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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage - Minister of Rural
Development,  Social  Security and  Community
Empowerment)

Hon. Speaker, I present the -

(i)  Annual Report and Financial Statements of the Sri
Lanka Social Security Board for the year 2022;
and

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Rehabilitation
of the Visually Handicapped Trust Fund for the
year 2023.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Relevant
Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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LANDS ACQUIRED FOR RUWANPURA EXPRESSWAY:
COMPENSATION
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(The Hon. Aruna Panagoda)
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that a serious
problematic situation has arisen because of
some of the decisions taken by the previous
Government in acquiring lands for the
construction of the Ruwanpura Expressway
and in paying compensation for the lands
so acquired; and

(i) if so, whether measures will be taken to
resolve the said problems?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Energy:

(a)  Will he state the -
(i) number of special projects that were
implemented by the Ceylon Electricity
Board from the year 2020 to the year 2024;
(i) number of projects, implemented in the
Badulla District, out of the aforesaid
projects; and
(iii) name of the party that requested each of the
aforesaid projects, the special reasons
considered in granting approval and the
amount spent, separately?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a) Will she inform this House-

@

(i)

(iif)
(iv)

)

whether she is aware that government
school teacher transfers are made according
to the National Teacher Transfer Policy,
except on disciplinary issues;

whether she is aware that the National
Teacher Transfer Policy has not been
properly implemented in the recent past;

if so, the policy measures that will be taken
in that regard;

whether she is aware that rampant
corruption, fraud and irregularities have
taken place in the admission of students to
government schools in the recent past; and
the practical mechanism that will be
implemented to prevent them?

(b) Will she also inform this House-

©

@

(if)

(iii)

whether she is aware that there are
numerous vacancies in the Sri Lanka
Education Administrative Service, the Sri
Lanka Teacher Educators’ Service and the
Sri Lanka Principals’ Service;

if so, separately, the number of vacancies
existing in each of the services referred to
above; and.

the measures that will be taken to fill the
vacancies referred to above?

If not, why?
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APPROPRIATION BILL, 2025

2002 6389008 90O e D GE.-
[g0Baw: @829 08]

[0 0220002929 @s Goes29090;8) Ses. |
Gapalle Cogtd gyrmwiGupme).- [Ceiddl: wris 08]
[10meRTL LIS FUMBTUIST YT BT HDVHLD UBIS5HTIT F61T. ]
Considered further in Committee.- [Progress: 08th March]
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

126 92 BBwe.- gisinm, ¢ wed 555 8w DaFBw
§ise) §®amsdS W

01 2 O QwWOHD.- @REVY® DRWOVD - Y¥HOVEHD Bwe®,
St 39,360,000,000

geweori 126.- sevall, 2 wir sevall whHmib QSTLiDH Seval
S|EWLDFFIT
BlapsAss L 01.- QFwsdwpewmd QFwHLUTHEET - aiT(Hlou[HEH
Qgevey, enumit 39,360,000,000

HEAD 126.- MINISTER OF EDUCATION, HIGHER EDUCATION
AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 39,360,000,000

@3 B398 BRO0

(ore i@ saflsTeri oautssr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

BP0 CcBeCIBI®B, GBIBD, cwe GgaBBE Y
Oy B gisosm ¢@omsrnn - O B8 gom 126, 212 80
215 ¢80 e 335.

s NE® y&O win 10.00 8O asd vwo® 6.00 ¢wida.

»B  »80® oewldsnd, the Hon. (Dr.) V.S.

Radhakrishnan. You have 20 minutes.

[10.05 a.m.]

@S (§9D08 ) B.0¢3. B ensy Ovmo
(orer Ll (seorplg)) af.eren. &)rmHraspeigentssr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan)

Hon. Chairman, I move,

"That a sum of Rs. 10 be cut from the Recurrent and Capital
Expenditures of each Programme, as per the tradition, out of the
Heads of Expenditure Nos. 126, 212 to 215 and 335 pertaining to
the Ministry and other departments and institutions coming under it
and scheduled to be taken up for discussion today, Monday, 10th
March, 2025, at the Committee Stage Discussion of Appropriation
Bill, 2025."
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Sajith Premadasa, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

It is okay, Sir, I can have a bit more time. There is no
issue.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne.
You have 11 minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your have exhausted your time.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne)

I will wind up, Sir.

3wy Dnews’ 08 Bwsimy B8, ged yBusBw
gademdc 10,0000 emidusBewd 10,000 ewiwzs dm &
ened8 Bws Om. god yhosBe ne C¥wed gfw8e
eENHA DCBDE ©Y 088 §E® ORI ¢Om gerwn HOB
Bewed gdmemns. & B Bewed gdmsme a8 Cods
DoRe®s BBowxim ecsiosy mywi 982 ovedoE®m
GoRWO BNEBTOe®WsY D& WOBTD HOOL. o GRS
D GG WOBID DY, ©O D BNV DT,
OB O 2eEOEYO A O R @ WOYSD OB
805y oy, dod ydvew mr B, a8 dded
DoRe®sy Om IVPWON g o0wdm @mo Ogoxy
eBsIew emunw »HOB gimume Bws Om. O OB
D0 e mIBsT ®ed DD ¢dwust IBDo.

A8,

®3 308 BRO0

(ore @ sallsTeri oauissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan.
You have seven minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana. You
have 17 minutes.
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The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva. You have 11
minutes.
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Next, the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna. You have 14
minutes.
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(oremryilg sellerari oeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, your time is up.

®G; HEBen CaszC e Wm0

(omeiLyfl @ amiagent rmegdsmerT)

(The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna)

g Bewo »@tonsiedc B8ag e¢rxw & o Seds
2D @@ WO Bwo @ 9FEs BS»0. ©O WE®
CHh 2 BEAcO IO WnBdm 0dmb, O
BWIBEROSA.

®C BNIBBOs

(orenrylg sellsrart oeuiser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.

Aedd® 30 ¢pEd D0mE»O ¢z HQO» &Y, ¢.wo.
1.000 Bowsss w0 esenednBused (00, ed@E Soeemo
Ouz/8u) esenesndewsy 530m» 8050 &

Ysevriig, ywisy . 1.00  wesflsusor Glewr mlpyssrii f
TR ClBmL_BIBIDLY. (GEpSBIMINT LITBS  SaIFTeTT  Yyeuimer
[wrsvr g (Bmws]) Capwrad afyCssr] sswsvenio suslssridser.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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Hon. Presiding Member, I would like to highlight the
importance of having non-State universities in the
country in terms of providing a quality and international
standard education, as there is a growing public
acceptance of private universities, and to build the higher
education system accessible for all Sri Lankans. Please
consider these statistics [ am going to present now. In the
year 2024, 269,613 students sat for the GCE Advanced
Level Examination, of which 173,444 students were
qualified for university admission, but only 43,568
students were admitted to State universities. That means,
140,000 deserving students, almost 75 per cent of the
qualified students, were left out. In the year 2022, 16,254
students were enrolled to non-State university
programmes. Another 9,935 students registered in
affiliated foreign universities recognized by the Ministry
of Education. A total of 26,189 students got the
opportunity to enrol into non-State universities to pursue
higher education. Annually, around 12,000 Sri Lankan
students are estimated to go overseas for higher education
opportunities. The drain of foreign exchange is estimated
at US Dollars 50 million per annum. Those who cannot
afford overseas education have been increasingly looking
at the domestic market for alternative options.
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Sir, considering the non-State universities’ role in the
country, in July, 2023, the Select Committee to Make
Suitable Recommendations for the Expansion of Higher
Education Opportunities in Sri Lanka chaired by then
Hon. Minister (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, PC had
recommended the following: the Select Committee
recommended the Higher Education Commission instead
of the University Grants Commission and to bring the non
-State universities under that Commission, to introduce a
legal framework for the private sector higher education
recognizing universities and institutes with sufficient
incentives and guidelines, the Higher Education
Commission to encourage private sector higher education
institutes and provide incentives, subject to the condition
that they fulfil socio-economic obligations. Those
obligations may include granting free educational
opportunities to the poorest sector of the population by
allocating a certain percentage of admissions for such
students in those institutes. Then, to encourage such
universities or institutes through  public-private
partnerships, to encourage non-profit organizations to
establish universities in the 25 districts, preferably
through  public-private-partnership  programmes, to
encourage private sector investors to invest in higher
education by providing the necessary infrastructure
facilities, such as land, transportation, water, electricity
and other required amenities. The BOI assured the Select
Committee that it has the will and the capacity to provide
the necessary lands with infrastructure facilities to
establish higher education institutes, both local and
foreign. The Select Committee also recommended to
permit private sector higher education institutes to use the
term "University" on the condition that they maintain the
required standards, as described in the regulations
formulated under the Act. So, Sir, those are the
recommendations made by the Select Committee to
develop higher education and this Government must take
those recommendations seriously for implementation.
Considering the fact that the non-State education sector
has already taken in 26,000 students with no Government
incentives but with right policies, the Government should
be able to increase that number fivefold in a couple of
years, effectively  providing higher  education
opportunities for the vast majority of deserving children.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO OBIBEROB, mND glest WOBI®.

@6 (99008w) ©8.9F.5.98. BSYF 0w Owmo
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(The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah)

Sir, please give me one more minute.

Sri Lanka is still importing education and not
exporting education. Private and non-State, non-profit
universities including medical schools are operating in
parallel with State universities and medical schools in our
neighbouring countries like India, Nepal, Bangladesh and
Pakistan.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah)

Our students go to these countries in addition to East
European countries, China, Malaysia, Cuba for their
undergraduate studies in all the fields including medicine.
Countries like India, Bangladesh and Malaysia have
successfully integrated non-State universities into their
education systems, providing valuable lessons for Sri
Lanka. It must be realized that the State sector and non-
State sector education institutes can co-exist and compete
without harming State policies, as it happens now in
education, health and many other sectors. These
institutions should be strictly guided by the already
established SCAQA - Standing Committee on
Accreditation and Quality Assurance. Under the guidance
of SCAQA, non-State and non-profit universities in this
country could provide high quality university education
to local students and also attract foreign students,
bringing in the much needed foreign exchange to the
country.

The non-State universities play a crucial role in
addressing the challenges and gaps in Sri Lanka’s higher
education system. They accommodate 26,000 students
per annum who are denied the opportunity even though
qualified to enter a university. So, non-state universities
provide an avenue for these students to pursue higher
education locally, reducing the need to seek opportunities
abroad, reducing the brain drain and foreign exchange
loss of US Dollars 50 million annually.

O §Roe8506:8) OB G @

(orevT @ HeMVMLGTHIGLD 2 MILILNETT Sj6uTaerT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 OTVEROB, D gdwsy OB,

@0 (§0028w) 98.9F.5.908. BT oS ®wmo
(orevorLfl@ (H6VTHIF)) 6T1D.6T6V.67.6TLD. QMlEVLjVEVTAD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah)

Sir, please give me one minute.

The non-State universities are not just an alternative,
but also a necessity for Sri Lanka to achieve its
educational and economic goals. Non-State universities
are essential for addressing the gaps in Sri Lanka’s higher
education system. They provide a viable solution to the
challenges of limited capacity, to brain drain and
outdated curricula. By embracing private partnerships
and leveraging the potential of non-State institutions, Sri
Lanka could create a more inclusive, innovative and
globally competitive education system.

Sir, as I strongly believe that higher education is one
of the best investments for Sri Lanka and its people, I am
fully committed to supporting the Government in its
efforts to make Sri Lanka an education hub, providing
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high quality education. And, without the contributions of
the non- State universities, we would not be able to
achieve that vision. So, Hon. Prime Minister, we would
urge you to consider this.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, [ take great pleasure in
speaking on the Votes of this Ministry because I have the
utmost respect for educators. I have said this once before
at the Committee Stage Discussion of a Budget on the
Votes of the Ministry of Education. I think this is the only
field I can point to, where the entire aspiration in life of
these teachers and principals is to see the children they
educate reach the highest levels in society. That is the
greatest gift you could give those teachers and principals.
If you put it in another way, their whole aim is to see the
children they teach reach higher levels than they have.
Such is the sort of magnanimity behind those individuals.
Certainly, my experience with regard to teachers I have
had is - I might have not been a very obedient student; I
might have been a terrible student - their aspiration was
always well meaning.

@07 (9008w) 03B §®5eyBes
(oressryfl@ (SvTmHld) amfesf owreEsMw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Results can be seen.

®0 8.8. 025350E® ®wmn

(orevrLfl@ of.oF. GlumesTesTidLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Results can be seen? I do not know. I think we had
better not go into that.

So, it is in that respect I would like the Hon. Prime
Minister, who is also the Minister of Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education, to take my
intervention today because I, for one, believe that if there
are any Heads that deserve the most amount of support in
a Budget, they have to be, one, education and two, health.
If we get those two Heads wrong, 1 can assure you,
nobody would want to remain in this country. I ask the
Hon. Members opposite as well as those who are here in
the Opposition, be honest, do you not believe that if you
had an opportunity to send your children abroad, you
would not have taken it? Would you not take it? Those
are the depths to which we have fallen. So, my comments
today, Hon. Presiding Member and Hon. Prime Minister,
is on the basis that we must give the maximum support
we could to educators. The salaries these educators get is
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nothing compared to the amount of effort they make and
the goodwill they repose in those students. It is actually
nothing! And, it is in that respect I would ask the Hon.
Prime Minister to see my comments.

One other matter I want to raise is with regard to the
increase in salary scales. The Government has made an
increment. But, I remember that some time ago when the
teachers and principals were protesting, the Hon. Prime
Minister and other NPP members were very supportive of
that protest. I also remember speaking in Parliament in
support of that protest and I completely agreed with the
comments made by the Hon. Prime Minister then. That
was, if I am not mistaken, with regard to the Subodhini
Salary Commission recommendations. And, because of
those protests, eventually, if I am not mistaken, in 2022,
the protestors - teachers and principals - managed to
secure the first stage of the Subodhini Salary Commission
recommendations. It was divided into three years. So,
they managed to secure the first stage and the assurance
given at that time was that the second and third stages
would follow in the two consecutive years. But, that
never happened.

So, if we take the increments that are being offered
under this Budget for the next three years and the whole
of what was recommended by the Subodhini Salary
Commission for three years, had it been fully
implemented - it was implemented only in the first year -
an SLTS 2-II teacher would get, under this Budget, a
salary of Rs. 66,880 whereas under the Subodhini Salary
Commission Recommendations, she would have got Rs.
82,150, a difference of Rs. 15,270. That difference for the
grade SLTS 2-I, after the full implementation of the
salary increment under this Budget at the end of the next
three  years and the  Subodhini = Committee
Recommendations at the end of the three years it
recommended, would have been Rs. 27,310. So, like that,
it goes on. That difference in salary for SLTS 1 would
have been Rs. 34,990, for the Sri Lanka Principals'
Service - SLPS 3 - Rs. 9,870, for SLPS 2, Rs. 25,120 and
for SLPS 1, Rs. 32,230. So, what I am saying is, if the
Hon. Prime Minister - if the economy improves in some
way - goes to these Subodhini Commission's
Recommendations at least in the next Budget, I would be
its strongest supporter and can assure the Hon. Prime
Minister that not a single Member in this House would
oppose her implementing them. There are so many
Ministries, totally unnecessary ones, from the Votes of
which cuts can be made. One such ministry is the Defence
Ministry. But, education is one field, I think, to which we
all owe. We all owe those people who work so hard and
are so magnanimous in the way they approach this field.

The second matter I wish to raise - I raised this in my
speech on the Second Reading Debate of the Budget also
- is with regard to the Civil Security Department running
preschools in the Northern Province. That must stop.
They run preschools where their preschool teachers are
given an allowance amounting to over Rs. 30,000 and if |
am not mistaken, it is around Rs. 40,000 now, whereas
the Ministry of Education gives their preschool teachers
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an allowance of only Rs. 6,000 and that is the only
intervention that the Ministry of Education has with
regard to those preschool teachers. That must stop
immediately and the entire scheme of preschool teachers
must come under the Ministry of Education and the
recommendations for salaries must be, at the bare
minimum, the amount that the Defence Ministry is
paying. Surely, is that not a militarization of education?
What does education have to do with the Ministry of
Defence and why is it happening only in the Northern
Province? So, that is the legacy you have inherited,
which you must change. And, those would be individual
instances of a litmus test, Hon. Prime Minister, and at
least, on your watch, let us have this put right.

The Northern Province is in dire need of funds to
complete the buildings which have already been started. I
have been informed by the Northern Provincial Council
that a minimum of Rs. 2 billion is required in order to
ensure that the projects that have been started - the
construction of those buildings - could, to some extent, be
completed. So, that, too, I would ask the Hon. Prime
Minister to look into.

Then, with regard to the severe situation of teacher
vacancies, today’s “Kalai Murasu Newspaper” gives a
full page detail. In the Northern Province, the total cadre
of teachers is 18,983. At the moment, there is a current
recruitment of 15,426. But, there are 3,557 more
vacancies, Hon. Prime Minister. If you look at the
SLEAS vacancies, there are 111 and also 397 minor staff
vacancies. All these are important; in a school, nothing,
in our view, could be omitted and these vacancies must
be filled. If you take the vacancies, in Jaffna, there are
261, Valikamam, 498, Vadamarachchi, 333,
Thenmarachchi, 189, the Islands of Jaffna, 222,
Kilinochchi North, 97, Kilinochchi South, 281, Mannar,
452, Madhu, 216, Vavuniya North, 236, Vavuniya South,
283, Mullaitivu, 318 and Thunukkai, 171. So, Hon.
Prime Minister, I would urge you to look into this matter,
too.

Sir, I wish to raise one other matter. I brought this
matter to your notice earlier also. The UGC has called
for examinations for the promotion of Management
Assistant Grade III to Grade II and the examination is
supposed to be held on the 21* of March. There are 61
applicants from Jaffna. I have been in touch with the
Jaffna University. They have written to the UGC and
asked - in the previous years when those examinations
were held, they were held in Jaffna - that if in case the
UGC does not want to hold it on Jaffna, whether it could,
at least, be held in Vavuniya because out of the 61
applicants, 40 applicants are females who are either
pregnant, feeding mothers or are going through fertility
treatment. So, they have asked for special treatment and I
do not think it is unreasonable considering the number
who are actually willing to sit for this exam. Also, the
outside district applicants are also willing to travel to
Jaffna; they prefer coming to Jaffna because it is much
cheaper and the University says that they will make
accommodation possible for them. So, I think the
University Grants Commission must consider this request
also favourably.
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I reiterate to the Hon. Prime Minister that the Ministry
of Education has to be the heart and soul of a country. If
we get that wrong, everything else would go wrong. The
fact that you have people who are so capable leaving this
country is, fundamentally, because we are getting it
wrong. People who struggle here go through a life-
threatening trip abroad. They seek asylum or do
something and manage to stay in those countries and do
brilliantly well. They do brilliantly well! In Europe,
certainly the Tamils do brilliantly well, but also the
Sinhalese. Every single ambassador or Foreign Ministry I
have visited in the Western world tells us that the Tamil
community, I would add the Sinhalese as well, who have
gone abroad are the best and the most productive citizens.
That means we are losing all of that and we are losing it
for reasons that could easily be avoided. We are losing it
because of racism and because we are not giving adequate
resources to the areas which those should actually be
given. And, I think the Ministry of Education is probably
the most important in that regard.

Thank you.
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Hon. Member, thank you for raising this issue. I think
you yourself are a credit to your educators. And,
certainly, we agree that education should be the heart and
soul of any country.

I just want to say that the request you made with
regard to the examinations held by the UGC has been
referred to the UGC and they have promised me that they
would look into it. They are meeting tomorrow to see if
there could be some resolution. I will keep you posted.

Thank you.
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Considered further in Committee. -
[THE HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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have 15 minutes.

[e.0. 6.03]

@S (§9008i) 08B ¢®6wBw (g@I®ims 5w GiNsIB®),
ceed NS85 Y DaFBw ¢85 &@rimsnSn)
(sorplg)  amflefl  ur@gfu -

IWWEFHID  Hevad, o wi sevall wHMID CBTHHBHLN

O[ELOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

B8EYeDTO OO BB, OO wWnBwe &g¢ DOBID
BB, @¢ 0® BDewd om® O, 0® W
988w oIz, a8 e0® ¢ WOB® FABVBHS DE
8308mBe 0OmeL HB WOTHO ¢@isedw BE & d
NI, BDE) &5, O ®O» &5 Bwdm) eFcwBsy 650D
O WO el e@imnined eCHOR® gnd Baeg
BEBIO. 0@ mdvs edrnedsy AT mO ®udO0 wH
YT OB ©edDwBO BB e WO,

(oressryfl@ Ursw

©0] weBndB, a8 mANeOE. god qedyd
D00, HY Sodeed w®HJ ¢wd I» eG® vx¥m
D8 ecwu. 88 Bvwwsy K360 DORO 6D v BE €m0,
ged 208w OB, @8 wevm v, @8 Vsl ewddsn
DO Bedm 6O w0 @8 DB 0de 0om Bedm.
ged adfes oOm Bw g8 OBemw O® @m®
wyeednewnsy HO8 918 wies’. OmemD, OO WKL
OB Pend, @ed oend; ORI, Bewdess
#OBOGTeosIOr, god Ol ®meSthwe®sOr c¢f
o535y N8 eFRd O sy 00 & gwed wHewdHws
B 0¥nd . ¢8 »eBs® ©08d D@
mOsIesy. @8 2088 0dmw wslesy. e8sY & wwewlvwd
e & 08B FOe0 00 EnBorin e, e@ime, em®
DORO® wdm g@imsenwm ©30EnBw edme WO
Ce0 OB 01w, & WIgHD ®eBHB® viBO ne
dBemm O©n »IE Bedm DdDiwes, SBezEe®nsy
crean J snewfowrs B »O8, ¢8 RBem od, 8 Bwuy
od, ¢8 Buy od, 88 005y 0y o aG8den 90O s 3
o5 yOOsT Dxfery Bunmy & ¢ & Bddiss gud dxfesy. &
Beo 00 & Bu@ @¢5%0s SBOsTm 0O,

OO 8BBROB, a8 9md® EEdLYeEnd ©d® vOm
woiesy. qud gofens Bedmdr. qud wsimy @m;
0® HEE8. § Bw »EICHS O, 9m®
©1CHOBVHnD, ddDiwersy grd & ©Om a8 wmndh. e®



1891 2025 @& 10 1892

OO @ud WBI M ©oCFH DM BVIBROB, gud
53D 9esY BOWHIy JOOET Jew »HO. gud addg 76
ICW @M QO IBILEDE 80T ©5Im yOOs Hew O,
@® 08®» Wi NGO eEH8EB. HYY govd Vev® WIBB
1. @8 0® 0dm wm @nd, gud @Y VT EMIRNRST QLD
»o8s »OB wslmy  0dEr Bedwlery. gdws’ eIy
OB, w0y odOE, ¢ven, Db, D@ WIY FIBHD
@518 00 BeEROS »dx »OR 8 0® vwdm wsles’. I
Beo »OB8 @80 00m» eBowlo®m. vi&@, a8
gBewlow w0 adens Beawlen’y. d Bw a8 wsin @y
O BB @ns, sOA® ydm DucoRds »O8 «8 &
©O wr¥esy. ©O| w¥IBROA, Suved edend OBIFOS
Bm® e Bemd Oth oy ©Bvond, ¢35 85D
Boen 928 mer. & BEACO OO dndsIE0 EnBdsTn
0. & acnddcEO @8 od ®momd. & qcwd a8 9m®
800BWO ©0 OH. DodsersI® nOsTed LSO
S8 @B, SSPFTwOCO yded8 § ydm 988ux B3O
8EAcd a8 gmn EnBOD 0dmD. H»HPY GO
OFOC BBveceny s 83w, demd ©3wd ¢rieny 53 nd,
Bew® BHO® OIdcE emdnd; 9i8ss me. OB
@m0 Bedsy Bwo OO s BOGE HOTTHE e® EH
@wc0 ®BIH0.

30000, B0 ©Ix osim 0dstes’ od Suwle
0EDRSe0sY. @ BOD), ged g DEWE FWBBBIG
e 05Y MO Bedntery ¢g SHBim BEenewsy (.84
B, & figure Om 8Oy¥mewsI® D1deR. a8 ¢g HBm
Benows gdmemne wen Bweed 1.98 005 moes
Beadmts, o® Dwed 988 @i 80. Im Bwwd 6 ¢ O
BBO »OB god 9B, ©J BVIBBROB, a8 & geFwma
e0n BDOWMHED . HIMB @8 cIerds, Im D8
@comsy DO HOOS ecwms 00edd BweE. e®ime,
3B 8EABeS D80 18 »odsT OB qud & wewo
@wies) Yerd Oid Wom ednfer’. J adoged 8oy ¢8s
e BBEDS BDeD vyw, OB afdided 9¢c B8wwd 6
@05y BOTD B BOHHCEO Bwwd 6 Bwx & target
OO ¥, & standard Om Bwoosis BeE) »O8 a8 adog
meg. 985 Im @8 0@y efG® adeem & goge Sy
@D, & 01> BBO e BwvsIs) Seso.

OO0 BBBAROB, ©O DD g8 Jdhwr »3wd o
Gotss eEDDWIOR YBwm D198 018 B3OS wer. Iw O
O Bedpnde Bedn ydedd ydn BEICD Bnos Gmce
@008, @D G1ss eEdWO® WOy D198 I8 dor. HG
O O3 DadBwd @oEd DO erndungey ®ICED
@ePens Bedmd. Im ¢8 ¢imd. e® 9198 &
BBedst & Bug yd» dwemrdr BeEr a8 emmmdmdny
BecEo 0. S, qud gdas Pen 0@ BwEeirned®
§B» D19u OB WoxTm. & OB BB n€s’ gvewsm
Heodned owdde WmO» BaEesn o Jved Baeg
edO®™BBIO ¢edE @wed 8O m® owie, 9 BO®O oy
eO5I» YOOy D198 DEAMmWE 8L eOmD. @@we, a8 EPo
@) @dwomy Dwgd? i ged gadxsws Wedpw ©ww
BB 8dDBw 0dxrim CODE OB® weessice MO
Baesiey yodsle, a8 ¢l O 9uimnds BwE? dend®
By D DY ged 00 @¢ Bedm HFFOB BE Coss
edded BwEe¢rnO® wihdeamsn 9dd D D198 DR w
28 O Beadnrdo.

g emond® @smed QEPTODVIDGH, GBIV
0dded QeNO®DE B WO a8 B ©8vsf
B0 o, & BEICD mnOB 95 @I Bwion Bewdess
HOBH® i meg. @8 Education Council &m 5wz,
BBODNE YBerd ©m08w8sT weed O 8ws 8® »wiwinsy
3080l QesODWIOE 8 Wo» @8, ged Jed
288me Eyen eOMEMO gud D@3 MO BLIWMHEO
O5I® yOOsY. @8 emmmWOT B W, @® D19 o8
BBO wow Bug yd» SwecEr @B 9DF I
BweE. RBeEdT® den® BoEs mw. 9© B ®x» &
B8O 0 ©¥>) BwE O® BwxmDo.

®0 BIBBNOB, SordversI® ¢uREBBOC 85 OB
88w o @ WD Hew. B0 evd CeWEBROC vy
W0y 93 @8 ey’ ¢simdh. gy DrewsI® OO o®
DD BBEDBE YBcs) emBssy w©Dd - UGC om0
- IBOsTD e0mD), BeTO® BLHO® gcern w® B
ddeCsmun Om ©0 “5NBBR®0 VPTed BHoedn
988u O 80T @denm Bedm O O. HEE
DBIenIORSY D Dred Council ®emsy &z 5O S
Bo® dor S50888n® 0dn «dstesy snnd, University
Grants Commission &z 9300 gm DoRO= v gdenn,
g BHodBw B¢ cvemwe WO, & BdEas
SdeFseme S, d marks o ©® B8 ddeFsenws
®O RPTed D8mdn v Bbedaws dm »O8 o
#5038 9 00n & »® ewddzn DO Bedsies’. &
BwodBw qud m0 2yey WOTD yOOBIE? odnsEs
ORIDO qud »D @d® WOBIH YOOYe, @0 Em» »O
transparent oIy gOOEYe? D, @8 JIm WmOm. ©S;
BDIBBROB, viNB E® DO YOO oedPD0 o
ened8. cuEud o8 BBe® HwdBedd Swc
8edwe SEOBE wmDD wedsy 8¢ WOmo.
Omem0 B0 D&h 2yen DT MO ged BFODE
8Be B0 Dt ey DI BBy DHODNE BIRBOE
8O qed @Di8wdo;, qed BIuBOd, @l wmNHD
©DE 83 Bewddnwsd Bemy ® BwE ©¢Ned®
ORYHD® gdmvmed QEIBODYDW, DHFODNEES
QEIFO®™DDD 8 BBO 0dnedsy 8g ®OsIm OHDo.
3dwd 8 BBe® s Bedm BrNIBBO Bno ownd
UGC 920 8502 0535 o1, ©0; @391885028, Sz Beso
©® BwdBw 80 D& BN B»OTesy eme®®g BiEo
28 womdd w85 B3, qed 0 Bedm nOedes
ne, ©® 00ed UGC dm 9o 0vi€sl 29fed DoBe
eG® @0ens Beadmdr Bwes 38 B8nxrd.

OO ®DBBR®A, ool gw English medium
education 2 o »GD WEd. god Ded OO English
medium educationdE® B eFcOE Bedm D &8
BEwxImn. 0 qvd ecim muricden Busims yddsy.
OO BDIBBROB, vNB ged ded n® BLe® ©0dD
O1dde 08 a8 ydmed YEO wriory 5y B0 »nOB Swe®x
evmwstess. a8 »e@f® Bwmdsr English medium education
@5y Ay Bweo. 08, I» a8 wid vsimds Bweg. @y
S0 2uFEOE Bedm §em® ©Bw6O FHO, GOGIsTed
QOO T, 53O» DmdE g8 & ¢5 050 woesy
Ordden, ©0; wrrsBnOA.

Science, Englisho8sY o390 Bweo English eevx
os¥es’ . OBEmD Science e OeBIT BV,
English geon osfesis snwi. @8 ©80 & 9o@osy e
OBy By & QGO W & WD OO yOOY
B8O @oPoIed Qe ®mwIde DEVDW ®E® OB



1893 Elellcloiat10)

[0S ©88 a®cegdw]

30 0®@ms HOIMHED dwed® WHI® yOOs edsIes].
oG wvIsBn®A, English mediumdBxsy costdsis Bwm
ewed @eds) meed »®3 Post Graduate Institute of
English 18 @ci06157 gy€n m0m mOEO CAeem §ecE
»Esg wog; S0 G A Pen VO 5 Bo Ynd
Boc Bbedan ¢sosd. I, 9o ynead »om» 153, Oev®
»G O ¢w¥ English medium education ¢0ws8 Bum
O  ODOC m8Bm 2y BeEr ©® oD o &E I
gewes, ewldzNd 88 vl OImH. & edNeds BHOIJHEO
O 00T 88 (CH® moeem 1mda.

OO BDIBBROB, v ogddmed GusHd Bwins O
eOm»E »D ®Er, emEe vl Reudwd edsieny
B IR ¢TI0, ved uud Swovw Osiesy wwE
gm0 Bedm Se@md Bw B e (SO0 owied
Bem 2EEH»O e 0dxn Bedn ¢dd%ds, Im». o8
Bedmy »¥Fde ne ¢ w®dTews’ qsvd eCwm
eOEDOR HOD yOO 008 Bwy ¢8 Bnslesy mywr.
a8 cfwon mOsTery wuE ¢nd S8®md HDITYBEO B
WO @C 0BG, O BNB BE, LoBm eE, LoB®
02905 38E OB SodBewsI® @ @m®IDersy S8®nn
Bedm wuEd »Owe 0dmnd »osTm. SO qud 0K
e 8. domw »E qud sl GO Dvwinw
SO0 0D, HYS & vl Gund Swnw nEsT Om
©m8m BAmrw ¢d® WO »OB @8 cwn miwer’. &
wewr a8 o efcided Seder »OJYOW o BO®
Be8nB. edewd 60 & Gumndm B8me g@85I0 ecsios?
B Swonws 20282 8m0 g0 Hwn®m oD OOy
008 Bu ¢8 8o »HYY amno® msdE ¢nd Bedn
Qe OmWDed SvOmd @8 mnB WO vudeld »OB
@m0 Buc® Ostes’y. Im ged s ®BE®» ©wCiE® ne
Beadr .

OO0 6B BROA, a8 BBedT® §F ¢@ dwe gidsmd
Bem Om ¢@nm O W RS Dwlm i
3OO gfoig @™ YC €@ Bw g BEICOS a8
BICYO® WOerD) Wwmd. OO weddd ©sdFcd e@imsOBw
By 88, msImn w0 €@ »Ogn civvreawss, ol
3©50:0WE @O W O & BEICOS D@ mJenm
@Y.

Inclusive education Bwzm Oms ¢sd ¢BaBs53© Dreony
e¢wn. BB ememy @n 0RWN3IB), OOV ©® VECsIesY
B @dwss 8B BESrenw HOBID HOR a8 cfwon
®Oses’. § edMedns ¢dos tIHE VDO, Qo YNTWO
@ 08 BeEEO 28 8(cyu® moennm emdo.

OO BBBNOB, OO gD Drews’ ©® Wsemws BO
@n8. 90 EITIHOICO ©xIEn® HDDs, "Education must
be seen as the heart and soul of a country" Beco. 0 ©®
Bwwed 100 dme8. gixsemne Bestesy 6Om vidn; SOm
3050w Boeww 005 B, & Bw 00@m g8 @ew® H3
€ 8. g8 ¢5imdr, mced Buel mEh Ogen system
O, 0005 8 B3OWO s edsIm B system = »OB
28 00 edmd wo®sl wrles? BwEr. ©© Bwr & ednrdd
BB wewr OB a8 0® 18w edries’. 0® sgPOB aw
O nEsY ¢8 988u W Bedrfers’ Sod YBm Bwdd.
OB, ¢80 ey »D Bwdd oewmrndd Beamds. a8 &
8Os omtes’ alddbimews’ gnd wy D@iwen HBOE.

1894

0O B Dorlved @ud eend ewig gcwnd ¢v) & B8ee®
OBIBOCITOT ©© @6z N OB, ©® VO Wiy g8
Om dn OB BwE. @d@m @8 O edneds’, god
3NOD B80YC eORNEDST OB @Cwur. e edRBICEH
eOmuEW 0008, WYS; O S OFTH ©¥IE FWBRSD
DO Bedxm A w8, owie gsm POGEE
Bedmdr 5@ 0@ Dred w@ise ¢ sl Ay Bwm vision
O BedsIs) vy ¢ ¢das O5Yesy HOOmBD ¥ Ped®
§eFo8s Boemw O 0O, dern® FmH® SO ik
2 DO8n 0B vBON Bedm cOnc Bum Om a8
Boemw »OsTDy A5y, O »OB ged edme Bedsles’.
OO B BROB, & Bwo 0® gdas s80Emme BBEO wewo
ged wedt)D B85 0® eDEed o 8wdd @8 »ndx
@B I8 988wd wf Bwryy ©wd®zND WO &
D0d® 0® Bcwd BOITY ey BuE e¢rx»dn, @® wewo
w8 0085 wwewlow by BEd Vaced Bug
@530 On Db $RBOH 008x, ®O0 wmEs
CEO BEACO RN €nBOID 00857 & »Bo
DD, B BWIBBROA.

GRWLIBD)Y, st LB 5% DarFBs G2
@®o225000¢3
seval, 2 wi ssvall wHmIb CsTHINSEVa] ewLFam
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, HIGHER EDUCATION AND
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Recurrent
Capital

Rs. 206,000,000,000
Rs. 65,000,000,000
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Finance, I move the
following Amendment for the Ministry of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education at the
Committee Stage of the Budget, 2025.

“In page 25, leave out all words in lines 2 and 3 and insert:

Rs. 207,200,000,000
Rs. 65,700,000,000”

‘Recurrent
Capital

®C 38BN

(wrenTyLlE selsrari oauiss)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Does the Committee agree?
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(omesstLyifl@ 2 myriferiaser)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 207,200,000,000, for
Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Recurrent Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 65,700,000,000, for
Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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HEAD 126.- MINISTER OF EDUCATION, HIGHER EDUCATION
AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 39,360,000,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 3,910,000,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 76,425,000,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 49,545,000,000
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Sir, I move the following Amendment to Head 126.

®S 398D ®)

(wreTLLil@ salsreari Sauiger)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Does the Committee agree?

@G OFFOS

(oresstyfl@ 2 miliiewiaeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Resolved:
“In page 25, leave out all words in lines 6 and 7 and insert:

‘Programme 01

Operational Activities Rs. 40,360,000,000 Rs. 3,910,000,000

Programme 02
Development Activities Rs. 76,625,000,000 Rs. 50,245,000,000”

[The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]

(The effect of this Amendment is to increase the Recurrent
provisions and Capital provisions for Expenditure Head No. 126 by Rs.
1,200,000,000 and Rs. 700,000,000 respectively, allocated to implement
Budget Proposal Nos. 15, 26, 44 and 46.)
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Question, "That the increased s um of Rs. 40,360,000,000, for Head
126, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,910,000,000, for Head 126,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 76,625,000,000, for Head
126, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 50,245,000,000, for Head
126, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 126, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 212.- DEPARTMENT OF EXAMINATIONS

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 11,610,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 11,610,000,000, for Head 212,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 212, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 750,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 750,000,000, for Head 212,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 212, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 213.- DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PUBLICATIONS

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 115,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 115,000,000, for Head 213,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 213, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 55,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 55,000,000, for Head 213,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 213, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 214.- UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 75,200,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 75,200,000,000, for Head 214,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 214, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 10,500,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,500,000,000, for Head 214,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 214, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 215.- DEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 350,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 350,000,000, for Head 215,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 215, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 15,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 15,000,000, for Head 215,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 215, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 2,870,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,870,000,000, for Head 215,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 215, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 215,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 215,000,000, for Head 215,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 215, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
HEAD 335.- NATIONAL EDUCATION COMMISSION

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 70,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 70,000,000, for Head 335,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 335, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 10,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,000,000, for Head 335,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 335, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 6.21 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress, to sit again on Tuesday, 11th March,
2025.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake to second the
Adjournment Motion. You have three minutes.
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Next, the Hon. Ashoka Gunasena. You have three
minutes.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe. You have five
minutes.
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It being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.38 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 11th March, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
21st February, 2025.
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