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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of
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Petitions.
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(The Hon. Ajith Gihan)
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign

Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that a large number of
people from the Puttalam District work in
Italy and that the inability to get their
driving licences renewed has become a
major issue for them;

(i) if so, the steps that will be taken in that
regard;

(iii)) whether he is aware that Sri Lankan
workers engaged in foreign employment
are subjected to inhuman torture;

(iv) if so, the steps that will be taken in that
regard;

(v) the measures that will be taken to enforce
the law against institutions/individuals who
have swindled money by making promises
to provide foreign employment; and

(vi) the measures that will be taken to recover
the money so swindled?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@G gos¥ ePdP0sYg Bwmo (Beden O 6w Sedn

df @ Bewelus ¢g@imusn®)

(revryfl@ mewr Capwdshslrm - GleuaflBrL L siesvssr

wHmib Qeuefpri B Cousneveuriiiyls Nyg) Hewsai)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra - Deputy Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Foreign Employment)
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ask the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

() number of persons who obtained treatment
for dog bites during the period from
01.01.2024 to 31.12.2024;

(i) number of persons in the Trincomalee
District who were bitten by dogs during the
aforesaid period;

(iii) number of persons who were bitten by stray
dogs during the aforesaid period in each of
the MOH Divisions in the Trincomalee
District, separately;

(iv) name of the District in which the highest
number of persons who were bitten by dogs
during the aforesaid period reside;

(v) amount spent annually on treating persons
who are bitten by dogs; and

(vi) measures that will be taken by the
Government to solve the problem of dog
bites?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

the number of hospitals situated within the
Kalutara District which belong to the
Provincial Council;

whether the Provincial Council has any
other centres/institutions which provide
health services apart from hospitals in that
district;

if so, what those centres/institutions are;

the number of hospitals situated within the
Kalutara District which belong to the Line
Ministry;

™)

(vi)

680

whether the Line Ministry has any other
centres/ institutions which provide health
services apart from hospitals in that district;
and

if so, what those centres/institutions are?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

@

(i)
(iif)

whether treatment units for non-
communicable  diseases have been
established in the centres/institutions

referred to in (a) (ii) and (v) above;
if so, the number of such units; and

the places they are located?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Order read for resuming Adjourned Debate on Question - [17th
February]

"That the Bill be now read a Second time".- [The Hon. Anura

Kumara Dissanayake]
Question again proposed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera. You
have ten minutes.
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Hon. Member, your time is up now.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Thilina Samarakoon. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Dilith Jayaweera. You have 17
minutes.
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(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)
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w38, to leapfrog; we have to go to the next level, Hon.
Deputy Speaker. We have to think completely differently
as to how to push our nation to the next level. I, of
course, did not see any such elements in this Budget. I
would like to give my point of view after studying how
the developing countries and the developed countries are
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to move forward progressively, Sir, we need to invest
money in research and development and in data
collection. Where do you have that cited in this Budget?
People have been waiting for this Government to present
a revolutionary, wholesome Budget for us to push this
nation to the next level and which discusses how we can
get the youth to participate in economic activities with
vigour and energy.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, please give me one more
minute.
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Also, I must say sorry to the Hon. Deputy Speaker.
Last time when I was speaking, I did not hear you when
you asked me to conclude my speech. That did not go
down very well on social media. So, I say sorry to you,
Sir, and thank you for giving me time to speak.

@6 Berdss OGBS
(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Thank you.

oG 9B E ST BB Owmo
(orevorLfl@ sreafled réeard )
(The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri)
®0; Bewdes D NEDROA,-

@0 Beadts mOzEmROs
(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri?

© 9B o588 Owmo

(omevsrLyifl@ Festled rohesraln)

(The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri)
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®0 Bewdss G506

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you make your comments short?
We need to economize on time.

@G 9B S o588 Owmo

(orenr Ll sesflsd réhesrdn)

(The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri)
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@G B DS Owmo

(wrahwfle Fedls gguiefr)

(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)

I rise to a point of Order, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

®0 Bewdss mO1509emR o
(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Dilith Jayaweera?

@G BB BwdS Owmo

(oreoryifl @ Hedlg gowafr)

(The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera)

Sir, I was only seeking for a clarification because I
cannot see the numbers in this book given to us. And, if
he can show me the numbers, it will be helpful. Hon.
Member, what you are saying must be there somewhere
else, but as per this book given to us, it is not there. In the
Budget Speech, it is mentioned. So, that is what I am
showing you. Probably, the way I read it out was wrong,
but I did not intend to mislead. Thank you very much.

®6 Beardss mAOznEmRO)

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Jagath Manuwarna. You have ten
minutes.
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(The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna)
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(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Jagath Manuwarna, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna)

©@%e8, 0 Bewd®s Oz mROA.



739 2025 o508 20 740

380 ©® Jed 8Bdy d» 00O 2 Bedslery &
B8Byried §OOm dem® 9d0 WmOBIH; & smmn aBRvw
9d0 Wosim. Im Bw 85dR sWeed SvOs; emdDS
BDEIC Py ¢80 WOBID @¢wn Y. EBID 88 emedd
BBDww B Bedmdl. 95T ¢ emeds mig) ddiwe &
2000esI® 0B DD eedisl 085, 0o Bewdss
DOINBDROB, 0 Bud) 0D, ©2hew® €HAaE.

6 Beradss BB
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer. You have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Muneer Mulaffer, your time is up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan. You have
13 minutes.
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The Hon. Priyantha Wijerathna. You have ten
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi.You have 10
minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Mrs.) Kottahachchi, your time is up.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney-at-Law)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna.You
have 13 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)
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please wind up?

®0 @678 @8 Bedosiy DnySw

(wressryfl@ (S wwa)) Crramef grf al Gy geor)

(The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna)

08 @BOASY gdwsT MOHD, O Bewdsss mOIBNGHROB.

Omed FEmed Yy edTnEORE s CommD
Beadmrdn. & Beo S0 01, @meE ¢RCE, CFOE eddvE
OB O DO DB,

DEOIMSem 0u8dws ng 93 MN-4 9198 moed®wd
BE 81 YO Bm R8s O® BWwL® WESsT
a8 @@l HmumO G @D 8350 & Ded®, HOdm
@ B850 BE O30 el Ay e®ime, @
B85 Yoo OsY wy ®»OWGOs SO ABwWdDE
@wd 83500, ©0; NI BRS OEOCewrn »Sed 95I®
@00 DD eIt e CBur @ v Beand.

B5088BOIB 3w v Yend vded & 9 mO» DO
8w 2z Bedmds. 2024.09.10 2B ©® E8ws ©®

WO * Do,

2024.09.10 8228 ©© EBewd e®ed wewsy edxo:

"g.0m0.03. @G5 evg OF wOF B, #§O@BOS wdent
C28BBIO OB dBwWDE eudde BB BcdO, 0® mus g
0O HEH® BE WECWIB O BoEn ©80yoO avwms & @
@3e¢Bw 90wmd BEAC 01c® wr8uB. HeOHO O BBDIYGWBD
D FOBA.

s sFvw eBns YD anf BO B edevensies’ e
30D BwsIO sy 80 Bk B SO @R B Bhmwd."

©® Beastes’ s5nduBn® OxFDdwr v Swd @edwsxs
»0y B8w. ©® Em ©wwIvn mE). OO BNISBHOB, 0®
OB eEDE 9By B8O widemw @EO
DOID B 9CEBsy ©® Bud 0Dy, dnBa.

®S Bewdsns G509

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Ajith Agalakada. You have ten
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Hon. Member, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri. You have 11 minutes.

Order, please! Before he starts, the Hon. Deputy
Chairperson of Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair and
THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES took the
Chair.
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Trincomalee Campus - Rs. 450 million;

Construction of ETU buildings for Trincomalee and
Ampara Hospitals - Rs. 600 million (Rs. 300 million per
hospital);

Construction of quay at dockyard, Trincomalee - Rs. 1,500
million;

Construction of building in Swamy Vipulananda Institute of
Aesthetic Studies, Batticaloa - Rs. 300 million;

Cardiology unit with cath lab at DGH Ampara - Rs. 200
million;

Rehabilitation/ Improvement of Ampara-Uhana-Mahaoya-
Chenkaladi Junction;

Rehabilitation/ Improvement of Lunugala-Bibila Road - Rs.
2714 million;

Establish 1000 rainwater harvesting tanks covering Northern
Province, North-Central Province, North-Western Province
and Ampara District of the Eastern Province - Rs. 50
million;

Completing the resettlement of persons displaced due to the
conflict in the Northern and Eastern Provinces with 6,759
housing units - Rs. 3,500 million;

Preparation of master plan for development in Eastern,
Western Provinces and Hambanthota District - Rs. 215
million;

Fisheries community development in Northern and Eastern
Provinces - Rs. 50 million.
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(orevTLfl@ HeMVMLGTHIGD 2 MILILNTT Bj6uTdser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

@S OIEn® @DED gdessy.



805 58B800x7nd 806

O g6 53 eF@OsIE Owm
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(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra

©0 B0 BB @¢sIB), R0 OO OEROA.

Building complex for Faculty of Health Care Sciences,
Eastern University - Rs. 2,400 million;

Development of infrastructure facilities and facilitate
research activities in Eastern University of Sri Lanka - Rs.
250 million; and

Development of infrastructure facilities and facilitate
research activities in South Eastern University of Sri Lanka -
Rs. 400 million.

Completion of sports stadium, Kalmunai - Rs. 150 milliobn.

O BB B5T Cresyy T BOBT Gres@rnm® Owvmo

(oressTyfl@ FremTdhdlwest FTeLSS et @)rTFLomentdain)

(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Deputy Minister, [ want to get something
clarified.

O § RN OIEn®

(omevsrL L@ SePVEMLGTHRIGL 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uTa6T)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

®0 3R WO 0 98 ©¢BI®, YRIwBNTW OO

OO o306 OBIEH®0

(oreT Ll @ SewevemLSTRIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjeuTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
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(oressrLyfl @ ) mevsr GamwsFBHrT)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)

@levBIns WEHHEHSG Bl PFISSEBHBwerE  CFiiaug)
@evnbiens  GrarThisd!  9Hs  umsully,  (Femiens
TFTHIGSST  CuhelasTsteriiul L BlF  gidhE Hsaflsr
Ulrasrribgrer @euhmids @ Blg @sidbsliul_ (b @) wmdalsTner.

O B BRBT CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmm® dnmo
(omessTyif @ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentsain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Is that not a grant?

®C g615Y 6@ 5T Owmo

(oreLyfl @ omevsT GamwasFbHlrT)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)

That is allocated by the Government of Sri Lanka. -
[Interruption.]

O B BRBT CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmm® dnmo
(oressTyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentsain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Yes. But, it is based on a grant.

@G g615Y eP@DsTg Owmo

(oressLyfl @ o mevsT GamwaFbHrT)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)

That is allocated by the Government of Sri Lanka.
That is all. - [Interruption.] No, no. The Indian
Government cannot allocate a budget for Sri Lankan
people.

O BB B5T CrxsyyBOsT Gres@rhumn® dnmo
(omessTLyif@ FremTdhdlwet rTeLSS et @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
That is a grant.

@G g615Y eP@DsTg Owmo

(omessrLyifl @ o mevsr CamwseFBbSlrT)

(The Hon. Arun Hemachandra)

That is allocated by the Government of Sri Lanka to
the people of Sri Lanka.

O BrerBRB5T CoxsyIBOsT Gres@rhulmn® Dwnmo
(omessTLyif@ FrenTdhdlweT rTeLSS et @)rraLomentsasin)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
That is an Indian grant.

©C §Roe8 500 OB ®o

(omessTLyifl @ HWVPLGTHIGD 2 L6 Sj6uissir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney-at-Law)
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It being 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned until 9.30 a.m. on Friday, 21st February,
2025 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 06th February, 2025.
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he accept that -

(i) the Karapitiya Teaching Hospital has not
yet carried out the necessary steps to enable
Mr. Kahaduwa Arachchige Nihal, who
had served as a Medical Laboratory
Technologist from 03.07.1984 and retired
on 18.03.2020, to obtain his pension; and

(i) even though 05 years has lapsed since his
retirement, leaving the work relating to the
payment of his pension incomplete is a
weakness of the Ministry of Health?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the reason for not accepting the report of the
Preliminary Inquiry Board appointed
pursuant to the letter No. FQ/02/2018 of'the
Director of Karapitiya Hospital dated
08.12.2023 and releasing the documents
required for his retirement after charging
him the relevant dues;

(i) the reason for not informing Mr. Nihal
about the said report;

(iif)  if the report mentioned in (i) above is not
accepted, the reason for that;

(iv) if so, the actions that have been taken in this
regard,

(v) the reasons for not informing Mr. Nihal
about the actions concerned; and

(vi) the actions that will be taken against the
officers who are delaying the processing of
the pension of Mr. Nihal, who is suffering
from Parkinson's disease since the year
2020?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(i) Mr. KA. Nihal, Medical Laboratory

Technologist, had been serving as the Chief
Medical Laboratory Technologist in the
National Hospital, Galle from March, 2016
to 17.03.2020. In the course of that time, he
was also in charge of the Consumable
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Stores in the Laboratory of the Hospital. A
difference between the ledger balance and
the physical balance of consumables,
machineries, special materials and
glassware items in the stores of the Hospital
had been observed and a preliminary
inspection had been conducted. Thereafter,
after identifying the inconsistencies
between the ledger balance and the physical
balance, an investigation has been
commenced to ascertain the amount to be
recovered from the officer in terms of
Financial Regulation No. 104(4) on
09.09.2024. Payment of the pension can be
dealt with after completion of the relevant
investigation.

No.

As stated in (a)(i) above, in accordance
with the Government Financial
Regulations, an inquiry has to be conducted
under Financial Regulation No. 104 (4) to
identify the losses and damages occurred
and a report should be obtained in this
regard.

The report of the preliminary investigation
is not provided to the relevant officer and at
the end of the final investigation, which is
in the final stage, the officer will be notified
in writing of the recommendations given in
that regard. However, when the officer and
his wife enquired in this regard through
telephone from the National Hospital,
Galle, they were informed about the
progress of the investigation.

Since an inquiry has to be conducted
in terms of the Financial Regulation No.
104(4) of the Government Financial
Regulations to calculate the losses and
damages.

Stated in (a)(i) above.
Stated in (b)(ii) above.

Since the investigation related to the
calculation of the losses and damages by
Mr. K.A. Nihal has become a complex
affair, (inventory documents, files and
receipts of many years have to be checked)
it has taken a considerable period of time.

Further, the committee report relevant to
the investigation is to be received during
the first quarter of 2025 and activities
related to the preparation of the pension
will be carried out without delay.

Does not arise.
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