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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH]
in the Chair.

B8 eFx08w 88w 5ID®
Fsorlitléasliul L Lg% rmigser
PAPERS PRESENTED

@07 (§0028w) wBAB ¢®cBw (a@o®ims ww sy,
cesed g0y 85w DardBw e LIRS w)
(sovrplg]l)  apfefl  uwrEgfu -
SWFFHD  Hevall, 2 wi el wWHMID CFTHDHSV
SEWLDEFF(HLD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I present the Annual Report and
Accounts of the Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka
for the year 2023.

(oreryflE Ursw

I move that this Report to be referred to the relevant
Sectoral Oversight Committee.

g S®esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
afleorr @GS sLILIL (5) TmmysClsTererLiLi L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

eunles®
LD&Y)| &3 61T
PETITIONS

@0 (000¢x1) ¢O8m 8O € Owmo (8880 gL S)

(oreryllg (sweuggwi) sbfls Ul L Qubg - FHoTL

S|HLFFIT)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)

©0 Bewd®s »Osnemn®s, ¢duwedEE, @edc,
gom 142/2 ¢oy Bomewnd 688 &.8.8. B BIRS
OWmens’ 1 euTueOR ©® 8EvsIDS.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne)

@G Bewdss mOsNEDROA, OO swm 8eHs oufn®
> 88wxsIDs.

(1) Seobam, 8EEE8O, ¢r®e® @0m, gom 35/75 ¢om
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eOxI&E Ve vy Ci1)gn @B e®; 5w

B) ©@®00p, OO, e sYP®, o 26 ¢oB
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360000 e5;08¢s @329 & Bowsw oz &
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L L ewemufl_ L1 1 gy.

Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

y@HORO D:18m 8Enoy
QT % EH% & 6UTIICLPsY allewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

®S Bewdsns G150

(oressryflg Lrdled surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 1 - 259/2024 - (2), the Hon. (Ms.)
Lakmali Hemachandra.

O BB CHOE 0005 e®emBae

(oressryfl@ L Sgrent (Qesvall) suswred Canwsbdr)
(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I ask Question No. 1.

@ (eedes) »BsIe swBuds Swm (eweds ©H

SO  g@ums B  Peds) w8dded ym

R IAMEESTS10N)

(oresryflg  (sweugglwir) mpafllbs Dwglevev - FETSTILD

WwHMID CeuGFeaT 20T & HWWFFHID HYTFTHISS &L Fulesr

pSHBEHTVTFTEYID)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

©0T Bewd®s mOnemROB, a@r@imns 8w Gasssy,
cwed gsoes 9 DatBwe gidsns ¢@imun8e ednedsy
® 00 yE@O BERS G 8O wewo wBwm e 9
835 0o.

g @ Enm 988en’ BEOO Bowlw wmoz» GE.
afledTTsmed MCIDT (G HIVTEHID FLOTLILIGSE HL L enemuill 11" 1 ).
Question ordered to stand down.

@06 Bewrdts mOrBNEHRO)

(oresrflg Wrdld suTpTLST jeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 2 - 274/2024 - (1), the Hon. S.M.
Marikkar. - [Not in the Chamber.]

Question No. 3 - 381/2025 - (1), the Hon. Rohitha
Abeygunawardhana.
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana)

©C; Bewdess mOsnemn®B, ® 98 yadme awnmd.

@S (e0De¢s) ORC ewenBoTm wm (gdvIvs ©8Y

ceed g5y Bewdds g@imsn®o)
(oreryflg (sweugdwi) wgir QFCeralrser - sewall, 2 wi

sevallll Lrg) oewidar)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of

Education and Higher Education)

OO Bewd®s ®OsnemROB, 8@ 6w Gisnm,
cowed asBm 8y DaBe gldsissy ¢@imsnde edredsy
® 0 ydm»wd BEnGT; @ 8O wew wB ocwm e

9CE 835Do.

g @z Enmwd 988 BEOO Bewlw mom &
QfldTT W6 LD CIDIT (1 HITEHBND FLOT LILIGHS L L ewemuill i’ 1 ).
Question ordered to stand down.
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MUTUR AND KINNIYA HOSPITALS: PHYSICAL RESOURCES

AND STAFF

428/2025

4. ©S 98T ®NC;F Bwmn
(omevsr L@ @)brmest LoaDEnHL)
(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)
@395 5% BB @ BB IeOST &y Y@» - (1):

@ O

(i)

(iii)

Be®cs S8 med, Ond wy BsIBwo
eddnE0E0 ¢ eddme nFFDw R & e
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o0 e0IHEOE 8w OaEed =D
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HETHTTLD HMID ClouGFar 2ol & ewFFenrd Cahl L

afleorm:

(@) ()

(i)

(iif)

FHCHTEwTIOENE TeuL L SSl6dT CLpgHTT HMLD
Slewreniur  eUSHWFTEVEHEHBE 67 SILD
ULPBISLILIL (HeTaTd| 6TETLIENSI|LD;

Qidilgid, ‘s Br5515E ThDaTH G
QUGITHIGET @) Hewmeusn T (ORI BTE
SWFTENEVHEH(E, QUPBISLILL aflsDsm 6V
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

GuoprLig

WUSFIFTEMVHERSGL  Curdlw

9)6ewsT] uLPBISLILIL aflsUsM6D 6TEITLIENS LD,

Ojouir yyMleuryr?

(=) (D)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

GuhLly »USHWFTEVSHEHBGHS CHemeuw et
Quendla auemBIGmaT euBIGHMSDE CLoh6ls Ter
TULI(DID hL_QIIG&HeD T WTHI,

GupLig  spsubleum(y

SHCUTG)
BILjevoTi derfledr

sweugglFrensouileyib
&L ewLOWTHHleu(HLD NGEEID]
sTeTensflhens  GleusuGoupra
6TEH 56N 6T,
GupLy  weusglusTensvseatlsst  yemewflLs
LHD TEHGHED DML Bleuigz) QFiiousHE,
GuhesTaTaTlILI(HID HL_6UIGHENBHSB6IT WTEN6Y;
SleensiiiT LHMID CLPSHTT DeUSSIFTENCVHEN G
Lol

SITT6SUTBIGHET WITEN6,

ST HAHTELY  ClETessT(HeuT TEm LD T6vT

STETUSHGWLD Sj6ulT @)Faen Lidh@ SMlalliiumrym?
(@) @erGmev, eysar?

asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(@)

(b)

©

Is he aware -

@

(ii)

(iii)

that Mutur and the Kinniya Hospitals in the
Trincomalee District have been given the
status of Grade "A";

however, that  physical  resources
conforming to Grade "A" have not been
hitherto provided to the said hospitals; and

that the aforesaid hospitals have not been
provided with adequate staff?

Will he inform this House the -

@

(i)

(iif)
(iv)

steps that will be taken to provide the
necessary physical resources to those
hospitals;

number of consultant doctors currently
serving in each of those hospitals,
separately;

steps taken to fill the staff vacancies
existing in the said hospitals; and

reasons for not taking over the Kinniya and

Mutur  Hospitals to the  Central
Government?
If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

©01 Bewdes DONEHROA, OO yEmwd B8EnJ o®eda.

(®

)
(ii)
(iii)

0.

eNBD BOBFOE 6@ w® &l edB.

©®® edINFEOE ¢ O MEw GINE oSl B5OBwWE @I w0 et BOFDIEH WI® wewa GO®B
©0e)s, ¢ #NO WEw OO BICB® G4 YOrmwE ©ed Bywaind 8. e Oa3Es BERDE 0m0nd swm

3 §ed8 e gro.
Details of BH, Mutur & BH, Kinniya Cadre, in Position - 2025

S.NO Hospitals - Trincomalee Region BH - Mutur “A” BH - Kinniya “A”
Cadre | Inposition | Cadre | In position

1 Medical Superintendent 1 0 1 1

2 Medical Consultant 8 3 8 5

3 Medical Officer 40 41 40 36

4 Dental Surgeon 2 2 2

5 AMO/RMO* 1

6 Administrative Officer 1 1 1 1

7 Matron 2 2

8 Ward Sister/Master 2 8 5

9 Nursing Officer 80 67 80 68

10 Pharmacist 4 4 6

11 MLT 4 3 4 3

12 Radiographer 3 1 3 1

13 Physiotherapist 2 2 1 1

14 Public Health Midwife 12 7 12 12

15 Supervisory PHM

16 Development Officer 1 3 2 5

17 PHI

18 ECG Recordist 2 1 2 3

19 PHLT 1 1 1

20 Dispenser 4 1 4 3

21 Management Service Officer 8 8 5 5

22 Diet Stewards 1 1 1

23 Ward Clerk 1 1

24 Driver 2 2 2 2

25 Attendant 22 9 20 17

26 Cooks 1 3 2

27 Hospital Overseer 1

28 Lab Orderly 1 1

29 Plant Operator

30 Seamstress 1 1 1 2

31 Telephone Operator 2 2

32 Plumber/PMO 1 1 1

33 KKS 0 1 0 1

34 SKS (Ordinary) 40 15 40 20

35 SKS (Junior) 60 33 60 33

36 Watcher

37 Psychologist

38 Occupational Therapist

39 Psychiatric Social Wr.

40 TOTAL 316 213 314 236

1570
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(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)

Beorf), Glmenyey yewwIFi yeuisGer!

Slevsrewilr, PHTT  MeUSSIFTEDVHDOTL  LIwLeTL (B

I BEHLOTS IS TEUSZ,
100,0005@0 Cupul L wHS6T Y bd PeUSS WFTEDVHDETLI

SILIQUTSH6T

B (mHHeTH T S6T.

LWSTURSSHIHSTOTTHST.  WwrHTeNT  Fevuulerd  @)Hs
UGS WFTeDVH6TLI LFTofEs (1piguor? @euhenp whsw
T FTBIBE S5 & 1D
QevGauTs B)(HoHGL 6TaTm g LitenL_ullsVSTeT BTeT (3)hs
allerrenaus Gasl iy hHCHeT. ClEHerrey HewwsFi euisGer,

G T (D6u % 6V ugmofiiug)

eTTEIewL_t (PHevmeugl Gevdls ailarreneud Gasi sler@medr.
PSHTT  meuswsFrensouiledt sweusbsli SIS FST HL_bo

Tl @Lwrppid  CQubhmiF  CFsttaysirermi. () HesTTeL
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STenTUILHSSTHGI. erer@eu, GBI  @m  sweusBlw
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9w allewreursd CQFiw wiguwr? sTerd CaLdlerGmedr.

@0 (e00es) »HBvTe BwBedes Ovmo

(wrerflg (weubslwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

a0 BEBww oddvweEd o0des glmBdiwied
y@@e . i »O8 yodwidw Beamless.
808080 PWOBLT OB 88 WOYR HOBHo.

®5; 9O ®WS;d Bwamn

(omrevorLyfl@ @)rmest LaDEKHL)

(The Hon. Imran Maharoof)

Qaxeryey  Lrgld sFurprwsi SeuisGer, sTeTe)emL W
@) reair_reug CGegls allsarreneuds CslHlsTGmedr.

Flenrswilwr sweusFlwsFreneouley @)L sussl @)siTenLogresr
@uQures Quepn  Urdflepestwrsds srenTliLBElsTmg).
@sewers Fiiugm@Gl U afllwsiser perGlesr(hdasliu
@\msSaTmerr.  ydHTaH
QLGP GBS  USBWFTEDVED W
aghuThseer s allenreurs perblesr(hdsCeussriyw Cpemeu
STenTL LB SSTDGI. OER Y SIOLOFFIT 9j6uirsGer,

WL WTeTD  STewTLILIL_ (HeTer

SL_(h6u M Tesr

Flewrewilwr eweusFwsFreneoullsy @)erGlesrTh LNyFfleneru)d
meugFlwgrensvsaflsd  units
QeucuGauprasd srewrliLbsSlermer. sreug, Dental Unit
oI eyenestw Lifeyssr sesflbsesflwirsds & rewrii@elsTment.

STeRTUILGHEOTDGI.  cTemesri

eTesflemid, evremilur  eveusglwsrensoullsd Ssusurm units
sesflssailwrs @)sVevrs GmoUT®H STeTlLBSSTDSI. bd
UGB UIFTED VD W ENCETM @rmwimeriasr
LWSTUBSHIEDTTHET. HHIWTHSTTY], hiE FHHFemas
Frihs LUVGaum el whisEph Bl CQumidlsiiper. eresrGeu,
slamenflur  eweusSwFrensy Gl alGFL  sHeussid
(QEMEER 2 BIGEHEDL W HTVSH60
9|5 &SDUT(H 6T Bleur gl (Pl )G o6sTH
2 SSTUTHEHMS 2 BIKATTY ST (PIgULoT? sTerr BHrewt sl g

IOV F-3

O&Fuiw

afl (b #esTGme6dr.

@0 (e0Dexs) BB swBedes Onmo

(1oredryfl@ (sweugdlui) poflbs gwgleve)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

©CT OB, ohew® ERB8 o® odfved
©o0ERDBO IR WO BID BOITDewWsI. OO
@ddnE OO eI BB Yoo, g wwDED ¢88
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ORwd® 8¢ wi8x P¥mdr. VIR BEwxImde B,
eddnE e OOCW ®y ©OBD VYO YDrewdn
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NEODEC 8o Bedm & af) i Im wdyder mosim
GBI 0w el OB eBPed BEBsT, s’
%000 BEBY dfm 9w BT oD SR, ¢
WD @B 688 yodws) Bod® 8g wimtms, & Dred®
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CASUAL LABOURERS RECRUITED TO CEYLON MINERAL
SANDS LIMITED: NON-PAYMENT OF SALARIES

444/2025

5. ®S Doy Boge®I®) Wm0
(orehrll@ Fresas wWrgEHTL)

(The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda)

DESsTm

8% DPOWBWHHO 808D 2L HSiensy

a1 y@me - (1):

@ O

(i)
(ii)

@iv)

BC e, Com DB OB ©8®1v®d 2024.07.01
& 80 aBwe® ©wem® Onm WOWS; HHRS
wewy ey oIz G eEOmBHIO  ©®
Omens BBg 019w 0wd 2000 evnds
@0OB O crienie;

QYO 018/205%0 e20endO0 euln O,

RGBTO D198 @0d® wewr ©m) CAD Bwo@rb®
»oede;

RgTed dBwr goEBm®WD® e O CAD
D@8 mOedc;

@53 IR @®® e300 IO eBIE?
(q0) e m®, S @x3e?

&5 05 TLl6D LHmILD Qg miflev pwHFA W resdTENLD
Uallhss) ewwsFamrds CasLL aflsrm:

(=) @) Ho@urien,  @evmiends  sHesflw LDGTEL

sueflsg — 2024.07.01yp  Hagdl e

SD&ETOS g litenL_ulley GsTiflevmeriserTad

Gairggis6\srereriin L oar fluit & EmHd @

(iii)

(iv)

@) siuemy steuails CaugearGom, CasrHLiLicTGeum
QFISHLILILaflsDsm6V 6TEITLINS S WleuTy;

Gy emfluisens@ Gougerid/ GBI
LisoTe) Qggygg)uul_n'smwés&n'm & T 630THI&H6T
wmemne,

Qe flisendsd — Coaugarsamsd  ClFis

BI0USN & 6T(HSSHLILIBILD BL_6MIGHENBHBEIT WTEN6;

Qeuiserg Gasrfld uUTHIETODL 2 MIFD
uBSSIUSHEG THSSLUUBILD  HL GG HENSHHET

wmemne,

STETLISHSWLD j6uii @)FFew Lid@ SMlalliiumrym?

(24) @erGa, rsir?

asked the

Development:

Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M)

whether he is aware that the employees
recruited to the Ceylon Mineral Sands
Limited, Pulmudai for the post of labourer
on casual basis with effect from 01.07.2024
have not been paid any salaries or
allowances so far;

(b)

6)61

(i)
(iif)
@iv)

1574

the reasons for not paying them salaries or
allowances;

the steps that will be taken to pay their
salaries; and

the measures that will be taken to ensure
their job security?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development)
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(The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Second Round.
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ROAD FROM AMBATALE TO GRANDPASS: DEVELOPMENT

274/2024
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
S.M. Marikkar)
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Ui @)dFFemLid@ Mlalliimyr?

(=) @)eT@mev, eyedr?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and

Civil Aviation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether a programme has been proposed
for the development of the road (old road)
from Ambatale to Grandpass;

(ii) if so, the timeframe during which the said
programme is expected to be implemented,
and

(iif)  the manner in which the funds required for
the development of the said road would be
provided?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the House
of Parliament)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Questions under Standing Order 27(2), the Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake. - /Not in the Chamber.]

Statement by the Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya,
Prime Minister.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY:
STATEMENT BY HON. PRIME MINISTER
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I thank you for giving me this
time.
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Yes, Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

®0 Bewdss 5096
(oreryllg Nrdd suThTwsi Sjeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

MG 08 S 05NB% DWD0

(orenTfl@ rall &HesTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, 1 appreciate your encouraging
the particular Standing Orders to butt in when irrelevant
points are raised. But, the matter raised just now is
important, as the Hon. Prime Minister mentioned. I hope
the same sense of leniency would be maintained because
that is the sense of vibrancy required in Parliament.

Sir, is it okay if I raise my Question under Standing
Order No. 27(2)? I had to attend to a medical matter and
got late just a few minutes. So, Sir, could I raise the
Question? If I am allowed to raise it, I would greatly
appreciate it.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)
(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Thank you, Sir. Again, I am sorry for being late since
it was due to a medical matter that I had to attend to.

I would like to ask the following Question from
the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development under Standing Order No. 27(2).

I wish to draw the attention of the Government to
a matter of urgent public importance concerning the
proposed abolition of the Simplified Value Added Tax
-SVAT- system in September, 2025 without ensuring a
guaranteed and efficient refund mechanism for exporters.

The Government has projected an export revenue
target of US Dollars 19 billion. However, the removal of
SVAT without a proper refund system could severely
impact on cash flows, discourage exports and create
financial uncertainty among exporters, including SMEs.
The lack of a swift and transparent refund mechanism
may lead to delays, increasing the cost of doing business
and affecting the competitiveness of Sri Lankan exports
in global markets.

Sri Lankan exporters have to compete in a region
where all benefits are being given to the competing peer
country companies with a very low cost of capital and no
administrative hassles. Sir, I raise this is in light of
President Trump adopting an anti-globalization approach.
So, that is the reason why we have to look at it and help
our companies to reach international state.

In light of all this, I seek a response from the Hon.
Minister of Finance on the following:

1. What measures are being taken to ensure a timely
and a guaranteed VAT refund system before
abolishing SVAT?

2. Evasion of taxes must be eradicated at all cost.

However, in order to achieve that, a feeling of
equity and reasonableness must be demonstrated.
When tax refunds have become a major
"nightmare", do you think adopting this measure
at this stage would be practical? This has been
tried for the last seven years.

3. Has the Government consulted key stakeholders,
including exporters, the chambers of commerce
and the SME chambers on the practical challenges
arising from this decision?

4. Given the Government’s expectation of earning
US Dollars 19 billion from exports, which is
excellent and has to be done, how does it plan to
mitigate the adverse effects of this policy change
on exporters’ liquidity and competitiveness?

5. Will the Government consider postponing the
abolishing of SVAT until an efficient refund
mechanism is fully implemented and tested?

6. 0 Bowdts »HONEHROB, e B8’ O
8@0en, 900 8@ign D1OBICDBLY 00 o & e
0By WO §oe, Doduds Jrm DB I @
@83 3P BBBIHC eDeEE OME BE
omed 0dnn, MWW BE DI BOe BOO auwvy
WOOD g O00e® gmwim @d.

7. @eed cWexses - thepoint of sale, cemden wesids
2®- I appreciate that this was mentioned in the
Budget by the President, the Minister of Finance -
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@0 (e00ex1) »HBvT¢ BwBedes Dvmo

(orear @ (wausglut) pefihs gwiglavea)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

o0 Boewdss »Onemn®B, 8 »OEmInNGE®
OIEn® 988ur Wy HNdd Bewdn 27(2) wder Om
@O el ves 0DNedsY ged blm wdIAD
Boewdes e1@Bn® 8o R 0¢mdr. Y 0® edE1ed
® QCRT® WmOBE, 0®@m wdyowE WS O FO@S
oD BB 00w, 0@, ©O OEROR In&ed
8Om0 9B Beadm eneld®, d aeBone Om DEWO®
88Dclaen eOm. 0 oyd dw wdyws OO o
0. 88 H90d Bewde 27(2)0 adddds e 8@
Beadmds. & 0Ded gog 05IF0dw En 928 ®me
@n8. 2 DO» ovd eP¥nd ©n & OFOJw u 8
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50 wvdewd O yEddrwxs 0O o 0dsTm RO
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@wags OBE Bwo.

O 68 S50 B% DWD0

(orerfl@ rall &HenTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

OO Bewdss mDNNEHROA, ¢dedd I 2O ©° aow
DO, OO HBHOIYD y2E® WODD ¥y S8 BEReD.
e®ime, ©0 eedes uidvemen By Bwo. yddicdnws
B0 OB GOEBDIDR BNW, @O, HYD e®w B0 esd #B
g ecun nEs »nO8 8 928us meg.

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

All right. Hon. Member, we will not make this a
precedent in the future.

MG 68 S BB DV

(oressrfl@ rafl smewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Sir, let us move forward. And, the sense of vibrancy
and openness you mentioned, we appreciate and must be
maintained in the future as well. That is the Parliamentary
spirit which should be there, whether it be the UK
Parliament or the Indian Parliament.

@0 Berdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg LWrgdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha to anwer the Question.

@G (9998 w) aBE vwsin Oum (OGS @@ 3

2882 83080 Bewdes g@imsn®d)

(revrfl@ (HTBS)) Hesfled LwhHs - QBT SjewLodFF(HLd

Qurmerrgry eSS LNrd) SemwFeFmHLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Economic Development)

o0 Bewdds ®DONEHDROB, GG  aLimun®d
005edsY ®® ©o 08 WO TITNHD O FR®ed yE®@O
B8ERTI G @emd.

0= 08 ¢DEOE BDcwd BE ¢v¥ »E® ydm e, But,
before answering it, we need to understand what SVAT
and VAT are. First of all, I would like to mention that it is
not a hasty decision to remove the SVAT system simply
disregarding other things. In the meantime, before
answering the Question, I would also like to draw your
attention to the Budget Speech of 2017. In page page 85,
the Finance Minister states, I quote:

"460. I propose to remove the SVAT scheme as it could hardly
be called simple. It has become redundant with an efficient and
smoothly operational technology driven VAT administration
process brought about by the IRD...."

That is, the Inland Revenue Department.
....... automation system.

461. A refund mechanism at ports and airports will be
introduced for foreigners..."

So, just pay attention to paragraph 460. ¢8 & paragraph
O B0 oFns, O SEED Bumd, "d 0OmemO
@m0 smooth refund system &z IRD &z introduce 5o
BRew. & Bewo ©O propose mSms..." BweEo. gm0 Em
NGO, & eDed dew® refund system dw BPeed
M. 00 00 Beslesd, g HO® wdibed & womdlh
oes ¥, 0® Ded eddE G WOBEmD. T @
885y Byem. @8 dev® mOE W § Ded® nd8, et
page number 1350c Technical Note ©ezf Value Added Tax
Act & woer Beamr, "The SVAT system will be
terminated" Bweo.
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0120 eOHDI. @I BB D Beastery SVAT om
aewdtd BSO. e®ime¢, manipulations eews ewits OB OB
ORE ®@0 0@ SVAT system def Beoadzo.

But, on the other hand, as you just highlighted, Hon.
Member, the abolition of it could lead to cash flow and
liquidity problems for exporters. So, we have taken all
those things into consideration.

e®eme O BB Do edmn, capacity building.
So, we have taken technical assistance from the IMF and
other experts and training is being done. Also, we need
technology. As of now, there are certain things to be fixed
and incorporated into the technological platform. As a result,
we have developed a plan. The detailed plan will be
introduced by the end of June with a simulation. ¢8 o®=»
introduce =dx¥m E=) simulation 20 @), refund
system 9 wosies’ eme®¢ Hws Om w@adsTRews’. &
Ben a8 I o womdd »OmD. O Bmms, e®
9280d2 wimBBHDD OxTH O eIl Bwo.

®C 08 WS €002¥6B2 Dm0

(oreryfl@ rall SmesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

I appreciate what you said because I was the prime
Mover.

@0 (§0D08w) @B F SwsIm Swmo

(wrar g (seorpld) jeflsd guibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

First, may I finish, Hon. Member? So, that is
regarding the basic idea about the refund system.

Now, I move on to the interest rates raised in question
number 6.

I HO® 88 WY I, 388m BT OWD, YEs
DEOIWMCTHmE BFens OFHO Om 08 WD
OO sHg emd Bum Om. Em ICHTCeWsT sHE
OBy Dy, eDeEE ewg ACED® B8, BEmicms O1HSO
REDY v BHEWD vug wm O HOB ewoe. ¥ S I» &
DIFOs BESrews 00 O WO, aoe Y
2887 0 ¢das S Bwr@bn 0B gImn. OF
yBoces B8wd dee dmw - yield curve &z - normal yield
curve dmw 00 on 0y Bedmd. a8 Imd,
pocddmewnd e epwime ¢Bsiesi o® yield curve om
2 . odvewsI® @blm ablcw 508 mcede e®
yield curve ®z turned upside down. & RBwsdes’d, shorter
maturity e¢0E0E0 Bme interest dmz @0l ©mo.
¢wd g normalize @00 Bedmds. & gD ¢t Bedsiesd
normal yield curve ©zz3. Shorter maturity Bwz 91 days
Ded @goig @¢0 g8 S0 efedns, 95T O WHEED
Ofewmy WD Ded® e gmuimen BHO®O vHED
wmn. ¢y 91 days©co around 7 per cent ©ed interest
O ¢ @@ grnw BYED OIS Bedm .

08, O® BEuxImdr V@1 Bws) mCeH®. Do)
sdRBe aneg ©E DG -OVBEZMDD WwW ©¢B)
el gpuime- I @8, IO gEIHO® ¥y Ved
®Ruvs @dE) monitor mSmds. Jod gfes) Bedmdr »H®
28 ©0md% WOF. e®ime, Goeds Vem BEVBwS Bedm Do,
gemRs AR 8RB Bedmd. 08 Bnn B8RO, @@
gm0 D 20 »OOy 8JQ 0dmleny vy 988edd
280 wmdsh WOTTHO edmde, ¢ monitoring mechanism
Om o). 88 BEusImd, edege owmeg e wewr B
e NBB B oY, prediled wme OB3ed® o
apyone ©w yield curve 9 @@izns ®D08mO u Do
Beamd.

@0 Bewd®s ®OnemneB, 998 IOB ydmewss
SVAT o2 8n0 »08 yadmes gnce Beadmds, about the
estimated tax evasion that the Government is worried would
be lost out per year. a8 ®mPo c5ImDs, oo
inefficiencies Beax 0. So, there can be leakages.

But, as of now, we are not planning the SVAT system
or the refunding system by anticipating that this much of
tax would be evaded because if we plan for the evasion
first, what happens automatically is that the system would
also drive to evade that. Then, that would be an
implication. Therefore, our plan is to have =zero
avoidance, but we know that due to practical reasons, we
may not be able to go for that. But, our planning is
different.

Under a very efficient tax system and in a responsible
society, it is the responsibility of everyone to pay the due
taxes and if we just create an environment where
everyone tries to evade or avoid taxation and the
authorities have to try hard with the tools they have to
catch those who evade, it would be a struggle and always,
there would be leakages. We are not planning for such a
situation, but for a vibrant, democratic and a transparent
tax system. We know and understand that it would take
time, Hon. Member. So, that is how we are planning to
do it and, again, I would like to say that we are not going
to abruptly do away with the SVAT system unless and
until we ensure that the refund system works smoothly.
For that, we are planning with the technology being
brought up, without which we cannot do this. You know
that the wvalue-added tax system is more efficient
compared to the turnover tax system, in which there is a
cascading impact. So, to avoid that cascading impact and
in order to implement the SVAT system vibrantly, we
need to connect all the players into the system, but, as of
now, they are not; only selected and registered players are
there. But, gradually, we will move towards that until we
implement a very extensive system. That is our idea and
plan, and we are working with all the agencies.

I will highlight another point - stakeholder consultation.
Not only the exporters and taxpayers, but we are having
consultations with other stakeholders as well. & RBoeses’,
& Bee® »I0wsy siCBCEEO vy mOE B»EHO wy
®0camsd o® mOEH® o8 wmdh. J B8Eacd a8
2088e@sInd, Bugeesns O mOma.
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G 08 WO €0B% D0
(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

6 Bearadss HOzEDO)
(orewsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST SyauiTsser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ravi Karunanayake?

G 68 OB D0

(oreiTyll@ rall &mesTTHTLSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Deputy Minister, I appreciate your very practical
answer. That is what I am getting at. You quoted earlier
what 1 had mentioned. We were all thinking that the
prospective approach ASYCUDA would be introduced
and that it would link up the 34 government institutions.
But, Hon. Minister, the situation is that the officials do
not work in the speed that you and I would like them to.
That is the reason why I said that at that particular
moment. That has been an attempt made for about seven
or eight years. Tax evasion is there. I know that what you
stated is a laudable step, but the point of sale approach
that the President addressed in the Budget Speech is what
you have got to take forward.

The other matter is, when you are competing in a
region where there is an interest rate of 3 to 4 per cent,
our competition basically has a 10 to 11 per cent cost of
capital disadvantage.

Imposing an additional bureaucratic process would
only deprive our exporters from competing under already
difficult circumstances. So, it was a more proactive
approach because being in the industry, I know for a fact
that this is a herculean task. You set about providing
answers correctly. And, let us get together and ensure that
we put this system in place. But, if you adopt the point of
sale approach tomorrow, you would have a quick refund
system in place. I appreciate it. So, let us work together.
As you quite rightly said, the SVAT would not be
implemented until a firm, refund mechanism is in place.
That is the answer required. But, to say September and
IMF-mandated is not the answer. With all authority, I say
that IMF is a way forward, but they cannot dictate terms.
So, you decide on a policy and take it forward. That is the
correct step, I would say without any hesitation. So,
please ensure that it is done.

Sir, the other matter is, the Central Bank makes
Monetary Policy, but they must follow Government
policy as well. You expect Rs. 5 trillion to be your
revenue. With an interest rate of 17 to 18 per cent, you
would never be able to achieve the expected 5 per cent
growth in the economy in the next ten months or by the
end of the financial year.

So, it is in that spirit I raised this Question, being an
exporter. Therefore, please ensure that you take a
practical approach with regard to this issue, like the
Answer you gave. So, I appreciate if the SVAT would be
done away with, with only a guaranteed refund system in
place.

@G (80028w) @B F BswsIn Swvmo
(wrairfle (seorpls]) Speflsd guifhs)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Thank you very much, Hon. Member.

© BB a8ym 980 eudn8own Swmo

(wrevrfl@ FLULSgremt] iaguer sefou Carerdlnian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, I just want a clarification regarding a small point.
So, may I be permitted -

@S Bewdsns D151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could you please wait till the Hon. (Dr.) Anil
Jayantha reply?

@G (80028w) ¢BF SwsIm Dwmo

(oraryl@ (srBlH) ojefle swbs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Shall I first finish this clarification? Otherwise, my
point would be lost.

In fact, Hon. Karunanayake, I would like to mention
that it is not a dictation from the IMF; we work in a
collaborative way on a programme. When the programme
is in place, actions are taken and benchmarks are set. So,
September is a new structural benchmark and it does not
mean that it is something that we have to do
compulsorily. Regarding that particular benchmark also,
they have very clearly stated that we have to establish a
very good refund system and then only we can move
forward. In any case, there may be situations, due to
unforeseen or unavoidable reasons, where we would not
are able to implement that. If that is the case, we have
room to discuss and negotiate.

Just to point out one thing, yesterday, the Hon.
President had a discussion on Zoom with the Managing
Director of the IMF, Ms. Kristalina Georgieva. She also
reaffirmed IMF's continued support to the efforts to
revive Sri Lanka's economy, going beyond the IMF
programme. So, that is that.

Then, regarding ASYCUDA, which you raised about,
the point of sale approach and e-invoicing, I would like to
say that we have to bring in technology to have a very
good system for VAT refund and of course, to go for
point of sale machines and e-invoicing. Initial discussions
and work has already been done in this regard with
consultation of all the stakeholders.

So, thank you very for your constructive ideas. We
will work accordingly.

Thank you.

@G BB a8 1980 eudnB.wn @wmo

(orevsrfl@ L L_Sgrent 9 ieguer sefou GFardlnian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Minister, I would like have a small clarification.
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®G; Bewdss SOr150E )

(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, are you willing to respond to
that?

oG BB @by 980 ednrBow» Swmo

(oreryll@ FLssrent ojTegver &efou Crardlnian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)
This is just a small clarification on the same matter.

Hon. Deputy Minister, you said that a directive cannot
be given by the Central Bank on interest rates and other
decisions made by the banks. The Governor of the Central
Bank also said that they cannot -

@G (B8 w) eBF SwsIm Dvmo

(worenryflg (Currdiflwi) oeflsd mwbHs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

A directive cannot be given, but there are lacunas in
the monitoring system. Of course, the Central Bank is
authorized to direct the banks and the financial
institutions. They are doing it. We know that this is not
something that happens all of a sudden. This has been
observed in the past or during the previous times as well.
So, it is being monitored gradually, Hon. Member. You
know that there is a time lag involved. When these
statutory rates and the policy rates are announced, the
banks may not adjust accordingly. Of course, the State
banks may adjust, but other banks may not. So, to some
extent, the Central Bank can do that. On the other hand,
we strongly believe that a proper market mechanism,
demand for money, supply and the revival of economic
activities would do the rest. So, it has to go parallelly or
hand in hand, I believe.

@G BBt gbym 980 ewdn 8o Owmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L sgremtl ojireguer sefeu Caerdlhian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Minister, the Central Bank Governor
stated that they cannot give directives to the private or
any other banks and that they can only guide them. So,
what is the actual status of it? We would like to have a
clarification whether you have the authority to direct the
Central Bank, whether the Central Bank has independent
powers to make its decisions and whether they can
manoeuvre the other banks.

@S (§0D08w) aBF SwsIm Swmo

(wrabrflE (seorld) Sjeflsd guibs)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha)

Actually, we need to get details from the Central Bank
as to what measures they could take and tools they could
use. Basically, they are supposed to monitor. But, if it is
needed, sometimes, some directives may also be given to
financial institutions like not to engage in certain
activities. Specially, when it comes to interest rates, what
the Central Bank does is, it closely monitors the specified
policy rates. But, of course, we admit that there is a gap
between the policy rates and the current interest rates. As

I just highlighted, parallel actions - the Central Bank's
monitoring actions and the economic revival efforts -
would resolve the problems. As of now, things are going
very well. As I told you, the now normal yield curve is a
very good indicator for investors to see how the economy
is being driven. So, we need to maintain this particular
price level and ensure stability of the financial system, in
the long run. So, that is one of our objectives in economic
revival.

Thank you.
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(orenTyfl@ SwhS &HETTSH V)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

06 Bewdss »Onemn®B,
@wdE500 98B8ss wImo:

swm  BeHsy

"508Be®xin O ©d; (eedes) o®xnesy @bdgrn @wmo
B85 n@ed Doywg »AD @ P00 2025 euad®d 05 8
28Ee@xIned 2 On WO ¢ ®O€, 8Ee®sIneEd @Hds
Bewlo 1188 BIBdm ymwod @drd DO wy Dy BEC
00 838D W8 WE G @."

®0 @3B @8 Bedoi PnISw
(wresstyfl@ (Hmwd)) Crramlef gurf all Gy geor)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

5827 955 o GE.

9 GLoTBlG T,
Seconded.

gamas S8z &Y, wws @@z Ses.
aflsorr BIGHBLILIL B eTMmYS Gl TeTemLiLIL 1.
Question put, and agreed to.

@06 Bewrdts mOrBNEHRO)

(wrevrfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi Sjeuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Commencement of Public Business. Item No. 1 of
today's Order Paper, Appropriation Bill, 2025. Sixteenth
allotted day of the Committee Stage.
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APPROPRIATION BILL, 2025

D00z 300088 2¢O w9 A G&.- [gods: @67 07]
[0 Bowlehs mDznwm29@ G@oesz0;:8) Ses. |
Gapallsv Cuogyh oyrmwiGlummsy.- [Csisd: wris 07]
[wresstyflgy LATSF FUMBTIWST YT BT SEVVMLD UBGHTTH6N.]

Considered further in Committee.- [Progress: 07th March]
[HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]

171 8 B8ww.- m5Im0 ¥ €O HOYR §LImBOSW

01 D2 O ReOW®.- EBEVEYS D1RLIVD) - ZY»IHOEH D Dwe®,
S 475,000,000
sewevriy 171.- wsefli wHmib Amieui IS jewDEFFT
BlapFASH L1 01.- QFwsdpewnd CQFwHLTBST - LeT(HlouHeEh
GFevey, epumis 475,000,000
HEAD 171.- MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD AFFAIRS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 475,000,000

®S B398 BDOs

(wreTyLlE sallgTari ojeuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

First Schedule, the Ministry of Women and Child
Affairs - Heads 171 and 217. Consideration from 10.00
a.m. to 6.00 p.m.

The Cut to be moved by the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna. You have 30 minutes.

[e3.00. 10.22]

6 @6IBH 98 Bedoty DvIBw

(wresryll@ (HHwa) Crranlsd grf allGrger)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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view in the society that when a boy does something, people
say, "Oh, boys are like that. Boys will always be boys”. So,
they are allowed to do things that girls are normally not
allowed to do. Then, what happens is, boys grow up to

become men, and when they do, their naughty, childish
behaviour becomes the norm. @® Bwmtn, a8 & odn @®
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establish a separate domestic law to incorporate the
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e6® @dews. The Convention on the Rights of the
Child oxfemi=f, &8 Article 6 - children’s right to survive
and develop, Article 3 - the best interest of the children -
and Article 12 - having the views of the children heard
and taking them and their evolving capacity seriously -
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look at our Children and Young Persons Ordinance - CYPO -
Jod 388med wews! 0drfesl e®mwxie? "An Ordinance
to make provision for the establishment of juvenile courts,
for the supervision of juvenile offenders....." That means,
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g0 ond =»O&, itis easier to fix a broken child, rather
than a broken adult. A broken adult will cost a lot to the
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28  juvenile justice osfenony, ©® 50® we should look
for diversions in the system. First, we must look at
prevention, to prevent a child from coming into the
system. If they are in the system, to get them out of the
system as fast as we could. And, if a child is convicted
for an offence, if he is an offender, we need to find a
suitable alternative care option for him, instead of
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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®0® u8ED Bwxd, we have to be very focused on a
gatekeeping mechanism for orphanages. The probation
officer must have an opportunity to check into the
reasons, as to why children are entered into orphanages
because, now, due to poverty, without any supervision,
parents admit them to orphanages. Remember, we
consider institutionalization as the last option available
because there is no family environment there. Therefore,
I am requesting the Hon. Minister to focus on that.

We have to have a zero-tolerance policy on violence
against children. We must establish resources for capacity
-building and professional supervision. =0 & wews D5y
»Os¥m @0, Also, Hon. Minister, you might want to
consider additional costs for transport of probation
officers and for some victim support because without
probation officers checking, supervising and working
with those children, we would have difficulties in
delivering justice to those children who are separated
from their families.

Also, at every stage of institutionalization, there
should be a process of gatekeeping and for gatekeeping,
allocate some money if you can. Then, focus on
reunification and consider alternative care policies
because, I know, at the NCPA, there was a discussion to
establish separate alternative care programmes.

Also, family-based care options must be looked into.
Let us look into transforming some institutions into
family care options, if possible. We have to spend money.
€ BorwdE ©:080m »O@gn ®wew ¢sd B8EE Bwed
DO eO». B, @8 0w W WOTTHO Vo,
a5’ ethewnd noes ¢O8 g8l O cOBOEO yog Be®
yOemmds Beadmn. Therefore, we have to have some
allocation for mental health of adolescents, drug
rehabilitation, for vocational training for convicted
persons, to support those who are in these institutions and
to get them out.
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Also, we are going to amend the Children and Young
Persons Ordinance, 1939. It is way outdated and I think
the reform process has also been way too long. It is under
my Ministry. So, I will make sure that it is expedited. ®®
®Oreps wensd Ho8sY Pod 005 EOEBw gdwsY WS,
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan. You
have nine minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha. You have 17 minutes.

[1.09 p.m.]
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Chairman, I am thankful to you for giving me the
opportunity to speak at the Committee Stage Discussion
on the Votes of the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs.
Today is also the International Women’s Day.

Sir, Sri Lanka has achieved a lot in relation to women.
We had the first woman Head of State in the world. At
present, our Prime Minister is a woman, our Chief Justice
is a woman and we have the highest number of women
representing Parliament compared to any other era. So, as
regards to women, we have them in high offices. We also
have a woman DIG. So, women are holding high offices
all over. Even at the local government level, Sir, we have
over 23 per cent women. The Provincial Councils
Elections Act also provides for a 25 per cent quota for
women. So, overall, Sri Lankan women are progressive;
we have achieved a lot.

But, unfortunately, Hon. Minister, we have a male-
chauvinistic society. We have a 52 per cent women
population, but how many of our women are part of our
workforce is a question. There is an issue which I would
like to raise with regard to Muslim women in this country.
As you are aware, the Muslim Marriage and Divorce Act
was brought about in 1951. The community has been
agitating with regard to certain reforms. There have been
various committees, various meetings. We, as Muslim
politicians, also should be held responsible for not
bringing in certain amendments that should have been
brought in. Hon. Minister, you are aware of it. Also as
you are aware, in terms of the general Marriage
Registration Ordinance, the age of marriage is 18. The
Muslims, as a community, are at a consensus that it
should be 18. So, Hon. Minister, I do not think there is
any impediment for you to bring in that reform and for
exceptional circumstances, there should be a proviso. In
addition, if you take the Muslim women’s right to sign the
marriage certificate or give consent, we should bring in

reform to provide for a Muslim woman, at the time of
marriage, to sign the marriage certificate. That is an
urgent reform needed and I do not think you need to wait
any longer because there is a consensus among the
community to do that.

Then, if you take our Quazi Court system, that is
where our divorces are adjudicated while other divorces
are adjudicated in the District Court. We need the Quazi
Court system because it deals with a personal law to us,
but it needs to be strengthened. We need to bring in an
amendment under which women are entitled to be
members or judges of the Quazi Court. That is also an
urgent reform. Further, District Court lawyers, who are
adjudicating, become judges. We also need to have
persons of competence to be appointed to Quazi Courts.
So, consider appointing judges to the Quazi Court also.
Their salaries and the facilities should be attractive, if you
are to bring about that change. So, as regards the Muslim
Marriage and Divorce Act, urgent reforms are needed and
I hope you would consider bringing them in as soon as
possible.

In addition, if you take maintenance, it is adjudicated
in the Magistrate’s Court. But, if a Muslim woman wants
to get maintenance, she first has to go to the Quazi Court,
get an order and then get it enforced by the Magistrate’s
Court. So, I would suggest that you make provision for
a direct mechanism, through which a Muslim woman also
can go direct to the Magistrate’s Court and seek
maintenance.

Hon. Minister, with regard to the Judiciary, I have to
bring up an issue, which does not come under your
Ministerial Consultative Committee, but is a matter of
national importance.

At present, in relation to the appointment of Judges
from the High Court to the Court of Appeal, there are
three institutions involved. That is, the President, the
Chief Justice and the Constitutional Council. Even though
there is no constitutional process for recommending
judges' names to the Constitutional Council, the
President, by convention, consults the Chief Justice on the
basis that the Chief Justice is the Head of the Judiciary.
Unfortunately, in Sri Lanka, when a person's appointment
or a promotion is due, we have a petition culture, not only
in the Judiciary, but everywhere. If anybody is to get a
promotion, there would always be a petition trying to
prevent his promotion, which results in the person who is
entitled to the promotion by virtue of seniority being
overlooked on the basis that an inquiry has been initiated
on a petition. So, that results in, on certain occasions, the
persons who are entitled to promotions being overlooked
on the basis of an inquiry. Some frivolous petitions have
been lodged purely to deprive the promotions.
Consequent to the names being sent to the Constitutional
Council, deliberations are being held only with regard to
the suitability of the names that have been sent and they
do not touch upon the names of the seniormost judges
who have been overlooked. The deliberations do not
provide for a mechanism where a judge entitled to a
promotion by way of seniority and against whom a
purported complaint has been made is granted an
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opportunity to provide a repudiation or an explanation as
regards to the complaint. As you know, there are
legitimate expectations with regard to everybody, but
when it comes to judges, we do not have that. And also,
when a seniormost judge is overlooked - they also have
families - the society looks at them in a different way. So,
there needs to be a collective process where a seniormost
judge, who feels that his name has unjustly not been
recommended, could place his grievance before the Chief
Justice and the Constitutional Council and the merits and
demerits of his grievance would be considered before
depriving that seniormost judge the promotion. Sir, I
wanted myself to be clear in this because this deals with
the Judiciary.

Now, I come to what is under discussion today. Hon.
Minister, something which I believe is important are day-
care centres. If we are to get more women into our
workforce, we need to improve the quality of the day-care
centres for their children and also have more day-care
centres within organizations. Even the private sector
should be compelled to have such day-care centres. That
is the only way of attracting more women to join the
workforce. Also, when women work overseas, as
housemaids or otherwise, there should be a mechanism to
look after the welfare of their children by having day-care
centres and by assuring that they are not deprived of
preschool education.

Another important matter, Hon. Minister, is the estate
wages. Today, an estate worker gets a daily wage of Rs.
1,350. Socially and economically, the most deprived in
Sri Lanka are the estate workers. I think at the Wages
Board, the last regime tried to increase it to Rs. 2,000.
Members of your party also were mebers of the Wages
Board. I would urge you to speak to the Minister of
Plantation and Community Infrastructure and the Minister
of Labour and see that a wage of Rs. 2,000 is given to
them because, always, you have estate owners milking
profits and not giving the estate employee that Rs. 2,000
wage.

That is justly due. And, I believe that the estate
women are the most affected. I started my politics from
the Ceylon Workers’ Congress. Therefore, the estate
worker is always a subject which I would touch upon.

Then, Hon. Minister, I would like to read from a
report with regard to rape and domestic violence in this
country. It states, "One of the greatest problems in the
country is the gender-based violence against women,
especially in the public transport system." So, that has
also been raised in it. As per a UN survey conducted in
2013, the "Daily Mirror" Editorial of 05™ of March 2025
reports, three out of five women are victims of domestic
violence and a woman is raped every 90 minutes in our
country! However, less than five per cent of the culprits
are brought to book. We have a mechanism with regard to
domestic violence; it is a very powerful tool. So, you
could work with the police and have awareness
programmes to bring the provisions of the Prevention of
Domestic Violence Act into public domain. In terms of

208Ee®xsInd

1632

the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act, if a woman is
abused or threatened, she can go to the Magistrate’s
Court and get a restraining order. But, unfortunately,
women are not aware of it. It is a very simple
mechanism, but a very powerful tool. You can get a
restraining order to prevent the man who purports
violence against his wife from even coming home.
Therefore, please look at it because that is a very
important aspect.

Then, let us look at women who go overseas for
employment. Unfortunately, the majority of the women
go as housemaids and they are unskilled workers or
skilled at a lower level. We need to promote more skilled
women leaving the country for employment overseas.
When women go as housemaids, there is a grave social
cost and that also should be looked into. We should try to
discourage women who have young children from going
overseas as housemaids by giving them income-earning
opportunities in Sri Lanka and empowering them. I
believe a lot of self-employment programmes have been
initiated and thereby, a lot of women who thought they
need to go abroad have opted otherwise, not to leave the
country.

Another important issue that women in this country
face is sexual harassment at workplace. We have a
society where women are shy to go and complain that
they are being sexually harassed by their bosses. So,
sexual harassment takes place in Sri Lanka. You have a
lot of people in power against whom there are cases of
sexual harassments filed by employees. So, you should
have a 24-hour call centre which deals with issue of
sexual harassment. You must encourage women who are
raped, sexually harassed or subject to domestic violence
to bring the culprits to book. Unfortunately, they feel that
there is a social stigma. A woman who is raped is scared
to go and make a complaint to the police thinking that if
she goes and makes a complaint, the society would look
at her in a different way. Unfortunately, she is the victim.
So, we need to educate the society also that these people
should not be looked at in a different way.
Unfortunately, when a woman is raped, she - the victim -
has difficulty in finding a partner. So, this is a serious
issue, which we really need to look at.

In addition, if you take children in this country, child
abuse takes place at a greater rate, against which we need
to bring in a mechanism. Generally, if you take schools,
there are instances where teachers have sexually harassed
children.

But, a child is not aware what sexually harassed
means. So, they should include it in the school
curriculum and every school should conduct programmes
to explain children that if anybody sexually harasses
them, the law would take care of them. In addition, in
schools, there should be a mechanism where there is a
special, dedicated person - either the principal or a special
person assigned - to whom any child, who is sexually
harassed by their school teacher or by any other teacher,
could go and complain because sexual harassment of
children is on the rise. So, that also has to be looked at
very seriously.
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In addition, if you look at opportunities given, the
children in the North have suffered a great deal. They are
victims of war. So, we need a special programme to
empower them. You need to give more focus on widows
and orphans, especially in the Northern Province. We
need to address their problems because they have really
suffered during that period. So, how do we empower
them? I am sure we could get a lot of foreign aid for that
and that Sri Lankan expats living abroad would also
contribute immensely towards such a programme. So, if
you could initiate a specific programme to empower those
widows and children who have suffered in the North and
accelerate that programme, it would be a great help
socially because they really need upliftment.

Hon. Minister, you have been given a Ministry and a
task - 52 per cent of women in this country look up to you
- to change their economic and social standard. I believe
you could give leadership to them and hope you would
take cognizance of certain issues I raised with regard to
children and empowering women.

Thank you, Hon. Chairman.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha. You
have 12 minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda. You have 14
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Chanaka Madugoda, you have only two minutes
more.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka
Thilakarathne. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, your time is up
now.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella. You
have 19 minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake. You have 15
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya
Ariyarathne will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. (DR.) (MS.) KAUSHALYA ARIYARATHNE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 15,234,000,000 for
Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Recurrent Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 842,000,000 for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 475,000,000 for Head 171,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 171, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 29,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 29,000,000 for Head 171,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 171, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

02 9 D(DeBOND.- 308D DRe3OVB
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Wer(heumen GFevey, epumia 13,200,000,000;

CLPVSBETE ClFevay, emumis 284,000,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 13,200,000,000;
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 284,000,000
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 14,300,000,000 for Head
171, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 171, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 734,000,000 for Head
171, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule
"put and agreed to.

Head 171, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 217.- DEPARTMENT OF PROBATION AND CHILDCARE
SERVICES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 57,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 57,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 402,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 402,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 77,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 77,000,000, for Head 217,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 217, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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At 5.59 p.m., the Hon. Presiding Member left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Monday, 10th March,
2025.
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It being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.31 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Monday, 10th March 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
21st February, 2025.
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