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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH]
in the Chair.
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PRIVILEGE: NON-ALLOCATION OF TIME TO SPEAK IN
PARLIAMENT

®0 Bewdss G509

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

A Motion may be moved to refer the Question of
Privilege raised by the Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan
Archchuna, M.P., in Parliament on 23m January, 2025 to
the Committee on Ethics and Privileges.
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SPECIAL SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS ON 17TH FEBRUARY,
2025
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(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to inform all the Hon. Members of Parliament
that the following special security arrangements will be
implemented in connection with the Budget Speech for
the year 2025 to be made by the Hon. Minister of Finance
on Monday, the 17" of February, 2025:

. I wish to inform that the security arrangements for
Friday, the 14" of February, 2025 will be as
follows:

1580

The entire Parliament building including the rest
rooms and wardrobes of the Members of
Parliament will be subjected to security inspection
on this day.

. I also wish to inform that the security
arrangements for Monday, the 17" of February,
2025 will be as follows:

(@) The High Security Areas/Significant
Locations identified in the Parliament
building will be subjected to security
inspection on this day.

(b) The Public Gallery will be open to the
invited guests only.

(¢c) The Hon. Members of Parliament
accompanying their spouses may alight at
the staff entrance and proceed to the
Parliament building,

(d) The Hon. Members are kindly requested to
be driven by chauffeurs, if possible, and to
refrain from bringing guests to Parliament
on this day.

(e) Parliamentary staff drivers will be stationed
at the Members' Entrance, Staff Entrance
and Public Entrance to park the vehicles
driven by Hon. Members of Parliament in
the designated parking areas.

(f) Since the Public Gallery is restricted to
invited guests, all the Hon. Members of
Parliament are kindly requested to have any
other guests (excluding spouses) alight at
the Jayanthipura Entrance. A special
transport arrangement has been made to
take these guests to the Public Entrance.

(g) The MPP Car Park will be kept closed on
this day and the vehicles of the MPP will be
directed to the relevant car parks.

(h)  Special traffic arrangements will be adopted
by the Traffic Police and the nearest police
stations in the area on this day.

Cooperation of all Hon. Members of Parliament is
kindly expected towards the aforementioned special
security arrangements.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi - Minister of

Environment)
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(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama, Attorney-at-Law)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD: EMPLOYEES ON CASUAL/
CONTRACT BASIS
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi)
ACRB e@imn@ensy gy ydme - (1):

(@) (1) o BeEIC OeECed ewde »im) CIB
&80, eI wy aBe® oLdmesy
8001500 05T @05 DRewsT @ISO,



1583

(i)

(iii)

(@iv)

)

(vi)

2025 o608 07 1584

2015 d8wed 80 o® calDr 019, omn ww
gesoe SO0 Daews’ O® eEdmWsIO erdn
Ce Gee O O D¥vw amd @05 05y
DREwWsY @O EHE;

BeB duost @20, DgDE B8O ww BeBw
Beo¥® BBO @8 woSwwsy  emsIms
$BBHDOEO G & Bean ID BEvsiesis,

2015 D&l 8O e® o O® GuwnHOEO
0 B G O O O8vw gmD @05y
005y Daewsy emn®end;

Comn BeBAC Oedced aB8En eddmwsy
Bene 8Bw 83w wwn YT gwe D19,
2Ozv ww Yywog O evds HFFOWE BE
oun ()8 wews? mofeesy emsSms
SBHDHOEO Ch 8O ey § mSien mOede;

o9 e BOCe BBO wew omy D
D@8 mOedc;

@I O @O w®odd ¢TI esie?
(20) oeded n®, d ®sie?

UNIFHSB] S ewFFNTS CHL L ailesr:

(=) ()

(i)

(i)

(iv)

(Vi)

@eviiens  lestery  Fewuullsd  Lieswflymluyb
BlIrbsT, liubs wHMID ww 2erdlwiigserflesr
6TeTens 1 d6m 5 HevTlSHeTIG wWTEHEsTLIEN SULD;

Gupuig eafluisensg 2015950 6D
QBTL&sID @)FIeUeHT FIOLIOMD, LIGH6T OHMID
lewa sagluirsd GFassliul(Bsiter Glsreng

9y T(HeuriiuTsd SesidHefliras
wrESeTLSHSWLD ;
st LLiBemer [OOEETDA CIET I

Caxremi(hssL  wHMID  Wleir  @)ewewTLienLid
glewngssHe0  Guretim  uewilseT  Q@UILIBS
BIMICUESTBI% EIh ) QUPBISLILL (HeTarens
THMISC\STETEUTT T 6TEITLIENS LD,

2015410 et CBTL S5 @)gGieusny Gy
BINIUSTBISEHEGHSF ClFs IsSLILIL (heiTer GlsTends
Sy eusTHeuriuira QeusuGoumras
WrGHesTLIEN HULD;

@evsieng lerFry Fenuulled lews 2arfluiigser
Fls  eTenTemilbmauiled @) (hHBHdBEBS TS
HMID UTHEHBG PG FLOLIOTLD, LIlgHeT
oMb Wemaswslwd ClFSsLILIBIL Bleweoullsy,
Gumuiyg (ii)@)ev @PIIIL_Liul Berer Lssilsener
PUULS  PDAGTRSERES — MYPEGMSDHE

BEIRT] S|EWLDBSH E ek
TN 66 WISHTLIEN % UL,

IIBS Blemevew LOEw W FNOFISDH G
GumesmsirariiLi@id BL_6UL G6W HBEIT

6w 616 WISHTLIEN % U LD;

e @)FFemud@ pleilimyr?
(=) @)eir@mev, sy6tT?

asked the Minister of Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

the number of those employed at the Ceylon
Electricity Board, separately on permanent,
contract and casual basis;

(if) the amounts that were paid to these workers
as salaries, allowances and bonuses from
2015 up to now, separately in respect of
each year;

(iii) whether he accepts that tasks such as
installing electricity lines, digging pits and
disconnecting power have been outsourced
to contracting institutions;

(iv) the amounts that were paid to such
institutions  from 2015 wup to now,
separately in respect of each year;

(v) the reasons for outsourcing the works
referred to in (iii) above to contracting
institutions in a backdrop where excess
numbers of workers receiving high salaries,
allowances and bonuses are employed at
the Ceylon Electricity Board; and

(vi) the measures to be taken to rectify this
situation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)
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2015 1,643
2016 1,608
2017 1,711
2018 1,932
2019 2,383
2020 2,455
2021 2,616
2022 2,501
2023 3,464
2024 4,370
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(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi)
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asked the Minister of Urban Development, Construction
and Housing:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that there are no
drinking water facilities in the areas of
Kakkachchiwattai, Vilanthottam  and
Dikkodai-Dumbalai in the Porativu Pattu
Divisional  Secretary's Division and
Kirankulam-Tharmapuram in the
Manmunai Pattu Divisional Secretary's
Division in the Batticaloa District; and

(ii)  if so, the steps that will be taken to provide
drinking water facilities to the above-
mentioned areas?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

@

(ii)
(ii)

the types of insurance coverages offered by
the Agricultural and Agrarian Insurance
Board;

their names;

what crops are covered by each of those
insurance coverages, separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(1) the amount of money that the Board has
paid for crop damages from 2015 up to
now, in respect of each year separately;

(i) the methodology through which the Board
receives funds;

(iii) the measures that will be taken to
strengthen the Agricultural and Agrarian
Insurance Board further?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of
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®0 Bewrdss OrzNGEHO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister,
explanation.

you may finish your

®G 5OE WS ST DWwmn
(omessTL)fl@ BTLO6L & (HEWTTT S6vT)

(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne)

®ed BEnG adwsy vy wi. [@sds D@

@0 Beadts mOrBNEHRO)

(oressryfl@ Lrdled surprwsi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you can pose your Supplementary
Question relevant to this after the Hon. Deputy Minister
has explained.
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OO 59OE WO €IS DWwmo

(LoTedTLyLA@ BITLOGV & (HEUT T G6vT)

(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne)

©C OER®s, O° 0® WdHmws DORe®s Bunmdl. 8
058 @8wWD 9O wden SR P & Beadmdo.
D@ rnieded @medt) Eed Wiy B J¥ed
©NDED osizn 8 condemn m»EE BOY @O BBD Gawad
eCAE O® woor 48 D emsieny ¢ oud.

00 8 BoEE® vE ®J, 0B SR Dtk @l OO v ¢
308ewdBm LHmd 00n wuem ¢B. §BDEeewrm®
@08wens’ & 8E & oxmds. s0B8m SEO Dt @D &8
3BD8wewesI® dved ¥E BBw ¥IE ¢ B OB D ®
@D(E1eD G EHmD0 Bedeme WO,

OO @5TD T DeFES DWwmn
(orewrLydl@ Crmamesr LiewTLTT)
(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

®©0 Bowdess mO1znemnOB, -

®0 Bewdss 5096

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rohana Bandara, you may ask only a verifying
question.

O @5THen DeFES DWwmo

(wressryfl@ Grmamesst LswTLTr)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

00 Boewdds OB, I Bwy mSew ®I.
RN Bwsrydo @7, Cost O 0®s0enld BwE. ¢z ©@0adsy
Bamds, 8w 114.50m Bdwocr 83Die Bedmdo
Bocs. & cost Om O¥es wdySemersi® emdsied
adOBIDy 8em® WOens). eNEedwICWHO BT
28Oty G 055N B8O One VIRV 0@ 8 Be-

®0 Bewdss mO1509emR o

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, you have already asked the second
Supplementary Question.

O @5TD T DeFES Dwmn

(orewrLyfl@ Crmamesr LiswTLTT)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

©C; Bewdds DOnemn®B, s ©weE wo
OB, 06 Bewdss ¢@B8neA, 8c Bw® BHBe®2 8301w
@y BBws BedsIs) Aoy, 0.

OO MOE WS IC D) W

(LomevoTLyLA@ [BITLOGV &5 (HEUOTITT G60T)

(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne)

30 y@» eemB gusIn YOOI, [Dids HE5O]

G Berdss HSOI1zNEHD )
(oreryll@ Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please!

®G @6THen Dedes Dwmo

(oresstLyfl@ Crramesr LiswrL_Ty)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

yBD WS ©z0eddB, OO gwries’. VAR &y c’miw
am®d swE @0 oBROF wmovmlesy, ®d Bewdes
HOBROB. c¥nde D088 o). 9 gwsiesy, 88w
OB DS Boasiesy @EWIOE BwoEo&.
e ICHMO eDOJ gEITID goensE 0® Ve
9500 BB ©© gned.

O BOE I¥nwem ums (YD), ®Wr@E®, Do
e 85F by oudd g@imys ©Yw $EEedsined
BWIZNBDR )
(revorLyifl@ LiLosv TSBT WSS - Curdh@Gaursgl,

QBB EHFTMVSHET, FIWD(PSHIGET LHMID FHaillsd allwresr

CFenaugs6ir S|eMDFF(HLD LITTTEHLOGTDSF FeDLI (606U (HLD)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the

House of Parliament)

o0 Boewdds N, o OEn®ed
gBDHBO OO Bewdss H1@Bn® gm 88E0 B8Enoxs o
iz, Im 8B mdems. @B Om OB, VIR
anol y&D WO OO @DFD ¢sivn. [Avids HEO]
9500 510188 BRI o ¢I500 8530 53 OB® 5 O® YAD
WO @DdNd A 2o ged adddud cdE-msme
©OH»Do.

®0 Berdss HOrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi jeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! We will move on to the next Question.

@G O8x¥¢ BeB8B ®wmo

(oreirflg 05 alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

00 Bewdds mOmnemn®A, I rise to a point of
Order.

OGS @6TH e Dedes Dwmn

(orevorLyifl@ Grmamesst LisssTL_ M)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

Bo® Bwiensy ei8CE co¥nd &8 @ sy o).
[2920 HEO] e®m CSed drmymded yamw@W. [Pis HEO]
@ Bewdess m0emRORB, - [Gaids HES]

@0 Bewndss OrzNGEHBO)

(oreiryflg Wrdld surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Question No. 05, the Hon. Kins
Nelson.

33808 & B0 Bedmo

sevallmrent] UL L& sHenas6BYl: aflLird
BACHELOR OF EDUCATION DEGREE COURSE: DETAILS

123/2024
5. ©6 Beed emdFessy Owmo
(omessTLyil@ Hmbisv GBeLF6IT)
(The Hon. Kins Nelson)
2@ 08w Y BB, Gt GBI ©8Y DatBw
2085y g@imsnduensy gy ydme - (1):
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DED O CID B 8302500 @ISO EHS;
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OBROD OO 8 BIV@ID eunDs O
esyesie;

(V) ot 50, 9O d@E® 01580 wews AEdo
OB CIBY BB 00100 PHE BOLO O
G Bo@8® moedc;

@Y OB @OV wwdd ¢sIOsTe53e?
(a0) ool 5®,d Oxie?

Ulrg  Sjewwds@n seval, o wi sall WHMID

Qarfhsevall gemwdFmwreaTaienyd CGsl L aflerr:
(o) ()  sevailwmesmf ul L& SN 56 BYlem Il
LufeVddn 1q 1L LISDS6W 60555 LD Bl 61T 65T

6TEBOTEN 1635 WITOHESTLIEH S LD,

(i)  eunnilett QUwTs6T wWTeneuGWIEHTLIEN Su|LD;

(i) Guprng ul L g &HHenSHCBYlew WL
LufleVeugnaTa QU(HLTHSLD B)ewewTd 315
Q& meirerIL(HD  LOTEwTEUTG6Ml6T  6TevsTews | b6m S5
wTESETLIEN S W|LD;

(iv)  yFlsereurer ul L griflasener Y Aflwi
Gaemeuulilsd B)emem1d5180\5% T6iTeuB M
Cup@mlinii ulL g &EDen&CIHBIGIW

STTEIOTSH  IEWIDBSHIGTENG|  TOTLINS el
SDIUTTT 6TEITLIEH G ULD;

V)  Cuweflsy, SQliu’ L g &HHen&HCBDlew WL
LufleVeug T B)em 6w 5180\ TeTarLILI(HILD
LD TewsTEU T d6rT6sT sTeRITEm IS 6m FH6w Wi
IEYEAES SIWINE Y kA Gum s msrarliLi(hid

[BL_6119 S6MHBEIT LI Tew 616 WLISITLIEH S 1LLD;
e @)FFewudE plelliimyr?
(24) @srCmed, eysir?
asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

(1)  the number of universities which offer the
Bachelor of Education degree course;

(ii)  their names;

(iii)  the number of students enrolled annually to
follow that degree course;

(iv) whether she is aware that the above degree
course leads to more graduates being
recruited into the Teachers’ Service; and

(v) if so, of the measures that will be adopted
to increase the number of students enrolled
to follow that course?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@07 (§9028) 08B ¢®58w e®emdw (ggILimn Y
gamnm, cwEd gdwsm 0w OafBe  gdvinm
3@ 8w)

(wrewryfl@ (sevrmHlg)) (QFsvall) amilefl Swr@flw - Nrsw
wwIFHD  Heval, o wi el wHmd CFTHDHBv
S|EDLOFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister
and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, the Hon. Deputy Minister will

respond to the Question.

©C O8I BeBB8 wmo

(oressrfl @ F#lps alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Sir, I have a point of Order to raise. Please give me the
mike.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

A Supplementary Question has been asked by the
relevant Hon. Member and I have also given time for him
to raise a verification question.

©C O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo

(oreirflg F#0bs alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

00 Bewdss m»Omwnemn®d, ® point of Order

O On WO Beadm .

@0 Berdss mOrBNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is the point of Order, Hon. Member?

©C O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo

(wreiryflg F#0Hs alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

©0] Bewd®s mOnemn®8, 30dd Bewde 92 (&)
wOoenr ®0 gdud e¢rIn), ©® 8B NEDsT VWwd @D
DOGHID WOmemO I® v @i, SO »HO8 B
emn Bedwlery. [@dr HEO] ©EEed®sinedsy Wl
eDE WOYR HODHD 5O, & VIOV eusIOBIBY @
2Dwdw Bedmyda. [Drids B8]

@0 (eedes) QY0 ewemBiTs Dums (gxBm 8y

c e s Bewdss g@imun®)

(oresrfl@ (sweugslwir) wgr CFQearalrser - sevall, o wi

sevalll) LN7d) oen&air)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna - Deputy Minister of

Education and Higher Education)

@6 Boewedss m»OnemneB, ©d Beed omS®sy
O n® B8 qwmy B¢ y@#»wO BENG,- [@ids HEO]

®0; Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprwst HjeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, you can raise your
point of Order.
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@G D83 BeBBB ®wm

(oreryflg Fibs allGedm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

©0; Bewdss mOnemn®B, B$0Hds Bewde 92 (g0)
wOoen, 0® 8:8Ee@rIned mOYRDEST MW eDEI WD
50, &» dn® o®evirm euvxIdy 20® 28B8s ® wo
80D OFOG BT Beadmd. e® wd Hoead oime? e®
end@® §eB ®GNw® WS OB BBIB S0, ®S Bewdess
DONIDROE. DOIZNEDRD,  HDBNDBE  eDBID.
9BDB®D YO eOFemn,- [hds HEO] OO VIO ©®
BosTes? ®ONE®DBRD, DOIBNED He® OB 0®m,-
[@2805 2388]

®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could you please come to your point, Hon. Member?

@G D8I BeBE8 Owmo

(omevor i@ Filbhs alGdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Okay, I will finish raising it. oo Bewdss
DOBNGHROB, ev® WO S, VAR ©O gdwdw
¢5I50®, BEDD mEes Bedm . s €8ds BewdvwdE
B0 Onemd & BEdn s, ®0 ¢dwde e¢sin. ®d;
Bewdss »Omnemn®s, s andt ydsm o¢®
D0, & Dred® EMO ¢FBJ BINO WO MISEHW BY
O Be® ¢8B8s 0 Bewldw 33 (2)8 Beanmts. I »O8
©® ©d OTER® 9Fcsien’. & Bwn nPisnies endFdm
§eBO mOvnw®m BN @¢Im Wiy Ow. JIm Bwo nOB
91060® @0 8Eed®xInd Srnn o oi.

®0 Bewdss 250965

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi ojsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Wijesiri, I have provided that opportunity to the
relevant Hon. Member to get his Supplementary Question
verified; I did provide that opportunity to the relevant
Hon. Member.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oreryllg Filbs allGedn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

@0 Bewd®s ®»ONe@mROB,-[Boidr HEO] ®rznnm
Bostesy mYe Onem? [&oids 58]

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR)

(oreryflg Nrdd surprwsi Sjsuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Could you please take your seat, Hon. Wijesiri? Can
the Hon. Rohana Bandara verify that I gave him time for
verification of his second Supplementary Question?

OO @6Tne DeFENS Dwmo

(wresstyfl @ Crmamesst LisTLTy)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

®D, ©G Bewdes mDnemR®AB. [6rds 558]

G Berdss HSO15NEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, he has verified that. Could you please take your
seat, Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri?

o6 8BE vesTemB Swmr (DE&wsIm  ©w
D10 83085 ¢PamsR®0)

(wreryfl@ Fefled ambhgiTOTSS - ®HSHESTLL WHMID
Qarfled YwhAwrenreno SLalBHESS eLodaFT)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti - Minister of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development)

298 8Seddes.
TUBSII-
rose.

@S Bewdus G151 D©)
(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Sunil Handunnetti?

o6 9B E vgemnsB Ovmo

(revrLfl@ srerfled anbgiesTElesTda)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

00 Bewdss mOuwnemn®B, o ©x35n® point of
Order o 9dged €906 Bewde 92 (a) wdesl. [
BE@2] 0@n® &Hdd Bewle 92 (@) w@derxy »OB
9CEED. &6 Bewdn 92 (2)8 Bestery
"208Be0sIned wwr odnw WM OB WMOT) EBNEIDD
@Fet " Bw. [ HEO] Egwd, 39006 Bewlw 92 (2)
(a0) @O Bestes? &8 ydvwxw ©n Bded® & »d
BB ROWO Dt gleds’ mOr WOBID Ay BwB. e®n®
BBRFnDS 0508, 516 wvwE D56 O ®E. BOIDS
Bowdo 92 (g0) @® 92 (2) (&) wden! Bedsieny Eda. [Eods
BEO] iy, Jod e@uwmnte Bedwesy BwEs. w®wd
DS ©OBY WEBIB Desr B BedsTesy.

O OBBID DO IB R V™0
(oressTLfl@ Wb &HEBTTSVEHS)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)
RIS D168 I Bwdsiesy.

@0 Bewdss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi euiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Shall we get on with the Questions?- [Interruption]
The Hon. Kins Nelson's Question.

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo
(oressryifl @ Fllphe alGe )
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bendss SOrzNGEHDO)

(orerflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, your point of Order does not amount to
Standing Order No. 92.

©C O8x¥¢ BeB88 Owmo

(orerfl @ F#0Hs alGe )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

®0; Bewdss mONEHDOB, o B oI,
©On® BwdsYes’. [&rdr HE0z]
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o6 9B & welemnsB Ovmo

(orenTLfl@ Fefled anbaisTCleTsS)

(The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti)

VIR, ) OWMO EIBS E¢BIBY. [Pids BE@z2] €0DS
Boewdo 92 (1) ()8 Butesy dm nO&B. [&rds HE@2]

®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryflg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! - [Interruption.] Can you all sit down
now, please? - [Interruption.]

@G O8x¥¢ BeB8B Owm

(oreryflg Fibhs allGedm)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

000 Bewdw 928 88 e¢m Bwdsiny. [@ridr HE@x/]

OO BOE Simnem Dwmo

(orerdl @ L rEmrwds)

(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)

@0 Bewdds »ONGHOB, ©BsI®D WOBED
OBD®IeesT O8 9E R B35 (@B8, s Bewdo 92
(2) (a0) ewd BHDs Bewdn 338 anc, ydm» ©OITVD
Boadn w@ylen 0m0n BedsIm BuEr. D@ BOmHD
»H® 48, gousl 00D eemd. YNB, NS Bewle
Bwdm O 910 @02 O OB D3 Bwd 9EE® 68nd.
@%c8, 8000 Bewdn 92 (2) () In® BwdsIn. [&ris
B8] 89006 Bewdw 92 (2) () R BwdsIsy. v,
D0 e5NedDB. [Brds HEO]

@G D8I BeB8 Owmo

(orenrflg Filbs allGe )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

®0 Bewdes mOznemn®8, 00 o Bewrded. ®O
230800 e¢sTm.

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHD )

(oreryflg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! All this has arisen because of the
Supplementary Question posed by the Hon. Rohana
Bandara. He asked two Supplementary Questions. I had
provided him extra time for a verification question and
the Hon. Member is respectfully sitting in his seat now;
he has no question about it. So, can we now proceed with
the Questions? The next Question asked by the Hon. Kins
Nelson is to be answered by the Hon. Deputy Minister.
Please answer that Question.

OO @6Tne DeFENS Dwmo

(wressyfl @ Crmamesst LisTLTr)

(The Hon. Rohana Bandara)

OO0 ®DIZNEDRD D8 O FD@BHO,- [Dsdds
DE@zxf]

OO BB WS FIBED W0
(oressTfl@ SWHhG &[HEWTTSVES5)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

208 BSeddes.
STUPBSITIT.
rose.

@6 Berdss mOBNEHRO)
(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka?

O OBBID WO EIBERD Dv™0

(oressTfl@ SHWhS &HeTTSVHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka)

0] Bewdds »NNGHNOB, ©INBHDR DS
Bewdo 92 (2) (@) e@mwwfe By Busts Buemdl. ©©
Im a@9neds Besim v o Im €dd ewensf
BedmryDn. [@sis HE@z] 0w 9uimy. BusIm wesien,
Bests  westess.  [wis  BHE@H] e@mmd  EG00
BewedodEO & Do 0dxfes’ e@m8. & BecfomO
6i8asE 150 0@ @850 erdsIm vy, Buy Bewdess
#7OBO0w yamewsy & wH. ed®m EHBNd ¢ edm
@@, Jed ©m8 EHHmdD  ICHB YAHGH.
WO IS @@ BERIW ecImy. [@sids HE@z]

®0 Berdss OrBNGEHRO)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprwsi Hjeurser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! - [Interruption. ]

@G O8I BeBBB ®wmo

(oressryfl g Fllhs alGmdn))

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

@O0 Bewdds DONEDROB, o® mmcens B0
WOBID OO RINSed ¢dwdw R e¢sim.

®0 Bewndss OrzNGEHDO)

(oressryflg LWl surprwsi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, be very brief, please.

©C O8xY¢ BeB88 Owmo

(oreirflg 05 alGmdn)

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)

Okay. ®6; Bewdss mOnemn®B, &dd Bewde
928 (@), () Bec om0E o¢wnl Beadmdr. BDOd
Bewdo 92 (2) ()8 e®oedd sy eOma:

"dx¥cws ymon BBOO 0280 ©wdhm Bom & ®»l
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esmRS N 057, VADOBIEI0 N8 Dm0 ® ewony
0uIDE VIO 0E ©50W WD Dt S OB O
Cdh DI vy, OB 8 0dsim Ay, @®@»
B e¢BID) OB BBy BedmD. [Dsddr HE@H] DB
CEth 0Dy Ay VIR GOy #O®BOJewr ey, VY
WO, yOOsT »O. [dds HE@H] Dby ®CHD, yODBY
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(oreryllg Nrdd suTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Can we have order in this House?
Please maintain the dignity and decorum of the House!

Hon. Deputy Minister, you may provide the Answer to
the Question raised by the Hon. Kins Nelson.

®0 (e00¢xs) BYC ewemISTD Ovmo
(omevsrLll@ (smeugglwii) wgir CFClesrallydessr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

May I make an announcement. We have had a very
unfortunate situation here. I would like to remind the
Hon. Members of both sides of the House, whichever
party they may belong to, the Government or the
Opposition, that the masses wanted a change; they
wanted a change in the culture of Parliament. Shall we all
provide what the masses wanted? There is a mandate that
the masses have given us. So, let us live up to it. I think
we all should resolve to live up to that and provide a
different environment in this Parliament. Thank you very
much.

Next, Question No. 6 - 151/2024 - (1), the Hon. Ajith
P. Perera. - /Not in the Chamber.]
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:
(@)  Will he inform this House -
(1) the date of incorporation of the National
Savings Bank;
(i) the names of the present Chairman,
Directors of the Board and the CEO;
(iii)  the number of branches and employees;
(iv) the paid-up capital, as of today;
(v) whether is it in compliance with BASEL
requirement of capital adequacy; and
(vi) the steps taken to address non-compliance,
if any?
(b)  Will he also inform this House, separately, the -
(1) profit for the last 10 years and expected
profit for the next three years;
(ii) return on investment for the last 10 years as
per (i) above ;
(iii) administration cost and lending margin rate
for the last five years;
(iv) administration cost as a percentage of
lending rate; and;
(v) Dbalance sheet values from 2019 to date?
(¢)  Will he further inform this House -
(i) whether loans over Rs. 1 billion were
written off;
(i)  the names of the entities involved; and
(iii)  legal procedures adopted for the write-offs?
(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Let the Hon. Deputy Minister finish his clarification,
Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.

@0 (80028 w) w8 en ySwudens® dwm

(orevrLfl@ (SevTBld) amiagemt @flw G L)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

gy ydmed 8B emdw D1628. dw BOde »S
oI Q. & O @®OEE® 988wd Wmienm wsim &8
DI e,

®3G 08 WO eDBNGBZ Dvmo
(orerfl@ rafl smenTTHTIWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oresrflg LWrdld surprLsST jeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, you may now pose any
question for verification, if you have one.
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(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTWSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

The Hon. Deputy Minister cannot mislead Parliament.
I am asking what the deposit rate is and he is giving the
lending rates that are there for senior citizens on medical
expenditure, which have no relevance to my question. So,
I guess it has to be answered duly. And, it was relevant to
the Question I have raised. - [Interruption.]

@0 (§0D28w) wEven 838wudeno® dwm
(omevsryLil@ (SevrBlg) amiagenr @flwi6lLmL)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)
Hon. Member, I responded to that question.

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWDo

(orenTfl@ rall &@HewTTHTILSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

No, you did not.

@0 (99028 w) wven 1Bwudess® ®vm

(orenryfl@g (HevTHH) apiagenr @Mlwli6lLL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

Raising your question, you mentioned that we have
indicated a percentage, which is wrong. There is a
particular specified percentage.

G 08 WS €02¥0B% Dm0
(orenTyll@ rall &mesTTHTWSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Where?

@G OFOSews
(oreryfl@ 2 milifleri s eurr)
(An Hon. Member)

The Budget is coming up.

@01 (99008 w) wven yBwdess® Ovm

(orer Ll (H0THP) apiagenr @MwliGlLmL)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harshana Suriyapperuma)

So, wait for a few more days. All the details will be
there in the Budget.

G 08 S eBNBE D0

(orenTfl@ rall &HewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

For answers to all our questions, we have to wait till
the Budget is presented. Is it? - [Interruption.] Okay, let
us see.

G Berdss HSO15NEHD )

(oreryllg Nrdd FuTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 8 - 246/2024 - (1), the Hon. S.M.
Marikkar. - /Not in the Chamber.]
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FOLK ARTS CENTRE IN KAIKAWALA: CURRENT STATUS

256/2024
9. 06 (eedexs) Basin 8®c8S dwmo
(wrarfle (waubHui) Hayrhs swrefr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera)
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6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;
Sjeui @)dFewusE Mlaliirrr?
(=) @)sirGmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and
Cultural Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he is aware that the Folk Arts
Centre - Jana Kala Kendraya - established
in Kaikawala, Bentara has been abandoned
without being used at present;

(i) whether that Folk Arts Centre is still in
usable condition;

(iii) or else, whether that can be reused after
renovation; and

(iv) the steps that will be taken to restore its
administrative functions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of
Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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BURIAL OF COVID-19 VICTIMS IN MAJMA NAGAR: ARMED
FORCES AND VEHICLES DEPLOYED
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
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S @)FFewudE plelliiuimyr?
(24) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Defence:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that the remains of the
persons who died of COVID-19 pandemic
were buried in “Majma Nagar” area in
Batticaloa on a policy decision of the
Government and the assistance and
contribution of the three forces were
obtained for this purpose;

(i) the number of staff officers and other ranks
included in the subdivision detailed for such
burial activities, separately;

(iii) the amounts paid as allowances to those
officers in addition to the basic salary;

(iv) the number of vehicles of the three forces
and the number of vehicles obtained on rent
basis for the use in burial activities;

(v) the amount of money borne as expenditure
for fuel for each such vehicle;

(vi)  whether the relatives of the deceased person
were charged fees for burial activities; and
if so, the amount so charged, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)
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©G BBk 5G5S v BRSO Owmo

(revrfl@ FLLGgrewt] rees andip)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, ®e«? w©seg@Di8 gnd ydmw
©0®n&.

e®® 8BdBp®w 8 odrlerl, woOydwmewsi®
2DemME BexO On «® Sedvw »EYOHE WIY
Bbednws amd 80 ond dbw o yBeBOe Boemws
BenB. 02008 Dweonessy ©0:med o8 § 0® ©»
edHLOWO @HHIB BE YR8 Bwm OO Boewmwd GO
BoE @BedCrHeE On Pew; e Drews’ Sedidm
@B Pew. 9u7nEd, @® Jed 9w wyw gdd COOE
Boewdsmw OB mnsBOGEY ©10e¢sn® dmn edDE,
Bedn mOYn ¢@imsenn HIW SDO BOY BNIBBRS0
CBOW WO BYew, 0@ Bwo®ewsy DgBsIm Bwo.
0O 8cBe®s vweld EBD @D B8O wmsTwced &
Comnd0 BGidwd @lB8ux ™Iy odfcrn spyeds o®
00D @8oq DR BPen. & WCe0d OO BwdIm®.
g Ores. Sir, Operative Paragraph 8 of the Geneva
Resolution against Sri Lanka adopted by the Human Rights
Council on the 23rd of March, 2021 states this, I quote:

"Expresses further concern that the response to the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic has had an impact on
freedom of religion or belief and exacerbated the prevailing
marginalization of and discrimination against the Muslim
community, and that cremations for those deceased from COVID-
19 have prevented Muslims and members of other religions from
practising  their own burial religious rites, and has
disproportionately affected religious minorities and exacerbated
distress and tensions;"

Hon. Minister, another matter arising from this situation
was the other unscientific decision taken to bury COVID-19
victims in a faraway place in Oddamavadi. ®® &»
Bonecsy BesIm®. no» BCers’ ewedizn DBJwe
8180y yodsy Bwsy advosl®@m, O1de @nw O »OB
& Bomws gdeos Beansies.

@® Geneva Resolution &e2zf Operative Paragraph 9
®8»3 Human Rights Council &2 e®e»® ewdsnsn w0 da:

"Calls upon the Government of Sri Lanka to ensure the
prompt, thorough and impartial investigation and, if warranted,
prosecution of all alleged crimes relating to human rights
violations ...."

So, the Resolution is calling upon the Government to
have an inquiry and punish the people concerned.

But, what does this Government do? It appoints the
then Director General of Health Services as the Secretary
of the current Ministry of Health and Dr. Hasitha Tissera,
who had also been part of that Expert Committee and was
also responsible for the decisions, as Acting Chief
Epidemiologist. No inquiry has been conducted, whereas
the Human Rights Council has specifically asked the
Government to conduct inquiries and punish these
individuals for having violated the human rights of the
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religious minorities. So, will the Government take action
against those individuals who were responsible for taking
these unscientific decisions, religiously profiling a
community’s conduct and denying them their religious
freedom in such a fashion?

@0 @8UY e¥mF (B8gdm) gdien vwelms dvm

(oS82 Bewdss g@imnn®d)

(omevsrLil@ G Gleesrrev (gpiiey@ubm) ) Hewr RWCFHT -

urgisriyll Lrg oepLdsi)

(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)

Hon. Member, your Supplementary Question is very
clear. Your comments and inputs have been taken. Let me
buy some time and refer this matter to the consultative
authorities and then come back to you in due course.

@G BBeg SHS HRO wmo

(oreryll@ FLLSsrent] reat andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Sir, my second Supplementary Question is this.

G Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)

(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you please make it brief because
we have the Private Members' Motions to be taken up?
And, we are already running short of time. Thank you
very much.

@G BBeg 595 v RO wmo

(omevsr i@ FLL S remdl roeris ameib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Yes, Hon. Deputy Speaker, I will be very brief.

This particular incident cannot be just brushed aside. I
know that you all, including the Hon. Leader of the
House, sometimes get annoyed when I raise these
questions repeatedly over an issue like this. But, this is a
matter that has gained international attention regarding
human rights in this country. A particular religious
community has been affected seriously, not only the
Muslims but also the Catholics who believe in burial. This
burial decision had also been taken in an unscientific
manner, wasting public funds and taking burials to a
faraway place. And also, the Government at that time
wanted to take the bodies to the Maldives!

G Berdss HSOI1BNEHR)

(orenrflg Nrdd FuTBTIST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, could you please come to the second
Supplementary Question?

®SG BBt 5G5S w RO wmo

(oreryfl@ FLLSSrevntl reerl andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Also, Sir, the then President contacted the President of
the Maldives wanting to send our "Janazahs" to the
Maldives for burial! Such stupid decisions were made by
the then administration and some stupid officials, who are
now holding responsible positions in Government, have
gone unpunished. At least, an administrative inquiry has
to be conducted against them. That is what we are asking
for and will the Government take action in that regard?

@0 @8UY e¥HHE (Bx8m) gdien Bwewms Ovm
(omessrLyifl@ Cgi Cmerrsd (spiiieyGLHm) OjHewr QW)
(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I have to say the same thing
again: I will consult the Hon. Minister and the other
responsible authorities and come back to you in due
course because this question is very sensitive in nature, as
you understand and you all are aware. I will certainly
come back to you. Thank you.

®G DOE S¥mNGH Dwmo
(oresryilE LD rémmrwdss)
(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
©0T Bewdes mOnemn®B, 08 emd 8108 Ao

WO OBB. oS 99d wBRO® ©B® ©O Bwe
300 HU W®E, O 0@ BEICD ydm mmBO ©®0O
annoying eds¥m ¥odsy Bwee BO ne. 00 Bom 8w
I woydemensi® 01088. 2vo® ovwexr eces,
euedOEmO O 0 ydvrw ONEDs v Qe
Beadmds. o® yamedd LB Lrymded gBBOEHO
00500 euedOEmD IO D& DiBewsy OO euB
P€C Bedmyds By OO Bummddo. [Ghds BHE@m] Sn®o
8100535 BwEy BODDesy. ©O dw D6 OBIHO.

®S Bewdsns G151

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay. Now, the second round of the Questions for
Oral Answers.

Question No. 6 - 151/2024, the Hon. Ajith P. Perera

BB 8B BO dmn WO ¢ e Bg8AE
D0Bm00: Bedmo
Cadlw 51 L swwiifley CFidaliul Bsirer @,iflw
WlesTFsHF): allurid
SOLAR POWER ADDED TO THE NATIONAL GRID: DETAILS

151/2024

6. © ®eI® WS EIBECH OV (05 8= 8. esedd
s @O/OO)
(el swWhs &HHevTTSlVEs -  wreasryllE eld 1F.
QuGrym grirumrs)
(The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.
Ajith P. Perera)

ACRB e@imsnens’ gy ydme - (1):

(2) 1) & Comed “HBm BeEIE 8RB S WS

@18 98w BEBAE oS0 emes®enc;

(i) wdw B¢ Acw 08y § Cowned Hfm
BB 8RB0 D88 Own WOP CID
BB B emes®ent;

(i) "wSw A wogpd®w" DuowaBe GSOH MSB C¢
2w mOedc;
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208Ee®xInd

[06 ®esi® S emBCEm oo

(iv) "8 AR wox®e" &Y WD ¢ ¢ Net
+, Net Metering e Net Accounting wz»
BOeDcwsT @l Hfm BEAE 8dBwd
O 0 @B e SeBIC DBmd Oy

e05] DRewsY eSO TS,

(V) s BeBac®s yddme BB wew om CAD

D@8 mOede;
WY O @O w5 ¢ esIe?

(0) oznded5®, S @sie?

UNIFHS] S eWFFNTS CHL L aller:

(=) ()

@eviiensuiler Capfw e  HLLewioliLd@F
Garssiiul_(psirer @il WlsiTFsHdld GlsrerareTey
6T6MGUETEY 6TEITLIENS IL|LD;

(i) @fw Weresglepen @evniensuilst Cadlur Liler

SULewwlIydh@ — auBLIbBSD — CaFrdbasliubid
LOl63TESB) 6T6MR6TEY 6TEITLIEN W|LD;
(iii) "@flw LIV FhIrmow” H(HSSI_L_LD

YIS SOILL L Bod) wTEHeTL» Su|Lb;
(iv)

"@Giflw v FmIrTLW"  HHSSHIL L SSlesTeLpsvLd
YPysiuBEsiu’_Bstar Net+, Net Metering
wpmnb  Net Accounting (pswmewioseflssrdLp
Caxflw st &1L ewwliyd@d CFidbsiiul_(Hsrer

G lerFssls  Clamsiterersy CeusuGeummras

wWrGHesTLIEN HULD;

V)  @flw LlsiTFSHSlem IEEAE T INTNE: )14
GuplsmsireriiLi(ho BL_6U1q &6M & 6T
WTew 616 WISHTLIEN % U LD;

S @)FFewudE plelliimyr?

(24) @srCmed, eysir?

asked the Minister of Energy:

(@)

(b)

Will he inform this House the -

(i) solar power capacity that has been added to
the National Grid of Sri Lanka;

(i)  annual volume of solar power added to the

National Grid of Sri Lanka;

date on which the “Soorya Bala
Sangramaya (Solar Power Campaign)”
Project was launched;

(iif)

(iv)  volume of solar power that has been added
to the National Grid under the Net Plus, Net
Metering and Net Accounting methods
introduced by the “Soorya Bala
Sangramaya (Solar Power Campaign)”

Project, separately; and

V)

actions that will be taken to promote solar
power?

If not, why?
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®S, ®IC Bw3e2s Dvm
(oressryfl@ Grr gweETLg )
(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody)
@0 Bewdss mOsnemn®B, 98 ydmed 88ns ©®

WO * D,

* esepa@®escs

O» »d» ¢ 8En0:

* ST GBN60 eweusssLi L aflswr !
* Answer tabled.:

@ O

Cown BB OBAE®

©e®®IeDrd 1,266

Gomn 8¢B ydoEm 08@0®

©®meDd 259

(i)

oo »e Iom Yy e
(B©20000 e51w)
[3le12Y%:} @O;:Q’%?Sc?@ Comn BB OO
(es00EId @5 ¥ 96%%2 Zia)®®
8u8 ©n)
2016 22 7 29
2017 108 14 122
2018 186 27 213
2019 285 45 330
2020 387 65 452
2021 546 84 630
2022 720 113 833
2023 859 127 986
2024 986 175 1,161
@50 ®E
124
(i) 2016 e3&8@8 06 E.
@iv)
O O @B D80
(@®®eD0d) 8RB0 dn
DOed¢w s o g
Cemn BeEac GO?Oégé QoBm0dw@
adoEm
Oeice 0@
Net Metering 186 30 ©®®medd 216
Net Accounting 580 186 ©®xed 766
Net+ 347 34 ©®medd 381

W)l

BB bomssIHmS @ s BV wOen Gedm i
2600 838 DEIMIC BB Co EO.

D008 OVE O Oz @ =88ren wdw
DEo®I0 3&wo Yedwes mOWn g BIO.
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ONE On @2m0n 8w D0 eEws 8eWI Bmcwd
DEeus 888 0mIc HRY wews DB ewltsn BO -
Net Plus, Net Plus Plus, Net Accounting, Net
Metering - wOen) swwm® ecs B3O.
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36E eNED.
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B2 e308m BB

Qarupby euL_&@ sevailds CamiL b Csfw
uTL FreneVCuwrsTenmd HrLilgse0

COLOMBO NORTH EDUCATION DIVISION: ESTABLISHMENT

OF NATIONAL SCHOOL

246/2024

8. ¥ ®BBI® WS EHIBEH Vv (05 Ded. 8. BB Fod

®¥m eOMDO)
(wreryfl@  Swhs &HHEWTTSVES - LOTETL|LOE, —6T6V.6TLD.

A& Ti Frirumrs)
(The Hon.
S.M. Marikkar)

2018w Y gitwn, cwe dsnm Y DadBe
23085 g nBwens’ e ydme - (1):

Gayantha Karunathilleka on behalf of the Hon.

@ O

(ii)

(ii)
(iv)
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85 cnoT EIER @B EWIOWILW
BE BBm oW @098 IO crTenie;

de 50, 988edd =ndI eME® asIBs
@O WEBW BE BB 8 BB B
BOWD WHOBIBIE;

& eaewn 8358y ©aBCH ©BI0 e Bedd;

e 5O, & wewo e e 9ededd
emdd wsYenie;

@I OB 0O wwidd esidsTesie?
(20) oezvdeE »d, S Osie?
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QarifipEevall ewwdsmwraTausnrds Csl L allerT:
(o) () OGasrepoy wreul’ L gglepisirear Hevails

(i)

(ii)

@)

CariLmisefled, GaTupby euLdb@ Hevailds
CamiL_gglsv 2 Gadlw
@)VVTHMSH MWl6UTT T 6TEITLIEHS LD,

LUTL_&FTemeV

96\wesfley, eTFlTETLSSD CBTIPdL SULdE
H6valld GamiL_gglev Ggdlw
UTLFTeneGliTeTenmd STULUSD G
BL6UIgHenE CLoNOSTETaTLILIBILOT 6TEITLIEN S U|LD;
YBDGL  CUTHSSLOTERT LITL FrensVo W TeTm)

Qe FinuliLIL (D6TETST 6THTLISHSUJLD;

[OELEI

LUTL_&FTemeV

QUT(HSSLOTET  (m
6THTHTEVS S0
Qe FinulILIBILOT 6TESTLIEN S W|LD;

IISHGLI

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Smlalliiuryr?

(24) @)STCMeL, eretr?

asked the

Prime Minister and Minister of Education,

Higher Education and Vocational Education:
(a)  Will she inform this House -

@

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

whether she is aware that no National
School is situated within the Colombo
North Education Division, out of those
education divisions in the Colombo
District;

in such case, whether she will take action to
establish a National School within the
Colombo North Education Division in time
to come;

whether a suitable school has been

identified for this purpose; and

if not, whether a suitable school will be
selected for it in the time to come?

(a) Ifnot, why?

@S (§00285w) W8 ¢®5e8w e®emdw

(wressrflg (STl (QFsval) ammesf oywr@siluw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)

OO0 Bewd®s ®»OsnemnOA, 90 ydm©d B8End ©®
BWIOB*F WHSHID0.
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* FLITLSL_ G360 sweudssLiL L aflsor
* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) omed dFmed gisns emdlis endst ¢nd

CNER QLT eI BE KD BCEH
@5
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200C Ben BBO wewn ades D18 BEedg Swr BE®D
g0@s WOYR 8g BBV wOWn BSOS OB,

(q9) @coE 0.

6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryllg Nrdd FUTBTIST SjeuTssT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Ministerial Statements.

® 8.8, 0233509 dvmo
(wressyfl@ of .88 GluTeiTesribLIsVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, -

6 Berdss HAOI1BNGEHD)
(orenryflg Nrdld FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Ponnambalam?

®5 8.8, 02:53I50E® ®wmn
(wressryfl@ of.ef. GureiTesripLIsVID)
(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

Sir, I do not normally speak out of turn. But, since the
Hon. Prime Minister is present here, I wish to seek a
clarification and an answer, if possible, with regard to
something that is of significant public concern. Hon.
Prime Minister, I am pretty sure that you are aware that
Mr. Lasantha Wickrematunge's daughter has written a
letter to you. I have a copy of that letter and it is quite a
damning letter. It calls for the Impeachment of the
Attorney-General for gross abuse of power and gross
neglect of duty. It is a four-page letter and the matters she
raises in it are actually quite shocking. I think your
Government has repeatedly come on record saying that
the Attorney-General’s Department is an independent
institution and that there should be no interference with
regard to decisions being made by it. But here, when a
victim’s family is actually casting aspersions on the very
Head of that institution, with regard to that individual’s
conduct, I think it is a very important instance where the
Government must in some way intervene. Since this letter
is addressed to you and also copied to the Minister of
Justice and National Integration, I wish to find out
whether the Hon. Prime Minister has something in mind
with regard to this matter. Thank you very much.

208Ee®xInd 1638

@S Bewdss G151 D )

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Prime Minister, if you want to respond to that,
you can.

©S (§0028w) BB ¢®58w e®emBw
(wrenrfl@ (sevrBld) (QFsval) aniflesf ojwr@silur)
(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.

Yes, Hon. Member, I have received the letter and I am
planning to respond to that letter, to Ms. Wickrematunge,
personally since she has sent it to me.

Our Government’s position on this case is very clear.
We intend to seek justice for the murder of Lasantha
Wickrematunge. That has been our position in the past
and that continues to be our position currently as well. I
well understand Ahimsa’s concerns and the agony she
must be feeling right now. But, I want to assure her that
we will do everything in our power to make sure that
justice is delivered on this matter. As you know, we are
doing our very best to follow due process to give the
Attorney-General’s Department that independence. But,
justice has to be served. That is also the responsibility of
our Government, to ensure that justice is served.

We have had extensive discussions. The President met
with those involved with the investigations to try and see
what could be done. If necessary, we will initiate new
inquiries and take every step possible to gather new
evidence, if the question is about lack of evidence. But,
this is a case which has plenty of evidence. There have
been many people involved with the inquiries, who have
worked hard on this case. If necessary, we will file a new
case. We will do everything we can to make sure that this
case receives justice and that Ahimsa’s concerns are
addressed. Thank you.

@G BBeg 595 v BRSO wmo

(orevryfl@ FLLGgrewt] ress andin)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, may I intervene?

®3 8.8, 02:5350E® ®wmn

(oresstyfl@ of.88. GuTeiTedridLISVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I have just one more matter.

@0 Bewndss OrzNGEHBO)

(oresryflg Urdld surprwsT Hjeurser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

First, shall we finish with the Hon. Ponnambalam's
matter?

®0 8.8. 0235350E® ®wmn

(wressrfl@ of .of . GluTeiTesTidLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

Hon. Prime Minister, your comments today are quite
reassuring. You know that the Wickrematunge family
have been very uncompromising with regard to their
pursuit of justice. But, at the same time, they have been
extremely measured with their public statements with
regard to the investigations into Mr. Lasantha
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Wickrematunge’s death. His daughter's coming on record
requesting for an Impeachment of the Attroney-General,
you would agree, is quite a significant request and I think
the response from the Government must be equally
significant because this is an emblematic case. And the
second point is, Mr. Wickrematunge is iconic. You know
that a very few journalists would demand and command
the amount of respect that he did across the Floor of this
House and even across the ethnic lines.

6 Bearadss HOzEDO)

(orewsryLllg Lrdld FuTBTWST SyauiTsser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Ponnambalam, could you keep that very brief?
We have to manage the time.

®0 8.8, 02530E® ®wmo

(orewrLfl@ of.of. GlLTesTesTLDLIGVLD)

(The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam)

So, I think it is extremely encouraging what you said,
Hon. Prime Minister, and I sincerely hope that you would
take those steps very urgently.

@G BBeg 5G5S v RO wmo

(omevsr i@ FL_L s rewdl roeris améib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, before the Prime Minister
answers, let me intervene.

®0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem., could you be very brief bcause
we have to move on to the Private Members' Motions.

@G BBeg SHS vRO Swmo

(oreryll@ FLLSsrent] reat andid)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney-at-Law)
I will be brief, Sir.

Hon. Prime Minister, thank you very much for your
response; we are being reassured in some way. But, yet,
when I see the newspapers, the response by the Attorney-
General’s Department, as it has been reported, relates to
a very puerile argument relating to a lapse in the
identification parade of the suspects and that that
prompted the proceeding with the nolle prosequi,
withdrawing of indictment or charge sheet against the so-
called suspects. It is a very, very funny thing.

Your own Government, in your Manifesto and in your
election propaganda, made it very clear that you would
establish an independent Prosecutor’s Office instead of the
Attorney-General handling these matters directly. Therefore,
with this new matter coming up, we feel that the
prosecutorial ~ discretion of the  Attorney-General’s
Department is being used willy-nilly to free selected people
for other political purposes and other extraneous reasons. I
am sorry to say that. Our Attorney-Generals’ Department has
very high-ranking, good and very conscientious officers. It is
being hampered by a serious lack of personnel and you have
to recruit more officers. Those issues are there, but this type
of lapse regarding a high-profile case of this nature is a very
serious matter. Therefore, on behalf of the Opposition, I now

give notice, provided that the Committee on Parliamentary
Business - we are not a part of that Committee - agree, that
we want a full-day debate on this particular issue so that this
matter should be fully thrashed out and it should never recur.
Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Rauf Hakeem, I think you have made
yourself clear.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Kodeeswaran, I will give you one minute so that
the Prime Minister can clarify. I am sure what you have to
say is also something on this.
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The Hon. Prime Minister.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, once again, let me reiterate the
fact that we are determined to see that justice is meted out
to this family. In fact, Hon. Member, I felt that the letter
Ms. Ahimsa Wickrematunge had sent to me was also
extremely measured given the circumstances and what
this family has had to endure for the past, I do not know
how many years. So, we are very determined because at
the end of the day, the purpose of having a judicial
system, the Attorney-General’s office, all of these
institutions is to deliver justice and if procedures come in
the way of delivering justice, then we need to re-examine
those procedures. We have taken several actions and are
expecting the Attorney-General to take some action today
as well. This is something we are closely monitoring. As I
said, we are definitely looking into whether we can
initiate fresh indictments on this case; we will do
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everything within our power. Also, let us not forget that
the  Attorney-General’s Department and related
institutions, even though there are good officers with
good intentions, have got used to a particular way of
working, have worked within a particular culture. That
also needs to change. That takes time, but taking time
does not mean that victims can wait forever for answers.
So, this is something that is very sensitive, of which we
are very aware, and we will do what we can. Hon.
Member, we are ready to allocate a full day to debate on
this issue because we also agree that this is extremely
important.
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Thank you for the time given, Hon. Deputy Speaker.
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(oreryllg Nrdd surhrwsi Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Ministerial Statement by the Hon. Vijitha
Herath, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment
and Tourism.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, you may be brief with
your comments.
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(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Vijitha Herath)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I have already tabled the names
of all the deceased persons. Hon. Member, if you could
give me those details, then we can intervene in that
matter.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The second Ministerial Statement by the Hon. Anura
Karunathilaka, Minister of Urban Development,
Construction and Housing.
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(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. D.V. Chanaka?
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(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, may you keep your submission short,
please.

208Ee®xInd

1646
O 8.8. Dz Dm0
(wressryll@ 1g.6F. Frews)
(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)
©0; Bowdds »Omnemn®s, ®m» gmo Oros

DD,

New Zealand®e 25mg g®ienn 0808 mSmda. oiah &,
ey DB, Comed Dol edme; & formula & edxel.
Em 890 »OB Comned 10mg y®ienwd »weE Bedsiess.
gm mosiery Eomed dned Beadm pH aos scmnd®
®oeem. 9857 0@m wdyben $HDc. edxRsed 10mg
5@ene Bedmd. @® reportsdE 9O yreww 14mg edxis;
13mg @05e0; 11mg edmes. &= @000 SLS demsy giesy
O 12mgo O@ ®IDr. ¥® @® HBOCO @®D e
Beadmds. ¢ o® ¢y mIDEs 0® Im w@edusd
el edsiesi? edmx containers eosnEcosl By
acs e0nIRce call O mw dmemd Dnc BBeswg
WOBIesT ©en®e? ©d OB, OO VAP Busiesy
eOmB. @® w¥d BOPSWmewsy VOB OB do. ©®
@0d8, @® emnwe Jded BBungdE ed¢C 9D08.

@G @70 WO EBED Owmo
(omevsTLLOl@ SjeUT &(HEWTT BV
(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka)
@0 Bewdes mD50BmROA,-

®G Berdss HOIER)

(oreryflg Wrdld suThTwsT Sjeuissir)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, we have to move onto the Private
Members’ Motions. So, make your submission short,
please.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the House?
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(The Hon. D.V. Chanaka)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. D.V. Chanaka, you can have five seconds,
please.
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We are taking up the following Private Members’
Motions today: P.1/2024, P.11/2024, P.13/2024,
P.15/2024, P.24/2024 and P.28/2024.
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Hon. Members, I wish to state the modality or how we
are going to conduct the Private Members’ Motions and
the allocation of time for the Motions. I wish to inform
the Hon. Members of Parliament that the total time
allocation for the six Private Members’ Motions
scheduled for today is five and a hours or 330 minutes.
However, I would like to remind you all that since we
have already started late, there could be some adjustments
in the allocation of time.

The time allocated for each Motion is 55 minutes.
Once again, that may need to be adjusted as we go on and
the breakdown is as follows: for the Mover of the Motion,
10 minutes; for the Seconder of the Motion, five minutes;
for all other Members of Parliament taking part in the
debate, 25 minutes; for the Minister in charge of the
subject to reply, 10 minutes and for the Mover for
winding up the Motion, five minutes.

Motion No. P. 1/2024 to be moved by the Hon. Hesha
Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hesha Withanage, we will need to inquire into
this. When the Hon. Speaker returns, he will look into
your matter. Now, can we proceed with your Motion,
Hon. Member?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel. You have four
minutes.
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Hon. Member, could you please wind up? We have to
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan.You have
three minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj. You have four
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala. You have three
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera. You have three
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You have three
minutes.
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I am just trying to say that the procedure in doing any
sort of development in the plantations is extremely
complicated. If I, as the subject Minister, want to do
anything in the plantations, I need to first request the
manager of that plantation. After requesting the manager,
I need to go to the PMMD. After the approval of the
PMMD, I need the approval of the Ministry of Finance.
After their approval, I need to go back to the manager.
Then, I need to get the GA’s approval and by the time I
complete all of this, an entire year goes by, which is why
I am telling the Hon. Minister that more than talking
about allocating money for these roads or about issues
with regard to those roads, you need to address the root of
the problem, the procedure itself.

I would just like to end by saying that as far as I am
concerned, with this current situation, the people of
Indian origin living in this country are not citizens of Sri
Lanka, but citizens of the plantation companies because,
today, for everything based on their livelihood, they need
to get permission from the plantation company. It does
not happen anywhere else. Government workers do not
get permission from the employers with regard to their
livelihood matters. Why is the rule different for us?

@\ sremmds@ Briser 2/3 majority o L et U fl ewinsg
@) paHlesTa a6, eurGeumnalestGmedr. LOMesTLOG HBIT GLOTT
Slewrprds 6TedTdh@  Blewpw  wiflwreng
B msHeTmgl.  HCH5CHrsHzled, @eTOerT®H el wsemwss
QFTLHBTEMEIT. HHToug), 'CIGTERTLLOTET 6TIM BTLOGEDS
sThsareys@  allwidss  Srdwe  QFinw  apyuGuom,
SIbGeTeydh@ GCFiiymiser! eueurm QFLIGISTET HSEHSE
BETOLHMTS  CHETERTHUT (PG D  6THTMTE), I MBF
Qeinymisst! Em@ rdwe CuenLsaflsd wprpswiowiTesT
PSSIWPLIHLS ClaTHLGUTLD.

S|eUTH6TLE S

BTeiT  Oseryey  GewwFFT  Geutsefllid  @Crowmm
Caxsirallemwds Casls allhoydlarCGmer. sHE& sui LHlL
Qemerearmed, Breir &bCHTFHL Bou6il. HYBTOULI, LDEMEVIIS
WEBEhEHGHS HwLdbsallplug wry ofLr? gefl eofLr?
srenfl 2 Mevwwr? oveg euisamer  GeusfGubmL
Curdlernfiasert? Gy meeting@)sv, Cesaryey Lrgl oewFFT
Qerevdlerpmi, "wry  of® eurmg"  eTedTmy;  BEISer
Qerevdlerizser, "wmg of® eumb" etetim.  GEeryeu
IIDWEFFT HeuTHEeT, LDEWEVWIS LDdEHEHD: @G &% Tesstu|flenio
QULPBIGUSDHTSH cLpedTmI S| WLFFTEDEULI
ugBlriisenerd FwililEEHTD. BhissT eTaTaewL_ 1w @)Hsds
Casaild@l uFled CFTETETTS), HBHE BT 2 _hIBEHSE,
peiTyl GsMaliGueir. sTard@ @b sumiilienuds CsTHSS
Qaxergey  Gamegsr aillsrTarCs  euisEhsE@ —eTeTEIEML W
LT ThS BeTMewwid gn ], ailenL_GLmislerEmedr.

BITBIG 6T

®6 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)

(oresrflg LWrdld surprLsST jeuTser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri. You have three
minutes.
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(oresryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! With regard to this ongoing Private
Members' Motion brought in by the Hon. Hesha
Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, we have allotted, for
the Minister's reply, 10 minutes and for the winding up
speech of the Mover of the Motion, for Hon. Ankumbura
Arachchi, five minutes. The Motion will be continued
after Parliament resumes at 1.00 p.m. consequent to the
lunch break.

The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of Committees)
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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ABOLISHING THE PENSION SCHEME OF THE MEMBERS OF
PARLIAMENT OF SRI LANKA

[3.59 p.m.]

®G 08 S 0BNB% DWDo
(orenTLfl@ rall &HewTTHTLSS)
(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
Hon. Presiding Member, I move,

“That this Parliament resolves that the Pension Scheme of the
Members of Parliament of Sri Lanka should be abolished with
immediate effect as it is very apparent that Sri Lankan voters are
very hostile for Parliament Members to receive pensions after the
completion of their term of office.”

Sir, today, I stand up in Parliament to propose and
discuss a matter that has been a source of great discontent
and frustration among the people - the pension awarded
to the Members of Parliament. The pension currently
granted to the Members of Parliament is seen by many
as an undue privilege granted often to those who had
served in Parliament for a brief period; it is seen as deeply
unjust, unfair and unreasonable from the people’s
perspective. Therefore, it is time to align the benefits
enjoyed by the elected Representatives with those of the
citizens they serve. We must recognize that public service
is a noble calling and one that should be driven by the
desire to serve the people and not for personal gain. The
pension awarded to the MPs has created the perception
that political office is a pathway to personal enrichment
rather than a platform for public service. This perception
erodes the trust between the electorate and their
Representatives. That trust is fundamental to the
functioning of democracy. Let us work together to create
a political culture where integrity and selflessness are
valued above all; let us ensure that our elected
Representatives are motivated by a genuine desire to
improve the lives of their fellow citizens. Our pension
could be better spent on essential services such as
healthcare, education and infrastructure, which directly
benefit the people of Sri Lanka.

Therefore, Sir, I propose the abolition of the pension
scheme for the Members of Parliament. That is for
eradication of inequity and as a move of fairness and
justice. It is a step towards restoring the faith of the
people in Parliamentarians and ensuring that the elected
public office remains a commitment to serve the people
and not to be served.
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BEBY v mee e wodmaBen 38 0D, ¢t eWeTH
Bdww @B 00E), aud EEe®sInd @O®Idewsy
Bewddmys m»osTm gddsl »¥Fded o 08 Bem
Bduwe nO8 0 Beasteny. e Bum 053 @ gedfdd
Bemdr, DRDOGD WOV ewae, ¢We, DatBw 8em®Oxf
085 OB aD@s 5O WSS B0 DB w HB WSO
88 DY VBI®. ACBIDY, Bo0BPI® e¢ws. SemEecd 8Bws
@O endriery (FHeewd evwsIm. @8 BHO wn
89 e0DEI WO oI Bewris Jomsy credstems &
Ded® anc gBdcwex; if you pay peanuts, you get
monkeys.

esiey & Ded wemGuexm ymd, let us invest in
bringing professionals into Parliament. That is why I am
proposing this and I also invite Parliament to give thought
to ensuring that we bring in true professionals to
Parliament.

Then, in order to ensure that professionals retain here,
they should be duly paid in the correct manner without
just looking at restricting and reducing one aspect of it
only. @8s¥ @® 225e¢sn ©ce AReom, OO HED
2B JODE emen®¢ e®w BHwwFOm dsiesy
Bwes. @sIewed Salary, Allowances and Pension of
Members of Parliament Act of 1954 @devws @iEeds,
ot Bedmdr. w8, 98 Bwm gamde dGedsy, &
Bz SRwWO Ome20 30D 0@m &8m BBed® D
B8edg gdase mde Bucy Bnsdm ¢dasd. & Died®
Bo083y6100 908 ¢lm ©O0000 enmERHO erdmba.
OB, (WHews? Bw Ream ¢Bemdd, & sgydided
endo OB Drfes’. eEB8wedy & gimdewsTOR
Bedsiesy. &0 ©xd m8csine, 95IcB8wd,
REFeHEwed ond&.

Hon. Prime Minister, now that you are there eagerly
listening to me, I would like to say that we must invest for
tomorrow. Let us ensure that the younger generation also
join in and become part and parcel of this nation-building
exercise. We, coming from a professional background as
well as from a business environment, may be able to
withstand its strain, but, certainly, it is not an easy life.
And, I speak on behalf of the many who have been
elected to Parliament this time, whose salaries go to a
public fund and who is being paid by the party from it. I
looked at it and I call upon you all to consider this. Now,
you all are basically looking at restraining your
expenditure. Even when the President goes to Jaffna - my
belief is that the President represents the entire country -
why should he waste six hours being on the road when he
can go by helicopter? That is what the modern world
does. Even to the Hon. Prime Minister, I suggest that.
You hold the position of Prime Minister; you are not just
Harini Amarasuriya anymore. So, why do you not use
that? That is not a loss to the country. The money that you
lose by wasting six hours being on the road is a loss to the
country. So, I propose that from the Opposition because
these are not extravagant expenditure. That is the way to
develop countries. I mean, if you are in America and if
you want to go from one state to another by road, it will
take two to three days. So, use the technology.

Likewise, I say, relook at this pension. I am proposing
this owing to the fact that there was such a lot of hysteria
and negativity expressed against MPs getting a pension. I
want to resurrect the confidence, the command and the
respect that people had had for Parliament.

Sir, I would wind up, inviting the Hon. M. Nizam
Kariapper to second my Motion.

©C §Roe8500:) OBIE®o
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Y006 ©O OBTE OB, ©@edsI5), m0-3-w-8-1-8,
mBwdesd. Thank you. This, I have been doing even in the
Courts. Okay, I will have to speak quickly because the
Chair is going to control me regarding time.

I rise, Hon. Presiding Member, to second this Motion
and let me raise one point. I believe the Hon.
Karunanayake is proposing to do it prospectively and not
retrospectively. If it is done prospectively, some of us and
most of you on the Government side, the newcomers,
would be the victims and not the past Members. But, be
that as it may.

B9® D198 Om. Y BGO wsIm QuEenEE, BG®
eIy @ud Beadwm 88w @8 Bw 0BY. B® wsIm
eenCE ¢od DOBO 9dd Y. & DO endsy DO®
DORO »nO g’Bw 9do BBE.

@ Ded mrem 8w Bw © Budy curtn SO
©Bn® - he was a colleague at the Law College - o=
0O Bty 0D @8 Bx® wxln gKesEE ©®
003Rews’ WBe 9 mdsim e®mds. Hon. Presiding
Member, ed eseden ecim yamws ©n e, 98 HED
©8@aIVewsy BBB® «dy EBu®y Om. Let me
quickly go into it. I will not take much time and if I run
out of time, I will take two minutes from the Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara's time. o® Bwem» Eg® «@dEs
Bedsiesy CR1/40/2020 025300, & Bwsiesy, 20202
2053 0¥n 08E I, IO e Beamd, C/49/10.
I think the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara was not there in
the Attroney-General's Department then, but I was. They
know the meaning of a "C" file and a "CR" file. So, what
is it about? oBdes eowdps @8mcemed B 92/2009
¢0m 580 ®. 20092 988u i E¢ D wOIVewsY
2§ 152 BEO action v esnoFens, BBesBn®0
@05 @i BOIH Beadmter’? o® By® ¥8sY gedd
58 Bdomy wegwed Section 393(2) wdel - I am very sorry
that the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara is not here - he is
giving advice that they cannot proceed with this action.
¢, advice O e¢ler’? addnHe, @ucd ©iTvem
©¢8me®Ind, eme® 01 00n8, ©ontdnIn®0
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©50e08; PevunITn®D eedd e® advice Om griess.
@® advice om guvod oldsven occbnedsined
2B @0 ¢5IeNd 8yd, @@ advice O BEw18®0 @yo
@ Bedmd »®, he can take that letter and put it
into the dustbin. gscd s8Fses ecednE®sInDD ey Ce
@®® advice O ©8n Cy® By NOWO B O OV IR
ecwn ez0ed@. Do not put the blame on the Attorney-
General for this non-prosecution action, let me say it with
all responsibility. e®mme, e® Ey¥O gdenEcy Ey®=
&8, the final reminder from the Attorney-General's
Department - I say this because I have also done this same
file - c®® com® OBOD Bedm RBwo BOEa»EEE
@@ @D BeasTeny B 9CCE. 30 vied gudw
s8een ©¢lned®sInd aDnys w8 emcsin Bwr nHOK
°® By® wided. § Bwo Bww, BBesB 80 D¢ 00
e®emsy O1eedID 153D S,

a8 Bx® wrim Az ®OH W3. OO O BHP® wrim
denn oniesy, at the first available opportunity.
ODEO, e wOITTVewsy ¢ 88 giide 9dd weg?
Madam Prime Minister, I know that you made a very
moving condolence speech on Lasantha Wickrematunge.
We know the funeral is over and we have done the
condolence speeches long time back. Now, we want
justice.

e®m>» »O ydwH O WO O Bews charge
sheet & @B, failure to give information. I was in the
Department. »9¢ ©8, who fails to give information?
emOnd Dot mosTersy & gucdae 8g Oy yeoEw O
0032 m03w. You threaten them with prosecution and
say, "a@8 e®@m0 »HPOW D, VDO eRedsIm dvY B,
give the information, become the State witness" or "deed
008w 0100n Drews’ AuenIFEsy O »H®, &8 gmd
RBeMERTO ®®0 & dwemEEs ©s8micenn
WO, DO VBEMEEHIO G D ®POW ¢mda".
And, they are liable to the same offence of a murder. &
CO® & o ¢B¥mDa: JomB @ &8 ¢imbd; dmy BOy
»GeBO a8 cx¥m; dmz 8Oy Defence Secretaryd a8
esieDn; O 8Oy Defence Ministerdsy ¢8 ¢s¥dr. @@m
rocket science == z20edE, VIO EES® HSredsY
Bomdr »HO. guiBO0 Bwsim westes’, "Very sorry, we
have done our job. BBeB @i meg vnw|, a8 e®ixmis
DOmE?" Bwco esie?

OO o306 OsIEH®0

(orer Ll @ SewevemLSTERIGL 2 DILILNeTT SjouTder)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO O5IEn®), VIO D Brud ¢ WICHH
BedsTes.

@0 B0deB BB 9O, Beso® mBwdesd Swmo
(orerflg Farrdlug) FL L ggremnt 61, Blamd srflwium)
(The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC)

Sir, I am taking another two minutes, if necessary.

denm®, ¥ guv» ydme e®m»8. Attorney-General
advice o= 2z Bead» s under Section 393(2). I think
somebody would have taken note of it. I need not go that far.
The Secretary to the Ministry of Justice and National

Integration is one of the best officers I have ever come
across in the Department; she is most efficient. I know for
sure, 998wy gecd @B, Indw WO eBEwewsy
W em BEIW 28 @B, rNIBR0. oLt
88mc? "What can we do?" Q092053 «dFsem
sOOsTes qucid) siFven ©cdne®nedsy. gucd
sBBeen 0¢bnedsind med wdenle dx¥exy? Under the
Minister of Defence. demFdcsieod DoB® ¢dws e@mondy,
gDos SO¥am WO w8 G ey Om. w8
erngsiersns - DAY e Bedwtest 2009, file ©= open
WO Beadxstesy 2010 and now, we are in 2025 - how can
we keep it pending? BBsBR®0O, Sen® Sods
DOy BOs, aBBeO mw. 08 B 88w, all of
you know about one case. 808 @805 ©@dBD ot Os.
BCO m»Ped YO admien 8dVB® WIS WO OB®s
challenge meo. Justice Mark Fernando &0 judgment Sz
Bwr Bedmrydn. @5y 5@ RBeE RSO ACTD JOOsT.

Sir, what [ am trying to say is this. I am talking about
the MPP's pension; I am talking about going on
retirement. &8 Bgo® wmd. ¢8 B8x® wxim gdewnEE
@BBe 90 WS oI VoY Ped BwBe @D - Bywo -
00nedsY gBe 9dd mSvxIm ®sy. So, I am once again
saying that there is an absolute attempt on the part of the
Government to cover up their inefficiency; »®zfed
eNNB WD O Ot vel HOEE BDHIBOD GBI
go0sy, "a8 0008 ozl »y @end, BB euie?"
B 9ev® »O8 avries). den® agnEr Bwmd, "©1
S0 Do Busts A" Bwecs. I do not want the same
thing to happen even to the "Pasku praharaya". 30 sded
IO Buld, "8 0®imdr »osTme? BBsB »HE ¢ @e®
oy 053¢? & Bwo god esnedd & Ddde" Bweed. Very
simply, you can say it. Therefore, I am reiterating that the
attitude of this Government in conducting this
investigation is absolutely wrong; it is full of
disinformation and it is high time that you change this
attitude and bring justice. @8 8x® ws¥m gdesdE
8y curin SO edrEds YwBe 980 WO e¢BIB.
220 B%® QLY den. BY® ws) EO GBB® CRo ELEIB.
Em aud y@iwd.

Thank you.

G 36008588 20 B8,
afleaTir ST(BIGHMILDLILIGILIHD .
Question proposed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©01 @8O0, 2d&h JIfnwem OFne. RO
5208 62 e Bz Do,

[¢.60. 4.16]

DO 38,98, ©®Eh S¥rw6m dVm

(omessTyifl@ oy i.61b. STLll6T FEHBTIWISS)

(The Hon. R. M. Gamini Rathnayake)
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I appreciate what you said, Hon. Prime Minister. I
guess taking that first step is the step in the right
direction. I have extended my support. So, let us walk
together and ensure that we achieve it. I do not think it
takes generations to get that change made. If you have the
commitment, I guess we can get to the Singapore model.
When Lee Kuan Yew came to Sri Lanka, he looked at Sri
Lanka as a role model, went back and said, “This is what
I thought Singapore would be in future”. But, later on he
said, “I do not want to take my country through what Sri
Lanka has gone through.” So, let us change the model; let
Singapore follow us before too long. We extend our
support and let us work towards fiscal discipline and,
more or less, a proper system. So, instead of blaming the
past, let us work together towards the unborn future.
Again, [ appreciate the support you extended. Let us
ensure that we build a new future from this moment itself.
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"8. Expresses further concern that the response to the
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic has had an impact on
freedom of religion or belief and exacerbated the prevailing
marginalization of and discrimination against the Muslim
community, and that cremations for those deceased from COVID-
19 have prevented Muslims and members of other religions from
practising their own burial religious rites, and has disproportionately
affected religious minorities and exacerbated distress and tensions;

9. Calls upon the Government of Sri Lanka to ensure the
prompt, thorough and impartial investigation and, if warranted,
prosecution of all alleged crimes relating to human rights
violations..."

Then the Resolution dated 06th October, 2022 adopted
by the Human Rights Council states, I quote:

"11. Also urges the Government of Sri Lanka to take measures
to address the marginalization of and discrimination against persons
from the Muslim community, and to ensure that Muslims and
members of other religions are able to continue to practise their own
religious rites, including burial rites;

12. Calls upon the Government of Sri Lanka to ensure the
prompt, thorough and impartial investigation and, if warranted,
prosecution of all alleged crimes relating to human rights
violations ... with the full participation of victims and their
representatives;"

With this in mind, I have posed a few questions earlier
to the Hon. Minister of Health regarding some details I
sought.

Be that as it may, may I now go on to point out how
many directives and manuals of internationally-
recognized institutions had been violated by the Sri
Lankan Government at that time. I want to list these
documents which are internationally-accepted manuals
relating to COVID-19 deaths. Number one is, "Infection,
Prevention and Control for the safe management of a dead
body in the context of COVID-19: World Health
Organization: 24th March, 2020". This interim guidance
still stands and has not been revised.

Number two is, Interim Guidance on water, sanitation,
hygiene and waste management for the COVID-19 virus
dated 19" March, 2020 issued by the WHO and the
UNICEF. This Interim Guidance still stands and has not
been revised. Number three is, "Statement on COVID 19:
Ethical Considerations from a Global Perspective",
Statement of the UNESCO International Bioethics
Committee and the UNESCO World Commission on the
Ethics of Scientific Knowledge and Technology dated
26™ March, 2020. This Guidance Statement still stands
and has not been revised. Number four is, Recommended
Measures for the Safe Burial of Bodies of Deceased
Persons with COVID-19- Professional Working Group
for the safe burial of bodies of deceased persons with
COVID-19 in Sri Lanka. It details the hydrogeological
factors in Sri Lanka in relation to disposal of COVID
dead and was prepared by a group of Sri Lankan
hydrogeologists and environmental engineers who

provide details of safe options for burial in Sri Lanka.
Number five is, International Committee of the Red
Cross: General Guidance for the management of the dead
related to COVID -19 dated 31% March, 2020. This
Interim Guidance still stands and has not been revised.
Number six is, practical considerations and
recommendations for religious leaders and faith-based
communities in the context of COVID-19. That Interim
Guidance dated 7" April, 2020 was issued by the WHO
and has also not been revised.

Sir, the decision taken by the so-called Expert
Committee in this country is contrary to all these
guidelines which have already been practised in 192 other
countries. We are the only country which followed a
practice other than what has been directed by these
guidelines. So, that is why I am proposing a Select
Committee be appointed so that we will be able to go into
the facts, as to what led this particular Committee to
come to this horrendous decision totally against all the
medical ethics.

Then, Sir, I would like to quote from the famous
medical journal “The Lancet”, which talks in its Editorial
about "Advancing racial and ethnic equity in health".

“Racism is a public health emergency of global concern.”

"

. an acknowledgment of racism and its harms - hatred,
intolerance, and discrimination kill. These issues are as pervasive in
medicine, medical science, and global health as in society. Today,
The Lancet publishes a special issue bringing together the strongest
evidence and analysis on advancing racial and ethnic equity in
science, medicine, and health...”

Finally, they say, I quote:

"Racism is not only about the health of particular persecuted or
excluded groups - it inflicts a collective trauma on us all. The
positive corollary of this fact is that lessening inequities and
restoring justice can bring healing to society as a whole."

Since this sort of thing has happened, in order to set
the record straight, to expose the culprits who, currently
in this administration too, are enjoying responsible
positions including the Secretary to the Ministry positions
and other important positions and as to why they came to
this decision, not a single inquiry has been conducted. So,
having flouted all the internationally accepted norms,
they have gone on enjoying all the perks of office without
any reprimand and disciplinary action. Therefore, a
Select Committee must be appointed to look into the facts
relating why this decision was reached. Just an apology
by the Government alone would not do, Mr. Presiding
Member. Therefore, we are urging this House to appoint
a Select Committee to go into the evidence and to find
out who was responsible for that decision and then, that
will address the concerns expressed by the United
Nations Human Rights Council as well. Thank you.
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Geowznied ©d; ©5IBn®A, "Water Research” journal
dont 0® BEaeD article dm= Beamn. It states, I quote:

“The data available suggest that: i) CoV seems to have a low
stability in the environment and is very sensitive to oxidants, like
chlorine; ii) CoV appears to be inactivated significantly faster in
water than non-enveloped human enteric viruses...”

So, it has been scientifically accepted and proven in
scientific journals. Therefore, how can this particular
lady, calling herself a geological expert, come to such a
conclusion based on her whims and fancies? So, she has
to come and place those facts to justify. That is what we
are asking for.
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1t being past 530 p.m.,THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.32 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on
Monday, 17th February, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament
of this Day.
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