chrishantha Abeysena)

©01 Bewdss wwinBndesdl, 9 a@immsn® 0dnedsy
@ Bebsn so emgdsm, 2025 mom ww ¢dEedE,
BEOE ¢88m a@is0enen eI BHD BENDT BoERIDD®G
988u mOH:

"28 05 Bged, 19 05 ed€e 90 WS & eDMDO suwnm weHsy
28206 pedn »Ee §gn «©:

'geam St 9,871,000,000" "
®S Bendss eswisBnSwn

(wresryll@ Lrdls sellsreri ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson)

O 8590 O E?

®©S ®FOS

(wressryfl@ 2 miiferiaer)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

"Yedm Bwe® wewo o 9,871,000,000 ¢x00 018 e e
cBeEamnwed gres »e gna’ e ydme S0wm c8sT wwo
©a®0nm .

YC» Bwe® woenddmimdews’ cBeEaNewd @m0
0w Bdw gned Bewlv mox 2.

"apevgesrs CHLIMLI
9,871,000,000 L suswemruilp GFidasliL@wrs” sTepid allssrm
all@oHsLILL B aTHmIS6lETeTar L L g).

peugerdE  CFvey  FmSSLuLLsurm
UGSWTS 3)(HHeHs S Lswarul_riul L gi.

OEEIEES o EVEAEA L T NN

9| L_euenessrullesr

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 9,871,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 239,000,000, for Head 186,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 186, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 21,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 21,000,000, for Head 186,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 186, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

02 92 D18es0WB).- 305D DAe3DWD) -
38D Bwe®, dr. 4,513,000,000;
e Bwed, . 4,330,000,000

Bl&pEASSI_ L1 02.- gilallhSHF QFwpThser -
et (eu(heh ClFsvey, emumia 4,513,000,000;
epumir 4,330,000,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities -

Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 4,513,000,000;
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 4,330,000,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,513,000,000, for Head 186,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 186, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 7,330,000,000, for Head
186, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 186, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 227.- DEPARTMENT OF REGISTRATION OF PERSONS
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 2,000,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,000,000,000, for Head 227,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 227, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,520,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,520,000,000, for Head 227,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 227, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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At 5.58 p.m., the Deputy Chairperson left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Wednesday,
12th March, 2025.
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, please give
me one more minute.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.25 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Wednesday, 12th March, 2025 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of 21st February, 2025.
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