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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
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asked the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean
Resources:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -
(i) number of fishery harbours in Sri Lanka;

(i) measures taken to develop those fishery
harbours;

(iii) number of multi-day fishing vessels in Sri
Lanka, the number of such multi-day
fishing vessels engaged in fishing activities
and the number of those that are not
engaged in fishing activities at present,
separately;

(iv) number of one-day fishing vessels in Sri
Lanka, the number of such one-day fishing
vessels engaged in fishing activities and the
number of those that are not engaged in
fishing activities at present, separately; and

(v) measures that have been taken to develop
the fishing industry by now?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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asked the Minister of Urban Development,
Construction and Housing:

(a) Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

(iif)

there is an acute shortage of drinking water
in many Divisional Secretaries' Divisions of
the Ratnapura District;

the people living in those areas have faced
severe hardships and health problems, as a
result; and

lack of proper water supply systems in those
areas has aggravated the scarcity of
drinking water?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

)

the extent of work of Phase 2 of the "Visal
Ratnapura Water Supply Project”, which is
implemented as a solution to the said
scarcity of water, that has been completed
by now;

(i) whether new water supply projects will be
initiated to provide water to the areas that
have not been covered by Phase 2 of the
said project after the completion of Phase 2;
and

(iii) the number of community water supply
projects currently being implemented in the
Ratnapura District; and

(iv) whether steps will be taken to initiate new
community water supply projects?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

()  whether there had been a land that belonged
to the Land Reform Commission in
Mahenawatta area in Pitipana;

(i) or else, whether there is a land that belongs
to the Land Reform Commission in that
area;

(iii) whether that land has been sold to any
party;

(iv) if not, whether there is a plan to sell that
land;

(v) if'the land has been sold, the total amount it
has been sold;

(vi) the value of a perch of that land;

(vi)) the reasons for selling that land to an
external party in a situation where lands are
needed for Government activities; and

(viii)  whether action will be taken to acquire that
land back to the Government?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of Land

and Irrigation)
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation :

(a)  Will he inform this House -

() whether he is aware of the dispute between
the employees and the top management of
the Galle Port over planting a Bo sapling of
the Sacred Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi to replace
the destroyed Bo tree situated within the
Galle Port premises;

(ii) the existing obstacles to plant the Bo sapling
referred to above within the Galle Port
premises;

(iii)  whether steps will be taken to plant the Bo
sapling referred to above within the Galle
Port premises; and

(iv)  the actions that will be taken to resolve the
dispute referred to above?

(b) Ifnot, why?

O BOE Simnem Dwmo

(orerdl @ L rEmTwds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO ®OITNEHROB, OO yAE»O BERC OO ewwawn*
DOBH.

* estedew @» »d» c¢ 8E90:

*FLTLF_G&l0 sweussLii L aflswr .

* Answer tabled:

(a) (1) o & O e dvsleted gomdun edfuens

BBO wOITRews? Dhed e admBe  wv
0ud0mwsy 50 OnewOn HEFOWE 05O .

(i)
® DG BE DOD A Fmcwn BIDO wews BE
400w @50BSe.

® 538s B - (60w eus AYen »B By
GO 0ad8w Db BRED WSes O o¥nedsy
Brne 8 a».)

® 50 oudw 2WO® Y yKHdw OO Swd
0d0mBsT e S 5 BHO aBDbw BBO B
w0 83w 8Gida 80.

(i) Ocw ocwom B3ww w8 wewsd WSBs gve
DELVMBTOBO 0w O ¢ aCELS BEICD
WE AR POE BEONMBTD HBYD ©BsT Do
98w B 27O D20 edBwd gedde Digd®
e § O edsT Dusieded gomden edduens
BIOO E0500 o ©5%8O Bognw S arD.

(iv) ©®® B w®ITVews’ ewdm B3s s »d
@B am0 EE Doed 983 w-D8D DuoeaB e1CE®
882D ¢ Do EL RO BE® 583640 8D B8
@semws 8¢ 0200 988wl B8 Hw®iben v
DOWR) WO C1OND.

(9) o> eHd.

OO DOIBINBDHR O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)6uiTd6i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

008 Boewden 27(2)
DO ERBNGE OB H©o.

wOe ydme, oo B

eu8ed®E®O e ® e®xT qrgy ydm»w
Hevf] 9 Wlaild B0 cLpev ailesrT
QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE

BSess 9o BE8O13-9RH8 danB cFscmed

3D®BDO
BlewevwTesr LHMILD GClFeV6Yy &GHMMbS 61il6w6sTd S M 6vTT 68T
UIFES] 2 DLSHbHTer CHemen
NEED FOR SUSTAINABLE AND COST-EFFECTIVE ENERGY
GENERATION

®G 08 S BNGBZ DV

(oreirfl@ roll smenTTHTIWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

@G ®ONGDROB, d0Dd Bewlde 27(2) wdensd ©
000 ydme AceRB  ¢@imsdiwens’  SO8O
OB ens.

8 Comed OBV adfce Comn SEIC VWS
PNE ©W» e®eny® 83w Bw Dt ¢y D85 ©vdRD
gm0, SC B¢8 dcw dvryvw ¢ldO ww B elm
OB Yy wsy O N8 DRewsy 3¢ HOITO e¥nemO
O DO Tt 8 gm. Bdwd v 83D 908 S¢EaC
SOBDEE WS o De® NI DOV 510B e,
Comn BeEAC Oawee 857 ©0yodm 02005
g 8smBe dcaBwe - NCRE - &hfm oddBe0 dmadd
BBOO e Beddde svg »odxy 83. o BeEIE
OHDCw 882 yrdsmBe KB BEemBsI0 evdn
dn gt BBO, mESTned euedwBm goned giewdsnm
geeldbeds BB wn »O yOBEHBe RS DB
e OB y&i¢ BIO O8sY 00O Sedddw »OEIOS
eu5IH® owed. 088 Fwr®bn ded ACRDB g.raed s
Bame dEdme BBRO sz ez»wd, 2030 d» B8O
g 8EmBe RS 0m0n Bwewd 70 200 o W
®1Be® HBm 9O 80w B @d.



405 ZlelelclCka 1) 406

[©6 68 mSremonnm oo

DO, VCBHE @8 B KB® ICRBE yReIH wdw
80550 eneB8® owustdr @¢ds Con  Bg8ac
acewed ewddn 2025-2030 20® 880w 8x mB8» “mm
D188 51180 § o VLD crewedBm emdssy 659d -
PUCSL - 88%Y gBseds mcmy i@ a». Sir, | table* the
Public Utilities Commission’s letter regarding that Draft
Long-term Generation Plan of the Ceylon Electricity
Board.

e0® @lem®unon dEIMW6E WICBCEEO ©BOx,
Sesewsy vnn Y@ Ows.

1. o8B DRRBBG TR BIOD o SEEIE
OdCs nEe e Seddde SwlPd wy w®yeBm
@500 FOTEHBw B BwocmBsI wewo
00 en, DBDWDEREY @ ©H BHOOES ®IdH
Ope woim HIO0 0vry EAB Bwdd mded ¢?

2. o0n] Bw®m @0 B8sY @mewddm Sddiws
geebwds @O »Edem, 00 wedped
G ecs dBw WO e 88w iCBEEO
0B85, Sedvewsy e®med 100 &8
O10esa w5 DVE OB e B D1 e
g8 Bw OB Dvwrerd emsdns esed®Em
2o@ed Gewridn gmbsems WS GO0 wy dedo
OBOD G5 g mOBIesT HOSICeBsY ¢?

3. G DeEAC OedEeO Sgw adog 15 ne e
ACHTA Soryrw O eRewdsY dep OO 8¢ @d.
©® nE 8@ S 8801w & oo Gi8sE 45 -0®
Bwsy e@eweny Bwwsd 35 hydropowerdEzy BB
SBE WO WO . »O ¢ 09
g8 Be deaBe 8wwd 1008 odBwd Becds
g0, B8 Sodn DB Pwid O 8¢ evned. dodd
50, ye8sHmBw ICHDE Cow BC vens e@nHo®
geedwds WomyE 00O sy ovwed
8Om0 mEBeTOG O ¢?

4, Com BeEAC PHDCeWH Sy CE® § Cowo
Ny creweiBn emBes’ wnid S8 yhWedes
WO» ¢ DTS HCBEEO eom, y»EEHBw
DB 656 YO CR @ B DCRWBAS
O Jeo OO al) WOD BY GoRrw BE HOLIOD
G qefHdoTOn D1 Sid® wews erlldn Boed
2% G8SMmOw DBEwWsY GBS ACRWA ¢ onws
B8R0 0y CAD RO Bwdd moed ¢?

OO WONEDROB, @ ©® o®rewiery ©eHsY
DD, "eerewiessy SO - cede EDmwn ewsieny
g 163 89ed 00 ©wdanIRews’ ROBIE
@00 51 8E0 Bwo B WICEHWD BIWBD
Gz BEEIC VRLEH 05T BBO BEACD. @ Bnm
BBwO, ®S HE@BHDs I BEOHRD.

5. & oD 8 Seodn 8B0w abaewmO e @¢dxsy
83» B odBs Gegusiens  ERony
g8 Be CRWBEB W Bo@eny @uesy HIO

* gedmmced D .
* preflewais sl sneussLILIL (Hersnsy.
* Placed in the Library.

e05P0 dedr wdn B BB uwm O B¢ adm
©u8E 957Am g WOes O¢E AEC “HyW ©On
@D Ser OB G @lad S TH
WOesY emeds ¢?

6. ©O® weE® 8y § O gofwsi O @
8B w ICHBE 9CB® wY edrndm SDedwes
300 RBO wewo O LoBw ww LssIHe D&
2360880 OS »® QumBOWE Co e¢y arde?

7. 2025 Do wewn qodH8n @i duy 8301w
wewsy WOBID. gun B3Dw oeamnw BHIe® SEw,
D56 6 gSEHRG AR Be O YRODNO®
& S OF® BOSazC @de?

8. 288 0630 10 wewn BeEAC 9CEe® Dd8m DELm®@
OGS D¢ ww O OwlsY Dwd  wem®sy
esosiesie?

9. G DB OeHCH 53 0m DO 08 BeEIC B
2 B8 wewr @l SR acwe mOB DDV BHFDBw
@00 8OB. dw BOGE ¢?

10. o= S¢EAE @adEs 8827 O ®E5D om0 9veE
8¢B medn »w aMePm® oT C@ 2024 dewe b
08uE 3w 200 eCB® Gr) Cowss CBw .
enmed ymds gofen gRedt) BeBw wey®s
CH 808. 0® O 8O Cown BEIC OWREW adm
B8R vensy dw WOB) ¥ CIDOWE BB BOBDO WO
B AT wiCH® evnme BeE wSwag B¢ O e ®
30EOOWE G BeEAC OeBOCEH 8w Bmwsy
00 D538 0vdy) CABIEsT ¢?

O ®DOIBNI®ROB, 0® ydmw N0 ©Ed Seod
iy 88ae¢ adgcesm @ 0D Bedmds. @uTdD
8090»E B88uri0 9utdmy BO0wmO @ &5 8wwd 3
000® 8Bwwd I 12 ¢ a8 =m0y Om Jod ecm
y@DEWO DY ¢BIvN. ged O BEEIE #O@BD® WO I
& 0@sIVeen ¢dom c¥mown €@ 08 yam® 5ewd®
BwesIs) »OEYn OB B OO 8des 0.

9B 8, ©O D OITNEBDOA.

O S Bwemnd Ovm (ACKRES ¢gOimsy®o)

(orevryfl@ Gy QwlsTy - uIFHE HeHLFFT)

(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)

S DOINBWROB, 006 Bewdwn 27(2) wdenf oo
08 W10 O5IE N B8sY 988un WSy B¢ yBEHWO
8EnS o®ed’.

.  god gedt)ed dcanB yBesdBe amd, 2030 O 80
o beEmBe dcenB gwdesiensy 8Bwwd 70m
e C OB® gdfen WS ©RBsY, OB
BB @8endsedadEd ammcED G B¢EAR
eHCe 9B cvn ¥OE BZe® wicy®
ol O BedmDr. DHE O v ICOBBG w®
@m0 100 g8 Bmid wdm Owsad ey
Comn BB Peew O8s yodumBe TS
D8V BBIO 00 em s - standard tariff
O - G @, EO @O, 0L 8@
630D 23S @O B 3303w O e3¢HOD Gaedry
Boems OB CID 50, HHmme BHOO IS
2@ B8sY o wom B¢ »OYOR B8y &g
WOE CAYD. WEYPY ICHTB ¢@nerw, &
35000, BB Cown B¢ (doBm) ©8@1vd,
Gz DEEIC OBACEH ww & oo hms dCRH
2808068 00@8mwerensy w®xIDH DHDo.



407 2025 @& 01 408

8O a@nod, “Hfdm S¢EIC vdNBLO y»EEHBw
ACeBBB I BBO wewor y8smBw DCHH
Owvoa  wDdmes  BBO  wews o™
85e®30e535T WG Com BEEIE VRBREW §NOD
2:08QDBBIO gacrdzd0 SO0,

2. Seodsewsy 0®@med 10 @B oy DnE ©On
2we 1w SE WO BgBw Wy D1aad
8C e el el eCH D OB Bwc
83e2s 012 PPO0eDBT B DE HOYD DI,

o828 g5 & 0@ SmWO® geogd cost &z include
woeosy »OB tariff calculations &g wolexy. &
Busiess, & wewr O eddmwesIO 65 goms S0
acg 830w aneos.

DHE Om @y e®ned 100 a8 DxsBOcE ®idn
0853 O ©@ieCEIOBmW WOBIDI. CBWOHROE YPGTPD
83016, 0@erny® wy TR Sweed, Yeu 83Ow
woNe BuE qog ©08BsY - impact parameters -
B, tarifts oesmne BBe® wem ACT) CID &m0
©0en ®ERDE oW dowed -BHedped-
BSesCDa 508w WD) CGABO.

$0wWdsmwsY BEE D Ee®sT 8@ e0d, B ®
0ed B5m00 R 80 wuBwm BIO cecw ¢ JBw B8xY
B om CI®D. 8O a®@nod, 9CE® omme ewddnn -
unsolicited bids - BEw RO D&n y»8smBw RS
D10} 8CHI BIOMB Cogy DPIe® FHwDEw @8 8@
DOBO.

®G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0

(orenTyll@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

OO #OBROA, OO ® gddwedl & weITTVewsy
819188 WS OB WS K5I YOO ¢? e®@med 100 a8
O WOV mCOmd »FFDWE @B WO ¢?
e®ime, 082 B IdOR B o8 BYeoed. Im edmel
WO ¢ Bws) O BOBID @B,

®S; OIC BwemIs Dvmo

(orenrfl@ @wrr Luwelsry)

(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody)

28 & 805IVewsy ¢@ivs LeRE ey v S
B, @8 & D850 ¢m® & »Oygn OB 0.

3. G DB Ol Snmls s ¥OE

BBe® (OO amd asnom B¢EAC e
5oy DREwsT YOBEHBG OB e B el O™
a0, 2030 £z 80 Bwwd 70 gmdsmBe de@Bw
e 2050 Oz 80 wRsY 80w - carbon zero
DIFHOG - € WS MR 9D WS ©BSsT 88 OB
DHOCOB) WBWBH0.
Comn BEIC eddce B8 wmed womy ¢ 2025-
2044 e § 058 2als ¢Bes HOE BBed®
C1Ee® BB w3cwHsT DBmd Omn BIO wEENE®n
>,

Grid connected solar - 1,434 MW
Rooftop solar - 1,045 MW
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Biomass - 105 MW
Mini hydro - 90 MW
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7. Budgeted Direct Generation Cost - 2025

Budget - 2025
Description Energy Caipac- Total | Avg.
p Units | Mix | Charge Ch;}; e Cost | Cost
(GWh) | (%) (Rs. (ng Rs. | (Rs./
Mn) | \s | Mm) [ kWh
CEB - Hydro 4,780 27% -| 13,945 13,945 2.92
CEB Thermal - 2,195 13%| 105,319 10,242 115,561| 52.65
Oil
CEB Thermal - 5,591 32%| 109,027| 25,457| 134,483| 24.05
Coal
CEB - Wind 370 2% - 4,036] 4,036] 1091
IPP - Thermal 1,084 6%| 59,231| 27,190 86,421| 79.75
NCRE 2,137 12%| 36,110 -| 36,110{ 16.90
Solar Rooftop - 1,396 8%| 26,513 -l 26,513| 18.99
Net Acct/ Net
Plus
Cost at Genera- | 17,553(100% | 336,200( 80,869| 417,069 23.76
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CHANCELLOR, RAJARATA UNIVERSITY
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“Please be noted that, the Secretary to the President has
informed to the Secretary of the Ministry of Education, Higher
Education and Vocational Education.....”
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“.... to instruct the University Grants Commission to reinitiate
the application process, adhere to the prescribed procedures and
submit a suitable nomination for the post of Vice-Chancellor of
RUSL in compliance with the provisions of Section 34 of the
Universities Act No. 16 of 1978.”
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)
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"2. There was a significant discrepancy in the marks given to
applicants by several Council members.

3. Three candidates who participated in the above interview
from the same University and other Institutions have made a
complaint to the UGC by a letter dated 26™ August 2024 on
‘Alleged Fraudulent Manipulation by the Council of the RUSL in
the Evaluation Process of the Position of the Vice Chancellor.” "
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extract =5, UGC Minutesde 20t November, 2024. &®
Minute dof e®@edd wewsy edmdo:

“Therefore, the Commission having considered the above
discrepancy in the marks given to applicants by several council
members, decided not to recommend any of the names to be
appointed as the Vice-Chancellor/RUSL to the Hon. President.
Further, the Commission decided to send all the required
documents and specific records as to why the Commission is not
recommending any applicant to the post of Vice-Chancellor/
RUSL”

S DONEDROA, 0® EBwr O° wswinn* S Do.

g aemd 0y Budmcd®m® University Grants
Commission &z #20388980 8Os «OmD. 8 e®m
OB DO Bw o, 0@DB ecwr Bwmd. | quote:

"* three (03) applicants who applied for the post of Vice-
Chancellor/RUSL made a written complaint to the UGC
regarding alleged manipulation by the Council/ ...."

*the composite mark sheet and individual mark sheets of
each of the candidates, that there exist discrepancies in marks
give to certain candidates.

* the candidate who became the first at the previous Vice-
Chancellor selection (not appointed by him by the former
President) has not been selected among the three names
recommended ...."

"Accordingly, the Commission having considered the above
discrepancy in the marks given to applicants by several Council
members, decided not to recommend any of the names to be
appointed as the Vice-Chancellor/RUSL to the Hon. President.”
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“As per the letter number HE/UD/Rajarata/Appoint, dated
December 04, 2024 of Chairman, University Grants Commission
submitted along with the above letter, the present University
Grants Commission has not recommended any of the names
proposed by the Council of Rajarata University.....”

“Consequently, the requirements stipulated under section 34
(1)(a) of the Universities Act, No. 16 of 1978 remain unfulfilled.”
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development; to be read a
Second time upon Saturday, 15th March, 2025

and to be printed; and to be referred to the Committee on Public
Finance.
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Presented by the Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development; to be read a
Second time upon Saturday, 15th March, 2025

and to be printed; and to be referred to the Committee on Public
Finance.
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Presented by the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law,
Minister of Justice and National Integration; to be read a Second time
upon Saturday, 15th March, 2025

and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Ministerial
Consultative Committee.
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HEAD 110.- MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND NATIONAL
INTEGRATION

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 6,872,800,000
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I send greetings to my good Friend, Minister, eewicdco,
the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, through you, Sir.

Hon. Chairman, I move,

“That a sum of Rs. 10 be cut from all the Recurrent
Expenditure and Capital Expenditure in each Programme, as per
the tradition, out of the Heads of Expenditure Nos. 110, 228 to
236 and 326 pertaining to the Ministry and other departments
and institutions coming under it debated today, Saturday, 01*
March, 2025, under the Committee Stage Discussion of the
Appropriation Bill, 2025.”
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

OO OEROB, RAN® w6 DB . W6 EOBID Ao
aw euImHo.

O O ®esIess DHnmo

(orenrLyfl@ wBerm &Gswresir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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@O BNIBBOs

(orairylg sallsreart oeuiser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! ©® @d&dMedd ©5;
DONEDRO YRl 81@eemmdr af.

Bewdess

FNPGO DT WINBSWH@ Gowsmewsy 9O gowsy,
Bewless wnwmn® [od (eedgs) Bedd @il ©Owmi]
Eoes2920;8) Ses.

GYSHTLIMS, TTLAG  FLTBTUIST  YUTHET — YbBTTFIT
Slelleorny  ysVGsu, LITFE  FuTBTWSET  Yeuiser  [wresTL/e
(ewsusglwir) Heweal] Fraj] SewesoLo 615s)GS5TTH6T.

Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.

O3S ®emd ®wesIessT Dwmn

(omessrLyfl @ wCerr &Gswrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

With due respect to you, Sir, I must say that I thought
the Hon. Speaker would remain until I finished my
speech. @z syw, gdmew oy Obviously, I respect
you, Sir.
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states, “The Official Language of Sri Lanka shall be
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el BB DOV, RAROTed 15%eceomny guimdo
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and Tamil shall be Official Languages of Sri Lanka”
B8, 93 3. o mosIs.

o8, 05 Bedmdh. § c@imwe? @® Jed ¢moeed
¥y WYS ¥8 emoemy -BowE ©®d BO:E BID
oo~ 00 Bwr »O®, dBed mEBEEHO Swr DO
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S 398 BHO)

(wrenryilE sallsrari ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Mano Ganesan, you have two more minutes.

O O] ®wesIessT DHnmo
(orerLyfl@ wBsrm &Gewresir)
(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
Please have mercy on me, Sir.

OO 38RO

(oressr @ seflsTeri oauissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

We are highly strangulated for time because we
started one hour or 45 minutes late today.

OO O] wesIessy Ownmn

(omevorLyfl@ wBeorm &Genreeir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
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DO BT, ©D B3O WS 6ed EWDTVmD G
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285 000 ABHO.
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208 0. & ¢wd pndemw ®OBID eisieny mwr. W&, I
DE 0D ¢HRBIOD RO OvOED woerddms, B8y
0 HOw. Im 0w W6 O¥. gdes ® Thirteen plus

@csimy  Seo.  Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution
Bwos@m mosimy, e ww nOe BuwodOm @osis.
B8 BED OBDCem® DO, I WOBTD. Den®
B O & D108 edsTesy Bywi.

00 ¢OBROB, I DORO® Il OB, VIR
a8 OB 8O 00ed8, HB® T
#OBOOw ecw BOwn WO o5l. & gRiBsned
Beadn B8O HHBwe @) O, lmwe emd) 5BOO
BB, & e¢m® eduny Ay BOBIHOD OB Dy,
parallely wz¥» ®»%. They should go parallely. Otherwise, it
will not work. 5 55® 6O wesdmy . ¢8 ¥ Im.
IRV 8Eed®sTnd0 8 80 i8dn 98un
DO 053, ¢8 I ¢, gert C18eEndn qodac?

@G 8RB 59 ®azT Owmn
(oresstyfl@ Wpedly i remsLoTesT)
(The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman)
e B

®5 ®emd ®esIess’ Dwmn
(oressrLyifl@ w@err &Gewrasir)
(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)
¢ G0ed »w. 0H O&.

@O BNIBBO0

(wrenryLilE sallsrari jeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Mano Ganesan, you have exhausted your
allotted time.

®5 ®emd ®esIess’ Owmn

(oressrLyifl@ w@err &Gewrasir)

(The Hon. Mano Ganesan)

»0d eDEI 98, »O W O D& @®%m» OB
B 9CEON »I8x, ®d ¢O@Bn®0 EnB m»dx 1. Hon.
Harshana Nanayakkara, once again, I send my greetings to
you.

Thank you very much, Hon. Chairman.

@O BNIBBO0

(oresstLyLbl@ sallFTari ojeuitser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara. You have 21
minutes.

[12.03. p.m.]

@0 BRw wlven 52NGEIC Bvmn (gBmSen 6w

BB m S §Om1ne)

(oresryfl@ FLLGgrenl anTaser BrevTTWSETT - b

wHmib CsAw mHedLLILTL (B HEPLOFFT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Hon. Chairman, I will use up 15 minutes at the
beginning and keep the rest to be used later .

First of all, I would like to thank the Hon. Mano
Ganesan for reminding me of the bond we had then and
that bond, we will tend to continue. When it comes to
national integration and reconciliation, peace between
races and the chance for all of us to live in a dignified
manner is my vision and my dream and that was what my
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late father also wanted. That is what you also want and it
will be done. So, thank you very much for mentioning
that.

I must also say that when it comes to the law-making
process, we do not consider all of you who are sitting in
the Opposition benches as our opponents, but as our
partners who work together in progress. At election times,
we may be opponents, but right now, we all work for the
betterment of the country.

National unity and reconciliation, peacebuilding,
friendship-making are inherent in our programme. So,
thank you very much, Hon. Mano Ganesan. Your
observations are taken very positively.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Harshana Nanyakkara, you have only two more
minutes left, out of the 15 minutes you requested for to
speak.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you, Hon. Chairman.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Harshana Nanyakkara, your time is up.
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(oressryfl@ FL L SSTewll QD iTagesr HrenTTiwidssTr)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

I will take one more minute and finish my speech,
Hon. Chairman.

@8 Civil Procedure Code ©z amend m3@e- g0 @O
e HOWO w8 oD CHOn wiwew BEEHmwE
Bodsy DO wErH OBIN GBeds’ 8OwAB. HYW, 0® Bwy
BB G0 vtded HEOTOL Bren HOGO w8 ecsis
godsl. & amd eldwiemed 8 gy @l gdiwsNOBID
DEBOWsT ©® »oD OO yOw 00 »8 gedwo
6. That is all, Sir. Thank you.

@O BWIBBRO

(wrenTyLlE sallFrari Ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper. You have 15 minutes.

[12.17 p.m.]

®0 B50EuB BB 0O, Besn® mBwdel Swmo

(orevryfl@ Ferrdud i L dgrewt 6rid. BIFTD Srilwliuif)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Chairman, I am starting at 12.18 p.m. and will
take the whole 15 minutes allotted to me.

Sir, before I proceed, I must take this opportunity to
extend my congratulations to the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition on two remarkable achievements of his.
Firstly, after a long time, he has managed to unite the
entire Opposition to oppose the Budget, an
accomplishment that no other Leader of the Opposition in
the recent history has been able to achieve. Perhaps with
just one exception, he has orchestrated a rare moment of
consensus across all the Opposition Parties. Secondly, 1
must commend him on his eloquent and meticulously
timed 45-minute speech, which compellingly outlined
why this Budget is a failure. Perhaps, his speech was so
impressive that the Hon. Leader of the House wished to
make him the permanent Leader of the Opposition
through constitutional means! Or is it, rather, that the
Hon. Leader of the House desires to make his own party
the permanent governing party through constitutional
means and that is why he made these remarks, I wonder?
But, Sir, this is not the first time in the history that a
Government in power has dreamt of keeping the
particular Opposition Leader in that role indefinitely,
perhaps out of a desire to maintain their own grip on
power permanently.
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This political manoeuvring is not new. History
reminds us that similar tactics were first deployed by
President J.R. Jayewardene, who, despite commanding an
overwhelming five-sixth majority, which was 83 per cent
unlike the 71 per cent majority in Parliament you have, to
neutralize the Opposition. He enacted the Sixth
Amendment to the Constitution, effectively forcing the
main Opposition out of Parliament. Not stopping at that,
he went on to strip the main Opposition Leader of her
civic rights so that he could remain in power and contest
the next election. Then, decades later, we saw the Hon.
Mahinda Rajapaksa attempting a similar strategy, floating
the idea of making the Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe the
constitutionally guaranteed, lifelong Leader of the
Opposition. I distinctly remember an article in “The
Sunday Times” at that time, its very popular "5"
Column", discussing this very idea. And, now, Sir, we see
the echoes of the same political ambition in the present
Government. In a winding up speech of the Hon. Leader
of the House, we heard similar sentiments. Perhaps, he is
revealing the desire for perpetual power. But, let me
caution the Hon. Leader of the House that hiHHistory
does not favour those who take the people for granted.

Sir, let me list some of the failures of this Government
in the administration of justice since it took control of the
State machinery. First, bringing the conspirators of the
Easter Sunday attack before court. The Minister in charge
of public security stated that a large amount of witnesses'
evidence including the testimonies from the Batticaloa
Prison authorities were recorded and forwarded to the
Colombo Magistrate as far back as 24™ November, 2024.
It has now been nearly three months since then, Hon.
Minister of Justice. One needs no further hint to
understand where the investigation is pointing. As the
Hon. President stated last evening, the culprits know that
the investigation is closing in on them. They are not going
to just sit idly by. By now, the forces must be engaged in
diversionary tactic. I think you all are well aware of that.
So, should the authorities not act swiftly? Whether we
like it or not, the Prevention of Terrorism Act is being
used in this investigation. It has been used to detain
thousands of Muslims for years and the vast majority of
them were released, admitting that there is no evidence
against them. I am sure the authorities will apply the same
law to investigate and prosecute the conspirators of the
Easter attack. So, why hesitate to name the accused when
the evidence is more compelling? Now, it is three months
since the last "B"” Report has been produced in the
Magistrate’s Court of Colombo.

Let me now say a few words about the daylight
murder of Mr. Lasantha Wickrematunge. I appreciate that
the Hon. President has finally acknowledged the bona fide
of the Attorney-General’s role in this case when the truth
has been distorted on social media through
misinformation and  unprofessional  speculations.
However, I must also acknowledge that there are some
highly knowledgeable and professional YouTubers - I do
not want to mention the names as they will say I am
trying to advertise them - who provide insight and
credible analysis.

Next, the long-forgotten murder of Dinesh Schaffter -
we all have forgotten that - a crime shrouded in mystery

but clearly falling into the category of organized crime.
We have forgotten the murder of Dinesh Schaffter. Sir,
yet, to date, no suspects have been identified.

Then, the infamous Central Bank Bond scam. I
addressed that yesterday, but let me reiterate it. The
authorities must proceed with the trial in absentia - 1
know the Minister of Justice knows about it - under the
provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure. We cannot
wait till Arjuna Mahendran is sent here; it must start off
in absentia. Extraditing a suspect is an unachievable task
in the current state of the justice system because we are in
a hell of a mess today. This has been deliberately
undermined. However, I am confident that once the
suspect is convicted, the Singaporean authorities would
find it difficult to refuse his extradition.

And then, the recent series of killings clearly point to
organized crimes. It seems that the people behind these
murders are deciding who should be arrested and who
should not be. In the murder of "Ganemulle Sanjeewa",
look at how easily the shooter was arrested. Yet, the
woman who coordinated the attack, who is in the centre
of all the key players in that Hollywood-style shooting,
remains untouched. Is she, perhaps, the Sarah Jasmin of
this killing? And, we know what happened to Sarah
Jasmin. Sir, | am wondering whether the same thing
would happen to this lady also.

The President spoke last evening in this august
Assembly, stating that these were five well-coordinated
killings, hinting that they were orchestrated by an
invisible hand. Does that not remind us of the
meticulously planned Easter Sunday attack, Hon.Minister
of Justice? I know, we all are facing a serious challenge in
upholding people’s confidence in our judicial system. In
fact, I was shocked - I was shocked, Sir - at what the
President said while delivering his speech in Parliament
last evening. Unfortunately, I went and sat where our
leader, the Hon. Rauff Hakeem sits. While delivering his
speech, looking straight at my eyes, this is what the Hon.
President said: "wx¥mdd ¢8 med@rwe® @simdr. SmO
any0m O 08E BRI 9uimds. IO amen Om
w8 BEWBs o¥mdn. IO gmonm O glWmoe
BENBsY 9x3mdr. 90 Bwmdr S80amd". That is what he
said. "m0 gxyon D5 BBKrd 9" Be Cod oo
DCC BOD, ®©O ®wNIBROB. - [hds BHE@] oo
B50B8BR® den® BDD, Sod HO®. AN E» ¢imrdo. -
[P280 8@z Not to me, but to my profession and your
profession, Hon. Minister. In fact, the President was
looking straight at me twice when he questioned the role
of a lawyer. Then, he continued to say, Hon. Minister of
Justice, "08n® gudHdW DY Bewed Joewnd.." - @®
DDemsy DOm® BOE) Bwens §ed, DOcosimy ewie
0B Beso - ... BB S OmO 5 gt dsied
ROed we". | was shocked, Sir! That was what he said
yesterday. He further asked, "e®mm=fe @® BR8cs?" Then,
he ended up saying, "e®=m gsdd cwsem". Sir, for a
moment, I was shocked and speechless as a senior
member of the legal profession with my exposure to the
official and unofficial bars and having taken a special
oath as a President's Counsel - we take a special oath, Sir
- to make my services available to the State! But, I do not
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think this Government is going to take my service. I am
not even called upon to serve as a member of the Panel of
Chairs, leave alone taking my service for the State. That
does not matter. But, when I am called upon to defend the
country and its integrity, I wondered how I should
respond to the President’s statement. So, leave alone the
public, Hon. Minister of Justice, the President himself has
lost confidence in the system of administration of justice!
Please take a note of that fact. He did not spare anybody;
police officers, officers of the forces, judicial officers and
lawyers are being accused of creating a ¢©c@ oSz
That is a very serious matter. My only consolation is that
the Hon. Minister of Justice, being a senior lawyer -
though you are not a President’s Counsel, I feel you are
entitled it to be conferred on with your experience, both in
the official and unofficial bar - would be able to put
things into proper perspective and dispel any
misconceptions about our profession.

Sir, I want to conclude because I have a very limited
time, following the new trend set by the Hon. Wasantha
Samarasinghe. He wound up his speech with the words of
a song.
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(The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake)
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Kariapper, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Thank you, Sir, but I am going to finish my speech in
one minute since everybody is hungry.
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law - Deputy
Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs)
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes, Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara?
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! The Sittings is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then
resumed.
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The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama. You have eight

minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have exhausted your allotted time.
You may please conclude.
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(The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama, Attorney-at-Law)
Give me one more minute, please.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath. You have eight
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne.
You have eight minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne)
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne. You have nine
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne)

Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Thank you, Hon. Member, for those valuable ideas
that you gave. We will take them positively.

O0] OEROB, 1OC almoen BB wmw wO®ITVewWSY
DEBEHB® e & ov oen. 0@ ¢duEdhed YO
20ms BuE wwe G 0¢stm 08 BOEH DOH. HO®
3DBIW @O D ¢ Bles’ ¥ YT, 0O En
OB @30 DEH0.

®C BWIBBOs

(oremrylE sellerari oeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Muneer Mulaffer. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera. You have 15 minutes.
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Hon. Deputy Chairperson, I wish to start by taking up
the Government’s thinking of an Independent
Prosecutor’s Office. In the North and the East, there had
been several cases of  habeas corpus filed in the
Provincial High Court in Vavuniya and those had been
sent to the Mullaitivu Magistrate for inquiry and after
inquiry, the High Court had given an Order in favour of
the petitioners, that is, holding the military, the Army,
responsible for the enforced disappearance of certain
individuals. Now, the Attorney-General’s Department
which appeared on behalf of the Army has decided to
appeal the case. So, at the moment, it is before the Court
of Appeal. But my point here, Madam, is - I am glad that
the Hon. Minister is present - that if the Court of Appeal
holds with the petitioners, then again it falls on the

Attorney-General’s Department to prosecute those
officials, and it is the view of all those professional
lawyers, counsels who have been appearing for similar
cases, that there is a major conflict of interest, where the
Attorney-General’s Department, that is the primary
lawyer for the State, for the armed forces, is asked to go
against the State in cases such as this. So, very obviously,
there is a conflict of interest and in that case, the whole
credibility of these proceedings comes into question.

So, if the Government is thinking in terms of
rectifying this by creating an Independent Prosecutor’s
Office, then that would be welcomed. But, very clearly,
such an office has to be equipped with adequate
infrastructure and resources, and the officials should have
the power to directly get involved in investigations, give
directions to the police, supervise the police and other
investigatory bodies and also the power to directly
institute proceedings against the offenders. I think those
are the basic qualities that will have to be considered and
it must be completely independent as well. I think the key
test would be to ensure that such an office does not go
down the way of the Attorney-General’s Department with
regard to this conflict of interest. I, by no means, wish to
cast any aspersions on the Department. Since I personally
also have been in the profession - I am qualified as a
lawyer although I do not practise - I know that the
Department has some tremendous talent. But,
nonetheless, when you are asked to do a particular job in
defending the State or take the side of the State on a vast
majority of cases and then to be asked to suddenly turn
round and prosecute State officials, I think there is a
genuine issue. So, certainly in the the North and the East,
with regard to the habeas corpus cases and such, there is,
definitely, a problem of credibility.

The second point I wish to raise, Madam, is the
question of mass graves. In the North and the East, there
had been instances where mass graves had been found.
One was found in the Sathosa Building in Kokkuthoduvai
and another in Mannar, just beyond the bridge, the
causeway. Then, as of two weeks ago, in the cemetery in
Chemmani, Jaffna, there had been skeletal remains found.

In fact, I personally went and had a look. At that time
when I went and had a look, the police had not taken any
action; the Magistrate had not been informed. It was one
of our party members, who also happens to be in the
committee of the cemetery, whom I asked to make a
formal complaint to the police. Thereafter, the Magistrate
got involved and the matter is now being looked into.
But, with the question of mass graves, Hon. Minister,
there is no protocol. To my knowledge, there is no clear
protocol to handle mass graves. As a result, there is a
severe shortage of funds and it is almost always the case
where the Government Agent is asked to get involved.
The OMP, I think, has a little bit of funds, but nowhere
close to the sort of resources required for the work that
has to be done by the Department of Government Analyst
and the courts to have this matter looked into as a matter
of urgency. As a result, because of things getting dragged
on, both in Kokkuthoduvai in Mannar and now, in
Chemmani, Jaffna, evidence can get destroyed or
tampered with. These are questions of mass graves and
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you know that the major accusation with regard to the
Chemmani case is that over 600 people - civilians - were
killed and buried in that vicinity. Then, there were
accusations during the Chandrika Bandaranaike's
Government that overnight, there were excavations being
done. So, the suspicion is that the bodies from the
Chemmani mass graves had been removed and dumped in
this cemetery. So, that is a suspicion. If you do not have
the sort of resources primarily to protect that area and to
ensure that the evidence is not lost, a grave injustice is
likely to happen. So, that is another area that the Hon.
Minister has to look into.

Our Party's position is that because of the system that
we have here and because of the nature of the ethnic
conflict that had taken place and the way in which the
conflict took place with Tamil people fighting against the
State, asking for justice from the State - there is a
polarization and the system has been pitted against a
particular ethnic group - the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights - I think if [ am
not mistaken it was High Commissioner Prince Zeid who
made the comment - is of the view that an internal
inquiry is not feasible in Sri Lanka for the simple reason
that the system has, unfortunately, been prejudiced and is
no longer in a position to carry out an impartial
intervention in this matter.

So, it is in that context I am raising these issues and as
far as I am concerned, the evidence must be protected.
You must, at least, try and protect that evidence. With
regard to how these issues are to be looked at, you all
have been suggesting an internal mechanism. My view is
that that is just a non-starter. So, at the very least, if you
could ensure that this evidence is protected and is
recorded in a credible manner, I think that is the best you
could do under these circumstances. I, for one, am not
going to ask you to actually investigate it. I wish Sri
Lanka was different; I wish we, as victims, could have
said that we have credibility, that we look upon the
system with credibility, but we do not. Nothing has
happened so far to suggest that that situation will change.
So, my request to you is that you intervene and ensure
that adequate funds, adequate resources are given to
protect the evidence in the mass graves so that at one
point, when there is some agreement with regard to how
to proceed on the question of accountability with the
victims, then, this evidence could properly be used.

Madam, the other matter is with regard to another
conflict of interest. If you take the current matters that are
sensitive, there have been ancient worship sites that are
contested in the North and the East. One is Kurunthur
Malai; the other one is Vedukkunaari Malai and then,
there is the matter of the ThaiyiddyTemple, which is not
an ancient one. In the first two, that is, in Kurunthur
Malai and Vedukkunaari Malai, the Department of
Archaeology gets involved. And when the Department of
Archaeology gets involved - the police are with the
Department of Archaeology - it goes before the
magistrate and the magistrate gives certain orders
according to law. According to law, he had said that it is
an archaeological site, it must be preserved and no new

buildings must come up without the permission of the
court. But, despite those orders being given, there are
construction works that have taken place with the police's
and the military's help and the Department of
Archaeology fully sanctions that; it is on the instructions
of the Department of Archaeology that it is happening.
The Attorney-General’s Department takes the side of
these government departments. Despite the Magistrate
giving Orders, this has been happening. And when
Mullaitivu Magistrate T. Saravanaraja had been informed
that in violation of his own Orders, there had been
various things happening at those sites and he had gone to
visit the sites, he was threatened. The information that
came public from that Judge was that the Attorney-
General himself called him and effectively threatened
him to a point where he had to leave the country. He had
fled the country. So, there is something here that you
need to look at. The Department is asked to appear for the
military, the police, for government departments and
when there are sensitive cases and there is a clash, the
whole system collapses. Certainly, that is our experience
and that should not happen. So, for that matter also, you
must have a look at this.

Hon. Minister, it is in this backdrop that several senior
officials from the Attorney-General’s Department are
preferred to be appointed to the apex courts. Currently -
correct me if I am wrong - in the Supreme Court, out of
the 17 judges, except for four, all the others are from the
Attorney-General’s Department.

Then, if you take the Court of Appeal, out of the 15,
eight are from the Attorney-General’s Department. The
nature of their work - they are heavily tilting towards the
State - is to defend the State interests. So, for them to be
appointed in these numbers to those apex courts calls into
question the credibility of the structure of the courts.
Therefore, Hon. Minister, my advice is that you must
resort to the earlier practice, where, except for the
Attorney-General and the Solicitor General, 1 do not
think anybody else should be considered to the apex
court, which is the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal. The other members of the Department can be
considered to the High Court and let them come up after
that, but, certainly, not in the numbers and the way in
which they are being appointed right now to the apex
court because it is terribly prejudicial to career judges.
The career judges work so hard and after 20 years of
work, they can only aspire, in realistic terms, to come up
to the Court of Appeal and that also, maybe, for one year
or two years, maximum,; that is the practice today. If you
take Tamil judges, I think Justice C. V. Vigneswaran
was probably the last Supreme Court Judge - or whether
there is someone else now, I do not know - who came up
as a career judge. I have personal knowledge of that. That
is why I am mentioning it. I am certain the case is the
same with regard to the Sinhalese judges. So, it is terribly
unfair for a career judge to work so hard, to be transferred
all over the country to the detriment of his family, to the
detriment of his children and sometimes, to their
education and then to find that they cannot get the
reward, despite being true to their work, to reach the
highest positions in their field.



505 ZlelelclCka 1) 506

0 Bewdss eswisBnda

(orenryflg Wrdls sallereri oeuiasr)
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(omevsrLLil@ of.ef. GlLTesTERTLDLIGVLD)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

I am winding up, Madam.

Criminal justice, as far as the North and the East is
concerned, is the most fundamental issue today. It is
because of mass atrocities and the need for justice and
accountability for the crimes that were committed during
the war. Hon. Minister, your Government says that an
internal inquiry is what you would consider in that regard.
But, your Government has not said one word as to
whether mass crimes like the crime of genocide, the war
crimes and crimes against humanity would be brought
into law. Without the Rome Statute being agreed upon
and being made into law in this country, you cannot even
think in terms of having an internal inquiry. That is just
the beginning. You do not have the legal will to prosecute
mass crimes because you do not have the infrastructure to
do it and quite honestly, you will never do it. And, your
Government has said on numerous occasions, including
the President himself, that he is not prepared to have one
case brought before a court of law, which means there is
no will. In that backdrop, if what you saying is that you
are going to have an internal mechanism, it can only mean
that you are going to try and ensure that the victims agree
to something that does not involve criminal justice, and
that is a cover up. That certainly tantamount to a cover up
and you must not do that. If you going to do that, it is
going down the same way as the previous governments
did for the last 16 and 17 years and it makes no difference
at all to the Tamils.

@G BBeg HBBew 50503 H0S Swmo

(orerll@ FLLSSTeni] aDiages BHresrTidhsry)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Ponnambalam, I will reply to you more in my
winding up speech. But, for the time being, regarding the
mass graves you referred to, I must say that we have
allocated funds for the Kokkuthoduvai grave in two stages,
Rs. 5.6 million and Rs. 9.6 million, and for the one in
Mannar, we have allocated Rs. 2.88 lakhs only. In Colombo
also, as you know, there was a mass grave, for which we
have allocated Rs. 8.1 lakhs and Rs. 19 lakhs. The grave in
Chemmani is a fairly recent one. So, we will definitely look
into it and attend to the matter. We are going to protect all
the evidence because we believe justice is for everyone, not
just for the South or the North. On how we are going to
approach it, we may have differences of opinion, but justice
will be done to everybody, to all Sri Lankan citizens. I will
reply more at the end.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Chairperson, first of all, I would like to
thank you for giving me time to express my views on the
Votes of the Ministry of Justice and National Integration,
which has approximately 24 institutions under its
purview, at this very important Discussion. The Ministry
of Justice and National Integration also plays a crucial
role in the country in ensuring fair and impartial
administration of justice and upholding the rule of law.

Madam Chairperson, William E Gladstone, a former
British Prime Minister, in the late 1800s famously said,
“Justice delayed is justice denied”. I think the Hon.
Minister of Justice also mentioned that in his speech.
That legal maxim means, if legal redress or equitable
relief available to a litigant is not forthcoming, then it is
same as there not being a remedy at all. If you look at the
position in Sri Lanka, I think we all would agree that
there are so many delays in our legal system, which has a
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huge social impact, on the lives and livelihoods of our
people. Sometimes, people have to wait for generations to
get some sort of redress from the judicial system.

At a research done by the Judicial Service
Commission, it has been revealed that approximately 1.1
million cases are in a state of delay: in the Supreme
Court, 5,600 cases, in the Court of Appeal, 6, 100 cases,
in the Civil Appellate Court, 28,000 cases, in the High
Court, 254,000 cases and in the Magistrate’s Court,
791,000 cases.

The Hon. Minister of Justice and National Integration
also mentioned in his opening speech about the delays in
our legal system and as I mentioned before, this definitely
has a huge social impact on the accused, the defendant
and all the parties concerned. A person, until proven
guilty, is deemed innocent. Most people accused of
serious crimes often lose their jobs and would have to
face hardships in their personal relationships. Also, the
cost incurred by both the accused and the aggrieved party
i1s immense. Therefore, like I said before, we have to take
steps to hasten the process.

Successive governments discussed about law's delays,
but there has been no affirmative action taken in that
regard. It not only has a social impact, but also an impact
on foreign investments coming into the country. Again,
the Hon. Minister of Justice and National Integration
mentioned it in his speech. Usually, any foreign investor,
before he invests in a country, conducts due diligence and
a market research and often looks at the World Bank’s
Ease of Doing Business Index. So, when you look at that
Index, you will see that Sri Lanka ranks very low mainly
because the time taken for contract enforcement is very
long. Just to give you an example, Sri Lanka takes
approximately three-and-a-half years to enforce a
contract. Sri Lanka stands at 164, out of 190 countries in
that Index. When you compare this time span with that of
New Zealand, which tops the list, they take only six
months to enforce a contract. So, if we want more
investors to come into our country, we definitely need to
speed up our judicial process so that it would be an
incentive for foreign investors to come into Sri Lanka and
invest.

So, how can we speed up the process? I would like to
make a few suggestions since the Hon. Minister of Justice
and National Integration has just come back to the House.
One suggestion is to create an administrative tribunal
because, as we know, in the Supreme Court, there are a
lot of fundamental right cases with regard to teacher
transfers and school admissions, by which a significant
amount of court time is consumed. Therefore, I would
like to suggest an administrative tribunal be established so
that these courts can be staffed by retired judges since we
know that, in Sri Lanka, the retirement age for judges is
65 years. Then, definitely there would be another ten to
fifteen years' time during which they could provide a
service to our judicial system. Also, the cases can be
taken up on a regional basis so that the number which
come up to the Supreme Court could somewhat be
minimized.

Another suggestion is the digitization of the judicial
system. The digitization of the judicial system was
spoken of by the Hon. Minister of Justice and National
Integration as well as the Hon. Ajith P. Perera, Member
of Parliament. I know that in 2017, the ICTA together
with the Ministry of Justice embarked on a court
automation project and subsequently, several steps were
taken to digitize the judicial process. But, I do not think it
has been successfully done. For example, in High Court
No. 01 in Kandy, there is just a TV and that is all. There
is no system in place for virtual courtrooms. Therefore, I
would request the Hon. Minister to look into that. When 1
talk of digitization, it is not only to have virtual court
hearings, but we must also consider the digitization of the
registration process. For example, for submission of
documents and payment of court fees. We know that in
Sri Lanka, usually, if you submit a 100-page document to
a five-judge bench, you need to provide five copies of it.
Depending on the number of accused-petitioners, more
copies may need to be printed. So, digitization will also
reduce the cost of litigation and at the same time, help
speed up the process. I think, earlier, the Hon. Minister
mentioned this matter as well.

Another suggestion I would like to make is,
empowering judges to impose realistic costs. As you
know, at the moment, judges in our legal system do not
seem to award high costs and as a result, we see a lot of
frivolous actions being instituted against people.
Therefore, if we have some sort of guidelines in place by
updating the relevant gazettes, the judges could award
higher costs, which would also help speed up the process.

As a Member of Parliament representing the Kandy
District, I would now like to talk about a few matters
pertaining to the Kandy Bar. The Kandy Court Complex
was built in the early 2000s at the request of my father,
who was a Member of Parliament at that time together
with the Hon. (Prof.) G. L. Peiris. Actually, it has been
close to 25 years since it was built and lot of repairs are
now needed to upkeep that courthouse. Therefore, I
would request the Hon. Minister to visit the Kandy Court
Complex in the near future and then, maybe, we can look
at how we can improve that complex. The Kandy Bar is
the second largest Bar Association in Sri Lanka. We
have about approximately 1,000 lawyers in the Kandy
Bar. However, there are only 129 offices for the lawyers
and during the previous Government, Cabinet approval
was given to construct a new office for the lawyers.
Actually, at the very last stage, a UDA property was
allocated to build a further 129 offices.

I would request the Hon. Minister to help us in this
process as the lawyers are willing to use their own funds
and contribute towards the building. However, the only
problem is that the cost per lawyer is Rs. 3.5 million and
they would like to be given a period of five to ten years to
pay that amount. As you know, these contributions will
be made mostly by new, young lawyers and Rs. 3.5
million is a large sum of money, especially for those in
the outstation Bars. So, I would request you to consider
giving at least a period of five to ten years for those
lawyers to pay that amount back to the Government.
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Madam, let me raise just one more matter. Usually,
commercial matters exceeding Rs. 50 million are referred
to the Commercial High Court, Colombo. Once again, I
would request the Hon. Minister - I think you would
definitely agree with me, as we are both members of the
Honourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn - that a part-time
Commercial High Court be instituted to hear commercial
matters exceeding Rs. 50 million. Then, it would be easier
for the lawyers in Kandy since, otherwise, they would
have to travel all the way to Colombo for the hearings of
those cases.

Finally, I would like to wish the Hon. Harshana
Nanayakkara all the best! We would also like to extend
our assistance to solve any legal issues which we may
have to face in Sri Lanka.

Thank you.

@G BBeg wBvem 5050606 Svmo

(orerll@ FLLSSTemi] aDiages BHresITidhery)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. (Mrs.) Kiriella, the Kandy lawyers’ matter, I
have attended to. Two groups of lawyers came to meet
me. It is a UDA land and I assisted them. However, if
things are not yet solved, please lead them to me and I
will attend to the matter. I fully understand.

Also, you will be happy to note that we have started a
rapid court digitalization programme. As I said, Justice
Arjuna Obeysekera’s Committee is considering it and one
of the model courts we are going to use for that purpose
will be the Kandy Court. Therefore, you should be getting
digitalization a little earlier than the rest of the country.
So, we will be attending to that.

Thank you very much.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY ~CHAIRPERSON OF

COMMITTEES  left the Chair, and THE HON. (DR.) (MS.)
KAUSHALYA ARIYARATHNE took the Chair.

[3.40 p.m.]
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Hon. Presiding Member, thank you very much for
offering me this opportunity to speak.
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(orenTLll@ VWS THIGL 2 MILLNETT SjeuTdsir)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up.

®07 (e00es) ded. & dDimBI¢Tatsh Swmo
(orerLfl@ (sweubdwiir) 6T6rv. Laf LIUTETHSTTET)
(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah)

Madam, give me one more minute, please.
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Hon. Minister, now I would like to draw your
attention to the "Technical Assistance Report -
Governance Diagnostic Assessment, September 2023" of
the International Monetary Fund. I am sure that you have
laid your eyes on it by now. e® Bedsiesy, snusind
ges @d@ced Technical Assistance Report &. 20238 58
e®m e Beasles’. ©® Hnurlerd IOTE &i1E
ooy IMF 950 ovm mced »e8 e@m wiged. &¢
0500 VIO 0@m eDeWI® Gcdews’ DIECEOD
BeamrD. o 00 @ wosTs @(BE.

@®8  "Section IX: Rule of Law: The effectiveness of the
Judiciary - (a) Case Backlog" soen e®etd senst edmdo:

“The perception of international investors and the financial
sector is that it is unattractive to do business in Sri Lanka, citing
absence of a functioning judiciary as the key sticking point.”

®® Bm 9360 KmssIns Y ad®eBsy Yes ydmw
8BOITVeBHS GBDCHB GO SE YRHBH B
0 & 000 88us wd BYew. & Bw dodvewrs’®
O® & oen On HOBTD M O(BE.

& Ded® 8 Busiey m@B8, BBHGIOGBTO Beadnm
workload &z o, & o IMF dezd @® Technical
Assistance Report ®ezf "Section IX: Rule of Law: The
effectiveness of the Judiciary - (b) Court process delays due
to caseload and lack of effective judicial administration"
wOen @5 08 BBwO wewsy WS Bedmo:

“The heavy workload of judges is increased by heavy court
administration procedures.”

©0 §OBn®A, @® administration procedure Oz &8
BB Bsoced 9ens ©5ID) EeE 9Esy WS Pay ©¢wn.
cde® »HE) wew BBPGOJewE DB ®n WOBEWIO,
28miemed BT8O 8d®ITVewsy ¢ D HFOW
o 88 S Hew. @@ administration part O Bweo
BB Besced B8O meed 00 gnEs Beadmds. AROsIEs
¢sizn 888 @8 e mced 9e & o enE Bedmdo.
o8B ac cOvywey I HooFeom8. & Beo
2BDEwessT® EmO Sec®r @i OB Gna.

O8 mDgo0 e®ed wewsy edmo:

“The lack of resources in the judiciary is clear with the Ministry
of Justice (MolJ) citing the ratio of approximately 15 judges per
million population.”

This was in 2023. The situation has worsened now.

@6 BB wven 5062 mNS OHm
(oreTLfl@ FLLSSTenil aDiages BHressTTidheTy)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
No, in 2019.-

@G BBeg BpE Yymslg Swmo

(orerfl@ FLssrent! ASrmed LresTThgI)

(The Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law)

All right, that was from 2015 to 2019. Thank you,
Hon. Minister. 9® oeamwd @ ®ew dnp® ®
@O®EEO D18 WOEOD WHD) HB B OO Bnmds. &8
500 e wensy @dH !

“In addition to the case load, judges are also being consumed
with running administrative matters at court which could be
managed by court administration personnel so that judges can focus
on adjudication.”

®® ) OB ef BOITVewsY HOB 0® Bwsless.

0 ©® Dbmned emdent BwIOn* O

ot 0Ge) ©S OGS weA.

& Ded® BBeB 0cdned®sind u@aridewys, 98
DOGROC 850 wO®ITRewnS e yBdmwE B @O
Beamd. & 8@sfews’ ©®d; #OBR®ed Dmw O®
@w mSm. 20178 3.8. @8l Da8md 988un S
BRen. 98 SeodvewsI® wewsy edmd, D0¢ 8¢ me Emed
8O al0dd¢rn PEWIwwY ey BBO and ©@izns
e Dws 48 w7 Beco. &, 20172, 29 BD
Ded OO Bnmyds ¢53 I enig @mnd »8c ¢l Bwco. &
Ded® 48 edIern evImy WOB Emed B8O wms eEH® e
58 Boow #ddy D5 & and MEWB B isews’ Desd
38 @067, OB men »HEed w8 Swinw gcd» B ew
DD BrId and EE w@isnsewrsy Dwd 18 @8,
en® NEDIO, HED OB med e emO ¢dwsy OB
5w @m0 e0@0zvs mEe O 10 & @oes 223

Em Bane Y@@ D00 o 00 Bedmd. S Beo
208 a8 & 01 O »OTTes’. ©0; HOBROA, ISred
3D & o ewd WO, B wWABw ©wdBrNDR
3w BEenm mOYn ®IBID. ¢8 n®0 & wewo gdans
@ CA eI M OBA8.

OG0 HOBROB, ac cod VIRed ®NHedE pE®D
30ens) Beds) e BE B8Eac «w® ymnxm medr. ©
sgBw d8sed yoB DEmd gldevm NED.. OO
2@ nOB, VIS aldWoem ¢ RS BOITTVewsT
Gi8BuC cHe e¢m®m Yr®mweR, - [ahds BHE@] Odgen
e3e? & »OB. 0® Dlmed Beadmr, Lww»O B8eE
7,254,90828. 5@senws 08 ex¥e?

@G BBk w8uem 530508 mS Svmo
(oresrfl@ FL1L_SSHTemil aniagest HresnrmwidssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
@D, ®2 Ddgem.

@G BBeg BpE ymoslg Owmo

(oressryfl@ FLLSgrewntl Agrmed LT )
(The Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you.

©® 00 i, e¢E O o8 Bwstes’. & D1ed®,
BBIGT DoB) 28 W@reRw 8CHI DO SBeE e 194,
eme® #380 Judoe @ilmoeme ©cHr LiwemO Gi8eE
cie 7.80 Baecy Beadmdr. 0® uem® Dwwmd s
oesy. 00 & dWem® Omn WO NED. ODEmO
om0 GBsE e¢emId HRTICE amVEcHE HBBw
SraYtaloTetx R

OG0 g0 BRBB, @® GiBsE cHe 72x Boslesy
S50 BOCWOB, »D demegrEecemnnOB ® afdig
s® 00 wrimy Bedm ©EE. 00 20O BARSs B
DIy myw;. OO 880D meg. 90 o® Busies’,
RIROIEed Bwe® mwo 8O e NEDIO 0®m BwE
8@renw.

* gedmmeed D .
* preflewsisslel) eneudsLiLL (Hlerergy.
* Placed in the Library.



517 ZlelelclCka 1) 518

[061 BB BopE gzl @wmo]

&g D00d® ogddwilmiemed ® gBwidrNdmited
8w 8 BB g BeE ey 14» nEwus Bedmo.
e®D IV Bwe® 0008, HEWEW Drews’ S8
eedHO Bedm oddE. dm Bw @0 5O efedn BIwd
RIROTEed ©Os bvw 25D e®m BwE Bwe®r ©wwY
s0edBwn.

@G BBeg w8vem 5506 m006 Svmo

(oreTfl@ FLLSSTemi] aDiTages BHresITildhsry)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law)

w3, dnBB. DOS vemmrw BeE VDed Ay 5O,
I D68sIm . I8 ©® BDed. | accept your answer.
Thank you, Hon. Minister.
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Hon. Minister, I was not hurt because you mentioned
that name, but at the way you spoke about him. I did not
expect something like that from a gentleman like you.
That is all that bothered me, nothing else.
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I thank you very much for your kindness; it is very
much appreciated. But, I know where my politics lies.
Thank you very much.
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[4.49 p.m.]

OO B3B8 BB 0Bl Gedmowo dwmo

(orevryfl@ Ferrdud Fi L dsrewntl epLIOVT LpervGLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Hon. Presiding Member, as much as I am a
Parliamentarian, I am a practising lawyer and a
President’s Counsel. So, I will be able look at things in
different perspectives. Madam, I rose to bring to the
attention of this House certain critical matters concerning
the system of justice in Sri Lanka, issues that demand
urgent and meaningful reforms.

One of the most pressing concerns is the process of
promoting career judges, particularly their appointments
to the Court of Appeal and to the Supreme Court. While
it is customary for promotions to follow the principle of
seniority, it is not uncommon, Hon. Minister, for senior
judges to be overlooked. Yet, in many instances, the
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reasons remain unknown. Other Public Service employees
enjoy strong legal protections when it comes to
promotions. Every public officer, if he is not promoted or
there is disciplinary action against him, is aware of it. But,
unfortunately, judicial officers are a muted lot, especially
when it comes to promotions to the Court of Appeal or to
the Supreme Court. If their legitimate expectations are
infringed, they have a right to be given reasons. If their
seniority is denied as a punitive measure, it must be after
a proper hearing, where they are informed of the charges
against them and afforded due process. Unfortunately,
due process applies to all, except to judges. So, for
judges, there are no such protections. When they are
overlooked, they are left in the dark with no opportunity
to address any allegations against them. This is an
unfortunate and unacceptable state of affairs. The
legitimate aspirations of judges must be safeguarded,
Hon. Minister, and a transparent system must be
established to ensure fair and accountable promotions.

Furthermore, judges must be protected from
unwarranted attacks in Parliament. In the recent past, we
have seen Privileges being utilized in the House to attack
various persons including judges. So, if any Member
wants to attack another, not only judges, using Privileges,
he has to be cautious. If you use Privileges to attack
somebody, you are a coward because you are taking
protection of your Privileges in Parliament.

The independence of the Judiciary is a cornerstone of
our democracy and it must remain untarnished and free
from undue attack. In today’s era of social media, attacks
on judges made on the Floor of the House can have far-
reaching consequences, eroding public confidence in the
Judiciary. So, it is not only against a person, but also
against the system. Judges, by virtue of their role, cannot
respond to the allegations; you make statements against a
person who is muted. I say that it is a cowardly act. I am
not suggesting that Parliament should avoid addressing
concerns regarding judges, they should. But, our Standing
Orders should be amended to ensure that such matters are
first examined through a structured process. Hon.
Minister of justice, if you would look at the Standing
Orders, you would notice that especially with regard to
judges, there is a process to be followed before a Member
comes to Parliament and makes various statements
attacking them.

You are a young and dynamic Minister and I am sure
you will take these concerns very seriously. We have a
mechanism with regard to the lower judiciary - the
Judicial Service Commission - and with regard to the
apex court, we have the process of impeaching a judge.
So, there is a mechanism in place. But, unfortunately,
without resorting to that mechanism, you see them being
tarnished in this House, where they have no defence.
Therefore, I believe that such cowardly acts of attacking
judges in this House should not be tolerated by the House
itself.

Another critical procedural issue that requires
immediate attention is the lack of recorded reasons when
leave or notice is not granted. Hon. Minister, you had
been a practising lawyer before you took this high office.

You go to court, argue a case in the Court of Appeal or
the Supreme Court and there is no obligation to grant
reasons for refusing leave or notice. This creates a
perception that the lower court’s order has the approval
of the Supreme Court. When you argue a case in the
Supreme Court, due to some procedural fault, leave is
refused. But, the perception is that the lower court’s
judgment has been approved. So, it is a very dangerous
road. But, I think, if amendments could be brought in for
reasons to be given when notice or leave is refused, that
would help the lawyers and the litigants. The current
practice leaves litigants frustrated and more than the
litigants, the lawyers have to answer the clients without
knowing what the reasons are. I think the lawyers are
more frustrated than the litigants. As practising lawyers,
both the Hon. Minister and the Hon. Deputy Minister go
to court and when the client asks you, "ed, e®»die
Pead?", dnemd Bustm edxier’, "e8x csiesy mw"
Raes 9&. So, it is a very serious issue. Therefore, there
should be legislation introduced to mandate that the court
provides reasons when refusing leave or notice. That is
something which should be taken seriously.

Madam, another issue that requires urgent attention is
the Supreme Court. It is overburdened with work. Several
factors have contributed to that, the Supreme Court being
the sole forum for hearing fundamental rights
jurisdiction. That also has to be reconsidered, whether the
Court of Appeal should be given that jurisdiction. Then,
direct civil appeals from the provincial courts - earlier,
those appeals go from the District Court to the Court of
Appeal and then, to the Supreme Court - has further
burdened the Supreme Court. Also, appeals from the
Commercial High Court go directly to the Supreme
Court. Then, there is transfer of writ jurisdiction to the
Supreme Court under various laws. When the 1978
Constitution was introduced, the fundamental rights
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court was limited and the
Court focused on cases of public importance. However,
today, on matters relating to the National Police
Commission, the Public Service Commission and even
the Monetary Board, if you want to file a writ, you have
to file it in the Supreme Court. It has burdened the
Supreme Court further. Sometimes, in relation to the
Public Service Commission and the other commissions,
the Supreme Court acts as a glorified labour tribunal
because it adjudicates transfers, promotions and
dismissals. So, the Court is burdened. Therefore, this
heavy caseload results in severe delays and prevents the
Supreme Court from dedicating its full attention to
matters of significant legal and public interest.

Given the expansion of fundamental rights
jurisdiction, it is time to consider allocating the
fundamental rights jurisdiction to the Court of Appeal,
and that would allow a second appeal. Today, the
Supreme Court is the final appeal court and if you give
the litigant the opportunity or the right for two appeals,
that would further strengthen the judicial process. Some
might argue saying that there would be law's delays, but,
Hon. Minister of Justice, you take consideration of this
fact.

Moreover, the bypassing of the Court of Appeal
diminishes its jurisprudence. As you know, in the Civil
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Appellate Court, jurisprudence is created, but when it is
the Court of Appeal, it is taken more seriously. One Civil
Appellate Court would give one judgment and another
would give some other judgment, but if it is the Court of
Appeal, it would be taken more seriously. All SLRs are
based on the judgments of the Court of Appeal and the
Supreme Court. With regard to civil jurisdiction, because
the right is straightaway to the Supreme Court, judgments
of Provincial High Courts are not reported. Therefore, in
exceptional circumstances, the Supreme Court should
serve primarily as an appellate court rather than a court of
first instance. The Government must introduce legal
reforms to distribute the caseload more equitably between
the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeal, ensuring a
more efficient justice system which protects litigants’
right of appeal.

The Supreme Court Judges with relevant expertise
should be assigned to hear cases relating to fields they are
specialized in. You could create benches such as civil
benches, criminal benches and benches related to public
law. Today, if you take our Supreme Court Judges, they
have expertise and great experience; they are jurists and
they have great knowledge in various fields. Today, in the
legal profession, you cannot excel in all fields. That is
why, Hon. Minister of Justice, you opted to do criminal
law and I opted to do civil law, because you cannot know
everything. The same applies to judges. So, if we could
create separate benches, their knowledge could be utilized
better. So, I humbly beg the Minister of Justice to
consider this aspect as well, the creation of separate
benches in the Supreme Court with regard to specialized
areas. Complex cases of commercial nature, are
sometimes heard by judges who have no civil experiences
at all. And also, judges who have, in their entire career,
done only civil matters are called upon to adjudicate
criminal matters. That is a very serious issue. While
judges are capable of applying the law, the Supreme
Court, the highest court in the land, should not be a place
for learning by trial and error. Therefore, It is time to
establish special benches with subject matter expertise
and experience to ensure informed and consistent legal
precedents.

Madam, if you take the recent laws which were
brought in with regard to remand prisoners, there was an
Amendment brought in 2024, under which the period they
were in remand was considered a part of their sentence
and they could be released consequent to that; if they
served a particular period in remand, that is also taken
into consideration.

However, before May, 2024, there was an issue. |
think you brought in a Cabinet Paper to invoke Article 34
by an Advisory Panel. Hon. Minister, I saw the Cabinet
Paper and please expedite that because there are so many
prisoners who are in their 70s languishing in prison.
Obviously any law applies to the future. So, if this could
be considered and a pardon process be invoked under
Article 34, then, I am sure that would help them. And
also, there is a law with regard to doing community
service, where in lieu of being sent to a jail, you can ask

to be sent to do community service. There is a law, 1
believe, brought in the 90s. So, if those provisions can be
invoked, I am sure it will ease the congestion in prisons.

Then, I saw that over 30 per cent of the Budget has
been allocated for prison and prison reforms.

OO Y0306 TGS

(oressTfl @ HeWVMLSTHRIGD o MILILNETT Sj6uTesiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, your time is up.

OO B50BuB BB 0Bl Gedmowo Dwmo
(revryfl@ Ferrud) FL L g rewntl epLISVT LperVSLIT)
(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, PC)

Please give me one minute, Madam.

If you could shift the Magazine Prison, those
resources could be used. You do not have to have prisons
in urban areas. If you could create more prisons in other
areas, the facilities could be given. If you take the
conditions of the prisoners today, they do not have even
the basic needs such as water and sanitation. Some
prisoners, when they are locked up, keep a bottle in the
cell in night because they cannot go to the toilet.

I respectfully urge you, Hon. Minister of Justice, to
look at the suggestions I made, which, I am sure, would
strengthen the legal process in this country. You are
trying to create a better society and prisoners are sent to
prisons so that they would reform. But, unfortunately,
what is happening today is the converse. So, if you could
give priority to continuous legal education and training
them in various skills, we could make a great change with
regard to how the prisoners are dealt with.

Madam, I thank you once again for giving me the
opportunity of speaking a few words.

OO o306 TGS

(LomeBsTL L0 & HEWEVEHLOGTHIGL 2 MILILNGTT By6uTe6iT)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! ©® @d&dede oo
DONEDRD YRowmrwd s1@eewmmdo af.
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Whereupon THE HON. (DR.) (MS.) KAUSHALYA ARIYARATHNE
left the Chair, and THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.

@O BNIBBOs

(orairylg sallsreart oeuiser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you may please continue.

@6 BBt o1 § oo Owvmo
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(The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath, Attorney-at-Law)
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©e® &FHBE.

®S 398 DO)

(wrenryll g sallerart ojouissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman. You have 15 minutes.

[¢.60. 5.15]

@S §ERE 59z dwmo
(orair il wpedlyi ram=iorsir)
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Anyway, let me get to the topic at hand today. The
Hon. Minister of Justice is present here. I believe some of
the questions I have to raised seem to be above your pay
grade. I do not think you will be able to respond to that as
even the President was unable to respond. So, maybe, you
might have to get your politburo together and agree on
something for them to come up with answers. I have
repeatedly asked you all about the new Constitution.
There is no response. I have repeatedly asked about the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the statement
made by the Hon. Vijitha Herath, but there is no response.
So, I believe these things are above your pay grade. ®®
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Shanakiyan Rasamanickam, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

I am winding up, Sir.
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(orairylg sallsrart oeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra. You have
seven minutes.

[g.00. 5.42]
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(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
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Bused @® irresponsible ©:83® o ©© Buxis) dv.

Sir, the irresponsible behaviour of the Opposition is
the main reason for the people’s unrest. Sir, there was
panic buying last night because of the media, and now
the Opposition is trying to recreate the same panic in
Parliament. The Government is much more responsible,
and we owe a duty to the people - to come here, or to go
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anywhere else - and explain it over and over again, if it is
required, that there is no need to be in queues.

eudB0DE 95im BBO 0¥fnd vyWi. 0ed enGE wey®
@De® @b, BBE WEWDIEIOALT ©mcd BLW
eOm. Jw »3w E» god DoRO. a8 Im ®mOm. Om
2002 @008, ¢ 0 BurIm) Heur “5ym0d edRedsY
28 dm mOmDo. O ©BBAROB, asd “HmOO cIBJ
2o® B8 ydmr @ By ¢w @0 Yoot ¢8 Em S,

OO 8B BROB, e®@m518 B0 Wsemws Or Yew. g¢
¢0etd 000 OFTMO 0ud O® odm Bumm v &
508, god ©d admoe Lmsn®ed gentlemanly
conduct o©m o). 8Oy BENEBBOGWO e@ummle BOD
Bae On®ed gentlemanly conduct = question mzisy
05 gdees Beaxnts. Hon. Minister, I think, there is no
question about your gentlemanly conduct. You are
standing on the right side of history, and you are doing
the right thing. That is the only gentlemanly conduct
required at the moment, and you are doing that. We have
no question about that.

gom Om, the only complaint I have of you is, that
you called the former President "Sezyz»." That is an
insult to beggars, because they do not steal public funds;
but the former President has done that. & Be, e@im=d
»8 Oddes oo 5O BPHnO® 8L Heed BHusImnyo.
@O ®OO D1d.dew @D BN

Moving on to the subject at hand, Sir, e® gw O EY
justice, & Busies? B wew yedaw yoE B8O adaxs
»Ogn »E 8. a8 v e®I® ¢IHd 0® gw 1w W
DO Bedsiesy @m® tight financing »5Fs0es ne
Becr. & Besles? Feude »F¥FOe Dem® ng
DR ne HOB gw Diw wmE WO BesIesy. asd
8@ Beamdr & B8 ne oD gud evem 0BG
@O Fwnes (O Bedn) DD GBBWO B yednw
8@ BBOO. q¢ cod 9o BB emd0ndd OxIFnSw
810188 WE, @O BB Gidad emBusy twid -Legal
Aid Commission- Beads O Do edxfesy BwEy, af)
300308 sHE BITTAD BHmDD gBed yedaws Eo
OB®Y, admden s8dBed yedaw Ca OIH0. OO Onu
DO vy § Como BB @ias em8ery 5ied wabw
OHDRs -BElrY- ydomde® ©® gmEr Bedmd
2B8mieme BnE 90 WIS e 9dd WM, BYE
SBIB® @8 3BORIB 5500 BB Giad Ca 0. @®
ggoided @80 D8y0 Geew BB @id emBssl 1
@053 BB emnu(B e 00 H@BROA, 988 ¢dogdcEe
BNE BIBIBD B3O BB Gidas A 8O we®IRewsY
Bode O@wONSY Hwo®m BBOO gdend Bwc ©©
Bo5yn. Sodvewsi® BB @i emBunsT wwied acg s’
3008 Bedmrds mOWO EBBOD, eDege ®EI G
B0 BB gaidad Cab 80. & wewo w® D@ BEedes a8
BoFdOm O »HO eved Buw) ewddsnd OO @88wsxy
OO0,

g Ded®, 28 c@m»E mGM WO By eWIC®
0D »@8, alternative dispute resolution. Sme
20HYPE Bomwmsemew BZe® n® ©@IsTVewsy 0@ gw 1w
nE WO Bedm Bwue®. 88 yum Onews’ €ww
BODOED OHOE @¢dned®sind D1ces. emda e¢mn

ey oy ©euv® I Beamde Bwes. Department
of Debt Conciliation Board BwEs 22 Gomned Bz ds.
Immovable properties BEacD Beadm HE »OB
e®emsy Swcsies’y. e C 8, o ®SEo - mortgages
-, @B WO ®e glenm Bedmd »O, ¢ properties
6@V ewsY Bedm) ¢cgE Dwer OB € BNBIWLR
OHDE ©¢dnedsind ocim O mOmd. & s
BYDIOLED OMAE ©¢dned®sIndd WO Dwe® o®
880dc0 -2025 88wd- Bwwd 30BsT 018 ®OE Bedmrdo.
ced yhluuBem ©n, ©d ¢@isdiwed yBsIBOw
Bomws OB, ®e B9DOED OOE ©¢dned®sined
D ¢ ¢g@n0D BBJONHOT gw D@ ewdsrn O8=Y
WO Bedmdr. 0O Bnzm BBBO 9gm® gow »E @B
Boemws nO8 e ©vmHOum SGNE ©¢dnedsind
- Department of Debt Conciliation Board - yo@ B30
OB BSens.

& Dod® 8OO Ve B8RO BB Dm0 ®Do
gemo.

®C BWIBBO
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, you have two
more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you, Hon. Chairman.
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epidemic dm= 9S00 Beds crimes against women and
children. This has become a silent epidemic in the country.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, your time is up
now.
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(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
Okay, Sir. I will wind up.

gm Bewo @® domestic violence, mosimdst oy g8y
©®sIVewsy O g©dd - crimes against women and
children - ®12 »O0g@n BEOD Eozned glWmOes 8EBw 5w
BBe s8ecm »Ogsn 80 D& 8wue® wy w.ed8D
DOTHO V5, BwE O© owldmn »mds. 928ed a8 &
wew Ge@ 00 BEOO0W @8 Bwm @wddrnd S8z,
®ed D gdwusy HOm .

OO0 BWBBROA, B0 WMEH D 8O edNEDST VDD
@e® EHARE.

®3 e39B8BRO0

(orer A @ saflsTeri oauissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Hector Appuhamy. You have 13
minutes.
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! The House resumes.

80 o220 e98Ee®2Vnd Suldes .
QYBEVTLIG. LITTTEGLOSSTILD LEGHT(BID Ton L9 UIS5/.
Accordingly, Parliament resumed.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdd surprwst jeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Does the House agree to extend the time to complete
the Business of the House today?
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(oressryfl@ 2 milifewiaeir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Considered further in Committee. -
/THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Hector Appuhamy, please continue.
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Recurrent Rs. 38,060,900,000
Capital Rs. 16,045,600,000

O BB whuen 53050680 Svmo
(oressrfl@ FL L SSTewll QD iTagesr HrenrmTwidssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I move the following Amendment:

“In page 16, leave out all words in line 19 and insert:

‘Capital Rs. 16,145,600,000”

®C B3WIBBO

(oremryllE sellerari oeuissr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Does the Committee agree?

CO(S‘L @5{@@61

(omessryifl@ 2 myiiferiaseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

"§eRm Bwe® wewo or. 16,145,600,000 ¢x500 018 me Yee
CBECIDBO FRED BE GO ¥ YEm® D8wm R8T wwo
©B®Onm Be.

YD Bwe® woendBmmcewrsy ¢BeEaBELS emI
9360 BIB gned Bewdon mo» 8.

“epsvgeurd ALY L NN
16,145,600,000 oL suswewruin Caidasliu@Gors” sTepid aflerr

ClFeveydamer eHLITI
allQdsIuL B aHmIseETeTar L L g).
pevgerdE  CFeve  SlHSsLLLLeurn L L euenesTuilssr

UGS WTs @) (HbsHd 1L earul_ L’ L gj.

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 16,145,600,000, for
Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put and agreed to.

Capital Expenditure, as amended, ordered to stand part of the
Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 6,872,800,000, for Head 110,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 110, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 6,148,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 6,148,500,000, for Head 110,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 110, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 228. - COURTS ADMINISTRATION

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 10,997,650,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,997,650,000, for Head 228,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 228, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 4,998,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 4,998,700,000, for Head 228,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 228, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 229.- ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 2,005,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,005,000,000, for Head 229,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 229, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 65,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 65,000,000, for Head 229,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 229, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule
HEAD 230.- LEGAL DRAFTSMAN’S DEPARTMENT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 220,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 220,500,000, for Head 230,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 230, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 20,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 20,000,000, for Head 230,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 230, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
HEAD 231.- DEPARTMENT OF DEBT CONCILIATION BOARD

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs. 100,200,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 100,200,000, for Head 231,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 231, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 5,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 5,000,000, for Head 231,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 231, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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epumis 4,507,000,000

HEAD 232.- DEPARTMENT OF PRISONS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 15,773,000,000; Capital Expenditure, Rs. 4,507,000,000
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@G BBeg w8ven 5050806 Svmo

(oreTfl@ FLLSSTemi] aDiTages BHresTTildhery)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Sir, I move the following Amendment to Head 232.

B B9S8R

(oreryll @ sallerari ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Does the Committee agree?

@6 OFFOG

(orenrfl@ o miliferiasr)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.

O 8€ O @wSes228 eser es®8» Ses:
BT TS HLILL L &)
Resolved:

“In page 17, leave out all words in line 13 and insert:

'Programme 01
Operational Activities Rs. 15,773,000,000 Rs. 4,607,000,000" "

[The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara]

(The effect of this amendment is to increase the Capital
provisions for Expenditure Head No. 232 by Rs.100,000,000
allocated to implement Budget Proposal No. 52)
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 15,773,000,000, for Head 232,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 232, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule

Question, "That the increased sum of Rs. 4,607,000,000, for Head
232, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule"
put and agreed to.

Head 232, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, as amended,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 233.- DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT ANALYST

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 732,400,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 732,400,000, for Head 233,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 233, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 246,400,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 246,400,000, for Head 233,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 233, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 234.- OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR OF THE SUPREME
COURT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 379,350,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 379,350,000, for Head 234,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 234, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 16,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 16,000,000, for Head 234,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 234, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule

HEAD 235.- LAW COMMISSION OF SRI LANKA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 26,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 26,000,000, for Head 235,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 235, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 2,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 2,000,000, for Head 235,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 235, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 236.- DEPARTMENT OF OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 211,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 211,000,000, for Head 236,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 236, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 13,000,000
Question, "That the sum of Rs. 13,000,000, for Head 236,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 236, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 326.- DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY BASED
CORRECTIONS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 743,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 743,000,000, for Head 326,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 326, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 24,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 24,000,000, for Head 326,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 326, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 6.16 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Monday, 03rd March,
2025.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform the House that Head 232 has been
considered and passed with Amendments.

Head 110, Heads from 228 to 231, Heads from 233 to
236 and Head 326 have been considered and passed
without Amendments in the Committee.

DECDDO

hBemaui]
ADJOURNMENT

o0 (eedexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Onmo

(wrerfle (sweusglwi) paflbs guigleiven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

©0; Bewdss »0mnemn®B, "wdEed®xsind ¢
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G 3008588 o B8,
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Question proposed.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwst HjeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Then, the Motion at the Adjournment Time to be
moved by Hon. Nizam Kariyappar. You have 12 minutes.
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STUlg 60
ESTABLISHMENT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

[6.19 p.m.]

O B50B8B BBeg 9O, Bend® mBsdesd dwnmo

(omevsrLll@ Ferrlud) FLL_ggrest] erib. BlFTLD SrflwiLim)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, with regard to the constitution
of a Select Committee on the Administration of Justice, I
would like to move the following Adjournment Motion:

"There is growing public concern regarding the administration
of justice, leading to a loss of confidence in key institutions
responsible for upholding the rule of law. The primary institutions
involved in this process include, (1) the Police, as the main
investigative authority, (2) the Attorney-General’s Department, as
the State prosecuting office, (3) the Judiciary, which ensures the
implementation of justice."

Additionally, there are other essential institutions such
as the Government Analyst's Department, the Bar
Association of Sri Lanka and the Department of Prisons.
They all play a crucial role in this framework.

"At present, there is a lack of understanding regarding the
respective functions of these institutions - not only among the public
but also among parliamentarians - resulting in misunderstandings
and misgivings. Many of these institutions suffer from severe
resource constraints, including a shortage of officers, particularly
within the Attorney General’s Department. Furthermore, there is a
significant lack of seniors, experienced professionals in the field, as
many leave in search of better career prospects."”

Recently, I happened to meet some of my former
officers at the Attorney-General’s Department. They were
all talking about going out for better careers.

That is going to be a bit of a problem for us.

"Compounding these challenges, public trust in these
institutions has been undermined by delays in the justice process."

That is the biggest problem. We say, justice delayed is
justice denied. And, you know very well that there are the
number of cases filed and the number of cases disposed of
in a particular year. I think the Minister of Justice knows
about it. The numbers must match. When they do not
match, we will end up having a big backlog of cases. For
example, in Singapore, they always match. Sometimes,
their system is more efficient that there are more cases
disposed of than the cases filed in a particular year.

"Members of Parliament often make pronouncements
targeting these institutions, possibly to appease their electorate."

We cannot help it, that happens.

"This is a dangerous trend that further erodes credibility and
weakens the justice system.

Therefore, I propose the establishment of a Select Committee
on the Administration of Justice with the objective of preparing a
report for implementation on the following matters, among others
that may be included later:

1. Expediting Pending Criminal Cases -....... "

There is a huge backlog.

..... Exploring ways to accelerate the resolution of pending
criminal cases within the framework of the Law."

That should be done within the existing Code of
Criminal Procedure.

" 2. Fast-Tracking Investigations and Indictments - Ensuring
prompt investigation and filing of indictments in major crimes that
have shocked the public, such as the murder of Dinesh Shafter, the
masterminds behind the Easter Sunday attacks and the recent
underworld-related shootings."

Sir, I mentioned this earlier also, that it has been ten
years since the Central Bank Bond scam happened; the
murder of Dinesh Shafter was in 2022 and the Easter
Sunday attacks was in 2019.

"3. Enhancing Trial Efficiency - Developing more effective
mechanisms for filing indictments and charge sheets is essential to
ensuring timely trial conclusions. For instance, under the
amendments to the Code of Criminal Procedure in 2013 and 2022,
the Attorney-General has  the authority to file a direct indictment
and request a special jury. These provisions help eliminate delays
by dispensing with the non-summary procedure. Additionally, it is
a well-established principle that jury trials should proceed without
interruption-even on Saturdays and late into the afternoon -
allowing trials to conclude within a maximum of 10 days from
commencement."

So, you dispense with non-summary procedure and
request for a special jury. Hon. Minister of Justice, there
was a provision brought in 2022. For the first time, the
Attorney-General can ask for a jury. Sir, it was only the
accused who had the right to generally say "I should be
tried by my peer", asking for a jury, but, now, the
Attorney-General can ask for one. I will tell you why it is
important for the Attorney-General to ask for a jury. Say
for an example, there was a murder that took place,
shocking the public. He will never be able to get out of a
jury trial when it is tried by a jury of seven ordinary
people. He has no chance of getting out of that
conviction. So, that will also bring people into the
judicial system. I have a good example. When I was in
the Department, I have prosecuted in the Badulla High
Court before the Justice Vigneswaran, who subsequently
came to Parliament. I concluded that within five days.
When we concluded it, it was 8 o’clock in the evening.
Within five days, the trial was over. Then as the defence,
I have done one jury trial in Jaffna before Justice
Ilanchelian, who recently retired. Hon. Minister of
Justice, we started it on Monday and every day, we
worked until 8 o'clock in the night. You know that when
you are in a jury, you cannot get out of it. By 10 o'clock
on Saturday night, the matter was over. Within eight to
nine days maximum, the matter would be over. This is
what people are expecting. So, there is a provision like
that. Again, I will come back to the Motion.

" 4. Engaging Specialists - Facilitating the engagement of
specialists, either through hiring or obtaining the honorary
services, to assist in investigations and the preparation of charge
sheets and indictments. "

I think there are so many people who are willing to
give their services on honorary basis to this Government,
especially to assist investigations and the preparation of
charge sheets and indictments. We have to have it.
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Otherwise, the Attorney-General would not be able to
cope up with the backlog they are having.

"S. Establishing Provincial-Level Prosecuting Offices -
Integrating the Police Legal Division and the officer of the
Attorney-General's Department at the provincial level."

Additionally, you can provide ad-hoc financial
provisions to recruit temporary State Counsels at the
senior level in the provinces. You can retain retired High
Court Judges and some retired State Counsels who will
work at the provincial level so that they need not send the
documents - advice files - to the Attorney-General. There
is a huge number of advice files pending in the Attorney-
General's Department.

So, what I am saying is, let us have a Select
Committee crucially to restore public confidence in the
justice system, ensuring its efficiency and effective
function. I urge this House to consider this Motion
seriously and appoint a Select Committee.

Sir, when a Select Committee is appointed, it could
call in the Attorney-General, officers from the Judiciary
and the Government Analyst's Department and ask them
why this has happened and why they have not been able
to file indictments. I am sure even the Attorney-General
can be summoned. Then, there would be an official,
transparent method of asking these questions. We have to
resort to this method one day. Also, I must mention that
there are so many Members within the Government who
could serve in this expert Committee. I can mention one
name, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne. She is
a very renowned and accepted person in the legal
profession. Then, there are so many backbenchers who
want to do some work. We will work day and night.
There is nothing political in it. We are worried about this
situation and we have to restore public confidence in the
administration of justice. So, I urge this House to consider
appointing a special Select Committee to go into this
matter. Thank you very much.

®0 Bewdss mO509EemR o

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Imran Maharoof, you have three minutes to
second the Motion moved by Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper.

[L9.L1. 6.28]
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“Over one million cases pending in Courts”
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(The Hon. Chairman)

Next, the Hon. Lakmali Hemachandra. You have four
minutes.

[e.20. 6.31]
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(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Lakmali Hemachandra, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law)
I will wind up, Sir.
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Thank you, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, you have four minutes to
speak on the Motion.

[e.®0. 6.35]
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(The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, Attorney-at-Law)
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G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD)

(orenryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara.
minutes.

You have seven

[¢.699. 6.40]

@G BB w8sem 53508 WC Owmn (g8Hoem 6w
BB S Dm0 @5 ®0)

(orerylle FULSsTeni aniagesr BrewTTwSETT - B3
whmid CHAw HePLLILITL (h) HEDLOEFFIT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Thank you, Sir.

@ Ben® mBwedsl ©BneA, as for the content of
your intention, yes, I applaud. That is very true. @8 =m0z
208, 8 9BeBs 9Od @mosIm. BBsIO ewie
customer service o= adWO@wOBE CEI®D »H® a8
BB, It is not to have a case right along, dragging

through your life, hanging over you like a sword of
Damocles and you do not know what to do with your life.
OO0 OEROB, & Dred® VAN ewltsn mE), @® wewo
jury trials B@eq gozode. What you and I both know is that
if you opt for a jury trial, even today it will be finished in
five days. But nobody opts for jury trials. - [Interruption.]
Yes, true. &8 om0 68, 00 0® Bm® 00 0® D
Betesy. a8 wiemn WOTemd HeE, ¢ moent
32530y IO 90 vuIm WEBY a8 AT A a8
20 ®»IB o Beadmds ¢ BwEs. Because when an animal
is starving, it is not going to pull the cart.

28 ¢@» 3 a8 ©d BBsBOSwO Bwo o¢sizy Ao
o Em ¢8cg 10020, 2000 goessis s0en gowenmwa.
But they are overloaded with work. ©d; @5neA, ®
pemed yodwy 606 Beadmdr. BE BEdsI©
250ecems mwe. Criminal side dez prosecute m»oxIy,-
You know the amount of work they do. I will read out just a
little list of things. I mean, you and I both did these
things. - [Interruption.] Of course! Now, if you take the
challenges, the Attorney General’s Department functions
with half cadre vacancies despite all difficulties. So, we
must respect them.

BBsBOSw emedd, ¢dmiene emedd Sddiww 5B
eO5Tm ewnd HOB, 0® ednwem HBE M 80. el BB
Qe sID @t OEn® BOD red »HOO gdas
BBwd Brig 0¥ M8 000D admien HOBOS; e
#3BCECE DAICROTE O OWPYN®, Ced  BEByD
aBd3momw e WOy B ©® e w®is Dodw
o, Yy emen ©® mNOE Bwr. »OF 0RO
s Yaws mOsIsy BBBO For. 95 s Hm®
By ®oTesy snw. 888e mEed O 8d®asIRewsy
@mDOC gemns @ISR0 Yk BEE! HOBTed ednsiEs
308y eOMEDsY, edMmieme ©8OITVews, BBBBOSw
©B@ITVewWs? gums emORS; Yme ®O8s  cam
O Aol D10 0VTIH OBIHEEO, @@ GwDB
emed8 Bean Bu3Diwse 5B 0D .

So, Hon. Deputy Speaker, it is the duty of the
National People's Power to bring back credibility to the
Hon. Attorney-General, the system of justice and all
actors involved. We, as a Government, are aware of the
massive challenges ahead of the Attorney-General. There
are 97 officers assigned to the Criminal Division.
However, there are only 93 officers in active service.
Accordingly, 66 officers are engaged in criminal
prosecutions in High Courts and only 27 senior officers
are allocated with duties of supervisors. These officers
are attending to the advice sought by the investigative
agencies while making appearances in court on a daily
basis. Supervising officers are required to attend daily
court appearances, do supervision of junior officers and
give instructions to various investigation agencies.
Similarly, the junior officers are engaged in prolonged
and complicated trials in High Courts on a daily basis.
Similarly, they are required to submit reports
recommending charges or discharges with regard to
investigative materials.

The Attorney-General’s Department perform a
professional duty, which is not a mechanical process - you
and I both know that - and such process warrants dedicating
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time and resources. Almost every officer attends to their
duties even during weekends and public holidays. Even I did
it; I am sure you, too, did. - /[Interruption.] The State
Counsels assigned to outstation High Courts do not have
staff except for their office assistants. ©eH® 5O, WSm e®o
o oI »ES a8 0B oddE S mEvsN WO
o535 Q. That is, to fill all cadre vacancies in all levels of
the Department, consider granting special allowances for
officers and staff who attend to work during weekends and
public holidays and consider having joint training sessions
with foreign prosecutors to gain knowledge and expertise
required to prosecute different offences. Therefore, ©d;
Bewdes »Onemn®d, BBBOS@O ocvem ©®
Beddm Dy, a8 dn®0 wYewlvw @¢mDI B DSHHD
B OO B, 9w @ wder Bedn) e¢ulned®sindsl.
BBeBn® SH858; dn®i0 BB cvecd e¢siny 0 wr.
9@ 58 8OOBTesT BB, YL, On®Ied LB FOW
G0t BBO ¢Des@.  Then, those officers who work at
the Attorney-General’s Department, too, have family
lives, but they are hardly getting time to spend with
families; there is no quality time for them. - [Inferruption]
Thank you. Therefore, 00 8@ WO, 0® Bedm
80808 »OOE BBBBOCw0 D@ wwiw a8 o ecslesy
20, Im Oreon. Jdbwr drnews’y, aldwoen GOBDIwW
Dnewsy ®od DoR® Ofes’ Im. Bev® e
BBsBOSw bede® »OE 0® mE) aBOmO edsim
05T, N8, BT OO Bw®, admdmed viRBed
D eOBID) W ICH M HOCOR Bedrdo.

As 1 was telling earlier, we are taking all the steps
necessary.To prevent Government Analyst's Department’s
delays, we are recruiting more. They are also struggling
without staff. ©&; Bewdus DOnemn®B, syde agdig
ecent B¢ recruitment dm= O W & Dred®, ®
salary structure 9z @denm HEEDD - =¥ O D198 &
©DDD B St ©3 ewed - to be honest, we cannot retain
talent with this level of salaries. So, we have to consider the
judicial service as well as the Attorney-General’s
Department as a special category. god ged@)ed ylom
©0005350  edxfery e@mw? gemed OSdmw@
OO Ay, BBed B @luvvve odxm doxn.
Bev® DO ©® @mwny @B BZe® DOROE g
Beasiess.

Now, I am a Minister in charge of two departments
which I have no control of; they are independent. One of
them is the Judicial Service Commission and the other one is
the Attorney-General’s Department. And, they should be
independent and I will continue to fight for their
independence and will not let any politician intervene in it,
whether they be in the Opposition or the Government,
because that is our Holy Grail, so to speak; that is our temple
of justice. ®6; Bewdets mODrNe®ROB, ol Gedi)d o®
PBHDHOCO Yen® BE owsTesy mnwi HMB, s
B8sY WO DI emede 9m® ¢Sy @endtmes e®
PBHDHOEO B 005D, ®F Bewd®s HDNEDHROSB.

& Ded®, ©0 “E8 e @n »O Wore CoBw
Beadmon. Specially, we have to be in touch with the Judicial

Service Commission and get their guidance because they
have plans. @® Judicial Service Commission dex @5
DHEDICHOBI R, BBBB 0¢adnmedsined 9uIm BE3sT,
CwdOE O WO» BEWNG vFe PnFdsied cmBILD
IO 00 wrinens den® 83O b OO e®mwe,
08 Bedn w@sFOES 0® wmunm dimy Wi »EY, &
BByried OO, coBID Ben ® Im emedmdr. &
Beso @8 @® wewo 9880l adas Bwdd onImdr. admden
03D @88sT wwidr), BRBBBDOI Sm DB S
e® »E) 5080 Oy WIS e, VYHIO Beadm
y@d» Seesteny emew®e BuE mdd DO .
0®m #18EE 80y 0. @® Sed 0y admien vlBwa
BeasIsy P & B8BEsIo 0® 88w D@ OB vt
But, we are not going to criticize any judicial officer, any
officer in the Attorney-General’s Department or in
government service without giving our full support because
we are in one team, ©® VWem® el gpwnm D5 I DsT.

@G Bewdss »Oamnemn®8, you know that we are
bringing in an Amendment for the Criminal Procedure
Code. a8m0eDce 8 »E ¥ YB» ovndx edxiesy
e@imwe? w8 D5 @DDO O5Teny B Om, dewd
BBB®GOBY B Ow. & Doed® @8 ¢, eI
19918 ¢ 88w Heed almiwmwe ne BT OO
8Edc ydmuw Bewo. a8 0@ cwemymd woeaddm ®OW
D5n® ewmemr O YO caws Dswsiewesy - audio visual
links - ©0w0 @Y 83m Edbmed 8O w8 ecsin, HOBY
83» yodned 8O w8 e¢imy v 0dsimn a8 BBwn
enemm. & »iw gBDEWeREI® ¢sd e WBwOR
O eDmd »E 880, »E @:® DeFOT®. & dnds
0008, 00 Bewlss D nemn®A, fast-tracking of
investigating indictments, ensuring prompt investigation
without an undue delay so that available evidence would
not be erased. This is entirely the duty of investigators
and observations should be called from the Department of
Police.

®ed @dwizy Onw drler’ OB oo Bewdus
DONBDROB. © WBwdnd O Bned ¢cwe eRIeWI®
ecd. a8 yBloBen Dnewsy S0 B8Ewsimds. But, as
my Colleague, the Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, said,
this maybe a little premature at the moment. So, let us feed
the system because we have identified the shortages. Believe
me, the professionals who are involved in this work - the
judges, the Attorney-General and other court staff - know
their job. They just need help. No Government has helped
them genuinely. Therefore, we are going to give them that
material and resource help first. Thereafter, after about a
year or two, if you still feel that things are not moving, we
can resort to further measures. Everybody is talking about, I
am not blaming anybody, the Judiciary in the UK, how it
happens in Australia and Singapore. Please give us a
Treasury like Singapore; please give us a Treasury like
England and I promise you a Judiciary like England. 8
©® B B8» @),- [Hid BE@zf]

@0 Beadts mOzNEHRO)
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Nizam Kariapper?



583 2025 @& 01 584

®O BBuB BB ©O. Beso® mBwdesd Swmo

(omevsrLll@ Ferrlud) FL L ggresnt] e1ib. BlFTLD SrflwiLim)

(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

I have also proposed establishing provincial-level
prosecuting offices.

@G BBeg w8vem 5050606 Svmo
(oreTLll@ FLLSSTemi] aDiTages BHresTTildhsry)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Yes, thank you. I will address that.

We had the first discussion with His Lordship Justice
Yasantha Kodagoda attending and guiding us very well.
We are now putting a Cabinet Paper to appoint a
committee for the establishment of an independent
Prosecutor’s Office. It is a serious business, departing
from the traditional system, although we had it earlier. |
am not going to sit here and tell you exactly how it is
going to happen. Then, what that committee is for, if the
Minister has decided everything? That committee will
attend to it. So, there will be new recruitments, changes of
laws, but one thing I told the committee at the beginning
was that in our policy document, we had a vision. Our
vision is to decentralize prosecution to provinces.

Not only that, what about the Government Analyst’s
Department, decentralizing the Department to the
provinces? Basically, some certain administrative delays
may have to be attended to. So, we, on a policy basis,
have proposed that, but I am going to leave it ultimately
in the hands of the experts. The only reason why the
Judiciary is malfunctioning, if at all, is when politicians
without the subject knowledge are trying to be heroes and
to make decisions. That is where the problem is. So, let
the professionals handle it.

@0 ¥5nBsB BB 0O, Bend mBwdesd Swmo
(oreryflg Farrdlug) FL L ggremnt e1ib. Blamrd srflwium)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

And some YouTubers.

@G BBeg w8uen 5506 Svmo
(orenTfl@ FLLSBTemi] QDT a6 BHTessTTILdSSTT)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Yes, some YouTubers.

I present some papers to the Cabinet. When I go
through those files, I look at where the committee
recommendation is and who had said so. When I inquire
my staff first, it is shameful.

Therefore, we - this Government - are hell-bent on
protecting the independence of the Judiciary, the
Attorney-General and the JSC and we want to establish
the rule of law. Therefore, we will definitely look into all
those matters.

Sir, I will finish off by saying this. I think the best
thing would be to talk about the matter further at our
Ministerial Consultative Committee and if there is any
issue, then will take it up from there. Okay?

®0 B508uB BB 9O, Besn® mBwdul Swmo
(revryfl@ Ferrdud) FL L ggrewnt 6rid. BIFTD Srilwiiui)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Thank you very much.

@G BBk w8uen 530508 Swmo
(oreTfl@ FLL_SSHTentl aniagest HresnTmTidssTr)
(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law)
Thank you, Sir.

IWEE 09390 ¢.t03. 6.30 58 w0 HFeeasy wo; HBewlens
D080 S8 game ©2088wr ©:58e0s790 &
22 &

808B0®2¥290 SO enmcd, ¢.ws. 6.520, 2025 0s5800:8
21 920 & ese0s 3OOFws ¢5d, 2025 @87 03 Oz e3g¢o &.e00.
9.30 & el m Hodde.

YLGmapss Cprid Lil.Li. 6.30 wenflb@ s LlhSIall 1 ewwuwirsy,
rerLyfes LITSIF FLTBTwsi yeuisssir aflorr ailpsesrwCaGu
LIT T EY5LOGIT NS 60 RSB I60USEBTI -

Bpevrg, (Ao 6.524@, urrrepwsipw  ysersg 2025
Cuimeun] 21245 Cogl Sriwrersspaslsrnss, 2025 wrid 03,
Sl Blpeww qp.rs. 9.30 wenf] suswr sps5Hleweuds L 1 g).

1t being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.52 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Monday, 03rd March, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of  Parliament
of 21st February, 2025.
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