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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Rohana Bandara)
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e @)dFFemus@ Mlaliimrr?

(2) @)sTCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of delays and cancellations of
flights of SriLankan Airlines in each of the
months from 01.01.2024 up to now,
separately;

(i) the cost the organization concerned had to
bear additionally because of that; and

(iii)  the measures that will be taken with regard
to the delays and cancellations of flights
referred to above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma - Deputy Minister
of Finance and Planning)
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Number of delays and cancellations of flights of Sri Lankan Airlines in each
month from 1.1.2024 up to Dec’24 separately
Jan'24| Feb'24| Mar'24| Apr'24| May'24| Jun'24| Jul'24| Aug'24| Sep'24| Oct'24| Nov'24| Dec'24|
ol ISR en Hlights 1,015 8aa| sso| s83| o26| 85| 991| 996| 970| 979| 926| 1,006
during the month
Numberof FlightsCancelled |  192] 194]  270]  40] 34| 117 19| 17] 15| 24] 59| 63
Number of Flights Delayed 15
minutes more than the
scheduled time 430 383 260 282 286 390 318 253 278 256 410 275
Number of Flights Delayed 30
minutes more than the
scheduled time 284 278 172 185 157 273 188 149 175 157 305 151
On Time Performance (for
departures within 15 58% 55% 70% 68% 69% 55% 68% 75% 72% 74% 56% 73%
minutes)
On Time Performance (for
departures within 30 72% 67% 80% 79% 83% 68% 81% 85% 82% 84% 67% 85%
minutes)
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IMPORT OF RICE FROM 14.11.2023 TO 13.11.2024: DETAILS

104/2024

2. ©6; BB ¢088 Bswedms Owmo
(oressryLll@ FLLsgrewnt swrdpP QuCsdssT)
(The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(o) B)eirCmev, eresr?

asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food

Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the amount of rice imported during the
period from 14" November, 2023 to 13
November, 2024;

(if)  separately, the amounts of rice imported by
the Government and by the private sector
during the aforesaid period,;

(iii) whether rice was imported to Sri Lanka
after the Presidential Election held in 2024;

(iv) if so, the aforesaid amount of rice,
specifying separately the quantity imported
by the Government and the quantity
imported by the private sector;

(v) the reasons for importing rice;

(vi) the import price of a kilogram of the
aforesaid rice;

(vii)  the price at which the aforesaid rice was
issued to the market;

(viii)  the price at which the said rice was sold to
the consumer; and

(ix) the amount of tax levied by the Government
on the aforesaid rice?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe - Minister of Trade,
Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
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asked the Minister of Labour:
Will he inform this House -

(@)

(b)

@

(ii)

(iif)

the number of institutions that are required
to pay contributions to the Employees’
Provident Fund;

name of each such institution and the
amount to be contributed by it to the Fund,
separately;

measures that will be taken to recover the
said amounts of money?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of projects proposed to be
implemented with Japanese assistance from
the year 2015 up to now;

(if) the number and the names of the projects
that remain halted at present, out of the
above projects; and

(iii) the measures that will be taken to resume
the above projects?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
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APPROPRIATION BILL, 2025

D02 e3800DE 200 e DR GE.- [gwdes: @82 05]
[0 200220032029 @0 §Boe2200369 Ecs. [

Gapallsv Cuogyd oyrmuiGlmmsy.- [Casisd. wris 05]

[tomsosTL LS FLITBT WIS YT IH6IT HEDVSDL UB)SGSTT 6T, ]

Considered further in Committee.- [Progress: 05th March]
[HON. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

111 02 88sw.- @e30dx &3 B25IDoS
&®@rmDwW
01 22 D@eOWD).- EREVYS DBV - PYHGOEDD Bwe®,
St 169,641,998,000
seoeriy 111.- &argrr wHHID Ceu@Gsear sar_& oIS
BlapFASHL L1 01.- Qrwsdpenpd CFwHLT®H ST - et (Hloubeh
GQ#evey, epumii 169,641,998,000

HEAD 111.- MINISTER OF HEALTH AND MASS MEDIA
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure, Rs.
169,641,998,000

OO 8808BR )

(oressrLl @ sallerart ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

B8€8OD CBeEIDG, @IS B BBIDIWB FIMBIRE -
O B8w go 111,210, 211, 220 ez 308.

ez DEO® y¥D we 10.00 8O @0 wo® 6.00 ¢z,

0 98e® ewdsznd, the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan
Jayawardhana. You have 20 minutes.

[9.44 am.]

oG (e0Dexs) BT esast BedED Swmo
(renrfl@ (swousdlwir) sallbhs Canmagmer s uwieuiser)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
Hon. Chairman, I move,

"That a sum of Rs. 10 be cut from the Recurrent and Capital
Expenditures of each Programme, as per the tradition, out of the
Heads of Expenditure Nos. 111, 210, 211, 220 and 308 pertaining
to the Ministry, other departments and institutions coming under it
and scheduled to be taken up for discussion today, Thursday, 06™
March, 2025, at the Committee Stage Discussion of the
Appropriation Bill, 2025.”
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(wrenrLilEg salsrari ojsuirss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih. You have 14
minutes.

[11.00 a.m.]

©6 (eedes) B8 @@ Owm

OB O 5 2MNCH 8B RHE)

(wrerfl@ (sweusglwi) Mevall Fredl - Nrdd FurmTws LD

GussafeT sallFrarmid)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih - Deputy Speaker and Chair of

Committees)

Hon. Chairman, I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you for the time allotted to me to speak at the
Committee Stage Discussion of the Budget, 2025.

(Bewdess

Today, we deal with the Heads of the Ministry which
has literarily touched the lives of each one of us, the
citizens of this country, from the day we were born, that
is from our first breath, and thereafter, throughout our
lives until we breathe our last. We all look forward to a
healthy Discussion and I am happy to say that it has,
indeed, been a healthy Discussion since it was started by
the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana from the
Opposition. Thereafter, the Minister of Health and Mass
Media came out with his comments and the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition had very positive suggestions. So, it
has been a very cordial Discussion so far.

The Government of the day, from its maiden Budget,
2025, has allocated a sum of Rs. 604 billion to the
Ministry of Health and Mass Media. If we take the
allocation to the Ministry of Health and Mass Media for
this year, there is Rs. 496.3 billion under Recurrent
Expenditure and Rs. 107.3 billion under Capital
Expenditure.
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Speaking of healthcare of the urban middle and lower-
middle class population of the Colombo Central, which I
represent, their general health is already compromised
due to the strangulated economic conditions. Many are
families, where both parents have to work, mostly as
informal daily wage earners. They usually end up seeking
healthcare from dispensaries and pharmacies in their
vicinity for the reason that they have to face the language
barrier when they go to State health institutions. Another
reason is, as the Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan
Jayawardhana who opened the Discussion for the
Opposition said, the long delays that people have to
endure at the outpatient departments of hospitals. That
makes it essential for the parents to stay away from work,
many of whom, as I mentioned, are daily wage earners. It
also makes it uncomfortable for the parents to leave the
other children at home while the mother or the father
takes their sibling to hospital. So, all that makes it
necessary for those families who scrape the bottom to
seek medical treatment from a private dispensary in their
vicinity operating on a day-to-day basis. I am certain that
the digitalization process initiated by the Government
would ease such delays and streamline the services,
cutting down on the time the patients have to spend at the
OPD. The phenomenon of seeking medical services from
the nearest dispensary - as a private practitioner, |
witnessed it - has had a surge. There was an increased
number of patients who came for private medical
treatment, although they could not afford it, during the
tragic incidences where infirmity and even death of
individuals resulted mainly among those who chose to
seek medical treatment from government institutions, and
it was due to the low quality or substandard medicines
and even contaminated injections. Those drugs were
procured not due to ignorance, but driven by man’s greed.
It is not a mere crime against humanity, but also a sin
against humanity.

The poorest of the poor were the worst affected. Let
bygones be bygones as we resolve to ensure that such
unfortunate, unforgivable incidents never ever happen in
our nation.

Another factor that greatly contributes to infirmity and
sickness among people of urban areas I mentioned earlier
is the poor environmental conditions. As you would
know, open drains, poor sanitary conditions and the
overtly unhealthy state in and outside of their dwellings
contribute to communicable diseases. With the “Clean Sri
Lanka” concept and initiative by the Government, we all
hope that those factors would be effectively controlled,
managed and addressed.

The Hon. Leader of the Opposition spoke about the
brain drain that has affected the health sector of this
country. Yes, the brain drain has been a stumbling block
when it comes to maintaining an effective health service
in this country. Every segment of health service
providers, be it consultants, medical officers, nursing staff
or every category of trained paramedical technicians -
perfusionists, physiotherapists, speech therapists or
audiologists - chose to leave the shores of this country.
The downfall in the economy, the deteriorating law and
order situation, the education opportunities available for

their children and other factors, too, were contributory to
this brain drain. Though better salaries abroad was one
attractive factor, it was not the only factor; it was because
people just, sadly, lost hope in their motherland. They
chose to leave mainly for the betterment of their children
seeking for better education, better security and a better
law and order situation where they could raise their
children in. We all hope that with the "new reawakening",
this trend affecting not only the health sector, but other
sectors as well would be reversed and brought under
control because every one of those who left the shores of
this country did so only physically; they all left their
hearts in Sri Lanka, the land we all love!

Another factor that I noticed affecting the people in
the area I come from is substance abuse and narcotic drug
usage. Today, that is a major factor for the negative health
consequences of the users themselves and their families
mainly among the urban population. That menace and
curse to our society is causing various social evils in
addition to breaking up the very fabric of families in the
society.

I would like to tell you that I, as a doctor, have come
across increased use of substance and narcotics by women
of this society, especially where I come from. It could be
the same in other areas, too. I have even come across
mothers who were five or six months pregnant and who
came with their other children, sat in front of me and
asked, "e0008, 9ec o g8 Snw 0O DO
oy de?" First, I was confused as to what they meant by
"2&ed"; 1 thought they were talking of cool drinks. But,
no, that was the narcotic, crystal methamphetamine which
has become a menace to this society. So, what do you
expect the health of that mother and the unborn child
would be? We, the Government, will certainly address
that issue. We have to address that issue in different
angles, while law enforcement is a necessity. We also
have to include education among the categories of such
persons who may have a tendency for such addictions,
counselling, rehabilitation and taking steps to integrate
such rehabilitated people into the society.

Then, the Government of the day has allocated Rs. 1.5
billion for control and prevention of communicable
diseases. Our preventive health service has been the pride
and the diamond on the crown of our health service
admired by many countries in the region. The
Government has implemented a plan and a programme
for health screening of all individuals above the age of 40
years in order to detect very early non-communicable
diseases such as heart diseases, diabetes, vascular
diseases, kidney diseases and neurological diseases which
come up among the aging population. We, as a nation, are
also faced with an aging population, for which the
Government has drawn up a plan.

I also wish to state before this House that the
Government has allocated a sum of Rs. 32.4 billion
towards maintenance, rehabilitation and improvement of
the existing health service infrastructure, which includes
completion of the construction of certain hospital
buildings that had come to a standstill. This is in addition
to the Rs. 3.2 billion set aside for constructing new units
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at certain identified hospitals around the Island. Key
welfare projects are also addressed in the health budget of
2025. This includes a nutritional food package for
expectant mothers, for which a sum of Rs. 7.5 billion has
been allocated. The reviving of the Triposha Programme,
which has already begun, is a great blessing for expectant
mothers and children alike. I remember how mothers used
to come to the clinic with their children and the joy on
their faces when they got those two packets of Triposha;
it brought happiness to the faces of the children and the
mothers. So, that is a very welcome move and I think it
should continue until this nation needs it. The "Suwa
Seriya" Ambulance Service, which was mentioned by the
Opposition Member who opened this Discussion, is also
allocated Rs. 49 billion in this Budget.

Better salaries and allowances to doctors, nurses and
the other categories of medical staff have been an issue
since that new Budget was presented. The Hon. Minister
of Health has taken so much pain to explain in detail and
categorize this increase to this House and to the nation as
such.

The Government and the nation truly appreciate the
sincere dedication of the staff of the health service, which
has served this nation so far, and their proclamation that
their trade union action would be put off. I also would
like to emphasize that doctors have the greatest passion
for their career and profession; they sacrifice their
personal time with their families and for leisure to be at
work. Out of the nursing staff, 95 per cent are women
who have multifaceted roles being a daughter, a wife, a
mother and a homemaker. And, it touches us all that they
come to duty, for example, in a paediatric ward, when
their own children are sick at home or that they come to
look after elderly patients in hospitals or other institutions
while they also have old parents, who may be bedridden,
at home. That is, indeed, laudable and is always
appreciated by this nation.

®S 398D ®)

(wrevTLLil@ salsreari Sauigsr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

®0 (e00¢xs) Bedd @ @wmo
(wressryfl@ (weusdwir) Mevall Fred)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih)

Please, give me one more minute, Sir.

I would like to state that, as I mentioned earlier, this
Discussion has been very healthy so far; each of the Hon.
Members of the Opposition who spoke before me, the
Hon. Leader of the Opposition and the (Dr.) Kavinda
Heshan Jayawardhana, were very passionate on
improving the health sector of this country, and the whole
House appreciates that.

In conclusion, I would like to share my personal
experience. Every day when I come into Parliament
through the Members' Entrance, on either side, I see
pictures of Hon. Members of Parliament who had served

before us and left. They had served before us. Sometimes,
I keep my bag on the ground, look at those photographs
and think of the good legacy they had left behind. I would
like to say, let us all resolve that we leave a good legacy
behind, which would be celebrated by generations to
come. It reminds me of a quotation that I always valued
and I would like to share with you, if you could give me
thirty seconds, Sir: “One day this world would remember
us for the good we did, for those with whom we had
nothing in common, except our shared humanity.”

Thank you, Sir, for the time given to me.

@0 (e0Dexs) BT ePsast BedERD Swmo
(wressryfl@ (weusdlwii) sallbhs Cameagresr goweuigerr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®C B3WIBBO

(wrenTyLlE selsrari ojsuiss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, what is the point of Order?

@0 (e0Dexs) BT esast BwedED Swmo

(wrenrfl@ (sweusdwir) Hallhs Cameagmer s uwieuiser)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)
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@dIBsT O e®W e WD, BW B0 Oe.

@O BWIBBRO

(wrenrLilE salsrari ojauirss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

@0 (e00exs) BBIE esasy LD Swmo

(revryfl@ (sweusdwir) sallhs Camagmer s uieiser)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana)

B0 BDBBROB, OO FOBRSed gdws B8 ©©
@®w 9Bux WwosTeny.

8 widemw BEACO VInSed DI e WS
2emBr 8o BwiOm wom o o®ms owd
o3 Es o C1E¥ON BwoFdOm oIy yOOsT O Pm®
01608, ©S HOBHOA.

©0 (e0Dexs) »H>EBT¢ SwBedes Ovmo

(wrer e (weusglwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(wrenTLLil@ salsreari oauigsr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam, you have 12
minutes.

®0 (000¢x1) 8FO5¢sT wBBE0® Wm0

(omevsrL L@ (eweudgBli) LIGLBTHET F&dwedlhigsLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)

Hon. Chairman. I was informed that I have 14
minutes.

®G B398 BHOs

(woresstLyblg sallsrari ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes, I will give you 14 minutes.

lp.u. 11.17]

@0 (000¢x1) 8FO5¢sT w8BBE0® Bwmo
(orenTfl@ (sweudbgluir) LSWBTHET FddwedBIgsLD)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)
Thank you so much.
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®S 398 BDO)

(wreTLLil@ salsreari Sauigsr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

FWRGO DT WNBWHO Grotsmewss) 9O Howw,
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LIgSlFE  FLTBTWST  Yeuidser

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

®3G 38RO

(wrenTLLil@ salsreari Sauigsr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you may continue, please.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardena. You have
18 minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, you have two more
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Presiding Member, today is the 17" Death
Anniversary of the late Member of this House,
Mamanithar Sivanesan, who was killed by the military in
a claymore attack. I would like to pay my respects to him.
And also, since we are discussing the Votes of the
Ministry of Health and Mass Media, I must mention that
the Tamil media world lost two iconic figures: the
founding proprietor of “Thinakkural”, Mr. S.P. Samy,
who was a legend in his field and an institution in his
own right and also the late Editor of “Thinakkural”
Sunday Edition, Mr. Bharathi Rasanayagam, whose last
job was as the Editor of the Jaffna “Virakesari” edition. I
would like to pay my respects to both of them also.

With regard to the situation in the Jaffna Teaching
Hospital, Hon. Minister, its Director has issued me a
letter; he actually produced the letter to the District
Coordinating Committee. I will table it and give you a
copy of it. It is a fairly comprehensive letter which calls
for a cadre review and approval of various figures. The
details are there. I would not go into it because I do not
have time. He also asks for infrastructure development
and specifically calls for a new maternity unit, a
dedicated cardiology and cardiothoracic unit, a special
unit for advanced treatments and infrastructure facilities
for more than 30 clinics. Of these four requests - they are
equally important - if I may draw your attention very
specifically to the first one, a new maternity unit, it has to
be done, Hon. Minister. The maternity unit in the Jaffna
Teaching Hospital was destroyed in 2012 because it was
dilapidated and since then, 16 wards are now functioning
in the space of four wards. If you go to the unit, you
would see that it is in an appalling situation, where
mothers have to sleep on the floor and it is just
completely unacceptable. Also, from where the current
ward is functioning, mothers have to walk, after C-
sections and other major operations, for almost 20
minutes to feed their babies in the post-natal care ICU.
So, it is just completely unacceptable! Therefore, you
have to prioritize that; I urge you to look into it and start
something immediately with regard to that maternity
ward.

The Director also asks for land. The Jaffna Teaching
Hospital is supposed to be the fourth national hospital in
the country. There is a land situated in the Meenachi
Amman Road, a property of the Jaffna Teaching
Hospital, which is currently being occupied by the
security forces. So, he is asking that that land be returned
to the hospital. He also asks for the land belonging to the
Building Materials Corporation that is situated in the
Clock Tower Road. So, these are matters that I would
urge you to look into.

The second issue that I wish to bring up very
importantly is the Tellippalai Trail Cancer Hospital. As
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you know, Hon. Minister, the Tellippalai Trail Cancer
Hospital, even though it is staffed under the Jaffna
Teaching Hospital, is physically in the Tellippalai Base
Hospital. So, there is this dichotomy of the Base Hospital
and the Cancer Unit which comes under the Teaching
Hospital. Therefore, there are some recommendations the
doctors there have made for their convenience and for
more productive operation. A separate director and an
accountant to manage the cancer services is mandatory,
according to them. Then, a separate matron and an
overseer to manage the cancer services. All the staff be
brought under the same administration is what they are
asking for. Then, with regard to funding, a separate
allocation of funds for the cancer services is essential. At
the moment, again, it is a dichotomy between the Base
Hospital and the Jaffna Teaching Hospital. So, they are
asking for a separate dedicated funding.

With regard to the support services in that A Grade
Base Hospital, they want the filling of the existing
positions, at a minimum, the vacancies for the Consultant
Pathologist and Consultant Haematologist, in the
upcoming annual transfers. Also, their pleading is that the
Tellippalai Trail Cancer Hospital be given a CT scanner. |
think you would agree, Hon. Minister, that for a cancer
hospital to work without a CT scanner is difficult; if so, I
cannot understand how it could be a cancer hospital. So,
that is also something that you must look into.

Finally, with regard to the question of dispensers,
there are serious shortages. Some time ago, I brought up
the issue of the dispensers and the Minister has been good
enough to call for some training of those dispensers and I
welcome that. But, the practice around the region and
globally also is that, they have been phasing out
dispensers. The pharmacists say they have almost a
thousand who are fully qualified and who are unemployed
at the moment. I think their request is reasonable. I have
also spoken to the dispensers and they are quite happy to
be absorbed into the pharmacists' cadre, to replace the
dispensers' cadre with pharmacists and to make those
appointments, Hon. Minister. The reason I ask for this is
that at the lower levels, you would agree, it is only the
dispensers who have to be filled and pharmacists cannot
be filled.
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(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

And, with regard to dispensers, there was such a huge
shortage that they were covering two, three people's job
and they just could not physically manage. The same
situation exists with regard to the pharmacists and I
strongly urge you to consider their request. I have a note
with regard to other situations in the Northern Province. I
will hand it over to you because I have very little time and
would ask you to look at that also.

Thank you.

DO Y0306 TGS

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@G Botd emdCws? O5IEn®. IO Bznd 13»
MR Bedm .

[e.20. 3.58]

®5 Botd @S essy Dwmo

(omevsrLyifl@ Hbisv GBeLF6IT)

(The Hon. Kins Nelson)

GowonGe) 00 OEROB, oweds ©wYH SHSIs
2@mened D B8y ©OITIVewWwsT HOITeds IO
w® DDcedd acwd 98un WosTm CIPI® v ©® wng
eOmD. B0 euvd ®mD WOY B HOBDS, BwEecsn®
BOed, eweds Beodnw cdnedsy o® gw Oiw REST ewie
8 BEeder 98ur mdEr @ddBsY gdur minym yodsy
888 umETDe CR ¢ BwE8.

ged Ced DB cam RDB® JIR® DD ©wmeds
Bedpned By eedndd;, BEDBET ¢ nd »beadEw
@@ ¢@eRwd ECA I oende g8 88
WO 5. ged OO0 @mdd Dwenmw ¢y DEEEH
ern®8. 8eC oW eBY Desedn® W1§Tm® v
oo O & 068w ®wd NGB IEHD, B
Wedned D8 mOy eedesdd;, BEN3 LRVE® Hy®imad
B0 WEr. @D Dwedmw GO0 G®, @O
yBm0 Psdmen 8RO eweeITIHGD EHBmed
O Bwrie ecdne a8 E &€ & gdom® & dFmed
BN OO . OO0 OB, SwnIed ©wIEWdl ©ds
DD, & 8o 0B yBMIS BBE WG SOTOBIH
O B OB B FOemes esieersInrId® Sdfmed
OBwrie eddnE & 0Omedsy B8 WOE), V¢ ©da
WOy @O #n® BwEeerw® & ¢dem®, DO »SO
2000 dmE OO »en. @8 & gw 88ex momd. o®
2D ed RYsIO EnBosn eOma.

@¢ D) 80 00 nE ¢geBOES DB OWINOD QBN
Bedmrydn. ced 00 ¢@Bn® BOD, Resd B8 RO
G8uE 3Bwm 185x% 00 mEE Bedm®r BrEr. Rosd
Ded® nOB eeDsOC Y ewg BEdsTed we. edews)
BRed O mx 0@  ©edesdo, 0w BEW8sT
BDHO. eedBOS; e DR W, 00 BnE eews
B0, 8x8e mEed O¢ edewn eezndr BOD.
Vaccines gineg g0t »9 Bedmds BdD. emnewns
eRewvs DEe 00 RED evNdi. e®dr 83w oI BE
BOwE 6O nE W BOD. &m ¢ud BEwsinmy edmdr. ©d;
OB ©® wwied @uiey Bwo OO 60 owdEzd
DO .

208 0ed HBD Vvl Bw®m ¢lmBe Bedmdr. @®
0O nEg BEsm® BOD 0w DHed®, 88 GBBm®
WO edonx B8O ¢8 «dFw mo N Bw ynd. ged
6ed lab om=w Byend hi-tech labom= oo, edewsf
»8w0 s ®OE ICT®. 88 00 OB ewdsnn
DO, ©® gw D1ews’ A8 Jos IROsTIed dgw aw
Drewst ©8 G 005t WO ¢ed JO ne hi-tech lab Ows
O BwEo. Omemd qud yodxsl, ged OO0 ernems
Resd e@mdie Buey s8=w S ACTD. Dovd® K»Ow
B Beo nO8 v98w mced 8BLysied gl asid deood,



1319 2025 @& 06 1320

®Goed, ¢G5O B Pood, av dBE Poed. Yev® Hoed
9108 eRewnr 0O BEd eomy Bwe. & B HB® Redd
Bwo®s ¢lm8w »dwr a8 OB nOwE wigedy, gusd
3005T BD108 erews S ged @dIBsI0 Cah ecsIs.

Sodvewss’® RBexsim Q2 1 BewoddmHw O
©eEITINOR EEmed BuyiFen®) HedBe oFm®
e0ONBeds, #EHC PodBe oCH»O® emIwedny
@CINEOE DRCE gijws) Bedsy 0. ;I ®DOGITIO ¢Ot
38Be OB D@1 D0Y BN Y. & Dred® Bdemw en®
g 0w BwnsI® ®an ©@8600 3B edfvnE B Do,
eECITIHORD ShSwme ne. SodvewssI®  @ewid
PedBwe oEmO® emOwed Bedmy eddne oems &8
BEO swE®O= 59

GRow0Ge) ©O OTEROB, g0C®-8E Hpod&s eCm»®
@OMBed Beds) edfneE ®an @80ivied ¢gd&mHoenw
BC D80 2 Dm0, @8 ed@m o S8 End® BDDo.
©® ®8Bed®sined a8 80 »EMY @® o B» WEH.
OB 0O I Bwo@m @Dy mwi. O HOBROA,
©® wew Bods DML 0wd WO BaE 9EE°
8O, e®ime, goR®8e Bwsiesy 110,000 &5ym0Dzf
80 O WwedBe eC®O® ewdwen. & ediveE
Odmund o, 8Bw gdewr Becd®dd 50, 60z
©BIEEITHGD Oy eddnEd O8I e, & Dried® »HOG
OB ©DOGT wewo gd@s  sYE®® & edTvE BnE VL.
©® edlnE gvndyle eddnexs D0 vy wegwy, o
yodade 805 05 110,000 “m55000, & eddBsI0 ecim
D0 e¢sim YOOTT.

BeodBersi® 0megITIHGD OMOE dTHE O
Basey Aoy, RowG) @0 OEROA, e® ORo
eddnE @0 B Jhews’ CIEe ©Srmowrs. DO
@I85y wcws & Ded v wOyse 0dm oddveE
Comned® mnw. e® eddwed dialysis @mosim aes?
snEm® 678 Byes, Hoostom Ostesy sy 488.
Bo®m 00DesD0 58 e OeDE® 00O BDO Beo OB
©8® 0D e¢sIm A8 DR BedrIesy. K0 HOBROA, &¢
OO 0dow Dwernw Dred. cOBHO EBEECITIDID
estnecs 80 eddBxs) 10000 D& e@-adx dialysis
WO, BB m8w OHWARCHE 050 B Bwo e® gwd
688 snyg®O ER @I B @D BedmrDo.

OO #OBROB, emeeyImGd SPF®eO® gwiesy
O BEBsIery eedesdiewn s0wmB. 0® 0ededowd
»e8 ydmw @B oo, & ©dBOWD e
e Qe O osie 9uiey eddBewmd
ACBDEDW 0D B5I® NB 0D, & B OO ewiLsn
WO, 0ECITINID SEFBHEO D BEBIem
@edendiew A @¢sIm Bweo.

GRow06e) ©0 OIBEROB, 0weeyI»GD S med
Bx¥eriBed ww OmOBIed gpydede edfyE Bedmdr. ©®
oy 8BwO 8x¥eriBed ed @ylede eddweH
Com0D0® Bedsies! I8, e®ime, POBC edews @
983wy  @@led: odvey OO yBed BHOEo
Beadtesy. w8, ¢ svu»® »OE ARedsIesd.
OO0 @BILY BDiwwr BNW|, BB BE BVEHO
. Dodvewsi® 0® gyledes Wowr eCm w0
DO yoosy. OxferIu guyledewd €8x 20d® Om

aBens’ ywid OCE e0mr. Bw wBeds o® eddve
9330w ©d MO BPen Dgd O WA ICE P BfsY
Beadmdr. 058D 90 0® o @8 Beamdr. & an®
©® edmemO FEHed®sIROE edewry Beadmdr. wNE
©® cDmy®® & wew BHBO b ©w§ eDE BNW,
OO0 #OBROB. & wewn Sods gdmwE ©wd WOsIH
Bz O nO8 8 Bwsiesy

g Ded® ©9® odfvweE owds WO Sodwve
@000 nlecenw v A Y Oemen WO
1. F Ded® owne BRI 68 ounimy A »H@
Oemen WO MW O I eedBOGET Hnd
edOmesy siecomnnO B8 Dwed 8O @iy o
Beamdr. & Bw 00 go 0@mBsy EGmy ®o; @D
Bewis!, @® edfvE dwsisy 8. & Ded® ged wwndm
0EB5T, & yodned 83m B80T DvrieldE EBsY End®
2CGE® WO Bedmdl, @wydede ¥B®IC ©sim BT
DNBTeEEIIO eOHH® DOYOH 00w WOBIH BB ®O
HOBROB, & wcwrd VIDed DB 0wl OB
B © Bd@Daes S Da.

OG0 HOBROB, Bodvews’ Jed eweds BWedyan
Bostes? gouvdas 0Ed. o® oo sl @8
D0 0dsTes’ ged ¢ ¢SOBI0 Died®, eddd
HEFTORO v ey 2wd YO CH ¢BIHB. OO OB
©edesdown B8wWO o® BERg s ¢DeINWE Beadndo
BweE Em0o.

RN eBeITIHGD SEHFDEO @O Beamda.
RIN® emeeITTHG® SFBmed oddvE o gvEo
Beadmd;, amE Bedmdr. ©O e BEesBO=
©00ITID 01008 HEEDE BedmID. ©O HOB/ROH, ©®
WOy wddsn 01 VIR Sede gdBIEH ©wd WOB
BBE ) DEE0ec ) @D 0.

OG0 #OBROB, O Bwsie eddvE oy Sedsvewsy
BosIs vy HEWBIC 00THE »O8 omeEIHGHD
eI med 088 BAnEGmIes SRWO ¢8 gudewE®
300 WY @TNE. ©® edTHeEs d@E & &) CoBwnl
Beadmdr. ¢8 ¢ 0mdd OsE NN DRewsy oo
8@ylem odfves B8wdD 00w ©idinmwe wer, o8
edfnE0O 8¢das BES W mywy; dodvr e
0. & oddHEy ¢sd evig eddnew 88wl v evs)
w5in yoost. & o deds gdme ©wd OB Bwo @
S&3Daes SO,

© 0500 ®0; OB OB, enIBewind
@eDOGHI0 @¢ eCR) dwINdHmeE @D Bedmdr. O
HOBROA, 00 wOIFTVO VIO  ACw Bedmdo.
ewiBewlnd ©edesdoted ©wwd 889D Redwesd
ogddddmimensy ¢ BsIgdd ©wOwBO8. & g
ewddsn WO, oPdddmoeamewsy @ ol BId
B Om O a0 eme 980 oIy BwEd. 8O gde
eCIDB @ BWInD* WD, RN O O BHOA.

GRowoNG®) ©0 OTEROB, ©® CWWO gpE
endens, ©8oon HODE yoP8nIDs BEIC vmym 01
& cown Beyy Dmanmwsied wosced One ames
eFamnes 90 08 gduhhed wwinn* DSHmo.

* gedmmeed D .
* BreflswaVILIGBIe) WSS LILIL. (BETTNS.
* Placed in the Library.



1321 208Ee0xInd 1322

[0 Botd emdGEesst @wmn]

O® @0 2dELEd DY WCwmeE BT @B, OO
G OBROB, a8 g¢ SoFew Bewlsme mos ©53F00 5T
88w eweds Wedyw 8¢ acwdl 928ur meg @®J00
aBawe Do § oweds Wedynw 0wIe MBBO EOEHBIB)
288 08 BewB. I B @ oxvm I, ewie
BricDcO Soew Bewidmw mon ©53500wn 88wd ©0
eIy ¥oosy cud® swewlns Ded®, dumsw SRwWO
g0 e¢sIny yodsy cud® wvewdnw ERo E¢BID BOYD
DO, @S Wedyed eddw mOB eedsdoIIO, ews
BRSO, OO mnde OeHNCEEO 00 o s, & Died®
208 ©0 # OB, Bewdss ¢@Bn®0x 12 smndsf @
BHd) eOmo.

R0 Bug ©¢»0® &nAa.

OO o306 OTE®o

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT Sj6uTdsi)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 (eedes) 88, § IDIBIccHsH OBIEH®1. VYO
82538 82 2E W BedDo.

Order, please! ©® @d&dMHed ©o (OWdw) ewds
50500 OB EH® Roesmrwd s8eewmmdr ¢rB.

FDPGO @0 8D Ol Owmr Growmewsy 9O
Hoewsy, ©0; (@w:0s8w) eeszn 2202209628890 Bep299 &R0632320;8)
Ses.

GYFIIDS, Fehegor
ysBlrFarsslationy ysGa, wramllg (Cugrdfur) Gssr
JBITGRTTUIGETT YU BT HENEVEWLD USG5 6.

LOTETLILO] S TEIABIOD Yo seT

Whereupon THE HON. SANJEEWA RANASINGHA left the Chair,
and THE HON. (PROF.) SENA NANAYAKKARA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for
giving me time to participate in this Discussion.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 413,249,998,000, for
Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Recurrent Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 169,641,998,000, for Head 111,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 38,630,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 38,630,000,000, for Head 111,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 213,270,000,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 52,757,000,000
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 213,520,000,000, for
Head 111, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 52,757,000,000, for Head 111,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 210.- DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 363,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 363,000,000, for Head 210,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 210, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 165,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 165,000,000, for Head 210,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 210, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 211.- DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,707,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,707,000,000, for Head 211,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 211, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 873,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 873,000,000, for Head 211,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 211, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 220.- DEPARTMENT OF AYURVEDA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 330,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 330,000,000, for Head 220,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 90,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 90,000,000, for Head 220,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,865,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,865,000,000, for Head 220,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 890,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 890,000,000, for Head 220,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 308.- DEPARTMENT OF POSTS

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 21,823,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 21,823,000,000, for Head 308,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 308, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,095,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,095,000,000, for Head 308,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 308, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

oG (eedexs) »HBsTe swBedes Onmo

(wrerfle (sweubglwi) peflbs guiglsiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

G850 OO OBTE OB, "®0m 631D yoBw D&mo
DE @ @B, O dud® wews ¢dwLs O @y @B ©®
I8z DSH0.

gamas S8z &Y, ews @@z Ses.
afleorr Gl HLILIL(5) TDmYsCIBTeTarLILIL L gy.
Question put, and agreed to.
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2025 wmig 07 GlausirsigapsmLo.

At 5.56 p.m., the Hon. Presiding Member left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Friday, 07th March,
2025.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

Geow0Gie) 00 OEROA, "ei8Eed®xInd ¢ »E
P gro" 8 ® ewddmn B,

S 5008588 WO GE.
aflsorir sTBISSNMIDLILIGNIDDS).
Question proposed.

O § RN OIEn®

(omevsrLLll@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTaH6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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CHALLENGES FACED BY MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

Thank you, Sir. Good afternoon to everyone!

28 »1e®I® ¢x¥mds doctorsEe BwsIesy noble profession
OB WOD) g BBr. 08 0¥cd® ¢uimrdh, ©8 Bnzy 8Rwd
@D sest doctorse 168 o¥mdr, ©®  sfent
doctorseo wmdecem @uimIds. O® DO VwemEEsTO
personally &8s &8 »osiesy mwr. ©© Busiesy ¢l ded
2022, 2023 Bgex economic turmoil &= eoenmes, syFm®
a@e@d political instability dm ozfems & mced god
doctorses @Ferm® 8O ODED  wx¥m 8053
om0, Doctorsey 80 050D, nursesc @1 wsIm
805y ofm. ged dednormal MBBS doctor ememx
BeIy @ivsewrs’ GiBeE 8Bwum 7 80 ¢8weE SBum
1288 oooymE Bwe® o0Omd Becy I OF
universitiesdBzY  wwsd ®E Bedmdi.  wI@insewsy
consultant emem s ox¥m®, G.C.E. A/L &2 consultant
omoenyd 0Om qud w®msews’ agd 158 wmd.
Oev® wmemD ¢sd GBweE BBwm 150 D& - i8eE
ce 1500 &k - Yeew 00 edmdn. i8uE e 180
Bm0 qwd @05y e0md. Doctores 2,400 0® 6O ¢Eo 88»T

Beadmds. e ggcided dndw qud §8ed 3Be» 36
80 Beamles’y. @® gfoided doctoree 5,000 wxim
I B ¢¢ Duwls snemne BDD. dev® doctorcs
5,000 Sewrs @0 Gi8wE 3Bwnm 75m g0 0O,

RIROIE 0D ¢BImdr, wmysewsy doctorsce
BesIess 24 hours &8 w05 B3ws 90, g0 »O¢Os on
call BuEs eves Bewed guimy v ¢8 IEH oo
290G Doy gud w»® ¢® hospital demsy call om=
o5, "®0e, management de ® e@mdie Buy Hod,
2330 Bawse" BuEo. ¢8s & 88w amnd g gy Beso doctor
omemRed MmBRO gud 8nd8 eFedsler’. ged Deputy
Minister ges=y, Minister e IO, doctorseo
@000 10100 grTes’ BwEr. o® wied a8 ecim
expectation &mz 83w, ©® gredRed Budget domsy gesd
@D ewd C1eR8, el® VTesy DINHBBOS evsIDBIB
500y @08 Bwrs. god 6ed g3 doctor emenzmd private
Dwme o5imy ¢gcg 408 ©FdE 9ndi W edmn.
wo@znsewsy postgraduate trainee doctorsce  oemors,
husband and wife e@¢e¢s»® 918 ®S»Dr 58, JevrFEsiO
©B@DBewWsy DweWmO 9nc; WO ¥IOsT GBeE
50,0008. &memd Senrdes’o afdig 208 D@ »osim
D5 BHEO D eOOBI®. 153 9u¥izy doctorsco
80 60 wm dmO ym o¥nd economic instability dzm. &
Bestesy, JemdEs? o3 loan evdsis (80 »& 80
60 wrjeny.

RIBOBIE 0%IcO® ¢simdn, wo@insewrs’ postgraduate
trainee Bwstexsd, JemEes? MBBS ©®5ed@ 80 sadodd
@fcg v, @fdig Yo, @ddg ¥ E0d® genm
oI5, Omemd JemEesid OT mnwi. SewEcEsio
overtime payments ecodxtesy sy 1/1208 codm o=
1/1600 @8 mdce »0&8 pay mosiesy. & Ded® god
doctorsEod ax¥m B oy RIOTE eI, god
Boewdes @800 ¢simds, PG trainees@0 93 oy
- quarters - . SemEEsO Dwmem  ®
FomEEsI0 257D, 0t 8EE .. JevmEEsIO
23080® WO, OO 0O ws¥m AWemIO® loans
gdensy »OB8 co0dslesy. PO ©® ©wMOD ©wlELNOE
DO OBB. 88 0® ed OBYS ®ddB mostesy PG
traineesa. @@= PG trainee ememzd 88w MSc Medical
Administration 6@y, Jemsy »®& first appointment &z
88w Chavakachcheri Base Hospital &m0 Sed. ooz
D00 aECTD BB »O8 ©© Bed God. v B DD
2CCY ® Boelb ¢®y dFewenBO 08 ®8Eed®sined
0. OBE @Bt m mSsImy BODs. 8.8. ©BeoEd
B HOD BOD. & moced ged Suwls snem Hiw.
0@V O WosTm BOD. ©8 ERYy DD O
@20eOE eI O BwE OO0 ®»PDH O, Lod
089d®OE® PO 2508 ¢ Bedmdr. OO D0 eI
oD Om D688 B greBRedsy (9y »Ao E» grne
Beamd. 3®»d doctorsc ©€wd B8BE @0 patientsco @808
mOE & patients@ensy privately sE8 os¥mds. Im
DHOTOBTH wmemO 00 »ED DPewn. & »HYD OO
BODenD) BB,

0® 00 ©Wdd owldrNdE WoX® OBE. 8
00w PG traineesd »8 88wd wemsies’ mwr
IO B>y Ded PG traineeseo s 49, oiw 328
OB wmotesy mwwr. ced 80 hospital 90 goedoxf



1367 2025 @& 06 1368

BB vel OB ened wrlen’. wO®WS gw WIvesEo
divorce m0m0. DO @8 mmn Y BB HEBN
535 8 0D, & »c®O PG traineescy O 0.
SomEesied gm0 Beadm hope Om ged OO serve
DOV 650608, 0@ H»3 e® 353 O wsImE.
®®s PG training o=@ Medical Administration meg,
20292 0m290%0® ©8 ReeBwdD eIm Aens HOE. ©®
©® SO0 ewdwe WmOsIm ewedB PG training meg. ¢od
9535 doctorseo, internscs pass out @dxi» »EsY wosIesy
e®mx3e? PLAB exam &2 ©8 AMC exam &z ©8 m»dsis
DO @BIBIDI, @20eI® 3 ©® 3T OEWO WBI». ged
oz Dedfdh Boewdds OBn® o¥md. ®ed
esedoBm® owldrnd »O8 @8 intermediate cadre Owm
»eIDY oy e0@imysewsy doctor emem ©WIed® D&
WO, B WOE @ ¢wan wmemO & doctord Om
¢Doewsy surgeries 20, 30 mos¥m gOsy; consultantd
D& ©¥cd RHHHO WO YOO, w8 & oo &
doctor @z¥exy SL-2 grade oeow. ©8Bw w@insensy
preliminary grade MO© d&» Smal £ 830 »O8 ewdsiess.
& Ben OO0 ewlszn momd, & Dred senior doctorscad
intermediate cadre == ©¢€ Bweo. Intermediate cadre
O W(ED® & eEERT V& ®IBTD OB D5, ©®
6O5Y OE€wO wrieny By wi. & se@BD Om.

@B ewldmnd HORB @8 ewewr® w8 PG traineesco
@® Ged Bw ozt . a8 normal MO ememmnd PG
trainee emoemyw 88wO 9evm VBI® YO 5T B8O eIt
»8 agy Blwew wee Semnd, Jewmdes’ »0xn
OB ensy 9o OBE.

O § o300 OIEn®

(omevsrL i@ SePVMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTsH6r)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

RIN@O D Dond ec¢m® EHS Bedmd, @O
OSIEROA.

@G (000¢x1) Cr®BNEEY ¢8O 5 Dvmo
(orenTfl@ (sweudglwi) @ TmioprEesr )i daHerT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for this
opportunity.

I think this is a very reasonable proposal. I know that
this matter was discussed several times in the past at
various forums, but nothing got materialized. So, this is
the right time to discuss this matter and find a favourable
solution for the problem through this Parliament. As of
now, we have discussed in detail the granting of benefits
for medical officers as well as others under the Ministry
of Health because that will help prevent the brain drain in
this country and develop our health system.

Therefore, it is our duty to discuss with the various
colleges and the Postgraduate Institute of Medicine to
develop this as an uninterrupted service of medical
officers and appoint them as middle-level medical
officers under the Ministry of Health. These medical
officers have been working in hospitals for a long time
with enough skills and experience obtained under very
experienced consultants. So, their service is very much
helpful to this nation and we have to create this middle-
level medical officers' grade. After discussing with the
Department of Management Services, we have to create a
Service Minute for them and thereafter, appoint them as
middle-level medical officers. That will also help us
appoint them to divisional hospitals as officers in charge
so that they can offer their service to the people in the
rural areas. So, it is very much appreciated if it could be
implemented. With that, we could also prevent people
from going to urban hospitals for treatments. We can
appoint a committee to discuss this matter and find a
favourable solution to this problem, to appoint them as
middle-level medical officers. Our Government will take
necessary actions to solve this problem as soon as
possible.

Thank you very much.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.26 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Friday, 07th March, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
21st February, 2025.
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