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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Annual Report and
Accounts of the University of Kelaniya for the year 2023.
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I move that this Report be referred to the relevant
Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development)
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

35186V, 676517

Foreign

Employment and Tourism:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

whether he is aware that the Ruhunu Tourist
Bureau has started the Madunagala Tourist
Project;

the amount of money that has been spent to
construct a building to establish a heart
massage (heart revival) centre, using hot
water springs in Madunagala; and

the steps that will be taken to complete the
construction of that building as the work of
that building has not yet been finished;

(b)

©

@61

1004

Will he also inform this House -

@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)
™)

separately, the amount of money that has
been spent on the cafeteria, restroom and
dining hall that have been constructed in
the Madunagala Tourist Zone under this
project;

whether he is aware that the generators at
the tourist bungalow which was constructed
at a considerable expense are currently out
of order and the roof is in a dilapidated
condition;

the amount of money that has been spent to
construct the rural bazaar;

whether he is aware that the bazaar is in
ruins by now; and

the steps that will be taken to re-implement
that project?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)
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asked the Minister of Urban

Construction and Housing:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i)  whether he is aware that a housing scheme
named Cey-Nor Housing Scheme was
constructed in the year 1982 in

Development,

Kaluwankeni-2 in Eravur Pattu Divisional
Secretary's Division of the Batticaloa
District;

(i) whether he is aware that the residents of
those houses/lands are facing various
difficulties in obtaining electricity supply
and drinking water supply to those houses/
lands as title deeds have not been issued to
them for those lands to date;

(iii)  if so, whether steps will be taken to issue
title deeds for those houses/lands; and

(iv) the timeframe for granting those title
deeds?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food
Security and Co-operative Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the prevalence of substandard
coconut oil, which is not suitable for
consumption, has been detected in the Sri
Lankan market;

(i) if so, the way such substandard coconut oil
is supplied to the market;

(iii) the tactics that are used for it;

(iv) the measures that have been taken to
prevent them; and

(v) the reasons for high standard coconut oil not
being supplied to the market?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the -

(i) problems faced by the owners of small and
medium-scale oil mills; and

(ii) solutions that will be given to those
problems?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the total number of shops in Polonnaruwa
City Center;

(i) the number of shops, out of them, that have
been leased out by now;

(iii)  the decisions taken at the discussion held in
2019 headed by the Governor regarding the
leasing out of the Polonnaruwa City Center
building and the distribution of the shops
therein;

(iv) whether the said decisions are being
implemented at present; and

(v) if the Polonnaruwa Municipal Council has
incurred a loss due to lease of the said
shops, whether that loss will be recovered
from the responsible parties?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Prof.)) A.H.M.H. Abayarathna - Minister of
Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local
Government)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) whether the Department of Irrigation or the
Water Resources Board has requested the
University of Peradeniya during the period
from 08.11.2024 to 14.01.2025 to study and
submit a report on the social, economic and
environmental concerns that have emerged
due to the salinity barrier constructed across
the Nilwala River;

(i) if so, whether a Technical Committee has
been appointed by the University of
Peradeniya in this regard;

(iti)  if so, the members of the said Committee;

(iv) the current progress of the conduct of the
Committee referred to above;

(v) the date on which the report of the said
Committee will be submitted; and

(vi) if the aforesaid Committee has not yet been
appointed, the reasons for that?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Considered further in Committee.- [Progress: 04th March]
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa, Leader of the
Opposition. You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage. You have 18
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana. You have 17
minutes.
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(The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Ajith Gihan. You have eight minutes.
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order. ©&; ©¥IBROB, ©®S
O n® ®od 5H® Bdo.



1065

@S 85 Bwory Owmo

(wrenw i@ ojedld Hammer)

(The Hon. Ajith Gihan)

OO0 OG0B, ¥® »m 1 e vKerd VIS G
BOSID. VIR Bedd DNVD @i WOBIZ S, O
BOCwsTD 008 BwEs ©0 ¢y WeFthe® g e W
WOBID OB,

®O B3B8 BHOs

(wreiTyLlE sellsreari o)euissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, after he finishes you can have time.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Ajith Gihan, you may continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan. You have
11 minutes.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman, let me start off by wishing all
my Islamic brothers and sisters a Happy Ramadan,
especially to the Hon. Deputy Speaker who has
been  chairing the House since morning.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman, I would like to say just one
last thing. I was not present here when the Hon. Harshana
Nanayakkara had mentioned about the former President,
that he is a thief and a beggar. I would like to say

something in that regard. At the end of the day, we all
must understand one thing. All of you had been voted in
and you are sitting in your seats today because people
wanted a change. And, people wanted a change not just in
terms of administration, but also in terms of the political
culture. For the Minister of Justice and National
Integration, whom I have a load of respect for and whom
I hold in high regard, to call the person who saved this
country a beggar and a thief, I think, is highly irrational
and he does need to issue an apology.

Apart from that, enough with these shows of showing
lists after lists. If something had been done illegally, then
take action. If it is not illegal, what is the point in
showing a list and just parading it around? Madam, I
must condemn what the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara had
spoken about the former President. And, at the end of the
day, people will judge you by actions, not by petty
insults.

Thank you.
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We do not want another incident where, despite early
warnings and cooperation by the Muslim community, the
authorities have failed to act in a timely and responsible
manner. In fact, there is a prevalent culture of early
warning within the Muslim community, which needs to
be nurtured and respected.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 24,990,000,000, for
Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Recurrent Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 6,160,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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SHeWeVLiL| cpevserd  GlFsvey

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 270,000,000, for Head 124,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 24,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 24,000,000, for Head 124,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

0292 D18e300BY.- 3:DE® D030V -
y»G60Ems Bwe®, . 1,571,300,000;
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VS aTSF CFvey, epumiz 4,293,700,000
Programme 02.- Development Activities -

Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,571,300,000;
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 4,293,700,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,571,300,000, for Head 124,

Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 4,893,700,000, for Head
124, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 124, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 216.- DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 116,900,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 116,900,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 8,100,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 8,100,000, for Head 216,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,428,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,428,800,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 116,200,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 116,200,000, for Head 216,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 216, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 331.- DEPARTMENT OF SAMURDHI DEVELOPMENT
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 567,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 567,000,000, for Head 331,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 17,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 17,000,000, for Head 331,

Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

02 5 D(DeBOHND.- 8308 OReBOVD -
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VS aTSF CFvey, epumiz 1,101,000,000

Programme 02.- Development Activities -
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 20,536,000,000;

Capital Expenditure, Rs. 1,101,000,000
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 21,036,000,000, for Head
331, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,101,000,000, for Head 331,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 5,427,000,000, for Capital
Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 395,000,000, for Head 151,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 42,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 42,000,000, for Head 151,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Programme 02.- Development Activities -
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,627,000,000;
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 4,998,000,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,627,000,000, for Head 151,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.



1181 58B800x7nd 1182

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 5,198,000,000, for Head
151, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 151, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 290.- DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC
RESOURCES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,

Rs. 4,191,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,191,000,000, for Head 290,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.
Head 290, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 187,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 187,000,000, for Head 290,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 290, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 6.01 p.m., the Deputy Chairperson left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Thursday, 06th March,
2025.
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees, I move the
following Adjournment Motion:

"I move this Adjournment Motion to draw the urgent
attention of the House to a serious and alarming issue affecting
the Jaffna District, particularly among the youth. The rising
problems of drug addiction, illegal consumption, drug smuggling,
and gang violence have escalated to critical levels, causing
immense harm to our society.

The people of Jaffna, once known for their strong community
bonds, are now grappling with severe social and economic
instability, mainly due to the widespread abuse of narcotics and
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the rise of criminal gangs. This escalating situation has had a
detrimental effect on the security and well-being of our citizens,
particularly women, children and youth in the area.

Key issues of concern: the situation in Jaffna is severely
impacted by rising drug addiction, especially among the youth,
with heroin and other illicit substances being consumed widely.
This has led to a spike in criminal activities as addicted
individuals turn to crime for support, while the lack of
rehabilitation centres worsens the issue. Jaffna has also become a
hotspot for drug smuggling, fueling gang violence and criminal
activities. The increase in gang violence, driven by territorial
disputes and drug trafficking, has led to loss of lives and
destruction of  property. Furthermore, the rise in drug
addiction has caused a surge in theft, robbery and violent crimes
compromising public safety. Women, girls and schoolchildren are
particularly vulnerable, facing harassment, robbery and fear on
their way to school due to the presence of gangs and drug addicts
in the community."

Madam, I rise today to bring urgent attention to a
critical issue that is affecting our youth, especially in the
Jaffna District in the Northern Province and the Eastern
Province. The growing problems of drug addiction, illegal
consumption, drug smuggling and gang violence have
reached alarming levels and are causing immense harm to
our society.

Jaffna, once known for its strong community values, is
now struggling with social and economic instability. The
widespread abuse caused by narcotics and the rise of
criminal gangs are having a devastating impact on the
security and well-being of our citizens, particularly
women, children and youth.

The key issues affecting Jaffna are as follows: one,
drug addiction. Rising drug addiction, especially among
youth, is leading to criminal activities, as individuals turn
to crime to support their addiction. Two, lack of
rehabilitation centres. The shortage of rehabilitation
centres is worsening the problem, leaving many
individuals without proper treatment and support. Three,
drug smuggling and gang violence. Jaffna has become a
hub for drug smuggling, fueling gang violence over
territory and control, resulting in deaths and property
destruction. Four, crime and public safety. Increased drug
addiction has caused a rise in theft, robbery and violent
crimes, endangering public safety, particularly for
women, girls and school children who face harassment
and experience fear while travelling.

Therefore, immediate action is needed to address
those issues including investing in rehabilitation
programmes, strengthening law enforcement and building
community support systems to protect youth, women and
children.
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1t being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.34 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Thursday, 06th March, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of 21st February, 2025.
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